
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
 

AUSTIN DIVISION 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA §  
 §  
V. § CAUSE NO. 1:08-CR-337-LY-1 
 §  
GEORGE LEWIS ESCAMILLA, SR.  §  

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW CORRECTED EMERGENCY MOTION FOR REDUCTION 
IN SENTENCE PURSUANT TO 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c)(1)(A)(i) 

 
TO THE HONORABLE LEE YEAKEL, UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE: 

Mr. George Lewis Escamilla, Sr. moves to withdraw his Corrected Emergency Motion for 

Compassionate Release, Doc. 1293. Because Mr. Escamilla passed away on May 8, 2020, his mo-

tion for compassionate release is now moot.   

Could Mr. Escamilla’s death have been avoided?  Was Mr. Escamilla’s demise a necessary 

consequence of his incarceration at FCI Oakdale?  Is such a fatal outcome to be expected for future 

medically compromised inmates in B.O.P custody as Covid-19 spreads throughout the inmate pop-

ulation?  Mr. Escamilla’s children hope that their father’s death will serve the purpose of prevent-

ing other needless inmate deaths.  

When Mr. Escamilla became infected with Covid-19, he was afflicted with pre-existing 

conditions that made a poor outcome likely.  He suffered from diabetes, high blood pressure, and 

anemia.  He was a double amputee and wheel-chair bound.  FCI Oakdale, the facility where Mr. 

Escamilla contracted Covid-19, had become one of the Bureau of Prisons facilities most affected 

by the COVID-19 pandemic.1   

                                                 
1 See Janet Reitman, ‘Something is Going to Explode’: When Coronavirus Strikes a Prison (Apr. 18, 2020), 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/18/magazine/oakdale-federal-prison-coronavirus.html (last accessed Apr. 19, 
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Prior to becoming infected, FCI Oakdale found Mr. Escamilla eligible to be released to 

home confinement.  The BOP scheduled him to go home May 6, 2020.  See Exhibit 1, p. 2; Dec-

laration of K. Maxey, BOP Executive Assistant and Camp Administrator at the BOP’s Federal 

Correctional Complex in Oakdale, Louisiana (FCC Oakdale).  Although the precise date the BOP 

made this decision was not disclosed, counsel knows from his son, Michael, that Mr. Escamilla 

phoned him March 18, 2020, to report he expected to be released soon.  Doc. 1293 at p. 3.  Counsel 

further knows that on March 27, 2020, the US Probation Office denied the BOP’s request to allow 

Mr. Escamilla to participate in their federal location monitoring program because it ran contrary 

to the USPO’s policies and because Mr. Escamilla was a double amputee (making ankle monitor-

ing impossible).2  Counsel also knows from family that staff from the Austin Reentry Center paid 

them a visit in early April 2020 to inspect their home and found it acceptable to serve for Mr. 

Escamilla’s place of home confinement.   

But the BOP acted without the necessary urgency to release Mr. Escamilla.  With Covid-

19 spreading through the facility, the BOP kept Mr. Escamilla locked up inside.  On April 15, 

2020, Mr. Escamilla went into respiratory failure. See Exhibit 2, BOP Press Release.  On April 18, 

2020, he tested positive for Covid-19.  See Exhibit 1, p. 2.  On April 22, 2020, he was taken to a 

local hospital.  See Exhibit 1, p. 2.  On April 30, 2020, he was placed on a ventilator.  On May 8, 

Mr. Escamilla was pronounced dead. 

What is also heartbreaking about Mr. Escamilla’s passing is that his family was kept in the 

dark about his diagnosis and treatment.  Counsel learned from BOP that Mr. Escamilla was hospi-

                                                 
2020) (documenting the coronavirus outbreak at FCI Oakdale, including the staff and inmates observations regard-
ing lack of directive, protocol, and equipment).   
2 This denial did not have an impact on Mr. Escamilla’s release date.  The information is provided to show that the 
BOP was working to release Mr. Escamilla at the time he became infected.   
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talized on April 22.  The news came in response to counsel’s request for help obtaining Mr. Esca-

milla’s signature on a medical release form.  The BOP told counsel that Mr. Escamilla’s hospital-

ization made this impossible.  Citing rules and regulations, the BOP would not provide counsel 

with any details concerning Mr. Escamilla’s condition or prognosis.  Mr. Escamilla’s family was 

stunned when counsel reported the news to them.  Surprisingly, the BOP did not deem Mr. Esca-

milla’s hospitalization a serious condition that warranted notifying them.   

The family remained in the dark about Mr. Escamilla’s medical condition until all that 

remained was for them to help doctors decide if he should be kept alive artificially.  Counsel 

learned this from his family on May 8. By then, of course, it was too late for the family to say their 

goodbyes.     

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, Mr. Escamilla moves to withdraw his Corrected Emergency 

Motion for Reduction in Sentence Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c)(1)(A)(i).  

 

Respectfully submitted. 
 
      MAUREEN SCOTT FRANCO 
      Federal Public Defender 
 
 
      /s/ JOSE GONZALEZ-FALLA 
      Assistant Federal Public Defender 
      Western District of Texas 

594 Lavaca Street, Ste. 960 
Austin, Texas 78701-2860 
Phone: (512) 916-5025 
Fax: (512) 916-5035 
Bar No: 8135700 
 

      Attorney for George Lewis Escamilla, Sr.   
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on the 11th day of May, 2020, I electronically filed this Motion to Withdraw 

Corrected Emergency Motion for Reduction in Sentence Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c)(1)(A)(i) 

with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system and the system will email notification of such 

filing to: 

 
Mark Marshall 
Assistant United States Attorney  
903 San Jacinto Blvd., Suite 334 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 

     

       /s/ JOSE GONZALEZ-FALLA 

Attorney for George Lewis Escamilla, Sr.  
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
 

AUSTIN DIVISION 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA §  
 §  
V. § CAUSE NO. 1:08-CR-337-LY-1 
 §  
GEORGE LEWIS ESCAMILLA, SR.  §  

 

ORDER   

 Defendant’s Motion to Withdraw Corrected Emergency Motion for Reduction in Sentence 

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c)(1)(A)(i), is GRANTED.  

  

  

 SO ORDERED on this the ________ day of ___________, 2020.  

 

 

__________________________________ 
LEE YEAKEL 
United States District Judge  

 

Case 1:08-cr-00337-LY   Document 1296   Filed 05/11/20   Page 5 of 5



Case 1:08-cr-00337-LY   Document 1296-1   Filed 05/11/20   Page 1 of 12



Case 1:08-cr-00337-LY   Document 1296-1   Filed 05/11/20   Page 2 of 12



quarantine. Upon completion of the 14-day quarantine, it is anticipated the BOP would still place 

Escamilla on Home Confinement. This in contingent on FCC Oakdale Health Services' 

determination Escamilla has made a full recove1y and further determination he is no longer 

infectious. 

I declare that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and is 

given under penalty of pe1jury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746. 

Executed this _5th___ day of May, 2020. 

��� 

Declaration of K Maxey 

Executive Assistant I Camp Administrator 
FCC Oakdale 
Oakdale, Louisiana 

Page 3 
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                      INMATE PROFILE               *     04-30-2020   
 PAGE 001                                                           17:48:30  
              43385-080            REG              
 REGNO: 43385-080                   FUNCTION: PRT DOB/AGE.:   / 67
 NAME.: ESCAMILLA, GEORGE LEWIS SR                R/S/ETH.: W/M/H     
 RSP..: OAK-OAKDALE I FCI                         MILEAGE.: 301 MILES
              
 ARS ASSIGNMENT..: ESC TRIP TO LOCAL HOSP W/RETN  
                  
  PROJ REL METHOD: GOOD CONDUCT TIME RELEASE      
  PROJ REL DATE..: 05-14-2022                      
         - - - - - - - - -  RELEASE DESTINATION  - - - - - - - - -
         AGENCY...............:                   
         DST ASSIGNMENT.......: HOME CONFINEMENT LOC FOR RA1
         ADDRESS..............: 330 MASONIC DR    
                                ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA 71301
 OFFN/CHG RMKS: 21:841 & 2 PWITD 5 KG OR MORE OF COCAINE; AIDING AND ABETTING.
 OFFN/CHG RMKS: A-08-CR-337(1)-LY  192 MONTHS CBOP AND 5 YRS SRT DGA REDUCTION
   FACL CATEGORY   - - - - -  CURRENT ASSIGNMENT - - - - - -  EFF DATE  TIME
   OAD  ADM-REL    TEMP REM   TEMPORARY REMOVAL              04-22-2020 1139
   OAK  ADM-REL    LOCAL HOSP ESC TRIP TO LOCAL HOSP W/RETN  04-22-2020 1141
                       
                         
                    
                      
   OAK  CASE MGT   ELD OFF HC ELDERLY OFFENDER DIRECT HC     05-06-2020 0600
                            
                 
                 
                   
                                 
          
               
              
                   
                      
                     
                                         
         
                           
            
             
                                 
   OAK  DESTNATION CSA RA1 HC HOME CONFINEMENT LOC FOR RA1   05-06-2020 0600
         
                              
                            
                        
                      
               
                     
                  
   OAK  MED DY ST  C19-QUAR   COVID-19 QUARANTINED           04-07-2020 1103
                                                            
 G0002       MORE PAGES TO FOLLOW . . .                       
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                      INMATE PROFILE               *     04-30-2020   
 PAGE 002 OF 002                                                    17:48:30  
              43385-080            REG              
 REGNO: 43385-080                   FUNCTION: PRT DOB/AGE.:   / 67
 NAME.: ESCAMILLA, GEORGE LEWIS SR                R/S/ETH.: W/M/H     
 RSP..: OAK-OAKDALE I FCI                         MILEAGE.: 301 MILES
              
   FACL CATEGORY   - - - - -  CURRENT ASSIGNMENT - - - - - -  EFF DATE  TIME
   OAK  MED DY ST  C19-T PS C COVID-19 TEST-POSITIVE CONFRMD 04-18-2020 0259
                      
                      
         
                      
                                
                  
                           
                    
          
                   
                        
                            
                                   
                                
                                   
                                     
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                            
 G0000       TRANSACTION SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED               
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           U.S. Department of Justice 
                                   Federal Bureau of Prisons 
  

    
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact: Office of Public Affairs 
May 9, 2020    202-514-6551 

 
 

Inmate Death at FCI Oakdale I Satellite Camp 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: On Wednesday, April 15, 2020, inmate George Escamilla went into 
respiratory failure at the Satellite Prison Camp (SPC) in Oakdale, Louisiana. He was evaluated 
by institutional medical staff and transported to a local hospital for further treatment and 
evaluation. While in the hospital, Mr. Escamilla tested positive for COVID-19.  On Thursday, 
April 30, 2020, his condition declined and he was placed on a ventilator. On Friday, May 8, 
2020, Mr. Escamilla, who had long-term, pre-existing medical conditions which the CDC lists as 
risk factors for developing more severe COVID-19 disease, was pronounced dead by hospital 
staff. 
 
Mr. Escamilla was a 67 year-old male who was sentenced in the Western District of Texas 
to a 192-month sentence for Possession with Intent to Distribute 5 kilograms or more of Cocaine 
and Aiding and Abetting. He had been in custody at Federal Correctional Complex (FCC) 
Oakdale since May 9, 2018. 
 
SPC Oakdale is a Minimum security facility adjacent to the Federal Correctional Institution I 
Oakdale and currently houses 71 male offenders. 
 
The Bureau will continue to provide daily updates and information on actions related to COVID-
19 at www.bop.gov/coronavirus/index.jsp 
 
Additional information about the Federal Bureau of Prisons can be found at www.bop.gov. 

 
### 
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