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\11 \10R.\1\[)l 1\1 l OR Ill \l)S Of DIP \RI \11'\TS \'.\D ACl.'\CIES 

John P. Holdren. Assistant to the President for Science and I echnulug)xr!; '. · t-fn1~ 
Peter Orszag. Director. Office of \lanagement and Budget ..., /,d--.. 
Paul r. Prout\. Acting \d111inistrator. General Sen ices Ad111inistrationi~- ~~;""_'.<),,- r-

. - ·',""'"i O , h'v• L... ) 

1-R0\1: 

SL l3JICT: Pre-,ident"s '.Vlc111urandu111 on lransparenc: and Open Cimern111ent - lnteragency 
Collaboration 

On Januar> 21. 2009 President Oba111a signed the \1e111orandu111 on Transparenc: and Open 
(10\crn111ent aftirrning hi-, Administratiun's commitment to inno\ation in g0\ern111ent (see 
atU1ched ). The President'" \ lc111urandu111 cal Is fur the de\ e lopment of recommendations for a 
Directi\ c. This Directi\ e \\ill.in turn. in-.truct departments and agencies unspecific actions that 
impkrncnt the principle" ,1utli11ed in the Pre"ident\ me111orandu111: 

• I ran-,parenc:, - ··1 PJut i11lix111ati,)n abuut their uperations and decisions on line and read ii::, 
ci\ailable tu the public.·· 

• Participatiun - ··10 Jffer .-\rncricans increa-,cd ,)pportunitie-. to participate in policymaking:· 
• (ullab-,1ratiun - --rt 1-.,e illlW\ ati\ e tc1,,b_ rnetlwds. and'>) sterns to cuuperate .. ' across all 

le\ els 1if Ciln ernment and \\ ith 11(111rrufit u,·gani/ations. bu-.ine"ses. and indi\ iduals in the 
pri, ate si:ctor. 

I he irnplernentatiun ,lfthe \lc111urandum "ill be cunducted as a collabornti, e. interagenc::, 
proces'>. Tu contribute reco111111cndations IL1r the Directi\ e. federal cmplu::, ees are im ited to 
participate in an on line discussiun \ ia the \1..\.\: Federal Comrnunit::,. OSTP. 0MB and GSA 
"ill hust this discussion thrliugh \larch 6u to identit~ topics for the Directi, c. This initial onlini: 
comersation ,,ill be fc11lo,,ed h::, an opponunit::, in \larch and April for ,;:ach agency to submit 
otticial statemrnts of p,1~ition. collab,,rate 1_111 dratting the Directi\ e. and ri:\ ie\\ the final draft 
Dirc'Cli\ c'. 

Plca~e im ite legal. p,,!ic:-,. ,rnd p1\lgranrn1atil' ,1t'ticiah and staff throughuut: our agency to 
participate bcfure \larch (1 b: i,1ining the ( )pen ,ind lnnc1\ ati\ e Cio, ernrnent Cummunit::, on 
\l..\X at: Imps: rna\..O!llb.gu, (clid. ,111 Open (Hl\Crnment under Go\ernmcnt-\\ ide 
Cummunitiec,), Pleast nu\e that an ill\ itatiun \\ ill abu be distributed thruugh the CIO Council. 
\\ c therek,re ask that: ,1u ill\ ik' additic1nal interagenc:-, groups to participate. 
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I he ()nlinc session i-, intended tu be an llpportunit:-, tu propose topics. strategize alternatives. and 
make -,uggc-,tion-,. \-, -,uch. participatil1n i-, 1wt limited tu unc person per agcnc) nur v,ill 
cuntribution-, be rnn-,idercd an l)rticial agenc:-, response. Instead. specific recommendations that 
identit':, mechanisms. incenti\ c~. tools. and opportunities to further transparcnc:-,. participation. 
and collaboration are sought as ,,ell as identification of potential legal. policy. and programmatic 
issues that \\ill need to be resoln~d. 

In order to realize the opportunit::, for transformational. government-\\ ide reform. \\e will 
sho\,casc C\.arnplcs of innu\ atiun~ undcrn a:-, and proposed pilot projects that\\ ill lead to a more 
in1ll1\ ati, c and effecti\ e gl)\ ern111ent. I he \L\.\ en, irunment \\ ill pro, idea short template for 
-,ubmitting or propo-,ing an age11.::-, innl)\ atiun. 

-\ttachrnent 
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ML'\1ORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECTTIVE DEPARTMENTS A"D 
AGENCIES, January 21, 2009 

Sl'BJECT: Transparenc) and Open Go\ ernment 

\1) Administration i-, cummittcd to creating an unprecedented le\el of openness in Government. 
\\ e \\ ill ,,ork together to cn-,u1·e the public trust and e:-itablish a'>) stem of tramparenC). public 
participatiun. and collab,1rati,1n. Openne"" \\ ill -.,trengthen our democrac) and promote efficienc) 
and effccti\ enc:,:-i in Cio\ cn1mcnt. 

Con!rnmem should he rrumpw·enr. lransparenc:, promotes accountability and provides 
infurmation for citi?en::, abuut ,, hat their GU\ ernmcnt is doing. Information maintained b) 
the I ederal GO\ernment is a national as-,et. \I:,. .\dministration \\ ill tal-.:e appropriate action. 
con"i"tent \\ ith Im, and p,1lic:,.. t,1 di-.,cl,1"e intixrnatiun rapid!:,. in tcirms that the public can 
n:adil) !ind and use. F\.ecuti\c departments anJ agencies ::,hould harnes~ ne,, technologies to put 
information ab,1ut their uperatiun" anJ deci'>iuns on line and readil) a\ ailablc to the 
public. Executive departmenb and agencies should also solicit public fei:dbacl-.: to identifi 
information of greatest use to the public. 

C101'<!1wne11r sho11/cl he purriujJufOIT. Public engagement enhances the GU\ernrnent's 
e!lccti,ene-;.., and impro\es the qualit:,. ,1fih deci"iun'>. Knm,ledge is \,idel) dispersed in 
"uciet:,. and public utfo:iah benefit from ha\ ing acce"" to that disper',ed kno,vledge. Executive 
departments ~rnd agencie" "h,H1id ,11ler .\merican" increased opportunitie" to participate in 
p,1lic:,. making and w pru, ide their (Hl\ crnrncnt \\ ith the benetib uf their collecti\e expertise and 
infor111atiu11. L\.ecuti, c depan111cnts and agencic-, ::,huuld al:-,o solicit public input on hm, ,,e can 
increase and impnn e oppununities for public participation in Co, ernrnent. 

Cr,n'c'nn11e11r 1/w11/d he colluhu1uri,'c'. C ,1llalw1·ati,1n acti,el:s engages .\mericans in the \\Ork of 
th ... ·ir C,u,crnmc11t. 1 ,c·cuti\c depan111enh and agcnL·ic, "huuld LhC innu\;Jti\c tuuls. 111ethods. 
,lllu ..,:-item.., tu L·u,iperatc a11h111g rhem"el\ c"'. ,lLT,h, all le\ el-, of Cm ernment. and\\ ith nonprofit 
,,rgani1atic1n'>. bthinc-,sc..,. a11d i11di\ iduab in the p1·i\ ate -,ector. I ,ecuti\ e depanrncnts and 
agencies should solicit public f,:edback to assess and irnpro,e their le\el ,Jfcollaboration and to 

identi1) ne\\ opportunities fur cooperation. 

I direct the Chief Tcchnolog:, Officer. in coordination \\ ith the Director of the Office of 
\lanagernent and Budget (O\IB) and the \dmini"trator ofGenen1l Sen ice,. tu coordinate the 
de\ elopment b) appropriate e,ecuti, e departrncnh and agencies.\\ ithin 120 da) s. of 
1·ec,1mmcndati,111" ti.11· an Open C Jl)\ ,.:.Tn111ent Directi\ L'. t,1 be issued b) the Director of 0\.1B. that 
in"truch e,ccuti\c dc1~an111e11h and agenL'ic" 1,1 take specific actions implementing the principles 
:,Cl 1;lrth in thi-, memorandum. 1 he independent agencic-, should rn111pl) \\ ith the Open 
(1u\ ernment Directi\ e. 

I hi" menwrandurn i.., 11l1t intended t,1. ,llld d,1c, 111,t. L'reatc an:,. right ,1r benctit. "ubstanti\ e or 
pruccdural. enforceable ,lt l,l\\ ,1r 111 c'quit:,. b:,. c1 pan:,. again:--t the l nited 'italC'->. its departments. 
agcncic". ur entitiL·,. ih ,1fticc1·". cmpl,': c'e,. ,1r d_gcnh. ,11· an::, uthcr pcr--,on. 

f hi, 111cnll1randu111 -.,hall be publi"hcd in the J-,·daul Regi1rer. 

BARA.CK OBAMA 
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