
 

OFFICE OF MAYOR LORI E.  LIGHTFOOT  

CITY OF CHICAGO 

121  NORTH  LAS ALLE STR EET,  SUITE 500 ,  CH IC AG O ,  ILLINOIS   606 02  
 

June 29, 2020 
 
Austin Evers 
American Oversight 
Via email at records@americanoversight.org 
 
Dear Mr. Evers, 
 
On behalf of the City of Chicago Office of the Mayor (“Mayor’s Office”), I am responding to 
your Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request which was dated April 27, 2020 and 
received in our offices on the same day.  The Mayor’s Office took a 5-day extension to your 
request on May 4, 2020.  You requested: 
 
Requesting all email communications (including emails, email attachments, calendar 
invitations, and calendar invitation attachments) between (1) any of the government officials 
listed below and (2) anyone representing or employed by the Trump Organization or within 
the Executive Office of the President. This includes, but is not limited to, anyone 
communicating from an email address ending with trumporg.com, trump.com, 
trumphotels.com, ijkfamily.com, or eop.gov. 
a. Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot 
b. Chief of Staff Maurice Classen 
c. Deputy Chief of Staff & Senior Aide Kelsey Nulph 
d. Senior Advisor for Legislative Counsel and Government Affairs Samantha Fields 
e. Corporation Counsel Mark Flessner 
f. Policy Director Dan Lurie 
g. Administrative Assistant Veronica Castro 
h. Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Samantha Fields 
i. Senior Advisor to The Mayor Michael Frisch 
Please provide all responsive records from January 30, 2020, to the date the search is 
conducted. 
 
Please find the attached records responsive to your request. 
 
We have redacted certain material pursuant to Section 7(1)(b) of FOIA.  That section 
exempts “private information, unless disclosure is required by another provision of this 
Act, a State or federal law or a court order.”  5 ILCS 140/7(1)(b).  Section 2(c-5) defines 
“private information" as:  
  



 

unique identifiers, including a person's social security number, driver's 
license number, employee identification number, biometric identifiers, 
personal financial information, passwords or other access codes, medical 
records, home or personal telephone numbers, and personal email 
addresses. Private information also includes home address and personal 
license plates, except as otherwise provided by law or when compiled 
without possibility of attribution to any person. 

 
5 ILCS 140/2(c-5).  The material we have redacted under this section is cell phone 
numbers, conference call information, and personal email addresses.  Because these items 
are specifically exempted under Section 7(1)(b), they have been properly redacted. 
 
We have redacted certain material pursuant to Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA.  That section 
exempts:  
  

[p]ersonal information contained within public records, the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
unless the disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual subjects of 
the information.  ‘Unwarranted invasion of personal privacy’ means the 
disclosure of information that is highly personal or objectionable to a 
reasonable person and in in which the subject’s right of privacy outweighs 
any legitimate public interest in obtaining the information.  The disclosure of 
information that bears on the public duties of public employees and officials 
shall not be considered an invasion of personal privacy. 

 
We have redacted under Section 7(1)(c) city issued cell phone numbers and conference call 
numbers.  As publicly-available cell phone numbers and conference call numbers would 
subject these employees to invasive and unsolicited phone calls, the disclosure of the cell 
phone numbers and conference call numbers would burden employees’ privacy interest. 
Additionally, the access to this information would not advance the public interest in 
understanding “the affairs of government and the official acts and policies of those who 
represent them[.]” 5 ILCS 140/1. Further, the landline numbers for these employees is 
available to the public, which further limits the de minimis public interest in the contact 
information of the requested employees. See Shurtleff v. United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, 991 F. Supp. 2d 1, 18 (D.D.C. Sept. 30, 2013) (“The EPA has proferred a 
substantial privacy interest at stake in disclosing the official internal email address of the 
EPA Administrator and the work email address of employees at the EOP: these few 
individuals have ‘a significant personal interest in preventing the burden of unsolicited 
emails and harassment.’”); Buckovetz v. U.S. Department of the Navy, Case No. 14-cv-2115-
BEN, 2016 WL 4801335 at *2-3 (S.D. Cal. Apr. 7, 2016) (affirming the redaction of an 
employee’s cell phone number, because “the [employee’s] privacy rights in this information 
outweigh the public’s interest in disclosure”).” 
 
We have redacted and withheld certain material pursuant to Section 7(1)(f) of FOIA.  That 
section exempts:  

 
Preliminary drafts, notes, recommendations, memoranda and other records 
in which opinions are expressed, or policies or actions are formulated, except 
that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt 



 

when the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public 
body. 

 
5 ILCS 140/7(1)(f). The U.S. Supreme Court has determined that the deliberative process 
exemption under FOIA focuses on documents that reflect “advisory opinions, 
recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental 
decisions and policies are formulated.” NLRB v. Sears and Roebuck, 421 U.S. 132, 150-151 
(1975).  The purpose is to encourage “frank discussion of legal or policy matters” such that 
employees in government feel free to express their opinions before a final legal or policy 
decision is made. “Deliberative” has been found to mean being a direct part of the process 
where recommendations and opinions are expressed. Vaughn v. Rosen, 523 F.2d 1136, 
1143-44 (D.C. Cir. 1975). Records where preliminary opinions are expressed and policies 
and actions are formulated are therefore exempt from production under Section 7(1)(f) of 
the Illinois FOIA, and have been properly withheld. 
 
You have the right to have a denial reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General, 500 S. 2nd Street, Springfield, Illinois 62706, (877) 
299-3642. You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit 
in Cook County Circuit Court. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Tom Skelton 
FOIA Officer – Mayor’s Office 



From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 8:57 AM -06:00 
Subject: LIVESTREAM: White House Summit on Human Trafficking (TODAY, 10:30AM ET) 

THE lVIIITE IIOUSE 

Today, Friday, .January 31, the vVhite House is hosting a Summit on Human Trafficking: Honoring the 20th Anniversary 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act ('IVPA). The event v,ill include briefings and discussion ,vith Senior Administration 
Officials and outside stakeholders around paths fon1,rnrd to combat trafficking in persons as well as innovative solution s to end 
human trafficking on the state, local, and tribal levels. President Donald Tmmp ,vill give remarks and sign an Executi v e Order 
providing additional resources to combat human trafficking. Among other adions, the Executive Order vdll creat e a new position on 
the Y.lhite House Domestic Policy Council focused exclusively on combating human trafficking and task th e State Department v_-ith 
creating a website to serve as a clearinghouse where law enforcement officials, viltims, advocates, and others can get infonnati on on 
government-,vide efforts to combat human trafficking. The President's remarks ,vill be preceded by disL'lJSsion pan els - incl uding 
one ,vith State and local elected officials. Below, please find additional infonna tion including a Live stream of the event. 

White House Summit on Human Trafficking 

"MY ADMINIISTRATION IS(OMMlniE1DTO LEVERAGING 
EVERY R'ESOU'RCE WE H'AVE TO CONFR.ONrTTHIS THREA'II' 1 

to support the victims and survivors, and to hold 
traffickers acieountGble'for th:eir heinous crimes." 

. -
PRESIDE~T DONAL~ J. TRUMI' 

When: 10 :30AM ET 
Where: The White House 

Livestream: HERE 

JI I vanka Trump: :\:larking the 20th Anniversary of TVP A this month, we vdll host a C<0v\/hite House Summit on Human 
Trafficking tomorrow. By convening lawmakers, survivors & adion-oriented groups, we ,dll identifyfurther solutions to 
#EndTrafficking at home and abroad. 

Yl 1vanka Trump : 24.9 .:VI people are trapped in forced slavery, domestic servih1de or sex trafficking, many in America. C<0POTUS 
y,,i]] sign an EO to combat #Human Trafficking today, strengthening our resolve to hold pemetrators accountable & restore human 
dignity for rirtims 

Additional Background: President Trump has prioritized leveraging every resource of the Federal government to end the scourge 
of human trafficking. On December 31, 2019, President Trump issued a Proclamation on National Slav ery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month (here ). The President's lnteragencyTask Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
in Persons works tirelessly to proseL'lJte traffickers, protect smvivors, and prevent future crime. You can read more ~ 

Thank you. 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

V\Tilliam F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
YIThite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
0: 202-4fj6-8491 I C E: William.F.Cro zer@who.eop.gov 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000001



From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 8:58 AM -06:00 
To: Daniel Lurie <Daniel.Lurie@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Darci Flynn 
<Darci .Flynn@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: LIVESTREAM: White House Summit on Human Trafficking (TODAY, 10:30AM ET) 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 8:57:10 AM 
Subject: LIVESTREAM: White House Summit on Human Trafficking (TODAY, 10:30AM ET) 

.. 

THE ~Ylll'l'E !HOUSE 

Today, Friday, .T anuary 31, the \'Vhite House is hosting a Summit on Human Trdfficking: Honoring the 20th Anniversary 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA). The event ,vill include briefings and discussion ,\ith Senior Administration 
Officials and outside stakeholders around paths fon.vard to combat trafficking in persons as well as innovative solutions to end 
human trafficldng on the state, local, and tribal levels. President Donald Tmmp ·will give remarks and sign an Executive Order 
providing additional resources to combat human trafficl--ing. Among other actions, the Executive Order ,\ill create a new position on 
the vVhite House Domestic Policy Council focused exclusively on combating human trafficl--ing and task the State Department ,vith 
creating a website to serve as a clearinghouse where law enforcement officials, victims, advocates , and others can get infonnation on 
government-;vide efforts to combat human trafficldng. The President's remarks ·will be preceded by disrnssion panels - including 
one ¼ith State and local elected officials. Below, please find additional infonnation including a Live stream of the event. 

White House Summit on Human Trafficking 

"MV ADMIN IISTRATION IS COMMITIE1D f ,Q LEVERAGING 
EVERY RESOURCE WE H'AVE TO CONFR.ONiTTHIS THREAT, 
to support the victims and survivors, and to hold 
traffickers accountab le for their heinous crimes." 

- -

PRESIDENT DONAL~ J. TRUMP 

When: 10 :30AM ET 
Where: The White House 

Livestream: HERE 

"I I vauka Trump: :Viar ling the 20th Anniversary of TVP A this month, we ¼ill host a (fDvVhite House Summit on Human 
Trafficl--ing tomorrow. By convening lawmakers. sunivors & action-oriented groups. we ¼ill identify-further solutions to 
#EndTrafficl--ing at home and abroad. 

"l 1vauka Trump : 24.g :\'I people are trapped in forced slavery, domestic senih1de or sex trafficking, many in America. (fDPOTUS 
¼ill sign an EO to combat #HumanTrafficl--ing today, strengthening our resolve to hold pemetrators accountable & restore human 
dignity for ,--ictims. 

Additional Background: President Tnnnp has prioritized leveraging every resource of the Federal government to end the scourge 
of human trafficl--ing. On December 31, 2019, President Tmmp issued a Proclamation on National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month (here ). The President's InteragencyTask Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
in Persons works tirelessly to prosec·ute traffickers, protect sun--ivors, and prevent future crime. You can read more here . 

Thank you. 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office o ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4s6-8491 I C E: William.F.Crozer(<'.Dwho.eop.gov 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000002



 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000003



From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 8:58 AM -06:00 
To: Daniel Lurie <Daniel.Lurie@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Darci Flynn 
<Darci .Flynn@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: LIVESTREAM: White House Summit on Human Trafficking (TODAY, 10:30AM ET) 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 8:57:10 AM 
Subject: LIVESTREAM: White House Summit on Human Trafficking (TODAY, 10:30AM ET) 

.. 

THE ~Ylll'l'E !HOUSE 

Today, Friday, .T anuary 31, the \'Vhite House is hosting a Summit on Human Trdfficking: Honoring the 20th Anniversary 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA). The event ,vill include briefings and discussion ,\ith Senior Administration 
Officials and outside stakeholders around paths fon.vard to combat trafficking in persons as well as innovative solutions to end 
human trafficldng on the state, local, and tribal levels. President Donald Tmmp ·will give remarks and sign an Executive Order 
providing additional resources to combat human trafficl--ing. Among other actions, the Executive Order ,\ill create a new position on 
the vVhite House Domestic Policy Council focused exclusively on combating human trafficl--ing and task the State Department ,vith 
creating a website to serve as a clearinghouse where law enforcement officials, victims, advocates , and others can get infonnation on 
government-;vide efforts to combat human trafficldng. The President's remarks ·will be preceded by disrnssion panels - including 
one ¼ith State and local elected officials. Below, please find additional infonnation including a Live stream of the event. 

White House Summit on Human Trafficking 

"MV ADMIN IISTRATION IS COMMITIE1D f ,Q LEVERAGING 
EVERY RESOURCE WE H'AVE TO CONFR.ONiTTHIS THREAT, 
to support the victims and survivors, and to hold 
traffickers accountab le for their heinous crimes." 

- -

PRESIDENT DONAL~ J. TRUMP 

When: 10 :30AM ET 
Where: The White House 

Livestream: HERE 

"I I vauka Trump: :Viar ling the 20th Anniversary of TVP A this month, we ¼ill host a (fDvVhite House Summit on Human 
Trafficl--ing tomorrow. By convening lawmakers. sunivors & action-oriented groups. we ¼ill identify-further solutions to 
#EndTrafficl--ing at home and abroad. 

"l 1vauka Trump : 24.g :\'I people are trapped in forced slavery, domestic senih1de or sex trafficking, many in America. (fDPOTUS 
¼ill sign an EO to combat #HumanTrafficl--ing today, strengthening our resolve to hold pemetrators accountable & restore human 
dignity for ,--ictims. 

Additional Background: President Tnnnp has prioritized leveraging every resource of the Federal government to end the scourge 
of human trafficl--ing. On December 31, 2019, President Tmmp issued a Proclamation on National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month (here ). The President's InteragencyTask Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
in Persons works tirelessly to prosec·ute traffickers, protect sun--ivors, and prevent future crime. You can read more here . 

Thank you. 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office o ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4s6-8491 I C E: William.F.Crozer(<'.Dwho.eop.gov 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000004



 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 2:29 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov> 
Subject: Coronavirus Announcement 

Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

·         Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

·         Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 4:26 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov> 
Subject: RE: Coronavirus Announcement 

Mayor Lightfoot,

 

Please join the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) and Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) for a

briefing call THIS EVENING (Friday, January 31) at 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time. The briefing call will overview the President’s

Coronavirus Task Force update from this afternoon and the further partnership with state and local governments. Joining from the

CDC will be Deputy Director for Infectious Disease Dr. Jay Butler.

 

Briefing Call

Date: TODAY -- Friday, January 31, 2020

Time: 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Call-In Information: CLICK HERE (Participants will receive instructions on accessing the conference after RSVPing to the link

below)

 

Thanks,

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO 

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 3:29 PM

To: 'Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org' <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; 'Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org'

<Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>

Subject: Coronavirus Announcement

 

Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

·         Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

·         Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 5:04 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Coronavirus Announcement 

FYI 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 2:29:06 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>

Subject: Coronavirus Announcement

 
Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

·         Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

·         Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 5:04 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Coronavirus Announcement 

FYI 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 2:29:06 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>

Subject: Coronavirus Announcement

 
Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

·         Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

·         Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Saturday, February 01, 2020 3:08 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov> 
Subject: RE: Coronavirus Announcement 

Darcie – Can you send me your number or give me a call today? We’re going through some planning here with all of our

departments and need some direction from your folks.

 

Thanks.

 

Maurice

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 2:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>

Subject: Coronavirus Announcement

 

Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

 

 

• 

• 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, February 01, 2020 3:08 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov> 
Subject: RE: Coronavirus Announcement 

Darcie – Can you send me your number or give me a call today? We’re going through some planning here with all of our

departments and need some direction from your folks.

 

Thanks.

 

Maurice

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 2:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>

Subject: Coronavirus Announcement

 

Mayor Lightfoot -

 

At 3:30, the President’s Task Force on the Coronavirus will announce that beginning at 5 p.m. tomorrow, February 1, the U.S.

Government will increase efforts to detect and contain the coronavirus proactively and aggressively. You can watch the

announcement here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/. These efforts will include:

 

Anyone returning from the U.S. from Hubei province will be subject to 14 days of mandatory quarantine, to ensure they’re

provided proper medical care and health screening.

Anyone returning to the U.S. from the rest of mainland China will undergo 14 days of monitored self-quarantine to ensure

they’ve not contracted the virus and do not pose a public health risk.

 

If you have any questions, I have cc’d my colleague from the Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston – on this

email.

 

Thank you.

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

• 

• 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, February 01, 2020 3:15 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Contact Information 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Date: February 1, 2020 at 3:43:20 PM EST

To: "jenny.durkan@seattle.gov" <jenny.durkan@seattle.gov>

Subject: Contact Information 

 
Darcie L. Johnston

Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Office of the Secretary

202-690-1058 (office)

 (cell)

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode  

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA)
<Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS)
<William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L.
EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>;
Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
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Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode  

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Busy 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman, Laura
(HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan,
Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay
C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
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Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode  

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:46 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman,

Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert

(Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C.

(CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where:  passcode 
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Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode # 

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Busy 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman, Laura
(HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan,
Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay
C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:46 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman,

Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert

(Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C.

(CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where: passcode
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From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2020 3:47 PM -06:00 
To: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston,
Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will
(HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher,
Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>;
Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
CC: Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 

Dr. Butler is best placed to represent CDC on this call.  He is cc’ed here.

 
-----Original Appointment-----

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:46 PM

To: maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Brady, Will (HHS/IOS); Crozer, William F.

EOP/WHO; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS); Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD);

Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:15 PM-5:25 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where:  passcode 
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From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2020 3:48 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 

The Director of the CDC will also be on the phone. I'll also have Allison join.

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:47 PM

To: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie

(HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS)

<William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

<jcb3@cdc.gov>

Cc: Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>

Subject: RE: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

 

Dr. Butler is best placed to represent CDC on this call.  He is cc’ed here.

 
-----Original Appointment-----

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:46 PM

To: maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Brady, Will (HHS/IOS); Crozer, William F.

EOP/WHO; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS); Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD);

Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:15 PM-5:25 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where: passcode 
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Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode  

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> 

From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:47 PM

To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where:  passcode 

 

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:46 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman,

Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert

(Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C.

(CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where:  passcode 
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From: Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2020 3:49 PM -06:00 
To: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
CC: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Trueman,
Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F.
EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>;
McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 

I include D. Butler in the calendar invite. We need him on the call please. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 2, 2020, at 4:47 PM, Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> wrote:

Dr. Butler is best placed to represent CDC on this call.  He is cc’ed here.

 
-----Original Appointment-----

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:46 PM

To: maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Brady, Will (HHS/IOS);

Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS); Messonnier, Nancy

(CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD); Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:15 PM-5:25 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where:  passcode 
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From: Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2020 3:50 PM -06:00 
To: Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD)
<nar5@cdc.gov> 
CC: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Trueman,
Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F.
EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>;
McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 

I’ll be there, Darcie

 

From: Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:50 PM

To: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>

Cc: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA)

<Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert

(Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Re: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

 

I include D. Butler in the calendar invite. We need him on the call please. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 2, 2020, at 4:47 PM, Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> wrote:

Dr. Butler is best placed to represent CDC on this call.  He is cc’ed here.

 
-----Original Appointment-----

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:46 PM

To: maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Brady, Will

(HHS/IOS); Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS);

Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD); Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:15 PM-5:25 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where:  passcode
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From: Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, February 02, 2020 3:54 PM -06:00 
To: Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> 
CC: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>;
Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady,
Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher,
Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Subject: Re: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 

Thank you! 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 2, 2020, at 4:50 PM, Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov> wrote:

I’ll be there, Darcie

 

From: Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:50 PM

To: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>

Cc: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>; maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA)

<Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>;

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Re: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

 

I include D. Butler in the calendar invite. We need him on the call please. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 2, 2020, at 4:47 PM, Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> wrote:

Dr. Butler is best placed to represent CDC on this call.  He is cc’ed here.

 
-----Original Appointment-----

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:46 PM

To: maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Brady,

Will (HHS/IOS); Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; McGowan, Robert (Kyle)

(CDC/OD/OCS); Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD); Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD)

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:15 PM-5:25 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).

Where:  passcode
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Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot 
Location:  passcode  

Start: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:15 PM -06:00 
End: Sunday, February 02, 2020 4:25 PM -06:00 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: None 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) 
Required Attendees: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 

From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:48 PM

To: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where:  passcode 

 

From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:47 PM

To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fw: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where:  passcode 

 

From: Stevens, Lee (OS/IEA) <Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov>

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 3:46 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA) <Darcie.Johnston@hhs.gov>; Trueman,

Laura (HHS/IEA) <Laura.Trueman@hhs.gov>; Brady, Will (HHS/IOS) <William.Brady@hhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; McGowan, Robert

(Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov>; Butler, Jay C.

(CDC/DDID/OD) <jcb3@cdc.gov>

Subject: Call with Dep. Sec Hargan and Mayor Lightfoot

When: Sunday, February 2, 2020 4:15 PM-4:25 PM.

Where: passcode
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2020 8:13 AM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION: National Briefing Call on the President's Coronavirus Task Force (TODAY, 12 PM ET) .. 

T H£ WHI T £. HOIJ SE 

Please join us for a national briefing call on Monday, February 3 at 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the President's Coronav:inrn 
Task Force. The national briefing call ,vill :include updates from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services and Centern for 
Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) along "\,\ith our Federal partners at U.S. Department of Homeland Securi ty, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, and the State Department. This national briefing call v,ill provide an update from the Federal government and our 
ongoing partnership v,ith State and local jurisdictions. 

Briefing Call 
Date: }:fonday, Febmal}'3 
Time: 12:00 P:.VI Eastern Time (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE (if you have already registered, please disregard this email) 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you "\,\ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )rote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration :information. 

Thanks, 

v\Till:iam F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office of Inter overnmental Affairn 
0: 202-4fj6-8491 I C I E: W:ill:iam.F.Crozer(f1lwho.eop.gov 
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From: /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9BF9EDEB4B8444D7B252027F6EB58B71-MAURICE CLA 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 12:12 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;
breelyn.pete@lacity.org <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher
<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; Restler, Lincoln <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; stephanie.formas@seattle.gov
<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady
<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO
<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:12 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;
breelyn.pete@lacity.org <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher
<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; Restler, Lincoln <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; stephanie.formas@seattle.gov
<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady
<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO
<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:12 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;
breelyn.pete@lacity.org <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher
<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; Restler, Lincoln <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; stephanie.formas@seattle.gov
<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady
<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO
<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:34 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

Thanks. Have you shared with the cities that signed? Let m know if I can help

I will also send to delegation.

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org'

<breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln'

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>;

Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering

this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail,

and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending

the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:41 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Yes, all of the chiefs of staff were on the message.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 6, 2020, at 1:34 PM, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Thanks. Have you shared with the cities that signed? Let m know if I can help

I will also send to delegation.

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:41 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Yes, all of the chiefs of staff were on the message.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 6, 2020, at 1:34 PM, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Thanks. Have you shared with the cities that signed? Let m know if I can help

I will also send to delegation.

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:42 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

Got it- sorry, totally missed that.

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:41 PM

To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Yes, all of the chiefs of staff were on the message.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 6, 2020, at 1:34 PM, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Thanks. Have you shared with the cities that signed? Let m know if I can help

I will also send to delegation.

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Allison Arwady 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 3:23 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

Thanks.

May I share this with my public health counterparts from the Big Cities Health Coalition (the public health directors/commissioners

from the 30 largest cities; we talk monthly about issues like this)? Or do you prefer I don’t?

 

Allison

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org'

<breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln'

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>;

Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 3:23 PM -06:00 
To: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Yes, go for it

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 6, 2020, at 3:23 PM, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Thanks.

May I share this with my public health counterparts from the Big Cities Health Coalition (the public health

directors/commissioners from the 30 largest cities; we talk monthly about issues like this)? Or do you prefer I don’t?

 

Allison

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for

delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please

respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout

thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 3:23 PM -06:00 
To: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Yes, go for it

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 6, 2020, at 3:23 PM, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Thanks.

May I share this with my public health counterparts from the Big Cities Health Coalition (the public health

directors/commissioners from the 30 largest cities; we talk monthly about issues like this)? Or do you prefer I don’t?

 

Allison

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 1:13 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for

delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please

respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout

thereof.
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From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 7:42 PM -06:00 
Subject: Meeting Readout -- White House Discussion with State, County, & City Public Health Officials on COVID-19 

Good Evening,

 

Today, the White House met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for

their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19. Below is a

readout from that meeting.

 

White House Press Pool Report:

Today, the White House met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for

their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19. The

discussion focused on the importance of the public health partnership at various levels of government and underscored the

importance community preparedness. The Trump Administration thanks State and local public health officials for their hard work and

service, and looks forward to the continued partnership.

 

Federal agencies with individuals in attendance at the meeting included: the White House, Domestic Policy Council, Office of

Management & Budget, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS), Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), U.S.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), and the U.S. Department of State.

 

States and territories that were expected to be in attendance included: Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Iowa,

Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North Carolina, North Dakota, Nebraska, New

Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Nevada, North Carolina, Northern Mariana Islands, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Puerto Rico,

Tennessee, Texas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Vermont, Washington, and West Virginia.

 

 

Social Media from the Meeting:

Source

 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

 

- ASTHO W' @ASTHO 

RIGHT NOW; @ASTHO members are at the 
@WhiteHouse with other public health officials to 
discuss state, county, and city preparedness and 
response efforts to #COVID19 
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 3:59 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOPNVHO <Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President & Coronavirus Task Force News Conference TODAY at 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

THE WHIT E. H-OUS:I: 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Today (Wednesday, February 26) at 6:30 PM Eastern Time, President Donald J. Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, and Members 
of the Coronavirus Task Force will Hold a News Conference from the White House James S. Brady Briefing Room. 

You can view the news conference here: WhiteHouse.gov/Live . 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Nie 

Nicholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
White House Office o ntal Affairs 
0: 202-456-2132 IC: E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov 
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1600 Daily

The White House • February 26, 2020

President Trump’s aggressive coronavirus response

Watch LIVE at 6:30 p.m. ET as President Trump and members of the Coronavirus Task Force hold a news conference. 

Under President Trump’s leadership, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American

people.

 

Tonight at 6:30 p.m. ET, the President and members of the Coronavirus Task Force will hold a news conference to update Americans

on the federal response to the coronavirus. 

 

Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment

strategy—has given local officials time to prepare. Last month, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Health and

Human Services Secretary Alex Azar and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response.

 

As a result, America has been able to stay ahead of the outbreak as it develops abroad.

 

The Trump Administration also recently requested new funding authorities from Congress. With this action, the Administration expects

to allocate at least $2.5 billion to fight the coronavirus. That funding will go toward public health preparedness, laboratory testing,

quarantine costs, the development of vaccines, and other healthcare priorities. 

 

One principle in particular has defined President Trump’s approach: radical transparency. Rather than keep Americans in the dark, the

Administration wants citizens to be able to see inside each step of the process. The President also wants all Americans to understand

how their government is working hard to keep them safe. 

 

“We’re taking this incredibly serious here in the United States,” Secretary Azar said. “We are doing the most aggressive containment

efforts in modern history to prevent further spread in the United States. We’re going to continue taking those measures.”

 

Tune in to President Trump’s briefing LIVE at 6:30 p.m. ET. 

 

READ: “Our coronavirus response is protecting Americans”

From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 4:39 PM -06:00 
Subject: Re: The President & Coronavirus Task Force News Conference TODAY at 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Note: You may have already received this email or members of your team may have received it. I had a glitch with my email

distribution, so I’m resending to ensure you received this.

 
 
State Leaders and Staff,
 
Below you will find additional information. 
 

 

 

 

Thanks,
Nic 
 

On Feb 26, 2020, at 4:58 PM, Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> wrote:

State Leaders and Staff,

Today (Wednesday, February 26) at 6:30 PM Eastern Time, President Donald J. Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, and Members
of the Coronavirus Task Force will Hold a News Conference from the White House James S. Brady Briefing Room.  
 
You can view the news conference here: WhiteHouse.gov/Live.
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Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:42 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: HIGHLIGHTS I President Trump and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force Hold a News Conference 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

This evening, President Donald J. Trump and members of the Coronavirus Task Force briefed reporters on the extensive efforts 
underway to continue effectively combatting coronavirus. You can see the full video the news conference here . Below you find 
highlights from that news conference. 

During the news conference, Vice President Mike Pence noted the State and local partnership saying, "And we'll also be 
continuing to reach out to governors, state and local officials. In fact, in the recent days, the White House met with over 
forty state, county and city health officials from over 30 states and territories to discuss how to respond to this -- to the 
potential threat of the coronavirus." 

You can find Secretary Alex Azar's remarks at the February 2~ HHS press briefing on the Adminis tration's response to 
COVID-19 here. 

You can find the latest information atCDC .qov . CDC's Twitter account is also a great resource to echo - you can find it here: 
twitter .com/CDCgov. 

The W11rte House 0 
OWhu-loun 

President @re21IDon21ldlrump just held a news 
conference on the coronavirus: 

'"The number-one priority from our standpoint is the 
he-altlh and safety of the American people ." 

Source 

HIGHLIGHTS I President Trump and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force Hold a News Conference 

This evening, the President and members of the task force briefed reporters on the extensive efforts underway to 
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continue effectively combatting coronavirus.

THE PRESIDENT’S AGGRESSIVE RESPONSE

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Because of all we’ve done, the risk to the American people remains very low. We have the
greatest experts in the world, really in the world, right here. The people that are called upon by other countries when
things like this happen. We’re ready to adapt and we’re ready to do whatever we have to as the disease spreads, if it
spreads.”

·         VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “President Trump’s made clear from the first days of this Administration, we have no higher
priority than the safety, security, health and well-being of the American people. And from the first word of an outbreak of
the coronavirus, the President took unprecedented steps to protect the American people from the spread of this disease.”

·         HHS SECRETARY AZAR: “The President’s early and decisive actions – including travel restrictions – have succeeded in
buying us incredibly valuable time. This has helped us contain the spread of the virus, handle the cases that we have,
and prepare for the possibility that we will need to mitigate broader spread of infections within the United States. The
President’s actions taken with the strong support of his scientific advisers have proven to be appropriate, wise, and well-
calibrated to the situation.”

 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I’m going to be putting our Vice President Mike Pence in charge and Mike will be working with
the professionals – doctors and everybody else that’s working. The team is brilliant. I spent a lot of time with the team
over the last couple of weeks. But they’re totally brilliant and we’re doing really well, and Mike is going to be in charge.
And Mike will report back to me.”

·         VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “My role will be to continue to bring that team together, to bring to the President the best
options for action to see to the safety and well-being and health of the American people. And we’ll also be continuing to
reach out to governors, state and local officials. In fact, in the recent days, the White House met with over forty state,
county and city health officials from over 30 states and territories to discuss how to respond to this -- to the potential
threat of the coronavirus.”

·         VICE PRESIDENT PENCE: “We’ll also be working with members of Congress to ensure that the resources are available
for this whole of government response and we will be working very closely with Secretary Azar and his team that have
done an outstanding job communicating to the public to ensure the American people have the best information on ways
to protect themselves and their families and also that the public has the most timely information on the potential threat to
the American people.”

·         HHS SECRETARY AZAR: “And I just want to say I could not be more delighted that you’ve asked the Vice President, my
old friend and colleague, to lead this whole of government approach with us.”

 

EMERGENCY FUNDING

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We were asking for $2.5 billion and we think that’s a lot. But the Democrats and, I guess, Senator
Schumer wants us to have much more than that. And normally in life I’d say ‘we’ll take it’, ‘we’ll take it.’ If they want to
give more, we’ll do more. We’re going to spend whatever’s appropriate.”

 

SCREENING AND CONTAINING CORONAVIRUS CASES

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Now, what we’ve done is we’ve stopped non-US citizens from coming into America from China.
That was done very early on. We’re screening people, and we have been at a very high level, screening people coming
into the country from infected areas. We have in quarantine those infected and those at risk. We have a lot of great
quarantine facilities.”

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Of the fifteen people – the original fifteen, as I call them – eight of them have returned to their
homes, to stay in their homes, until fully recovered. One is in the hospital. And five have fully recovered. And one is, we
think in pretty good shape. And that’s in-between hospital and going home. So we have a total of -- but we have a total of
fifteen people and they’re in the process of recovering, with some already having fully recovered.”

 

EXTENSIVE PREPARATION EFFORTS

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “But we’re very, very ready for this – for anything – whether it’s going to be a breakout of larger
proportions or whether or not we’re, you know, we’re at that very low level. And we want to keep it that way.”

·         HHS SECRETARY AZAR: “There are five major priorities in the White House request to Congress that the White House
made on Monday. These priorities are first, expanding our surveillance network, second, support for state and local
governments’ work, third and fourth, development of therapeutics and vaccines, and fifth, manufacturing and purchase of
personal protective equipment like gowns and masks.”

·         CDC PRINCIPAL DEPUTY DIRECTOR SCHUCHAT: “However, we do expect more cases. And this is a good time toIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000049



prepare. We—as you heard, it’s the perfect time for businesses, health care systems, universities, and schools to look at
their pandemic preparedness plans, dust them off, and make sure that they’re ready. And we have lots more information
at the CDC’S website and in partnership on how to do that. But it’s also a really good time for the American public to
prepare and for you to know what this means for you.”

·         CDC PRINCIPAL DEPUTY DIRECTOR SCHUCHAT: “We’re in this together, all of government, the public and the
private sector. And the CDC wants to make sure you have the best information available every day.”

 

DEVELOPING A VACCINE

·         PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We’re rapidly developing a vaccine and they can speak to you, the professionals can speak to
you about that. The vaccine is coming along well and in speaking to the doctors, we think that this is something that we
can develop fairly rapidly.”

 

 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne
Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org'

<breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln'

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>;

Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:39 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>;
Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org'

<breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln'

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>;

Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the novel

coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne
Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne
Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the
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person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:35 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel
Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher

<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov'

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot' <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO' <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,
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Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 7:47 AM -06:00 
To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel
Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>;

Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>;

'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>;

Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>;

Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter
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William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein

and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient

of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you

are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any

attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to

the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail

and printout thereof.
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From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 8:30 AM -06:00 
To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel
Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

I’ll reach back out shortly.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 28, 2020, at 7:47 AM, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;
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<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s)

named herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are

not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly

prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual

sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and

printout thereof.
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 11 :31 AM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO 
<Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President to Hold Press Conference TODAY at 1 :30 p.m. ET 

THE WHIT E. H-OUS:I: 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Today (Saturday, February 29) at 1: 30 p.m. Eastern Time, President Donald J. Trump will delivers remarks on the latest COVID-
19 developments. 

You can view the remarks here: White House.gov/Live . 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Nie 

Nicholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
White House Office o~ntal Affairs 
0: 202-456-2132 IC: ........ E:Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 12:15 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison 
<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley 
<M ichae I.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel .Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: The President to Hold Press Conference TODAY at 1 :30 p.m. ET 

FYI 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 11 :31 AM 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO 
<Olivia .P .Im hoff2@who .eop. gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/W HO <Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President to Hold Press Conference TODAY at 1 :30 p.m. ET 

THE WH!T I'. HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Today (Saturday, February 29) at 1: 30 p.m. Eastern Time, President Donald J. Trump will delivers remarks on the latest COVID-
19 developments. 

You can view the remarks here: White House.gov/Live . 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Nie 

Nicholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
White House Office o ntal Affairs I. te . 111· 

0: 202-456-2132 IC E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain 
legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person 
responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e
mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of 
any e-mail and printout thereof. 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 12:15 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison 
<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley 
<M ichae I.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel .Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: The President to Hold Press Conference TODAY at 1 :30 p.m. ET 

FYI 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 11 :31 AM 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO 
<Olivia .P .Im hoff2@who .eop. gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/W HO <Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President to Hold Press Conference TODAY at 1 :30 p.m. ET 

THE WH!T I'. HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Today (Saturday, February 29) at 1: 30 p.m. Eastern Time, President Donald J. Trump will delivers remarks on the latest COVID-
19 developments. 

You can view the remarks here: White House.gov/Live . 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Nie 

Nicholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
White House Office o~ntal Affairs 
0: 202-456-2132 I C ..... E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain 
legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person 
responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e
mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of 
any e-mail and printout thereof. 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2020 3:27 PM -06:00 
Subject: What You Need To Know: The Trump-Pence Adminis tration Is Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach To 
Address the Coronavirus 

T H E \i\!"11TE !lOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

Under the leadership of President Tmmp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the 
health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Tmmp at the beginning of the COVID-19 (Coronavims) 
out break-including pm dent travel restrictimrn and an early containment strategy- has given state and local officials and private 
sector partners time to prepare. Last month, the President fonned a Coronavims Task Force, led by Vice Presid ent :\'like Pence and 
comprised of subject-matter e:,q:ierts, to organize a whole-of-government respome. The Administration and Coronavinrn Task Force 
have and v.ill continue to work v.ith State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in pr eparing for and 
responding to the C oronavinrn. It is important to note that at this time, the risk of infection for Americairn remaii rn low, and all 
agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evohing situation and to keep our partners and the public 
informed. Below, please find additional pertinent information. 

Up-To-Date Information: Additional helpful resources and up-to-date information can h e found on the b elow websites and social 
media channels. 

For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Tv.itter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Tv.itter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Latest Updates: Below, please find pertinent updates on ,\dministrations actions. 
President Donald J. Trump & Vice President Mike Pence Press Conference with HHS , CDC, & NIH Officials 
on Saturday, February 29 (video / remark.. ) 
FDA Issues New Policy to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics. The U.S. Food and Dmg ,\dministratio n' s 
issued a new policy for certain laboratories seeking to develop diagnostic tests for coronavims in order t o achieve more rapid 
testing capacity in the U.S. (more here ) 
The A<Jsociuted Press: Pence Says States Will Receive Help If Corona virus Spreads. Vice Presiden t :\'like Pen ce 
said Friday that the federal government is prepared to assist the states if the coronavims spreads significantly across the 
country- an evenhiality he called unlikely. Pence told a brief press conferen ce in Florida tha t as a fonn er Indiana governor 
he understands the need for state and federal partnerships in dealing with a poten tial health crisis. Preside nt Donald Tmmp 
appointed Pence on Wednesday to oversee the administration's response to the coronavims. Pence was in Florida to speak to 
a conservative political group and raise money for Republican congressional campaigns, hut also met v.ith GOP Gov. Ron 
De Santis and his health staff at Palm Beach International Airport before speaking v,ith reporters. (more hen:) 
USA Today: 'No Need To Panic': President Trump Says Risk To Americans Is Low As First Coronavirus 
Death Reported In U.S. In a rare tele\ised news conference from the V-lhite House on Saturday , President Donald Tm mp 
said the risk to Americans from coronmims remains low and that he would meet v.ith pharmaceutical companies next week 
to discuss development of a vaccine. His comments came as the first U.S. death from the disease was report ed. Tmmp and 
Vice President :\'like Pence also announced new travel restrictions to combat the \ims, which h as infe cted more than 84,000 
people and killed nearly 3,000 people globally. An existing travel ban on Iran v.ill be e:,q:ianded to prevent any foreign national 
who has been in that country in the past 14 days from entering the U.S. The administration also ad\ised Americans not to 
travel to regions of Italy and South Korea that have been impacted by the \ims. (more hen:) 

He]pfn] Ageuey C1mt:wt Infouuatiou· Below, please find contact infonnation for our Intergovernmental ,\flairs colleague s 
across the Federal family. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services - Darcie ,Johnston (Office - 202-853-0582 / Cell - Email -
darcie.j ohnsto n(W hhs.gov ) 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security- Cherie Short (Office - 202-441-3101 / Cell - - / Email
cherie.short(W hg.dhs.gov ) 
U.S. Department of State - Bill Killion (Office - 202-64 7-7595 / Cell - Email - killio nw(f1lstate.gov) 
U.S. Department of Transportation - Sean Poole (Office - 202-59 7-5109 / Cell - ■■■ / Email -
se an.poole (fD dot.gov ) 

The V\lbite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs ,vill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assista nce. As a reminder , v\TH IGA is the primar y liaison betwee n th e 
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White House and State and local elected officials.
 
Sincerely,
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
              
William F. Crozer
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

President’s Coronavirus Task Force
 

 

Vice President Mike Pence: “Today, I led a meeting of the White House Coronavirus Taskforce at @HHSgov. Grateful for the
work of @SecAzar, @Surgeon_General, @NIH, Dr. Fauci and more. As President @realDonaldTrump said, we’re ready and we’ll

continue to put the health and safety of the American people first.
 
Led by Vice President Mike Pence, the Task Force is leading the United States Government response to the novel 2019 coronavirus.
The Task Force is composed of subject matter experts from the White House and several United States Government agencies and
includes some of the Nation’s foremost experts on infectious diseases. The Task Force leads the Administration’s efforts to monitor,
contain, and mitigate the spread of the virus, while ensuring that the American people have the most accurate and up-to-date health
and travel information. Additional information about the Task Force can be found here. If you would like to contact the Task Force,
please reach out to White House Intergovernmental Affairs Staff.
  

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-
Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American People

 

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy (more here), which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the American public remains low and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China. This is chief among
reasons why the threat to Americans from coronavirus remains low.
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·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread.
·         The White House has already met with over 40 state, county and health officials in 30 states on how to respond to the

potential threat of the coronavirus. We will be continuing to reach out to governors, state and local officials, and Members of
Congress to ensure they have the necessary resources.

·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors.
 
While the threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task Force to
take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no restrictions on travel anywhere in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
The United States is helping lead the global response to the coronavirus outbreak and offering assistance to the
Chinese people in their time of need.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force and Administration continue to operationalize a unified government-wide public health
response.

·         The Administration has requested funding from Congress to help cover all the needs across the federal government to remain
prepared for the Coronavirus – the Administration encourages Congress to move expeditiously to provide additional
resources to the Federal government and our State and local partners.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and conference call briefings with Federal partners (January 30,
February 9, and February 20) – and another one is scheduled for March 2.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 

Excerpt from On-The-Record Pen and Pad Roundtable by Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar and Other Senior Administration Officials on Resources Available to

Combat the Coronavirus (February 28, 2020)
 
SECRETARY AZAR:   Well, thanks for coming, everybody.  In case you didn’t hear from us enough the other night, wanted to give
you an update on the budget issues, in particular.
 
As the President has repeatedly emphasized, there is no higher priority for us than protecting the health and safety of Americans. 
Thanks to the President’s aggressive containment efforts, at this time, the risk from COVID-19 to the American public is low.  But as
we have all repeatedly emphasized, that has the potential to change. 
 
The President’s bold, decisive decisions have brought us extremely -- have bought us extremely valuable time to prepare for the
possibility that the situation may worsen and we may need to mitigate its spread in the United States.  That time is valuable for all
sorts of things, including state and local preparation, and the development of diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.
 
It’s also helped us determine our funding and resource needs, allowing the White House to make its supplemental funding request of
Congress earlier this week.  We want to work with Congress to determine the funds we need for FY2020 first, because our priorities
here are speed and flexibility.
 
HHS is already using up the $105 million in the Infectious Disease Rapid Response Reserve Fund, which has been vital, but it’s not
enough -- which is why we are moving forward with a transfer of $136 million to continue our public health response, which I
notified Congress about on February the 2nd.
 
Thanks to investments supported by this administration, we have highly valuable and flexible relationships and contracting methods
for developing and purchasing diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines through entities like BARDA.  But we’ll need more money for
the focused drive toward countermeasures that we need to keep America safe.
 
Working on a supplemental needs to be a top priority for Congress.  As the President has said, this is not a time for politics.  We
cannot undertake all the preparation that it’s widely acknowledged we need without more funding. 
 
As chairman of the Coronavirus Task Force, I have already begun working alongside Vice President Pence, Acting Director Vought,
Director Ueland, and others to begin productive discussions with Congress about what funding should look like.
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We laid out five key elements of our supplemental request.  First, surveillance.  Second, state and local support.  Third, therapeutics. 
Fourth, vaccines.  And fifth, personal protective equipment, or PPE.
 
I want to mention some particular activities we plan with the funding.  With surveillance funds, we’ll build on existing influenza
surveillance systems, covering all states and adding coronavirus testing and reporting to the current flu systems.  We request funding
for grants to state and local jurisdictions for epidemiology, lab capacity, infection control, and other activities, complementing CDC
investments over the years.  And we’ve requested new funding for the 62 recipients of our hospital preparedness program.
 
We request $1 billion in support for the development of up to five candidate coronavirus vaccines, including support for one or more
through phase-three clinical trials.
 
On therapeutics and diagnostics, we request support for investigation of broad-spectrum antivirals, research on existing monoclonal
antibodies that work on other coronaviruses, development of new targeted monoclonal antibodies, and screening of small molecule
compounds that have existing clinical data.  We request support for these activities through early clinical trials.
 
We also request support for development of assays to ensure ready availability of diagnostics, plus funding to help the FDA support
these development priorities -- pipelines. 
 
On personal protective equipment, we propose almost half a billion dollars in investments for the Strategic National Stockpile to
increase production, capacity, and purchase of respirators, ventilators, and antimicrobials for secondary infections.
 
These kinds of activities will build on activities that we have prioritized and generously funded over the years.  Since FY2017, under
President Trump, the CDC’s budget has increased by $668 million, while NIH’s budget has increased by more than $7 billion.
 
The FY2020 appropriations signed by President Trump include $2.7 billion for preparedness programs in HHS’s Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, up about $600 million from FY2017.  That included a 130-million-dollar
increase in annual spending for the Strategic National Stockpile, and a 203-million-dollar increase in our Pandemic Preparedness
Program.
 
The President's 2021 budget for CDC, developed before we knew the coronavirus would present such an emergency, reflects similar
priorities.  It maintains the $675 million in state and local preparedness investments, the FEP funding.  It prioritizes infectious
disease funding and proposes a $50 million increase for CDC’s Global Health Security Agenda efforts.
 
That reflects this administration's longtime focus on effective preparedness programs, the CDC’s core mission of infectious disease
response, and support for tackling infectious disease threats, especially ones that can cross borders.
 
I've been a strong advocate for this work and so have leaders across the Trump administration.  Tragically, we are now reminded why
we've made the case for these priorities over the years.  And this situation demands more support from Congress, just as earlier
potential pandemic situations have.
 
[…]
 
DIRECTOR VOUGHT: So the first one I want to tackle is the total amount for CDC of fighting infectious diseases and
preparedness in the President's budget versus last year.  So, last year, fiscal year 2020, there was $4.182 billion for fighting infectious
diseases and preparedness within CDC.  We then increased that in the President's budget by 3 percent -- $135 million -- to $4.317
billion.
 
So from the standpoint of everything that -- all of the activities that are going on at CDC in this area, there's an increase of 3 percent.
 
There is a topline reduction in the President's budget for CDC in areas that are not infectious disease fighting and preparedness --
things like climate change research; things like occupational health research that is not going to go away, but is merely something
that we no longer feel like we need to jumpstart research that universities are doing, and they have been doing it since 1970, when
these programs were first created because it wasn't happening at universities.
 
We also think there's waste, fraud, and abuse in this area, where you have studies on how taxi drivers are taking too few bathroom
breaks, and whether that's an important occupational health issue.
 
Those are the kinds of things that we still think, even in a time of making sure that all the resources are there for CDC, we can find
inefficiencies and waste, and deal with mission creep at the same time.
 
So it is not true that we cut CDC infectious disease fighting -- which gets me to the second one, which I think this is the main
inaccuracy out there, which is this notion that you see in some of the New York Post and CNN reporting that we cut CDC by 80
percent.  It's flat-out inaccurate.
 
Let me explain how the numbers are concocted, comparing apples and oranges, to get that 80 percent.  When the Ebola
supplemental was passed, there was $597 million provided over five years.  It was not an annual spend; it was a five-year lump sum
supplemental.  Per year, that was $119 million for global health activities that would apply to any infectious disease.  But that was
passed by Congress as part of the Ebola supplemental.      
 
The last two years of that five-year supplemental, we began to make sure that it would be funded within the base amount of
resources.  So we put forward $50 million in Fiscal Year ’18, $50 million in Fiscal Year ’19, $125 million in Fiscal Year ’20, and in this
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budget we propose $175 million in Fiscal Year ‘21. 
 
So, in -- while it was still available, we were taking steps to make sure it was funded within base resources.  So when the supplemental
emergency funding expired, there would still be there, and then when that expired we then pulsed it up to $125 [million].  And this
year we propose it at $175 [million].  So significant resources there.
 
You hear, in the same kind of stories, about leaked memos regarding contingency plans.  Those were -- we never got to the point
where the funds were expired.  And so the contingency plans were what they're meant to be: contingency plans if the funds go away. 
So, kind of -- we keep seeing this story out there.  It's flat-out inaccurate. 
 
I want to talk a little bit about the run rate.  So when we talk about: Is there money in the account right now?  There's money in the
account.  We have spent $77 million of the $105 million that Secretary Azar mentioned. 
 
We will be able to get through into April.  We can't tell you with a specific degree of certainty, but we're in a good place right now,
temporarily.  The difference between what we have actually spent, and the -- and the amounts that are provided, we have committed
to other activities.  We need a supplemental; we need it soon.  There's no doubt about that.  But we haven't run out of money.  And
we've got some time and we think that Congress is taking this very seriously.
 
Eric will speak to how quickly they will move a supplemental.  But we're moving forward and we are making sure we have all the
accurate data. 
 
I've heard the argument from the Hill: “Well, you haven't given us all of the obligation rates.”  Well, that's because we're trying to get
all of the obligation rates ourselves: collect them, make sure we have all of them from the various different accounts across the
federal government, compile them, and get them to the Hill.  And we will be as transparent as we always have.
 
And then the last thing I would just say from a comparison of -- this is our sup request versus their sup request.  Remember that ours
was based on the notion of what's needed for the seven months remaining in Fiscal Year ‘20.  We put forward a two-and-a-half-
billion-dollar request.  The President has been very -- made it very clear.  Secretary Azar, as head of our task force, has made it very
clear.  We are willing to go to a higher level if Congress feels the need to do that.  But we put forward a two-and-a-half-billion-dollar
request based on what was required in seven months, knowing that we're going to go right into Fiscal Year ‘21 appropriations, and
build in additional resources for this area. 
 
So when you see a big number from Senator Schumer -- again, not much detail there, but the assumption is that that is a five-year
number.  “No-year money” was what we call it.  And so, to some extent, you're dealing, again, with apples and oranges.  The Ebola
supplemental was, again, no-year money, so it wasn't intended to be for what was needed in this particular fiscal year. 
 
So those are the main things that I've seen that I wanted to make sure we definitely unpack.  And I'm sure we'll do more of that in the
Q&A.
 

 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000073



From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2020 4:03 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO 
<Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: What You Need To Know: The Trump-Pence Adminis tration Is Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach To 
Address the Coronavirus 

.. 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Under the leadership of Pre8ident Trump and Vice Pre8ident Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government i8 worl-ing to protect the 
health and 8afety of the American people. Ded8ive action from Pre8ident Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 ( Coronavinrn) 
outbreak-including prudent travel re8trictimrn and an early containment 8trategy-ha8 given 8tate and local official8 and private 
8ector partners time to prepare. La8t month, the Pre8ident fonned a Coronavinrn Ta8k Force, led by Vice Pre8ident )>'like Pence and 
compri8ed of 8uhject-matter e:x1>ert8, to organize a whole-of-government re8pome. The Admini8tration and Coronavinrn Ta8k Force 
have and vdll continue to work vdth State-Local-Tribal official8 and pri,-dte 8ector and non-profit partners in preparing for and 
re8ponding to the C oronavinrn. It i8 important to note that at thi8 time, the ri8k of infection for America1rn remaii rn low, and all 
agencie8 are worl-ing aggre88ivelyto monitor thi8 continrnnrnly evoh-ing 8ituation and to keep our partner8 and the public 
informed. Below, plea8e find additional pertinent information. 

Up-To-Date Information: Additional helpful re8ource8 and up-to-date information can h e found on the b elow web8ite8 and 8odal 
media channels. 

For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Twitter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Twitter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Latest Updates: Below, plea8e find pertinent update8 on ,\dmini8tratimrn acti0118. 
President Donald J. Trump & Vice President Mike Pence Press Conference with HHS, CDC , & NIH Officials on 
Saturday, February 29 (video / remarks ) 
FDA Issues New Policy to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics. The U.S. Food and Drng ,\dmini8tration ' 8 I88u ed a 
new poliL-y for certain laborato rie8 8 eel-ing to develop diagno8tic te8t8 for coronavinrn in order to achieve more rapid te8ting 
capacity in the U.S. (more here ) 
The A<;sociated Press: Pence Says States Will Receive Help If Corona virus Spreads. Vice Pre8ident :.\'like Pen ce 8aid 
Friday that the federal government 18 prepared to a88I8t the 8tate8 if the coronavinrn 8preads 8ign:ificantly acro88 the country- an 
evenhiality he called unlikely. Pence told a briefpre88 conference in Florida that a8 a fonner Indiana governor he understand8 
the need for 8tate and federal partner8hip8 in dealing ¼ith a potential health cri8i8. Pre8ide nt Donald Trnmp appointed Pence on 
V,T edne8day to oversee the admini8tration'8 re8pmrne to the corona\-irn8. Pence wa8 in Florida to 8peak to a cmrnervative poli ti cal 
group and rai8e money for Republican congre88ional campaig1rn, but al8o met v.ith GOP Gov. Ron DeSanti8 and hi 8 health 8taff at 
Palm Beach International Airport before 8peal-ing v.ith reporters. (more here ) 
USA Today: 'No Need To Panic': President Trump Says Risk To.Ainericans Is Low As First Coronavirus Death 
Reported In U.S. In a rare tele\-i8ed new8 conference from the White Hmrne on Sah1rday, Pre8ident Donald Tnunp 8aid the 
ri8k to American8 from corona,inrn remai1rn low and that he would meet v.ith phannaceu ti cal compan:ie8 next week to di8CU88 
development of a vaccine. Hi8 cmmnent8 came a8 the fiIBt U.S. death from the di8ea8e wa8 reported. Trump and Vice Pre8ident 
:.\'like Pence al8o announced new travel re8trictimrn to combat the \"1nI8, which ha8 infected more than 84,000 people and 1-illed 
nearly 3,000 people globally. An exi8ting travel ban on Iran v.ill be expanded to prevent any foreign national who ha8 bee n in that 
country in the pa8t 14 day8 from entering the U.S. The admini8tration al8o ad\i8ed American8 not to travel to regimrn of Italy and 
South Korea that have been impacted by the \-inrn. (more here ) 

Helpful Agency Contact Information: Below, plea8e find contact infonnation for our Intergovernmental ,\ff airs colleagi.1e8 
acro88 the Federal family. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Sef\ice8 - Darde ,Joh1rnton (Office - 202-853-0582 / Cell - / Email -
darcie.j ohn8to n(!'tl hh8.gov) 
U.S. Department ofHmneland Security- Cherie Short (Office - 202-441-3101 /Cell--/ Email -
cherie.8hort@hg.dh8.gov ) 
U.S. Department of State - Bill Killion (Office - 202-647-7595 /Cell - -/ Email - l-illionw(!'cl8tate.gov) 
U.S. Department ofTrmrnportation - Sean Poole (Office - 202-597-5109 / Cell -- Email - 8ean.poole@dot.gov ) 
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The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do
not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the
White House and State and local elected officials.
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

President’s Coronavirus Task Force
 

 

Vice President Mike Pence: “Today, I led a meeting of the White House Coronavirus Taskforce at @HHSgov. Grateful for the
work of @SecAzar, @Surgeon_General, @NIH, Dr. Fauci and more. As President @realDonaldTrump said, we’re ready and we’ll

continue to put the health and safety of the American people first.
 
Led by Vice President Mike Pence, the Task Force is leading the United States Government response to the novel 2019 coronavirus.
The Task Force is composed of subject matter experts from the White House and several United States Government agencies and
includes some of the Nation’s foremost experts on infectious diseases. The Task Force leads the Administration’s efforts to monitor,
contain, and mitigate the spread of the virus, while ensuring that the American people have the most accurate and up-to-date health
and travel information. Additional information about the Task Force can be found here. If you would like to contact the Task Force,
please reach out to White House Intergovernmental Affairs Staff.
  

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-
Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American People

 

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy (more here), which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the American public remains low and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

.. 

. i ,I i:iitll ·1 _. . . ;, ~ • \j \1 \\ • ' " ~ ' 
" , (D .1 
BECAUSE OF. ALL-WE'VE DONE,-THE1- .r 

RISK TO THE AMERICAN PEOPtE 
REMAINS VERY LOW. 
PIHS I D f t<T DONALD J. TRUMP 
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·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China. This is chief among
reasons why the threat to Americans from coronavirus remains low.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread.
·         The White House has already met with over 40 state, county and health officials in 30 states on how to respond to the

potential threat of the coronavirus. We will be continuing to reach out to governors, state and local officials, and Members of
Congress to ensure they have the necessary resources.

·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors.
 
While the threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task Force to
take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no restrictions on travel anywhere in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
The United States is helping lead the global response to the coronavirus outbreak and offering assistance to the
Chinese people in their time of need.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force and Administration continue to operationalize a unified government-wide public health
response.

·         The Administration has requested funding from Congress to help cover all the needs across the federal government to remain
prepared for the Coronavirus – the Administration encourages Congress to move expeditiously to provide additional
resources to the Federal government and our State and local partners.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and conference call briefings with Federal partners (January 30,
February 9, and February 20) – and another one is scheduled for March 2.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 

Excerpt from On-The-Record Pen and Pad Roundtable by Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar and Other Senior Administration Officials on Resources Available to

Combat the Coronavirus (February 28, 2020)
 
SECRETARY AZAR:   Well, thanks for coming, everybody.  In case you didn’t hear from us enough the other night, wanted to give
you an update on the budget issues, in particular.
 
As the President has repeatedly emphasized, there is no higher priority for us than protecting the health and safety of Americans. 
Thanks to the President’s aggressive containment efforts, at this time, the risk from COVID-19 to the American public is low.  But as
we have all repeatedly emphasized, that has the potential to change. 
 
The President’s bold, decisive decisions have brought us extremely -- have bought us extremely valuable time to prepare for the
possibility that the situation may worsen and we may need to mitigate its spread in the United States.  That time is valuable for all
sorts of things, including state and local preparation, and the development of diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.
 
It’s also helped us determine our funding and resource needs, allowing the White House to make its supplemental funding request of
Congress earlier this week.  We want to work with Congress to determine the funds we need for FY2020 first, because our priorities
here are speed and flexibility.
 
HHS is already using up the $105 million in the Infectious Disease Rapid Response Reserve Fund, which has been vital, but it’s not
enough -- which is why we are moving forward with a transfer of $136 million to continue our public health response, which I
notified Congress about on February the 2nd.
 
Thanks to investments supported by this administration, we have highly valuable and flexible relationships and contracting methods
for developing and purchasing diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines through entities like BARDA.  But we’ll need more money for
the focused drive toward countermeasures that we need to keep America safe.
 
Working on a supplemental needs to be a top priority for Congress.  As the President has said, this is not a time for politics.  We
cannot undertake all the preparation that it’s widely acknowledged we need without more funding. 
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As chairman of the Coronavirus Task Force, I have already begun working alongside Vice President Pence, Acting Director Vought,
Director Ueland, and others to begin productive discussions with Congress about what funding should look like.
 
We laid out five key elements of our supplemental request.  First, surveillance.  Second, state and local support.  Third, therapeutics. 
Fourth, vaccines.  And fifth, personal protective equipment, or PPE.
 
I want to mention some particular activities we plan with the funding.  With surveillance funds, we’ll build on existing influenza
surveillance systems, covering all states and adding coronavirus testing and reporting to the current flu systems.  We request funding
for grants to state and local jurisdictions for epidemiology, lab capacity, infection control, and other activities, complementing CDC
investments over the years.  And we’ve requested new funding for the 62 recipients of our hospital preparedness program.
 
We request $1 billion in support for the development of up to five candidate coronavirus vaccines, including support for one or more
through phase-three clinical trials.
 
On therapeutics and diagnostics, we request support for investigation of broad-spectrum antivirals, research on existing monoclonal
antibodies that work on other coronaviruses, development of new targeted monoclonal antibodies, and screening of small molecule
compounds that have existing clinical data.  We request support for these activities through early clinical trials.
 
We also request support for development of assays to ensure ready availability of diagnostics, plus funding to help the FDA support
these development priorities -- pipelines. 
 
On personal protective equipment, we propose almost half a billion dollars in investments for the Strategic National Stockpile to
increase production, capacity, and purchase of respirators, ventilators, and antimicrobials for secondary infections.
 
These kinds of activities will build on activities that we have prioritized and generously funded over the years.  Since FY2017, under
President Trump, the CDC’s budget has increased by $668 million, while NIH’s budget has increased by more than $7 billion.
 
The FY2020 appropriations signed by President Trump include $2.7 billion for preparedness programs in HHS’s Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, up about $600 million from FY2017.  That included a 130-million-dollar
increase in annual spending for the Strategic National Stockpile, and a 203-million-dollar increase in our Pandemic Preparedness
Program.
 
The President's 2021 budget for CDC, developed before we knew the coronavirus would present such an emergency, reflects similar
priorities.  It maintains the $675 million in state and local preparedness investments, the FEP funding.  It prioritizes infectious
disease funding and proposes a $50 million increase for CDC’s Global Health Security Agenda efforts.
 
That reflects this administration's longtime focus on effective preparedness programs, the CDC’s core mission of infectious disease
response, and support for tackling infectious disease threats, especially ones that can cross borders.
 
I've been a strong advocate for this work and so have leaders across the Trump administration.  Tragically, we are now reminded why
we've made the case for these priorities over the years.  And this situation demands more support from Congress, just as earlier
potential pandemic situations have.
 
[…]
 
DIRECTOR VOUGHT: So the first one I want to tackle is the total amount for CDC of fighting infectious diseases and
preparedness in the President's budget versus last year.  So, last year, fiscal year 2020, there was $4.182 billion for fighting infectious
diseases and preparedness within CDC.  We then increased that in the President's budget by 3 percent -- $135 million -- to $4.317
billion.
 
So from the standpoint of everything that -- all of the activities that are going on at CDC in this area, there's an increase of 3 percent.
 
There is a topline reduction in the President's budget for CDC in areas that are not infectious disease fighting and preparedness --
things like climate change research; things like occupational health research that is not going to go away, but is merely something
that we no longer feel like we need to jumpstart research that universities are doing, and they have been doing it since 1970, when
these programs were first created because it wasn't happening at universities.
 
We also think there's waste, fraud, and abuse in this area, where you have studies on how taxi drivers are taking too few bathroom
breaks, and whether that's an important occupational health issue.
 
Those are the kinds of things that we still think, even in a time of making sure that all the resources are there for CDC, we can find
inefficiencies and waste, and deal with mission creep at the same time.
 
So it is not true that we cut CDC infectious disease fighting -- which gets me to the second one, which I think this is the main
inaccuracy out there, which is this notion that you see in some of the New York Post and CNN reporting that we cut CDC by 80
percent.  It's flat-out inaccurate.
 
Let me explain how the numbers are concocted, comparing apples and oranges, to get that 80 percent.  When the Ebola
supplemental was passed, there was $597 million provided over five years.  It was not an annual spend; it was a five-year lump sum
supplemental.  Per year, that was $119 million for global health activities that would apply to any infectious disease.  But that was
passed by Congress as part of the Ebola supplemental.      
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The last two years of that five-year supplemental, we began to make sure that it would be funded within the base amount of
resources.  So we put forward $50 million in Fiscal Year ’18, $50 million in Fiscal Year ’19, $125 million in Fiscal Year ’20, and in this
budget we propose $175 million in Fiscal Year ‘21. 
 
So, in -- while it was still available, we were taking steps to make sure it was funded within base resources.  So when the supplemental
emergency funding expired, there would still be there, and then when that expired we then pulsed it up to $125 [million].  And this
year we propose it at $175 [million].  So significant resources there.
 
You hear, in the same kind of stories, about leaked memos regarding contingency plans.  Those were -- we never got to the point
where the funds were expired.  And so the contingency plans were what they're meant to be: contingency plans if the funds go away. 
So, kind of -- we keep seeing this story out there.  It's flat-out inaccurate. 
 
I want to talk a little bit about the run rate.  So when we talk about: Is there money in the account right now?  There's money in the
account.  We have spent $77 million of the $105 million that Secretary Azar mentioned. 
 
We will be able to get through into April.  We can't tell you with a specific degree of certainty, but we're in a good place right now,
temporarily.  The difference between what we have actually spent, and the -- and the amounts that are provided, we have committed
to other activities.  We need a supplemental; we need it soon.  There's no doubt about that.  But we haven't run out of money.  And
we've got some time and we think that Congress is taking this very seriously.
 
Eric will speak to how quickly they will move a supplemental.  But we're moving forward and we are making sure we have all the
accurate data. 
 
I've heard the argument from the Hill: “Well, you haven't given us all of the obligation rates.”  Well, that's because we're trying to get
all of the obligation rates ourselves: collect them, make sure we have all of them from the various different accounts across the
federal government, compile them, and get them to the Hill.  And we will be as transparent as we always have.
 
And then the last thing I would just say from a comparison of -- this is our sup request versus their sup request.  Remember that ours
was based on the notion of what's needed for the seven months remaining in Fiscal Year ‘20.  We put forward a two-and-a-half-
billion-dollar request.  The President has been very -- made it very clear.  Secretary Azar, as head of our task force, has made it very
clear.  We are willing to go to a higher level if Congress feels the need to do that.  But we put forward a two-and-a-half-billion-dollar
request based on what was required in seven months, knowing that we're going to go right into Fiscal Year ‘21 appropriations, and
build in additional resources for this area. 
 
So when you see a big number from Senator Schumer -- again, not much detail there, but the assumption is that that is a five-year
number.  “No-year money” was what we call it.  And so, to some extent, you're dealing, again, with apples and oranges.  The Ebola
supplemental was, again, no-year money, so it wasn't intended to be for what was needed in this particular fiscal year. 
 
So those are the main things that I've seen that I wanted to make sure we definitely unpack.  And I'm sure we'll do more of that in the
Q&A.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2020 7:11 PM -06:00 
Subject: What You Need To Know: The Trump-Pence Adminis tration Is Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach To 
Address the Coronavirus 

T H E \i\!"11TE !lOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

Under the leadership of President Tmmp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the 
health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Tmmp at the beginning of the COVID-19 (Coronavims) 
out break-including pm dent travel restrictimrn and an early containment strategy- has given state and local officials and private 
sector partners time to prepare. Last month, the President fonned a Coronavims Task Force, led by Vice Presid ent :\'like Pence and 
comprised of subject-matter e:,q:ierts, to organize a whole-of-government respome. The Administration and Coronavinrn Task Force 
have and v.ill continue to work v.ith State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in pr eparing for and 
responding to the C oronavinrn. It is important to note that at this time, the risk of infection for Americairn remaii rn low, and all 
agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evohing situation and to keep our partners and the public 
informed. Below, please find additional pertinent information. 

Up-To-Date Information: Additional helpful resources and up-to-date information can h e found on the b elow websites and social 
media channels. 

For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Tv.itter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Tv.itter (here ) 
Facebook (here ) 

Latest Updates: Below, please find pertinent updates on ,\dministrations actions. 
President Donald J. Trump & Vice President Mike Pence Press Conference with HHS , CDC, & NIH Officials 
on Saturday, February 29 (video / remark.. ) 
FDA Issues New Policy to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics. The U.S. Food and Dmg ,\dministratio n' s 
issued a new policy for certain laboratories seeking to develop diagnostic tests for coronavims in order t o achieve more rapid 
testing capacity in the U.S. (more here ) 
The A<Jsociuted Press: Pence Says States Will Receive Help If Corona virus Spreads. Vice Presiden t :\'like Pen ce 
said Friday that the federal government is prepared to assist the states if the coronavims spreads significantly across the 
country- an evenhiality he called unlikely. Pence told a brief press conferen ce in Florida tha t as a fonn er Indiana governor 
he understands the need for state and federal partnerships in dealing with a poten tial health crisis. Preside nt Donald Tmmp 
appointed Pence on Wednesday to oversee the administration's response to the coronavims. Pence was in Florida to speak to 
a conservative political group and raise money for Republican congressional campaigns, hut also met v.ith GOP Gov. Ron 
De Santis and his health staff at Palm Beach International Airport before speaking v,ith reporters. (more hen:) 
USA Today: 'No Need To Panic': President Trump Says Risk To Americans Is Low As First Coronavirus 
Death Reported In U.S. In a rare tele\ised news conference from the V-lhite House on Saturday , President Donald Tm mp 
said the risk to Americans from coronmims remains low and that he would meet v.ith pharmaceutical companies next week 
to discuss development of a vaccine. His comments came as the first U.S. death from the disease was report ed. Tmmp and 
Vice President :\'like Pence also announced new travel restrictions to combat the \ims, which h as infe cted more than 84,000 
people and killed nearly 3,000 people globally. An existing travel ban on Iran v.ill be e:,q:ianded to prevent any foreign national 
who has been in that country in the past 14 days from entering the U.S. The administration also ad\ised Americans not to 
travel to regions of Italy and South Korea that have been impacted by the \ims. (more hen:) 

He]pfn] Ageuey C1mt:wt Infouuatiou· Below, please find contact infonnation for our Intergovernmental ,\flairs colleague s 
across the Federal family. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services - Darcie ,Johnston (Office - 202-853-0582 / Cell - / Email -
darcie.j ohnsto n(W hhs.gov ) 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security- Cherie Short (Office - 202-441-3101 / Cell - Email-
cherie.short(W hg.dhs.gov ) 
U.S. Department of State - Bill Killion (Office -202-647-7595 / Cell-~ killio nw(f1lstate.gov) 
U.S. Department of Transportation- Sean Poole (Office - 202-59 7-5109 / Cell -- Email-
se an.poole@dot.gov ) 

The V\lbite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs ,vill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assista nce. As a reminder , v\TH IGA is the primar y liaison betwee n th e 
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White House and State and local elected officials.
 
Sincerely,
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
              
William F. Crozer
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

President’s Coronavirus Task Force
 

 

Vice President Mike Pence: “Today, I led a meeting of the White House Coronavirus Taskforce at @HHSgov. Grateful for the
work of @SecAzar, @Surgeon_General, @NIH, Dr. Fauci and more. As President @realDonaldTrump said, we’re ready and we’ll

continue to put the health and safety of the American people first.
 
Led by Vice President Mike Pence, the Task Force is leading the United States Government response to the novel 2019 coronavirus.
The Task Force is composed of subject matter experts from the White House and several United States Government agencies and
includes some of the Nation’s foremost experts on infectious diseases. The Task Force leads the Administration’s efforts to monitor,
contain, and mitigate the spread of the virus, while ensuring that the American people have the most accurate and up-to-date health
and travel information. Additional information about the Task Force can be found here. If you would like to contact the Task Force,
please reach out to White House Intergovernmental Affairs Staff.
  

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-
Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American People

 

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy (more here), which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the American public remains low and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China. This is chief among
reasons why the threat to Americans from coronavirus remains low.
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·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread.
·         The White House has already met with over 40 state, county and health officials in 30 states on how to respond to the

potential threat of the coronavirus. We will be continuing to reach out to governors, state and local officials, and Members of
Congress to ensure they have the necessary resources.

·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors.
 
While the threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task Force to
take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no restrictions on travel anywhere in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
The United States is helping lead the global response to the coronavirus outbreak and offering assistance to the
Chinese people in their time of need.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force and Administration continue to operationalize a unified government-wide public health
response.

·         The Administration has requested funding from Congress to help cover all the needs across the federal government to remain
prepared for the Coronavirus – the Administration encourages Congress to move expeditiously to provide additional
resources to the Federal government and our State and local partners.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and conference call briefings with Federal partners (January 30,
February 9, and February 20) – and another one is scheduled for March 2.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 

Excerpt from On-The-Record Pen and Pad Roundtable by Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar and Other Senior Administration Officials on Resources Available to

Combat the Coronavirus (February 28, 2020)
 
SECRETARY AZAR:   Well, thanks for coming, everybody.  In case you didn’t hear from us enough the other night, wanted to give
you an update on the budget issues, in particular.
 
As the President has repeatedly emphasized, there is no higher priority for us than protecting the health and safety of Americans. 
Thanks to the President’s aggressive containment efforts, at this time, the risk from COVID-19 to the American public is low.  But as
we have all repeatedly emphasized, that has the potential to change. 
 
The President’s bold, decisive decisions have brought us extremely -- have bought us extremely valuable time to prepare for the
possibility that the situation may worsen and we may need to mitigate its spread in the United States.  That time is valuable for all
sorts of things, including state and local preparation, and the development of diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines.
 
It’s also helped us determine our funding and resource needs, allowing the White House to make its supplemental funding request of
Congress earlier this week.  We want to work with Congress to determine the funds we need for FY2020 first, because our priorities
here are speed and flexibility.
 
HHS is already using up the $105 million in the Infectious Disease Rapid Response Reserve Fund, which has been vital, but it’s not
enough -- which is why we are moving forward with a transfer of $136 million to continue our public health response, which I
notified Congress about on February the 2nd.
 
Thanks to investments supported by this administration, we have highly valuable and flexible relationships and contracting methods
for developing and purchasing diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines through entities like BARDA.  But we’ll need more money for
the focused drive toward countermeasures that we need to keep America safe.
 
Working on a supplemental needs to be a top priority for Congress.  As the President has said, this is not a time for politics.  We
cannot undertake all the preparation that it’s widely acknowledged we need without more funding. 
 
As chairman of the Coronavirus Task Force, I have already begun working alongside Vice President Pence, Acting Director Vought,
Director Ueland, and others to begin productive discussions with Congress about what funding should look like.
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We laid out five key elements of our supplemental request.  First, surveillance.  Second, state and local support.  Third, therapeutics. 
Fourth, vaccines.  And fifth, personal protective equipment, or PPE.
 
I want to mention some particular activities we plan with the funding.  With surveillance funds, we’ll build on existing influenza
surveillance systems, covering all states and adding coronavirus testing and reporting to the current flu systems.  We request funding
for grants to state and local jurisdictions for epidemiology, lab capacity, infection control, and other activities, complementing CDC
investments over the years.  And we’ve requested new funding for the 62 recipients of our hospital preparedness program.
 
We request $1 billion in support for the development of up to five candidate coronavirus vaccines, including support for one or more
through phase-three clinical trials.
 
On therapeutics and diagnostics, we request support for investigation of broad-spectrum antivirals, research on existing monoclonal
antibodies that work on other coronaviruses, development of new targeted monoclonal antibodies, and screening of small molecule
compounds that have existing clinical data.  We request support for these activities through early clinical trials.
 
We also request support for development of assays to ensure ready availability of diagnostics, plus funding to help the FDA support
these development priorities -- pipelines. 
 
On personal protective equipment, we propose almost half a billion dollars in investments for the Strategic National Stockpile to
increase production, capacity, and purchase of respirators, ventilators, and antimicrobials for secondary infections.
 
These kinds of activities will build on activities that we have prioritized and generously funded over the years.  Since FY2017, under
President Trump, the CDC’s budget has increased by $668 million, while NIH’s budget has increased by more than $7 billion.
 
The FY2020 appropriations signed by President Trump include $2.7 billion for preparedness programs in HHS’s Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, up about $600 million from FY2017.  That included a 130-million-dollar
increase in annual spending for the Strategic National Stockpile, and a 203-million-dollar increase in our Pandemic Preparedness
Program.
 
The President's 2021 budget for CDC, developed before we knew the coronavirus would present such an emergency, reflects similar
priorities.  It maintains the $675 million in state and local preparedness investments, the FEP funding.  It prioritizes infectious
disease funding and proposes a $50 million increase for CDC’s Global Health Security Agenda efforts.
 
That reflects this administration's longtime focus on effective preparedness programs, the CDC’s core mission of infectious disease
response, and support for tackling infectious disease threats, especially ones that can cross borders.
 
I've been a strong advocate for this work and so have leaders across the Trump administration.  Tragically, we are now reminded why
we've made the case for these priorities over the years.  And this situation demands more support from Congress, just as earlier
potential pandemic situations have.
 
[…]
 
DIRECTOR VOUGHT: So the first one I want to tackle is the total amount for CDC of fighting infectious diseases and
preparedness in the President's budget versus last year.  So, last year, fiscal year 2020, there was $4.182 billion for fighting infectious
diseases and preparedness within CDC.  We then increased that in the President's budget by 3 percent -- $135 million -- to $4.317
billion.
 
So from the standpoint of everything that -- all of the activities that are going on at CDC in this area, there's an increase of 3 percent.
 
There is a topline reduction in the President's budget for CDC in areas that are not infectious disease fighting and preparedness --
things like climate change research; things like occupational health research that is not going to go away, but is merely something
that we no longer feel like we need to jumpstart research that universities are doing, and they have been doing it since 1970, when
these programs were first created because it wasn't happening at universities.
 
We also think there's waste, fraud, and abuse in this area, where you have studies on how taxi drivers are taking too few bathroom
breaks, and whether that's an important occupational health issue.
 
Those are the kinds of things that we still think, even in a time of making sure that all the resources are there for CDC, we can find
inefficiencies and waste, and deal with mission creep at the same time.
 
So it is not true that we cut CDC infectious disease fighting -- which gets me to the second one, which I think this is the main
inaccuracy out there, which is this notion that you see in some of the New York Post and CNN reporting that we cut CDC by 80
percent.  It's flat-out inaccurate.
 
Let me explain how the numbers are concocted, comparing apples and oranges, to get that 80 percent.  When the Ebola
supplemental was passed, there was $597 million provided over five years.  It was not an annual spend; it was a five-year lump sum
supplemental.  Per year, that was $119 million for global health activities that would apply to any infectious disease.  But that was
passed by Congress as part of the Ebola supplemental.      
 
The last two years of that five-year supplemental, we began to make sure that it would be funded within the base amount of
resources.  So we put forward $50 million in Fiscal Year ’18, $50 million in Fiscal Year ’19, $125 million in Fiscal Year ’20, and in this
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budget we propose $175 million in Fiscal Year ‘21. 
 
So, in -- while it was still available, we were taking steps to make sure it was funded within base resources.  So when the supplemental
emergency funding expired, there would still be there, and then when that expired we then pulsed it up to $125 [million].  And this
year we propose it at $175 [million].  So significant resources there.
 
You hear, in the same kind of stories, about leaked memos regarding contingency plans.  Those were -- we never got to the point
where the funds were expired.  And so the contingency plans were what they're meant to be: contingency plans if the funds go away. 
So, kind of -- we keep seeing this story out there.  It's flat-out inaccurate. 
 
I want to talk a little bit about the run rate.  So when we talk about: Is there money in the account right now?  There's money in the
account.  We have spent $77 million of the $105 million that Secretary Azar mentioned. 
 
We will be able to get through into April.  We can't tell you with a specific degree of certainty, but we're in a good place right now,
temporarily.  The difference between what we have actually spent, and the -- and the amounts that are provided, we have committed
to other activities.  We need a supplemental; we need it soon.  There's no doubt about that.  But we haven't run out of money.  And
we've got some time and we think that Congress is taking this very seriously.
 
Eric will speak to how quickly they will move a supplemental.  But we're moving forward and we are making sure we have all the
accurate data. 
 
I've heard the argument from the Hill: “Well, you haven't given us all of the obligation rates.”  Well, that's because we're trying to get
all of the obligation rates ourselves: collect them, make sure we have all of them from the various different accounts across the
federal government, compile them, and get them to the Hill.  And we will be as transparent as we always have.
 
And then the last thing I would just say from a comparison of -- this is our sup request versus their sup request.  Remember that ours
was based on the notion of what's needed for the seven months remaining in Fiscal Year ‘20.  We put forward a two-and-a-half-
billion-dollar request.  The President has been very -- made it very clear.  Secretary Azar, as head of our task force, has made it very
clear.  We are willing to go to a higher level if Congress feels the need to do that.  But we put forward a two-and-a-half-billion-dollar
request based on what was required in seven months, knowing that we're going to go right into Fiscal Year ‘21 appropriations, and
build in additional resources for this area. 
 
So when you see a big number from Senator Schumer -- again, not much detail there, but the assumption is that that is a five-year
number.  “No-year money” was what we call it.  And so, to some extent, you're dealing, again, with apples and oranges.  The Ebola
supplemental was, again, no-year money, so it wasn't intended to be for what was needed in this particular fiscal year. 
 
So those are the main things that I've seen that I wanted to make sure we definitely unpack.  And I'm sure we'll do more of that in the
Q&A.
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 02, 2020 12:24 PM -06:00 
To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

All - greg hinz is writing a story today about the economic impact of coronavirus in Chicago. 

From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 8:30 AM

To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

I’ll reach back out shortly.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 28, 2020, at 7:47 AM, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

Get Outlook for iOS
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Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s)

named herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are

not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly

prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual

sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and

printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 02, 2020 12:25 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne
Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

 

+ Jesse 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:25 PM

To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

All - greg hinz is writing a story today about the economic impact of coronavirus in Chicago. 

 

From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 8:30 AM

To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

I’ll reach back out shortly.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 28, 2020, at 7:47 AM, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone
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On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named

herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the

intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the

intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete

the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 02, 2020 12:34 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>;
Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org>; Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Adding Fikirte  

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:25:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

+ Jesse 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:25 PM

To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

All - greg hinz is writing a story today about the economic impact of coronavirus in Chicago. 

 

From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 8:30 AM

To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

I’ll reach back out shortly.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 28, 2020, at 7:47 AM, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000088



Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named

herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the

intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the

intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete

the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 02, 2020 1:11 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org>; Andrew Buchanan <Andrew.Buchanan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "RE Coronavirus funding.msg" 

+Andy

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:35 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org>; Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Adding Fikirte . 

 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:25:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Jesse Lava <Jesse.Lava@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

+ Jesse 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 12:25 PM

To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

All - greg hinz is writing a story today about the economic impact of coronavirus in Chicago. 

 

From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Friday, February 28, 2020 8:30 AM

To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

I’ll reach back out shortly.

Sent from my iPhone

 

On Feb 28, 2020, at 7:47 AM, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 10:35 PM, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> wrote:
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:29 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:28:11 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 27, 2020, at 9:39 PM, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

From my recollection nothing public. 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:37 PM

To: Maurice Classen; Michael Crowley; Anne Sheahan; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Cant remember - did we ever do anything w/ this?

 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 1:12 PM

To: 'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO' <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>; 'breelyn.pete@lacity.org' <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>; 'Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)' <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>;

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Wolfe, Emma

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>; 'Restler, Lincoln' <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>;

'stephanie.formas@seattle.gov' <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>; 'Samantha Talbot'

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; 'Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO'

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; 'Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD' <jcb3@cdc.gov>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org
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This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named

herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the

intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the

intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete

the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2020 11:53 PM -06:00 
To: Andrew Buchanan <Andrew.Buchanan@cityofchicago.org>; Susie Park <Susie.Park@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Coronavirus funding 

 
Does that help?
 
Allison
 

From: Andrew Buchanan 
Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2020 10:37 PM
To: Susie Park <Susie.Park@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Cc: Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: RE: Coronavirus funding
 

 

From: Susie Park <Susie.Park@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 1, 2020 2:02 PM
To: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Cc: Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org>; Andrew Buchanan <Andrew.Buchanan@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Re: Coronavirus funding
 

Thank you!

From: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Sunday, March 1, 2020 1:23 PM
To: Susie Park <Susie.Park@cityofchicago.org>
Cc: Fikirte Wagaw <Fikirte.Wagaw@cityofchicago.org>; Andrew Buchanan <Andrew.Buchanan@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Coronavirus funding
 
Hi Susie,
Andy reminded me there is a coronavirus crain’s ask your team is handling. I answered some questions related to this on the stream
below, so sharing the below as helpful. 
 

 
 
Let me know if you have questions or we can be helpful otherwise.
 
Allison 
 
 

On Mar 1, 2020, at 8:00 AM, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> wrote:
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. 
 
Allison
 
 
 

From: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Sunday, March 1, 2020 6:43 AM
To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>;
Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields
<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Patrick Schweska
<Patrick.Schweska@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis
<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Gabrielle Luurs <Gabrielle.Luurs@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Christopher Shields
<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Jennifer Layden <Jennifer.Layden@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher
<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Re: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 
Thanks, Alyssa for the update.  
 

 

 
Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Sunday, March 1, 2020, 6:29 AM
To: Michael Crowley; Allison Arwady; MLL; Kelsey Nulph; Sybil Madison; Samantha Fields; Manuel Perez; Patrick
Schweska; Anne Sheahan; Maurice Classen; Richard Guidice; Taylor Lewis; Gabrielle Luurs; Lauren Huffman; Anel
Ruiz; Christopher Shields; Jennifer Layden
Subject: RE: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 

Mayor—prior to your call this evening, here is an update on federal funding for Coronavirus.
 
On Feb. 24, after weeks of pushing from your Administration and several Democrats in Congress, the White House
formally requested $2.5B in funding to fight the Coronavirus. The request had few details and proposed using existing
pots of funding, like unspent funds for Ebola, as well as new money, and more than $1 billion would go toward vaccine
development, and the other funds would go toward stockpiling protective equipment like masks. The proposal received
bipartisan skepticism for being too low and not matching needs. Several days later, Senate Minority Leader Schumer
proposed $8.5B, and House Minority Leader McCarthy proposed $4B. 
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 The goal is for votes in the
House next week and the Senate the week of March 9. The President must sign the package.
 
Your administration, including IGA Federal Affairs and CDPH (Dr. Arwady was on Capitol Hill last week), have been
advocating with the IL delegation and key members regarding the need for emergency funding, and the importance of
ensuring there is reimbursement for local governments. You also sent the attached letter with other Mayors to the White
House on Feb 6, which included this request. 

 
 

From: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 3:33 PM
To: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph
<Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields
<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez
<Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Patrick Schweska <Patrick.Schweska@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Gabrielle Luurs
<Gabrielle.Luurs@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz
<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Jennifer Layden
<Jennifer.Layden@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Re: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 

Afternoon, all. I will work with the team to put together talking points to speak to the topics listed below and share
back with this group in advance. In addition, will consider creating a draft comms strategy template that other
jurisdictions could use.
 
Sybil, I'll also look into your question about the CDPH page dedicated to COVID-19 (which, as Commissioner
Arwardy noted at yesterday's presser, is www.chicago.gov/coronavirus). 
 
In addition, below and attached is a comprehensive update - including from President Trump's press conference
earlier this afternoon - from the New York Times. Also tracking the CDC's presser from about an hour ago - they
should be posting a full transcript but haven't done so yet.
 
NYT: Coronavirus Updates: Trump Expands Travel Restrictions on Iran

 

From: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 3:06 PM
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields
<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez
<Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Patrick Schweska <Patrick.Schweska@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Gabrielle Luurs
<Gabrielle.Luurs@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz
<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Jennifer Layden
<Jennifer.Layden@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Re: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 

Yes, definitely. It will be Christopher Shields, our assistant commissioner for emergency preparedness, or
Jennifer Layden, our chief medical officer. I will confirm by tomorrow which one and ensure they are on the call.
 
Allison

From: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 2:05 PM
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil
Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher
<Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Patrick Schweska
<Patrick.Schweska@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis
<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Gabrielle Luurs <Gabrielle.Luurs@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Christopher Shields
<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Re: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 
Allison, can someone on your team be designated as the point of contact?
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

 

From: Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020, 1:15 PM
To: Kelsey Nulph; Michael Crowley; Sybil Madison; Samantha Fields; Alyssa Fisher; Manuel Perez; Patrick Schweska;
Anne Sheahan; Maurice Classen; Richard Guidice; Taylor Lewis; Gabrielle Luurs; Lauren Huffman; Anel Ruiz;
Christopher Shields
Cc: MLL
Subject: Re: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 

Thanks for the details; I will be ready to highlight the various areas and questions. It will be important to have
Christopher Shields, CDPH’s assistant commissioner for emergency preparedness, on as well, to be able to answer
questions. 
 
The first U.S. death is being announced today, I  believe.
 
Allison 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 11:18:50 AM
To: Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>;
Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel
Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Patrick Schweska <Patrick.Schweska@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan
<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice
<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis
<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Gabrielle Luurs <Gabrielle.Luurs@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>
Cc: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Metro Mayors Call re: Coronavirus
 
Hi all,
 
As some of you know, Mayor Lightfoot asked to convene a call with the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus re coronavirus and
making sure local suburban mayors were all on the same page with preparedness efforts.
 
To that end, I’ve worked with Dave Bennett, ED of Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, to plan a call on Sunday (3/1) at 7:00
PM CST. 
 
So far 45 mayors and top city officials have committed to joining the call on Sunday night. The most current list of
RSVP’s is attached. 
 
I’ve worked with Dave on a draft agenda for the call - listed below. Please let me know what feedback you all have
and if anything should be added or taken off. We will be using the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus conference call
system which will mute participants lines and allow them to submit questions so we can make sure the call stays
organized and tight. We need someone from our end to manage the influx of comments and questions. Who is best
able to do this? 
 
7:00 PM Dave Bennett, Executive Director of Metropolitan Mayors Caucus will open the call

·         Thank everyone for joining 
·         Review call agenda 
·         Muted lines, Q&A instructions 
·         Introduce Mayor Lightfoot 

7:05 PM Mayor Lightfoot 
·         Importance of working together as metropolitan Chicago/same state
·         Making sure all cities are supported in their efforts and using each other as resources 
·         Introduce Dr. Allison Arwady, Commissioner Dept. of Public Health 

7:12 PM Dr. Arwady 
·         Update on the virus 
·         City of Chicago’s preparedness efforts 
·         What other cities can do 
·         Resources to share (one pager on virus, template of plans, etc) 
·         Anything else relevant to planning efforts for other cities 
·         Introduce Rich Guidice, Executive Director for the Office of Emergency Management and Communications

(OEMC)
7:20 PM Rich Guidice 

·          Preparedness efforts, how to plan potential scenarios 
·         Invitation to attend table top exercise next week
·         Anything else that could be helpful for other cities IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000096



·         Introduce Michael Crowley, Director of Communications for Mayor’s Office
7:25 PM Michael Crowley 

·         Overview of messaging 
·         How to communicate/manage press related to virus (staying calm, etc) 
·         Open it up for Q&A (review how to use the phone system to ask question)

7:30 PM Q&A
 
Action items:

·          
          
         

         

          
          
·         Anything else?

 
Feel free to loop in anyone from your respective teams who I might have missed. 
 
Thanks, all! Really appreciate your help especially with short notice!
 
Kelsey 
 
Get Outlook for iOS
 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain
legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person
responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy
of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 07, 2020 2:49 PM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

T H E \l\!ll'IITE !lOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additio nal background infonna tion are below. Please feel free t o 
share this invitation ,vith your county and/ or munidpal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: \Vednesday, :\:larch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you v.ill. receive dial-in details to the email address you us e to 
register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions , please check your spam/j u nk folder. )rote that multipl e 
people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue t o share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a 
reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the V{hite House and the country 's State and local eled ed officials and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office I ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4s6-8491 I C: E: William .F.Crozer @who.eop .gov 

Background & Additional Information 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice Presiden t Pence, th e full weight of the U.S. Government is 
worki ng to pro t ect the heal th and safety of the American people. Dedsive action from President Tm mp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak-including prudent travel restrictions and an early contai nment strategy-ha s given State and local offidal s and 
private sector partners time t o p repare. In.January, the Presiden t fonned a Coronmi ms Task Force, led by Vice Preside nt :\.'like 
Pence and compri sed of subject-matter e:,q:ierts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and 
broader Administration have worked and v.ill continue t o work v.ith Stat e-Local-Tribal offidals and pri,-dt e sector and non-profit 
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, th e risk.fa,,. th e 
average American remains low, and all agencies a,•e working aggr essively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information an d guidance can be found via the Centers fo r Di sease 
Con tro l and Preventi on Coron avirus Di s ease 2 019 w eb site : HERE . The Coron avirus Task Force h ol ds frequent 
n ational bri efings which can be vi ewed li ve: HERE . You are also encoura ged t o follow HHS, CDC, and other agency 
so cial med ia cha nn el s for up-to-date inform ation . 

v\/hat You Shoul d Know ( here ) 
Travel Information (here ) 
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communi ties ( here ) 
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·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites can be

found here)
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In
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addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has asked that I share this important conference call invitation with

all mayors.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Byran K. Barnett has been in constant discussions with

the White House on the need for this call, and we strongly encourage you and/or your public health staff to RSVP for the

call using the link below.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact me at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or my Assistant

Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 3:49 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-

19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information are

below. Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health

officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address

you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your spam/junk

folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue

to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can

be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and

local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

              

William F. Crozer

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 08, 2020 10:54 AM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern 
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Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at

the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has

given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a

Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-

of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to

work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the

Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low, and

all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our

partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task

Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to

follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across

the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
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U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government

Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration

between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these

efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,

and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from

day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration

is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-

of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has

issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we

are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance

(see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious

disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal

government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions

on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-

sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)

(more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has asked that I share this important conference call invitation with

all mayors.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Byran K. Barnett has been in constant discussions with

the White House on the need for this call, and we strongly encourage you and/or your public health staff to RSVP for the

call using the link below.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact me at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or my Assistant

Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 3:49 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-

19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information are

below. Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health

officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address

you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your spam/junk

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 8:09 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields
<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern 

Mayor, let me know if you’d like to attend - I can register you. 

Briefing Call Registration with White House 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org>

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 11:54 AM

To: Kelsey Nulph

Subject: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern
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folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue

to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can

be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and

local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

              

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-8545 | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at

the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has

given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a

Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-

of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to

work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the

Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low, and

all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our

partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task

Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to

follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for

delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond

to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across

the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government

Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration

between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these

efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,

and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from

day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration

is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-
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of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has

issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action.

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we

are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance

(see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious

disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal

government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions

on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-

sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)

(more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has asked that I share this important conference call invitation with

all mayors.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Byran K. Barnett has been in constant discussions with

the White House on the need for this call, and we strongly encourage you and/or your public health staff to RSVP for the

call using the link below.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact me at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or my Assistant

Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 3:49 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-

19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information are

below. Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health

officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address

you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your spam/junk

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 8:09 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields
<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern 

Mayor, let me know if you’d like to attend - I can register you. 

Briefing Call Registration with White House 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org>

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 11:54 AM

To: Kelsey Nulph

Subject: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern
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folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue

to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can

be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and

local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

              

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-8545 | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at

the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has

given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a

Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-

of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to

work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the

Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low, and

all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our

partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task

Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to

follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for

delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond

to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across

the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government

Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration

between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these

efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,

and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from

day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration

is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-
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of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has

issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action.

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we

are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance

(see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious

disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal

government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions

on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-

sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)

(more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has asked that I share this important conference call invitation

with all mayors.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Byran K. Barnett has been in constant discussions

with the White House on the need for this call, and we strongly encourage you and/or your public health staff to

RSVP for the call using the link below.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact me at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or my

Assistant Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 3:49 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on

From: MLL on behalf of MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 8:11 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>;
Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern 

No thanks.  And I will refrain from further comments in writing.

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 10:09:51 AM

To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern

 

Mayor, let me know if you’d like to attend - I can register you. 

Briefing Call Registration with White House 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org>

Sent: Sunday, March 8, 2020 11:54 AM

To: Kelsey Nulph

Subject: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern
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COVID-19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information

are below. Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public

health officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email

address you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your

spam/junk folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will

continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office

directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the

country’s State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

              

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-8545 | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President

Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment

strategy—has given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President

formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to

organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked

and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for

and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average

American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously

evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The

Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are

also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date

information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues

across the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email

– cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email

– carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-

Government Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving

collaboration between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have
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requested it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves.

Complementing these efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for

local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority

from day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in

situations such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the

Administration is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented

whole-of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and

has issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and

we are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate

guidance (see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have

requested it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to

infectious disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the

Federal government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue

discussions on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal,

private-sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’

associations.
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Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March

4) (more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3)

(transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has asked that I share this important conference call invitation with

all mayors.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Bryan K. Barnett has been in constant discussions with

the White House on the need for this call, and we strongly encourage you and/or your public health staff to RSVP for the

call using the link below.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact me at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or my Assistant

Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 3:49 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-

19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information are

below. Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health

officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address

you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your spam/junk

folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue

to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can

be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and

local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

              

William F. Crozer

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 11:23 AM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Reminder: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - March 11 at 1:00pm Eastern 
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Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at

the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has

given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a

Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-

of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to

work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the

Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low, and

all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our

partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task

Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to

follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across

the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
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U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government

Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration

between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these

efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,

and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from

day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration

is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-

of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has

issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well
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While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we

are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance

(see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious

disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal

government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions

on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-

sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)

(more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 3:48 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Maurice - making sure to flag this. 

Also checking-in with you and the Mayor. 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 9:31 AM 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

'l" H E WllillTE llilOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background infonna tion are below. Please feel free to 
share this invitation ,\ith your county and/ or municipal colleagues as well as pu hlic health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :\:larch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,,.,,ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )Tote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The v\/1:tite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (v\TH IGA) ,\'ill continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance . As a 
reminder, \VH IGA is the primary liaison between the Vlhite House and the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\Thite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
0: 202-456-8491 I C: -I E: William.F.Crozer(i'1lwho.eop.gov 

Background & Additional Information 

-
Background: Under the leadership of President Tnnnp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is 
working to proted: the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Tmmp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak - including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy - has given State and local officials and 
private sector partners time to prepare. In .T anuary , the President fonned a Coronavims Task Force , led by Vice President :\'like 
Pence and comprised of subject-matter e:,q>erts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and 
broader Administration have worked and ·will continue to work ,vith State-Local-Tribal officials and pri,-dte s ed:or and non-profit 
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the riskft,r the 
ave,•age American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000126



 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

·         What You Should Know (here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
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Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In

addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 5:02 PM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

T H E WHITE lilOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administrntion Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instmctions and additio nal background infonna tion are below. Please feel free t o 
share this invitation ,vith your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, .::.Vlarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:\:I ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ¼ill receive dial-in details to the email address you u se t o 
register. )l'ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a 
reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the \-Vhite House and the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

OlMaimhoff 
Deputy Associate Director 

I • I II YI of Intergovernmental Affairs 
C 

Background & Additional Information 

Background: Under the leadership of President Tmmp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is 
working to proteLt the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Tmmp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak-including pmdent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy-has given State and local officials and 
private sector partners time t o prepare. In.January, the President fonned a Coronavims Task Force, led by Vice Preside nt :\.'like 
Pence and comprised of subject-matter e:,q:ierts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavims Task Force and 
broader Administra ti on have worked and ¼ill continue t o work ¼ith State- Local-Tribal officials and p ri,-dte sector and non- p rofit 
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavims. It is important to note that at this time, the risk.fiJ1• t he 
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public inform ed. 

Up-To-Date Information: The most u p- to -date in formation an d gu i dance can b e found via the Cen ters fo r Disease 
Contr ol and Prev ent io n Cor on avi rus Di s ea se 2019 web site: .HERE.. The Coron avi rus Ta sk For ce hol ds freq u en t 
n ati on al bri efin g s wh i ch can be vi ew ed li ve: HERE . You ar e also encouraged t o fo ll ow HH S, CDC, an d oth er agency 
s ocial m e di a cha nn el s fo r up- to-da te info rm atio n . 

What You Should Know ( here ) 
Travel Information (here ) 
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here ) 
Higher Risk & Special Populations (here ) 
Healthcare Professionals (here ) 
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·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In

addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

. I ,I ~1 11 ·1 ~ . . ~ 
~- ~ 'H ,~ · \\ . f'tlf ~ f .. 

" ' © .1 
BECAUSE OF. ALL-WE'VE DONE,.THE'~ / 
RISK TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
REMAINS VERY LOW. 
M![S 1D f ~T DO N ALD J . TRU M P 
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President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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From: /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOH F23S POL T)/CN=RECIP IE NTS/CN=9BF9E DEB4B844407B252027F6EB58B71-MAURICE CLA 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 6:55 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fi sher <Alyssa. F isher@cityofchicag o .org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Alyssa - Can you attend this for us? 

From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO <01ivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 6:03 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

't lU Wll'!l'tt lilOIJH 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instmctions and additional background infonna tion are below. Please feel free t o 
share this invitation ,vith your county and/or munidpal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, ::.Vlarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P).:I ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you -.,,ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. :::-Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The Y.lhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a 
reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the \Vhite House and the country's State and local elected offidals and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Olivia Imhoff 
Deputy Associate Director 
v\/1:tite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs C:-

Background & Additional Information 

Background: Under the leadership of President Tnunp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is 
working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Dedsive action from President Tmmp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak-including pmdent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy-has given State and local offidals and 
private sector partners time to prepare. In ,January, the President fonned a Corona\;ms Task Force, led by Vice President :\.'like 
Pence and comprised of subject-matter e:x-perts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronm;ms Task Force and 
broader Administration have worked and ¼ill continue to work ¼ith State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit 
partners in preparing for and responding to the Corona\;ms. It is important to note that at this time, the risk.fiw the 
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
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Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)
Travel Information (here)
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
Healthcare Professionals (here)
Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
Resources for Health Departments ( here)
Laboratories (here)
Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
U.S. Department of Education ( here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
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Top Line
The risk to the American public remains low.
The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between
Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 
While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.
Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling the
full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .
Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.
Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.
White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).
HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.
The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
March 6: Video
March 4: Video
March 2: Video
February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)
President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 7:11 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Thanks for the check-in. We'll have someone on the call. 

Hope you are holding up! 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 4:48 PM 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Maurice - making sure to flag this. 

Also checking-in with you and the Mayor. 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 9:31 AM 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

T l1E lll'llillTE l:IOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavirns). If you would like to join, registration instmctions and additional background infonnation are below. Please feel free to 
share this invitation ¼ith your county and/or munidpal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: v\Tednesday, :VIarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ¼ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )fote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The v\/1:tite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (v\TH IGA) v,ill continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a 
reminder, \,\TH IGA is the primary liaison between the v\/1:tite House and the country's State and local elected offidals and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
\Vhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
O: 202-456-8491 I C: -I E: Wjjjimn E Crnzer(j'11whq eo;p gqv 

Background & Additional Information 
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Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is
working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State and local officials and
private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike
Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)
Travel Information (here)
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
Healthcare Professionals (here)
Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
Resources for Health Departments ( here)
Laboratories (here)
Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
U.S. Department of Education ( here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
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Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.
The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between
Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 
While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.
Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling the
full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .
Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.
Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.
White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).
HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.
The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
March 6: Video
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March 4: Video
March 2: Video
February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)
President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 7:11 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Alyssa - Can you attend this for us? 

From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO <01ivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 6:03 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background :infonnation are below. Please feel free t o 
share this :invitation ,vith your county and/ or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: \Vednesday, :VIarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,,..,ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )l"ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional :information. The v\/1:t:ite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (v\TH IGA) v.ill continue to share 
pertinent infonnat:ion as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a 
reminder, \VH IGA is the primary liaison between the v\/1:t:ite House and the country's State and local eleded officials and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Olivia Imhoff 
Deputy Associate Diredor 
Yl~e of Intergovernmental Affairs C:--

Background & Additional Information 

Background: Under the leadership of President Tnnnp and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is 
working to proted the health and safety of the American people. Decisive ad:ion from President Tmmp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak - including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy - has given State and local officials and 
private sector partners time to prepare. In.January, the President fonned a Coronavims Task Force , led by Vice President :.\'like 
Pence and comprised of suhjed-matter e:,q>erts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronav:irus Task Force and 
broader Administration have worked and v.ill continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and pri,~<1te sed:or and non-profit 
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronav:irus. It is important to note that at this time, the riskft,r the 
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

Up-To-Date Information: [h e most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Dis ea se IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000139



Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)
Travel Information (here)
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
Healthcare Professionals (here)
Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
Resources for Health Departments ( here)
Laboratories (here)
Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
U.S. Department of Education ( here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line
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The risk to the American public remains low.
The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between
Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 
While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.
Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling the
full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .
Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.
Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.
White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).
HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.
The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
March 6: Video
March 4: Video
March 2: Video
February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)
President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-
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mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 7:17 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 
Attachment(s): "image001.png","image002.jpg","image003.jpg" 

Yes 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 9, 2020, at 9:11 PM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Alyssa – Can you attend this for us?

 

From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 6:03 PM

Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

 

<image001.png>

 
State and Local Leaders –
 
On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-
19 (coronavirus). If you would like to join, registration instructions and additional background information are below.
Please feel free to share this invitation with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials.
 
Briefing Call Registration
Date: Wednesday, March 11
Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address
you use to register. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.
 
Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue
to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can
be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and
local elected officials and Tribal Governments.
 
Sincerely,
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
 

Olivia Imhoff
Deputy Associate Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
C: 

 

Background & Additional Information
 

<image002.jpg>

 
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.
Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at
the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has
given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a
Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-
of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to
work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the
Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low,
and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep
our partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task
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Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to
follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)
Travel Information (here)
Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
Healthcare Professionals (here)
Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
Resources for Health Departments ( here)
Laboratories (here)
Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and
contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
U.S. Department of Education ( here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across
the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email –
darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email –
sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email –
Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily
available.
Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the
Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to

Protecting the American People
 

<image003.jpg>

 
 
Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.
The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving
collaboration between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested
it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these
efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,
and broadly to the American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from
day one.
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There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in
situations such as this. 
While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration
is taking measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-
of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has
issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.
Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and
marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan
of Action.
Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White
House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we
are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate
guidance (see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an
investigational antiviral.
The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested
it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious
disease outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.
Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on
January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.
White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city
health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions
on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).
HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-
sector, and community leaders.
The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
March 6: Video
March 4: Video
March 2: Video
February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020
(March 6) (transcript/video)
President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)
Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)
(transcript)
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)
(more here)
President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2020 7:58 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P.
EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: Readout from the Vice President's Discussion with our Nation's Governors on COVID-19 Coordination &
Preparedness 

The White House

Office of the Vice President

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 9, 2020

READOUT FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT’S DISCUSSION WITH OUR NATION’S GOVERNORS ON COVID-19

COORDINATION & PREPAREDNESS 

 

Vice President Mike Pence today participated in a discussion with nearly 50 of our Nation’s governors to provide an update on the work of the

White House Coronavirus Task Force, to continue coordination with governors and state and local officials to respond to and prepare for the

coronavirus, and to thank governors and state and local leaders—particularly state and local health officials—for their important and tireless work.

 

The Vice President along with White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Ambassador Deborah Birx, Health and Human Services Secretary

Alex Azar, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention Director Bob Redfield, U.S. Northern Command and North American Aerospace Defense

Command General Terrence O’Shaunessy, Office of Management and Budget Director Russ Vought, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

Administrator Seema Verma, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci, and Surgeon General Jerome Adams

provided a status update on the expansion of testing capabilities, increased access to respirators for health care personnel, and the importance of

the supplemental funding bill. Various governors provided an update on State and local actions to respond to and prepare for the Coronavirus,

including coordination across various state agencies and local governments. Participants also discussed how elderly individuals and individuals

with underlying health conditions can protect themselves using common sense precautions.

 

The Federal supplemental bill authorizes $7.76 billion to Federal, State and local agencies to combat the coronavirus including funds for vaccine

development and medical supplies, grants for health agencies and organizations, loans for impacted small businesses, and $500 million in waivers

for Medicaid telehealth restrictions.

 

Governor Larry Hogan, Chair of the National Governors Association, joined the Vice President in person, and other governors joined via video

teleconference or phone. The Vice President pledged that Federal leaders will continue to coordinate with our Nation’s governors and other State

and local leaders.

For more information about the Coronavirus, please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 

### 

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
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From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 2 :34 PM -06 :00 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

Hello, 

If you have not yet registered for the call yet, please register through the link below. Please note this is a new link and differs from 
the one provided in the original email. 

New Registration Link: CLICK HERE 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

Olivia Imhoff 
Deputy Associate Director 
\-\Tl~e of Intergovernmental Affairs 
C:--

From: Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 7:03 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

,£ 

■Ill■ 
T H E Wil!ITE BOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). If you would like to join, registration instmctions and additional background infonna tion are below. Please feel free t o 
share this invitation ,vith your county and/ or municipal colleagues as well as pu hlic health officials. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: \-\Tednesday, :Vlarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you '\Nill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )i'ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The v\Thite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (V\TH IGA) v.ill continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a 
reminder, \VH IGA is the primary liaison between the \-\/bite House and the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Olivia Imhoff 
Deputy Associate Director 
\-\Thite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
C 

Background & Additional Information 
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Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is
working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State and local officials and
private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike
Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

·         What You Should Know (here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
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Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In

addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000152



o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent:Tuesday, March 10, 2020 3:14 PM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION (Updated Registration Link): State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11) 

T H E 11\!ll'IITE !lOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). We have provided an updated registration link below. If you have already registered, please disregard this 
email as you do not need to register again. Please feel free to share this invitation ·with your county and/ or munidpal 
colleagues as well as public health offidals. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, .:..Vlarch 11 

Time: 1:00 P:.\.'l ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,\ill receive dial-in details to the email address you u se t o 
register. )Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) ,vill continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a 
reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the V{hite House and the country's State and local eleded offidals and Tribal 
Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office of Inter overnmental Affairn 
0: 202-4s6-8491 I C: I E: William.F.Crozer @who.eo p .gov 

Background & Additional Information 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is 
working to pro t ed the health and safety of the American people. Dedsive adion from President Tmmp at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak-including pmdent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy-has given State and local offidal s and 
private sector partnern time t o prepare. In.January, the President fonned a Coronmi ms Task Force, led by Vice Preside nt :\'like 
Pence and comprised of subjed-matter e:,q:ierts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and 
broader Administration have worked and vdll continue t o work vdth State- Local-Tribal offidals and pri,-dt e s ed:or and non-profit 
partnern in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk.fa,,. the 
average American remains low, and all agencies a,•e working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

Up-To-Date Information: Th e m o st up-t o-da te in fo rm ation and guida n ce can b e fo u nd via th e Cent ers fo r Dis e ase 
Con tr ol and Prev ention Cor ona viru s Disease 2019 website: HERE . Also se e r ecently r el e as ed guidanc e for 
fa m il ies , bu sine sse s , s cho ols an d other s : HERE . The Coron aviru s Task For ce h old s fre qu ent n ationa l brie fings 
which can be vi ewed live: HERE . You ar e also en couraged to follow HHS , CDC, and oth er agenc y social media 
chann els fo r up- to -dat e inform ati on. 

v\That You Should Know ( he re ) 
Travel Information (her e) 
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·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In
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addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
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View this email in your browser

TO:           The Mayor

FROM:     Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

Please see below an update on today's call with the White House regarding the coronavirus.  If you have already

registered for the call no further action is needed.  However, if you have not registered, and plan on participating, you

must use the NEW registration link as noted below.

U.S. Conference of Mayors President Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Bryan K. Barnett has been in constant discussions with

the White House on the need for this call.

Also contained in the email are many resource links from the Administration.

If you have any questions prior to the call, please contact my Assistant Executive Director for Health Dalen Harris at 202-

425-6917 / dharris@usmayors.org.

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 5:02 PM

Subject: INVITATION (Updated Registration Link): State and Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (March 11)

To:

 

 

State and Local Leaders –

 

On Wednesday, March 11, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-

19 (coronavirus). We have provided an updated registration link below. If you have already registered, please

disregard this email as you do not need to register again.  Please feel free to share this invitation with your

county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials.

 

Briefing Call Registration 

Date: Wednesday, March 11

Time: 1:00 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to the email address

you use to register. If you successfully register and do not receive dial-in instructions, please check your spam/junk

folder. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information.

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue

to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can

be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the White House and the country’s State and

local elected officials and Tribal Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

From: Tom Cochran <actionalert@usmayors.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 8:20 AM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Reminder: White House Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - Today at 1:00pm Eastern 
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William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov 

 

Background & Additional Information 

 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S.

Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at

the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has

given State and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a

Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-

of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to

work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the

Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains low, and

all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our

partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task

Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to

follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

What You Should Know (here)

Travel Information (here)

Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

Healthcare Professionals (here)

Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

Resources for Health Departments (here)

Laboratories (here)

Communication Resources (here)

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and

contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)

U.S. Department of Education (here)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

U.S. Department of Labor (here)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

U.S. Department of State (here)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across

the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email

– darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email

– sean.poole@dot.gov)

U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email

– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily

available.

Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.

Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department

Websites can be found here)

Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-Government

Approach to Protecting the American People 

 

 

 

Top Line

The risk to the American public remains low.

The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration

between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these

efforts, leading commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies,

and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from

day one.

There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations

such as this. 

While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration

is taking measures to keep the threat low.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-

of-government approach to protect the American people.

President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has

issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and

marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action .

Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
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While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White

House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we

are well-prepared.

Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance

(see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an

investigational antiviral.

The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested

it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious

disease outbreaks.

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal

government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on

January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications remain ongoing.

White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city

health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions

on the Federal-State-Local partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-

sector, and community leaders.

The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

March 6: Video 

March 4: Video 

March 2: Video 

February 29: Video

President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020

(March 6) (transcript/video)

President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)

Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)

(transcript)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4)

(more here)

President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)

Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 8:55 AM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOPNVHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain, TuckerT. EOP/OVP 
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff , Olivia P. 
EOPNVHO <Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: COVID-19 Update: Resources for All Americans & Framework for Mitigation 

6 

THE WH IT E HOUS11 

Good ::\forning, 

The v\Thite House Task Force on Coronavims and the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention have released two helpful donnnents 
for State, local, tribal, and community leaders. 

Actions for All Americans ( 4-page slide deck) 

A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 
Transmission (10-pClgefrmne workfor StCltes, lowlities, Clnd communities) 

You can find additional information about both donnnents and resources below. 

Action'i for All Americans (4-pClge slide deck) 

Keeping the workplace safe 

Keeping the school safe 

Keeping the home safe 

Keeping commercial establishments safe 

A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 
Transmission (10-pClgefrmne workfor Stutes, locCllities, Clnd cmmmmities) 
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like corona vims disease 2019. Everyone has a 
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community 
spread in the United States. CDC's all of community approach is fomsed to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and 
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Frame,vork includes: 

Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation Strategies 

Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact ofCOVID-19 

Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions 

Recent Actions 

HHS Supports Development of First Higli-Throughput COVID-19 Diagnostic Test ( click here ) 

C::.vIS Issues Key Protective ::\fask Guidance for Healthcare Workers ( dick here ) 

C::.vIS Issues Clear, Actionable Guidance to Providers about COVID-19 Vims ( dick here ) 

C::\'IS Issues Call to Action for Hospital Emergency Departments to Screen Patients for Corona\;ms ( dick here ) 

Telehealth Benefits in ::\'ledicare are a Lifeline for Patients During Coronavims Outbreak ( dick here ) 

Thanks, 
)He 

)l"icholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
v\/hite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
0: 202-4;;6-2132 I C: E: )l"icholas.D.Pottebaum(<:Dwho.eop.gov 
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Background & Additional Information (*Updated*)
 

 
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is
working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State and local officials and
private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike
Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

·         What You Should Know (here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email –

sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites can beIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000163



found here)
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In

addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

         Actions for All Americans (4-page slide deck)

·         A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-
19 Transmission (10-page frame work for States, localities, and communities)

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see

here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 
·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational

antiviral.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between

March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.
·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease

outbreaks.
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Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20, March 2, and March 9. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 10: Video

o   March 9: Video

o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness
(March 9) (readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 2:32 PM -06:00 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P.
EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: COVID-19 Update: Resources for All Americans & Framework for Mitigation 

Good Afternoon,
 
As a follow-up to this morning’s update, below you will find details on CDC’s awarding of over $560 million State and local
jurisdictions in support of COVID-19 response, and community mitigation strategies for Seattle (WA) and Santa Clara (CA).
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response (more here)
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche of
funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining what is
needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend plan
should contain.
 

White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle, Santa Clara

The White House Coronavirus Task Force today recommended 30-day mitigation strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish County, Washington, and Santa Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing
community spread.

“President Trump has made clear that the Task Force must move decisively to protect the health and safety of the American
people,” said Vice President Mike Pence. “These recommendations outline a whole-of-community approach to immediately
minimize the impacts of coronavirus in these cities and towns. I look forward to the continued partnership between the Task
Force and State and local leaders.”

Earlier today, Vice President Pence spoke with California Governor Gavin Newsom and Washington Governor Jay Inslee
about these community mitigation strategies. The Task Force and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
have worked closely with state and local leaders in California, Washington, and around the Nation to develop these
strategies. Additionally, CDC has teams in these areas working with public health partners to respond to the situation on the
ground.

Cooperation with communities, businesses, and healthcare organizations is necessary to implement extensive community
mitigation activities with the goal of protecting:

Individuals at risk for severe illness, including persons with underlying health conditions including immune
suppression and especially seniors with underlying health conditions;
The healthcare workforce; and
Critical infrastructure workforces.

 

Due to widespread community transmission of COVID-19 in these communities, examples of mitigation strategies for these
areas include, but are not limited to:

Individuals should practice protective measures (e.g., hand washing);
Schools should conduct regular health checks of students, staff, and visitors;
Senior living facilities should implement social distancing measures;
Workplaces should encourage staff to telework and expand sick leave policies;
Community and faith-based organizations should move gatherings of any size to video-accessible venues or
postpone/cancel; and
Healthcare facilities should implement triage before entering facilities.

 

In making these recommendations, the Task Force considered guidance from multiple Federal agencies, including technical
advice from CDC. These community mitigation strategies are recommended for 30 days, after which local and state public
health officials, in coordination with CDC will reassess the individual community situations.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week,  CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
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be found here and all C:.\!IS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here . 

Below you ,vill find addition information. 

Thanks, 
::-l"ic 

::-l"icholas D. Pottebaum 
Spedal Assistant to the President and Deputy Direltor 
vVhite House Office o~ental Affairs 
0: 202-4s6-2132 I C:--1 E: ::-J"icholas.D.Pottebaum(<:Dwho.eop.gov 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
Subject: COVID-19 Update: Resources for All Americans & Framework for Mitigation 
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■1111■ 
'fHI'. IVHl'l'I'. HOUS:& 

Good :.\forning, 

The v\i'hite House Task Force on Coronavims and the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention have relea sed two helpful documents 
for State, local, tribal, and community leaders. 

Actions for All Americans ( 4-page slide deck) 

A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 
Transmission (10-puyefrmne workfor Stutes, loculities, mul cmmmmities) 

You can find additional information about both documents and resources below. 

Actions for All Americans (4-puye slide deck) 

Keeping the workplace safe 

Keeping the school safe 

Keeping the home safe 

Keeping commercial establishments safe 

A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 
Transmission (10-puyefrmne workfor States, loculities, mul cmmmmities) 
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratm:y illnesses like corona vims disease 2019. Everyone has a 
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and commu nity 
spread in the United States. CDC's all of community approach is focused to slow the transmis sion of COVID-19, reduce illness and 
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: 

Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation Strategies 

Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19 

Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions 

Recent Actions 

HHS Supports Development of First High-Throughput COVID-19 Diagnostic Test ( rlirk here) 

C:VIS Issues Key Protective :.\'!ask Guidance for Healthcare Workers ( click here ) 

C:VIS Issues Clear, Actionable Guidance to Providers about COVID-19 Vim s ( click here ) 

C:VIS Issues Call to 1\ction for Hospital Emergency Departments to Screen Patients for Coronavims ( click here ) 

Telehealth Benefits in :.\'ledicare are a Lifeline for Patients During Coronavims Outbreak ( click here ) 
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Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C:  E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 

 

Background & Additional Information (*Updated*)
 

 
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is
working to protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the
COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State and local officials and
private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike
Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent
national briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency
social media channels for up-to-date information.

·         What You Should Know (here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact
information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email –
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·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites can be

found here)
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and the Administration Are
Taking a Whole-Of-Government Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 
 
Top Line

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration between

Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.
·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In

addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the
American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.
·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as

this. 
·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American remains low, and the Administration is taking

measures to keep the threat low.
 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-
government approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and marshalling

the full resources and capabilities of the Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  
·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus Plan of

Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well
·         Actions for All Americans (4-page slide deck)
·         A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-

19 Transmission (10-page frame work for States, localities, and communities)
 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has directed the White House Task
Force to take all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
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·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance ( see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in the United States. 

·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed across the country.

·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal
government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20, March 2, and March 9. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.
 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)
o   March 10: Video

o   March 9: Video

o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness
(March 9) (readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more

here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOPIWHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 9:26 AM -06:00 
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOPIWHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPIWHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO 
<Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITATION: Briefing Call on COVID-19 TODAY (March 12) at 2:00 p.m. ET 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders , 

On Thursday, March 12, at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time, please join Senior Administratio n Officials for a briefing call on COVID-
19 (coronavinrn) regarding President Tnunp issuing a proclamation under section 212(f) of the Immigration and )l" ationality Act 
(l)l"A) to restrict: travel to the United States from foreign nationals who have recently been in certain Eu ropean countries. Additional 
details can be found below. \<Ve ,vill also provide an update on implementing mitigation strategies for communities ,vith local 
COVID-transmission (A Framework for :\'litigation: Implementation of :\'litigation Strate gies for Communities ·with Local COVID-19 
Transmission). 

Briefing Call Registration on 212(() & Community Mitigation Strategies 
Date: Today, Thursday, :\'larch 11 

Time: 2:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ;,,ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information. The \l'lhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) v.-ill continue to share 
pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. 

Sincerely, 
Zach 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Zach Sv.-int 
Office of Intergovernmental ,\flairs 
The vVhite House 
C: I E: Zachariah.D.S;,,int2(Wwho.eop.gov 

President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps to Respond to The Coronavirus and Protect the 
Health and Safety Of Americans 
"Toyethe,- we ewe putting into policy u plcm to pl'event, detect, treut cmd c/'eute u vuceine uyuinst c01·rmcwin1s to suve lives in 
Americu cmd the world. Ame,-iw will yet it done!" - P,-esident Donuld .J. Trump 

President Donald .T. Tmmp signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the ent1:y of most foreign nationals who have been in 
certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the United Stat es. These countries, 
known as the SchengenArea, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finla n d, Fra nce, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Lat\ia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, :VIalta, )l"etherlands, )l"orway, Poland, Porh1gal, Sloval---ia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and S;,,itzerland. This does not apply to legal pennane nt residents, (generally) immediate family mem b ers 
of U.S. citizens, and otherindividuals who are identified in the proclamation. 

Statement from DHS Acting Secretary Chad F. Wolf: "Protecting the American people from threa ts to their safety is the most 
important job of the President of the United States. The act:io ns President Tmmp is tal---ing to deny ent1:y to foreign nationals who 
have been in affected areas will keep Americans safe and save American lives. I applaud the president for mal---ing this tough but 
necessary decision. v\Thile these new travel restrictions ;,,ill be dismptive to some travelers, this decisive action is needed to protect 
the American public from further exposure to the potentially deadly cor1ma,ims. In ,January and Febmary , the Administration 
issued similar travel restrictions on individuals who had been in China and Iran. That action proved to be effective in slo;,,ing the 
spread of the ,---ims to the U.S., while public health officials prepared. In the nel!.i 48 hours , in the interes t of public health , I in tend to 
issue a supplemental )l" otice of Arrivals Restriction requiring U.S. passengers that have been in the Sche ngen Area to travel through 
select airports where the U.S. Government has implemented enhanced screening procedures.~ 

RESTRICTING TRAVEL FROM IMPACTED AREAS: President Donald J. Trump is taking further action to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus to the United States from other countries. 

President Tnunp is issuing a proclamation under section 212(f) of the Immigration and )l"ationality Act (I)l"A) to restrict: travel to 
the United States from foreign nationals who have recently been in certain European countries. 
c Section 212(f) of the mA only applies to the movement of human beings, not goods or cargo. 
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·         The restriction applies to foreign nationals who have been in the Schengen Area, 26 countries in Europe with open borders
agreements, in the last 14 days.   

·         Those who are exempt from these restrictions, such as American citizens, will be directed to a limited number of airports where
screening can take place.

·         There is extensive travel back and forth between Europe that heightens the risk here in the United States. 
 

LOOKING OUT FOR AMERICAN BUSINESSES AND WORKERS: President Donald J. Trump is committed to
protecting American businesses and workers from the impacts of coronavirus.
·         The President is announcing an economic assistance package to help support businesses and workers who have been harmed by

this outbreak.  
·         President Trump has instructed the Small Business Administration (SBA) to exercise available authority to provide loans to

businesses affected by the coronavirus.
o    These loans will help overcome disruptions caused by the coronavirus. 
o    The President is calling on Congress to increase funding for this program by an additional $50 billion.

·         The President will be instructing the Department of the Treasury to defer tax payments for certain individuals and businesses
negatively impacted by the coronavirus.  
o    This action will provide more than $200 billion of additional liquidity to the economy.

·         President Trump is calling on Congress to immediately pass payroll tax relief.  
·         The President announced that he will soon be taking emergency action to provide financial relief for workers who are ill,

quarantined, or caring for others due to the coronavirus.
o    The President also called on Congress to take action to extend this relief for workers.

 
LEADING AN AGGRESSIVE, WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT APPROACH: President Trump has taken unprecedented
steps to protect the health of Americans in response to the coronavirus.
·         The President is leveraging all of our resources to respond to the coronavirus, bringing together government and private industry

in a collaborative response.
·         The Trump Administration declared a public health emergency in January to bolster response efforts.
·         President Trump took early action to help curb the spread of the virus from other countries to the United States, providing

important time for response and preparations.
o    In January, President Trump acted quickly to restrict travel from foreign nationals traveling from China.
o    In February, the President restricted travel for individuals recently traveling from Iran.
o    The Administration put into place mandatory screening for all travelers coming into the country from Italy and South Korea.
o    Travel advisories for severely impacted areas like Italy and South Korea have been raised to their highest level.

·         Today, the President directed his Administration to make general-use face masks available to our healthcare workers. 
o    The Administration’s actions will help make millions of general-use respirators available to keep healthcare workers safe and

mitigate transmission of the virus.
·         President Trump signed into law more than $8 billion to fund response efforts.
·         The Administration has taken bold steps to incentivize the development of therapeutics and vaccines to treat and prevent the

spread of the coronavirus.
·         Working across the public and private sectors, the Trump Administration continues to drastically expand testing capacity.

o    More than 1 million tests have been distributed nationwide, with another 4 million tests being shipped out by the end of the
week.

o    Testing is now available in every State lab in the country and commercial labs are now deploying tests, which will help
generate a dramatic increase in availability.

·         The Trump Administration has released guidance on how to keep businesses, schools, community gathering places, and families
safe.
o    From the start, President Trump has made keeping the public informed a top priority.

·         The Administration has announced that health plans with health savings accounts will be able to cover coronavirus testing and
treatment without co-payments. 

 

 

ICYMI | Vice President Pence Discusses the Coronavirus Response on the Morning Shows
____________________________________

Earlier this morning, Vice President Pence joined Good Morning America, The Today Show, Fox & Friends, New
Day, and CBS This Morning to discuss the steps that this administration is taking to combat the coronavirus.

ON ABC’s GOOD MORNING AMERICA
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WATCH HERE.

From very early on, President Trump took decisive action to put the health of the American people first.

“We all have known from the beginning that the coronavirus would continue to spread across this country, and it’s one of the
reasons why, from very early on, President Trump took decisive action to put the health of the American people first, not only
declaring a public health emergency in January, but in that same month he suspended all travel from China -- an
unprecedented move -- and quarantined Americans that were returning from the region. Since that time, George, we've --
we've issued travel advisories for areas of South Korea, Italy; screened all persons coming on direct flights.  But, frankly, as we
watched the epicenter of the coronavirus shift from China and South Korea to Europe, the President thought it was proper for
us to impose a 30-day suspension on all travel from continental Europe.”

The President, again, made another unprecedented decision in suspending all travel from Europe, because we
want to stop the flow of people bringing the coronavirus here.

“The reality is that, really, just two weeks ago, in Italy, there were less than 500 cases and now there's 12,000 cases in Italy,
George.  We have tens of thousands of people that travel to the United States from Europe every day.  Seventy percent of new
cases in the world were in Europe. And when we looked yesterday at the -- what was then the 35 states where we had cases,
about 30 of them could be traced to contacts with Europe.  And so the President, again, made another unprecedented decision
in suspending all travel from Europe, because we essentially want -- we essentially want to stop the flow of people bringing
the coronavirus here, but then continuing to surge resources, particularly into California, Washington State, New York, and
other communities where we've seen community spread. It's a combination of efforts that’s being driven by the top health
experts in the world on our task force.  But the President -- the President showed again yesterday a willingness to take
decisive action on multiple levels to protect the American people.”

We want to send a very clear message to Americans that if for any reason you believe you've been exposed to the
coronavirus, you should not be worried about the cost of testing or treatment.

“We're making steady progress.  We're going to continue to make a very clear message to Americans that if for any reason you
believe you've been exposed to the coronavirus or you have symptoms, we don't want people to be worried about the cost of
testing, to be worried about the cost of treatment… As the President made clear last night, we're working with Congress and
exploring actions the President can take to make sure that hourly wage earners know that you can stay home without risking
losing a paycheck or losing your job if you feel if you feel that you've been exposed to the coronavirus.”

ON NBC’s TODAY SHOW

WATCH HERE.

From early on in this effort, we have addressed the testing issue. We made changes through the FDA that allowed
for state labs and hospitals to engage in testing.

“From early on in this effort we’ve been addressing the testing issue. We made changes through the FDA that allowed for state
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labs and university hospitals and hospitals to engage in testing. And I’m pleased to report every state lab in America can do
testing now. Many university laboratories are doing it. Washington State – the University of Washington is doing
extraordinary work. but we are literally working hour by hour to expand the testing and we think the key Savannah is going to
be what we call commercial laboratories like LabCorp and Quest who are already spinning up production at the president’s
direction last week on tests that can be available on a broad basis in the days ahead for the American people. we’re making
real progress but rest assured we’re going to continue to drive forward.”

The American people should know that President Trump has no higher priority than the health, safety and well-
being of the American people.

“The American people should know that President Trump has no higher priority than the health and safety and wellbeing of
the people in this country. You can go to coronavirus.gov right now to find out what every American can do to keep yourself,
your family, your workplace and your school safe. But you can rest assured we’re going to focus on communities where we’ve
had community spread, and the President’s action yesterday suspending travel from Europe is one more example of how he’s
putting the health of America first.”

ON FOX NEWS’ FOX & FRIENDS

WATCH HERE AND HERE.

The President has called this a whole-of-government approach, but he has also called this is a whole-of-America
approach. 

“The President, you know, he said this was a whole-of-government approach but he also said this is a whole-of-America
approach.  So he's brought in business leaders from nursing homes; yesterday, banking; hospitals, and the rest.  But one of
the things we did that's most important on testing was the President brought in the leaders of the top commercial laboratories
in the country who, as we speak, have already approved a test that is being spun up.  It’s being sent out to market.  Quest,
LabCorp, the largest commercial laboratories in the country, are working very closely with our administration.  We're clearing
the red tape out of the way. That's going to be the way that, in the days ahead, we're going to -- we're going to have broad-
based testing available all across the country.”

We are working together to contain the spread of the coronavirus. And we will get through this.

“Our goal, as the coronavirus spreads in this country -- and the vast majority who would contract it will have flu-like
symptoms and recover.  Our goal nonetheless is to hold down that overall number as much as possible.  And we will do that
with the continuing cooperation of American families, schools, businesses, and states.  And that's the vision President Trump
has.  All of us working together will get through this.”

We are focusing on supporting efforts at the state and local level in Washington State, and in California. CDC
issued strong guidelines for those communities about public activities, large gatherings and at schools.  We will
continue simply to follow the data on this.

“Make no mistake about it: We are also focusing on supporting efforts at the state and local level in California, in Washington
State, and in California.  CDC issued very strong guidelines for those communities about public activities, large gatherings,
schools.  And we’ll continue simply to follow the data on this and make strong recommendations where we have what's
known as “community spread. But for every American, right now, as the President said last night, it's a good time to use
common sense.  Wash your hands often.  Clean, you know, often-used surfaces.  All that information is available at
Coronavirus.gov.  So we're going to try and mitigate the spread in this country but also prevent, through the President's
decisive action last night, people from bringing the coronavirus into the United States any further from Europe.”

We are encouraging best practices for every American.  We are focusing on communities where we have
community spread.

“I want to say to your viewers, just as the President said last night, the risk to the average American of contracting the
coronavirus remains low, but we do know that seniors with serious underlying chronic health conditions are particularly
vulnerable to very serious outcomes.  And so we're encouraging best practices for every American.  We're focusing on
communities where we have community spread.”

Those with a family member who is a senior citizen should support them in engaging in good hygiene and good
health practices.

,. 
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“For any American that's watching today that has a family member or a loved one who’s a senior citizen with a serious
underlying health condition, this is a very good time to help and to support them to be able to avoid public places, and
everyone around them to engage in good hygiene and good practices to protect those that are most vulnerable.”

ON CNN’s NEW DAY

WATCH HERE AND HERE.

We have been meeting with industry leaders in one relevant industry after another to ensure that the full
resources of America are being brought to bear.

“We're not doing a travel ban as our strategy.  The suspending all travel for 30 days from Europe is a part of the strategy.  The
other part is an aggressive mitigation strategy. I spoke to the governors of New York, Washington State, and California
tomorrow -- or yesterday.  CDC issued strong guidance to those areas where we have community spread.  We've flowed
resources.  We’ve flowed support to those areas.  And so it's a combination of strategies that the President has employed here. 
As he says, it's “all hands on deck,” “a whole-of-government approach,” but it's also a whole-of-America approach.  We've
literally been meeting with industry leaders in one relevant industry after another to ensure that the full resources of America
are being brought to bear.”

Any American who is concerned about being exposed to the coronavirus, should call their doctor and get tested.

“Anyone who's looking on today who might be concerned that they were exposed to coronavirus or have symptoms should call
their doctor.  Their doctor, with any question, can call their state laboratory and be able to find out how they can have a test
processed.”

We are making steady progress. We don't want anybody to avoid having a test because they are concerned
financially.

“But make no mistake about it: We're making steady progress.  We’ve made changes at the FDA in January, at the President's
direction.  And the American people can be confident we're going to continue to roll out the test.  And maybe most significant
on that score is that the President brought health insurance companies in last week and they all agreed to waive the co-pays
on testing.  We expanded testing to Medicare and Medicaid patients.  And we also expanded coverage for treatment, and
health insurance companies expanded coverage for treatment.  We don't want anybody to avoid having a test because they’re
concerned financially.”

The risk to the average American remains low.

“I want people to know that the risk to contracting the coronavirus, according to all of our experts, for the average American
remains low.  Most people that contract it, will have flu-like symptoms and recover.”

ON CBS This Morning

WATCH HERE.
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We are going to continue to put in every effort in place to protect the health and safety of the American people.

“The President took the unprecedented step of suspending all travel from China which was the originating country of this
virus. We also established travel advisories, and we've been screening passengers on all direct flights from South Korea and
Italy. But with the epicenter of this epidemic now moving from China and South Korea to Europe, yesterday the President
again took the unprecedented step of suspending all travel from Europe for the next 30 days, and that in combination with
our strong mitigation efforts in communities that are experiencing what our experts call community spread, areas of
California, Washington State, and New York, we're going to continue to put every effort at home and with regard to these
travel restrictions in place to protect the health and safety of the American people.”

In the days ahead, we are going to continue to see the availability of tests at your local doctor and your local
pharmacy expand.

“Testing is happening in every state lab in the country. Many university hospitals have taken the FDA test, like the University
of Washington, is doing a great job expanding testing capabilities. But the biggest piece on the testing is that our commercial
labs that the President brought in last week, companies like Quest and LabCorp, have already had approved a new test that
they several days ago had begun to take to market which they can do in a vast and expansive way across the country. And
literally in the days ahead, we're going to continue to see the availability of tests at your local doctor, ultimately at your local
pharmacy, continue to expand.”

When President Trump learned that 70% of the new cases this week, around the world, were in Europe, he took
decisive action to protect the American people.

“Make no mistake about it: All the new cases in the world, this week, 70% of the new cases were in Europe. And the increase
has been dramatic. When the President imposed the travel advisory and we began screening all flights, all passengers coming
into the United States from Italy two weeks ago, there were roughly 500 coronavirus cases. Now there's 12,000, about 1,000
in Germany, about 1,000 in France. That's the reason why the President essentially said full stop, we're going to suspend all
travel, and that American citizens coming home and legal residents will be funneled through 13 different airports. They'll get
an initial health screening coming in. But we're going to ask everyone returning to our country to self-quarantine for 14 days.”
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From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 4:05 PM -06:00 
Subject: Follow-Up: COVID-19 Briefing Call with State & Local Elected Officials 

T H E WHITE lilOUSE 

State and Local Leaders -

Thank you to everyone that joined for the White House COVID-19 Briefing Call on Wednesday, March 12. Below, please 
find a readout from the call, pertinent agency announcements and actions, and other important information for you and your 
communities. As a reminder, the best resource for up-to-date information and guidance is www.cor onavirus .gov . Please also see 
CDC's recently released Framework for M itiqution outlining no n-phannaceutical inte IYentions to help slow transmission of the 
vims in communities. 

The v\i'hite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (v\i'H IGA) ¼ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison 
between the v\/hite House and the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
v\ihite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

State and Local Briefing Call Summary 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 
The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to pro,iding as much information as possible to prepare 
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Cont rol and Prevention, the Food 
and Dmg 1\dministration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers , lab oratories, 
communities, and state and local offidals for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date 
information can be found at www.c oron i1vin 1s.gov . 
Wednesday, :\'larch 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities 
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here . 
CDC released their "Implem entation ofM itig i1tion Sh·i1tegi es for Communitie s with I,onil COVID-rn 
Transmission .~ This is a guide for communities describing possible COf(J11a,irus transmission. Community mitigation 
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities. 
The CDC has been altively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more infonnation about 
testing here . \,Ve encourage review of the Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testin g Persons for Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 , as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories to detennine best practices for testing. 
The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help ¼ith this response. As 
America's Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is n1rrently very involved in assisting the CDC v.ith airpo rt 
screenings, deplo)ing staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more abou t Commissioned Corps 
activities h ere . 
Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready 
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointmen t s to donate blood. 
CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000177



workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that

information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal alw
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U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction

of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Recent Announcements
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirusIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000179



disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance  can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
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·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 6:22 AM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOPNVHO <Olivia.P.lmhoff2@who.eop :gov> 
Subject: COVID-19 Update: Recent Actions & Resources 

.. • 
T H E WllllTE. lllOUSE 

State Leader and Staff, 

Below you ;,,ill find a summary of recent Federal actions, updated resources, and readout of recent briefing calls. As a reminder, the 
best resource for up-to-date information and guidance is www.coro n avirus.gov . 

(j Helpful Guidance for Your State Health Officer & State Health lab: FAQs on Diagnostic Testing (more here ) 

Presidential Proclamation to Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread 
On Thursday, :.\'larch 12, President Donald ,J. Tmmp signed a Presidential Proclamation , which suspends the entry of most 
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the 
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Gennany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, :.\'lalta, )Jetherlands, )Jorway, 
Poland, Portugal, Sloval-ia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal pe1"manent 1"esidents, (yenemlly) 
immediate fmnily members of U.S. citizens, and other individiwls who are identified in the prodwnatfrm. 

DH S Acting Secretary vVolf s Statement on Presidential Proclamation to Protect the Homeland from Travel- Related Coronavinrn 
Spread (more here) 
Fact Sheet - President Donald ,J. Tmmp Has Taken Unprecedented Steps to Respond to the Coronavims and Protect the Health 
and Safety of Americans (mol"e hcrJ:) 

Ernmework Mitig;1tion Stri1tegies for Communities ,ritb I,or;i1 CQYIP-rn D:;msmission 
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like corona vims disease 2019. Everyone has a 
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community 
spread in the United States. CDC's all of community approach is fol·used to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and 
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. 

A Framework for :\:litigation: Implementation of :.\'litigation Strategies for Communities ;,,ith Local COVID-19 Transmission 
(more ..bix£; 10-payefiwne work Jo,- Stutes, lomlities, cmd commimities) 
CDC mitigation strategies for Santa Clara (CA), Seattle (WA), and )Jew Rochelle (X'r1 

Thanks, 
)Jic 

)Jicholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
li\/hite House Office o~ental Affairs 
0: 202-4!56-2132 I C: --I E: )Jicholas.D.Pottebaum({Dwho.eop.gov 

Background & Additional Information for State & Local Officials 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 
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·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that

information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.
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·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Recent Announcements
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vitalIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000184



economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000185



Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump in Address to the Nation (March 11) ( transcript/video)
·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)

(transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)

(readout)
·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)

(transcript)
·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:33 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITE: Briefing Call on COVID-19 TODAY (March 13) at 7:30 p.m. ET 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 preparedness, response, and mitigation efforts 
TONIGHT (Friday, March 1.1) at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Important Note: Cull-in lines will he limited due to quick around to setting up the briefing cull. State and local 
leaders (especially stuff) working in the same office are encouraged to dial-in using one call-in line to maximize 
the number qf people wlw can join (e.g., gov enwrs stuff in the sume locution m-e em:oumged to cull-in using one cull-in 
registmticm). 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: TODAY, Friday, :.\'larch 13 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ;,,ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Press Advisory - President Donald J. Trnmp Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19 
(PRESIDE.'ITIAL PROCLA:.\'IATIO::-J HERE ) 
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of 
the American people remain a top priority. 
Today, President Tmmp declared a natimnvide emergenLy pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
EmergenLy ,\ssistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the "Stafford Act"). This increases federal support to the Department of Health and 
Human Se1vices (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agenLy for the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the 
President's decisive, unprecedented action, FE.vIA is directed to assist state, local, tribal, territorial governments and other eligible 
entities v,ith the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American public. Today's declaration does not make direct 
financial assistance available to individuals. 

The emergency declaration does not change measures authorized under other federal stah1tes and HHS remains the lead federal 
agency directing the federal response to COVID-19. FE:\iIA actions ;,,ill be in support of HHS and in coordination ,vith state, tribal 
and territorial governments. Eligible emergenLy protective measures taken at the direction or guida nce of public health officials in 
response to this emergency, and not supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reim bursed strictly under the 
Ffil'IA Public ,\ssistance program. FE.vIA assistance ;,,ill be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities 
typically include emergenLyprotective measures such as the activation of State EmergenLy Operations Centers, ::-Jational Guard 
costs, law enforcement and other measures necessary to protect public health and safety. 

Presidential Message to the Congress on Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Novel Corona virus 
Disease (COVID-19) Outbreak (March 13, 2020) (PRESIDE.'l"TIAL :.\'IESSAGE HERE ) 
"Pursuant to seL1ion 201 of the ::-Jational Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621), I hereby report that I have exercised my authority to 
declare that the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the United States constitutes a national emergenLy. This declaration 
invokes section 1135 of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 132ob-5, to allow the Secreta1y of Health and Human Se1vices t o exercise 
the authority under that section to temporarily waive or modify certain requirements of the ).fodicare , ).fodicaid, and State Children's 
Health Insurance programs and of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act PrirnLy Rule throughout the duration of 
the public health emergenLy declared in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. " 

-
Memorandum on Expanding State-Approved Diagnostic Tests (FULL :.\'lfil'IORA.'l"DU:.\'l HERE ) 
"By the authority vested in me as President by the Constih1tion and the laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: It is the poliLy of the United States to take proactive measures to prepare for and respond to public health threats, including 
the public health emergenLy involving Coronavims Disease 2019 (COVID-19), which was declared by the Secretaiy of Health and 
Human Se1vices (the "Secretary~) on.Tanua1y 31, 2020, pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d). 
Our response must include heightened coordination among Federal, State, local, and tribal agencies, and we must offer States the 
flexibility they need to care for their citizens. In accordance ,vith this principle, the Food and Dmg Adminis t ration, in coordination 
;,,,ith the State of ::-Jew York, allowed the State flexibility in ex-pediting State-approved COVID-19 testing. Should additional States 
request flexibility to authorize laboratories ;,,,ithin the State to develop and perform tests used to dete ct COVID-19, the Secretary 
shall take appropriate action, consistent ;,,,ith law, to facilitate the request." 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000187



Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share
pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance.
 
Sincerely,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
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·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump in Address to the Nation (March 11) ( transcript/video)
·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)

(transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)

(readout)
·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)

(transcript)
·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 20204:41 PM -06:00 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: INVITE: Briefing Call on COVID-19 TODAY (March 13) at 7:30 p.m. ET 

Update: We ·will have officials on the call from the v\lhite House, Centers for .:..Vledicare & .:.VIedicaid (CVIS), Federal Emergency 
:\fanagement Agency (FE:\'IA), Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Developmen t 
(HUD), and U.S. Department of Homeland SeL'ltrity (DHS), to brief on President's actions today and additional updates. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: TODAY, Friday, :\'larch 13 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 

Thanks, 
)fa 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 5:34 PM 
To: Nie Pottebaum ( Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who. eop .gov) <Nichol as. D .Pottebaum@wh o. eop .gov> 
Cc: Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITE: Briefing Call on COVID-19 TODAY (March 13) at 7:30 p.m. ET 

THE Wll iU HOiJsE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Please join Senior Administration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 preparedness, response , and mitigation efforts 
TONIGHT (Friday, March t.'J) at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Impurtunt Nute: Cull-in lines will he limited due tu quick uruund tu setting up tile briefing cull. Stute und focal 
leaders (especially stu.tJ) wurking in tile sume office are encuuraged to diul-in using une cull-in line tu maximize 
tile number rifpeuple wlw cunjuin ( e.g., governors stuff in the smne locution me> em:otffugecl to cull-in using one cull-in 
registrntion). 

-
Briefing Call Registration 

Date: TODAY, Friday, :\'larch 13 
Time: 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you "\Nill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )l"ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Press Advisory - President Donald J. Trnmp Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19 
(PRESIDE.'ITIAL PROCL\..:VIATIO)l" HERE ) 
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of 
the American people remain a top priority. 
Today, President Tmmp declared a nation,vide emergenLy pursuant to Sec. !)Ol(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
EmergenLy Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. !)121 ·!)207 (the "Stafford Ace). This increases federal support to the Department of Health and 
Human Se1vices (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agenLy for the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the 
President's decisive, unprecedented action, FE.vIA is directed to assist state , local , tribal, territorial governments and other eligible 
entities v..ith the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American public. Today's declaration does not make direct 
finandal assistance available to individuals. 

The emergency declaration does not change measures authorized under other federal stah1tes and HHS remains the lead federal 
agency directing the federal response to COVID-19. FE:\'IA actions ·will be in support of HHS and in coordination v..ith state, tribal 
and territorial governments. Eligible emergenLy protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health offidals in 
response to this emergency, and not supported by the authorities of another federal agency, "\Nill be reim bursed strictly under the 
FE:\'IA Public ,\ssistance program. FE.vi,\ assistance ¼ill be prmided at a 7!5 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities 
typically include emergenLy protective measures such as the activation of State Eme rgenLy Operations Centers, )l"atio nal Guard 
costs, law enforcement and other measures necessai:y to protect public health and safety. 

Presidential Message to the Congress on Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Novel Corona virus 
Disease (COVID-19) Outbreak (March 13, 2020) (PRESIDE.'JTIAL :\'IESSAGE HERE ) 
"Pursuant to section 201 of the )l"ational Emergencies Act (;iO U.S.C. 1621), I hereby report that I have exercised my authority to 
declare that the outbreak of corona\ims disease (COVID-19) in the United States constitutes a national emergenLy. This declaration 
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invokes section 1135 of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 1320b–5, to allow the Secretary of Health and Human Services to exercise
the authority under that section to temporarily waive or modify certain requirements of the Medicare, Medicaid, and State Children's
Health Insurance programs and of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act Privacy Rule throughout the duration of
the public health emergency declared in response to the COVID-19 outbreak.”
 
Memorandum on Expanding State-Approved Diagnostic Tests (FULL MEMORANDUM HERE)
“By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as
follows: It is the policy of the United States to take proactive measures to prepare for and respond to public health threats, including
the public health emergency involving Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), which was declared by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (the “Secretary”) on January 31, 2020, pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d). 
Our response must include heightened coordination among Federal, State, local, and tribal agencies, and we must offer States the
flexibility they need to care for their citizens.  In accordance with this principle, the Food and Drug Administration, in coordination
with the State of New York, allowed the State flexibility in expediting State-approved COVID-19 testing. Should additional States
request flexibility to authorize laboratories within the State to develop and perform tests used to detect COVID-19, the Secretary
shall take appropriate action, consistent with law, to facilitate the request.”
 
Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share
pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance.
 
Sincerely,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C:  E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here) IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000191



·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump in Address to the Nation (March 11) ( transcript/video)
·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)

(transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)

(readout)
·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)

(transcript)
·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness
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(readout)
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 3:09 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: COVID-19 Update: Recent Actions & Resources 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

President Donald ,J. Tmmp is leveraging the full power of the Federal Government , in partnership v.ith state, local, and tri bal 
leaders, and private sedor partners, to protect the health and safety of the American people. The President's emergency declaratio ns 
v.ill give healthcare providers and officials on the front lines of this pandemic the flexibility they need to respond. The Tmmp 
Administration is working to rapidly expand coronavims testing across the nation and make sure Americans who need them have 
access. Below you v.ill find additional information. You can find the latest information on COVID-19 HERE. 

Recent Actions & Updates 

President Donald J. Trulllp Directs FEMA Support Under Elllergency Declaration for COVID-19 

Presidential Proclamation Here 

Letter from President Donald .J. Tmmp on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act to U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Department of Treasury, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, and Federal Emergency 
:.Vlanagement Agency. The letter includes specific recommendation to governors including: 

o "In order to meet the challenges caused by this emergency pandemic, I have encouraged all State and local 
governlllents to activate their Elllergency Operations Centers and to review their elllergency 
preparedness plans. In the meantime, I expect FE.vIA to continue to review all ,.vays in whicli it can provide 
assistance to States consistent v.ith the authorities pro,ided to it by this letter and by statute.~ 

o "I encourJ.ge all governors and tribal leaders to consider requesting Federal assistance under this 
provision of the Stafford Act, pursuant to the statutory criteria. I stand ready to e}q>editiously consider any 
such request.~ 

President Donald .J. Tmmp Has :\fobilized the Full Resources of the Federal Government to Respond to the Coronmims 

FE.vIA Fact Sheet 

Memorandum on Expanding State-Approved Diagnostic Tests 

Full Memorandum Here 

Secretary Azar Designates Admiral Giroir to Coordinate COVID-19 Diagnostic Testing Efforts 

The FDA is working to help significantly speed up testing and e.xpand accessibility for Americans. The FDA issued 
emergency approval for a new commercial coronavirus test by Roche that ¼ill help greatly e.x--pand testing nationv-.ide. 
FDA: ·'The FDA authorized the Roche co bas SARS-CoV-2 Test, the third Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) granted 
for a diagnostic test during the COVID-19 outbreak. Laboratories can immediately run tests on Roche's high-volume 
platform, which ½ill greatly increase national testing capacity." 

FDA gives fle:xibilitv to New York State Department of Health. FDA issues Emergency Use Authorization Diagnostic 

Fralllework Mitigation Strategies for Collllllunities \\ith Local COVID-19 Translllission 
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratmy illnesses like corona vims disease 2019. Everyone has a 
role to play in getting ready and sta)ing healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community 
spread in the United States. CDC's all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and 
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. 

A Framework for :.Vlitigation: Implementation of :\'litigation Stra tegies for Communities ,vith Local COVID-19 Transmission 
(more here ; 10-payefmme work for States, lowlities, and eommimities). IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000194



·         CDC mitigation strategies for Santa Clara (CA), Seattle (WA), New Rochelle (NY), Florida, and Massachusetts.

 

Other Actions & Updates

·         HHS Funds Development of COVID-19 Diagnostic Tests

         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced critical new measures designed to keep America’s
nursing home residents safe from COVID-19 taking the form of a memorandum and is based on the newest
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

         Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) - Emergency Declaration- Hours of Service Relief:
FMCSA has issued an Emergency Declaration covering all 50 states and the District of Columbia to provide hours of service
relief to drivers transporting emergency relief.  Specifically, the declaration provides for regulatory relief for commercial
motor vehicle operations providing direct assistance supporting emergency relief efforts, and will cover the shipment of:
medical supplies and equipment related to the testing, diagnosis and treatment of COVID-19; supplies and equipment,
including masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, soap and disinfectants, necessary for healthcare worker, patient and community
safety, sanitation, and prevention of COVID-19 spread in communities; food for emergency restocking of stores; equipment,
supplies and persons necessary for establishment and management of temporary housing and quarantine facilities related to
COVID-19; persons designated by Federal, State or local authorities for transport for medical, isolation or quarantine
purposes; and personnel to provide medical or other emergency services.  The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not
related to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or
until 11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner.

         U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious
Disease Response

 

 

Below, please find additional information. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to
share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of
assistance.

 

Sincerely,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
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Fact Sheet on H.R. 6021 – Families First Coronavirus Response Act

 

Following extensive negotiations with Congress, President Trump announced his support for legislation to
help American workers and families impacted by the coronavirus. 

The President is committed to ensuring American workers and families have the support they need, and this legislation
follows through on that.
The Administration engaged in extensive discussions with Congress to secure key provisions and changes in language.
As a result of the Administration’s efforts, substantial improvements were made from the initial bill.

 

This delivers on President Trump’s plan to help American workers and their families who have been
harmed by the coronavirus outbreak.

·         The legislation establishes tax credits to provide paid sick and family medical leave for employment interruptions
related to coronavirus.

o   This will provide support for employees with coronavirus, under quarantine, caring for someone affected, or

with children whose school has closed.

·         Eligible employers will receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for any paid leave they provide under this program.

·         Importantly, employees will be able to receive the paid leave directly from their employer, rather than an inefficient
government run program. 

o   We are partnering with businesses, not imposing an unfunded mandate on them.

·         The legislation also incentivizes states to ease access to unemployment benefits, assisting Americans who may be
unemployed due to the impact of the virus.   

·         In order to help families and the most vulnerable, the bill provides funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional
aid for senior citizens, women, children, and low-income families.

 

To protect the health of our citizens, the legislation provides free coronavirus testing for all Americans who
need it.

This includes free testing through commercial insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, Indian Health Service, and TRI-
CARE.  
Every American who needs a test, should be able to get a test regardless of their financial circumstances.

 

 
Fact Sheet – President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal Government to Respond
to the Coronavirus
 
MOBILIZING ALL FEDERAL RESOURCES: President Donald J. Trump is leveraging the full power of the Federal
Government to protect the health and safety of the American people. 

President Trump is exercising statutory authorities to declare a national emergency in response to the coronavirus.   
The unprecedented action the President is taking invites States, territories, and tribes to access over $42 billion in
existing funding to combat the coronavirus.

The Administration has taken decisive action to ensure State, local, and tribal leaders have the resources they
need to provide protective measures for their communities.
The Small Business Administration also has authority and available funding to make over $7 billion in loans to
qualifying small businesses to assist economic recovery.  

President Trump is directing further actions across his Administration in response to the coronavirus.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has announced guidance to limit medically unnecessary visits to
nursing homes to protect vulnerable elderly Americans
The Secretary of the Education will be waiving interest on all student loans held by the Federal Government.
The President is directing the Department of Energy to purchase large quantities of crude oil for the strategic
reserve.   

The President is urging every State to set up emergency operational centers and is asking every hospital to activate its
emergency preparedness plan.

 

EMPOWERING HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS: The President’s emergency declaration will give healthcare
providers on the front lines of this pandemic the flexibility they need to respond.

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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President Trump continues to cut through every piece of unnecessary red tape that may hinder our response efforts
and make every Federal resource available.
The President will empower the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to waive provisions of certain laws
and regulations and give maximum flexibility to healthcare providers to care for their patients.
The declaration will provide HHS with critical authorities to waive:

Certain laws to enable telehealth, remote doctors’ visits, and hospital check-ins
Licensing requirements so doctors from other states can provide services in areas with the greatest need.
Critical Access Hospital requirements to allow those hospitals to have more beds and longer lengths of stay
The requirement of a 3-day hospital stay prior to admission to a nursing home.
Rules hindering hospitals’ ability to bring additional physicians on board or obtain needed office space.  
Restrictions on where hospitals can care for patients.

The Administration will be working to eliminate every obstacle possible to ensure healthcare providers can deliver
Americans the care they need.

 

RAPIDLY EXPANDING TESTING: The Trump Administration is working to rapidly expand coronavirus
testing across the nation and make sure Americans who need them have access.

President Trump is mobilizing resources across the Federal Government to accelerate testing and expand access for
more Americans.     

The President wants to make sure that those who need a test can get a test safely, quickly, and conveniently.
The Administration is working with the private sector to open up drive-through testing collection sites in critical areas
impacted by the coronavirus.
The Administration is working with Google to develop a website Americans can go to determine whether a test is
needed and, if so, facilitate testing at a nearby location.
The Food and Drug Administration is issuing emergency authorization for new commercial coronavirus tests that will
help significantly expand testing across the country.

One new test produced by Roche has already been authorized and authorization is coming for another test very
shortly.
Up to 2 million additional tests are expected to be available next week thanks to these efforts.

President Trump and his Administration are working to provide maximum flexibility for States to approve labs for
coronavirus testing.
HHS recently announced it is providing funding to help accelerate the development of two rapid diagnostic tests.
The Administration has designated Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir to take the lead in coordinating testing
efforts to ensure seamless access for patients, doctors, and hospitals.
The Administration continues to cut red tape that restricted who qualifies for testing.  

 

 

 

Updated - Background & Additional Information for State & Local
Officials

 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here,

·         Framework Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission: Protect yourself and your
community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a role to play in
getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community spread
in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts.

o   A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19

Transmission (more here; 10-page frame work for States, localities, and communities).
o   CDC mitigation strategies for Santa Clara (CA), Seattle (WA), New Rochelle (NY), Florida, and Massachusetts.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
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blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies: The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to

grant state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States
and territories are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are
outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states
under section 1135 waivers include the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily
suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers
to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain
pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For more information and to access the
toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More here.

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that

information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster.

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers. IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000198



·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

·         Presidential Proclamation to Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread:  On Thursday, March 12,
President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most foreign nationals who
have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the United States.
These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents,
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(generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
·         DHS Acting Secretary Wolf’s Statement on Presidential Proclamation to Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related

Coronavirus Spread (more here)
·         Fact Sheet – President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps to Respond to the Coronavirus and Protect

the Health and Safety of Americans (more here)
·         Press Release –  Department of Homeland Security Outlines New Process for Americans Returning from Certain

European Countries, China, and Iran (more here)
 

 

 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
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·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         Small Business Administration (here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Conference (March 13)
(transcript/video)

·         Remarks by President Trump in Address to the Nation (March 11) ( transcript/video)
·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)

(transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)

(readout)
·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)

(transcript)
·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 9:37 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: ORD contact 

Robert White, Director of Field Operations, Chicago - 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 10:58 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening requirements. Right

now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 11:00 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

Please share with the Mayor. This is an example of what can be accomplished when we work proactively and constructively

together. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 15, 2020, at 12:58 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening

requirements. Right now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to

expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

□ 
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From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 11:06 PM -06:00 
Subject: Fw: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 12:00 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter

 

Please share with the Mayor. This is an example of what can be accomplished when we work proactively and constructively

together. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 15, 2020, at 12:58 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening

requirements. Right now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to

expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

□ 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 11:06 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 12:00 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter

 

Please share with the Mayor. This is an example of what can be accomplished when we work proactively and constructively

together. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 15, 2020, at 12:58 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening

requirements. Right now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to

expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

□ 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 11:06 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 12:00 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter

 

Please share with the Mayor. This is an example of what can be accomplished when we work proactively and constructively

together. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 15, 2020, at 12:58 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening

requirements. Right now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to

expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

□ 
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From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 11:08 PM -06:00 
To: Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter 

FYI

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 12:00 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Tweet by Acting Secretary Chad Wolf on Twitter

 

Please share with the Mayor. This is an example of what can be accomplished when we work proactively and constructively

together. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 15, 2020, at 12:58 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Acting Secretary Chad Wolf (@DHS_Wolf)

3/15/20, 12:29 AM

DHS is aware of the long lines for passengers who are undergoing increased medical screening

requirements. Right now we are working to add additional screening capacity and working with the airlines to

expedite the process. 1(/2)

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

□ 
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From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:33 AM -06:00 
To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP
<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian
<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>;
kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov> 
Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was

going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me the

sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices

about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.
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We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure. 

□ 

□ 
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From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:36 AM -06:00 
To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP
<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian
<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>;
Pat_Souders@Durbin.Senate.gov <Pat_Souders@Durbin.Senate.gov>; Kaitlin_Fahey@duckworth.senate.gov
<Kaitlin_Fahey@duckworth.senate.gov> 
Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

 

 

From: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 8:34 AM

To: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, "Collier, Pat"

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "Tate-Nadeau, Alicia" <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>, "Mitchell, Christian"

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, "Collier, Pat" <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>,

"pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov" <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>, "kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov"

<kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was

going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me the

sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices

about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000211



Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure. 
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□ 
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From: Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:42 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Date: March 15, 2020 at 8:33:59 AM CDT

To: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, "Collier,

Pat" <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "Tate-Nadeau, Alicia" <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>, "Mitchell, Christian"

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, "Collier, Pat"

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov" <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>,

"kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov" <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him

over the phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that

call with no sense as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation

at O’Hare ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff

power on a literal minute by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at

customs because passengers were tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal

government called anyone here at any level to give us a heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could

happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT

ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew and decided not to warn us.  Both are

unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work when we needed to be warned

this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only talking to the mayor

and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people were likely

exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for

more tests kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what

a great job the President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me

the sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when

we needed an aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test

can get a test” and “this is no worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with

our state partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing

impossible choices about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from

Senators Durbin and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?   We

have many more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can

we expect even larger crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own

resources to try and alleviate the problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups

in the customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?   I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM
IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000213



To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team

reached out to me or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of

this unprecedented public health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor

any time of night or day – you did not respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS

IGA team reached out to your state-federal director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor

was not aware of the issue and never reached out to them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to

your team throughout the day today to help work through several other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To

reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve our fellow citizens.  Look forward to

connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge

either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together.

I look forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do

something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together

to get the federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client
privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for
the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may
be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this
communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client
privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:42 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Date: March 15, 2020 at 8:33:59 AM CDT

To: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, "Collier,

Pat" <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "Tate-Nadeau, Alicia" <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>, "Mitchell, Christian"

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, "Collier, Pat"

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov" <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>,

"kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov" <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him

over the phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that

call with no sense as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation

at O’Hare ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff

power on a literal minute by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at

customs because passengers were tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal

government called anyone here at any level to give us a heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could

happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT

ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew and decided not to warn us.  Both are

unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work when we needed to be warned

this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only talking to the mayor

and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people were likely

exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for

more tests kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what

a great job the President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me

the sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when

we needed an aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test

can get a test” and “this is no worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with

our state partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing

impossible choices about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from

Senators Durbin and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We

have many more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can

we expect even larger crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own

resources to try and alleviate the problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups

in the customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM
IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000215



To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team

reached out to me or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of

this unprecedented public health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor

any time of night or day – you did not respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS

IGA team reached out to your state-federal director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor

was not aware of the issue and never reached out to them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to

your team throughout the day today to help work through several other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To

reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve our fellow citizens.  Look forward to

connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge

either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together.

I look forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do

something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together

to get the federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client
privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for
the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may
be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this
communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client
privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain
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legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000217



From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:42 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Date: March 15, 2020 at 8:33:59 AM CDT

To: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, "Collier,

Pat" <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "Tate-Nadeau, Alicia" <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>, "Mitchell, Christian"

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, "Collier, Pat"

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>, "pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov" <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>,

"kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov" <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him

over the phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that

call with no sense as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation

at O’Hare ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff

power on a literal minute by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at

customs because passengers were tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal

government called anyone here at any level to give us a heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could

happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT

ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew and decided not to warn us.  Both are

unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work when we needed to be warned

this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only talking to the mayor

and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people were likely

exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for

more tests kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what

a great job the President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me

the sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when

we needed an aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test

can get a test” and “this is no worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with

our state partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing

impossible choices about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from

Senators Durbin and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We

have many more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can

we expect even larger crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own

resources to try and alleviate the problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups

in the customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM
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To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team

reached out to me or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of

this unprecedented public health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor

any time of night or day – you did not respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS

IGA team reached out to your state-federal director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor

was not aware of the issue and never reached out to them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to

your team throughout the day today to help work through several other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To

reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve our fellow citizens.  Look forward to

connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge

either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together.

I look forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do

something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together

to get the federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client
privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for
the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may
be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this
communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client
privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

□ 

□ 

□ 
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legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:49 AM -06:00 
To: CHERIE SHORT <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Chicago 

Cherie - can you connect with Maurice Classen with the Chicago Mayor’s Office. They are looking for an update on O’Hare. I

know that the Secretary and DHS are working on this. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:56 AM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Chicago 

Maurice,

Thank you for reaching out. Would you be so kind to send the best number to reach you?

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cherie

- - -

Cherie N. Short

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

C:

Sent from my iPhone

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:49:42 AM

To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Chicago

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your

component SOC with questions or concerns.

Cherie - can you connect with Maurice Classen with the Chicago Mayor’s Office. They are looking for an update on O’Hare. I

know that the Secretary and DHS are working on this. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9BF9EDEB4B8444D7B252027F6EB58B71-MAURICE CLA 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:06 AM -06:00 
To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Chicago 

Cherie – Please call 

 

From: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:57 AM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Chicago

 

Maurice,

 

Thank you for reaching out. Would you be so kind to send the best number to reach you?

 

Thank you.

 

Sincerely,

Cherie

 

- - -

Cherie N. Short

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

C: 

Sent from my iPhone

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:49:42 AM

To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Chicago

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact

your component SOC with questions or concerns.

 

Cherie - can you connect with Maurice Classen with the Chicago Mayor’s Office. They are looking for an update on O’Hare. I know

that the Secretary and DHS are working on this. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000223



From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:27 AM -06:00 
To: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 
CC: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP
<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian
<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>;
kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Hi Anne,

 

As I told the Governor last night he can pick up the phone and call me at any time – that still stands. That stands true for the Mayor

as well. Again my cell phone is  available to chat now. Your email is not an accurate representation of the call with

the Governor -- I did express frustration to the Governor about not picking up the phone to work toward a solution in partnership. I

would note that you have generally not returned calls from Nic and I over the last year.  John Hill and the DHS team stand ready to

talk to you as well – his cell is . The Governor knows John from his service on the Council of Governors. William

Crozer on my team talked directly to the mayor last night after her tweet. Wiliam’s cell is .

 

This is an unprecedented challenge and we all need to work together – I look forward to doing that. We are all working to help our

federal citizens – federal, state, local, and tribal – all of society. I talked to Sec. Wolf late last night and again this morning – he is

going to give the Governor a call this morning (that may have already happened). It sounds like there were some issues at one of the

13 funneling airports -- Chicago -- that have been addressed and he will give the Governor that update to address your first two

questions.

 

On the third issue on testing, glad to jump on the phone to discuss your specific questions and specific Illinois-specific capacity. Nic

talked to your team yesterday and they didn’t bring testing concerns up.

 

Thanks,

Doug

 

 

 

From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:34 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was

going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me the

sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices
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about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

□ 

□ 
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3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure.
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:28 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

 

 

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:28 AM

To: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov

Subject: RE: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hi Anne,

 

As I told the Governor last night he can pick up the phone and call me at any time – that still stands. That stands true for the Mayor

as well. Again my cell phone is  -- available to chat now. Your email is not an accurate representation of the call with

the Governor -- I did express frustration to the Governor about not picking up the phone to work toward a solution in partnership. I

would note that you have generally not returned calls from Nic and I over the last year.  John Hill and the DHS team stand ready to

talk to you as well – his cell is . The Governor knows John from his service on the Council of Governors. William

Crozer on my team talked directly to the mayor last night after her tweet. Wiliam’s cell is 

 

This is an unprecedented challenge and we all need to work together – I look forward to doing that. We are all working to help our

federal citizens – federal, state, local, and tribal – all of society. I talked to Sec. Wolf late last night and again this morning – he is

going to give the Governor a call this morning (that may have already happened). It sounds like there were some issues at one of the

13 funneling airports -- Chicago -- that have been addressed and he will give the Governor that update to address your first two

questions.

 

On the third issue on testing, glad to jump on the phone to discuss your specific questions and specific Illinois-specific capacity. Nic

talked to your team yesterday and they didn’t bring testing concerns up.

 

Thanks,

Doug

 

 

 

From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:34 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov 

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was

going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me theIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000227



sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices

about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

□ 

□ 
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3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure.

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

□ 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:28 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

 

 

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:28 AM

To: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov

Subject: RE: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hi Anne,

 

As I told the Governor last night he can pick up the phone and call me at any time – that still stands. That stands true for the Mayor

as well. Again my cell phone is  -- available to chat now. Your email is not an accurate representation of the call with

the Governor -- I did express frustration to the Governor about not picking up the phone to work toward a solution in partnership. I

would note that you have generally not returned calls from Nic and I over the last year.  John Hill and the DHS team stand ready to

talk to you as well – his cell is . The Governor knows John from his service on the Council of Governors. William

Crozer on my team talked directly to the mayor last night after her tweet. Wiliam’s cell is .

 

This is an unprecedented challenge and we all need to work together – I look forward to doing that. We are all working to help our

federal citizens – federal, state, local, and tribal – all of society. I talked to Sec. Wolf late last night and again this morning – he is

going to give the Governor a call this morning (that may have already happened). It sounds like there were some issues at one of the

13 funneling airports -- Chicago -- that have been addressed and he will give the Governor that update to address your first two

questions.

 

On the third issue on testing, glad to jump on the phone to discuss your specific questions and specific Illinois-specific capacity. Nic

talked to your team yesterday and they didn’t bring testing concerns up.

 

Thanks,

Doug

 

 

 

From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:34 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov 

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it was

going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me theIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000230



sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices

about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell:

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

□ 

□ 
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3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure.

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

□ 
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From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:35 AM -06:00 
To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP
<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat
<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian
<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov
<pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov <kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov> 
Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker 

Pat from my office will be following up this morning.  He is looking forward to answers on the questions I outlined above.

On the testing issue - my boss has been calling White House officials, including the Vice President, about this for two weeks.

 To be quite honest, we’ve all given up getting a straight answer from you guys.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:27:37 AM

To: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov <pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov>; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov

<kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov>

Subject: RE: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hi Anne,

 

As I told the Governor last night he can pick up the phone and call me at any time – that still stands. That stands true for the Mayor

as well. Again my cell phone is  -- available to chat now. Your email is not an accurate representation of the call with

the Governor -- I did express frustration to the Governor about not picking up the phone to work toward a solution in partnership. I

would note that you have generally not returned calls from Nic and I over the last year.  John Hill and the DHS team stand ready to

talk to you as well – his cell is . The Governor knows John from his service on the Council of Governors. William

Crozer on my team talked directly to the mayor last night after her tweet. Wiliam’s cell is .

 

This is an unprecedented challenge and we all need to work together – I look forward to doing that. We are all working to help our

federal citizens – federal, state, local, and tribal – all of society. I talked to Sec. Wolf late last night and again this morning – he is

going to give the Governor a call this morning (that may have already happened). It sounds like there were some issues at one of the

13 funneling airports -- Chicago -- that have been addressed and he will give the Governor that update to address your first two

questions.

 

On the third issue on testing, glad to jump on the phone to discuss your specific questions and specific Illinois-specific capacity. Nic

talked to your team yesterday and they didn’t bring testing concerns up.

 

Thanks,

Doug

 

 

 

From: Caprara, Anne <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:34 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Collier, Pat

<Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>; Tate-Nadeau, Alicia <Alicia.Tate-Nadeau@illinois.gov>; Mitchell, Christian

<Christian.Mitchell@Illinois.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Collier, Pat <Pat.Collier@Illinois.gov>;

pat.souders@durbin.senate.gov; kaitlin.fahey@duckworth.senate.gov

Subject: Re: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker

 
Hey Doug,

 

Was glad to hear that your response to this situation last evening was to call the Governor of Illinois and scream at him over the

phone and then ask for a public apology for his tweets.  You guys really have your priorities straight.  He left that call with no sense

as to what you are actually doing to alleviate the situation at hand btw.

 

Let’s be clear about something – the Governor’s office, the mayor’s office and our US Senators found about this situation at O’Hare

ON TWITTER.  We are all in the middle of managing a state level response that is requiring massive staff power on a literal minute

by minute basis and we discovered that there were massive crowds piling up at O’Hare at customs because passengers were

tweeting about it.  No one from the White House or anywhere in the federal government called anyone here at any level to give us a

heads up that this was happening or to warn us it could happen.  Which tells me one of two things: either you had no idea it wasIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000233



going to happen because you didn’t prepare AT ALL for the consequences and logistics of the President’s travel ban OR you knew

and decided not to warn us.  Both are unacceptable.  We are also “just a phone call away” but apparently the phone didn’t work

when we needed to be warned this might happen.  It only worked when you saw something on twitter.  So the complaints about only

talking to the mayor and the governor after seeing tweets ring especially hallow to all of us here.  You do realize how many people

were likely exposed to the virus last evening because you guys were not prepared?

 

It takes days for the governor to get anyone on the phone who has real decision making authority.  Our repeated calls for more tests

kits have gone unanswered.  Your update phone calls are venues for the Vice President to tell everyone what a great job the

President is doing.

 

In the meantime all of us here on the ground are working around the clock to save people’s lives.  So please spare me the

sanctimonious preaching about ending partisanship and coming to the table – the time for that was weeks ago when we needed an

aggressive federal level response to head off this disaster.  Instead we got “everyone who wants a test can get a test” and “this is no

worse than the flu.”

 

I do not see where Nic reached out to me last night but if he did and I didn’t catch it it is because I was on the phone with our state

partners trying to figure out if there was anything we could do to relieve the situation at O’Hare.  We are facing impossible choices

about where to send state and local resources and this was a problem we didn’t need.

 

I’ve copied the Mayor’s chief of staff, my emergency management team and Pat Souders and Kaitlin Fahey from Senators Durbin

and Duckworth offices on this e-mail.  So you have us all and here is what we need to know NOW:

 

1. What is the federal government doing RIGHT THIS MINUTE to deal with potential O’Hare backlogs today?  We have many

more planes coming and last night CBP was short staffed.  Is the staffing situation being fixed or can we expect even larger

crowds today?  Should the city and state expect that we will have to deploy our own resources to try and alleviate the

problem? 

2. What are you doing RIGHT NOW to make sure that people coming off these planes are not waiting in large groups in the

customs area?

3. When will we receive new tests and test kits?  I don’t need a lot of words I need numbers and dates.

 

I would suggest you focus on those three things this morning when it comes to what the state of Illinois needs. 

 

 

From: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>

Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 11:04 PM

To: "Caprara, Anne" <Anne.Caprara@Illinois.gov>

Cc: "Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Short, Marc T. EOP/OVP"

<Marc.T.Short@ovp.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP" <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Subject: [External] Followup with Gov. Pritzker
 

Hi Anne – I just called Governor Pritzker and talked to him regarding below. We discussed that nobody on your team reached out to me

or Nic despite the Vice President underscoring that we are here to help work through shared challenges of this unprecedented public

health challenge. I want to reiterate my offer from the other day to talk to you and the Governor any time of night or day – you did not

respond. Nic on my team reached out to you tonight but you did not answer. The DHS IGA team reached out to your state-federal

director tonight but he did not answer. DHS said your homeland security advisor was not aware of the issue and never reached out to

them (we reached out to him not the other way around). Nic talked to your team throughout the day today to help work through several

other issues but they never called to discuss this issue. To reiterate what I said the other day, we all need to be working together to serve

our fellow citizens.  Look forward to connecting soon. As I mentioned to the Governor a few minutes ago, I’m always just a phone call

away.

 

We also talked to the Mayor tonight after she tweeted – she didn’t pick up the phone to try to work through this challenge either.

 

Our citizens deserve us working in partnership and putting partisanship aside to meet this unprecedented challenge together. I look

forward to doing that if you are willing to meet me at the table.

 

Glad to talk yet tonight.

 

-Doug

Cell: 

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)□ 
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3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The crowds & lines O’Hare are unacceptable & need to be addressed immediately.

 @realDonaldTrump @VP since this is the only communication medium you pay attention to—you need to do something NOW.

These crowds are waiting to get through customs which is under federal jurisdiction

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

To the frustrated people trying to get home, I have spoken with the mayor and our Senators and we are working together to get the

federal government to act to solve this.

We will do everything within our power to get relief.

 

Governor JB Pritzker (@GovPritzker)

3/14/20, 10:50 PM

The federal government needs to get its s@#ttogether.  NOW.

 
 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or
attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee.
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from
disclosure.

□ 

□ 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 10:40 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Tweet by Donald J. Trump on Twitter 

Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump)

3/15/20, 12:34 PM

We are doing very precise Medical Screenings at our airports. Pardon the interruptions and delays, we are moving as

quickly as possible, but it is very important that we be vigilant and careful. We must get it right. Safety first!

Download the Twitter app

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 11:00 AM -06:00 
To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Chicago 

Cherie – Please call 7

 

From: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:57 AM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Chicago

 

Maurice,

 

Thank you for reaching out. Would you be so kind to send the best number to reach you?

 

Thank you.

 

Sincerely,

Cherie

 

- - -

Cherie N. Short

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

C: 

Sent from my iPhone

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:49:42 AM

To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Chicago

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact

your component SOC with questions or concerns.

 

Cherie - can you connect with Maurice Classen with the Chicago Mayor’s Office. They are looking for an update on O’Hare. I know

that the Secretary and DHS are working on this. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 11:45 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: Re: Chicago 

Maurice,

I tried calling your number twice, it went straight to voicemail. Sorry to miss you.

At your convenience, my work cell is 

Sincerely,

Cherie

- - -

Cherie N. Short

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

C: 

Sent from my iPhone

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 1:00:43 PM

To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Subject: RE: Chicago

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your

component SOC with questions or concerns.

Cherie – Please call 

 

From: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:57 AM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Chicago

 

Maurice,

 

Thank you for reaching out. Would you be so kind to send the best number to reach you?

 

Thank you.

 

Sincerely,

Cherie

 

- - -

Cherie N. Short

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

C: 

Sent from my iPhone

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 9:49:42 AM

To: SHORT, CHERIE <cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Chicago

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DHS. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact

your component SOC with questions or concerns.

 

Cherie - can you connect with Maurice Classen with the Chicago Mayor’s Office. They are looking for an update on O’Hare. I know

that the Secretary and DHS are working on this. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000238



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 2:44 PM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

T H E WHITE lilOUSE 

State and Local EleL'ted Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Offidals for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local eleL'ted offidals. We 
encourage you to share this invitation ¼ith your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limited. Plem~e registe1 • only if you are able to join tile call . State and local 
leaders (especially sta.tJ) working in tile same office are encouraged to register once as a group and use one call
in line to maximize tire number of people wlw can join . 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :\'larch 18 
Time: 1:00 P::.VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ¼ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use t o 
register. ::-Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information tha t we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The \Vhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (v\l'H IGA) ¼ill continue to share pertinent informa ti on as it becomes availa ble. Please do not hesitate to 
reaclt out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a reminder, v\/H IGA is the primary liaiso n betwee n the v\/1:tit e Hou se and 
the country's State and local eleL'ted officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
VIThite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals. For counties and municipalities to be eligible for emergency funding assistance, the Governor must
first request a major disaster declaration in accordance with the Stafford Act. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
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economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that

information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
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addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.
·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:

·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
found here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to

minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Kelsey Nulph on behalf of Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 10:26 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

FYI. .. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:44:44 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

• • 
T HE WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Eleded Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior 1\dminis tration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local eled ed officials. \Ve 
encourage you to share this invitation ·with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limi ted. Please registe r only if you ar e able to j o in tile call. Stat e a nd focal 
leaders (especially sta.t1) working in tile same office are encouraged to register onc e as a g roup and use one call 
in line tu maximize tlte number of people wlw canjoin. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :.Vlarch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:.VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,vill receive dial-in details to the email address you us e t o 
register. :::-l"ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of th e recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The vVhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) v.ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder , \l','H IGA is the primary liaiso n betwee n the vVhite Hou se and 
the country's State and local eleded officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals. For counties and municipalities to be eligible for emergency funding assistance, the Governor must
first request a major disaster declaration in accordance with the Stafford Act. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
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Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
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·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
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·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
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found here.
·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness

(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000251



·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Kelsey Nulph on behalf of Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 10:26 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

FYI. .. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:44:44 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

• • 
T HE WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Eleded Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior 1\dminis tration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local eled ed officials. \Ve 
encourage you to share this invitation ·with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limi ted. Please registe r only if you ar e able to j o in tile call. Stat e a nd focal 
leaders (especially sta.t1) working in tile same office are encouraged to register onc e as a g roup and use one call 
in line tu maximize tlte number of people wlw canjoin. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :.Vlarch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:.VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,vill receive dial-in details to the email address you us e t o 
register. :::-l"ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of th e recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The vVhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) v.ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder , \l','H IGA is the primary liaiso n betwee n the vVhite Hou se and 
the country's State and local eleded officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals. For counties and municipalities to be eligible for emergency funding assistance, the Governor must
first request a major disaster declaration in accordance with the Stafford Act. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
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Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
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·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
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·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
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found here.
·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness

(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000258



·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 10:38 PM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

Alyssa - Can you handle? 

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 11 :26 PM 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

FYI. .. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:44:44 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

State and Local Elected Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Officials for a briefi ng call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instructions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local elected officials. v\Te 
encourage you to share this invitation vdth your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Impor t ant Note: Call- in lines ar e limited. Please reg ister only if you a re able to join tire ca ll. Stat e a nd lo cal 
leaders (especially sta.tJ) working in the same office are encourage d to reg is ter on ce as a gr oup an d us e one call
in line to max imiz e tire number of p eople wlw can join. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :.VIarch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:\:I ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Nute: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ¼ill receive dial-in details to the email address you us e to 
register. :::-rote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance progrmn , etc. The v\/hite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (v\TH IGA) will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes a·rnilable. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, v\TH IGA is the primary liaiso n between the v\/hit e Hou se and 
the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely , 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000260



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act ). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals. For counties and municipalities to be eligible for emergency funding assistance, the Governor must
first request a major disaster declaration in accordance with the Stafford Act. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
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On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
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Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
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·         EIDL Loan Details
·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private

nonprofit organizations.
·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.

·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
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importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
found here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000265



(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering

this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail,

and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending

the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 4:41 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

yes 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 12:38 AM 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>; Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

Alyssa - Can you handle? 

From: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nu lph@cityofchicago.or g> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 11 :26 PM 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

FYI. .. 

Get Out look for iOS 

From: FN-WHO-State Government <IGA.state@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:44:44 PM 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

T H E Wll!ITE l'IOUSE 

State and Local Elected Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Offidals for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local elected offidals. l/',le 
encourage you to share this invitation ¼ith your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limited. Plemm register only if you are able to join tile call. State and local 
leaders (especially sta.tJ) working in tile same ,dfice are encouraged to register once as a group and use one call
in line to maximize tile number of people wlw can join. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, .:..Vlarch 18 
Time: 1:00 P):I ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ¼ill receive dial-in details to the email address you us e t o 
register. :::-Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small B1rniness Administration's disaster assistance program , etc. The v\Thite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (v\7H IGA) ¼ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, v\TH IGA is th e primary liaiso n betw een the v\/hit e Hou se and 
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the country’s State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments.
 
Sincerely,
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
              
William F. Crozer
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act ). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protectiveIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000268



measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals. For counties and municipalities to be eligible for emergency funding assistance, the Governor must
first request a major disaster declaration in accordance with the Stafford Act. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
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·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
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Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the

requirements before a request is made.
·         EIDL Loan Details

·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.

·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that

information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
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facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
found here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000272



·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering

this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail,

and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending

the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 1 :41 PM -06:00 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Today, the Y.lhite House released: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread. 
Guidelines can be found below. 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread (graphic below) 

1. Listen to and follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

2. If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3. If your children are sick, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4. If someone in your household has tested positive for the co ronavims, keep the entire household at home. Do not go 
to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

fi. If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6. If you are a person ,vith a serious underlying health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a 
condition that impairs your lung or he art function or weakens your immune system), stay ho me and away from other 
people. 

7. Even if you are young, or othef¼ise healthy, you are at risk and your activities can increase the risk for others. It is 
critical that you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 
(j Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 

0 If you work in a critical infrastmch!fe industiy, as defined by the Department of Homeland Sernri ty, such as 
healthcare services and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a special responsibili ty to maintain your nonnal 
work schedule. You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

(j Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 

(j Avoid eating or drinldng in bars, restaurants, and food courts - use drive-thm, pid .. ··up, or delivery options. 

0 Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social visits. 

(j Do not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance. 

(j Practice good hygiene: 
o Wash your hands, especially after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
o Avoid touching your face. 
o Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
o Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the coronavims. Governors of states ,dth evidence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affected and surrounding areas. Governors should dose schools in communi t ies that are near areas of 
community transmission, even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should dose schools 
where coronavims has been identified in the population associated v,ith the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 

·•·" Older people are partin1larly at risk from the coronavims. All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social visits to 
nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities. 

·•·"·" In states ,vith evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues 
where groups of people congregate should be closed. 
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Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

 

IHE PRES I D E NT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUl ;OELINES FOR AM E RII CA 

115 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions ol your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF VO U 'FEELS IC>K, s~ home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IFVOUR CHIii.OREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your med'ical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF VO u ARE .A!N OlDER !PERSON' stay home and away l,om other people. 

IFV,OU AREA PERSON! Wl"fH ASERilOUS UNOERLYING HEALTH CONOJTION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition tjhat impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 1 :44 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:42 PM 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Today, the vVh:ite House released: The President's Coronavirns Guidelines for Am.erica - 15 Days to Slow the Spread. 
Guidelines can be found below. 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread (graphic below) 

1. Listen to and follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

2. If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3. If your children are sick, keep them at ho me. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4. If someone in your household has tested positive for the co ronav:ims, keep the entire household at home. Do not go 
to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

fi. If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6. If you are a person v.ith a serious underl)ing health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a 
condition that :impairs your lung or he art fondion or weakens your immune system), stay ho me and away from other 
people. 

7. Even if you are young, or othernise healthy, you are at risk and your acti\ities can :increase the risk for others. It is 
critical that you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 
CJ Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 

CJ If you work in a critical infrastmch1re indust1y, as defined by the Department of Homeland Securi ty, such as 
healthcare services and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a specfal responsibili ty to maintain your nonnal 
work schedule. You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

CJ Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 

CJ Avoid eating or drinking in bars, restaurants, and food courts - use drive-thm , pickup, or delivery options. 

CJ Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social \is:its. 

CJ Do not \is:it nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to prmide critical assistance. 

CJ Pradice good hygiene: 
o Wash your hands, espedally after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
o Avoid touching your face. 
o Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
o D:is:infed frequently used items and surfaces as much as po ss:ible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the coronav:ims. Governors of states v.ith e\idence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affeded and surrounding areas. Governors should close schools in communi t ies that are near areas of 
community transmission, even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should close schools 
where coronmims has been :identified in the population associated v.ith the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 
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** Older people are particularly at risk from the coronavirus.  All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social visits to
nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities.
 
*** In states with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues
where groups of people congregate should be closed.
 

 
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

 

THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUl :OELINES FOR AMER IICA 

115 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions ol your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF VO U 'FEELS ICtK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IFVO UR CH Ill.OREN A~E SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your med'ical prO\lider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE forthe coronaviru5, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF v,o u ARE A"N OLDER !PERSON' stay home and away from other people. 

IFV,OU AREA PERSON! Wl'JH ASERilOUS UNl!lERLYING HEALTH CO,Nl!l.lTION that can put you at increased 
risk (fore.xam,ple, a condition til1at impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immunesy5'em), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 1 :44 PM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:42 PM 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Today, the vVh:ite House released: The President's Coronavirns Guidelines for Am.erica - 15 Days to Slow the Spread. 
Guidelines can be found below. 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread (graphic below) 

1. Listen to and follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

2. If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3. If your children are sick, keep them at ho me. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4. If someone in your household has tested positive for the co ronav:ims, keep the entire household at home. Do not go 
to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

fi. If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6. If you are a person v.ith a serious underl)ing health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a 
condition that :impairs your lung or he art fondion or weakens your immune system), stay ho me and away from other 
people. 

7. Even if you are young, or othernise healthy, you are at risk and your acti\ities can :increase the risk for others. It is 
critical that you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 
CJ Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 

CJ If you work in a critical infrastmch1re indust1y, as defined by the Department of Homeland Securi ty, such as 
healthcare services and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a specfal responsibili ty to maintain your nonnal 
work schedule. You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

CJ Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 

CJ Avoid eating or drinking in bars, restaurants, and food courts - use drive-thm , pickup, or delivery options. 

CJ Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social \is:its. 

CJ Do not \is:it nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to prmide critical assistance. 

CJ Pradice good hygiene: 
o Wash your hands, espedally after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
o Avoid touching your face. 
o Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
o D:is:infed frequently used items and surfaces as much as po ss:ible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the coronav:ims. Governors of states v.ith e\idence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affeded and surrounding areas. Governors should close schools in communi t ies that are near areas of 
community transmission, even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should close schools 
where coronmims has been :identified in the population associated v.ith the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 
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** Older people are particularly at risk from the coronavirus.  All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social visits to
nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities.
 
*** In states with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues
where groups of people congregate should be closed.
 

 
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

 

THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUl :OELINES FOR AMER IICA 

115 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions ol your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF VO U 'FEELS ICtK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IFVO UR CH Ill.OREN A~E SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your med'ical prO\lider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE forthe coronaviru5, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF v,o u ARE A"N OLDER !PERSON' stay home and away from other people. 

IFV,OU AREA PERSON! Wl'JH ASERilOUS UNl!lERLYING HEALTH CO,Nl!l.lTION that can put you at increased 
risk (fore.xam,ple, a condition til1at impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immunesy5'em), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Monday, March 16 2020 1 :48 PM -06:00 
To: Sarah Adams 
Subject: FW: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:42 PM 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

'r ff t wl!i'.tt li!OUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

Today, the Y.lhite House released: The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for Ainerica - 15 Days to Slow the Spread. 
Guidelines can be found below. 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread (graphic below) 

1. Listen to and follow the dire(tions of your state and local authorities. 

2. If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3. If your children are sick, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4. If someone in your household has tested positive for the co ronavims, keep the entire household at home. Do not go 
to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

fi. If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6. If you are a person v.ith a serious underlying health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a 
condition that impairs your lung or he art function or weakens your immune system), stay home and away from other 
people. 

7. Even if you are young, or other.vise healthy, you are at risk and your acti\ities can increase the risk for others. It is 
critical that you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 
(;j Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 

(;j If you work in a critical infrastmchlfe industiy, as defined by the Department of Homeland Sen,ri ty, such as 
healthcare senices and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a special responsibility to maintain your normal 
work schedule. You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

(;j Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 

(;j Avoid eating or drin1.-ing in bars, restaurants , and food courts - use drive-thm, picl·up, or delivery options. 

(;j Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social visits. 

(;j Do not dsit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance. 

(;j Practice good hygiene: 
o Wash your hands, especially after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
o Avoid touching your face. 
o Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
o Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the corona\ims. Governors of states v.ith evidence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affected and surrounding areas. Governors should dose schools in communi ties that are near areas of 
community transmission, even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should dose schools 
where coronm-ims has been identified in the population associated v.ith the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 

·•·" Older people are partintlarly at risk from the corona\ims. All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social \isits to IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000283



nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities.
 
*** In states with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues
where groups of people congregate should be closed.
 

 
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 

 

 

THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUI IOELINES FOR AMER IICA 

115 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the di iections ol your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF YOU 1FEEL SIC,K, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home .. Oo not send them to schoo l. Contact your medical provider . 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE forthe coronaviru!., . keep the entire household 

at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF y,o U ARE A"N 0 1.DER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IFY,OU AREA PER.SONI Wl'JH ASERilOUS UNl!lERLYING HEALTH CO,Nl!l.lTlON that can put you at increased 

risk (fore.xample, a oond'ilion tihat impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:02 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>;
Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady
<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: WH guidelines 
Attachment(s): "President's Coronavirus Guidelines For America 15 Days to Slow the Spread.msg" 

official documents attached

doesn’t look like they’ve updated the CDC website yet, despite a link for where it says to find the latest

 

From: Alyssa Fisher 

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:41 PM

To: Maurice Classen (Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org) <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan

(Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org) <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>;

Manuel Perez (Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org) <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Allison Arwady

(Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org) <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: WH guidelines

 

President Donald Trump released guidelines today instructing Americans to avoid social gatherings of more than 10 people

for the next 15 days to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.

The White House's new guidelines also advise Americans to avoid eating and drinking at bars, restaurants and food courts;

going on shopping trips and making social visits; and visiting nursing homes and retirement or long-term care facilities.

 

Bootleg pictures of the guidelines are below

To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Pool report #9 — briefing starts / handouts

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: White House Press Office <info@mail.whitehouse.gov>

Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 3:35 PM

Subject: Pool report #9 — briefing starts / handouts

To: 

 

From: Crowley, Michael <michael.crowley@nytimes.com>

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:22 PM

Subject: Pool report #9 — briefing starts / handouts

 

The WH coronavirus briefing is underway, and streaming here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/ 

 

POTUS in attendance. 

 

WH officials handed out the attached documents under embargo until the start of the briefing.

 

Note: Steve Portnoy also asked reporters to observe the new seating arrangement, that is not a WH-press

office driven effort.
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Michael Crowley

White House correspondent

The New York Times

desk: 202-862-0406

cell/signal/whatsapp: 

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW · Washington, DC 20500 · USA · 202-456-1111
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 1 :55 PM -06:00 
Subject: President's Coronavirus Guidelines For America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Elected Officials -

Today, President Donald. ,J. Tmmp announced new guidelines to address COVID-19. Below, please find additional infonnation on 
The President's Coronavirus Guidelinesfor America: :1.,5 Days to Slow the Spread. Please feel free to share broadly. 

As a reminder, the CDC's official Coronavirus website - www.coronavirus.gov - is the best source for up-to-date infonnation and 
guidance. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernlllental Affairs 

V\Tilliam F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
YIThite House Office o~ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4!56-8491 I C:~I E: William.F.Crozer(i1lwho.eop.gov 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 
15 Days to Slow the Spread 

1) Listen to and follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

2) If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3) If your children are sick, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4) If someone in your household has tested positive for the coronavirus, keep the entire household at home. Do not go to work. Do 
not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

!')) If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6) If you are a person ,vith a serious underlying health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a condition that 
impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), stay home and a·way from other people. 

7) Even if you are young, or othervdse healthy, you are at risk and your activities can increase the risk for others. It is critical tha t 
you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 

a. Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 
b. If you work in a critical infrastm1.-ture industry, as defined by the Department of Homeland Security, such as healthcare 

se1vices and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a special responsi bility to maintain your normal work schedule. 
You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

c. Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 
d. Avoid eating or drinking in bars, restaurants, and food courts - use drive-thru, pickup , or delive1:y options. 
e. Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social visits. 
f. Do not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to prmide crit ical assistance. 

8) Practice good hygiene: 
a. Wash your hands, especially after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
b. Avoid touching your face. 
c. Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
d. Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the coronavirus. Governors of states ,vith e,idence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affected and surrounding areas. Governors should dose schools in communi ties that are near areas of 
community transmission , even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should dose schools 
where coronmims has been identified in the population associated vdth the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 

·•·" Older people are partimlarly at risk from the coronavims. All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social visits to 
nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities. 
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*** In states with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues
where groups of people congregate should be closed.
 

 

 

 

THE PRES IDEN T' S CO R ONAV IR US GU I DEL IN ES FOR AMER ICA 

15 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 

IFYOU FtEL SICK, stay home. Do not go toworl<. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do notgotoworl<. Do not go to school Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IFYOUAREAPERSONWITHA SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:04 PM -06:00 
Subject: President's Coronavirus Guidelines For America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Elected Officials -

Today, President Donald. ,J. Tmmp announced new guidelines to address COVID-19. Below, please find additional infonnation on 
The President's Coronavirus Guidelinesfor America: :1.,5 Days to Slow the Spread. Please feel free to share broadly. 

As a reminder, the CDC's official Coronavirus website - www.coronavirus.gov - is the best source for up-to-date infonnation and 
guidance. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernlllental Affairs 

V\Tilliam F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
YIThite House Office o ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4!56-8491 I C: I E: William.F.Crozer(i1lwho.eop.gov 

The President's Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 
15 Days to Slow the Spread 

1) Listen to and follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

2) If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

3) If your children are sick, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

4) If someone in your household has tested positive for the coronavirus, keep the entire household at home. Do not go to work. Do 
not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

!')) If you are an older person, stay home and away from other people. 

6) If you are a person ,vith a serious underlying health condition that can put you at increased risk (for example, a condition that 
impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), stay home and a·way from other people. 

7) Even if you are young, or othervdse healthy, you are at risk and your activities can increase the risk for others. It is critical tha t 
you do your part to stop the spread of the coronavims: 

a. Work or engage in schooling from home whenever possible. 
b. If you work in a critical infrastm1.-ture industry, as defined by the Department of Homeland Security, such as healthcare 

se1vices and pharmaceutical and food supply, you have a special responsi bility to maintain your normal work schedule. 
You and your employers should follow CDC guidance to protect your health at work. 

c. Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people. 
d. Avoid eating or drinking in bars, restaurants, and food courts - use drive-thru, pickup , or delive1:y options. 
e. Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social visits. 
f. Do not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to prmide crit ical assistance. 

8) Practice good hygiene: 
a. Wash your hands, especially after touching any frequently used item or surface. 
b. Avoid touching your face. 
c. Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow. 
d. Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible. 

·• School operations can accelerate the spread of the coronavirus. Governors of states ,vith e,idence of co mm unity transmission 
should close schools in affected and surrounding areas. Governors should dose schools in communi ties that are near areas of 
community transmission , even if those areas are in neighboring states. In addition, state and local officials should dose schools 
where coronmims has been identified in the population associated vdth the school. States and localities that close schools need to 
address childcare needs of critical responders, as well as the nutritional needs of children. 

·•·" Older people are partimlarly at risk from the coronavims. All states should follow Federal guidance and halt social visits to 
nursing homes and retirement and long-term care facilities. 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000293



 
*** In states with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues
where groups of people congregate should be closed.
 

THE PRES IDEN T' S CO R ONAV IR US GU I DEL IN ES FOR AMER ICA 

15 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 

IFYOU FtEL SICK, stay home. Do not go toworl<. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do notgotoworl<. Do not go to school Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IFYOUAREAPERSONWITHA SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 7 :28 AM -06 :00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

.. • 
T H E WllllTE. lllOUSE 

State and Local Eled:ed Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavinrn). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local eled:ed officials. V,,Te 
encourage you to share this invitation ·with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limited. Please registe r only if you are abl e to joi n tire ca ll . Sta te and loc a l 
leaders (especially sta.tJ) working in til e same offi ce are encouraged to 1•egister onc e as a gr oup an d use on e call
in line to maximize tire number of people wlw can join . 

Recent Actions 
FDA - Corona\;ms ( COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides :\.fore Regulatory Relief During Out break, Continues to Help Eiq:Jedite 
Availability of Diagnostics (Click Here ) 
C:VIS Approves First State Request for 113:i :\.'ledicaid Waiver in Florida ( Click Here ) 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :\.'larch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you v.;n receive dial-in details to the email address you us e t o 
register. ~ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an oven;ew of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The \Vhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) v.;ll continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, \VH IGA is the primary liaiso n betwee n the v\/1:tite Hou se and 
the country's State and local eled:ed officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

~icholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Dired:or 
v\/1:tite House Office o~ental Affairs 
0: 202-4!)6-2132 IC:-- E: ~icholas.D.Pottebaum(i'.Dwho.eop.gov 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here.
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
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On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
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·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·         CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories
are now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid
and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include
the ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·         The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 

·         The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA
loans that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have
experienced substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

·         EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
·         There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a

request made by the Governor.
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·         To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the
requirements before a request is made.

·         EIDL Loan Details
·         Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private

nonprofit organizations.
·         EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.

·         State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·         The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
·         A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students.
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to

COVID-19@ed.gov. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency
and personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000299



shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.
·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the

importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
found here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to
minimize potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation
in one of USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals
must be served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·         While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain
on public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there
is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are
continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.

·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·         Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript) IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000300



·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 7 :39 AM -06 :00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 8:28 AM 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zachariah .D. Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

'l' H E WllillTE llilOUSE 

State and Local Elected Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior ,\dministration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local elected officials. \Ve 
encourage you to share this invitation v.ith your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limited. Please register only if you are able to join tire call. State and local 
leaders (especially sta.D) working in tire same office are encouraged to 1•egister once as a group and use one call
in line to maximize tire number of people wlw can join. 

Recent Actions 
• FDA· Coronavims (COVID-19) Update: FDA Prmides :\:lore Regulatory Relief During Outbreak, Continues to Help Elq>edit e 

Availability of Diagnostics (Click Here ) 
• c:.VIS Approves First State Request for 1135 :.VIedicaid Waiver in Florida ( Click Here ) 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :\:larch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you v.ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use t o 
register. ~ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The v\/hite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) v.ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, \VH IGA is the primary liaison between the v\/hite House and 
the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

~icholas D. Pottebaum 
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000302



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C:  E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus
Disease 2019 website (here)
HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here.
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act ). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
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individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
U.S. Department of Education (here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000304



U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.
Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.
CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.
The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.
The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.
Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.
CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.
The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond
to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For
more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  
Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 
The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA loans
that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have experienced
substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  
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EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a
request made by the Governor.
To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the
requirements before a request is made.

EIDL Loan Details
Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.
EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.

State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve
Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses
potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of
students; and
Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education
students.

The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-
19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.
DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the
crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus,
for airlines to use to inform their passengers.
External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.
On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.
The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency and
personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.
DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.
On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces,
reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
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The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.
HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.
HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.
HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.
HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 

Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address
needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including
health care.
Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want
to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize
potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.
USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.
For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.

 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on
public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is
a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing
to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.
DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.
FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for
families, businesses, and schools.
Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000307



·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 7 :49 AM -06 :00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

On it 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 9:40 AM 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicho las.D.Potteba um@who.eop.gov > 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 8:28 AM 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Potteba um@who .eop.gov > 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoe lscher@who .eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zacha ria h.D .Swint2@w ho. eop .gov> 
Subject: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

"J"tlE Wl'IITE l'IOUH 

State and Local Eleeted Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavirus). Registration instructions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local eleeted officials. l/',le 
encourage you to share this invitation v.ith your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Cull-in lines are limited. Plemm register only if you are able to join tire cull . State and local 
leaders (especially stu.tJ) working in tile same office are encouraged to register once usu group and use one cull
in line to maximize tire number of people wlw can join. 

Recent Actions 
• FDA - Coronavims (COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides :\fore Regulatory Relief During Outbreak, Continues to Help El!.l)edit e 

Availability of Diagnostics (Click Here ) 
• C:\.'IS Approves First State Request for 1135 :VIedicaid Waiver in Florida ( Click Here) 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :.\!larch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ;vill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to 
register. )l"ote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assis tance program, etc. The vVhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) "ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, v\TH IGA is the primary liaiso n between the vVhite House and 
the country's State and local eleeted officials and Tribal Governments. 
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Sincerely,
 
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C:  E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus
Disease 2019 website (here)
HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here.
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act ). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000310



COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
U.S. Department of Education (here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.
Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.
CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.
The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.
The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.
Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.
CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.
The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond
to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For
more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  
Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
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The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 
The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA loans
that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have experienced
substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a
request made by the Governor.
To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the
requirements before a request is made.

EIDL Loan Details
Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.
EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.

State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve
Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses
potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of
students; and
Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education
students.

The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-
19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.
DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the
crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus,
for airlines to use to inform their passengers.
External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.
On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.
The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency and
personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.
DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
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amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.
On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces,
reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.
HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.
HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.
HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.
HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 

Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address
needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including
health care.
Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want
to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize
potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.
USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.
For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.

 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on
public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is
a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing
to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.
DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.
FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for
families, businesses, and schools.
Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
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·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 2:58 PM -06:00 
To: Sean Poole <sean.poole@dot.gov> 
CC: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Connecting 

Sean - can you give Maurice a call? He is Mayor Lightfoot’s chief of staff. +1 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 6 :33 PM -06 :00 
Subject: INVITATION (REMINDER): State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

T H E WHITE lilOUSE 

State and Local Eleded Officials -

As a reminder, on Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Administra t ion Officials for a briefing call on 
COVID-19 (coronavims). Registration instmctions are below. If you have already registered, please disregard this email. 
Please note that this call is intended for state and local elected officials. We encourage you to share this invitation ¼-ith your county 
and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call -in lines are limit e d. Please register only if you are abl e to jo in tire ca ll. Sta te and loc a l 
leaders (especially sta.tJ) wcwking in tile same office are encouraged to register onc e as a group and use one ca ll
in line to maximize tire number of people wlw can join. If y ou lmve alr eady reg ister ed, plemm dis re gard tllis 
email. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :\'larch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:.VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. If you have already RSVP'd, plea se do n ot r egist er. Upon su ccessful regis tration , you 
v.ill receive dial-in details to the email address you use to register. ::--J"ote tha t multiple people cannot dial-in using the same 
registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of th e recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program, etc. The vVhite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (YIIH IGA) v.ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes a"rnilable. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaiso n betwee n the Wnit e Hou se and 
the country's State and local eleded officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our stakeholders informed. We appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response.
 

Up-To-Date Information
·       The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here)
·       Community Guidance

·       The President’s Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread ( here)
·       HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·       Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here)
·       What is Social Distancing ( video)

·       The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·       You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.
 

What You Need To Know
·       What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·       Situation Summary ( here)
·       Travel Information (here)
·       Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·       Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·       Healthcare Professionals (here)
·       Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·       Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·       Laboratories (here)
·       Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible, avoid
gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars, restaurants, and public
food courts," President Trump stated. “With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and turn it quickly -- a lot of
progress has been made."
 
Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services Announces
Tuesday, March 17, the Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage that will enable beneficiaries to
receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel to a healthcare facility. Beginning on March 6,
2020, Medicare administered by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)—will temporarily pay clinicians to provide
telehealth services for beneficiaries residing across the entire country. Consistent with President Trump’s emergency declaration,
CMS is expanding Medicare’s telehealth benefits under the 1135 waiver authority and the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response
Supplemental Appropriations Act. This guidance and other recent actions by CMS provide regulatory flexibility to ensure that all
Americans—particularly high-risk individuals—are aware of easy-to-use, accessible benefits that can help keep them healthy while
helping to contain the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). More here.
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides More Regulatory Relief During Outbreak, Continues to Help
Expedite Availability of Diagnostics
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As part of our ongoing and aggressive commitment to address the coronavirus outbreak, the FDA updated a policy originally issued
on Feb. 29 on diagnostic testing for coronavirus (COVID-19) in order to achieve more rapid testing capacity in the U.S. The guidance
provides more specific details for the laboratory and commercial manufacturer communities, including:

·       First, FDA is putting in place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests developed and used by laboratories in their
states, similar to the action the FDA granted to the New York State Department of Health last week. States can set up a
system in which they take responsibility for authorizing such tests and the laboratories will not engage with the FDA.

·       Second, FDA is expanding who the policy outlined in the Feb. 29 guidance applies to. The policy was originally applicable only
to laboratories that are certified to perform high-complexity testing consistent with requirements under the Clinical
Laboratory Improvement Amendments. Under the update published today, the agency does not intend to object to
commercial manufacturers distributing and labs using new commercially developed tests prior to the FDA granting an EUA,
under certain circumstances. 

·       Finally, FDA’s updated policy provides recommendations for test developers who may wish to develop serological tests for use
during this coronavirus outbreak. Serological tests measure the amount of antibodies or proteins present in the blood when
the body is responding to a specific infection.

 
DHS Issues Notice of Arrival Restrictions on China, Iran and Certain Countries of Europe
In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens who are from
or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice of Arrival
Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families who are returning home to the
U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced entry screening and self-quarantine for 14
days once they reach their final destination. More here.
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA Updates Criteria on States for Requesting Disaster Loan Assistance for Small Businesses Impacted by
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Tuesday, March 17 As part of the Trump Administration’s aggressive, whole-of-government efforts to combat the Coronavirus
outbreak (COVID-19) and minimize economic disruption to the nation’s 30 million small businesses, U.S. Small Business
Administration Administrator Jovita Carranza issued revised criteria for states or territories seeking an economic injury declaration
related to Coronavirus (COVID-19). The relaxed criteria will have two immediate impacts:

·       Faster, Easier Qualification Process for States Seeking SBA Disaster Assistance. Historically, the SBA has
required that any state or territory impacted by disaster provide documentation certifying that at least five small businesses
have suffered substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster, with at least one business located in each declared
county/parish. Under the just-released, revised criteria, states or territories are only required to certify that at
least five small businesses within the state/territory have suffered substantial economic injury, regardless
of where those businesses are located.

·       Expanded, Statewide Access to SBA Disaster Assistance Loans for Small Businesses. SBA disaster assistance
loans are typically only available to small businesses within counties identified as disaster areas by a Governor. Under the
revised criteria issued today, disaster assistance loans will be available statewide following an economic
injury declaration. This will apply to current and future disaster assistance declarations related to
Coronavirus.

·       For further information click here.
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CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·       U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·       Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·       U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Education (here)
·       U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·       U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
·       U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·       U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·       U.S. Department of State ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·       U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·       U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·       Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
·       U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·       U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·       U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·       U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·       U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

·       The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov. IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000320



·       Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·       CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

·       The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·       The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As
America’s Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport
screenings, deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

·       Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

·       CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.

·       The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to
respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·       Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are
now encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and
CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the
ability to permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior
authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·       Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·       Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control
and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

·       Expanded Telehealth Coverage  (3/17): The Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage
that will enable beneficiaries to receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel
to a healthcare facility. More here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

·       The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest federal disaster loans for
working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a
request received from a state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic Injury
Disaster Loan declaration.

·       Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available statewide to small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19).

·       SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to submit the request for Economic
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.

·       Once a declaration is made, the information on the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be
made available to affected small businesses within the state.

·       These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the
disaster’s impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.

·       SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.

·       SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated
response, and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible.

·       For additional information, please visit the SBA disaster assistance website at SBA.gov/Disaster.
 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

·       The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

·       The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that
serve Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights that
addresses potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

·       The Department has provided additional information for families and communities including:
·       Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;” (more here)
·       Information regarding services to children with disabilities; (more here)
·       A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of
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students; and a short webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility.
·       Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students (more here).
·       The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-

19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

·       The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

·       The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·       DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines
are funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect
the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the
virus, for airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·       External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

·       On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

·       The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·       The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency and
personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.

·       DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·       On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering
facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn
more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

·       The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·       HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·       HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate
with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be
found here.

·       HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·       HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·       Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help

address needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.

·       Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that
want to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

·       USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize
potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group
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setting meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.
·       USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition

programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA
is receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.

·       For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

·       Actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on public health officials by screening incoming travelers,
expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety
of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the
spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on
their mission.

·       DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.

·       In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens who are
from or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice
of Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families who are
returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced entry
screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

·       FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
·       The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the

Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
·       Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
·       Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·       Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for

families, businesses, and schools.
·       Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
·       Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·       Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·       Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·       March 17: Video
·       March 16: Video
·       March 15: Video
·       March 14: Video
·       March 10: Video
·       March 9: Video
·       March 6: Video
·       March 4: Video
·       March 2: Video
·       February 29: Video

·       Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·       Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·       Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·       Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·       President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)
·       President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·       Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·       Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·       President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·       Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·       Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness ( readout)
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 12:20 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1:00 PM ET) 

This call was 1.5 hours! With no time for Q&A. 700 participants. I highlighted some things that seemed noteworthy
 
 
Bill Crozier: President has taken unprecedented actions
-TPs about “locally executed, state managed, and federally supported”
-TPs about various actions (signed into law $8.3B; restricted travel, declared national emergency)
 
VP: formed seamless collaboration with governors. Mayors and city officials “you are on the front lines of addressing the needs and
the response in all 50 states and our territories. I want you to know we are inspired and impressed by the dedication…”
-more TPs about signing the $8.3B bill, and taking credit for package #2 which is expected to pass Senate today.
-President now tasking FEMA nationwide, in all 50 states.
-risk is still low, except seniors and we need to make sure we’re not spreading. You are all encouraged to share the 15 days
guidance offered
 
Amb. Birx:
-main target is limited to 10 counties. But virus was circulating more broadly before it got this bad.
-resolution will come community by community, state by state. That is why the 15 days measures are in place. Applaud mayors and
governors who
-testing: prioritized high-impact areas; appreciate your patience. Now Thermo Fisher tests approved. “we’re only a strong as you’re
actually testing the clients that need the tests”
-you’ll see increase in numbers as we work through backlog
 
Seema Verma, CMS:
-recommendation for drs/hospitals to postpone elective procedures to preserve personal protective equipment. Decision ultimately
up to local leaders.
 
OMB:
-update on legislative packages, claiming credit
-overview of supplemental request
 
Krebs, CISA (cybersecurity)
-must maintain critical infrastructure.  They will provide recommendations and guidance to service, maintain these operations over
several weeks
 
Other HHS
-local decisions are the main drivers.
-we don’t want you to worry about money. You will be reimbursed. We will continue to provide guidance as it’s available…
 
SBA
-will take 2-3 weeks to process; trying to move as fast as possible.
 
Dept of ED
-did run down of various Q&A documents
-no interest on student loans
-office of student rights has info for students w disabilities and all students for web learning
-finalizing continuity of learning guidance for K-12
 
SSA
-working with states on unemployment insurance
-published guidance on March 12 to note where state laws might be flexible.
-State UI systems experiencing huge volume
 
DOL wages and hour division
-getting lots of q’s about paid leave under consideration in congress. We will have guidance once enacted
-we can consult w you about cities/overtime. Fact sheet on website
 
Close
-pat on back for our outreach
-bipartisan effort
 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 9:40 AM
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: FW: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1:00 PM ET)
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov > 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 8:28 AM 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pott ebaum@who.eop.gov > 
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L.EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who .eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
<Zachar ia h.D .Swint2@who. eop .q ov> 
Subject: INVITE: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 18, 1 :00 PM ET) 

T H E WHITE i1-1OUS£ 

State and Local Eled:ed Officials -

On Wednesday, March 18, at 1:00 PM ET, please join Senior Adminis tration Offieials for a briefing call on COVID-19 
(coronavirus). Registration instructions are below. Please note that this call is intended for state and local elected offieials. V,,Te 
encourage you to share this invitation ·with your county and/or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. 

Important Note: Call-in lines are limited . Ple ase registe r only if you are able to join tl rn ca ll . Sta te and loc a l 
leaders (especially stajJ) working in tile same office m•e encom•aged to 1•egister onc e as a group and use one ca ll
in line to maximize tile number of people wlw can join . 

Rerent Actions 
• FDA- Coronavims (COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides :Vlore Regulatory Relief During Outbreak, Continues to Help E:xl)edit e 

Availability of Diagnostics (Click Here ) 
• C:.VIS Approves First State Request for 1135 :.VIedicaid Waiver in Florida ( Click Here ) 

Hiiefing; C;1I1 Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :VIarch 18 
Time: 1:00 P:VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration, you ,vill receive dial-in details to the email address you us e t o 
register. )Jote that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same registration information. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes an overview of the recent Presidential Emergency 
Declaration, information on the Small Business Administration's disaster assistance program , etc. The \,\/bite House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (v\l'H IGA) '\,\ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, v\TH IGA is the primary liaiso n between the l;\Thite Hou se and 
the country's State and local eled:ed officials and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

)Jicholas D. Pottebaum 
Speeial Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
\,\/bite House Office (--f Inter overnmental Affairs 
0: 202-456-2132 I C I E: )Jicholas.D.Pottebaum(i'Dwho.eop.gov 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 
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Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 
 

Up-To-Date Information
The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus
Disease 2019 website (here)
HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here).
The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information.

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here.
 
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act ). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread

• 

• 
• 
• 
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On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally)
immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 
 
HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response
CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.
 
SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)
On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are vital
economic engines in every community and state, and they have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our Agency
will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have been
severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating their
own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the country.
The SBA will continue to provide every small business with the most effective and customer-focused response possible during these
times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business. These loans
can provide vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. More
information can be found here.
 
CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language which prescribed
the exact formula for disbursing the money: states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This marks the first tranche
of funding to states from the $8.3 billion supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today from CDC outlining
what is needed to receive the funding, essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive guidance on what that spend
plan should contain. More here.
 
CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States, Localities, and Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community
spread in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce illness and
death, while minimizing social and economic impacts. Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii)
Potential mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.
 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce, and
Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle, NY
The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington  and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities are
designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for Seattle,
Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New Rochelle,
New York, which can be viewed here.
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can
be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
U.S. Department of Education (here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)

• 
• 
• 
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U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Federal Agency Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food
and Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date
information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.
Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.
CDC released their “Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission.”  This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.
The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.
The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.
Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.
CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare settings
that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare settings.
The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond
to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For
more information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  
Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to
care for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

The Small Business Administration will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted, low-interest loans to small
businesses and non-profits that have been severely impacted by the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide vital
economic support to small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. 
The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the disaster definition for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA loans
that are available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most non-profits that have experienced
substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.  

EIDLs are available in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
There has to be an SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans to be made available, which originates from a
request made by the Governor.
To assist in the efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency Response Teams to help them comply with the
requirements before a request is made.
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EIDL Loan Details
Entities that can apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.
EIDL Loans are up to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.

State and local officials who have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have been affected should share that
information with their Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More information on SBA’s disaster loans,
including eligibility and how to apply for loans, can be found here: www.SBA.gov/disaster

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)

The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.

The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related
scenarios that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have
temporarily stopped offering ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve
Americans who receive Federal financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses
potential discrimination associated with coronavirus.

The Department is working on additional information for families and communities including:
Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
Information regarding services to children with disabilities;
A fact sheet from our Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of
students; and
Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education
students.

The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-
19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with
transportation stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These
travel requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of
overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.
DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the
crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus,
for airlines to use to inform their passengers.
External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.
On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial
vehicle drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related
to emergency needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until
11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.
The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as the chief human resources agency and
personnel policy manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and
human resources policies.
DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.
On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or
suspected coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces,
reusable elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction
of Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless
shelters (CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.
HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
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Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.
HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.
HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness
(USICH) on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department
is reaching out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) for future coordination.
HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 

Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address
needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including
health care.
Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want
to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize
potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.
USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska, Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and USDA has granted those requests.
For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.

 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

While the overall risk to the American public remains low, actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on
public health officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is
a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing
to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.
DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with
the Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any
COVID-19 cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health
Officials to develop reporting and response courses of action.
FEMA has rostered 56 four-person Incident Management Assistance Teams.
The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with our Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

 

Local Preparedness Tips
Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported.
Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information such as HHS/CDC guidance for
families, businesses, and schools.
Reviewing Federal guidance such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework.
Coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions.

 
·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

·         March 10: Video
·         March 9: Video
·         March 6: Video
·         March 4: Video
·         March 2: Video
·         February 29: Video

·         Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health Insurers (March 10)
(transcript/video)

·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9)
(readout)

·         Remarks by Vice President Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives and Port Directors (March 7)
(transcript)

·         Remarks by President Trump After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (March 5) ( transcript)
·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)

(transcript/video)

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000330



·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4) ( transcript/video)
·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) ( transcript)
·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)
·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) ( transcript)
·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)  (transcript/video)
·         Readout from the Vice President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness

(readout)
 
 
 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally
privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering
this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail,
and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending
the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 5:49 PM -06:00 
To: William Crozer (william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov) <william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: letter from Mayor Lightfoot to VP Pence 
Attachment(s): "Lightfoot VP Pence Letter 3.18.pdf" 

Hello William,

 

Please find the attached letter from Mayor Lightfoot to Vice President Pence.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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March 18, 2020 

 

 

Mike Pence 

Vice President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

 

Dear Vice President Pence, 

 

As your Coronavirus Task Force convenes meetings with stakeholders, I urge you to bring 

together a bipartisan working group of Mayors to consult on COVID-19 response. In his address 

to the nation on March 11, the President stated: “Every community faces different risks and it is 

critical for you to follow the guidelines of your local officials who are working closely with our 

federal health experts — and they are the best.” This is true: local governments like Chicago are 

at the front lines of this fight against COVID-19, mobilizing our staff and resources, and guiding 

our communities. 

 

Yet while each community’s situation is unique and this situation is rapidly evolving, we share a 

need for a collaborative response. There must be a recognition at the federal level that local 

governments, not just state governments, are left to implement and shoulder the burden of all 

federal directives. A collaborative process in which local interests are at the table before any 

federal directives are finalized will undoubtedly lead to a better end product and minimize 

confusion and unnecessary disruption. I am confident that bringing a bipartisan and diverse 

group of mayors and county officials to the table will only enhance federal efforts to tackle this 

unprecedented crisis.  

 

For example, Chicago is a large city equipped with a strong public health team and City 

infrastructure that we have mobilized, and we are navigating through these challenges. However, 

we have often received conflicting information or guidance from our federal partners or in some 

instances, no information at all. This problem was the precipitating factor that led to the 

unacceptably long and unsafe processing lines at O’Hare International Airport and other major 

airports across the country. We solved that problem the very next day when I and my airport 

leaders demanded better collaboration and communication with the federal authorities 

responsible for the screening at airports. This is the level of communication and collaboration 

that must be the norm going forward. 

 

CITY OF CHICAGO • OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

--------- * '----------
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Further, most towns and cities do not have the infrastructure that Chicago does. Through a local 

mayor’s caucus, weeks ago, my team and I have organized regular calls with mayors in the 

Chicago area to share our lessons learned and to hear their concerns and questions. They, too, are 

facing their own unique challenges and seeking out the best guidelines and access to resources.  

 

That is why I urge you to convene a Coronavirus Task Force working group of mayors to reflect 

the experiences and needs of local leaders. This bipartisan group should consist of mayors: 

• Who represent towns and cities of all sizes, small, medium, and large 

• Whose towns and cities represent a geographic diversity from across the United States 

• Whose towns have different emergency response capacities 

 

You have listened to governors, and often praise “state and local leaders.” Now hear the needs of 

mayors, the officials dealing with the response and the needs of the citizens most directly. I 

would be eager to participate. It is our job—as leaders at all levels of government—to pull 

together and ensure that we are protecting the people we serve. 

 

Sincerely,  
 

Lori E. Lightfoot 

Mayor, City of Chicago 

 

cc:  U.S. Conference of Mayors 

CITY OF CHICAGO• OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

-------------' * '----------
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 6:48 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: letter from Mayor Lightfoot to VP Pence 

Thank you.

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 7:49 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] letter from Mayor Lightfoot to VP Pence

 

Hello William,

 

Please find the attached letter from Mayor Lightfoot to Vice President Pence.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 5:07 AM -06:00 
To: Poole, Sean (OST) <sean.poole@dot.gov>; William Crozer (william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov)
<william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Shaffer, Kirk <kirk.shaffer@faa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Chicago Midway International: ATC Update 

Gentlemen,

Do we have any progress to report this morning? We're now almost 12 hours since we last spoke without an update from DC

about the functional shutdown of a lifeline for Chicago. I think we're now at a place where we need to address this publicly.

Please let me know what you can do.

MC 

From: Poole, Sean (OST) <sean.poole@dot.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:57 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Shaffer, Kirk <kirk.shaffer@faa.gov>

Subject: Chicago Midway International: ATC Update

 

Good Morning,

 

I wanted to provide you a brief update from our FAA office regarding MDW.  We expect capacity to increase slightly today as

airlines implement schedule changes and our Ground Delay Program takes effect; however, it is not anticipated that our

ATC facility will return to normal operations today.  The facility is still undergoing cleaning to standards.

 

As you know, the air traffic system is a resilient system with multiple backups in place.  The airport remains open and

standard execution of the FAA’s contingency procedures continues.

 

The safety of the traveling public and the health of our employees remain our top priorities.  We are in close contact with our

interagency partners, state and local elected and health officials, the airport, affected carriers, and our employees.

 

Please note, the situation remains dynamic and this information may change as we move forward.  We will do our best to

keep you informed.

 

Thanks,
 

 
Sean D. Poole
 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of the Secretary - Governmental Affairs
U.S. Department of  Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-3132
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 6:12 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Chicago Midway International: ATC Update 

Maurice - let me circle up with our DOT team. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 19, 2020, at 7:07 AM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Gentlemen,

Do we have any progress to report this morning? We're now almost 12 hours since we last spoke without an

update from DC about the functional shutdown of a lifeline for Chicago. I think we're now at a place where we

need to address this publicly.

Please let me know what you can do.

MC 

From: Poole, Sean (OST) <sean.poole@dot.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:57 AM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Shaffer, Kirk <kirk.shaffer@faa.gov>

Subject: Chicago Midway International: ATC Update

 

Good Morning,

 

I wanted to provide you a brief update from our FAA office regarding MDW.  We expect capacity to increase

slightly today as airlines implement schedule changes and our Ground Delay Program takes effect; however, it is

not anticipated that our ATC facility will return to normal operations today.  The facility is still undergoing cleaning

to standards.

 

As you know, the air traffic system is a resilient system with multiple backups in place.  The airport remains open

and standard execution of the FAA’s contingency procedures continues.

 

The safety of the traveling public and the health of our employees remain our top priorities.  We are in close

contact with our interagency partners, state and local elected and health officials, the airport, affected carriers,

and our employees.

 

Please note, the situation remains dynamic and this information may change as we move forward.  We will do

our best to keep you informed.

 

Thanks,
 

 
Sean D. Poole
 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of the Secretary - Governmental Affairs
U.S. Department of  Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-3132
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 11:48 AM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: FW: JFK Tower was Evacuated at 8:00 CDT 

 

 

From: Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 9:00 AM

To: Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: JFK Tower was Evacuated at 8:00 CDT

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAA Statement 
A Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) technician who is assigned to the air traffic control 

tower at John F. Kennedy International Airport tested positive for COVID-19 yesterday. The 

technician has not been to the facility since March 16. He left the building after a brief visit and 

did not enter the air traffic control tower cab where air traffic controllers work. He previously 

was in the facility on March 11. Even though the technician did not enter the tower cab, as a 

precaution we scheduled a thorough cleaning of the tower cab, equipment room, administrative 

offices and elevators to ensure a safe work environment for all of our employees. A professional 

cleaning company will clean the facility this morning. While we clean the facility, air traffic 

controllers will operate from an alternate location on airport property. Moving air traffic controllers 

to an alternate site is part of our longstanding contingency plan to ensure continued operations. 

Each facility across the country has a similar plan that we have updated and tested in recent 

years. The safety of our staff and the traveling public is the FAA's top priority . Our controllers, 

technicians , inspectors and others with critical safety or ecurity sensitive roles are essential 

components of our national airspace system. 
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 1 :18 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>; Allison 
Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>; Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>; Sybil Madison 
<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>; Jennie Bennett <Jennie.Bennett@cityofchicago.org>; Susie Park 
<Susie. Park@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>; Manuel Perez <Manuel.Perez@cityofchicago.org>; Amrit 
Mehra <Amrit.Mehra@cityofchicago.org>; Alfonso Martel <Alfonso.Martel@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: Follow-Up: COVID 19 Briefing Call with State & Local Elected Officials 

FYI, this includes a bunch of links to a variety of documents that might be useful (Though you might have many already) 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 1 :46 PM 
Subject: Follow-Up: COVID 19 Briefing Call with State & Local Elected Officials 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State & Local Leaders -

Thank you for joining the v\lhite House COVID-19 briefing call "\,\ith Vice President :.Vlike Pence and Senior Admini strati on Offidals 
on v\Tednesday, :\'larch 18. v\Te appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-America approach to addre ss COVID-
19 and recognize the important role you play in keeping Americans safe and healthy. As an immediate follow-up to the call, we hope 
that you will share CDC's mitigation guidelines - 15 Days to Slow the Spread - publicly through social media, newsletters , and 
other channels. Vl e also ,vant to highlight a few key actions on items disL·ussed on the call. A,; a reminder, response and 
recovery is locally executed, state managed, andfederally supported. Please continue to work "\,\ith your local emergency 
management offices up through your State EmergenL-y :\fanagement Agencies (here ). all of which are in close coordination "\,\ith 
Ffil'lA and HHS. 

Expanding Testing Accessibility 
• The FDA issued emergenL-y approval for new commercial coronavirns tests to significa ntly eiq>and tes ti ng across the count ry. 
• The President signed legislation that "\,\ill ensure Americans are able to be tested for free (more here ). 
• Admiral Brett Giroir - the Assistant Secretary for Health and head of the Public Health Se nice - has been appointed to co ordinate 

coronavirns testing efforts. 
• The Administration is actively working "\,\ith state and local partners and the private sector t o open up drive-thro ugh testing sites. 
• The Administration is working "\,\ith the private sector to develop a website that Americans can utilize to determine whether the y 

need a test and, if so, where to get it. 
• HHS is prO\iding funding to help accelerate the development of rapid diagnos ti c tests for the coronavirns. 
• The FDA mt red tape to expand testing a,-dilability. Today , Thursday , :\'larch 19, President Donald ,J. Trnmp anno u nced the 

approval of existing dmgs to test a COVID-19 treatment. The FDA continues to expand its work regarding therapeutic options and 
has a vaccine trial underway. :\'lore here . 

• The FDA is empowering states to authorize tests developed and used by laboratories in their states. Every st at e laboratory is 
empowered to conduct testing. 

• The President signed legislation requiring more reporting from state and private labs to ensure our public heal th officials have the 
data they need to respond to this outbreak. 

Strengthening Essential Medical Supplies 
• The President issued an Executive Order invoking the Defense Production Act. Under the Defense Production Act, the President 

has the authority to detennine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense du ring challe nges like this The 
President's action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of health and medical suppli es to 
where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here . 

• The President signed a memorandum directing his Administration to make general-u se face mask s available to health care workers 
(more here ). 

• HHS announced it "\,\ill be purchasing 500 million )l" 95 respirators for the Stra t egic )l"ational Stock-pile (more here ). 
• The Department of Defense announced it ,vii.I be prmiding 5 million respirator masks and 2,000 specialized ventilators to assist. 
• The President signed legislation remming restrictions that prevented man ufach!f ers from selling industrial masks - which can 

readily protect healthcare workers - directly to hospitals. 

Informing the Public 
• The Administration launched a websit e - conmmirns.gov- to keep the public informed about the outbreak. 
• The President launched a partnership v.ith the Ad Council, media networks, and digital platfonns to commu nica te public services 

announcements about the corona,inrn. 
• The President announced guidelines ( outlined below) for Americans to follow and do their part to stem the spread of th e vim s. 
• Th e Task Forc e is holding nearly daily pr ess confer ences to prmid e th e American peopl e "\,\ith th e lat est information. Press 

conferences can be ,iewed here . 
• The Task Force has recommended mitigation strategies ( outlined below) to hea,ily impacted comm unities, like thos e in )l" ew York, 

Washington, and California. 
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CMS announced guidance to protect vulnerable elderly Americans and limit medically unnecessary visits to nursing homes
(outlined below).

 
Below, please find additional information that highlights significant recent Administrative actions and provides key guidance by
agency. The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes
available.
 
Sincerely,
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
              
William F. Crozer
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that the threat of serious illness to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our stakeholders informed. We appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response.
 

Up-To-Date Information
The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus
Disease 2019 website (here). You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date
information.
The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
Community Guidance

The President’s Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread ( here)
HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here)
What is Social Distancing ( video)

Informational Videos
President Donald J. Trump: Strong & United, We Will Prevail ( here)
First Lady Melania Trump: A Message from First Lady Melania Trump ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: Urgent Need – Health Americans Should Continue Donating Blood ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: How Can Millennials Stop the Spread of Coronavirus ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: Is It Still Safe to Donate Blood? ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Engage in Social Distancing? ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Keep the Most Vulnerable Safe from Coronavirus ( here)
U.S. Surgeon General: Message to Young People ( here)
Dr. Deborah Birx: How Can Millennials Fight the Coronavirus ( here)
Dr. Deborah Birx: What Should Schools Do About ( here)
Dr. Deborah Birx: Where Can the Coronavirus Live? ( here)
Dr. Deborah Birx: Who Needs to be Tested for Coronavirus? ( here)
Dr. Deborah Birx: Protect the People Around You ( here)

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 
• 
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·         Travel Information (here) – State Department: International Travel ( here)
·         Avoid Scams (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Local Preparedness & Response Tips
Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. Local officials should coordinate requests through their State
Emergency Management Agencies.

A list of State emergency management agencies can be found here.
FEMA guidance on public assistance for States, local governments, tribal governments, and eligible non-profits can be
found here.

 Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information through social media, newsletters, and
other avenues:

CDC Mitigation Guidance – 15 Days to Slow the Spread
HHS/CDC guidance for families, businesses, and schools
HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework

Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
Inventorying resources and proactively coordinating with State and local health authorities.
Reviewing and implementing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
Federal Trade Commission ( here)
U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
U.S. Department of Education (here)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
U.S. Department of Labor (here)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
U.S. Department of State ( here)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)

 
Contact Information – Response to COVID-19 is locally executed, stated managed, and federally supported. Local elected
officials should collaborate with and work through their local emergency management office up through the State Emergency
Management Agency, which works in collaboration with FEMA and HHS. Should particular issues arise outside of these
appropriate channels, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Recent Announcements
 

President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible, avoid
gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars, restaurants, and public
food courts," President Trump stated. “With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and turn it quickly -- a lot of
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progress has been made."
 

FEMA Releases Guidance On Public Assistance for States, Local Governments, and Eligible Non-Profits
The Administration continues to place its full weight and resources behind the response to COVID-19. FEMA currently has over
$500 million in available balances in the Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) Base to support all 56 States and Territories for COVID-19
response efforts, including for direct Federal assistance, temporary facilities, commodities, equipment, and emergency operation

costs. On March 17th, the Administration submitted a request to Congressional Appropriators for additional fiscal year (FY) 2020
funding in the amount of $45.8 billion and the necessary authorities to address ongoing preparedness and response efforts. 
Included in this request is $2 billion in the Disaster Relief Fund Base Account to ensure there are resources available to support
continued disaster operations. State, Territorial, Tribal, local government entities and certain private non-profit (PNP) organizations
are eligible to apply for Public Assistance. States, Tribal and Territorial governments do not need to request separate emergency
declarations to receive FEMA assistance under this nationwide declaration. The emergency declaration will reimburse for eligible
emergency protective measures taken to respond to the COVID-19 emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials
under Category B of FEMA’s Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), or other federal
agencies. More here.
 

Department of Homeland Security Releases Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers During COVID-19 Response
Functioning critical infrastructure is imperative during the response to the COVID-19 emergency for both public health and safety as
well as community well-being. Certain critical infrastructure industries have a special responsibility in these times to continue
operations. Thursday, March 19, the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency released guidance on the identification of
essential critical infrastructure workers during COVID-19 response. This guidance and accompanying list are intended to support
State, Local, and industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the
services and functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic
response. More here.
 
President Trump Announces Fast-Track Treatments for Coronavirus
Thursday, March 19, President Donald J. Trump announced the approval of existing drugs to test a COVID-19 treatment. The drugs
will be used in a clinical trial. "We have to remove every barrier or a lot of barriers that were unnecessary and they've done that to get
the rapid deployment of safe, effective treatments and we think we have some good answers," the President said. The FDA continues
to expand its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial underway. More here.
 
President Trump Signs Legislative Package Providing Extensive Assistance to Americans Impacted by the
Coronavirus
Wednesday, March 18, President Trump signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act , ensuring that American families and
businesses impacted by the virus receive the strong support they need (more here). The President and Administration worked
tirelessly with Congress to secure the legislative package, which includes the following:

Provides free coronavirus diagnostic testing for the American people, regardless of their economic circumstances or health
coverage;
Establishes tax credits to provide paid sick and family leave for coronavirus-related employment interruptions;
Incentivizes States to ease access to unemployment benefits, assisting Americans who may be unemployed due to the impact of
the virus;
Provides funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens, women, children, and low-income families.

 
President Trump Issues Executive Order Invoking the Defense Production Act
Wednesday, March 18, President Donald J. Trump issued an executive order invoking the Defense Production Act. Under the
Defense Production Act, the President has the authority to determine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense
during challenges like this The President’s action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of
health and medical supplies to where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here.
 

President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 

Federal Agency Programs & Action Overview
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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare
communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories, communities, and
state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date information can be found
at www.coronavirus.gov.
Guidance

CDC released their Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission. This is a guide for communities describing possible coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation
strategies are often the most available interventions to help slow the transmission of COVID-19 in communities.
CMS released guidance for nursing homes. The guidance can be found here. The Press Release can be found here.
CDC released updated guidance on infection prevention and control recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare
settings that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare
settings.

Regulatory Flexibilities - The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local
communities’ ability to respond to the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state and
territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For more
information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  
Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below, and
the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to care for
beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their residents
are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and prevention
of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all CMS guidance
related to COVID-19 can be found here.
Expanded Telehealth Coverage  (3/17): The Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage that
will enable beneficiaries to receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel to a
healthcare facility. More here.

Testing - As part of the ongoing and aggressive commitment to address the coronavirus outbreak, the FDA updated
a policy originally issued on Feb. 29 on diagnostic testing for coronavirus (COVID-19) in order to achieve more rapid testing
capacity in the U.S. The guidance provides more specific details for the laboratory and commercial manufacturer communities,
including:

First, FDA is putting in place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests developed and used by laboratories in their
states, similar to the action the FDA granted to the New York State Department of Health last week. States can set up a
system in which they take responsibility for authorizing such tests and the laboratories will not engage with the FDA.
Second, FDA is expanding who the policy outlined in the Feb. 29 guidance applies to. The policy was originally applicable
only to laboratories that are certified to perform high-complexity testing consistent with requirements under the Clinical
Laboratory Improvement Amendments. Under the update published today, the agency does not intend to object to
commercial manufacturers distributing and labs using new commercially developed tests prior to the FDA granting an EUA,
under certain circumstances. 
Finally, FDA’s updated policy provides recommendations for test developers who may wish to develop serological tests for
use during this coronavirus outbreak. Serological tests measure the amount of antibodies or proteins present in the blood
when the body is responding to a specific infection.

Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.
The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.
Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready blood
supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest federal disaster loans for working
capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a request
received from a state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic Injury
Disaster Loan declaration.
Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available statewide to small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to submit the request for Economic
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.
Once a declaration is made, the information on the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be made
available to affected small businesses within the state.
These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s
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impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.
SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.
SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated response,
and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible.
For additional information, please visit the SBA disaster assistance website at SBA.gov/Disaster.

 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)
·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of

higher education and for K-12.
·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related scenarios

that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time requirements but fall
below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have temporarily stopped offering
ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve Americans who receive Federal
financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses potential discrimination associated
with coronavirus.

·         On Friday, March 20, the Department of Education announced the suspension of federal student loan payments and waiving
interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with federally held student loans will automatically have their interest rates
set to 0% for a period of at least 60 days. In addition, each of these borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments for
at least two months to allow them greater flexibility during the national emergency. More here.

·         The Department has provided additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;” (more here)
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities; (more here)
·         A fact sheet from the Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and a short webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility;
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students (more here);
·         Information for Accrediting Agencies Regarding Temporary Flexibilities Provided to Coronavirus Impacted Institutions or

Accrediting Agencies (more here).
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-

19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with transportation
stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These travel
requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further measures,
and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of overseas
airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.
DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the crews
of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus, for
airlines to use to inform their passengers.
External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.
On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle
drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine commercial
deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related to emergency
needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until 11:59 P.M. (ET), April
11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to
implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.
DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to assist
Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to amend
their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.
On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory protection.
OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or suspected
coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces, reusable
elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.
On March 18, DOL announced availability of up to $100 Million in National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grants (DWGs)
in response to COVID-19.  The DWGs are intended to provide eligible participants with both disaster-relief employment and
employment training services.  These participants can include dislocated workers, workers who were laid-off as a result of the
disaster, self-employed individuals who are unemployed or underemployed as a result of the disaster, and long-term unemployed
individuals.  Learn more here.
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The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) issued a National Interest Exemption Memorandum to
further facilitate response efforts for COVID-19.  OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver from some
requirements of the laws administered by the agency.
The Wage and Hour Division (WHD) has developed frequently asked questions documents highlighting application of the Fair
Labor Standards Act and Family and Medical Leave Act during a public health emergency.  Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction of
Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless shelters
(CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.
On Wednesday, March 18, Secretary Carson, in consultation with the Coronavirus Task Force, announced the suspension of all
foreclosure and evictions for single family homeowners with FHA-insured mortages for 60 days. The guidance applies to
homewoekrs with FHA-insured Title II Single Family forward and Home Equity Conversion (reverse) mortgages, and directs
mortgage servicers to:

Halt all new foreclosure actions and suspend all foreclosure actions currently in process; and
Cease all evictions of persons from FHA-insured single-family properties.

HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.
HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found here.
HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) on
messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department is reaching out
to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) for future coordination.
HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 

Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address
needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including health
care.
Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want to
amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize
potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be served
in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting meal
requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

USDA and President Trump have been in communication with Food and Grocery Stakeholders and Executives to discuss the
impact COVID-19 has on America’s food supply chain. More here.
USDA announced a collaboration with the Baylor Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, McLane Global, PepsiCo, and others
to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in rural schools closed due to COVID-19. More here.
Businesses or groups interested in helping should email: feedingkids@usda.gov.

USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis.
The food supply chain remains strong. Critical services, including Food Safety Inspections Services (FSIS), Animal Plan Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), and Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), continue to serve the American people. More here.
For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.

 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

The Department of Veterans Affairs has implemented an aggressive public health response to protect and care for Veterans in the
face of this emerging health risk. We are working directly with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
federal partners to monitor the outbreak of the virus. These measures include outreach to Veterans and staff, clinical screening at
VA health care facilities, and protective procedures for patients admitted to community living centers and spinal cord injury units.
Any Veteran with symptoms such as fever, cough or shortness of breath should immediately contact their local VA facility. You can
find the closest VA facility here. VA urges Veterans to call before visiting. Veterans can sign into My HealtheVet to send a
secure message to VA or use telehealth options to explain their condition and receive a prompt diagnosis.
The VA has setup a website for veterans here: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/

 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

Actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on public health officials by screening incoming travelers,
expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of the
American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread of
COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their mission.
DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with the
Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any COVID-19
cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health Officials to
develop reporting and response courses of action.

On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of
most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled
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arrival to the United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This does
not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who
are identified in the proclamation. 
In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens who
are from or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued a
Notice of Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families who
are returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced entry
screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

The Cyber & Infrastructure Security Agency issued guidance and an accompanying list intended to support State, local, and
industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the services and
functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic response.
More here.
The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with DHS Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

• 

• 

• 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000346



From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 6:35 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: COVID-19: Updated Actions & Resources 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

l/',le appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-America approach to address COVID-19 and recognize the 
important role you play in keeping Americans safe and healthy. We hope that you ,vill share CDC's mitigation guidelines - 15 Days 
to Slow the Spread - publicly through social media, newsletters, and other channels. A'> a reminder, response and recovery 
is locally executed, state managed, andfederally supported. Below, please find additional information that highlights 
significant recent Administrative actions and provides key guidance by agenL-y. The Vlhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
(WH IGA) ·will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes a,-dilable. 

Expanding Testing Accessibility 
The FDA issued emergenL-y approval for new commercial coronavims tests to significantly e:,q:iand testing across the country. 
The President signed legislation that v.ill ensure Americans are able to be tested for free (more here ). 
Admiral Brett Giroir - the Assistant Secretary for Health and head of the Public Health Ser.ice - has been appointed to 
coordinate coronavims testing efforts. 
The Administration is actively working v,ith state and local partners and the private sector to open up drive-through testing sit es. 
The Administration is working ,vith the private seLtor to develop a website that Americans can utilize to determine whether they 
need a test and, if so, where to get it. 
HHS is providing funding to help accelerate the development of rapid diagnostic tests for the coronavims. 
The FDA rnt red tape to expand testing a\~dilability. ),'.larch 19, President Donald ,T. Tmmp announced the approval of existing 
dmgs to test a COVID-19 treatment. The FDA continues to exl)and its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial 
underway. ),fore here . 
The FDA is empowering states to authorize tests developed and used by laboratories in their states. Every state laboratory is 
empowered to conduct testing. 
The President signed legislation requiring more reporting from state and pri,-dte labs to ensure our public health officials have the 
data they need to respond to this outbreak. 

Strengthening Essential Medical Supplies 
The President issued an Exerntive Order invoking the Defense Produdion Ad. Under the Defense Production Act, the Presid ent 
has the authority to detennine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense during challenges like this The 
President's action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of health and medical supplies to 
where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here . 
The President signed a memorandum direding his Administration to make general- u se face masks available to healthcare 
workers (more here ). 
HHS announced it v.ill be purchasing soo million )J" 9:i respirators for the Strategic )J" ational Stocki:iile (more here ). 
The Department of Defense announced it v,ill be pro,iding S million respirator masks and 2,000 specialized ventilators t o 
assist. 
The President signed legislation remming restrictions that prevented manufachtrers from selling industrial masks - which can 
readily proteL1 healthcare workers - directly to hospitals. 

Informing the Public 

The Administration launched a website - coronavirus.gov - to keep the public informed about the outbreak. 

The President launched a partnership v.ith the Ad Council, media networks, and digital platforms to communicate public 
services announcements about the coronavirus. 

The President announced guidelines ( outlined below) for Americans to follow and do their part to stem the spread of the 
virus. 

The Task Force is holding nearly daily press conferences to provide the American people v.-ith the latest information. 
Press conferences can he viewed here . 

The Task Force has recommended mitigation strategies ( outlined below) to heavily impacted communities, like those in 
New York, Washington, and California. 

CMS announced guidance to protect vulnerable elderly Americans and limit medically unnecessary visits to nursing 
homes (outlined below). 
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Supporting Impacted Businesses

·         The Small Business Administration has announced disaster loans which provide impacted businesses with up to $2
million.     

·         SBA relaxed criteria for disaster assistance loans – expanding small businesses’ access to economic assistance.

·         The President directed the Energy Department to purchase large quantities of crude oil for the strategic reserve. 

·         President Trump has held calls and meetings with business leaders from the pharmaceutical industry, airlines, health
insurers, grocery stores, retail stores, banks, and more.

·         The Treasury Department approved the establishment of the Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility to provide
liquidity to the financial system.

 

Helping Families and Working Americans

·         The Administration negotiated legislation which will provide tax credits for eligible businesses that give paid leave to
Americans affected by the virus.

·         The Administration took action to provide more flexibility in unemployment insurance programs for workers impacted
by the coronavirus.

·         The Treasury Department moved tax day from April 15 to July 15. 

·         President Trump signed legislation providing funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens,
women, children, and low-income families.

·         USDA announced new flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures.   

·         USDA announced a new collaboration with the private sector to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in
rural schools closed due to the coronavirus.

·         The Administration is halting foreclosures and evictions for families with FHA-insured mortgages.

·         The Department of Labor announced up to $100 million in dislocated worker grants in response to the coronavirus
national health emergency.

·         The White House worked with the private sector to launch a central website where families, students, and educators can
access online education technologies. 

·         The Department of Education has given broad approval to colleges and universities to allow them to more easily move
their classes online. 

·         The Department of Education set interest rates on all federally-held student loans to 0% for at least 60 days.  

·         The Department of Education announced borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments on federally-held
student loans for at least two months.

·         The Department of Education is providing waivers for federal testing requirements to states that have had to close
schools.

 

Developing Vaccines and Therapeutics

·         The Administration is working to help accelerate the development of therapeutics and a vaccine to combat the
coronavirus.

·         The FDA is evaluating existing drugs that could serve as potential therapeutics for coronavirus patients.

·         The Trump Administration is actively working with drug manufacturers to monitor any potential drug supply chain
issues.

·         The Administration is expanding research and consulting with experts to better understand the transmission of
coronavirus. 

·         The National Institutes of Health has announced the beginning of a clinical trial for a coronavirus vaccine candidate.
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Sincerely,
 
Nic
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that the threat of serious illness to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our stakeholders informed. We appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response.
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here). You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-
date information.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         Community Guidance

·         The President’s Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread ( here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here)
·         What is Social Distancing ( video)

·         Informational Videos
·         President Donald J. Trump: Strong & United, We Will Prevail ( here)
·         First Lady Melania Trump: A Message from First Lady Melania Trump ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Urgent Need – Health Americans Should Continue Donating Blood ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can Millennials Stop the Spread of Coronavirus ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Is It Still Safe to Donate Blood? ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Engage in Social Distancing? ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Keep the Most Vulnerable Safe from Coronavirus ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Message to Young People ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: How Can Millennials Fight the Coronavirus ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: What Should Schools Do About ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Where Can the Coronavirus Live? ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Who Needs to be Tested for Coronavirus? ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Protect the People Around You ( here)

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here) – State Department: International Travel ( here)
·         Avoid Scams (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
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·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Local Preparedness & Response Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. Local officials should coordinate requests through their

State Emergency Management Agencies.
·         A list of State emergency management agencies can be found here.
·         FEMA guidance on public assistance for States, local governments, tribal governments, and eligible non-profits can be

found here.
·          Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information through social media, newsletters, and

other avenues:
·         CDC Mitigation Guidance – 15 Days to Slow the Spread
·         HHS/CDC guidance for families, businesses, and schools
·         HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Inventorying resources and proactively coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing and implementing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         Federal Trade Commission ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Response to COVID-19 is locally executed, stated managed, and federally supported. Local elected
officials should collaborate with and work through their local emergency management office up through the State Emergency
Management Agency, which works in collaboration with FEMA and HHS. Should particular issues arise outside of these
appropriate channels, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

 

Recent Announcements
 

President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible, avoid
gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars, restaurants, and public
food courts," President Trump stated. “With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and turn it quickly -- a lot of
progress has been made."
 

FEMA Releases Guidance On Public Assistance for States, Local Governments, and Eligible Non-Profits
The Administration continues to place its full weight and resources behind the response to COVID-19. FEMA currently has over
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$500 million in available balances in the Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) Base to support all 56 States and Territories for COVID-19
response efforts, including for direct Federal assistance, temporary facilities, commodities, equipment, and emergency operation

costs. On March 17th, the Administration submitted a request to Congressional Appropriators for additional fiscal year (FY) 2020
funding in the amount of $45.8 billion and the necessary authorities to address ongoing preparedness and response efforts. 
Included in this request is $2 billion in the Disaster Relief Fund Base Account to ensure there are resources available to support
continued disaster operations. State, Territorial, Tribal, local government entities and certain private non-profit (PNP) organizations
are eligible to apply for Public Assistance. States, Tribal and Territorial governments do not need to request separate emergency
declarations to receive FEMA assistance under this nationwide declaration. The emergency declaration will reimburse for eligible
emergency protective measures taken to respond to the COVID-19 emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials
under Category B of FEMA’s Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), or other federal
agencies. More here.
 

Department of Homeland Security Releases Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers During COVID-19 Response
Functioning critical infrastructure is imperative during the response to the COVID-19 emergency for both public health and safety as
well as community well-being. Certain critical infrastructure industries have a special responsibility in these times to continue
operations. Thursday, March 19, the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency released guidance on the identification of
essential critical infrastructure workers during COVID-19 response. This guidance and accompanying list are intended to support
State, Local, and industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the
services and functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic
response. More here.
 
President Trump Announces Approval of Existing Drugs to Test Treatments for Coronavirus
Thursday, March 19, President Donald J. Trump announced that the FDA is evaluating existing drugs that could serve as potential
therapeutics for coronavirus patients. The drugs will be used in a clinical trial. "We have to remove every barrier or a lot of barriers
that were unnecessary and they've done that to get the rapid deployment of safe, effective treatments and we think we have some
good answers," the President said. The FDA continues to expand its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial
underway. More here. More here.
 
President Trump Signs Legislative Package Providing Extensive Assistance to Americans Impacted by the
Coronavirus
Wednesday, March 18, President Trump signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act , ensuring that American families and
businesses impacted by the virus receive the strong support they need (more here). The President and Administration worked
tirelessly with Congress to secure the legislative package, which includes the following:

·         Provides free coronavirus diagnostic testing for the American people, regardless of their economic circumstances or health
coverage;

·         Establishes tax credits to provide paid sick and family leave for coronavirus-related employment interruptions;
·         Incentivizes States to ease access to unemployment benefits, assisting Americans who may be unemployed due to the impact

of the virus;
·         Provides funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens, women, children, and low-income families.

 
President Trump Issues Executive Order Invoking the Defense Production Act
Wednesday, March 18, President Donald J. Trump issued an executive order invoking the Defense Production Act. Under the
Defense Production Act, the President has the authority to determine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense
during challenges like this The President’s action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of
health and medical supplies to where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here.
 

President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 

 

Federal Agency Programs & Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepareIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000351



communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories, communities, and
state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date information can be
found at www.coronavirus.gov and https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

·         Guidance
·         CMS released two telehealth toolkits today to help practitioners understand the broadened access to Medicare

telehealth services so that beneficiaries can receive a wider range of services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. Under this new waiver, Medicare can pay for office, hospital, and other visits furnished via telehealth
across the country and including in patient’s places of residence starting March 6, 2020.  A range of providers, such as
doctors, nurse practitioners, clinical psychologists, and licensed clinical social workers, will be able to offer telehealth to
their patients. The toolkit for General Practitioners can be found here and for ESRD providers here.

·         CDC released interim guidance to help prevent workplace exposures to acute respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, in
non-healthcare settings. The guidance also provides planning considerations if there are more widespread, community
outbreaks of COVID-19. The guidance can be found here.

·         FDA issued a new policy that allows for expanded use of devices to monitor patients’ vital signs remotely. The devices
include those that measure body temperature, respiratory rate, heart rate and blood pressure. The guidance can be found
here.

·         CMS released recommendations to delay non-essential procedures in an effort to preserve personal protective equipment
(PPE), beds, and ventilators for facilities as well as to free up health care workers to treat patients with COVID-19. The
recommendations provide a framework for hospitals and clinicians to implement immediately to determine and identify
non-essential and elective procedures. The recommendations and guidelines can be found here

·         CDC released PPE guidance that will provide guidance in PPE shortages, particularly for long-term care facilities, dialysis,
and home health providers. The strategies include information specific to eye protection, isolation gowns, facemasks, and
N95 respirators. The information can be found here

·         CDC’s Prepare to Care for COVID-19 is a resource with practical tools clinicians can use to care for patients with COVID-
19, and will be regularly updated to help clinicians adapt as the outbreak unfolds. More information can be found here.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond to
the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. To date,
two states, Florida and Washington, have received approval for their waivers. For more information and to access the
toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to care
for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Guidance : CMS released updated FAQs that address issues raised by
states over the prior few days. The document includes answers to questions related to the flexibilities CMS is affording to
states in managed care, benefits, financing, 1115 demonstrations, and leveraging “1135” waivers offered as part of the
President’s declaration of a national emergency. States may submit questions to CMS through their state leads. The FAQs
can be found here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

·         Expanded Telehealth Coverage  (3/17): The Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage
that will enable beneficiaries to receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. More here.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
·         The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest federal disaster loans for

working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a
request received from a state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic Injury
Disaster Loan declaration.

·         Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available statewide to small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
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·         SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to submit the request for Economic
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.

·         Once a declaration is made, the information on the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be
made available to affected small businesses within the state.

·         These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s
impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.

·         SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.

·         SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated
response, and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible.

·         For additional information, please visit the SBA disaster assistance website at SBA.gov/Disaster.
 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)
·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of

higher education and for K-12.
·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related scenarios

that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time requirements but fall
below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have temporarily stopped offering
ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve Americans who receive Federal
financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses potential discrimination associated
with coronavirus.

·         On Friday, March 20, the Department of Education announced the suspension of federal student loan payments and waiving
interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with federally held student loans will automatically have their interest rates
set to 0% for a period of at least 60 days. In addition, each of these borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments for
at least two months to allow them greater flexibility during the national emergency. More here.

·         The Department has provided additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;” (more here)
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities; (more here)
·         A fact sheet from the Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and a short webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility;
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students (more here);
·         Information for Accrediting Agencies Regarding Temporary Flexibilities Provided to Coronavirus Impacted Institutions or

Accrediting Agencies (more here).
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-

19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with transportation

stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These travel

requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further measures,
and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of overseas
airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the crews
of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus, for
airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle
drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine commercial
deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related to emergency
needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until 11:59 P.M. (ET),
April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to

implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory protection.
OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or suspected
coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces, reusable
elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.
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·         On March 18, DOL announced availability of up to $100 Million in National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grants
(DWGs) in response to COVID-19.  The DWGs are intended to provide eligible participants with both disaster-relief employment
and employment training services.  These participants can include dislocated workers, workers who were laid-off as a result of
the disaster, self-employed individuals who are unemployed or underemployed as a result of the disaster, and long-term
unemployed individuals.  Learn more here.

·         The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) issued a National Interest Exemption Memorandum to
further facilitate response efforts for COVID-19.  OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver from some
requirements of the laws administered by the agency.

·         The Wage and Hour Division (WHD) has developed frequently asked questions documents highlighting application of the Fair
Labor Standards Act and Family and Medical Leave Act during a public health emergency.  Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction of

Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless shelters
(CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         On Wednesday, March 18, Secretary Carson, in consultation with the Coronavirus Task Force, announced the suspension of all
foreclosure and evictions for single family homeowners with FHA-insured mortages for 60 days. The guidance applies to
homewoekrs with FHA-insured Title II Single Family forward and Home Equity Conversion (reverse) mortgages, and directs
mortgage servicers to:

·         Halt all new foreclosure actions and suspend all foreclosure actions currently in process; and
·         Cease all evictions of persons from FHA-insured single-family properties.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH)
on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department is reaching
out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address

needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including health
care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want
to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize

potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

o   USDA and President Trump have been in communication with Food and Grocery Stakeholders and Executives to discuss

the impact COVID-19 has on America’s food supply chain. More here.
o   USDA announced a collaboration with the Baylor Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, McLane Global, PepsiCo, and

others to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in rural schools closed due to COVID-19. More here.
o   Businesses or groups interested in helping should email: feedingkids@usda.gov.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis.

·         The food supply chain remains strong. Critical services, including Food Safety Inspections Services (FSIS), Animal Plan Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), and Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), continue to serve the American people. More here.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
·         The Department of Veterans Affairs has implemented an aggressive public health response to protect and care for Veterans in the

face of this emerging health risk. We are working directly with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
federal partners to monitor the outbreak of the virus. These measures include outreach to Veterans and staff, clinical screening at
VA health care facilities, and protective procedures for patients admitted to community living centers and spinal cord injury
units.

·         Any Veteran with symptoms such as fever, cough or shortness of breath should immediately contact their local VA facility. You
can find the closest VA facility here. VA urges Veterans to call before visiting. Veterans can sign into My HealtheVet to send a
secure message to VA or use telehealth options to explain their condition and receive a prompt diagnosis.

·         The VA has setup a website for veterans here: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
·         Actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on public health officials by screening incoming travelers,

expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of
the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread
of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their
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mission.
·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or

waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with the
Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any COVID-19
cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health Officials to
develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of
most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their
scheduled arrival to the United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This
does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other
individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 

·         In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens
who are from or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued
a Notice of Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families
who are returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced
entry screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

·         The Cyber & Infrastructure Security Agency issued guidance and an accompanying list intended to support State, local, and
industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the services and
functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic response.
More here.

·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with DHS Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2020 6:35 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: COVID-19: Updated Actions & Resources 

• • 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State and Local Leaders, 

l/',le appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-America approach to address COVID-19 and recognize the 
important role you play in keeping Americans safe and healthy. We hope that you ,vill share CDC's mitigation guidelines - 15 Days 
to Slow the Spread - publicly through social media, newsletters, and other channels. A'> a reminder, response and recovery 
is locally executed, state managed, andfederally supported. Below, please find additional information that highlights 
significant recent Administrative actions and provides key guidance by agenL-y. The Vlhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
(WH IGA) ·will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes a,-dilable. 

Expanding Testing Accessibility 
The FDA issued emergenL-y approval for new commercial coronavims tests to significantly e:,q:iand testing across the country. 
The President signed legislation that v.ill ensure Americans are able to be tested for free (more here ). 
Admiral Brett Giroir - the Assistant Secretary for Health and head of the Public Health Ser.ice - has been appointed to 
coordinate coronavims testing efforts. 
The Administration is actively working v,ith state and local partners and the private sector to open up drive-through testing sit es. 
The Administration is working ,vith the private seLtor to develop a website that Americans can utilize to determine whether they 
need a test and, if so, where to get it. 
HHS is providing funding to help accelerate the development of rapid diagnostic tests for the coronavims. 
The FDA rnt red tape to expand testing a\~dilability. ),'.larch 19, President Donald ,T. Tmmp announced the approval of existing 
dmgs to test a COVID-19 treatment. The FDA continues to exl)and its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial 
underway. ),fore here . 
The FDA is empowering states to authorize tests developed and used by laboratories in their states. Every state laboratory is 
empowered to conduct testing. 
The President signed legislation requiring more reporting from state and pri,-dte labs to ensure our public health officials have the 
data they need to respond to this outbreak. 

Strengthening Essential Medical Supplies 
The President issued an Exerntive Order invoking the Defense Produdion Ad. Under the Defense Production Act, the Presid ent 
has the authority to detennine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense during challenges like this The 
President's action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of health and medical supplies to 
where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here . 
The President signed a memorandum direding his Administration to make general- u se face masks available to healthcare 
workers (more here ). 
HHS announced it v.ill be purchasing soo million )J" 9:i respirators for the Strategic )J" ational Stocki:iile (more here ). 
The Department of Defense announced it v,ill be pro,iding S million respirator masks and 2,000 specialized ventilators t o 
assist. 
The President signed legislation remming restrictions that prevented manufachtrers from selling industrial masks - which can 
readily proteL1 healthcare workers - directly to hospitals. 

Informing the Public 

The Administration launched a website - coronavirus.gov - to keep the public informed about the outbreak. 

The President launched a partnership v.ith the Ad Council, media networks, and digital platforms to communicate public 
services announcements about the coronavirus. 

The President announced guidelines ( outlined below) for Americans to follow and do their part to stem the spread of the 
virus. 

The Task Force is holding nearly daily press conferences to provide the American people v.-ith the latest information. 
Press conferences can he viewed here . 

The Task Force has recommended mitigation strategies ( outlined below) to heavily impacted communities, like those in 
New York, Washington, and California. 

CMS announced guidance to protect vulnerable elderly Americans and limit medically unnecessary visits to nursing 
homes (outlined below). 
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Supporting Impacted Businesses

·         The Small Business Administration has announced disaster loans which provide impacted businesses with up to $2
million.     

·         SBA relaxed criteria for disaster assistance loans – expanding small businesses’ access to economic assistance.

·         The President directed the Energy Department to purchase large quantities of crude oil for the strategic reserve. 

·         President Trump has held calls and meetings with business leaders from the pharmaceutical industry, airlines, health
insurers, grocery stores, retail stores, banks, and more.

·         The Treasury Department approved the establishment of the Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility to provide
liquidity to the financial system.

 

Helping Families and Working Americans

·         The Administration negotiated legislation which will provide tax credits for eligible businesses that give paid leave to
Americans affected by the virus.

·         The Administration took action to provide more flexibility in unemployment insurance programs for workers impacted
by the coronavirus.

·         The Treasury Department moved tax day from April 15 to July 15. 

·         President Trump signed legislation providing funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens,
women, children, and low-income families.

·         USDA announced new flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures.   

·         USDA announced a new collaboration with the private sector to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in
rural schools closed due to the coronavirus.

·         The Administration is halting foreclosures and evictions for families with FHA-insured mortgages.

·         The Department of Labor announced up to $100 million in dislocated worker grants in response to the coronavirus
national health emergency.

·         The White House worked with the private sector to launch a central website where families, students, and educators can
access online education technologies. 

·         The Department of Education has given broad approval to colleges and universities to allow them to more easily move
their classes online. 

·         The Department of Education set interest rates on all federally-held student loans to 0% for at least 60 days.  

·         The Department of Education announced borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments on federally-held
student loans for at least two months.

·         The Department of Education is providing waivers for federal testing requirements to states that have had to close
schools.

 

Developing Vaccines and Therapeutics

·         The Administration is working to help accelerate the development of therapeutics and a vaccine to combat the
coronavirus.

·         The FDA is evaluating existing drugs that could serve as potential therapeutics for coronavirus patients.

·         The Trump Administration is actively working with drug manufacturers to monitor any potential drug supply chain
issues.

·         The Administration is expanding research and consulting with experts to better understand the transmission of
coronavirus. 

·         The National Institutes of Health has announced the beginning of a clinical trial for a coronavirus vaccine candidate.
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Sincerely,
 
Nic
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that the threat of serious illness to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our stakeholders informed. We appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response.
 

Up-To-Date Information
·         The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here). You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-
date information.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·         Community Guidance

·         The President’s Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread ( here)
·         HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·         Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here)
·         What is Social Distancing ( video)

·         Informational Videos
·         President Donald J. Trump: Strong & United, We Will Prevail ( here)
·         First Lady Melania Trump: A Message from First Lady Melania Trump ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Urgent Need – Health Americans Should Continue Donating Blood ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can Millennials Stop the Spread of Coronavirus ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Is It Still Safe to Donate Blood? ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Engage in Social Distancing? ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Keep the Most Vulnerable Safe from Coronavirus ( here)
·         U.S. Surgeon General: Message to Young People ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: How Can Millennials Fight the Coronavirus ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: What Should Schools Do About ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Where Can the Coronavirus Live? ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Who Needs to be Tested for Coronavirus? ( here)
·         Dr. Deborah Birx: Protect the People Around You ( here)

 

What You Need To Know
·         What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·         Situation Summary ( here)
·         Travel Information (here) – State Department: International Travel ( here)
·         Avoid Scams (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
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·         Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)
 

Local Preparedness & Response Tips
·         Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. Local officials should coordinate requests through their

State Emergency Management Agencies.
·         A list of State emergency management agencies can be found here.
·         FEMA guidance on public assistance for States, local governments, tribal governments, and eligible non-profits can be

found here.
·          Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information through social media, newsletters, and

other avenues:
·         CDC Mitigation Guidance – 15 Days to Slow the Spread
·         HHS/CDC guidance for families, businesses, and schools
·         HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·         Inventorying resources and proactively coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·         Reviewing and implementing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·         Federal Trade Commission ( here)
·         U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Education ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·         U.S. Department of State ( here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·         Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
·         U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Response to COVID-19 is locally executed, stated managed, and federally supported. Local elected
officials should collaborate with and work through their local emergency management office up through the State Emergency
Management Agency, which works in collaboration with FEMA and HHS. Should particular issues arise outside of these
appropriate channels, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

 

Recent Announcements
 

President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible, avoid
gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars, restaurants, and public
food courts," President Trump stated. “With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and turn it quickly -- a lot of
progress has been made."
 

FEMA Releases Guidance On Public Assistance for States, Local Governments, and Eligible Non-Profits
The Administration continues to place its full weight and resources behind the response to COVID-19. FEMA currently has over
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$500 million in available balances in the Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) Base to support all 56 States and Territories for COVID-19
response efforts, including for direct Federal assistance, temporary facilities, commodities, equipment, and emergency operation

costs. On March 17th, the Administration submitted a request to Congressional Appropriators for additional fiscal year (FY) 2020
funding in the amount of $45.8 billion and the necessary authorities to address ongoing preparedness and response efforts. 
Included in this request is $2 billion in the Disaster Relief Fund Base Account to ensure there are resources available to support
continued disaster operations. State, Territorial, Tribal, local government entities and certain private non-profit (PNP) organizations
are eligible to apply for Public Assistance. States, Tribal and Territorial governments do not need to request separate emergency
declarations to receive FEMA assistance under this nationwide declaration. The emergency declaration will reimburse for eligible
emergency protective measures taken to respond to the COVID-19 emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials
under Category B of FEMA’s Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), or other federal
agencies. More here.
 

Department of Homeland Security Releases Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers During COVID-19 Response
Functioning critical infrastructure is imperative during the response to the COVID-19 emergency for both public health and safety as
well as community well-being. Certain critical infrastructure industries have a special responsibility in these times to continue
operations. Thursday, March 19, the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency released guidance on the identification of
essential critical infrastructure workers during COVID-19 response. This guidance and accompanying list are intended to support
State, Local, and industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the
services and functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic
response. More here.
 
President Trump Announces Approval of Existing Drugs to Test Treatments for Coronavirus
Thursday, March 19, President Donald J. Trump announced that the FDA is evaluating existing drugs that could serve as potential
therapeutics for coronavirus patients. The drugs will be used in a clinical trial. "We have to remove every barrier or a lot of barriers
that were unnecessary and they've done that to get the rapid deployment of safe, effective treatments and we think we have some
good answers," the President said. The FDA continues to expand its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial
underway. More here. More here.
 
President Trump Signs Legislative Package Providing Extensive Assistance to Americans Impacted by the
Coronavirus
Wednesday, March 18, President Trump signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act , ensuring that American families and
businesses impacted by the virus receive the strong support they need (more here). The President and Administration worked
tirelessly with Congress to secure the legislative package, which includes the following:

·         Provides free coronavirus diagnostic testing for the American people, regardless of their economic circumstances or health
coverage;

·         Establishes tax credits to provide paid sick and family leave for coronavirus-related employment interruptions;
·         Incentivizes States to ease access to unemployment benefits, assisting Americans who may be unemployed due to the impact

of the virus;
·         Provides funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens, women, children, and low-income families.

 
President Trump Issues Executive Order Invoking the Defense Production Act
Wednesday, March 18, President Donald J. Trump issued an executive order invoking the Defense Production Act. Under the
Defense Production Act, the President has the authority to determine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense
during challenges like this The President’s action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of
health and medical supplies to where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here.
 

President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 

 

Federal Agency Programs & Action Overview
 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
·         The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepareIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000360



communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories, communities, and
state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date information can be
found at www.coronavirus.gov and https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

·         Guidance
·         CMS released two telehealth toolkits today to help practitioners understand the broadened access to Medicare

telehealth services so that beneficiaries can receive a wider range of services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. Under this new waiver, Medicare can pay for office, hospital, and other visits furnished via telehealth
across the country and including in patient’s places of residence starting March 6, 2020.  A range of providers, such as
doctors, nurse practitioners, clinical psychologists, and licensed clinical social workers, will be able to offer telehealth to
their patients. The toolkit for General Practitioners can be found here and for ESRD providers here.

·         CDC released interim guidance to help prevent workplace exposures to acute respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, in
non-healthcare settings. The guidance also provides planning considerations if there are more widespread, community
outbreaks of COVID-19. The guidance can be found here.

·         FDA issued a new policy that allows for expanded use of devices to monitor patients’ vital signs remotely. The devices
include those that measure body temperature, respiratory rate, heart rate and blood pressure. The guidance can be found
here.

·         CMS released recommendations to delay non-essential procedures in an effort to preserve personal protective equipment
(PPE), beds, and ventilators for facilities as well as to free up health care workers to treat patients with COVID-19. The
recommendations provide a framework for hospitals and clinicians to implement immediately to determine and identify
non-essential and elective procedures. The recommendations and guidelines can be found here

·         CDC released PPE guidance that will provide guidance in PPE shortages, particularly for long-term care facilities, dialysis,
and home health providers. The strategies include information specific to eye protection, isolation gowns, facemasks, and
N95 respirators. The information can be found here

·         CDC’s Prepare to Care for COVID-19 is a resource with practical tools clinicians can use to care for patients with COVID-
19, and will be regularly updated to help clinicians adapt as the outbreak unfolds. More information can be found here.

·         The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond to
the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. To date,
two states, Florida and Washington, have received approval for their waivers. For more information and to access the
toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to care
for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Guidance : CMS released updated FAQs that address issues raised by
states over the prior few days. The document includes answers to questions related to the flexibilities CMS is affording to
states in managed care, benefits, financing, 1115 demonstrations, and leveraging “1135” waivers offered as part of the
President’s declaration of a national emergency. States may submit questions to CMS through their state leads. The FAQs
can be found here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

·         Expanded Telehealth Coverage  (3/17): The Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage
that will enable beneficiaries to receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. More here.

·         Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·         The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·         The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.

·         Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready
blood supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
·         The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designated states and territories low-interest federal disaster loans for

working capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon a
request received from a state’s or territory’s Governor, SBA will issue under its own authority, as provided by the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act that was recently signed by the President, an Economic Injury
Disaster Loan declaration.

·         Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available statewide to small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
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·         SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to submit the request for Economic
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.

·         Once a declaration is made, the information on the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be
made available to affected small businesses within the state.

·         These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s
impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.

·         SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.

·         SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated
response, and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible.

·         For additional information, please visit the SBA disaster assistance website at SBA.gov/Disaster.
 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)
·         The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of

higher education and for K-12.
·         The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related scenarios

that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time requirements but fall
below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have temporarily stopped offering
ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve Americans who receive Federal
financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses potential discrimination associated
with coronavirus.

·         On Friday, March 20, the Department of Education announced the suspension of federal student loan payments and waiving
interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with federally held student loans will automatically have their interest rates
set to 0% for a period of at least 60 days. In addition, each of these borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments for
at least two months to allow them greater flexibility during the national emergency. More here.

·         The Department has provided additional information for families and communities including:
·         Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;” (more here)
·         Information regarding services to children with disabilities; (more here)
·         A fact sheet from the Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and a short webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility;
·         Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students (more here);
·         Information for Accrediting Agencies Regarding Temporary Flexibilities Provided to Coronavirus Impacted Institutions or

Accrediting Agencies (more here).
·         The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-

19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
·         The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with transportation

stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
·         The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These travel

requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further measures,
and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of overseas
airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·         DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the crews
of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus, for
airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·         External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.

·         On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle
drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine commercial
deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related to emergency
needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until 11:59 P.M. (ET),
April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
·         The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to

implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·         DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·         On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory protection.
OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or suspected
coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces, reusable
elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.
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·         On March 18, DOL announced availability of up to $100 Million in National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grants
(DWGs) in response to COVID-19.  The DWGs are intended to provide eligible participants with both disaster-relief employment
and employment training services.  These participants can include dislocated workers, workers who were laid-off as a result of
the disaster, self-employed individuals who are unemployed or underemployed as a result of the disaster, and long-term
unemployed individuals.  Learn more here.

·         The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) issued a National Interest Exemption Memorandum to
further facilitate response efforts for COVID-19.  OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver from some
requirements of the laws administered by the agency.

·         The Wage and Hour Division (WHD) has developed frequently asked questions documents highlighting application of the Fair
Labor Standards Act and Family and Medical Leave Act during a public health emergency.  Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
·         The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction of

Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless shelters
(CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·         On Wednesday, March 18, Secretary Carson, in consultation with the Coronavirus Task Force, announced the suspension of all
foreclosure and evictions for single family homeowners with FHA-insured mortages for 60 days. The guidance applies to
homewoekrs with FHA-insured Title II Single Family forward and Home Equity Conversion (reverse) mortgages, and directs
mortgage servicers to:

·         Halt all new foreclosure actions and suspend all foreclosure actions currently in process; and
·         Cease all evictions of persons from FHA-insured single-family properties.

·         HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·         HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.

·         HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH)
on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department is reaching
out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·         HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·         Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address

needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including health
care.

·         Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want
to amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
·         USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize

potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

o   USDA and President Trump have been in communication with Food and Grocery Stakeholders and Executives to discuss

the impact COVID-19 has on America’s food supply chain. More here.
o   USDA announced a collaboration with the Baylor Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, McLane Global, PepsiCo, and

others to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in rural schools closed due to COVID-19. More here.
o   Businesses or groups interested in helping should email: feedingkids@usda.gov.

·         USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition
programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis.

·         The food supply chain remains strong. Critical services, including Food Safety Inspections Services (FSIS), Animal Plan Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), and Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), continue to serve the American people. More here.

·         For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
·         The Department of Veterans Affairs has implemented an aggressive public health response to protect and care for Veterans in the

face of this emerging health risk. We are working directly with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
federal partners to monitor the outbreak of the virus. These measures include outreach to Veterans and staff, clinical screening at
VA health care facilities, and protective procedures for patients admitted to community living centers and spinal cord injury
units.

·         Any Veteran with symptoms such as fever, cough or shortness of breath should immediately contact their local VA facility. You
can find the closest VA facility here. VA urges Veterans to call before visiting. Veterans can sign into My HealtheVet to send a
secure message to VA or use telehealth options to explain their condition and receive a prompt diagnosis.

·         The VA has setup a website for veterans here: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
·         Actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on public health officials by screening incoming travelers,

expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of
the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread
of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their
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mission.
·         DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or

waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with the
Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any COVID-19
cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health Officials to
develop reporting and response courses of action.

·         On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of
most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their
scheduled arrival to the United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This
does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other
individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 

·         In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens
who are from or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued
a Notice of Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families
who are returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced
entry screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

·         The Cyber & Infrastructure Security Agency issued guidance and an accompanying list intended to support State, local, and
industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the services and
functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic response.
More here.

·         The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with DHS Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 4:55 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Public Health Department 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:08 PM -06:00 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, March 25, 1 :00 PM ET) 

T H E WH ITE HOUSE 

State and Local Elected Officials -

On Wednesday, March 25, at 1:00 PM ET, please join the U.S. Surgeon General - .Jerome Adams - and Senior Administration 
Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 (coronavims). The purpose of this call is to provide State and local elected offidals v.ith up
to-date information on COVID-19 and pertinent Administration and Task Force actions. Registration instmctions are below - please 
read the RSVP instmctions in their entirety before registering. \,Ve encourage you to share this imitation v.ith your county and/ or 
munidpal colleagues as well as public health officials. If you have a particular question you would like addressed during the call, 
please flag those for our team. 

v,..r e would also like to flag a recent op-ed from Peter~ avarro, Assistant to the President for Trade and ::\fanufach 1ring Policy, on 
President Tmmp and the Administration's whole-of-government, all-of-America approach to addressing COVID-19. You can find 
that op-ed here: Corona virus - How Businesses Are Stepping Up, Collaborating with Tl•ump Administration . In 
addition, please find a Fact Sheet on actions the ,\dministration has taken to support the ~ation's small businesses and owners -
President Tl•ump Is Committed to Supporting Smull Businesses Impacted bu the Coronauirus . 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, :.Vlarch 25 
Time: 1:00 P:.VI ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: Cull-in lines are limited. Please register only if you are able to join tile cull. State and local lead e rs 
( especially stu.ff) working in tire same r,ffi.ce are encouraged to register once as a group and use on e cull-in lin e 
to maximize tile number r,fpeople wlw can join. Upon successful registration, you will receive dial-in details to 
the email address you use to register. Note tlmt multip_l e p_eop_le cannot dial-in using tire same registration 
in.formation. 

Below, please find additional information that we continue to update. It includes helpful information and videos around community 
mitigation (Up-To-Date Infonnation), resources for sharing verified and tmsted information (Local Preparedness & Response Tips), 
and an outline of important federal agency actions important to your communities (Federal AgenLy Programs & Action Oveniew). 
The V..Thite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) v.ill continue to share pertinent infonnation as it becomes available. 
Please do not hesitate to reacli out to our office directly if we can be of assis t ance. As a reminder , V..TH IGA is the primary liaison 
between the White House and the country's State and local elected offidals and Tribal Governments. 

Sincerely, 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

William F. Crozer 
Spedal Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
V..Thite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

COVID-19: Background & Additional Information 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000366



 

Background
Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps –
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy – to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response (President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force and
broader Administration have and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in
preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that the threat of serious illness to the average
American remains low. All agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our stakeholders informed. We appreciate your partnership in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response.
 

Up-To-Date Information
·       The most up-to-date information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus

Disease 2019 website (here). You are also encouraged to follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-
date information.

·       The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live ( here)
·       Community Guidance

·       The President’s Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread ( here)
·       HHS/CDC Community Framework for Mitigation ( here)
·       Guidance for families, businesses, schools and others ( here)
·       What is Social Distancing ( video)
·       CDC Print Resources and Fact Sheets ( here)

·       Informational Videos
·       President Donald J. Trump: Strong & United, We Will Prevail ( here)
·       First Lady Melania Trump: A Message from First Lady Melania Trump ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: Urgent Need – Health Americans Should Continue Donating Blood ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: How Can Millennials Stop the Spread of Coronavirus ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: Is It Still Safe to Donate Blood? ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Engage in Social Distancing? ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: How Can You Keep the Most Vulnerable Safe from Coronavirus ( here)
·       U.S. Surgeon General: Message to Young People ( here)
·       Dr. Deborah Birx: How Can Millennials Fight the Coronavirus ( here)
·       Dr. Deborah Birx: What Should Schools Do About ( here)
·       Dr. Deborah Birx: Where Can the Coronavirus Live? ( here)
·       Dr. Deborah Birx: Who Needs to be Tested for Coronavirus? ( here)
·       Dr. Deborah Birx: Protect the People Around You ( here)

 

What You Need To Know (https://www.coronavirus.gov/)
·       What You Should Know - How COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. ( here)
·       Situation Summary ( here)
·       Travel Information (here) – State Department: International Travel ( here)
·       Avoid Scams (here)
·       Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities ( here)
·       Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·       Healthcare Professionals (here)
·       Resources for Healthcare Facilities ( here)
·       Resources for Health Departments ( here)
·       Laboratories (here)
·       Communication Resources (here)
 

Local Preparedness & Response Tips
·       Response is locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. Local officials should coordinate requests through their

State Emergency Management Agencies.
·       A list of State emergency management agencies can be found here.
·       FEMA guidance on public assistance for States, local governments, tribal governments, and eligible non-profits can be

found here.
·       FEMA guidance on public assistance for tribal governments can be found here.
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·        Proactively sharing and disseminating verified and accurate  guidance and information through social media, newsletters, and
other avenues:

·       CDC Mitigation Guidance – 15 Days to Slow the Spread
·       HHS/CDC guidance for families, businesses, and schools
·       HHS/CDC Community Mitigation Framework
·       FEMA Coronavirus Rumor Control Website
·       FTC Coronavirus Scams Resource Website

·       Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information and guidance readily available.
·       Inventorying resources and proactively coordinating with State and local health authorities.
·       Reviewing and implementing local preparedness plans and strategies.
 

Agency Resources and Contact Information
Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 
·       U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ( here)
·       Centers for Medicare and Medicaid ( here)
·       Federal Trade Commission ( here)
·       U.S. Food & Drug Administration ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Education (here)
·       U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·       U.S. Small Business Administration (here)
·       U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·       U.S. Department of Homeland Security ( here)
·       U.S. Department of State ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ( here)
·       U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ( here)
·       U.S. Department of the Interior ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Energy (here)
·       U.S. Department of Commerce ( here)
·       U.S. Department of Justice (here)
·       U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development ( here)
·       U.S. Department of the Treasury ( here)
·       Office of the Director of National Intelligence ( here)
·       U.S. Election Assistance Commission ( here)
 
Contact Information – Response to COVID-19 is locally executed, stated managed, and federally supported. Local elected
officials should collaborate with and work through their local emergency management office up through the State Emergency
Management Agency, which works in collaboration with FEMA and HHS. Should particular issues arise outside of these
appropriate channels, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.
 
·       U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·       U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –  / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
·       U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)
·       U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)
·       U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)
 

Recent Announcements
 
President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to Address COVID-19 – The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread
Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect health.
The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread  can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible, avoid
gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars, restaurants, and public
food courts," President Trump stated. “With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and turn it quickly -- a lot of
progress has been made."
 
FEMA Releases Guidance On Public Assistance for States, Local Governments, and Eligible Non-Profits
The Administration continues to place its full weight and resources behind the response to COVID-19. FEMA currently has over
$500 million in available balances in the Disaster Relief Fund (DRF) Base to support all 56 States and Territories for COVID-19
response efforts, including for direct Federal assistance, temporary facilities, commodities, equipment, and emergency operation
costs. State, Territorial, Tribal, local government entities and certain private non-profit (PNP) organizations are eligible to apply for
Public Assistance. States, Tribal and Territorial governments do not need to request separate emergency declarations to receive
FEMA assistance under this nationwide declaration. The emergency declaration will reimburse for eligible emergency protective
measures taken to respond to the COVID-19 emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials under Category B ofIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000368



FEMA’s Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), or other federal agencies. More here.
 
Department of Homeland Security Releases Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers During COVID-19 Response
Functioning critical infrastructure is imperative during the response to the COVID-19 emergency for both public health and safety as
well as community well-being. Certain critical infrastructure industries have a special responsibility in these times to continue
operations. Thursday, March 19, the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency released guidance on the identification of
essential critical infrastructure workers during COVID-19 response. This guidance and accompanying list are intended to support
State, Local, and industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the
services and functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic
response. More here.
 

President Donald J. Trump Outlines Federal Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to
COVID-19
Sunday, March 22, President Donald J. trump announced federal actions to ensure that the National Guard can effectively respond to
the COVID-19 crisis. President Trump issued a memorandum providing for 100 percent federal funding through FEMA for the cost
of Governors deploying National Guard units in their States to carry out approved missions. Governors remain fully in command of
their National Guard units. The Presidential Memorandum can be found here.
 

President Trump Announces Approval of Existing Drugs to Test Treatments for Coronavirus
Thursday, March 19, President Donald J. Trump announced that the FDA is evaluating existing drugs that could serve as potential
therapeutics for coronavirus patients. The drugs will be used in a clinical trial. "We have to remove every barrier or a lot of barriers
that were unnecessary and they've done that to get the rapid deployment of safe, effective treatments and we think we have some
good answers," the President said. The FDA continues to expand its work regarding therapeutic options and has a vaccine trial
underway. More here. More here.
 
President Trump Signs Legislative Package Providing Extensive Assistance to Americans Impacted by the
Coronavirus
Wednesday, March 18, President Trump signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act , ensuring that American families and
businesses impacted by the virus receive the strong support they need (more here). The President and Administration worked
tirelessly with Congress to secure the legislative package, which includes the following:

·       Provides free coronavirus diagnostic testing for the American people, regardless of their economic circumstances or health
coverage;

·       Establishes tax credits to provide paid sick and family leave for coronavirus-related employment interruptions;
·       Incentivizes States to ease access to unemployment benefits, assisting Americans who may be unemployed due to the impact

of the virus;
·       Provides funding and flexibility for emergency nutritional aid for senior citizens, women, children, and low-income families.

 

President Trump Issues Executive Order Invoking the Defense Production Act
Wednesday, March 18, President Donald J. Trump issued an executive order invoking the Defense Production Act. Under the
Defense Production Act, the President has the authority to determine that certain supplies are essential for the national defense
during challenges like this The President’s action allows the Administration, if it becomes necessary, to order the distribution of
health and medical supplies to where they are most needed. You can find the Executive Order here.
 

President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency Declaration for COVID-19
The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of
the American people remain a top priority (President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday, March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford
Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This increases
federal support to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state, local,
tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency protective
measures such as the activation of State Emergency Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and other measures
necessary to protect public health and safety. To note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance available to
individuals.. Municipalities and counties are encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.
 
White House Announces New Partnership to Unleash U.S. Supercomputing Resources to Fight COVID-19
The White House announced the launch of the COVID-19 High Performance Computing Consortium to provide COVID-19
researchers worldwide with access to the world’s most powerful high performance computing resources that can significantly
advance the pace of scientific discovery in the fight to stop the virus. This unique public-private consortium, spearheaded by The
White House, the U.S. Department of Energy, and IBM, includes government, industry, and academic leaders who have volunteered
free compute time and resources on their machines.
 

Federal Agency Programs & Action Overview
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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
·       The Department of Health and Human Services is committed to providing as much information as possible to prepare

communities for response to COVID-19. The Department, through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories, communities, and
state and local officials for dealing with suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-date information can be
found at www.coronavirus.gov and https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

·       Guidance
·       CMS released two telehealth toolkits today to help practitioners understand the broadened access to Medicare

telehealth services so that beneficiaries can receive a wider range of services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. Under this new waiver, Medicare can pay for office, hospital, and other visits furnished via telehealth
across the country and including in patient’s places of residence starting March 6, 2020.  A range of providers, such as
doctors, nurse practitioners, clinical psychologists, and licensed clinical social workers, will be able to offer telehealth to
their patients. The toolkit for General Practitioners can be found here and for ESRD providers here.

·       CDC released interim guidance to help prevent workplace exposures to acute respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, in
non-healthcare settings. The guidance also provides planning considerations if there are more widespread, community
outbreaks of COVID-19. The guidance can be found here.

·       FDA issued a new policy that allows for expanded use of devices to monitor patients’ vital signs remotely. The devices
include those that measure body temperature, respiratory rate, heart rate and blood pressure. The guidance can be found
here.

·       CMS released recommendations to delay non-essential procedures in an effort to preserve personal protective equipment
(PPE), beds, and ventilators for facilities as well as to free up health care workers to treat patients with COVID-19. The
recommendations provide a framework for hospitals and clinicians to implement immediately to determine and identify
non-essential and elective procedures. The recommendations and guidelines can be found here

·       CDC released PPE guidance that will provide guidance in PPE shortages, particularly for long-term care facilities, dialysis,
and home health providers. The strategies include information specific to eye protection, isolation gowns, facemasks, and
N95 respirators. The information can be found here

·       CDC’s Prepare to Care for COVID-19 is a resource with practical tools clinicians can use to care for patients with COVID-
19, and will be regularly updated to help clinicians adapt as the outbreak unfolds. More information can be found here.

·       CDC released guidance for responding to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) among people experiencing unsheltered
homelessness (more here).

·       The President’s emergency declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state and local communities’ ability to respond to
the outbreak, including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules. 

·       Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies : The national emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant state
and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP
Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to
permit out-of-state providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and revalidation
requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. To date,
two states, Florida and Washington, have received approval for their waivers. For more information and to access the
toolkit, visit here.  

·       Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities :  CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These waivers provide continued access to care
for beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·       Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Guidance : CMS released updated FAQs that address issues raised by
states over the prior few days. The document includes answers to questions related to the flexibilities CMS is affording to
states in managed care, benefits, financing, 1115 demonstrations, and leveraging “1135” waivers offered as part of the
President’s declaration of a national emergency. States may submit questions to CMS through their state leads. The FAQs
can be found here.

·       Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance : As you know, nursing homes and their
residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and
prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here and all
CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.

·       Expanded Telehealth Coverage  (3/17): The Trump Administration announced expanded Medicare telehealth coverage
that will enable beneficiaries to receive a wider range of healthcare services from their doctors without having to travel to
a healthcare facility. More here.

·       Wednesday, March 12, CDC announced the imminent release of almost $600 million to support state and local authorities
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

·       The CDC has been actively working to address the need for testing across the country. You can find more information about
testing here. We encourage review of the  Updated Guidance on Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the FAQ website for laboratories  to determine best practices for testing.

·       The U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of officers to help with this response. As America’s
Health Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings, deploying
staff to support hospitals, among other important missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps activities here.

·       Part of preparedness includes a robust blood supply. The current situation around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready blood
supply, please encourage your health community members to keep their appointments to donate blood.

 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
·       The U.S. Small Business Administration has approved all states and territories for low-interest federal disaster loans for working

capital to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
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·       Any such Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance declaration issued by the SBA makes loans available statewide to small
businesses and private, non-profit organizations to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19).

·       SBA’s Office of Disaster Assistance will coordinate with the state’s or territory’s Governor to submit the request for Economic
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.

·       Once a declaration is made, the information on the application process for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance will be made
available to affected small businesses within the state.

·       These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s
impact. The interest rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%.

·       SBA offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-by-case basis, based upon each borrower’s ability to repay.

·       SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated response,
and the SBA is strongly committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response possible.

·       SBA announced the option to defer payment on previous disaster loans until December 2020.
·       For additional information, please visit the SBA disaster assistance website at SBA.gov/Disaster.
 
U.S. Department of Education (DoED)
·       The Department of Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus webpage, which includes resources for institutions of

higher education and for K-12.
·       The website includes guidance for students at institutions of higher education, and covers Coronavirus-related scenarios

that could impact students who are enrolled in study abroad programs, students who meet full-time requirements but fall
below 12 credit hours, students who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that have temporarily stopped offering
ground-based classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and foreign schools that serve Americans who receive Federal
financial aid.  Also see a letter from the Office for Civil Rights  that addresses potential discrimination associated
with coronavirus.

·       On Friday, March 20, the Department of Education announced the suspension of federal student loan payments and waiving
interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with federally held student loans will automatically have their interest rates
set to 0% for a period of at least 60 days. In addition, each of these borrowers will have the option to suspend their payments for
at least two months to allow them greater flexibility during the national emergency. More here.

·       The Department has provided additional information for families and communities including:
·       Information regarding certain flexibilities under the Every Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;” (more here)
·       Information regarding services to children with disabilities; (more here)
·       A fact sheet from the Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in schools while protecting the civil rights of

students; and a short webinar on Online Education and Website Accessibility;
·       Information on the Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,” as it pertains to K-12 and higher education

students (more here);
·       Information for Accrediting Agencies Regarding Temporary Flexibilities Provided to Coronavirus Impacted Institutions or

Accrediting Agencies (more here);
·       Guidance and resources for educating students with disabilities (more  here).

·       The Department will continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please direct education related questions to COVID-
19@ed.gov. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
·       The U.S. Department of Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and will continue to coordinate with transportation

stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal agencies to manage the risk in the United States.
·       The U.S. government’s travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These travel

requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further measures,
and plan for mitigation. This achievement took the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like number of overseas
airports, and the Civil Aviation Authority of China.

·       DOT continues to ensure: an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of Americans from affected areas; airlines are
funneling passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S. airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning from
affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic between the US and China; health protocols are established to protect the crews
of aircraft continuing to fly between the US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health messages about the virus, for
airlines to use to inform their passengers.

·       External Stakeholder outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes of transportation in DOT. DOT has already
hosted calls with stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface transportation,
maritime, and labor.

·       On March 13, USDOT issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-of-service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle
drivers transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine commercial
deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not related to emergency
needs.  Effective immediately, the declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the emergency or until 11:59 P.M. (ET),
April 11, 2020, whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
·       The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning guidance for employers to

implement engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes – employers and workers should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels in
workplace settings and to determine any appropriate control measures to implement.

·       DOL announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in administering their unemployment (UI) programs to
assist Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states to
amend their laws to provide UI benefits in multiple scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

·       On March 14, DOL issued new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-testing in healthcare during the COVID-19
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outbreak. The temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory protection.
OSHA recommends that employers supply healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients with known or suspected
coronavirus with other respirators that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or N100 filtering facepieces, reusable
elastomeric respirators with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air purifying respirators. Learn more here.

·       On March 18, DOL announced availability of up to $100 Million in National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker Grants
(DWGs) in response to COVID-19.  The DWGs are intended to provide eligible participants with both disaster-relief employment
and employment training services.  These participants can include dislocated workers, workers who were laid-off as a result of
the disaster, self-employed individuals who are unemployed or underemployed as a result of the disaster, and long-term
unemployed individuals.  Learn more here.

·       The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) issued a National Interest Exemption Memorandum to
further facilitate response efforts for COVID-19.  OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver from some
requirements of the laws administered by the agency.

·       The Wage and Hour Division (WHD) has developed frequently asked questions documents highlighting application of the Fair
Labor Standards Act and Family and Medical Leave Act during a public health emergency.  Learn more here.

 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
·       The health and well-being of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben Carson’s highest priority. At the direction of

Secretary Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless shelters
(CoC). This includes specific documents addressing preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More here.

·       On Wednesday, March 18, Secretary Carson, in consultation with the Coronavirus Task Force, announced the suspension of all
foreclosure and evictions for single family homeowners with FHA-insured mortages for 60 days. The guidance applies to
homewoekrs with FHA-insured Title II Single Family forward and Home Equity Conversion (reverse) mortgages, and directs
mortgage servicers to:

·       Halt all new foreclosure actions and suspend all foreclosure actions currently in process; and
·       Cease all evictions of persons from FHA-insured single-family properties.

·       HUD has sent communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless resources: Infectious
Disease Preparedness Among Homeless Assistance Providers.

·       HUD released a quick guide to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease response. Grantees should coordinate with
local health authorities before undertaking any activity to support State or local pandemic response. The guide can be found
here.

·       HUD is coordinating with the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH)
on messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department is reaching
out to Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) for future coordination.

·       HUD has plenty of resources for your communities including: 
·       Communities can use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care Program funds to help address

needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion of CDBG funds are also available for public services, including health
care.

·       Technical Assistance is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if requested.  Additionally, communities that want to
amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD representative if they need assistance.

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
·       USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal service during school closures to minimize

potential exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must be
served in a group setting. However, in a public health emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the group setting
meal requirement, which is vital during a social distancing situation.

·       USDA and President Trump have been in communication with Food and Grocery Stakeholders and Executives to discuss

the impact COVID-19 has on America’s food supply chain. More here.

·       USDA announced a collaboration with the Baylor Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, McLane Global, PepsiCo, and
others to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in rural schools closed due to COVID-19. More here.

·       Businesses or groups interested in helping should email: feedingkids@usda.gov.
·       USDA intends to use all available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve program participants across our 15 nutrition

programs. USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis.

·       The food supply chain remains strong. Critical services, including Food Safety Inspections Services (FSIS), Animal Plan Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), and Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), continue to serve the American people. More here.

·       For more information about the coronavirus response across USDA, please visit : www.usda.gov/coronavirus.
 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
·       The Department of Veterans Affairs has implemented an aggressive public health response to protect and care for Veterans in the

face of this emerging health risk. We are working directly with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
federal partners to monitor the outbreak of the virus. These measures include outreach to Veterans and staff, clinical screening at
VA health care facilities, and protective procedures for patients admitted to community living centers and spinal cord injury
units.

·       Any Veteran with symptoms such as fever, cough or shortness of breath should immediately contact their local VA facility. You
can find the closest VA facility here. VA urges Veterans to call before visiting. Veterans can sign into My HealtheVet to send a
secure message to VA or use telehealth options to explain their condition and receive a prompt diagnosis.

·       On March 22, the VA announced Veterans’ GI Bill benefits will continue during COVID-19 pandemic.
·       The VA has setup a website for veterans here: https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
·       Actions by DHS and the administration are decreasing the strain on public health officials by screening incoming travelers,

expediting the processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of
the American people. It is important to recognize, that while there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the spread
of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS are continuing to perform their regular duties with no impact on their
mission.

·       DHS is working to recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or
waterways who may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with the
Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for any COVID-19
cases identified along the South West Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and local Public Health Officials to
develop reporting and response courses of action.

·       On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of
most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the 14 days prior to their
scheduled arrival to the United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area, include: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This
does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other
individuals who are identified in the proclamation. 

·       In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens
who are from or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries, the Department of Homeland Security issued
a Notice of Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate families
who are returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced
entry screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

·       On March 21, President Trump announced agreements with both Canada and Mexico to limit all non-essential travel
across borders. More information is here.

·       The Cyber & Infrastructure Security Agency issued guidance and an accompanying list intended to support State, local, and
industry partners in identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the services and
functions Americans depend on daily and that need to be able to operate resiliently during the COVID-19 pandemic response.
More here.

·       The Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National Biosurveillance Integration Center and the
Chief Medical Officer, has maintained close coordination with DHS Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government response actions.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:09 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Christopher Shields
<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Public Health Department 

Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:12 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Public Health Department 

What are planning to deliver?

If this is a Federal DSNS delivery that is a different location than our city site or business site.

Any idea what they want to ship?

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: 3/23/20 6:09 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: "'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO'" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>, Christopher Shields

<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:26 PM -06:00 
To: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Public Health Department 

+Joanna

 

Is there a good number that she can reach you?

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:12 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

What are planning to deliver?

 

If this is a Federal DSNS delivery that is a different location than our city site or business site.

 

Any idea what they want to ship?

 

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 

 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: 3/23/20 6:09 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: "'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO'" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>, Christopher Shields

<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:28 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Public Health Department 

She has made contact 1815pm CST, follow-on scheduled to finalize tomorrow

Christopher

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Date: 3/23/20 6:26 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO" <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

+Joanna

 

Is there a good number that she can reach you?

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:12 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

What are planning to deliver?

 

If this is a Federal DSNS delivery that is a different location than our city site or business site.

 

Any idea what they want to ship?

 

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 

 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: 3/23/20 6:09 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: "'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO'" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>, Christopher Shields

<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604
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William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:29 PM -06:00 
To: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Public Health Department 

Thank you.

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:29 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

She has made contact 1815pm CST, follow-on scheduled to finalize tomorrow

 

Christopher

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 

 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Date: 3/23/20 6:26 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO" <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
+Joanna

 

Is there a good number that she can reach you?

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:12 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

What are planning to deliver?

 

If this is a Federal DSNS delivery that is a different location than our city site or business site.

 

Any idea what they want to ship?

 

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 

 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: 3/23/20 6:09 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: "'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO'" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>, Christopher Shields

<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department? IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000379



 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:56 AM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Public Health Department 

Hey all,

Many thanks! Waiting for the make / model of all n-95 masks from General Dynamics to get the right address for where to

send them.

Thank you!!

Best,

Joanna 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 23, 2020, at 7:29 PM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Thank you.

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:29 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

She has made contact 1815pm CST, follow-on scheduled to finalize tomorrow

 

Christopher

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 

 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Date: 3/23/20 6:26 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "Miller, Joanna R. EOP/WHO" <Joanna.R.Miller3@who.eop.gov>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
+Joanna

 

Is there a good number that she can reach you?

 

From: Christopher Shields <Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 7:12 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Public Health Department

 

What are planning to deliver?

 

If this is a Federal DSNS delivery that is a different location than our city site or business site.

 

Any idea what they want to ship?

 

 

 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

 
IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000381



 

 

-------- Original message --------

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: 3/23/20 6:09 PM (GMT-06:00)

To: "'Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO'" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>, Christopher Shields

<Christopher.Shields@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Public Health Department

 
Adding Chris Shields from CDPH here to confirm.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:56 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Public Health Department

 

Maurice – what is the shipping address of the Chicago Public Health Department?

 

Is this it?

 

333 S. State Street

Room 200

Chicago, IL 60604

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally

privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for

delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please

respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout

thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000382



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

From: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 11:38 AM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: eve.otoole@hklaw.com <eve.otoole@hklaw.com> 
Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the Washington

Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action in the face of federal

inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We only have

the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone else on your

team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)" <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>,

"breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa

Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov"

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000383



This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 11:53 AM -06:00 
To: MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx" 

 

 

From: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:38 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: eve.otoole@hklaw.com

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the Washington

Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action in the face of federal

inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We only have

the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone else on your

team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)" <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>,

"breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa

Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov"

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

I 
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Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

From: Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:50 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan
Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx","ATT00001.htm" 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

I 
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Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000394
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000397



Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:50 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan
Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx","ATT00001.htm" 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

I 
IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000399



 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000400
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000403



Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:55 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Thanks for sharing. 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000406



From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:08 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>;
Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000407



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000408



From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:09 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Will do. 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields
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<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:15 PM -06:00 
To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Let me know how i can help here too

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 
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Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:18 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice
Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Already on it. I

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.
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Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:42 PM -06:00 
To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 
CC: eve.otoole@hklaw.com <eve.otoole@hklaw.com> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

Eddie,

 

This is the correct final letter (though I saved it in PDF to be safe).

 

MC

 

From: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:38 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: eve.otoole@hklaw.com

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the Washington

Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action in the face of federal

inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We only have

the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone else on your

team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)" <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>,

"breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa

Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov"

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice

<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

I 
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Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:55 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be difficult, but it seems that the attachment didn’t come through. Could I ask that you re-send?

 

-Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:43 PM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'eve.otoole@hklaw.com' <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Eddie,

 

This is the correct final letter (though I saved it in PDF to be safe).

 

MC

 

From: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 12:38 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: eve.otoole@hklaw.com 

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the Washington

Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action in the face of federal

inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We only have

the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone else on your

team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)" <darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>,

"breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa

Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov"

<stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan

<Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison <Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady

<Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL <MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard GuidiceIL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000417
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<Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee <Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L.

EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Agreed!

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Already on it.

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice, IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000419



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000420



From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:27 PM -06:00 
To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice
Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis
<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

+ Taylor for scheduling. 

Spoke to Pratt about this. He's on board would need 20-30min no less than 20 -- ideally tomorrow or Thursday. 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:15 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Agreed!

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Already on it.

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000421



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter 

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000422



Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:01 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis
<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

This could work this week if we want to repurpose one of our video recording times. Otherwise, we are really don’t have extra time.

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:27 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis

<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

+ Taylor for scheduling. 

 

Spoke to Pratt about this. He's on board would need 20-30min no less than 20 -- ideally tomorrow or Thursday. Let me know

if we can accommodate -- 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:15 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Agreed!

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Already on it. 

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000424



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000425



 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:27 PM -06:00 
To: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman
<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley
<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter 

I’m good with this story and approach

 

From: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:01 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter

 

This could work this week if we want to repurpose one of our video recording times. Otherwise, we are really don’t have extra time.

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:27 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis

<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

+ Taylor for scheduling. 

 

Spoke to Pratt about this. He's on board would need 20-30min no less than 20 -- ideally tomorrow or Thursday. Let me know

if we can accommodate --

. 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:15 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Agreed!

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Already on it.

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000427



 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000428



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal

response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a

separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and

may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-

mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby

notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000429



From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:06 PM -06:00 
To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen
<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

I have the Wapo contact info. Who might be able to provide me with some specifics on MLL’s relationships with the mayor’s

organizations?

 

Thanks-

Megan

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>, Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice

Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter
 

Already on it. 

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000430



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000431



From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:18 PM -06:00 
To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice
Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph
<Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter 

Adding Kelsey here who has lead on these efforts. 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:06 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 
I have the Wapo contact info. Who might be able to provide me with some specifics on MLL’s relationships with the mayor’s

organizations?

 

Thanks-

Megan

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>, Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice

Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter
 

Already on it.

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000432



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000433



This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000434



From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:44 PM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: Novel coronavirus letter 

I'm just trying to get a little background on MLL's role in the mayors' orgs so that I might seem to know what I'm talking about

when I call this reporter. 

Also, I never heard from Crowley today. Do you think that I should just try to talk with Lauren? 

 

I'm here when you get a sec. 

Megan

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:18 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph

<Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Adding Kelsey here who has lead on these efforts. 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:06 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 
I have the Wapo contact info. Who might be able to provide me with some specifics on MLL’s relationships with the mayor’s

organizations?

 

Thanks-

Megan

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>, Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>, Maurice

Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>, Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter
 

Already on it. 

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000435



From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael

Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads up that the

Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities deciding to take action

in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our records? We

only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is someone

else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd, Sean (MYR)"

<sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>, Samantha Fields

<Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln"

<lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha

Talbot <TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000436



 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

 
William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the federal response to the

novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the President a separate hard copy of this letter

later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy

of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000437



From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 1:20 PM -06:00 
To: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 4:27:09 PM CDT

To: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman

<Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>, Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>, Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE:  Novel coronavirus letter 

I’m good with this story and approach

 

From: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:01 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis

<Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley

<Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Novel coronavirus letter

 

This could work this week if we want to repurpose one of our video recording times. Otherwise, we are really don’t have

extra time.

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:27 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice

Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Taylor Lewis

<Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

+ Taylor for scheduling. 

 

Spoke to Pratt about this. He's on board would need 20-30min no less than 20 -- ideally tomorrow or Thursday.

Let me know if we can accommodate -- 

 

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:15 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Agreed!

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice

Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Already on it.

 

Flagging that Fran has been asking for her time so we’ll just need to be ready.

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:15:43 PM

To: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen

<Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter
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Let me know how i can help here too

 

From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:09 PM

To: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>; Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren

Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Will do. 

 

From: Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:08 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>;

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>; Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Megan, do you want to reach out Eddie below -- to get the contact info of the WAPO reporter?

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>; Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>;

Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org>; Anel Ruiz <Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>

Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT

To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>

Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,

 

I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a heads

up that the Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on localities

deciding to take action in the face of federal inaction.

 

Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for our

records? We only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to know.

 

Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there is

someone else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.

 

Best,

Eddie

-------------------------------------------

Edward McCaffrey 

Manager, State and Federal Affairs

Office of Mayor London N. Breed

City and County of San Francisco

 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 

Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM

To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 

Begin forwarded message:
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"

<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd,

Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>,

Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"

<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>,

"stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot

<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison

<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee

<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"

<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>,

Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz

<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,

 

Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding the

federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you and the

President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.

 

Best regards,

 

Maurice Classen

Chief of Staff

Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot

Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named

herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the

intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the

intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or

copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete

the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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From: Megan Vidis <Megan.Vidis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 1:50 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: WashPo Deadline: Novel coronavirus letter 
Attachment(s): "Mayors' Letter Novel Coronavirus 2.6.20 FINAL_.docx","ATT00001.htm" 

Maurice:
 
Who could provide some background to me and the WashPo reporter on why we drafted this letter? She would like
to interview MLL about it. 

Thank you.
Megan

 

From: Maurice Classen 

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:50 PM

To: Lauren Huffman; Michael Crowley; Megan Vidis; Anel Ruiz

Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter

 
 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McCaffrey, Edward (MYR)" <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>
Date: March 24, 2020 at 12:38:07 PM CDT
To: "Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org" <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>
Cc: "eve.otoole@hklaw.com" <eve.otoole@hklaw.com>
Subject: FW: Novel coronavirus letter

Hi Maurice,
 
I’m sorry to be emailing with all our offices have going on at the moment, but we wanted to give you a
heads up that the Washington Post reached out regarding the attached letter, as their doing an article on
localities deciding to take action in the face of federal inaction.
 
Secondly, with regard to the attached letter, do you or someone on your team have the final version for
our records? We only have the attached version. If that is the final version, that is fine, just wanted to
know.
 
Thanks for everything you and Mayor Lightfoot are doing to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. And if there
is someone else on your team that can assist, I’d be happy to speak with them in more detail.
 
Best,
Eddie
-------------------------------------------
Edward McCaffrey 
Manager, State and Federal Affairs
Office of Mayor London N. Breed
City and County of San Francisco
 

From: Elsbernd, Sean (MYR) 
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:14 AM
To: McCaffrey, Edward (MYR) <edward.mccaffrey@sfgov.org>;
Subject: Fwd: Novel coronavirus letter
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>
Date: February 6, 2020 at 11:12:37 AM PST
To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
Cc: "Darcie Johnston - Health and Human Services (darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)"
<darcie.johnston@hhs.gov>, "breelyn.pete@lacity.org" <breelyn.pete@lacity.org>, "Elsbernd,
Sean (MYR)" <sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org>, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>,
Samantha Fields <Samantha.Fields@cityofchicago.org>, "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Restler, Lincoln" <lrestler@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"stephanie.formas@seattle.gov" <stephanie.formas@seattle.gov>, Samantha Talbot
<TalbotS@detroitmi.gov>, Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org>, Sybil Madison
<Sybil.Madison@cityofchicago.org>, Allison Arwady <Allison.Arwady@cityofchicago.org>, MLL
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted

sources.

<MLL@cityofchicago.org>, Richard Guidice <Richard.Guidice@cityofchicago.org>, Jamie Rhee
<Jamie.Rhee1@cityofchicago.org>, "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"
<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Butler, Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD" <jcb3@cdc.gov>,
Michael Crowley <Michael.Crowley@cityofchicago.org>, Anel Ruiz
<Anel.Ruiz@cityofchicago.org>, Lauren Huffman <Lauren.Huffman@cityofchicago.org>
Subject: Novel coronavirus letter

 

William,
 
Attached to this message please find a letter to the President from six U.S. mayors regarding
the federal response to the novel coronavirus and cooperation with our cities. I will send you
and the President a separate hard copy of this letter later today.
 
Best regards,
 
Maurice Classen
Chief of Staff
Office of Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
Maurice.classen@cityofchicago.org

 
 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the
intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or
copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.

I 
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February 6, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

As mayors of the cities most affected by the January 31st novel coronavirus federal 
announcements regarding airport screening, monitoring, and quarantine of travelers, we 
write to express our continued concerns, encourage enhanced coordination among 
federal agencies, and request a written commitment to provide federal resources to 
support our local responses.  

We recognize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that new information about the 
virus’ spread requires urgent and frequent reevaluation of decisions at the federal level. 
We also appreciate that agencies at all levels of government are devoting their best 
people and resources to this response.  

Our jurisdictions have been devoting significant resources to this response from the start. 
We are all in this together and we stand ready to ramp up our response to support public 
health and safety.

To strengthen our collaboration, we are writing to request:

1. Clear written assurances that federal funding will be made available to cover 
and reimburse local response activities. We need better guarantees, in writing, that 
emergency federal resources will be made available to cover the extraordinary costs 
we are already incurring, and which will increase dramatically with the recent 
announcements of the new federal posture. We also need details on how those 
resources will be allocated and distributed. We appreciate the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ signal that they may need to transfer funding for response 
purposes, we believe this is insufficient. Specifically, we look to partner with you and 
with Congress to provide emergency funding to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus domestically and internationally, including treatment and related costs of 
carrying out the quarantine directive.

2. Improved federal coordination, alignment of communication and clear signals 
that federal decisions are being made based on public health expertise and the 
best available science. To ensure public confidence, major federal decisions around 
novel pathogens must be driven by public health experts and framed using public 
health evidence, with enough pre-planning to allow both clear, consistent messaging 
and written communication of plans and guidance. As we have individually and 
collectively expressed, inconsistent and contradictory communications and directives 
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within the same federal partners, as well as among federal partners has made 
responding extremely difficult. The federal government must act with one voice.

3. More clarity on federal, state, and local roles and responsibilities. We all 
recognize the need to work in partnership at all levels of government, but we need 
additional details in writing in the form of a cogent, clear federal operations plan, which 
defines the expectations for local government support. 

4. Appropriate federal responsibility for federal decisions. As many jurisdictions lack 
capacity at a local level to practically implement a quarantine, our hope is that, if 
requested by the jurisdiction, federal orders are used to carry out this federal decision, 
and federal resources then be used to quarantine individuals. Further, federal 
agencies responsible for quarantine, including the Department of Defense (DOD) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), must be capable and willing to 
support the needs of all related quarantine cases -- including those deemed “high risk.” 

5. More collaboration with state and local jurisdictions allowing for flexibility on 
logistics of implementing federal decisions. It is critical that the federal government 
collaborate with local and state jurisdictions and support our resource requests for 
implementation. Most logistical decisions should be left to the implementing 
jurisdictions, particularly where scientific evidence is lacking and federal resources are 
not immediately available.

6. Approval of and resources for remote Customs and Border Protection 
inspection and processing facilities. By allowing for remote Customs and Border 
Protection inspection and processing facilities, airports can facilitate enhanced 
screening and maintain normal FIS operations, while treating arriving passengers with 
dignity and respect.

We worry about diverting health care resources at the height of influenza season, when 
our hospitals are already at peak capacity. We are concerned about our public health 
system’s capacity to implement these measures, recognizing they may inadvertently 
distract us from our ongoing tried-and-true efforts to isolate confirmed cases and closely 
monitor their contacts. We also worry about the potential to again overwhelm laboratory 
capacity, recognizing that national capacity has not been adequate to quickly test our 
highest-risk individuals.  

We know that our federal partners share these concerns and trust that these federal 
decisions are being driven by the best public health science.  

We are all in this together. Let’s coordinate better so that we can inspire confidence in 
those we serve. We look forward to your response so that we can all be better prepared 
to respond to this and future emergencies.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
City of Chicago

Mayor Michael Duggan
City of Detroit

Mayor Eric Garcetti
City of Los Angeles

Mayor Bill de Blasio
City of New York

Mayor London Breed
City of San Francisco

Mayor Jenny Durkan
City of Seattle
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 2:42 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>; Anne Sheahan <Anne.Sheahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Notification of a Major Disaster Declaration for the State of Illinois (FEMA-4489-DR-IL) 
Attachment(s): "image002.png","ATT00001.htm","image001.png","ATT00002.htm","Fact Sheet - Public Assistance
Updated Oct 2019.pdf","ATT00003.htm","COVID-19 Eligible Emergency Protective Measures Fact Sheet (FINAL)
(3.19.20).pdf","ATT00004.htm","IL 4489 FS.docx","ATT00005.htm","Fact Sheet - Individual Assistance.pdf","ATT00006.htm"

Making sure you got this w more info

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kagan, Rebecca" <rkagan@cityhall.nyc.gov>

Date: March 26, 2020 at 4:31:54 PM EDT

To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Fwd:  Notification of a Major Disaster Declaration for the State of Illinois (FEMA-4489-DR-IL) 

They sent me this in error. But maybe of interest to you!

Rebecca Kagan Sternhell

Director

New York City Office of Federal Affairs 

601 New Jersey Ave, NW Suite 410

Washington DC

Desk: 202.624.5906

Cell:

 

Please note that email communications may be subject to New York City and State FOIL requirements

From: FEMA-IGA <FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov>

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 4:05:14 PM

To: William Kirkland <William.H.Kirkland@ovp.eop.gov>; Crozer, William (who.eop.gov)

<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>; SHORT, CHERIE <CHERIE.SHORT@hq.dhs.gov>; Harper, Jay

<jay.harper@fema.dhs.gov>; Pat.Collier@illinois.gov <Pat.Collier@illinois.gov>

Cc: FEMA-IGA <FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov>; Greff, Stacie <Stacie.Greff@fema.dhs.gov>

Subject: FW: Notification of a Major Disaster Declaration for the State of Illinois (FEMA-4489-DR-IL)

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS

 

FEDERAL DISASTER DECLARATION FACT SHEET

 

MARCH 26, 2020

 

Today, March 26, 2020, President Donald J. Trump granted a Major Disaster Declaration for the State of Illinois triggering

the release of Federal funds to help people and communities recover from COVID-19 that occurred January 20, 2020, and

continuing.  Details of the disaster declaration and assistance programs are as follows:

 

Declaration Number:                                                              FEMA-4489-DR

 

Incident:                                                                                  COVID-19

                                                     

Incident Period:                                                                      January 20, 2020, and continuing

 

Federal Coordinating Officer:                                                Steven W. Johnson

                                                                                                National FCO Program

 

Individual Assistance (IA):                                                       (Assistance to individuals and households):

 

IA-Designated Areas:                                                                Individual Assistance limited to the Crisis

Counseling Program in all areas in the State of Illinois.

 

Public Assistance (PA):                                                          (Assistance for emergency work and the repair or replacement

of disaster-damaged facilities):

 

PA-Designated Areas:                                                                Emergency protective measures (Category B)IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000447



not authorized under other Federal statutes, including direct federal assistance, under the Public Assistance

program at 75 percent federal

funding for all areas in the State of Illinois.

 

OTHER:                                                                                      Additional designations may be made at a later date if

requested by the State and warranted by the results of further

assessments.

 

For your reference, I have attached fact sheets on the Individual Assistance and Public Assistance programs.

 

If you have any questions, please contact FEMA’s Office of External Affairs, Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs

Division at (202) 646-3444.

 

Respectfully,
 

Jacob Spell

Intergovernmental Affairs Specialist | Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs Division | Office of External Affairs

Mobile: 

jacob.spell@fema.dhs.gov

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency

fema.gov
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FACT SHEET 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: 

Eligible Emergency Protective Measures 

Consistent with the President’s national emergency declaration for the coronavirus (COVID-

19) pandemic on March 13, 2020, FEMA urges officials to, without delay, take appropriate 

actions that are necessary to protect public health and safety pursuant to public health 

guidance and conditions and capabilities in their jurisdictions.  FEMA provides the following 

guidance on the types of emergency protective measures that may be eligible under 

FEMA’s Public Assistance Program in accordance with the COVID-19 Emergency 

Declaration in order to ensure that resource constraints do not inhibit efforts to respond to 

this unprecedented disaster.  

FEMA Public Assistance Program 

In accordance with section 502 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 

5121-5207 (the “Stafford Act”), eligible emergency protective measures taken to respond to the COVID-19 

emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials may be reimbursed under Category B of FEMA’s 

Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), or other federal agencies.  

State, territorial, tribal, and local government entities and certain private non-profit organizations are eligible to 

apply for Public Assistance. FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent federal cost share. This assistance will 

require execution of a FEMA-State/Tribal/Territory Agreement, as appropriate, and execution of an applicable 

emergency plan. Local governments and other eligible PA applicants will apply through their respective state, tribal 

or territorial jurisdictions.  

Eligible Assistance 

Under the COVID-19 Emergency Declaration described above, FEMA may provide assistance for emergency 

protective measures including, but not limited to, the following, if not funded by the HHS/CDC or other federal 

agency. While some activities listed may be eligible for funding through HHS/CDC, final reimbursement 

determinations will be coordinated by HHS and FEMA.  FEMA will not duplicate any assistance provided by 

HHS/CDC): 

 Management, control and reduction of immediate threats to public health and safety: 

o Emergency Operation Center costs 

FEMA 
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o Training specific to the declared event 

o Disinfection of eligible public facilities 

o Technical assistance to state, tribal, territorial or local governments on emergency management and 

control of immediate threats to public health and safety 

 Emergency medical care:  

o Non‐deferrable medical treatment of infected persons in a shelter or temporary medical facility 

o Related medical facility services and supplies 

o Temporary medical facilities and/or enhanced medical/hospital capacity (for treatment when existing 

facilities are reasonably forecasted to become overloaded in the near term and cannot accommodate 

the patient load or to quarantine potentially infected persons) 

o Use of specialized medical equipment 

o Medical waste disposal 

o Emergency medical transport 

 Medical sheltering (e.g. when existing facilities are reasonably forecasted to become overloaded in the near 

future and cannot accommodate needs) 

o All sheltering must be conducted in accordance with standards and/or guidance approved by HHS/CDC 

and must be implemented in a manner that incorporates social distancing measures 

o Non‐congregate medical sheltering is subject to prior approval by FEMA and is limited to that which is 

reasonable and necessary to address the public health needs of the event, is pursuant to the direction of 

appropriate public health officials and does not extend beyond the duration of the Public Health 

Emergency 

 Household pet sheltering and containment actions related to household pets in accordance with CDC 

guidelines 

 Purchase and distribution of food, water, ice, medicine, and other consumable supplies, to include personal 

protective equipment and hazardous material suits 

 Movement of supplies and persons  

 Security and law enforcement 

 Communications of general health and safety information to the public 

 Search and rescue to locate and recover members of the population requiring assistance  

 Reimbursement for state, tribe, territory and/or local government force account overtime costs 

More Information 

Further information about eligible emergency protective measures can be found in the Public Assistance Program 

and Policy Guide, FP 104-009-2 (April 2018). 

For more information, visit the following federal government websites: 
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• Coronavirus (COVID-19) (CDC) 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
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Individual Assistance Program 

When a state, tenitorial, or tribal government (STTL) determines an incident exceeds their 
capability to respond, the Governor or Tribal Chief Executive may request a declaration from 
the President through FEMA. The President may provide federal assistance when the magnitude 
or threat of an incident exceeds the affected state, territorial, tribal, or local government's 
capability to respond or recover. For FEMA to provide supplemental federal assistance, the 
President must declare that an emergency or major disaster exists. 

The Individual Assistance mission ensures disaster survivors have timely access to a full range of 
authorized programs and services to maximize recovery through partnered coordination of STTL 
governments, as well as other federal agencies, non-governmental organizations and the private 
sector. 

Individual Assistance Programs 

FEMA assists individuals and households through the coordination and delivery of Individual 
Assistance programs including: 

• Mass Care and Emergency Assistance (MC/EA): Mass Care is composed of seven 
services known as activities: sheltering; feeding; distribution of emergency supplies; support 
for individuals with disabilities and others with access and functional needs; reunification 
services for adults and children; support for household pets, service, and assistance animals; 
and mass evacuee support. In addition to the seven aforementioned activities, MC/EA also 
supports the National Mass Care Exercise (NMCE) training program and offers partnerships 
through the following programs: Blue Roof Program and Transitional Sheltering Assistance 
(fSA). 

• Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training Program (CCP): CCP provides eligible 
STTLs governments, and non-governmental organizations with supplemental funding to 
assist disaster-impacted individuals and communities in recovering from the major disasters 
through the provision of community-based outreach and psycho-educational services. The 
goal is to aid survivors in recovering from the adverse reactions to disasters and to begin to 
rebuild their lives. 

• Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA): DUA provides unemployment benefits and 
re-employment assistance services to eligible survivors affected by a Presidentially-declared 
major disaster. These services are under the responsibility of the U.S. Department of Labor 
and administered by the state, tenitorial, tribal, and local government emergency 
management officials of the affected area(s). DUA is only available to those eligible 
survivors who are not eligible for regular state unemployment insurance (UI). 

• Disaster Legal Services (DIS); DLS provides legal aid to survivors affected by a 
Presidentially-declared major disaster through an agreement with the Young Lawyers 
Division (YLD) of the American Bar Association. DLS is put into effect during 
Presidentially-declared disasters and is available to survivors who qualify as low-income. IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000452



Federal Emergency Management Agency 

• Disaster Case Mapagemept fDC]\f); DCM is a time-limited process that promotes 
partnership between a case manager and a disaster survivor in order to assess and address a 
survivor's verified disaster-caused unmet needs through a disaster recovery plan. This 
disaster recovery plan includes resources, decision-making priorities, providing guidance 
and tools to assist disaster survivors. 

• Ipdiyiduals apd Households Program Uttfl; IHP Assistance provides financial 
assistance and direct services to eligible individuals and households who have uninsured or 
underinsured necessary expenses and serious needs. IHP Assistance is not a substitute for 
insurance and cannot compensate for all losses caused by a disaster; it is intended to meet 
basic needs and supplement disaster recovery efforts. IHP Assistance is not considered 
income or a resource when determining eligibility for welfare, income assistance, or income
tested benefit programs that the federal government funds, such as Social Security benefits 
or disability income. IHP Assistance is also exempt from garnishment or seizure, but this 
exception does not apply to FEMA recovering assistance received in error or fraud. 

Individual Assistance Service Delivery Channels 

FEMA offers disaster survivors multiple options to access Individual Assistance. Survivors 
may receive information and services through: 

• Ipterpet or Smartphope Applicatiop: Disaster survivors may apply for IHP Assistance 
or check their application status online at www.disasterassistance.gov. Disaster survivors 
may also access FEMA via smartphone by downloading the application from_ 
www.fema.gov or through their mobile provider's application store. 

• FEMA Toll-Free Helplipe: Disaster survivors may call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-3362 
to register for assistance or check their application status. Disaster survivors who are deaf, 
hard of hearing, or have a speech disability and use a Text Telephone (TTY) may call 800-
462-7585. Disaster survivors who use 711 or VRS (Video Relay Service), may call 800-
621-3362. 

• Disaster Recovery Cepters CDRCs}: Disaster survivors may apply for assistance in person 
at DRCs in or near their communities. DRCs are usually opened quickly after a disaster for 
a limited period of time. They are accessible and equipped to accommodate disaster 
survivors who need disability- related communication aids. FEMA staff can assist with 
completing registrations or checking their application status. FEMA coordinates with the 
state, territorial, tribal, or local government to establish DRC locations. 

• Disaster Survivor Assistapce (DSA) Teams: FEMA may send staff into the affected 
communities to help disaster survivors apply for IHP assistance. FEMA may also 
coordinate with the state, territorial, tribal, or local government to send staff into emergency 
shelters to assist survivors. FEMA staff are equipped with computers or similar devices to 
assist survivors with registering for IHP Assistance or provide them referrals to other 
resources. 

Because FEMA's programs are not designed to make a survivor whole, we encourage a whole 
community approach to disaster recovery by engaging the full capacity of non-governmental 
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Federal Emergency Management Agency 

organizations and the private sector, including businesses, faith-based and disability 
organizations, and the general public, in conjunction with the participation of state, territorial, 
tribal, or local government, as well as other federal agency partners. 

FElYfA 's Mission: Helping people before, during, and after disasters. 

April 2019 
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~ FEMA 
~ I 

Publ:ic Assistance 

Overview 

Fact Sh,eet 

Public Assistance (PA) is FEMA' s largest grant program providing funds to assist communities responding to 
and recovering from major disasters or emergencies declared by the President. The program provides funding for 
emergency assistance to save lives and protect property, and assists with funding for permanently restoring 
community infrastructure affected by a federally declared incident. 

Eligible Applicants 

Eligible applicants include states, federally recognized tribal governments (including Alaska Native villages and 
organizations so long as they are not privately owned), U.S. territories, local governments, and certain private 
non-profit (PNP) organizations. 

PNPs must have "an effective ruling letter from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, granting tax exemption under 
sections 50l(c), (d), or (e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or satisfactory evidence from the State that the 
nonrevenue producing organization or entity is a nonprofit one organized or doing business under State law." 1 

Additionally, for a PNP operated facility to be eligible, the PNP must demonstrate the facility provides a critical 
service or provides a non-critical, but essential government service and is open to the general public. A facility 
that provides a critical service is defined as one used for an educational, utility, emergency, or medical purpose. 2 

Project Categories 
FEMA processes PA grant funding according to the type of work the applicant undertakes. Eligible work must be 
required as a result of the declared incident, be located in the designated area, be the legal responsibility of the 
applicant, and be undertaken at a reasonable cost. 

Eligible work is classified into the following categories: 

Emergency Work 
Category A: Debris removal 
Category B: Emergency protective measures 

Permanent Work 
Category C: Roads and btidges 
Category D: Water control facilities 
Category E: Public buildings and contents 
Category F: Public utilities 
Category G: Parks, recreational, and other facilities 

Federal funding guidelines for each of these categories are listed in the Public Assistance Program and Policy 
Guide, which is located online at fema.gov/public-assistance-policy-and-guidance . 

Application Process 
After a federal declaration, the recipient (i.e. state, tribe, or territory) conducts Applicant Briefings to inform 
potential applicants (i.e. state, local, tribal, territorial, andPNP officials) ofthe assistance available and how to 
apply. Applicants must then file a Re quest for Public Assistance within 3 0 days of the date their respective area 
is designated by the federal declaration. 

Following the approved request, FEMA and the applicants will conduct additional meetings to discuss disaster 
damage and project formulation. Applicants must identify and report damages to FEMA within the 60-day 
regulatory time frame. FEMA, the recipient , or the applicant will then prepare project worksheets for eligible 
work and eligible facilities based on actual or estimated project costs. 

1 44 CFR 206.221(£) 
2 Stafford Act § 406(a)(3)(B), 42 U .S.C. § 5172, and 44 CFR §206.221( e) 
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Grant Administration 

The federal share of assistance will not be less than 75 percent of the eligible cost for emergency measures and 
permanent restoration. The recipient determines how the non-federal share of 25 percent will be dispersed to its 
applicants. 

Recipients are responsible for managing the funds obligated to them by FEMA, including disbursement to 
applicants. FEMA will continue to monitor the recovery progress to ensure the timely delivery of eligible 
assistance, and compliance with federal laws and regulations.  

Large Projects 

Projects above a certain amount are considered “large.” The threshold corresponds to the annually adjusted small 
project maximum.  

Alternative Procedures (428):  For large permanent work projects using Section 428 PA Alternative Procedures, 
funding is made on the basis of a fixed-cost estimate agreed upon by the applicant, recipient and FEMA. PA 
funding is based on the estimated amount to restore the damaged facility to its pre-disaster design and function, 
including applicable and federally required codes and standards, and any identified eligible hazard mitigation 
measures. Once agreement on the fixed amount is made, the funding will not be adjusted.  Applicants have the 
flexibility to use the funding to meet the post-disaster recovery needs, and not just build back what they had 
before. The applicant may also retain any excess funds for use on certain eligible activities.   

Standard Procedures (406):  For large permanent work projects using the standard Section 406 process, funding 
is provided on the basis of actual costs as determined after the project is completed.  The applicant’s flexibility in 
use of the funding is limited, and they do not have the ability to retain excess funds. 

Small Projects 

Projects falling below a certain threshold are considered "small." The threshold is adjusted annually for inflation. 
For Fiscal Year 2020, that threshold is $131,100. For small projects, final funding is based on the estimate at the 
time of project approval and certification of project completion is required when the project is done. The 
minimum amount that can be approved for any Project Worksheet under the PA Program for FY 2020 is $3,300. 

 

Revised October 2019 

“FEMA’s mission is helping people before, during, and after disasters.” 
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Congressional and 

Intergovernmental Affairs Division

202-646-4500

STATE OF ILLINOIS

FEDERAL DISASTER DECLARATION FACT SHEET

MARCH 26, 2020

Today, March 26, 2020, President Donald J. Trump granted a Major Disaster Declaration for the 

State of Illinois triggering the release of Federal funds to help people and communities recover 

from COVID-19 that occurred January 20, 2020, and continuing.  Details of the disaster declaration 

and assistance programs are as follows: 

Declaration Number:                                                           FEMA-4489-DR

Incident:                                                                               COVID-19

                                                      

Incident Period:                                                                   January 20, 2020, and continuing

Federal Coordinating Officer:                                             Steven W. Johnson

National FCO Program

Individual Assistance (IA):                                                    (Assistance to individuals and 

households):

IA-Designated Areas:                                                             Individual Assistance 

limited to the Crisis 

Counseling Program in 

all areas in the State of 

Illinois.

Public Assistance (PA):                                                       (Assistance for emergency work and 

the repair or replacement of disaster-

damaged facilities):

PA-Designated Areas:                                                              Emergency protective 

measures (Category B) 

not authorized under 

other Federal statutes, 

including direct 

FEMA 
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federal assistance, 

under the Public 

Assistance program at 

75 percent federal 

funding for all areas in 

the State of Illinois.

OTHER:                                                                                  Additional designations may be made 

at a later date if requested by the State 

and warranted by the results of further 

assessments.

###
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2020 7:38 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOPNVHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: What You Need to Know: President Trump Signs Cares Act Delivering Economic Relief; Invokes Defense 
Production Act {March 27) 

.. 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

Today, President Trump took two significant actions to continue the Administration's whole-of-government, all-of-America 
approach to com hatting COVID-19 (coronavirus). First, the President signed a $2.2 trillion stimulus package to provide 
relief to American families, healthcare workers, small businesses, and State/Tribal/Local governments. Second, President 
Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum directing General Motors to produce ventilators to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus. Below, please find additional information and helpful resources. 

President Donald J. Trump Signs the Corona virus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) 
Follov-.ing e.xtensive negotiations between the Trump Administration and Congressional Leaders, President Trump signed 
the Coronavirw; Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES). The $2.2 trillion economic relief package provides 
American families, healthcare workers, and small businesses v-.ith the economic support they need to get through this 
challenging time. The package includes $1,200 payments to qualifying Americans, $mo billion in direct support for 
hospitals, and over $370 billion to small business owners to keep their employees on the payroll. It also includes direct relief 
for State, Tribal, and local governments through the $1.50 billion Coronavirus Relief Fund. Each State v-.ill receive at least 
$1.2.5 billion. $8 billion is set aside for tribal governments. This aid comes on top of the Family First Coronavirw:; Aid 
Package, enacted last week. State/Local/Tribal provisions include: 

$1.50 billion in direct aid to State, Tribal, and local governments. Aid v-.ill he allocated primarily hy a State's 
population v-.ith each State receiving at least $1.2.5 billion. 
$340 billion in additional emergency supplemental funding to com hat the coronavirus outbreak. 
$.500 billion for loans and guarantees that authorize the U.S. Treasury to support eligible businesses and States and 
local governments to cover losses incurred as a result of COVID-19. 
$100 billion for hospitals and health care facilities to reimburse e.x-penses or lost revenues not otherv-.ise reimbursed 
that are directly attrihutahle to COVID-19. 
$3 . .5 billion to allow States to ex-pand childcare benefits for healthcare workers, first responders, and others on the 
frontlines of this crisis. 
Read more here: President Donald J. Tnmm Is Providing Economic RelieftoAmerican Workers, 
Families, and Businesses Impacted by the Coronaviru.'I 

President Trump Invokes Defense Production Act (DPA) Rem1iring General Motors to Produce Ventilators 
Statement from the President: President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum directing the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to use any and all authority available under the Defense Production Act to require General Motors to 
accept, perform, and prioritize Federal contracts for ventilators. Our negotiations v-.ith GM regarding its ability to supply 
ventilators have heen productive, hut our fight against the virus is too urgent to allow the give-and-take of the contracting 
process to continue to run its normal course. GM was wasting time. Today's action v-.ill help ensure the quick production of 
ventilators that v-.ill save American lives. 

Apple Announces COVID-19 Screening Tool in Partnership with the White House and Adminish·ation 
As a direct result of President Donald .J. Trump's all-of-America campaign to combat COVID-19, Apple Inc. has partnered 
v-.ith the White House, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) to develop an interactive COVID-19 Screening Tool, now available on Apple.com / COVID19 and as an app 
named COVID-19 in the App Store (learn more here ). Users can also find links to these tools at Coronaviru s.gov. This new 
tool guides users through a set of questions covering symptoms, risk factors, and potential ex-posure. The tool then generates 
recommendations provided hy the CDC for users hased on the inputs they provided. Those CDC recommendations v-.ill he 
updated regularly. In addition, the CDC v-.ill he open-sourcing the underlying recommendations and algorithms, allov-.ing 
other private-sector entities to huild additional innovative tools. The recommendations and algorithms v-.ill he published at 
open.cdc.gov. The White House commends companies like Apple Inc. for answering President Trump's call for a public.
private alliance against this invisible enemy. 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) v-.ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes 
available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can he of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the 
primary liaison between the White House and the country's State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments. 
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Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 

Download the COVID-19 App

COVID-19: Important Resources for State and Local Officials
 

 
·         Coronavirus Guidelines for America: The White House Coronavirus Task Force issued guidelines – 15 Days to

Slow the Spread (Español)– to help protect all Americans during the global Coronavirus outbreak. Even if you are
young and otherwise healthy, you are at risk—and your activities can increase the risk of contracting the Coronavirus for
others. Everyone can do their part. The recommendations are simple to follow but will have a resounding impact on
public health. Find the guidelines here:

·         Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and guidance can be found via the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website – www.coronavirus.gov. The Coronavirus Task
Force holds frequent briefings, which can be viewed live here.

·         COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery efforts are locally executed, state managed, and
federally supported. It is important that requests for assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed through the
proper channels as soon as possible. Learn more about the response and recovery process via this important resource –
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through Federal-State-Local-Tribal
Partnership. FEMA’s public assistance guidance for COVID-19 response efforts can be found here.

·         Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within communities during a crisis. FEMA setup a website
to help the public distinguish between rumors and facts regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

·         Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant in detecting, investigating, and
prosecuting wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find out how you can protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s
Coronavirus Fraud Prevention website. The Federal Trade Commission has also established a website with helpful
information to help consumers avoid coronavirus-related scams.

·         Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening Tool. Follow the White House on Twitter
and Facebook. Also follow HHS (Twitter/Facebook) and CDC (Twitter/Facebook) You can also find informational
videos from Coronavirus Task Force members on mitigation, social distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube
page.

·         Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is cataloging all U.S. government activities
related to coronavirus. From actions on health and safety to travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find
pertinent actions here. Each Federal Agency has also established a dedicated coronavirus website, where you can find
important information and guidance. They include: Health and Human Services (HHS), Centers of Medicare and
Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Department of Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture
(USDA), Small Business Administration (SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), Department of State (DOS), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Department of the Interior (DOI), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Commerce (DOC), Department of
Justice (DOJ), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Department of the Treasury (USDT), Office of
the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), and U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC).

 

• I ,ci, 
COVID-19 
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2020 8:38 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOPNVHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: CDC Issues Domestic Travel Advisory for New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut 
Attachment(s): "image006.jpg","image007.jpg" 

THJi WHITE HOUSE 

State Leaders and Staff, 

This evening, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ( CDC) issued a travel advisory for ::l" ew York, ::l" ew ,Jersey, and 
Connedicut urging residents to refrain from non-essential domestic travel for 14 days effective immediately. The Domestic Travel 
Advisory does not apply to employees of critical infrastmch1re industries, including but not limited to t rucking, public health 
professionals, financial services, and food supply. These employees of critical infrastruch1re, as defined by the Department of 
Homeland Security (here ) have a spedal responsibility to maintain normal work schedule. The Governors of::l"ewYork, ::l"ew ,Jersey, 
and Conneetkut v-ill have full discretion to implement this Domestic Travel Ad\ismy. Learn more here . 

The vVhite House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (vVH IGA) v-ill continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office if we can be of assistance. ,\s a reminder, VVH IGA is the primary liaison between the 
v\Thite House and the count1y's State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments. 

Thanks, 
::l"ic 

::l"icholas D. Pottebaum 
Spedal Assistant to the President and Deputy Diredor 
vVhite House Office o ntal Affairs 
0: 202-4!56-2132 I C: E: ::l"icholas.D.Pottebaum(<:Dwho.eop.gov 

• I$ 
COVID-19 

Download tire COVID-1.9App 

COVID-19: Important Resources for State and Local Officials 

Coronavirus Guidelines for Anlerica: The v\lhite House Corona\ims Task Force issued guidelines - 15 Days to Slow the 
Spread (Espano l) - to help proted all Americans during the global Corona\inrn outbreak. Even if you are young and otheruise 
healthy, you are at risk-and your adivities can increase the risk of contrading the Coronavirus for others. Eve1yone can do their 
part. The recommendations are simple to follow but vdll have a resounding impact on public health. Find the guidelines here: 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Coronmims Disease 2019 website - www.coronavirus.gov . The Corona,ims Task Force holds 
frequent briefings, which can be viewed live here . 
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery efforts are locally executed, state managed, and federally 
supported. It is important that requests for assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed through the proper channels as 
soon as possible. Learn more about the response and recove1yprocess via this important resource - Coronavirus (COVID-19) IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000463



Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through Federal-State-Local-Tribal Partnership. FEMA’s public assistance
guidance for COVID-19 response efforts can be found here.

·       Critical Infrastructure Workforce Guidelines: On March 16th the President issued updated Coronavirus Guidance for
America that highlighted the importance of the critical infrastructure workforce. This list is intended to help State, local, tribal
and territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, while ensuring continuity of functions critical to public health
and safety, as well as economic and national security. The list is advisory in nature and is not a federal directive or standard.
More here.

·       Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within communities during a crisis. FEMA setup a website to help
the public distinguish between rumors and facts regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

·       Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant in detecting, investigating, and prosecuting
wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find out how you can protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s Coronavirus Fraud
Prevention website. The Federal Trade Commission has also established a website with helpful information to help consumers
avoid coronavirus-related scams.

·       Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening Tool. Follow the White House on Twitter and
Facebook. Also follow HHS ( Twitter/Facebook) and CDC (Twitter/Facebook) You can also find informational videos from
Coronavirus Task Force members on mitigation, social distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube page.

·       Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is cataloging all U.S. government activities related to
coronavirus. From actions on health and safety to travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find pertinent actions
here. Each Federal Agency has also established a dedicated coronavirus website, where you can find important information and
guidance. They include: Health and Human Services (HHS), Centers of Medicare and Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), Department of Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture (USDA), Small Business Administration
(SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland Security ( DHS), Department of State ( DOS), Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA), Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA), Department of the Interior ( DOI), Department of Energy
(DOE), Department of Commerce ( DOC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), Department of the Treasury ( USDT), Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), and U.S. Election
Assistance Commission (EAC).
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From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOPIWHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2020 4:35 PM -06:00 
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOPIWHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO 
<Ariella .M.Campana@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: INVITATION: State & Local Briefing Call on COVID-19 (Wednesday, April 1, 1:30 PM ET) 
Attachment(s): "image004.jpg","image007.jpg" 

.. 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

State Leaders, 

On Wednesday, April 1, at 1:30 PM ET, please join Dr. Anthony Fauci (Directrw, Nutimml Institute of Allergy und Infectious 
Diseuses), LarryKudlow (A,sistwit to the President for Ecrmomic Policy), and Senior ,\dminis tration Officials for a briefing call on 
COVID-19 (coronavims). Please note that Administration call participants are subject to change. The purpose of this call is to provide 
State and local elected officials v.ith up-to-date information on COVID-19 and pertinent ,\dministration and Task Force actions. 
Registration instmctions are below - please read the RSVP instmctions in their entirety before regis tering. \<Ve encourage you to 
share this imitation v.ith your county and/ or municipal colleagues as well as public health officials. If you have a partimlar question 
you would like addressed during the call, please flag those for our team. 

Briefing Call Registration 
Date: Wednesday, April 1 
Time: 1:30 P)il ET (please note time zone) 
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE 
Note: Call-in lines m•e limited. Please registe1• only if you a,•e able to join tile call. State and local leaders 
( especially stajJ) working in tire same office are encouraged to register once as a group and use one call-in line 
(wl1e1•e appropriate and witllp1'f1pe1•social distancing) to maximize tire number of people wlw canjoin. U~cm 
succes:iful registration, you will receive dial-in details to tl1e email address you use to register. Note tllat 
multiple people cannot dial-in using tile same 1•egist1•aticm in}!wmaticm. Regist,•aticm will he closed two lwu,•s 
prior to tire call 

Recent Actions 
President Donald J. Trump Signs the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) 
Follov.ing ex1ensive negotiations between the Tmmp ,\dministration and Congressional Leaders, on Friday, :\:larch 27, President 
Tmmp signed the ComncwinL'i Aid, Relief, cmd Economic Security Act (CARES). The $2.2 trillion economic relief packag e provides 
American families, healthcare workers, and small businesses v.ith the economic support they need to get thro ugh this challenging 
time. The package includes $1,200 payments to qualifying Americans, $100 billion in direct support for hospitals, and over $370 
billion to small business owners to keep their employees on the pa)Toll. It also includes direct relief for State, Tribal, and local 
governments through the $150 billion Coronavims Relief Fund. Each State ·will receive ut leust $1.2s billion. $8 billion is set aside for 
tribal governments. This aid comes on top of the Fumily First Cornncwims Aid Puckuye , signed by President Tmmp on .:\.'larch 18, 
2020. State/Local/Tribal prmisions include: 

$1so billion in direct aid to State, Tribal, and local governments. Aid v.ill be allocated primarily by a State 's population v.-ith 
each State recehing ut leust $1.2s billion. 
$340 billion in additional emergem,y supplemental funding to comba t the coronavims outbreak. 
$ soo billion for loans and guarantees that authorize the U.S. Treasury to suppo rt eligible businesses and States and local 
governments to cover losses incurred as a result of COVID-19. 
$100 billion for hospitals and health care facilities to reimburse ex-penses or lost revenues not otherv.ise reimbursed that are 
directly attributable to COVID-19. 
$3.s billion to allow States to ex-pand childcare benefits for healthcare workers, first responders, and others on the fro ntlines 
of this crisis. 
Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Tl•ump L<; Providing Economic Relief to American Workers, Families, and 
Businesses Impacted hy tile Coronavirus 
Op-Ed: lrnnka Tmmp - Emergencu ReliefBill Will llelp America's Small Businesses 
Op-Ed: Peter )l"avarro - How Businesses Are Stepping Up, Collaborating wit Ir Tl·ump Administration 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Releases Updated Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers Guidance 
for States and Localities 
Functioning critical infrastnuture is imperative during the response to the COVID-19 emergenly for bo th public health and safety as 
well as community well-being. Certain critical infrastmchlfe industries have a special responsibility in these times to contin ue 
operations. On Saturday, .:\.'larch 28 , the Department of Homeland Semrity (DHS) - Cybersemrity & Infrastmchtre Semri ty Agenly 
(CISA) - released updated guidance on the essential critical infrastructure workforce (see Memorandum on 
Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers During COVID-19 Response ). The guidance and 
accom p amin g list are intended to support State, Local, and industry partners in identif)ing the critical infras t mc h lfe sectors and the 
essential workers needed to maintain the senices and functions Americans depend on daily and need t o be able to operate resiliently 
during the COVID-19 pa nde mic respo nse. State, local, t,•ihal, and territorial governments are resprmsihle.for 
implementing and executing response activities, including decisions about access and reent,·y , in tlleir IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000467



communities, while the Federal Government is in a supporting role. Officials should use their own judgment in
issuing implementation directives and guidance. 
 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention Issue Travel Advisor for New York, New Jersey, and
Connecticut
Saturday, March 28, CDC issued a travel advisory for New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut urging residents to refrain from non-
essential domestic travel for 14 days effective immediately. The Domestic Travel Advisory does not apply to employees of critical
infrastructure industries, including but not limited to trucking, public health professionals, financial services, and food supply. These
employees of critical infrastructure, as defined by the Department of Homeland Security (here) have a special responsibility to
maintain normal work schedule.  The Governors of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut will have full discretion to implement
this Domestic Travel Advisory. Learn more here.
 
President Trump Invokes Defense Production Act (DPA) Requiring General Motors to Produce Ventilators
Statement from the President: President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum directing the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to use any and all authority available under the Defense Production Act to require General Motors to accept,
perform, and prioritize Federal contracts for ventilators. Our negotiations with GM regarding its ability to supply ventilators have
been productive, but our fight against the virus is too urgent to allow the give-and-take of the contracting process to continue to run
its normal course. GM was wasting time. Today’s action will help ensure the quick production of ventilators that will save American
lives.
 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison between the
White House and the country’s State and local elected officials and Tribal Governments.
 
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
              
Zach Swint
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
The White House
C:  | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
 

 

Download the COVID-19 App

 

COVID-19: Important Resources for State, Local, and Tribal
Officials

 

 
·         Coronavirus Guidelines for America: The White House Coronavirus Task Force issued guidelines – 15 Days to Slow the

Spread (Español)– to help protect all Americans during the global Coronavirus outbreak. Even if you are young and otherwise
healthy, you are at risk—and your activities can increase the risk of contracting the Coronavirus for others. Everyone can do their
part. The recommendations are simple to follow but will have a resounding impact on public health.

·         Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website – www.coronavirus.gov. The Coronavirus Task Force holds
frequent briefings, which can be viewed live here.

·         COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery efforts are locally executed, state managed, and
federally supported. It is important that requests for assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed through the proper
channels as soon as possible. Learn more about the response and recovery process via this important resource – Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through Federal-State-Local-Tribal Partnership. FEMA’s public

•I•, 
COVl'D-19 
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assistance guidance for COVID-19 response efforts can be found here.

·         Critical Infrastructure Workforce Guidelines: On March 16 th, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued
updated critical infrastructure guidance in response to the COVID-19 emergency. The guidance, and accompanying list, is
intended to help State, local, tribal and territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, while ensuring continuity of
functions critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national security. The list is advisory in nature and is not a
federal directive or standard. More here.

·         Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within communities during a crisis. FEMA setup a website to help
the public distinguish between rumors and facts regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

·         Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant in detecting, investigating, and prosecuting
wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find out how you can protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s Coronavirus Fraud
Prevention website. The Federal Trade Commission has also established a website with helpful information to help consumers
avoid coronavirus-related scams.

·         Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening Tool. Follow the White House on Twitter and
Facebook. Also follow HHS ( Twitter/Facebook) and CDC (Twitter/Facebook) You can also find informational videos from
Coronavirus Task Force members on mitigation, social distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube page.

·         Mental Health Resources: Natural disasters – including such pandemics as the coronavirus outbreak – can be overwhelming
and also can seriously affect emotional health. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s (SAMHSA) Disaster
Distress Helpline – 1-800-985-5990 (or text TalkWithUs to 66746) – provides 24/7, 365-day-a-year crisis counseling and
support to anyone who is seeking help in coping with the mental or emotional effects caused by developments related to the
coronavirus pandemic.  Learn more about the Disaster Distress Helpline here.

·         Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is cataloging all U.S. government activities related to
coronavirus. From actions on health and safety to travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find pertinent actions
here. Each Federal Agency has also established a dedicated coronavirus website, where you can find important information and
guidance. They include: Health and Human Services (HHS), Centers of Medicare and Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), Department of Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture (USDA), Small Business Administration
(SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland Security ( DHS), Department of State ( DOS), Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA), Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA), Department of the Interior ( DOI), Department of Energy
(DOE), Department of Commerce ( DOC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), Department of the Treasury ( USDT), Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), and U.S. Election
Assistance Commission (EAC).
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From: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 6:12 PM -06:00 
To: Pottebaum, Nie D. EOPNVHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOPNVHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOPNVHO 
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOPNVHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: Slow the Spread - Updated Coronavirus Guidelines for America 
Attachment(s): "image003 .png" ,"image005.png", "image006.png", "image007 .png" ,"image003.png", "image005.png" 

TFI E WH! T I!; HO U S ij 

State Leaders and Staff, 

We applaud State, local, and tribal leaders for regularly highlighting community mitigation efforts to " Slow the Spread ~ and 
President Donald ,J. Tmmp has extended the "Sjowthe SJ:>read ~ guidelines through April 30. 

Below and HERE are the updated Coronavirus Guidelines for America. 

TH E PRESIDENT'S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR AM ERI CA 

30 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF YOU FEEL SICK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSrTIVE forthe coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
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THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR AMER I CA 

30 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF YOU FEEL SICK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR AMER I CA 

30 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF YOU FEEL SICK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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THE PRES I DENT ' S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR AMER I CA 

30 DAYS TO SLOW 
THESPREAD 
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

IF YOU FEEL SICK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, keep the entire household 
at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical provider. 

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people. 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you at increased 
risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your immune system), 
stay home and away from other people. 
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2020 5:52 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: 

Glad the mayor was able to join the Army Corps visit today. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2020 1:36 PM -06:00 
To: William Crozer (william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov) <william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice President Pence regarding

Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about equipment needs and the discussion on masks for

the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

1

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain

legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person

responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-

mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of

any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2020 1:38 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Thank you Alyssa. Can you provide more clarity on the discussion points?

 

How did #AskTheMayor go?

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice President Pence regarding

Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about equipment needs and the discussion on masks for

the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2020 2:41 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Happy to—she’s interested in touching base directly, given his role as chair of the Coronavirus Task Force. As noted in her letter,

she’s eager to engage on implementation of various policies and speaking to the unique needs of cities (and specifically Chicago).

She is interested in discussing equipment needs (most urgent is ventilators).  Also, she is interested in discussing reports of potential

guidance for the broader use of masks, and how that might be implemented and messaged.

 

And her ask the mayor session went well, thanks for asking.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:38 PM

To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Thank you Alyssa. Can you provide more clarity on the discussion points?

 

How did #AskTheMayor go?

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice President Pence regarding

Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about equipment needs and the discussion on masks for

the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2020 4:01 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>; Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Nice to e-meet you, William. Please let me know of next steps in connecting Mayor Lightfoot and Vice President Pence.

 

Thank you,

Taylor Lewis

Director of Scheduling and Advance

Office of the Mayor

Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org

 

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:42 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Happy to—she’s interested in touching base directly, given his role as chair of the Coronavirus Task Force. As noted in her letter,

she’s eager to engage on implementation of various policies and speaking to the unique needs of cities (and specifically Chicago).

She is interested in discussing equipment needs (most urgent is ventilators).  Also, she is interested in discussing reports of potential

guidance for the broader use of masks, and how that might be implemented and messaged.

 

And her ask the mayor session went well, thanks for asking.

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:38 PM

To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: RE: Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Thank you Alyssa. Can you provide more clarity on the discussion points?

 

How did #AskTheMayor go?

 

From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Cc: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence

 

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice President Pence regarding

Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about equipment needs and the discussion on masks for

the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain legally privileged

and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this

document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and

any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the

message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 1:32 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Call 

Can you let me know if/when they connect and any follow-ups?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Maurice Classen 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 1:33 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: RE: Call 

Will do

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 2:32 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Call

 

Can you let me know if/when they connect and any follow-ups?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 5:35 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Call 

VPOTUS mentioned in press briefing speaking to the Mayor. Any follow-ups? 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 5, 2020, at 3:33 PM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Will do

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 2:32 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Call

 

Can you let me know if/when they connect and any follow-ups?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 6:10 PM -06:00 
To: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Wanted to close the loop here. As you are likely aware, Vice President Pence spoke with Mayor Lightfoot today. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 3, 2020, at 3:36 PM, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice President Pence

regarding Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about equipment needs and the

discussion on masks for the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 6:26 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
CC: Taylor Lewis <Taylor.Lewis@cityofchicago.org>; Kelsey Nulph <Kelsey.Nulph@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot connect with Vice President Pence 

Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 5, 2020, at 8:10 PM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

 Wanted to close the loop here. As you are likely aware, Vice President Pence spoke with Mayor Lightfoot today. 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 3, 2020, at 3:36 PM, Alyssa Fisher <Alyssa.Fisher@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Hello William,

 

I hope you’re staying safe and healthy. I am reaching out as Mayor Lightfoot would like to speak to Vice

President Pence regarding Coronavirus response generally as it relates to Chicago, and specifically about

equipment needs and the discussion on masks for the broader population.

 

I have cc’d Taylor Lewis who can help schedule on our end. I appreciate your guidance on next steps.

 

Thank you,

Alyssa Fisher

 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein

and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient

of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you

are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any

attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to

the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail

and printout thereof.
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From: Maurice Classen on behalf of Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 6:45 PM -06:00 
To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Call 

The President also tore down our Governor. Not helpful. I'll call in a moment to discuss.

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 6:35 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Call

 

VPOTUS mentioned in press briefing speaking to the Mayor. Any follow-ups? 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 5, 2020, at 3:33 PM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Will do

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 2:32 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Call

 

Can you let me know if/when they connect and any follow-ups?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may

contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or the

person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If

you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently

delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000490



From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, April 05, 2020 6:51 PM -06:00 
To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Call 

Can we touch base in the morning?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 5, 2020, at 8:45 PM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

The President also tore down our Governor. Not helpful. I'll call in a moment to discuss.

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 6:35 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Call

 

VPOTUS mentioned in press briefing speaking to the Mayor. Any follow-ups? 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C:  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Apr 5, 2020, at 3:33 PM, Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org> wrote:

Will do

 

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 2:32 PM

To: Maurice Classen <Maurice.Classen@cityofchicago.org>

Subject: Call

 

Can you let me know if/when they connect and any follow-ups?

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: 2  | E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein

and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient

of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you

are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any

attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to

the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any copy of any e-mail

and printout thereof.

IL-CHICAGO-20-1051-A-000491
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