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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Al. . . Case: 1:20—-cv-02006

I Amiri, Assigned To : Unassigned

P!ainmef, Assign. Date : 7/21/2020

Description: FOIA/Privacy Act (I-DECK)

V.
National Science Faundation, Complaint for Declaratory

Defendant. and Irg'uncﬂve Relief

INTRODUCTION

{.  This is an action under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), 5 US.C. §352 (a) et seg., and the Privacy Act of 1974,
5U.5.C.§552 a et seq., seeking to compel +he National
Science Foundation (NSF) to immediately release records
con-raining im‘?orma'l-ion about award humber 1508430 ,
entitled " Transport and Carrier Dynamics Near +he
Metal - Insulator Transition in vo2 ”. The award amount
is $503,583.00; it was started on September 1,2015, and
will cantinue until /Iugusf 31,2020, (See Exhibit A) .

2.  Plaintiff contributed to this project as the main
experimental researcher. So, in addition to F0IA, he is
entitled +o get some Further information under Privacy Act
as well. ( See Exhibit B).
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3. TThere were misconduct and frauo( in administvation o'?
this NSF fund, which led +o +he theft and destruction of the
research results. Plaintitf has been trying to get some
c'm"”ormaﬂ'on +/1raugh a FalA| PA request since January 2020,
but NSF has been nanresponsive.

JURISDIC TION AND VENUE
4. This Court has Juriso(icfion over this action pursuant to
5U.5.C. §§552 a ()0, 552 @) (#) (B), and 28 U.S.C. § 1331,

9. Venue is proper in the District of Columbia pursuant +o
50.5.C.§§552a§)(5), 552 (a)(#)(B), and 28 U.5.C. 8 1391 (e).

PARTIES

6, Plaintiff Ali Amiri is an Lranian scientist who resides
in Tuscaloosa , Alabama since July 20Il. Plaintiff is +he
inventor and owner o/ a hew type o-}o comPufer -rechholoay
which is based on vanadium dioxide (vo2). This technalogy
can be used in medical applications +o cure diabetes. Currently,
Plaintiff is detained by DHS/ICE gn false accusation 0/0
visa over stay , which prevents the establishment 074 +his

+echnoloa R

4 Defendant National Science Foundation (NSF) is o ﬁederal
agency within the meaning of 5U.5.c. §552(F1. NSF provides
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federal financial support fov scientific research thraugh
grants and other forms oig financial assistance 42U.5.§18b62(@),
but does not itself engage in scientific opetations, 42 U.5.C.§1873 (b).
NSF supported Plaintiffs research +hroay/1 award number 15036 30.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

8. Plaintif! starred the voz project in 2013. The research

) ’ . N
was very successful; the Plain-nff s theories were confirmed

by experimen-ral results, and in 2015 i+ was awarded. by
NSF award number 1508680. The NSF fund was supporting
two gmdua+e researchers | one of +hem beincg the Plaintiff.
The Principal Investigator (PI) was Sanjoy Savker. (See
Exhibits A&B) .

9. In 2017, the Associate Director of MINT Center, Arunava
Gupta stole all of the results of the research including :
samples , prototypes, data , notes, etc. He took over +he NSF
fund and the PI sanjoy Sarker was forced to stop his
research. Also, +he access of the Plaintiff +o the MINT

-leacili’ries was uhlaw'f’ully terminated .

(0. In January 22,2020, Plaintiff sent a FOIA request +o
NSF FolA officer. The +rackin8 of USPS certified mail shows
that the request was delivered on January 29,2020, (See Exhibit C).
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Il Considering 50.5.C.§ 952 () (&) (A) (i), NSF had 20 days
to provide an answer. But NSF did not respond , even they

did not assign a request number to this FOIA request.

12.  On March 17,2020, Plaintiff sent a Pollow up letter, asking
For c'm%rmafion about the status of +the FOIA[/PA request.

NSF remained nonresponsive . ( See Exhibit+ D ).

13. On June 5, 2020, Plaintiff sent o Prel|'+iga1ion letter

to the Directar of NSF. The +mcking of USPS cerﬁﬁ'eal mail
shows that the prelitigation letter was delivered on June 8,2020.
The OFfice of Director did not provide any answer. (See Exkibit E)

(4, “The results of +he v02 project can be utilized +to

make new type of computer devices, which has medical
applications, For instance, i+ can cure diabetes, and offer
better treatmen-s Por other disease. The produc-r'lon o‘ln'

this FOIA/PA request will be a step doward this goal.

15. The misconducts of wrongdoers, delayed and stopped
the progress of tesearch on the voz project. The wrongdoers
prevenfeol the proper publicaﬂon of’ +he scienﬁfl‘c results.

( See Exhibit B).
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FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
Violation of Freedom of Imeormaﬂ'on Act

16.  Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference +he

#oregoina pamgmphs, as if set forth -Fu.lly herein.

I7. Defendant is a federal agency subject to FOIA ,
5U.5.¢.8§552(f), and is obligated +o confirm the veceipt
of a FOIA request ; assign a request number, and pracess

the request , as the Freedom of Information Act requires.

18. Defendant Failed 1o res,oona[ to the F0IA/PA request dated
January 22,2020, and did not assign a request number. (see
Exhibit C).

19 Defendant failed +o respond +o the inquiry about status
of the FolA/pA tequest dated March 17,2020. (See Exhibit D).

20. Defendant failed to respond to the prelii-iaai—ion letrer
dated June 5,2020, which was delivered to the 0Fffice o‘p
Director on June 8, 2020. ( See Exhibit E).

SECOND CAUSE 0F ACTION
Violation of Prive.cy Act (PA)

2. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference +he
Jaoregoing pamgmphs , as if set forth ﬁully herein.
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22. Defendant is a federal agency subject +o Privacy Act,
5U.5.C.§552 a et seq., and is ob|i8a+ed +o confivm the receipt
of a PA request, assigh a request number , and process the request

as the Privacy Act requires.

23. Defendant fuiled +o respond to the Privacy Act request dated

January 22,2020, and refuseo( to answer any subsequent inquiry.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Ali Amiri yespectfully requests that
the Court:

(@) Order Defendant NSF +o immediately process and. release
all records responsive to Plaintiffs FOIA/ PA request.

(b) Declare that +the recipients of the NSF award # 1503630
has violated the +evms and conditions of the award.

(¢) Grant Plainti8f his costs and Pees incurred in t+his
action.

(d) Grant such other relief as the Court may deem

just and proper.

Respec’r?ully Submitted
Ali Amiri
A Ao~ 7,16,2020 address :

499 old Columbia Road
Harrisonbura,LA TI340
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