
620 Eighth Avenue 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 

Supervisory Archivist (FOIA) 
George Bush Presidential Library 
1000 George Bush Drive West 
College Station, TX 77845 

February 24, 2020 

Dear Supervisory Archivist FOIA) -  

I am Rukmini Callimachi, an investigative reporter for The New York Times. 

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552 and the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. This request 
should be considered under both statutes to maximize the release of 
records. Please note that it has been almost 25 years since the death of my 
stepfather,  

REQUESTER INFORMATION 
Name: Rukmini Callimachi 
Affiliation: International Investigative Reporter, The New York Times 
Address: 521 Highland Avenue, Montclair NJ 07043 
Email: rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com  
Phone: 332-999-5734  

RECORDS SOUGHT 
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I request disclosure of the following records: 
 

1. Any and all studies, memos, assessments and intelligence products, 
mentioning or referring to the 1989 revolution in Romania, which 
brought about the overthrow of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, and 
which began in the town of Timisoara, before spreading to 
Bucharest, including the alleged role of Russian forces and the 
violence that ensued, that claimed the lives of over 1,000 people.  

2. Any and all emails or correspondence mentioning or referring to the 
1989 revolution in Romania. 

3. Any and all correspondence to or from a member of Congress or a 
Congressional Committee mentioning or referring to the 1989 
revolution in Romania. 

4. Any and all records sent to or received from the State Department or 
the Congress mentioning or referring to the 1989 revolution in 
Romania. 
 

Reasonably Foreseeable Harm.  The FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 
amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): 
  
(A) An agency shall— 
(i) withhold information under this section only if— 
(I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest 
protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or 
(II) disclosure is prohibited by law; and 
(ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible 
whenever the agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested 
record is not possible; and 
(II) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. . . . 
  
The FBI should not fail to meet the requirements of Section 552(a)(8) when 
processing my request and release responsive records to me in full or at 
least in part. 
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INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING SEARCH 
  
1.     Request for Public Records: 
Please search for any records even if they are already publicly available. 
2.     Request for Electronic and Paper/Manual Searches: 
I request that searches of all electronic and paper/manual indices, filing 
systems, and locations for any and all records relating or referring to the 
subject of my request be conducted. I further request that the agencies 
conduct a search of its “soft files” as well as files in its locked cabinets.  
3.     Request regarding Photographs and other Visual Materials: 
I request that any photographs or other visual materials responsive to my 
request be released to me in their original or comparable forms, quality, 
and resolution. For example, if a photograph was taken digitally, or if the 
agencies maintains a photograph digitally, I request disclosure of the 
original digital image file, not a reduced resolution version of that image 
file nor a printout and scan of that image file. Likewise, if a photograph 
was originally taken as a color photograph, I request disclosure of that 
photograph as a color image, not a black and white image. Please contact 
me for any clarification on this point. 
4.     Request for Duplicate Pages: 
I request disclosure of any and all supposedly “duplicate” pages. Scholars 
analyze records not only for the information available on any given page, 
but also for the relationships between that information and information on 
pages surrounding it. As such, the only way to properly analyze released 
information is to analyze that information within its proper context. 
Therefore, I request disclosure of all “duplicate” pages. 
5.     Request to Search Emails: 
Please search for emails relating to the subject matter of my request. 
6.     Request for Search of Records Transferred to Other Agencies: 
I request that in conducting its search, the agencies disclose releasable 
records even if they are available publicly through other sources outside 
the agencies, such as NARA. 
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FORMAT 
I request that any releases stemming from this request be provided to me in 
digital format (soft-copy) on a compact disk or other like media. 
  
FEE CATEGORY AND REQUEST FOR A FEE WAIVER 
  
I am an international investigative reporter for The New York Times, and a 
four-time Pulitzer Prize Finalist in International Reporting.  
  
I request a complete waiver of all search and duplication fees. If my request 
for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a member of the news 
media for fee purposes. 
  
Under 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(A)(iii), “Documents shall be furnished without 
any charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest 
because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requester.” Disclosure in this case meets the 
statutory criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities 
of government. This request is also not primarily in my commercial 
request, as I am seeking the records as a journalist to analyze and freely 
release to members of the public. 
  
If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. I am willing to pay all 
reasonable duplication expenses incurred in processing this FOIA request. 
  
I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver administratively and to 
the courts if necessary. 
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Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com>

Appeal / Classification of Records Pertaining to Romanian Revolution of 1989
Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com> Tue, Apr 14, 2020 at 5:27 PM
To: library.bush@nara.gov

Dear Freedom of Information Administrator,

Please find enclosed my response to your letter regarding my FOIA request seeking
records about the Romanian revolution of 1989. I am requesting the declassification
of the 2,010 pages you identified as still being classified. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Rukmini Callimachi
-- 

Rukmini Callimachi
Foreign Correspondent
The New York Times
C: +1-332-999-5734
O: +1-212-556-2608

2 attachments

FOIA-Bush Sr-1989-Appeal.docx
80K

FOIA - Bush Sr Library - 1989 Revolution.pdf
4336K
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620 Eighth Avenue 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 
 
 
 
Supervisory Archivist (FOIA) 
George Bush Presidential Library 
1000 George Bush Drive West 
College Station, TX 77845 
 
April 14, 2020 
 
 
Dear Supervisory Archivist FOIA -  
 
I am Rukmini Callimachi, an investigative reporter for The New York Times.  
 
In February pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I wrote to you 
requesting documents regarding the 1989 revolution in Romania.   
 
In your response to me, you indicated that a batch of documents had been 
identified, but that approximately 2,010 pages were exempted from release 
in whole or in part.  
 
I am writing to appeal the decision to continue to classify these records, and I 
wish to point you to the Department of Justice’s instructions for automatic 
declassification of documents that are 25 years or older:  
 
https://www.justice.gov/open/declassification/declassification-faq 
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The documents I am seeking, the bulk of which you indicated are being 
withheld based on the (b)(1), or the National Security Classified 
Information Exemption to the Freedom of Information Act.  
 
Yet the records I am seeking are nearly 31 years old.  
 
I am requesting that you review these records to please see if the 
classification can be lifted and if these documents can be made available for 
the purpose of journalistic research.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

ORIGINAL REQUEST 
 
 
 
Supervisory Archivist (FOIA) 
George Bush Presidential Library 
1000 George Bush Drive West 
College Station, TX 77845 
 
February 24, 2020 
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Dear Supervisory Archivist FOIA -  
 
I am Rukmini Callimachi, an investigative reporter for The New York Times.  
 
This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552 and the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. This request 
should be considered under both statutes to maximize the release of 
records. Please note that it has been almost 25 years since the death of my 
stepfather,  
  
REQUESTER INFORMATION 
Name: Rukmini Callimachi 
Affiliation: International Investigative Reporter, The New York Times 
Address: 521 Highland Avenue, Montclair NJ 07043 
Email: rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com  
Phone: 332-999-5734  
 
RECORDS SOUGHT 
 
I request disclosure of the following records: 
 

1. Any and all studies, memos, assessments and intelligence products, 
mentioning or referring to the 1989 revolution in Romania, which 
brought about the overthrow of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, and 
which began in the town of Timisoara, before spreading to 
Bucharest, including the alleged role of Russian forces and the 
violence that ensued, that claimed the lives of over 1,000 people.  

2. Any and all emails or correspondence mentioning or referring to the 
1989 revolution in Romania. 

3. Any and all correspondence to or from a member of Congress or a 
Congressional Committee mentioning or referring to the 1989 
revolution in Romania. 
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4. Any and all records sent to or received from the State Department or 
the Congress mentioning or referring to the 1989 revolution in 
Romania. 
 

Reasonably Foreseeable Harm.  The FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 
amended the FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): 
  
(A) An agency shall— 
(i) withhold information under this section only if— 
(I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest 
protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or 
(II) disclosure is prohibited by law; and 
(ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible 
whenever the agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested 
record is not possible; and 
(II) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. . . . 
  
The FBI should not fail to meet the requirements of Section 552(a)(8) when 
processing my request and release responsive records to me in full or at 
least in part. 
  
  
INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING SEARCH 
  
1.     Request for Public Records: 
Please search for any records even if they are already publicly available. 
2.     Request for Electronic and Paper/Manual Searches: 
I request that searches of all electronic and paper/manual indices, filing 
systems, and locations for any and all records relating or referring to the 
subject of my request be conducted. I further request that the agencies 
conduct a search of its “soft files” as well as files in its locked cabinets.  
3.     Request regarding Photographs and other Visual Materials: 
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I request that any photographs or other visual materials responsive to my 
request be released to me in their original or comparable forms, quality, 
and resolution. For example, if a photograph was taken digitally, or if the 
agencies maintains a photograph digitally, I request disclosure of the 
original digital image file, not a reduced resolution version of that image 
file nor a printout and scan of that image file. Likewise, if a photograph 
was originally taken as a color photograph, I request disclosure of that 
photograph as a color image, not a black and white image. Please contact 
me for any clarification on this point. 
4.     Request for Duplicate Pages: 
I request disclosure of any and all supposedly “duplicate” pages. Scholars 
analyze records not only for the information available on any given page, 
but also for the relationships between that information and information on 
pages surrounding it. As such, the only way to properly analyze released 
information is to analyze that information within its proper context. 
Therefore, I request disclosure of all “duplicate” pages. 
5.     Request to Search Emails: 
Please search for emails relating to the subject matter of my request. 
6.     Request for Search of Records Transferred to Other Agencies: 
I request that in conducting its search, the agencies disclose releasable 
records even if they are available publicly through other sources outside 
the agencies, such as NARA. 
  
FORMAT 
I request that any releases stemming from this request be provided to me in 
digital format (soft-copy) on a compact disk or other like media. 
  
FEE CATEGORY AND REQUEST FOR A FEE WAIVER 
  
I am an international investigative reporter for The New York Times, and a 
four-time Pulitzer Prize Finalist in International Reporting.  
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I request a complete waiver of all search and duplication fees. If my request 
for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a member of the news 
media for fee purposes. 
  
Under 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(A)(iii), “Documents shall be furnished without 
any charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest 
because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requester.” Disclosure in this case meets the 
statutory criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities 
of government. This request is also not primarily in my commercial 
request, as I am seeking the records as a journalist to analyze and freely 
release to members of the public. 
  
If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a 
member of the news media for fee purposes. I am willing to pay all 
reasonable duplication expenses incurred in processing this FOIA request. 
  
I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver administratively and to 
the courts if necessary. 
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6/28/20, 4)43 PMNY Times Mail - Appeal / Classification of Records Pertaining to Romanian Revolution of 1989

Page 1 of 1https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fa2e290dd9&view=pt&search=…msg-f%3A1663985069448297159&simpl=msg-f%3A1663985069448297159

Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com>

Appeal / Classification of Records Pertaining to Romanian Revolution of 1989
Bush Library <Bush.Library+noreply@nara.gov> Tue, Apr 14, 2020 at 5:30 PM
To: rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and pursuant to guidance received from the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), NARA has adjusted its normal operations to balance the need of completing its mission-critical work while also
adhering to the recommended social distancing for the safety of our staff.  As a result of this re-prioritization of
activities, you may experience a delay in receiving an initial acknowledgment as well as a substantive response to
your reference or FOIA request or appeal.  We apologize for this inconvenience and appreciate your understanding
and patience.  Read more on how NARA is addressing COVID-19 (coronavirus) https://www.archives.gov/coronavirus.
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Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com>

2020-0557-F and 2020-0560-F
7 messages

Debbie Wheeler <debbie.wheeler@nara.gov> Thu, Apr 16, 2020 at 3:18 PM
To: Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com>, "Bush, Library" <library.bush@nara.gov>

Ms. Callimachi,

Thank you for your emails regarding filing appeals for classified materials in both 2020-0557-F (Bush and Gorbachev
at the Malta Summit, December 23, 1989) and 2020-0560-F (1989 Revolution in Romania).

However, before we go any further with this I would like to clarify the appeals process vs mandatory review. When you
"appeal" classified exemption (b)(1), which is national security information, the appeal goes through us to the Deputy
Archivist of the United States via the General Counsel's Office. The only decision that is made is whether or not the
exemption has been properly applied. These documents in question are generally marked classified and, therefore,
there is no question that they should be removed from the open file, so rarely is there a decision to overturn a
processing archivist's decision. This process can actually take a long time, sometimes months and years, and, at the
end of the day, you have gained nothing except that they agree the document was properly marked and identified as
(b)(1). 

Now, Mandatory Review (MDR) is a process by which you can request an Agency Review of a particular document for
the classifying agency to determine if the classification is still warranted, or whether a document can be redacted in
such as a way as to release some information while protecting any national security information. This would require
that you have specific information about a document in order for staff to find it for submission, and this is almost
always done with data on withdrawal sheets placed in the files where the document was removed.  

In order to have access to these withdrawal sheets, you would need to either see them in person, or have copies of
them from the files in question. As you can see, for the amount of documents you are requesting, it would still take a
large financial investment to order copies. 

Another thing to consider is that these folders in question may have had previously classified materials which have
now been declassified and replaced in the folders. The only way to determine that is to actually have the folder
contents in front of you. So, for example, when they were processed there may have been 5000 pages removed for
national security, but there may have already been MDRs filed which have resulted in 4000 of them being opened. 
What I am trying to say is that it is very possible that many of the documents which we identified in our letter to you as
being national security and closed have since been declassified and now in the open files and ready for you to
research.

You also mentioned the 25 year automatic declassification, but that is again something that has to be generated by
the classifying agency, and an MDR is the only route to that at this time.

I know that this is a lot of information and may seem confusing, but I am trying to be as transparent and helpful as I
can be. To be honest, the very best way that you can get the most ready access to these materials is to wait for the
pandemic to subside, come to the Library, and let us walk you through the process for anything you still find classified
in these records.

Of course, after deliberation if you still wish to continue the appeals process, we will be happy to follow that course.
However, we cannot continue with this request until we are back in the office.

Please let me know if I can further clarify the process or how you would like to proceed.

1
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Sincerely,

Deborah

-- 
Deborah Wheeler
Supervisory Archivist
George Bush Presidential Library and Museum
1000 George Bush Drive West
College Station, TX  77845
(979)691-4074

Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com> Thu, Apr 16, 2020 at 3:29 PM
To: Debbie Wheeler <debbie.wheeler@nara.gov>

Dear Deborah -
Thank you for your email, but having just gone through the same process with the Clinton Presidential Library, I don’t
believe that this is how the system works, or at least how it should work.

Under FOIA, a federal agency still has to respond within the allotted time (with COVID, of course being a mitigating
factor) 
regarding an appeal on classification.
Taking months or years, is a violation of the FOIA statute, in my understanding of the law.

I would like to respectfully proceed with my appeal.

Sincerely yours,
Rukmini 
[Quoted text hidden]
-- 

Rukmini Callimachi
Foreign Correspondent
The New York Times
C: +1-332-999-5734
O: +1-212-556-2608

2

Case 1:20-cv-02199-JEB   Document 1-1   Filed 08/11/20   Page 19 of 20

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1000+George+Bush+Drive+West+College+Station,+TX+%C2%A077845?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1000+George+Bush+Drive+West+College+Station,+TX+%C2%A077845?entry=gmail&source=g


Debbie Wheeler <debbie.wheeler@nara.gov> Fri, Apr 17, 2020 at 1:58 PM
To: Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com>
Cc: "Bush, Library" <library.bush@nara.gov>

Ms. Callamachi,

We will document your desire to continue with the appeals and place your requests in the queue for when we return to
work.

Sincerely,

Deborah
[Quoted text hidden]

Rukmini Callimachi <rukmini.callimachi@nytimes.com> Fri, Apr 17, 2020 at 2:08 PM
To: Debbie Wheeler <debbie.wheeler@nara.gov>
Cc: "Bush, Library" <library.bush@nara.gov>

Thank you very much. 
[Quoted text hidden]
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