
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
(§ouermncnt liJen~ql1nrters 

CANTON . 

12th June, 1924. 

Dear Mr. Ford, 

Mr. Ng Jim Kai. the bearer of this letter. 

informs me t hat you are likely to visi t China in the not 

di stant future . Should you do so, i t woul d give me not 

a li t tle pleasure to welcome you i n South Chi na. where -

- i t i s commonly said - - much of t he i nt elli geno e , ener gy 

and weal t h of t hi s country oan be found . 

I know and I have read of your remarkab l e 

work in America. And I think that you oan do similar 

wor k in China on a muc h vaster and mo r e s igni f ic an t 80ale. 

In a Bense it may be aaid that your work i n £mariea haa 

been mor e individual and personal , whe reas here in China 

you would have an ' opportunity to e:cprass and embody your 

mind and ideals 1n the enduring form of a new i ndustrial 

system. 

I am of the view that China may be t he cause 

of the next World War if ahe remains ecoDom1 cal~ un-

developed and thus beco me an object of e:cploitation and 

int ernational strife on the part of the Gre at Powers . 

Por this reason I began, es Boon as the Armistice was 

signsd/ 
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signed in Europe , t o think out a plan for the inter-

nati onal development of China with a view to ita con-

sideretion by the Powers at the Peace Conference in 

1919. This plan haa since been worked out in my book, 

"THE INTERNA.TIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHINA". which was 

published in Shanghai i n 1921 and in New York in 192 2 

by Massrs . Putman'a Sons. 

I now r eali se that i t i s mare or l eSB hope-

l es s t o expect much from t ,he present Gove rnments of 

the Powers. There is much more t o hope, in my opini on, 

f r om a dynami c wor ker llke yourselfi and this is why 

I inTite you to visi t ua in South China i n order to 

study. at first hQ.nd. what is undoubtedly one of the 

greateat prob l ema of the Twentieth Century. 

Youra very truly. 

/~~rC-J~~~ 
( SUN YAT- SEN ) 
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DenJl' Sir: 

-, 

On !Jehr.lt of lll" i'erd. _ r-.'t- t.c 'l.ek-

your lett .. • 1 Jl:zw 12th 
i 

for tllfl kind' invitation ext~. 

Ford haa made no plana for lIi .. ±:!~ ~ :bJ t ho 

"ery near future. 

C A ZA.~ 
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