
 

 
 

 
 

 
April 1, 2020 

 
 
Austin Evers 
American Oversight 
1030 15th Street, NW 
Suite B255 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
Via email: hart.wood@americanoversight.org 
 

Re:   HQ-2019-01418-F 
               
Dear Mr. Evers: 
 
This is a second partial response to request HQ-2019-01418-F that you sent to the 
Department of Energy (DOE) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 
552.  In FOIA request HQ-2019-01418-F, you requested the following: 
 

1) All email communications (including email messages, calendar 
invitations, and attachments thereto), text messages, and WhatsApp 
messages sent or received by Secretary Perry, as well as by any aide or 
other assistant who accompanied Secretary Perry to Ukraine on or 
about May 19-21, 2019, containing any of the following key terms: 

a. Rudy 
b. Giuliani 
c. Giuiliani 
d. Guliani 
e. Hunter 
f. Biden 
g. Bidens 
h. Burisma 
i. Lutsenko 
j. Syntyk 
k. Crowdstrike 
l. Toensing 
m. diGenova 
n. Fruman 
o. Parnas 
p. Kolomoisky 
q. Kolomoysky 
r. Shokin 
s. Klitschko 

Department of Energy 
Washington , DC 20585 

@ Printed w!h soy ,nk on recyCled .,..,., 
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t. DNC 
 

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through 
May 24, 2019. 

 
2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary 

Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter Biden, 
and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group). 
 

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through May 
24, 2019. 

 
Your request was assigned to DOE’s Office of the Executive Secretariat (ES) to conduct 
a search of its files for responsive documents.   
 
The search started on October 18, 2019, which is the cutoff date for responsive 
documents.  You received a first partial response to this request, HQ-2019-01238-F, and 
HQ-2020-00011-F on January 28, 2020 consisting of five (5) documents. Four of the 
documents were transferred in full and one of the documents was transferred in part to 
the Department of State for review and direct response to you. This letter serves as the 
second response for DOE. At this time, DOE has identified five additional (5) documents 
responsive to your request.   
 
DOE has determined that four (4) of the documents contain equities of the Department of 
State. For this reason, four (4) documents are being transferred in part to the Department 
of State for review and direct response to you.  
 
If you have any questions about the documents transferred to the Department of State, 
please contact the Department of State FOIA Requester Service Center (FRSC) via 
telephone at: (202) 261-8484. 
 
Upon review, DOE has determined that certain information should be withheld from the 
documents pursuant to Exemptions 5, 6, and 7 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), (b)(6), 
and (b)(7). 
 
Exemption 5 protects from mandatory disclosure “inter-agency or intra-agency 
memorandums or letters that would not be available by law to a party other than an 
agency in litigation with the agency….”  5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5).  Exemption 5 incorporates 
the deliberative process privilege and the attorney-client privilege.  The deliberative 
process privilege protects recommendations, advice, and opinions that are part of the 
process by which agency decisions and polices are formulated.  The information withheld 
under this privilege consists of inter-agency pre-decisional information. 
 
Certain information withheld under Exemption 5 has been deemed pre-decisional and 
deliberative in nature, including draft versions of documents, talking points, pre-
decisional discussions between DOE staff, and hyperlinks that would reveal deliberative 



 

Page 3 of 7 
 

information. The DOE may consider these preliminary views as part of the process that 
will lead to the agency’s final decision about these matters.  The information does not 
represent a final agency position, and its release would compromise the deliberative 
process by which the government makes its decisions.  Withholding this information 
protects the candor of intra and inter-agency communications, and prevents confusion to 
the public that could result from disclosing alternative rationales for agency decisions.  
Thus, these documents are being withheld in part under Exemption 5 of the FOIA. 
 
With respect to the discretionary disclosure of deliberative information, the quality of 
agency decisions would be adversely affected if frank, written discussion of policy 
matters were inhibited by the knowledge that the content of such discussion might be 
made public.  For this reason, DOE has determined that discretionary disclosure of the 
deliberative material is not in the public interest because foreseeable harm could result 
from such disclosure. 
 
Exemption 6 is generally referred to as the “personal privacy” exemption; it provides that 
the disclosure requirements of FOIA do not apply to “personnel and medical files and 
similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy.”  5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6).  In applying Exemption 6, the DOE considered:  
1) whether a significant privacy interest would be invaded; 2) whether the release of the 
information would further the public interest by shedding light on the operations or 
activities of the Government; and 3) whether in balancing the privacy interests against the 
public interest, disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. 
 
The information withheld under Exemption 6 consists of travel and personal information, 
including cell phone numbers.  This information qualifies as “similar files” because it is 
information in which an individual has a privacy interest.  Moreover, releasing the 
information could subject the individuals to unwarranted or unsolicited communications.  
Since no public interest would be served by disclosing this information, and since there is 
a viable privacy interest that would be threatened by such disclosure, Exemption 6 
authorizes withholding the information.  Therefore, we have determined that the public 
interest in the information’s release does not outweigh the overriding privacy interests in 
keeping it confidential. 
 
Exemption 7 protects from disclosure “records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes” that fall within the purview of one or more of six enumerated 
categories.  To qualify under Exemption 7, the information must have been compiled, 
either originally or at some later date, for a law enforcement purpose, which includes 
crime prevention and security measures, even if that is only one of the many purposes for 
compilation.   
 
Exemption 7(C) provides that, “records of information compiled for law enforcement 
purposes” may be withheld from disclosure, but only to the extent that the production of 
such documents “could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy….”  In applying Exemption 7(C), DOE considered whether a significant 
privacy interest would be invaded, whether the release of the information would further 
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the public interest in shedding light on the operations or activities of the Government, and 
whether in balancing the privacy interests against the public interest, disclosure would 
constitute unwarranted invasion of privacy.   
 
The information withheld pursuant to Exemption 7(C) consists of certain travel logistics 
and security detail information.  This information, if known, could pose a serious safety 
risk to individuals or those to whom protection is being provided, and may result in an 
unwarranted invasion of their privacy.  Releasing this information would reveal little 
about the operations or activities of the Government.  Therefore, disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy, and this information is being withheld pursuant to Exemption 7(C). 
 
This satisfies the standard set forth at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) that agencies shall 
withhold information under FOIA “only if (I) the agency reasonably foresees that 
disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption . . . ; or (II) disclosure is 
prohibited by law . . . .”  5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) also provides that whenever full 
disclosure of a record is not possible, agencies shall “consider whether partial disclosure 
of information is possible . . . .”  Thus, we have determined that, in certain instances, a 
partial disclosure is proper. 
 
Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the 
determination to withhold the information described above.  The FOIA requires that “any 
reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provided to any person requesting such 
record after deletion of the portions which are exempt.”  5 U.S.C. § 552(b).  As a result, a 
redacted version of the documents is being released to you in accordance with 10 C.F.R. 
§1004.7(b)(3). 
 
The FOIA provides for the assessment of fees for the processing of requests.  See 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(i); see also 10 C.F.R. § 1004.9(a).  You were placed in the “other” 
category for fee purposes.  Requesters in this category are entitled to two (2) free hours of 
search time and are provided 100 pages at no cost. In our letter dated October 7, 2019 for 
HQ-2019-01418-F, you were informed that your fee waiver request would be addressed 
if fees were expected to exceed $15.00, the minimum amount at which DOE assesses 
fees. Since your fees are not expected to exceed $15.00 for this request, no fees will be 
charged for processing this request.  
   
You also requested expedited processing of your request. Your request for expedited 
processing was initially denied in our letter dated October 7, 2019. Upon reconsideration 
of our decision to deny expedited processing of your request, your request was granted in 
our letter dated November 22, 2019.   
 
If you have any questions about the processing of the request or this letter, your attorney 
may contact Hilarie Snyder, Trial Attorney, at Hilarie.E.Snyder@usdoj.gov or 202-305-
0747. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter. 
 
                                                                         Sincerely, 
 
 
 

      Alexander C. Morris 
FOIA Officer 

         Office of Public Information 

Alexander C. 
Morris

Digitally signed by 
Alexander C. Morris 
Date: 2020.04.01 
12:39:19 -04'00' y 
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INDEX 
 

Request #:   HQ-2019-01418-F 
 
Second partial response to the request from Mr. Austin Evers: 
 
In FOIA request HQ-2019-01418-F, you requested: 
 

1) All email communications (including email messages, calendar 
invitations, and attachments thereto), text messages, and WhatsApp 
messages sent or received by Secretary Perry, as well as by any aide or other 
assistant who accompanied Secretary Perry to Ukraine on or about May 19-
21, 2019, containing any of the following key terms: 
 
a. Rudy 
b. Giuliani 
c. Giuiliani 
d. Guliani 
e. Hunter 
f. Biden 
g. Bidens 
h. Burisma 
i. Lutsenko 
j. Syntyk 
k. Crowdstrike 
l. Toensing 
m. diGenova 
n. Fruman 
o. Parnas 
p. Kolomoisky 
q. Kolomoysky 
r. Shokin 
s. Klitschko 
t. DNC 
 
Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through May 24, 
2019. 
 
2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary 
Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter Biden, 
and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group). 
 
Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through May 24, 
2019. 
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DOE has identified five (5) additional documents responsive to your request: 
 

 Four (4) documents are being released in part pursuant to Exemptions 5, 6, and 
7, and transferred in part to the State Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

All: 

Tumminia. Paul 

Lockwood. Andrea; Mapes. Thomas E.; Buchan. Samuel; Bell. Heather (Embassy KYM 
Sandoli. Robert; Lyon. Jennifer ; McKearin. Josh; Noel. Emily E; Paul Tumminia 
Ukraine 51 Papers 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 5:34:23 PM 
51 Bilateral Meeting with Foreign Minister Klimkin.docx 
51 Bilateral Meeting with President Petro Poroshenko.docx 
51 Bilateral Meeting with President Zelenksw with US delegation.docx 
51 Bilateral Meeting with President Zelenkswawl.docx 
51 Bilateral Meeting with Prime Minister Groysman.docx 
51 Bilateral Meeting with Speaker Parubiy.docx 
51 Briefing memo on Baltics 3+ 1.docm 
51 Country Team Memo. Ukraine May 2019.docm 
51 Dinner Meetng Memo Sondland and Sefcovic May 2019.docm 
51 Meeting Memo OM Zerkal and OM Boyko.docx 
Transfer to State Department 
UKR Ukraine country Profile (UPDATED}.docx 

DOCUMENT 1 

Here are the main papers for Sl's trip to Ukraine beginning tomorrow . I fo llowed t he May 18 

schedule and have a paper for each meeting. I have also included issue papers (for what its worth) in 

the folder. I think Sam can access remotely . I am add ing two issue papers:6~;:::!~tate and t he 

country profi le (wh ich I th ink S1 likes) 

I have sent the others to my gmail in case I cannot access remotely tomorrow. 

Here is the Link (b) (5) 

Paul Tumminia 

Senior Advisor 

Office of Europe and Eurasian Affairs 

U.S. Department of Energy 

Direct Dial: (202) 586 -8036 
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Saturday, May 18, 20 19 

EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Meeting with Pavlo Klimkin , Mini ster of Foreign Affair s 

Monday, May 20, 20 19 
TBD 
Ministiy of Foreign Affairs 

(b) (5) 

Closed 

TBD 
TBD 

VISUALS: Choose an item. 

Your meeting will begin. 

TBD Your meet ing will conclude. 

PARTI CIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF : 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES : 

Pavlo Klimkin (Paff-lo KLEEM- kihn) , Minister of Foreign Affa irs 
• A ddressed as M r. Minister or Mi nister K limkin 

TBD 

United States 
Brian McConnack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gani sh, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan Senior Advisor, Office of Internati onal Affairs 

This is your third meeting with Minister Klimkin. You first met in Bmssels in July 
20 18 during the U.S.-EU Energy Council. You also met with him during your visit to 
Ukraine in November 2018 .. 

(b) (5) 

BACKGROUND: (b) (5) 

Page 1 of 6 
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(b) (5) 
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(b) (5) 

BRIEFING PREPARED BY: Paul TunrminiaandEmilyNoe l, IA-21 

BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 

STAFF SEC POC: Choose an item. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Biography 
2. Talking Point s 
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Mr. Pavlo Klimkin - Mini ster of Foreign Affair s of Ukraine 

Mr. Pavlo Klimkin was born on 25 December 1967 in Kursk 

1991 - graduated from Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology , Deprutment of Aerophysics 
and Space Reseru·ch, Master's degree in Physics and Mathematics 

1991 - 1993 - reseru·ch officer , National Academy of Science of Ukraine , Paton Welding Institute 

1993 - 1997 - Attache , Third , Second Secretary, Directorate-General for Anns Control and 
Disannament , MFA of Ukraine 

1997 - 2000 - Third , Second Secretruy , Emba ssy of Ukraine in the Federal Republic of Gennany 
(political , scientific and technical issues) 

2000 - 2002 - First Secretruy , Counselor , Depaitment for Economic Cooperation , MFA of Ukraine 

2002 - 2004 - Head of division for economic and sectora l cooperation with the EU, Depa1iment for 
European integration , MF A of Ukraine 

2004 - 2008 - Minister-Counselor, Embassy of Ukraine to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
N 01ihem Ireland 

03 .2008 - 04 .2010 - Director of the EU Depa1iment , MFA of Ukraine 

04.2010 - 04 .2011 - Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

04.2011 - 06.2012 - Deputy Minister , Head of Staff 

06 .2012 - 06.2014 - Ambassador Extraordinaiy and Plenipotentiaiy of Ukraine to the Federal 
Republic of Gennany 

19.06.2014 - appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

Fluent in English and Geiman languages , basic knowledge of French and Spanish. 
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TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. Minister I am very pleased to see you again in Kyiv. 

• What are your plans after the inauguration ? I hope that you will stay involved in 
Ukraine 's political discourse and push for the implementation of the reform agenda. 

• I under stand that you might run for Parliament next fall? 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , particularl y in the energy sector. What are 

your perspectives on how the new administration perceives the importance of reform? 

• I hope that you will under score to the new administration that the Department of 
Energy stands ready to work with the new team to help implement these changes. A 
more transparent, rules-based, and competitive energy market is essential to 
Ukraine 's sovereignty and energy security. 

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 
• In November 2018 , I agreed to launch the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 

with President Poroshenko , to cooperate on many of the energy issues facing 
Ukraine. 

• We believe that the Dialogue would be a useful format for the Department of Energy 
to engage with your government at the highest level , to develop an engagement plan 
to move ahead with reform s, and to encourage more foreign direct investment into 
Ukraine. 

• I know that you met with Deputy Secretary Brouillette . I would be interested to hear 
your perspectives on how we might re-invigorate the Dialogue under the new 
administration. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underwa y to prepare for the winter heating season . 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unless the country begins to purchase and store gas 

Page 5 of 6 
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now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Naftogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 
~ 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the ~ 
r 

upcoming winter season. o:, 

• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 
this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 

Page 6 of 6 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Meeting with Petro Poroshenko , President of Ukraine 

Sunday May 19, 2019 
19:00 - 20:00 EET (EST+7) 
Bankova 

(b) (5) 

Closed 

TBD 
19:00 

VISUALS: Choose an item. 

Your meet ing will begin. 

20:00 Your meet ing will conclude. 

PARTI CIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES : 

Petro Poroshenko (Pet-ro Poor -oh-shen-koh), President of Ukraine 
A ddressed as Mr. President or President Poroshenk o 
TBD 

United States 
Brian McConn ack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gan ish, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Aff airs 

Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of Internat ional Aff airs 

This is your third meeting with President Poroshenko. You first met in Washington 
in June 20 17 . You also met with him in Ukraine in November 2018 where you 
agreed upon the creation of the U.S.-Ukra ine Strategic Energy Dialogue. 

(b) (5) 

BACKGROUND: (b) (5) 

Page 1 of 7 
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(b)(5) 

BRIEFING PREPARED BY : Paul Tumminia and Emily Noel, IA-21 

BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 

STAFF SEC POC: Choose an item. 

ATTACHMEN TS: 
1. Biography 
2. Talking Points 
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BIOGRAPHY 

ATTACHMENT 1: Biography 
Petro Poroshenko , President of Ukraine 

Petro Poroshenko was born in the city ofBolhrad , Odesa region, on September 26, 1965. 
Mr. Poroshenko is the fifth and cunent President of Ukraine and has been in office since 2014. 

During the Euromaidan protests , between November 2013 and Febrna1y 20 14, Poroshenko actively 
supported the protests , includin g with financial support. This led to an upsurge of his populai·ity. 
Previously , he served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2008 to 2011, and as the Minister of 
Trade and Econotnic Development in 2013. From 2008 until 2013 , Poroshenko headed the Council 
of Ukraine's National Bank. 

Outside governmen t, Poroshenko has been a prominent businessman with a lucrative cai·eer in 
acquirin g and building assets. His most recognized business is Roshen, the lai·ge-scale 
confectio nery company which has eained him the nickname of 'Chocolate King' 

Higher education : 1982-1989 - Taras Shevchenko National Univers ity ofKyiv, Faculty of 
International Relations and International Law. Specializati on: International Econotnic Relations. 

Poroshenko speaks fluent Ukrain ian, Russian , English and Romanian . 

He is mani.ed and has two sons Oleksiy (1985) and Mykha ilo (2001) , as well as two daughters 
Yevheniya (2000) and Oleksandra (2000). 
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Attachment 2 
TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. Minister I am very pleased to see you again in Kyiv. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly support s Ukraine ' s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

• What are your plans after the inauguration ? I hope that you will stay involved in 
Ukraine 's political discourse and push for the implementation of the reform agenda. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , particularl y in the energy sector. What are 

your perspectives on how the new administration perceives the importance of reform? 

• I hope that you will under score to the new administration that the Department of 
Energy stands ready to work with the new team to help implement these changes. A 
more transparent, rules-based, and competitive energy market is essential to 
Ukraine 's sovereignty and energy security. 

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 
• In November 2018 , we agreed to launch the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 

Poroshenko, to cooperate on many of the energy issues facing Ukraine. 

• We believe that the Dialogue would be a useful format for the Department of Energy 
to engage with your government at the highest level , to develop an engagement plan 
to move ahead with reform s, and to encourage more foreign direct investment into 
Ukraine. 

• I wou ld be interested to hear your perspectives on how we might re-invigorate the 
Dialogue under the new administration. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
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• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 
currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unle ss the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Naftogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season. 

• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 
this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

Meeting with Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the U.S. delegation 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
TBD 
Bankova 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: Choose an item. 

SCENARIO: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND: 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (V ol-o-de-mir Zel-ensk-ee ), President of Ukraine 
• Addressed as Mr . President or President Zelenskyy 

TBD 

United States 
Brian McConn ack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gani sh, Assistant Secretmy, Office of International Affairs 

U.S. Delegation 
Special Envoy Kurt Volker 
Rob Portman, Senator (R-OH) 

Sam Buchan, Senior Adv isor, Office of International Affairs 

You will meet with President Zelenskyy twice today. You will meet with him and 
the U.S. delegation and then you will have a private bilateral meeting with him with 
DOE representatives only. 

(b) (5) 
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BRIEFING PREPARED BY : Paul Tummini a and Emily Noe l, IA-21 

BRIEFING REVIE WED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 
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STAFF SEC POC: Choose an item. 

ATTACHMEN TS: 
1. Biograp hy 
2 . Talking Points 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (Vol-o-de-mir Sel-ensk-ee) 
President of Ukraine 

Zelenskyy was born in the city ofK ryviy Rih on 
Januaiy 25, 1978. While he was growing up, for four 
years he lived with his parents in the city ofErdenet , 
Mongolia. He also went to prima1y school there . After 
that, his family returned to Ktyviy Rih where he 
studied at school No. 95 and undertook extensive 
English leaining. 

In 1995, he entered Ktyviy Rih Institute of Economics, which is part ofKy iv National Economic 
University, where he received a law degree. He unde1went a two-month internship during his time in the 
University . 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy became famous in 1990s thanks to a highly-acclaimed KVN stand-up TV show. He 
was a member of various teams until he skyrocketed to his first big standup success with the launch in 1997 
of a 95 Kvaiial team. Soon the team entered the KVN's Major League. 

In 2003, Zelenskyy's team left the League. In 2005 , after a conflict with KVN, the Vechimiy Kva1tal 
[Evening Quarter] TV show appeared on one of the Ukrainian channels. Soon, the program became the 
highest rated on Ukrainian TV in a comedy segment. 

Later, Studio Kvaital-95 was launched . After that, Zelenskyy along with his pait ners launched a number of 
other successful TV projects . In 2008, he played one of the main roles in the Love in the Big City comedy, 
and later in its sequels released in 2010 and 2013. In 2011, a remake of The Office Romance Soviet -era 
film was released, where Zelenskyy also played a major role . Then he featured in the Rzhevsky against 
Napoleon comedy. 

Zelenskyy also played the role of a Ukrainian teacher Vasyl Holoborodko , who suddenly became president , 
in a highly populai· television series Servant of the People (three seasons have already been released). 

No less successful and populai· project by Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Studio Kvaital 95 is the comedy 
series Svaty [Matchmakers], which was recently banned in Ukraine , while one of its main actors, Russian 
national Fyodor Dobronravov , was banned from entering Ukraine for national security reasons. 

Zelenskyy has been manied to Olena Kiyashko since 2003. The couple's daughter Oleksandra was born in 
2008. Their son Kyiylo was born in early 2013. 

Zelenskyy announced he would run for presidency in 2019 while addressing an audience during the K vartal 
95 New Yeai·'s Eve late night show on 1 + 1 TV channel. Later, the Servant of the People paity nominated 
him as their presidential candidate. After that, Volodymyi· Zelenskyy and his team actively took on social 
networks, publishing a series of appeals to Ukrain ians and incumbent President Petro Poroshenko . 

(b) (5) 
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TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. President , I am very pleased to meet you. On behalf of the President of the 

United States and the American people , I would like to extend our best wishes to you 
as President of Ukraine. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly supports Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, particularl y in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine 's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

• It is clear that your message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine- (73% of the popular vote). I would encourage you and your team to 
capitalize on this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United States and the 
European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change and reform can 
be implemented. But you must be committed to make the hard choices on corruption 
and good governance reforms. 

• The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based, and competitive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine's sovereignty and energy security. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season . 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unless the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Naftogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

Page 6 of 7 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Saturday , May 18, 20 19 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season. 

• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 
this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season . 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How could the U.S. Government provide assistance? 

Potential Questions for the President: 
• I would be interested to hear your per spectives regarding the security situation in 

eastern Ukraine. What is the likelihood that there will be some progress in resolving 
this impasse? 

• In what other areas could the Department of Energy provide technical assistance to 
support your government? How could the United States, EU, and Canada , work with 
your government to ensure that these reforms continue to be implemented , 
particularly in the energy sector? 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Meeting with Volodym yr Zelen skyy, President of Ukraine 

Monday, May 20, 20 19 
15:00 - 17:00 EET (EST+7) 
Bankova 
(b) (5) 

Closed 

TBD 
17:00 

VISUALS: Choose an item. 

Your meeting will begin. 

18:00 Your meet ing will conclude. 

PARTI CIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES : 

BACKGROUND: 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (V ol-o-de-mir Zel-ensk-ee ), President of Ukraine 
• Addressed as Mr. Pre,sident or President Zelenskyy 

TBD 

United States 
Brian McConnac k, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Ganish, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan Senior Advisor, Office of International Affairs 

This is your first meet ing with President Zelenskyy. When he was the President
elect, you met with his advisors while you were in Brnssels for the U.S .-EU LNG 
Event. 

(b) (5) 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (Vol-o-de-mir Sel-ensk-ee) 
President of Ukraine 

Zelenskyy was born in the city ofK ryviy Rih on 
Janmuy 25, 1978. While he was growing up, for four 
years he lived with his parents in the city ofErdenet , 
Mongolia. He also went to prima1y school there . After 
that, his family returned to Ktyviy Rih where he 
studied at school No. 95 and undertook extensive 
English learning. 

In 1995, he entered Ktyviy Rih Institute of Economics, which is part ofKy iv National Economic 
University, where he received a law degree. He unde1went a two-month internship during his time in the 
University . 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy became famous in 1990s thanks to a highly-acclaimed KVN stand-up TV show. He 
was a member of various teams until he skyrocketed to his first big standup success with the launch in 1997 
of a 95 Kvaiial team. Soon the team entered the KVN's Major League. 

In 2003, Zelenskyy's team left the League. In 2005 , after a conflict with KVN, the Vechirniy Kvartal 
[Evening Quarter] TV show appeared on one of the Ukrainian channels. Soon, the program became the 
highest rated on Ukrainian TV in a comedy segment. 

Later, Studio Kvaital-95 was launched . After that, Zelenskyy along with his pait ners launched a number of 
other successful TV projects. In 2008, he played one of the main roles in the Love in the Big City comedy, 
and later in its sequels released in 2010 and 2013. In 2011, a remake of The Office Romance Soviet -era 
film was released, where Zelenskyy also played a major role . Then he featured in the Rzhevsky against 
Napoleon comedy. 

Zelenskyy also played the role of a Ukrainian teacher Vasyl Holoborodko , who suddenly became president , 
in a highly populai· television series Servant of the People (three seasons have already been released). 

No less successful and popular project by Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Studio Kvaital 95 is the comedy 
series Svaty [Matchmakers], which was recently banned in Ukraine , while one of its main actors, Russian 
national Fyodor Dobronravov , was banned from entering Ukraine for national security reasons. 

Zelenskyy has been manied to Olena Kiyashko since 2003. The couple's daughter Oleksandra was born in 
2008 . Their son Kyiylo was born in early 2013. 

Zelenskyy announced he would run for presidency in 2019 while addressing an audience during the K vartal 
95 New Yeai·'s Eve late night show on 1 + 1 TV channel. Later, the Servant of the People paity nominated 
him as their presidential candidate. After that, Volodymyi· Zelenskyy and his team actively took on social 
networks, publishing a series of appeals to Ukrain ians and incumbent President Petro Poroshenko . 

(b) (5) 
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TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. President , I am very pleased to meet you. On behalf of the President of the 

United States and the American people , I would like to extend our best wishes to you 
as President of Ukraine. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly supports Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, particularl y in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine 's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

• It is clear that your message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine- (73% of the popular vote). I would encourage you and your team to 
capitalize on this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United States and the 
European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change and reform can 
be implemented. But you must be committed to make the hard choices on corruption 
and good governance reforms. 

• The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based, and competitive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine's sovereignty and energy security. 

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 
• In November 2018, I agreed to launch the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 

with your predecessor , President Poroshenko , to cooperate on many of the energy 
issues facing Ukraine. 

• We believe that the Dialogue would be a useful format for the Department of Energy 
to engage with your government at the highest level, to develop an engagement plan 
to move ahead with reforms, and to encourage more foreign direct investment into 
Ukraine. 
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• We hope that we can re-launch this Dialogue under your leadership. The Deputy 
Secretary will lead this Dialogue from the U.S. side. 

• I would ask you to nominate a co-chair from your side to begin this critical work. 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
• There are several critical issues that I believe your administration should address in 

the next coming weeks. 

• It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 
Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

• I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine's commitment to European energy norms. 

• The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine's 
position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom. We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
unbundle s on time, and creates a new TSO that wi ll be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group 

• Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and know-how , but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reforms. 

• We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production , including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We urge 
Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , and in line 
with the recommendations of the business community. 

• Diversifying your nuclear fuel supply away from Russia is extremely important for 
Ukraine's energy security. Westinghouse fuel supplie s reduce Russian leverage over 
Ukraine. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
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winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unles s the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Naftogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 
~ 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the ~ 
upcoming winter season. °' 

~ 
• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 

this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 

Potential Questions for the President: 
• I would be interested to hear your perspectives regarding the security situation in 

eastern Ukraine. What is the likelihood that there will be some progress in resolving 
this impasse? 

• In what other areas could the Department of Energy provide technical assistance to 
support your government? How could the United States, EU, and Canada , work with 
your government to ensure that these reforms continue to be implemented , 
particularly in the energy sector? 
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DOE Engagement (past and current) 
The Departm ent of Energy (DOE) has had extensive engagement with Ukr aine since Ukraine's 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, with paiiic ular focus on the coun tiy after the civil 
uprising known as the Maidan or the Revolution of Dignity in 2014. fu that year, DOE provided 
critical suppo1i to assist the GOU to put in place emergency protoco ls for expected sho1iages for 
fuel during the 2014 -20 15 winter season . Since 20 14, DOE has expanded cooperation and 
developed severa l areas of focus which are designed to implement refo1ms and enhance the 
coun tiy's energy security. 

• Cyber security. DOE has provided technical assistance to the GOU to bolster cyber security 
ha ining and awareness. DOE completed a cyber secur ity ti·aining program in 20 17-2018 that was 
aimed at cyber security professio nals and government officia ls in the energy sector. 

• Nuclear fuel. DOE provided $70 million to diversify Ukra ine's nucleai· fuel supp ly, which 
serves to increase Ukraine's energy security and reduce dependence on Russia . 

• Civil nuke operations. fu the civil nuclear area, DOE has provided techn ical assistance for an 
outage optimization program which bolsters the efficiency of nucleai· power units durin g 
scheduled maintenance. 

• Modernizing coal-fired power plants . DOE has provide d techni cal assistance to help Ukr aine 
modernize its the1ma l power units and retrofit generation assets. Coal fleet modernization and 
retrofitt ing will allow Ukrai ne's plants to bum more readily available and cheaper G-grade coal, 
and to do so in a more efficient manner. 

• Winter Action Plan . DOE, with Canadian and EU colleagues , prepared a plan in case of sho1i 
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te1m cuts in gas supply. When Russia made such cuts in March 2018 , Ukrai ne activated the 
emergency protocols of the plan , which minimized the impact of Russia ' s actions. 

• Resiliency P lan. DOE led an internati onal team of experts from the EU, Canada and several 
national laboratorie s to prepare a comprehensive medium tenn plan for enhancing the energy 
resilience of Ukraine. This National Energy Resilience Plan is undergoing final review and can 
be delivered to the Government of Ukraine at the first meeting of the SED . 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Meeting with Volod ymyr Groysman, Prime Minister of Ukraine 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
15:00 - 17:00 EET (EST+7) 
Bankova 

(b) (5) 

Closed 

TBD 
TBD 

VISUALS: Choose an item. 

Your meeting will begin. 

TBD Your meeting will conclude. 

PARTI CIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF : 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES : 

BACKGROUND: 

Volodymyr Groysman (Vol-o-de-mir Ha roy-sman), Prime Minister of Ukraine 
• Addressed as Mr. Prime Minister 

TBD 

United States 
Brian McC01mack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gan-ish, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of International Affairs 

This is your first meeting with President Zelenskyy. When he was the President
elect, you met with his advisors while you were in Bmsse ls for the U.S .-EU LNG 
Event. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Attachment 1: Biography 
Volodymyr Groysman 

Born in Vinnytsya on 20 January 1978. He complete d 
Vinnytsya secondary school No 35 in 1994.Studied Law in 
the InteITegional Academy of Personnel Management in 
2000-2003 . 

Career 
He began his earner as a metal worker at the Shkolnyk 
private ente1prise when he was 14 years old. 
In 2002, he was elected a Vinnytsya city c01mcilor and was 
as a deputy head of the penn anent commission of the city 
c01mcil for human rights , law, councilors' perfo1mance and 
ethics . 
In November 2005, he was elected the secretary of the 
Vinnytsya city council. After 25 November 2005 , he was the 
acting mayor of Vinnytsya. 
On 26 March 2006, Groysman was elected mayor ofV innytsya. On 31 October 2010, he was re
elected as mayor with the record suppo1t of 77.8 per cent of votes. He was running on behalf of the 
Conscience of Ukraine patty . 
After the Euro-Maidan protests , on 27 Janua1y 2014 , he was appointed deputy prime minister and 
mini ster of regional development, constm ction, housing and utilities. During the Crimea crisis, 
Volodymyr Groysman called on Crimean residents not to vote in the illegal referen dum on 16 
March 2015. He unainbiguously described the Crimean events as Russia's tnilita1y aggress ion and 
encroachment on the teITitorial integrity of Ukraine. 
In July 2014, Volodymyr Groysman chaired the government comtniss ion investigating the crash of 
the Malaysia n Airlines MHl 7 Boeing 777 in eastern Ukraine. 
He is a vice-president of the Associatio n of Ukrainian Cities for housing and utilities . 
In the 2014 early pai·liainentaiy election, Groysman was No 4 on the list of the Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc. 
On 27 Novembe r 2014, he was elected parliain ent speaker by 359 MPs. 
On 14 April 20 16, he was appointed prime mini ster of Ukraine. 
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Attachment 2 
TALKING POINTS 

Cll 
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Overview ~ r 
• Mr. Prime Minister, I am very plea sed to see you again. On behalf of the President of o:, 

the United States and the American people , I am honored to lead the delegation to the ~ ;:g 
inauguration of President Zelenskyy. I would like to extend our best wishes to you as ci 
President of Ukraine. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remain s a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly support s Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , particularl y in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

• It is clear that the message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine. I would encourage you and your team to work with the new Presidential 
administration to carry out this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United 
States and the European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change 
and reform can be implemented . But you must be committed to make the hard 
choices on corruption and good governance reforms. 

• The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based, and competitive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine's sovereignty and energy security. 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
• It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 

Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

• I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine's commitment to European energy norms. 
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• The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine's 
position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom. We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
unbundles on time, and creates a new TSO that will be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group. 

• Could we agree to work together on plan for unbundling with the European 
Commission to ensure adherence to EU directive s? This is crucial if the new TSO is 
to be certified and gas volumes to Europe continue next winter. 

• How can the Department of Energy and the U.S. government provide assistance? 

• Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and know-how, but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reforms. 

• We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production, including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We urge 
Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , and in line 
with the recommendations of the business community . 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unle ss the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Nafiogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season. The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior 
management ofNaftogaz on this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to 
assist Ukraine on this issue, as we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 
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DOE Engagement 

DOE Engagement (past and current) 
The Department of Ener gy (DOE) has had extensive engagement with Ukr aine since Ukraine's 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, with paiiic ular focus on the countiy after the civil 
uprising known as the Maidan or the Revolution of Dignity in 20 14. In that year, DOE provided 
critical suppo1i to assist the GOU to put in place emergency protocols for expected sho1iages for 
fuel during the 2014-2015 winter season . Since 2014 , DOE has expanded cooperation and 
developed several areas of focus which are designed to implement refo1ms and enhan ce the 
countiy's energy security. 

• Cyber security. DOE has provided technical assistance to the GOU to bolster cyber security 
hainin g and awareness. DOE completed a cyber securi ty ti·aining program in 2017-20 18 that was 
aimed at cyber security profe ssionals and governmen t officials in the energy sector. 

• Nuclear fuel. DOE prov ided $70 milli on to diversify Ukraine 's nucleai· fuel supply, which 
serves to increase Ukraine 's energy securi ty and reduce dependence on Russia. 

• Civil nuke operations . In the civil nuclear area, DOE has provided techni cal assistance for an 
outage optimi zation program which bolsters the efficiency of nucleai· power units durin g 
schedul ed maintenance. 

• Modernizing coal-fired power plants. DOE has provided techni cal assistance to help Ukrain e 
modernize its the1mal power units and retrofit generation assets. Coal fleet modernizati on and 
retrofitting will allow Ukr aine's plants to bum more readily available and cheaper G-grade coal, 
and to do so in a more efficient manner. 

• Winter Action Plan. DOE , with Canadian and EU colleagues, prepar ed a plan in case of sho1i 
te1m cuts in gas supply. When Russia made such cuts in March 2018, Ukraine activated the 
emergency protocols of the plan, which minimized the impact of Russia 's actions. 

• Resiliency P lan. DOE led an international team of expe1is from the EU, Canada and several 
national laboratories to prepare a compreh ensive medium te1m plan for enhan cing the energy 
resilience of Ukraine. This National Energy Resilience Plan is undergoing final review and can 
be delivered to the Governm ent of Ukraine at the first meeting of the SED. 
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Andri y Parubiy 

Andriy Parnbiy is a Ukrainian politician and Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada (the Ukrainian 
parliament) since April 2016. Prior to that, Andriy Parnbiy was First Deputy Speaker of the 
Verkhovna Rada, a position he held since January 2015 . He was also a senior member of the People 's 
Front pa.iiy, and in the October 2014 elections occupied the #4 place on the paiiy's electoral list. 

Prior to the October 20 14 elections, Parnbiy briefly served as the Acting Secreta.iy of Nat ional 
Security and Defense Council, before stepping down in August 2014 for undisclosed reasons . He 
was one of the leaders of the 2013 -2014 anti-Yanukovych protest campaign and an active pa.iiicipant 
in pro-EU protests (EuroMaidan) . 

Pa.iu biy was elected to the Rada as Our Ukraine nominee in 2007 . In Febrna.i·y 20 12 he moved from 
Our Ukraine to Front of Change pa1iy led by Arseniy Y atsenyuk. After Front of Change merger with 
Tymoshe nko-led Batkivshc hyna (Motherland) pa.iiy he was elected to the Rada in 2012 on the 
Batkivshchyna paiiy list. 

In 2002 -2007 he was a member of the Lviv Ob last Council. His political views became more moderate 
during the 2004 anti-Yanukovych protests dubbed as the Orange Revolution . In November -
December 2004 Parnbiy ran the section of Orange Revolutio n camp located at the Ukrainian House 
in Kyiv. In 2005 he left Svoboda and jo ined Yushchenko-led Our Ukraine pa.iiy. 

From 1999 to 2004 Pa.iubiy led SNP's youth branch, Patriot of Ukraine . 

In 1994-1998 he served as a member of Lviv's City Council. In 1991 Pa.iubiywas co-founder offa.i·
right Social-National Paiiy of Ukraine (SNP) , which in 2004 changed its name to Svoboda . From 
1990 to 1994 he was a member of the Lviv Oblast Counci l. 

In 1988-1991 he actively pa.iiicipated in pro-independence movement and led Lviv-based nationalist 
youth organization Spadshchyna (Heritage) . 

(b) (6) 

He was born on(b) (6) 
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TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. Speaker , I am very pleased to see you again in Kyiv. 

Cll 
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• This is a very critical time for Ukraine. I hope that Parliament can work together with ~ ;:g 
the new administration. £.. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly support s Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity , and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , parti cularly in the energy sector. What are 

your perspectives on how the new administration perceives the importance of reform? 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
• There are several critical issues that I believe should be addressed by the Parliament 

and the new administration. 

• It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 
Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

• I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz 's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine 's commitment to European energy norms. 

• The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine 's 
position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom. We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
unbundle s on time, and creates a new TSO that will be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group 

• Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and know-how , but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reforms. 
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• We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production, including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We would like 
to work with Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , 
and in line with the recommendation s of the business community. 

• The Department of Energy would stand ready to help provide technical support to 
implement Production Sharing Agreements (PSA's). 

• We would ask your support for the technical team which will be traveling to Ukraine 
and Poland in June to assess the viability of expanding interconnection s with Poland. 

• Diversifying your nuclear fuel supply away from Russia is extremely important for 
Ukraine's energy security. Westinghouse fuel supplie s reduce Russian leverage over 
Ukraine. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unle ss the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Naftogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season . 

• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 
this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 

Page 6 of 6 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Saturday , May 18, 20 19 

EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

Meeting with Presidents of Estonia (Kersti Kaljulaid), Latvia 
Raimonds Vejonis), and Lithuania (Dalia Grybauskaite) 

May 20, 2019 
TBD 
TBD 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: DOE Photographer 

SCENARIO: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: Kersti Kaljulaid (Kir-stee Call-ju-laid), President of Estonia 
► Addressed as Madame P resident 

STAFF: 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND: 

Raimonds Vejonis (Ray-monds Vey-yon-iss), President of Latvia 
► Addressed as Mr . President 

Dalia Giyba uskaite (Dal-ya Gi·ee-bau-sky-tye), President of Lithuania 
► Addressed as Madame President 

Secretaiy Peny 
Brian McConn ack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gan-ish, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of International Affairs 

You met with all three Presidents in April 2018 during the Baltic Summit at the 
White House . 

(b) (5) 
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BIOGRAPHIE S 

Estonia: Kersti Kaljulaid (Kir-stee Call-ju-laid) 
President of Estonia 

Kersti Kaljulaid was born on 30 December 1969 in Taitu. 
She graduated from the University of Tartu in 1992 in the field of 
genetics in the Faculty of Natural Sciences and comp leted master's 
studies in the Faculty of Econom ics and Business Administration in 
200 1. 
From 1994 to 1999, she worked in vai·ious Estonia n compani es: first, as 
the sales manager of telephone switchboards in Eesti Telefon , later in 
Hoiupank Mai·kets and Hansapank Markets as an associate in 
investment banking. 

From 1999 to 2002 , Kersti Kaljulaid was Prime Minister Maii Laar's 
Economic Advisor. Her duties included organization of cooperation of 
the Office of the Prime Minister with Estonian central bank, the 

Ministiy of Finance and ministi·ies that had larger budgets, as we ll as coordinatio n of relations with 
the Internat ional Moneta1y Fund and other financial institut ions (European Bank for Reconsti11ction 
and Development , Nordic Investment Bank and World Bank). She participated in preparing the 
pension refo1m together with the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Social Affairs and advised 
the Prim e Minister in annual budget negotiatio ns held with other ministers. 
From 2002 to 2004 , Kersti Kaljulaid was the CFO and CEO of the hu Power Plant of state -owned 
energy company Eesti Energia. 

From 2004 to 2016 she was a Member of the European Comi of Auditors. From 2004 to 2006 
Kersti Kaljulaid organized the financial audit of the research and developme nt funds of the budget 
of the European Union and from 2007 to 2010 she was respons ible for the audit of the Strnctural 
Policies. From 2004 to 2007 , she was the auditor of the Galileo project of the European Union. 
From 20 10 to 2016 she coordinated the preparat ion of the Annual Repo1i and State of Assuran ce of 
the European Comi of Auditors. From 2005 to 2007 , she was a member of the Europol Audit 
Comm ittee and chaired the committee in 2007. From 2006 to 2008 , she was the chair of the 
Admin isu-ative Affa irs Comm ittee of the Court of Audito rs. From 2010 to 2014 , she was 
responsible for the methodology and preparation of the Annual Rep01t of the Comi of Aud itors. In 
20 16, she worked in the field of the agriculture audit. 

In addition , Kersti Kaljulaid was a member of the Superviso1y Board of the Estonian Genome 
Center from 2001 to 2004. She was also a member of the Advisory Boai·d of the University ofTaitu 
from 2009 to 2011 and the Counc il Chair of the University of Taitu from 2012 to 2016. Kersti 
Kaljulaid has been a co-autho r of the social-p olitical radio talk show Keskpaevatund (Midday Hour) 
in radio statio n Kuku from 2002 to 2004 and the editor of the Eurominutid (Euro-minutes) radio 
show from 2007 to 20 16 in the same station. Kersti Kaljulaid is maITied and has four children. She 
speaks English , French, and Finni sh. 
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Latvia: Raimonds Vejonis (Ray-monds 
Vey-yon-iss) 
President of Latvia 
Raimonds Vejonis has been the President of Latvia 
since July 8, 20 15. Before that , he was the 
Minister of Defense of Latvia and the Minister of 
Environmental Protect ion and Regional 
Developmen t for almost nine years, and he was a 
MP of the Saeima (Latvia n Parliament) as well . 
He was born on June 15, 1966 in Pskov region, 
Russia, but he grew up in Sarka~ rnral district, Madona distr ict. Vejonis obtained a Master degree 
in biology in 1995. 
After mastering the first higher education, Vejonis became Deputy Director ofMado na Regional 
Environmental Board and was also a member ofMado na City Council from 1990 to 1993. 
Raimonds Vejonis became the Director of newly established Greater Riga Regional Environmental 
Board in 1996. 

After the elections of the 8th Saeima in 2002, he was the Minister of Environme ntal Protection , 
which he held for nine consecutive years. In 2014, he became the Minister of Defense of Latvia. 
During his political career, Vejonis has worked in the ru·ea of foreign policy and national 
developme nt areas, as he has been the President and the Vice President of the Baltic Assembly, the 
Vice -President of the Baltic Sea Parliam entaiy Conference, and he has led the Baltic Affairs 
Subcomm ittee of the Foreign Affairs Comm ittee of the Saeima and the Latvian delegation to the 
Baltic Assembly. Raim onds Vej onis has been a Member of the National Security Collllllittee , the 
Public Adm inistratio n and Local Government Comm ittee of the Saeima, as well as the Strategic 
Developmen t Comm ission under the auspices of the President of Latvia. He has also led the 
Subcommitt ee on Monitoring the Draftin g and Implementation of the National Developm ent Plan . 
On July 8, 2015 , Raim onds Vejonis officially became the President of Latvia. The Saeima elected 
Raimonds Vejonis as the President of Latvia in the fifth voting on June 3, when 55 MPs supported 
his candidacy. 
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Lithuania: Dalia Grybauskaite (Dal-ya Gree -bau-sky
tye) 
President of Lithuania 
Dalia Grybauskaite earned a degree in po litical economy from 
Leningrad University in 1983. In 1988, she defended her thesis at 
Moscow Academy of Public Sciences and received a doctoral degree 
in economics. In 1993, the Research Council of Lithuania granted 
her an academ ic degree of doctor of social sciences. 
In 1983, she began working as scientific secretaTy at the society 
"Zinija" under the Academy of Sciences. She was Head of the Agricu lture Division at Vilnius High 
Party School in 1983-1984, and later, from 1985 to 1990, a lecturer at the Depa1tment of Political 
Economy. In 1990-1991, she was scientific secretary at the Lithuanian Institute of Economics 
under the Ministry of Economics of the Republic of Lithuania. 
In 1991, G1ybauskaite became a program director in Prime Minister's office . The same year, she 
was appointed Director of the European Departme nt at the Minish'y of International Economic 
Relations. In 1993, she se1ved as Director of the Economic Relations Department at the Ministiy of 
Foreign Affairs. In 1994, she was appointed Envoy Exu·aordinaiy and Minister Plenipotentiaiy at 
the Lithuanian Mission to the EU. From 1996-1999, Dalia Grybauska ite acted as Minister 
Plenipotent iaiy at the Lithuanian Embassy in the United States. She se1ved as Vice Finance 
Minister from 1999 to 2000, Vice Foreign Minister from 2000 to 200 1, and Finance Minister from 
200 1 to 2004. 
In 2004, G1ybauskaite was appointed EU Commiss ioner responsible for financial programming and 
budget. In 2005 , she was elected Commissioner of the Year for her effo1ts to refo1m the EU budget. 
Giybauska ite has se1ved as the President of Lithuania since July 12, 2009. 
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TALKING POINTS 
European Energy Security 

• The United States strongly supports enhancing European energy security. 

• An energy secure Europe serves as a strong partner for the United States in 
meeting global challenges. 

• The United States is not simply seeking to eliminate Russian gas or electricity 
from the market. Russian gas and electricity can and should remain part of a 
diversified energy mix for Europe. 

• Our priority is helping Europe minimize dependence upon a single supplier. 
The United States support s a pro-Europe energy security policy based on 
diversification of fuel types, supply sources ( countries of origin), and delivery 
routes. 

Electric Grid Synchronization with EU 
• I under stand that Estonia , Latvia , Lithuania , and Poland have come to 

agreement on a way forward for synchronization. 

• DOE stands ready to work with representatives from the Ministries of Latvia 
and Lithuania , as well as representatives from the other Baltic countries to 
analyze potential ways in which this synchronization could take place. 

• DOE is also committed to working with stakeho lders in Baltic States to expand 
training opportunities , help bolster cyber security defenses of critical energy 
infrastructure, and improve grid resiliency. We have ongoing technical 
cooperation in these areas. 

• We understand that the Russian TSO will perform a test this week. Our lab 
experts from Pacific Northwest National Laboratory will provide monitoring 
support during the test. We might also provide support when your TSO's 
conduct their isolation test. 

• I wou ld be very interested to hear your perspectives regarding a path forward. 

• Do you see a role for U.S. technologie s in advancing this crucial step in linking 
the Baltic nations with Europe? 
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DOE Engagement in the Region 
Cll 

~ 
Partnership for Transatlantic Energy Cooperation f;l 

""'.!~ • Certainly, we would see these efforts under the framework of the Partnership , 
which I announced in Bucharest last year. P-TEC will allow DOE, and the U.S. r 
government , to expand engagement across the region. °' 

~ 
• DOE hope s to share expertise drawn from the National Laboratory complex to 

help partners and Allies enhance the energy security of critical infrastructure. 

U.S.-Baltic Summit 
• I would be very interested in hearing your perspectives and ideas on a Summit 

later this year. 

U.S. LNG 
• The United States is supportive of increased global and U.S. LNG trade. 

• New sources of gas will provide more flexibility and optionality to gas 
market s; increase security of supply; and play a key role in bridging demand 
and moderating prices , especially to consuming countries that will be 
negotiating new contracts with pipeline exporters. 

• We believe that our shale gas and U.S. LNG will play a role in EU energy 
diversification. 

• Approximately 13 billion cubic feet per day ( or 134 billion cubic meters per 
year or 100.1 MTPA (million tons per annum) of LNG) of natural gas export 
capacity is in various states of operation and construction across seven large 
scale LNG export projects. 

• Three projects, Sabine Pass, Dominion Cove Point , and Corpus Christi , are 
operating, and their current export capacity is just under 5 billion cubic feet per 
day. 

• Three projects , Cameron , Freeport , and Elba Island, are under construction and 
set to begin exporting later in 2019. 

• On the sidelines of the Brussels U.S.-EU Energy Council High-Level Business 
to Business Forum on May 2, DOE also announced the signing of two long
term orders authorizing the export of U.S. LNG from Tellurian Inc .'s 
Driftwood LNG export facility to be built in Louisiana and Sempra Energy's 
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Port Arthur LNG export project to be built in Texas. 

• I would be interested to hear your per spectives on the likelihood for the 
development of a regional gas market in the Baltic s? 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 

i r 
0:, Nord Stream 2 

• As you know , the U.S. Government has serious concerns on Nord Stream 2 and i 
its potentially negative impact on Europe 's energy security and on Ukraine's 0 
economic and national security . There is significant opposition in the U.S. 
Congress as well. 

• U.S. opposition to Nord Stream 2 reflect s our long-standi ng concern for 
European energy security , and pre-dates by many years the availability of U.S. 
LNG for export. U.S. LNG could play a role in Europe's own efforts to 
diversify its energy sector, but market s will determine the best destinations for 
U.S. LNG exports. 

• If Gazprom is succe ssful in cutting off gas transit to Europe via Ukraine , it will 
cause significant economic challenges in Ukraine and will also remove a 
significant disincentive for further Russian aggression. 

• What do your governments see as the best path forward for countering, or 
eliminating , the concerns posed by Nord Stream 2? 

Russia Sanctions CTF RAISED) 
• The United States continues to take a measured and appropriate response to 

Russian malign activities against the United States and our partner s and allies -
to include sanction s. Our energy sector sanctions show Russia that it cannot 
act with impunity. 

• Our policy with respect to Ukraine has not changed. Our policy is that Russia 
must fully implement its commitments to the Minsk agreement s before we can 
begin to lift sanctions related to Russia's aggressive actions in eastern Ukraine. 
Russia must cease its occupation of Crimea before Crimea-related sanctions 
will be lifted. 

• We have consulted and will continue to consult with our allies in an effort to 
ensure these sanctions support our important , common work toward resolving 
the conflict in Ukraine. 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

Country Team Meeting with Embassy Staff 

Monday May 20, 2019 
TBD 
Embassy of the United States 

To meet with Embassy staff and receive a short country briefing about Ukraine 's 
po litical situation. 

Closed VISUALS: None 

SCENARIO: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: DOE 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND: 

Rick PeITy, Secretaiy of Energy 
Brian McC01mack , Chief of Staff 
Ted GaiTish, Assista nt Secretaiy for International Affa irs 
Sam Bu chan, Senior Adv isor 

Embassy of the United States 

None 

None. 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

Meeting with Ambassador Sondland and Maros Sefcovic, Vice
President for Energy Union, European Commission 

Slmday May 19, 2019 
8:30PM-9:30PM 
TBD 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: None 

SCENARIO: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: European Union 

STAFF: 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

Maros Sefcovic (Ma-rosh Shef-cho-vich) , Vice-President for Energy Union, 
European Commission 

► Addressed as Mr . Sefcovic 

Ambassador Gordon Sondland, Ambassador to the European Union 
Addressed as Mr . Ambassador 

United States 
Brian McConnack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Ganish, Assistant Secretmy, Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of International Affairs 

You have met Maros Sefcov ic a numb er of times, most recently in Brnssels during 
the U.S .-EU Energy Council in May 2019 at the U.S.-EU LNG conference. You 
previously met with Mr. Sefcov ic in Washington for a bilateral meeting and a U.S.-3 
Seas Initiative event in June 2018. You also met on the margins of the eighth Clean 
Energy Ministerial (CEM8) in Beijing in Jlme 20 17 . You first met in Washington in 
March 2017 , and then spoke by phone in June 20 17, to discuss energy refo1ms in 
Ukraine in advance of your meeting with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko. 

You have met Ambassador Sondland a numb er to times, most recently in Brnssels 
for the U.S .-EU LNG Conference. 

(b) (5) 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Maros Sefcovic (Ma-rosh Shef-cho-vich) 
Vice-President/or Energy Union, European Commission 
Maros Sefcov ic is a Slovak diplomat and politician . Mr. Sefcovic 
cune ntly as the Vice -President of the European Commiss ion for the 
Energy Union (since 2014). 

Mr. Sefcov ic has been member of the European Commissio n since 
2009, prev iously serving as the European Comm issioner for Education , 
Tra ining, Culture & Youth (2009 - 2010) and Vice-President of the 
European Commiss ion for futerinstitutio nal Relations and 
Admin istrntion (2010 - 2014). 

Mr. Sefcov ic earn ed a Ph .D. in futemat ional Law from Comeniu s 
University in Bratislava. 

Gordon Sondland 

Ambassado r of the United States of America to the 
Europea n Union, U.S . Mission to the European Union 

Gordon Sand land is the U.S. Represe ntative to the European 
Union with the rank of Ambassado r. 

Ambassador Sandland is the Founder and CEO of Provenance 
Hote ls, a national owner and operator of full-se1vice boutique 
"lifestyle" hotels. 

Ambassador Sondland 's collllllunity se1vice includes positions 
on fonner Governor Ted Kulongosk i 's (D-Oregon) transitio n team , as well as se1v ice on the 
Comm ission for White House Fellowships to which he was appointed by Pres ident George W. 
Bush . 

fu 1993, Ambassador Sandland co-founded the Gordon D. Sandland and Katherine J. Durant 
Foundation, which was estab lished to "help families and boost commun ities." The F01mdation also 
contributes significa ntly to the Militaiy Se1vice fuitiative program operated by the George W. Bush 
Presidentia l Center in Dallas. 
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TALKING POINTS 
Ukraine Energy Sector Reforms 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 

• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , particularly in the energy sector. We ~ 
know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to ~ 
ensure Ukraine's prosperity and energy security. °' 

• What are your thoughts on a joint U.S.-EU delegation to assess the current 
unbundling proposals ? 

Ukraine Gas Transit 
• This winter season presents the most significant risk of a European gas crisis since 

Russia 's invasion in 2014. 

• Ukraine's fiscal situation may preclude the purchase and injection s of the 
necessary gas supp lies to prepare for the winter season. We are monitoring the 
situation closely. 

• We hope to see progre ss in negotiation s for a new long-term transit deal post 
2019; I would be intere sted to hear your perspectives? 

• What are your thoughts on the status of Ukraine's winter preparedness? 

• How is the European Commission preparing for the possibility of a cut-off? 

European Energy Security 
• An energy secure Europe serves as a strong partner for the United States in 

meeting global challenge s. 

• Russia's position as a dominant supplier of natural gas to Europe has only 
deepened since the threat of a gas cut-off in 2014 , rising from approximately 30 
percent to 43 percent in 2017. 

• The same extends to the nuclear power sector, where too many countries continue to 
rely on nuclear fuel from a single-supplier. 

• Our priority is helping Europe minimize dependence upon a single supplier. The 
United States support s a pro-Europe energy security polic y based on 
diversification of fuel types , supply source s ( countries of origin) , and delivery 
routes. 
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• European energy security over the longer term will depend on policy choices that 
create incentives for real improvement of infrastructure, real increases in 
diversification , and the production and efficient utilization of domestic energy 
resources and raw materials. 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 

i r 
• The United States remains opposed to proposals for Nord Stream 2 and a multi-line ~ 

Turk Stream to Europe as a continuation of a long-term strategy by Russia to cement ~ 
and grow its dominance in European energy markets for both geopolitical reasons 0 
and State-owned commercial interests. 

• I under stand that the EU has significant interest in increasing the presence of U.S. 
industry in European energy markets to help drive diversification efforts. 

• U.S. industry wou ld see progress on this front as an important counter force to the 
assessed risk levels associated with business engagement, particularly in Central 
and Eastern Europe . 

• U.S. industry is unparalleled in many sectors , and energy and construc tion is 
among them , and creating an atmosphere in which risk taking is mitigated by the 
Commission's support would only help achieve the EU's energy goals. 

Transatlantic Energy Cooperation 

• We are working with countries in Central and Southeastern Europe on a very 
different vision for the region , one in which people are free to chart their own 
energy futures. 

• We value the European Commission's support for the Partnership for 
Transatlantic Energy Cooperation (P-TEC) as a new forum for cooperation that 
aligns well with your Energy Union Framework Strategy. 

• I believe the Three Seas Initiative can serve as a transformative platform for 
engagement on transatlantic energy security. It can be a framework to "complete 
Europe" with a north-south corridor in energy , telecommunications and 
infrastructure. 

• I under stand that there are discussions underwa y for a transatlantic conference on 
SMRs under P-TEC and the U.S.-EU Energy Council. We plan to support the 
event at a high-level. 

Page 6 o f 6 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Saturday, May 18, 2019 

EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

Meeting with Olena Zerkal, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine and Natalia Boyko, Deputy Minister of Energy 

Monday May 20, 2019 
TBD 
TBD 

(b) (5) 

PRESS: Closed. 

SCENARIO: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

Olena Zerkal (Ah-Lee- yen-a TSEHR kal) , Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Addressed as Deputy Minister Zerkal 

Ministry of Energy and Coal Industry 
Natalya Boyko (N a-Tal-Y a BOY-k o) Deputy Minister of Energy 
Addressed as Deputy Minister Boyko 

U.S. 
Secreta.ry PeITy 
Brian McC01mack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 
Ted Gani sh, Assistant Secreta,y , Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buchan Senior Advisor , Office of International Affairs 

You met Deputy Minister Zerkal when she introduced you at the Diplomatic 
Academy where you gave a speech dmin g yom visit in Nove mber 2018. 

You met Deputy Mini ster Boyko when you visited the Trypilska plan t and had a 
photo opportunity at the coal storage facility with the imported U .S. coal suppli es. 

KEY ISSUES: (b) (5) 
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ATTACHMENT 2: Biography 
Olena Zerkal, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

Born on June 24, 1973 in Kyiv, Ukraine. 

Education 

In 1998 Kyiv graduated from National Taras 
Shevchenko University, Law Department, 
Master of Law. In 2008 graduated from the 
Institute for Intern ational Relations of Kyiv 
National Taras Shevchenk o University, 
Master of Internati onal economic relations. 

In 2003 studied at the Geneva Centre for 
Secmity Policy, ''New Issues in Secur ity Policy" training course. 

In 2002 -2005 attended TACIS Proje ct "Legal Training in Ukraine: Kyiv and Selected Regions" 
- Educational program on EU Law" at the Institute for Interna tional Relations of Kyiv National 
Taras Shevchenko University. 

Professional activities 

2001 - 2005 -Mini stly of Justice of Ukraine, Director of Depaitme nt of Intern ational Law 

2005 - 2011 - Ministty of Justice of Ukraine, Director of State Depaitmen t on Approximation of 
Legislation. 

2011 - 2013 - Ministty of Justice of Ukraine, Di.rector of Depaitment on Liaison with State 
Authorities. 
While in the Ministty of Justice , pa1ticipated in a num ber of multi - and bilateral negotiations , 
i.a. in all rounds of negotiatio ns between Ukraine and the EU on Association Agreement 
includin g free tt·ade agreement , agreement on common aviation area, agreem ent on accession to 
the Energy Com1mmity, agreement of visa facilitation , etc. Was a member of a number of 
Ukraine's delegations at the negotiations with the EU, UN, NATO and Council ofE m ope. Was 
responsible for overa ll coordination and plannin g the activities in the sphere of approximation of 
Ukrainian legislation to the EU standai·ds, legal translation and expe1tise of draft laws , as well as 
cooperation with the EU in the spheres of ju stice , freedom and securi ty etc. 

2013 - 2014 - Senior Corporate Affairs Manager , Briti sh American Tobacco , P1yl uki , Ukraine . 

08.2014- appointed as the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs ofUkrnin e for the Emopean 
Integration. 

In August 2009, awarded honorary rank "Distinguis hed Lawyer of Ukraine ". 

Author of the Ukrainian methodology of approximation of Ukrainian legislation to the EU 
standard s, author of a number of reseai·ch works on compara tive analysis of Ukrainian 
legislation. 

Speaks English. Has basic knowledge of French. 

Has two sons. 
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Natalya Boyko 
Deputy Minister for European Integration at Ministry of Energy and Coal 
Industry of Ukraine 

Previous Positions Advisor at Administration of the President of Ukraine, 
Support Manager at Nat ional Reforms Council, Project 
Manager , Energy Reform at. .. 

Education The Institute of Energy Economics, Japan - IEEJ/Japan 
International Cooperation Agency - JICA, Ivan Franko 
National University ofLviv 
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ATTACHMENT 2: Talking Points 

Energy Sector Reforms 
• Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform , particularly in the energy sector . 

We know how difficult these measure are in terms of politic al costs , but it is 
critical to ensure Ukraine ' s prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that 
you work with the IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

• The United States and the European Union stands ready to work with you to 
ensure that change and reform can be implemented. 

• A more transparent, rules-based, and competitive energy market is essential 
to Ukraine 's sovereignty and energy security. 

N aftogaz Unbundling/Corporate Governance 
• I would be very interested to hear your perspectives on the crucial issues 

facing Ukraine and Naftogaz now. What is the status of the unbundling 
process for Naftogaz? What is the likelihood that this will be completed by 
the end of the year? 

• What are your perspectives on the recent changes made to the corporate 
charter of Naftogaz? Why did the government make the changes to the 
charter? How could this be rectified? 

Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparations that 

are currently underwa y to prepar e for the winter heating season. What is the 
current level of natural gas which is in storage ? How much do you feel 
Naftogaz will need to make it through the winter? 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural 
gas, what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure 
sufficient gas for the winter? 

Poland-Ukraine Interconnector Project 
• I understand that you are seeking the United States help with the Poles 

regarding the Poland-Ukraine Interconnector Project. What are the current 
issues? What assistance are you looking from the United States? 
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Ukraine Country Fact Sheet 

RUSSIA 

Background: Ukraine was the center of the first eastern Slavic state, Kyivan Rus, which during 
the 10th and 11th centurie s was the largest and most powerful state in Europe . Weakened by 
internec ine qmmel s and Mongol invasions, Kyivan Rus was incorpora ted into the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania and eventually into the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth . The cultural and 
religious legacy of Kyivan Rus laid the foundation for Ukrainian nationalism through subsequent 
centuries . A new Ukra inian state, the Cossack Hetman ate, was established during the mid-17th 
centmy after an uprising against the Poles. Despite continuous Muscovite pressure , the 
Hetman ate man aged to remain autonomous for well over 100 years. Durin g the latter part of the 
18th century, most Ukrainian ethnographic te1Tit01y was absorbed by the Russian Empire. 
Following the collapse of czarist Russia in 1917, Ukra ine achieved a sho1i-lived period of 
independence (1917-20), but was reconquered and endured a brntal Soviet rule that engineered 
two forced famines (192 1-22 and 1932-33) in which over 8 million died . In World War II, 
Geiman and Soviet aimies were responsible for 7 to 8 million more deaths. Although Ukraine 
achieved independence in 1991 with the dissolution of the USSR , democracy and prosperity 
remained elusive as the legacy of state control and endemic com1ption stalled effo1is at 
economic refo1m, privatization , and civil liberties. 

A peaceful mass protest refe1Ted to as the "Orange Revolution" in the closing months of 2004 
forced the authorities to overturn a rigged presidential election and to allow a new internationally 
monitored vote that swept into power a refonnist slate lmder Viktor Yushchenko Subsequent 
internal squabbles in the Yushchenko camp allowed his rival Viktor Y anukovych to stage a 
comeback in parliamenta1y (Rada) elections , become prime mini ster in August 2006, and be 
elected president in February 2010. In October 2012 , Ukraine held Rada elections , widely 
criticized by Western observers as flawed due to use of government resources to favor rnling 
paity candidates, interferen ce with media access , and harassme nt of opposition candidates. 
President Y anukovych 's backtracking on a trade and cooperation agreement with the EU in 
November 2013 - in favor of closer economic ties with Russia - and subsequent use of force 
against students, civil society activists, and other civilians in favor of the agreement led to a 
three-month protest occupation ofKyiv's central square. The government 's use of violence to 
break up the protest cainp in Febrnary 2014 led to all out pitched battles, scores of deaths, 
international condelllllation, and the president's abrnpt departure for Russia. New elections in the 
spring allowed pro-West president Petro Poroshenko to assume office on 7 June 2014. 

Sho1ily after Yanukovych's depaiiure in late February 2014, Russian President Putin ordered the 
invasion of Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula claiming the action was to protect ethnic Russians 
living there. Two weeks later, a "referendum " was held regarding the integration of Crimea into 
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the Russian Federation. The "referendum " was condemned as illegitimate by the Ukrainian 
Government , the EU, the U.S ., and the UN General Assembly (UNGA ). In response to Russia's 
pmp o1ied annexation of Crimea, 100 member s of the UN passed UNGA resolution 68/262, 
rej ecting the "referendum " as baseless and invalid and confnmin g the sovereignty , political 
independence, unity, and teITitorial integrity of Ukr aine. Russia also continues to supply prox ies 
in two of Ukraine's eastern provinces with manpower, fundin g, and materiel resultin g in an 
aimed conflict with the Ukrainian Government. Repre sentat ives from Ukr aine, Russia, and the 
unrecognized Russia proxy republics signed the Minsk Protoco l and Memorandum in September 
2014 to end the conflict. However, this agreemen t failed to stop the fighting. In a renewed 
attempt to alleviate ongoing clashes, leaders of Ukraine, Russia, Fran ce, and Ge1many negotiated 
a follow-on package of measures in Febrnary 2015 to implement the Minsk Agreements. 
Representatives from Ukraine, Russia, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe also meet regularly to facilitate implementation of the peace deal. More than 34,000 
civilians have been kill ed or wounded in the fightin g resultin g from Russian aggression in 
eastern Ukr aine. 

Area : [Slightly smaller than Texas] 
• total: 603,550 sq km 
• land: 579,330 sq km 
• water : 24,220 sq km 
• global rank : 4 7 

Population: [Approx. 1.15 times more populous than Texas] 
• 44,033,874 (July 2017 est.) , 32th in the world . 
• Densest settlement in the eastern (Donbas) and weste rn regions; notable concentrati ons in 

and ai·ound major urban areas ofK yiv, Kharkiv, Donetsk, Dniprop etrovs'k, and Odesa. 

Economy: [approximately one-tenth the size of Texas' economy] 
Under the fo1mer Soviet Union, the Ukraine Soviet Socialist Republi c had a strong econoinic 
base focused on agricultur al output , a diversified heavy industry, and raw materials supply for 
other regions of the fo1mer USSR. Sho1tly after independence in August 199 1, the Ukrainian 
Government liberaliz ed most prices and erected a legal fram ework for privatization, but 
widespread resistance to refo1m within the government and the legislature soon stalled these 
effo1ts and led to some backtrackin g. Outpu t by 1999 had fallen to less than 40% of the 1991 
level. Ukrainian Government officials eliininated most tax and customs privileges in a March 
2005 budget law, bringing more econoinic activity out of Ukrain e's large shadow economy. 
From 2000 until Inid-2008 , Ukrain e's economy was buoyant despite political tmm oil between the 
prime minister and president. The economy contracted nearly 15% in 2009, among the wors t 
economic perfo1man ces in the world. In April 20 10, Ukraine negotiated a pri ce discount on 
Russian gas impo1is in exchange for extending Russia's lease on its naval base in Crimea. 

Ukraine 's oligarchs continu ed to dominate the economy and grew slowly from 2010 to 2013 , as 
Ukraine remained behind peers in the region and among Europe 's poo rest. After fo1m er 
President Yanuk ovych fled the countiy during the Revolution of Digni ty, Ukraine' s economy 
fell into crisis because of Russia 's anne xation of Crimea, militar y confli ct in the eastern pait of 
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the coun t1y, and a trade war with Russia, resulting in a 17% decline in GDP , inflation at nearly 
60%, and dwindling foreign cun ency rese rves. 

The international comm unity began efforts to stabi lize the Ukr ainian economy, including a 
March 20 14 IMF assistance package of $17 .5 billion, of which Ukra ine has received four 
disburse ments, most recently in Apr il 20 17, bringing the total disbur sed as of that date to 
approximately $8.4 bi llion . Ukraine has made significa nt progress on refo1m s designed to make 
the coun tiy pros perous, democrat ic, and transparent, including creat ion of a national anti
conu ption agency , overhaul of the banking secto r, estab lishment of a ti·ansparent VAT refund 
system, and increased transparency in government procurement. But more improve ments are 
needed , including fight ing conupt ion, developing capi tal markets , improving the business 
environment to attract foreign investme nt, privatiz ing state -owned enterprises, and land refo1m . 
The fifth tranche of the IMF program , valued at $1.9 billion, has been delayed due to lack of 
progress on outs tanding refo1ms, including adjustment of gas tar iffs to impo1t parity levels and 
adoption of legislation estab lishing an indepen dent anti- conuptio n comt. 

Russia's occupation of Crimea in Marc h 20 14 and ongoing aggression in easte rn Ukraine have 
hmt econoinic growth . With the loss of a majo r portion of Ukraine's heavy industiy in Donbas 
and ongoing violence, the econo my contracted by 6.6% in 20 14 and by 9.8% in 2015 , but it 
returned to low growth in in 2016 and 2017 , reaching 2.3% and 2.0% , respective ly, as key 
reforms took hold. Ukra ine also redirected trade activity towards the EU following the 
implementation of a bilateral Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, displacing Russia 
as its largest trading partner. A prohibition on comm ercial trade with separatis t-conti·olled 
ten itories in ea1·ly 2017 has not impacted Ukr aine 's key industi·ial secto rs as much as expected, 
largely because of favorab le external conditions. Ukraine returned to international debt markets 
in September 20 17, issuin g a $3 bi llion sovereign bond. 

Exports: Fen ous and nonfen ous metals , fuel and peti·oleum pro ducts , chemicals, machine1y and 
tran spo1t equipment, and foodstuffs. 

• $36.85 billion (2017 est.) 
• $33.56 billion (2016 est.) 

Partner s: Russia 9.2% , Poland 6.5% , Turkey 5.6% , India 5.5%, Italy 5.2%, China 4.6% , 
Germany 4.3% (2017) 

Import s: Energy , machin ery and equipment, cheinica ls . 

• $44.42 billion (2017 est.) 
• $40.57 billion (2016 est.) 

Partner s: Russia 14.5%, China 11.3%, Gennany 11.2%, Poland 7%, Belarns 6.7% , US 5.1% 
(2017) 

Capital: Kyiv (Kiev) (Note: pronounced KEEYV) 
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Executive Branch: 
Chief of state: 

Head of Government: 

President Petro Poroshenko (since 7 June 2014) 

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman (since 14 April 2016); 
First Deputy Prime Minister Stepan KUBIV (since 14 April 2016) 

Cabinet: Nominated by the prime minister, approved by the Verkhovna Rada 

Elections/Appointments: President directly elected by absolute majority popular vote in 2 
rounds if needed for a 5-year te1m (eligible for a second tenn); election 
last held on 31 March and 21 April 2019 (next to be held in March 
2024); prime minister nominated by the president , confnm ed by the 
Verkhovna Rada. 

Election Results: First round results: percent of vote - Volodymyr ZELENSKY (Servant 
of the People) 30.2%, Petro POROSHENKO (BPP) 15.6%, Yuliya 
TYMOS HENKO (Fatherland) 13.4%, Ym iy BOYKO (independent) 
11. 7%, 35 other candidates 29 .1 %. Second round results: percent of 
vote - Volodymyr ZELENSKY (Se1vant of the People) 73.2% , Petro 
POROSHENKO (BPP) 24.5%. Note - ZELENSKY is to assume office 
by 3 June 2019. 

Legislative Branch: Unicamera l Supreme Council or Verkhovna Rada (450 seats; 225 
members directly elected in single-seat constituencies by simple 
majority vote and 225 directly elected in a single nationwide 
constituency by prop01tional representat ion vote; members se1ve 5-
year tenns) . Next election to be held by 27 October 20 19. 

Judicial Branch: Supreme Comt of Ukraine or SCU (consists of 113 ju dges, with the 
possibi lity of up to 200, organized into civil, criminal, collllllercial, 
and administrative chambers, and a grand chamber) ; Constitutional 
Comt (consists of 18 justices) . 
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S1 Bilateral Meeting with Foreign Minister Klimkin.docx 
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To : 

Subject : 

Date : 
Attach m en t s : 

Mapes. Thomas E. 

Buchan. Samuel: Faseler. Hunter ; Johnson. Matthew J . 
FW: Ukraine S1 Papers 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 11:47 :57 AM 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with foreign Minister Klimkin.docx 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with President Petro Poroshenko.docx 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with President Zelenksyy with US deleqation.docx 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with President Zelenksyyawl.docx 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with Prime Minister Groysman .docx 
S1 Bilateral Meeting with Speaker Parubiy.docx 
S1 Briefing memo on Baltics 3+ 1.docrn 
S1 Country Team Memo. Ukraine May 2019 .docm 
S1 Dinner Meetng Memo Sondland and Sefcovic May 2019 .docm 
S1 Meeting Memo OM Zerka l and OM Boyko.docx 
Transfer to State Department 
UKR Ukraine Country Profile (UPOATEO).docx 

these should all be good to go- unless sam has any issues 

Fro m: Tumminia , Paul <paul.tumminia@hg.doe.gov > 
Date : Saturday , May 18, 2019, 5:34 PM 

DOCUMENT 3 

To: Lockwood, Andrea <andrea.lockwood@hg.doe.gov >, Mapes , Thomas E. 
<thomas .mapes@hg .doe.gov>, Buchan , Samuel <samne! buchan@hq doe gov>, Bell , Heather (Embassy 
KYIV) <BellHR@ state.gov > 
Cc: Sandoli , Robe1t <robe1t.sandoli@hg.doe.gov >, Lyon , Jennifer <jennjfer Iyon@hq doe gov>, McKearin , 
Josh <josh.mckearin@hg.doe.gov >, Noel , Emily E <emily.noel@hg.doe.gov >, Paul Tumminia 
(b) (6) 

Subject: Ukraine SI Papers 

All : 

Here are the main papers for Sl's trip to Ukra ine beginn ing tomorrow. I fo llowed the May 18 

sched ule and have a paper for each meet ing. I have also inclu ded issue papers (for what its worth) in 

the fo lde r. I th ink Sam can access remotely. I am add ing two issue paper~Tran5ferto state and the 
Department 

country pro fil e (whic h I think S1 likes) 

I have sent the others to my gma il in case I cannot access remotely tomo rrow . 

Here is the Link : (b) (5) 

Paul Tumminia 
Senior Advisor 
Office of Europe and Eurasian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Direct Dial: {202) 586-8036 
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Fro m: Faseler, Hunter 

To : Perr (b) (6) cConnack, Brian: Wilmot. Dan 

Cc: Wallwork. Luke: Staff Secretary : Gerdes, Stan : Almstead, Deidre: Yuzon, Andrea ; O"Beime, Fiona: 1-"!m§.. 
Shaylyn : Vande Beek. Dirk: Turenne, William: Love, Kelly: Szymanski. Jessica : Smith. Jake : Buchan, Samuel : 

Sub ject : 
Date : 
Attac hm e nt s : 

Good Evening , 

Garrish, Theodore : Myers, Robert V. 
eBook for Tuesday, May 21st 
Monday, May 20, 2019 5 :06:46 PM 
eBook for Tuesday. May 21st.pdf 

Attached is the eBook for tomonow. Given the fluid situation on the ground, staff will continue to 
update you throughout the day with additional matelials and more complete info1mation. 

Thank you, 
Hunter Faseler 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Secreta1y 
U.S. Department of Energy 
202.586.1212 (o)(b) (6) (m) 



Tab# 
TAB0l 

TAB02 

TAB03 

TAB04 

TAB05 

TAB06 

TAB07 

TABA 
TABB 
TABC 
TABD 
TABE 
TABF 
TABG 
TABH 
TABI 
TABJ 
TABK 
TABL 
TABM 
TABN 
TABO 
TABP 

Table of Contents 
S1 Visit to Kiev, Ukraine 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Title 
Trip Schedule, Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

KIEV, UKRAINE-May21 
(T) Bilateral Meeting with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

1. Biographies 
2. Talking Points 
3. Ukraine Background Info. 

Press Round Table 
1. Remarks 

Private Meeting with Ukraine Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman 

1. Biography 
2. Talking Points 
3. DOE Engagement in Ukraine 

Bilateral Meeting with Ukraine Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman 

1. Talking Points 
2. DOE Engagement in Ukraine 

(T) Pull aside with CEO of Naftogaz , Andriy Kobolyev 
1. Biography 
2. Talking Points 

Schedule for Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Contact Sheet - Ukraine 
Country Profile - Ukraine 
(b) (5) 

U.S. Delegation Biographies 
(b)( S) 

General Talking Points - Ukraine Trip I 



5/20/2019 5:01 PM 
Ukraine 

1 
Sensitive But Unclassified 

Tuesday, May 21st: 
TBDam  Breakfast on Own 

Location: Hyatt Regency, Kyiv 

TBDam (T) Bilateral Meeting with President Volodymyr Zelensky
Location: TBD 
Room: TBD 
Press: TBD 
Set-up: TBD 
Interpretation: TBD 
Participants: US: S1, TBD 

Ukraine: President Volodymyr Zelensky, TBD 
Agenda: TBD

9:00am Media Prep 
Location: Hyatt Regency, Kyiv 
Room: 

9:15am  Press Round Table 
Location: Hyatt Regency, Kyiv 
Room:  London  
Press:  Open 
Set-up:  Round Table 
Interpretation: TBD 
Participants: S1, TBD 
Agenda: 9:15am – S1 arrives at London room; proceeds to assigned seat 

9:17am – S1 gives brief remarks 
9:22am – S1 concludes remarks; Q&A begins 
9:40am –Q&A concludes 
9:45am – S1 departs for Cabinet of Ministers 

9:45am Depart for Cabinet of Ministers 
Drive Time: 10 minutes 
Manifest: S1, Brian 

10:00am Private Meeting with Ukraine Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
Location: Cabinet of Ministers 
Room:  Office of the Prime Minister 
Press:  Closed 
Set-up:  Private Meeting 
Interpretation: Consecutive 
Participants: US:  S1, Sam, Alex Vindman (NSC) 

Ukraine: Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman, TBD 
Agenda: 10:00am – S1 arrives at the Prime Minister’s private office; proceeds to

seat; Meeting begins 
10:15am – Meeting concludes; S1 and Prime Minister Groysman move 

to TBD bilat room 

(b) (6)
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10:15am Bilateral Meeting with Ukraine Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
  Location: Cabinet of Ministers  
  Room:  TBD Bilat Room 
  Press:  Closed; Official Photog 
  Set-up:  Conference table 
  Interpretation: Consecutive 
  Participants: US:  S1, Brian, Ted, Sam, Alex Vindman 

Ukraine: Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman; Vice PM for 
Energy, Volodymyr Kistion; Minister of Energy, Ihor 
Nasalyk; Minister of Cabinet of Ministers, Oleksandr 
Saienko; Chief of Staff to the Prime Minister, 
Bodenchuk Yuriy; Press Secretary, Vasyl Ryabchuk; 
Advisers to the Prime Minister: Serhij Popyk & 
Myroslav Koshelyuk 

  Agenda: 10:15am – S1 and Prime Minister Groysman arrive at TBD bilat room 
    10:17am – Meeting begins 
    10:55am – Meeting concludes 
    11:00am – S1 moves to TBD 

TBDam (T) Pull aside with CEO of Naftogaz, Andriy Kobolyev 
  Location: TBD 
  Room:  TBD 
  Press:  Closed; Official Photog 
  Set-up:  TBD 
  Interpretation: Consecutive 
  Participants: S1, Brian, Andriy Kobolyev, TBD 
  Agenda: TBD

TBDpm Depart for Hyatt Regency, Kyiv 
  Drive Time: 10 minutes 
  Manifest: S1, Brian 

TBDpm Executive Time 
  Location: Hyatt Regency, Kyiv 
  Room:  

12:15pm Depart for Kyiv Boryspil International Airport 
  Drive Time: 50 minutes 
  Manifest: S1, Brian 

2:05pm  Wheels Up Kyiv, Ukraine to Frankfurt, Germany 
  Flight:   LH 1491 
  Flight Time:  2h 35m 
  Manifest: S1, Brian, Ted, Dirk, Sam, Jake, Jessica,

3:40pm  Wheels Down Frankfurt, Germany 
  Note: 1h 30m layover 

(b) (6)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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5:10pm  Wheels Up Frankfurt  Germany to Washington, DC (IAD) 
  Flight:  
  Flight Time: 8h 50m 
  Manifest: S1, Brian, Ted, Dirk, Sam, Jake, Jessica,

8:00pm  Wheels Down Washington, DC 

Depart for Residence 
Drive Time: 

  Manifest: S1

Arrive at Residence 

RON  Residence 
 

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6)
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Bilateral Meeting with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

Tuesday, May 2 1, 2019 
TBD EEST (ET+7) 
TBD 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: None 

TBD Your meeting is scheduled to begin. 

TBD Your meeting is scheduled to conclud e. 

PARTICIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND: 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (V ol-o-de-mir Zel-ensk-ee ), President of Ukraine 
► Addressed as Mr . President or President Zelenskyy 

Olena Zerkal (Ah-Lee-yen-a TSEHR kal), Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
► Addressed as Deputy Minister Zerkal 

U.S. 
Ted Gan-ish, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs (IA) 
Brian McC01mack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary 

Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, IA 

This is your second official meeting with President Zelenskyy. When he was the 
President-elect, you met with his advisors while you were in Brussels for the U.S .
EU LNG Event. 

(b) (5) 
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BRIEFING PREPARED BY : Paul Tummini a and Emily Noe l, IA-21 

BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 

STAFF SEC POC: Hunter Faseler, Special Assistant 

ATTACHMEN TS: 
1. Biographi es 
2 . Talking Points 
3. Ukrain e Background Info. 

Page 3 of 10 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Monday , May 20, 2019 

BIOGRAPHY 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy (Vol-o-de-mir Sel-ensk-ee) 
President of Ukraine 

Zelenskyy was born in the city ofK ryviy Rih on 
Janmuy 25, 1978. While he was growing up, for four 
years he lived with his parents in the city ofErdenet , 
Mongolia. He also went to prima1y school there . After 
that, his family returned to Ktyviy Rih where he 
studied at school No. 95 and undertook extensive 
English learning. 

In 1995, he entered Ktyviy Rih Institute of Economics, which is part ofKy iv National Economic 
University, where he received a law degree. He unde1went a two-month internship during his time in the 
University . 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy became famous in 1990s thanks to a highly-acclaimed KVN stand-up TV show. He 
was a member of various teams until he skyrocketed to his first big standup success with the launch in 1997 
of a 95 Kvaiial team. Soon the team entered the KVN's Major League. 

In 2003, Zelenskyy's team left the League. In 2005 , after a conflict with KVN, the Vechirniy Kvartal 
[Evening Quarter] TV show appeared on one of the Ukrainian channels. Soon, the program became the 
highest rated on Ukrainian TV in a comedy segment. 

Later, Studio Kvaital-95 was launched . After that, Zelenskyy along with his pait ners launched a number of 
other successful TV projects. In 2008, he played one of the main roles in the Love in the Big City comedy, 
and later in its sequels released in 2010 and 2013. In 2011, a remake of The Office Romance Soviet -era 
film was released, where Zelenskyy also played a major role . Then he featured in the Rzhevsky against 
Napoleon comedy. 

Zelenskyy also played the role of a Ukrainian teacher Vasyl Holoborodko , who suddenly became president , 
in a highly populai· television series Servant of the People (three seasons have already been released). 

No less successful and popular project by Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Studio Kvaital 95 is the comedy 
series Svaty [Matchmakers], which was recently banned in Ukraine , while one of its main actors, Russian 
national Fyodor Dobronravov , was banned from entering Ukraine for national security reasons. 

Zelenskyy has been manied to Olena Kiyashko since 2003. The couple's daughter Oleksandra was born in 
2008 . Their son Kyiylo was born in early 2013. 

Zelenskyy announced he would run for presidency in 2019 while addressing an audience during the K vartal 
95 New Yeai·'s Eve late night show on 1 + 1 TV channel. Later, the Servant of the People paity nominated 
him as their presidential candidate. After that, Volodymyi· Zelenskyy and his team actively took on social 
networks, publishing a series of appeals to Ukrain ians and incumbent President Petro Poroshenko . 
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Olena Zerkal, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

Born on June 24, 1973 in Kyiv, Ukraine. 

Education 
In 1998 Kyiv graduated from National Taras 
Shevchenko University, Law Department, 
Master of Law. In 2008 graduated from the 
Institute for International Relations of Kyiv 
National Taras Shevchenko University, 
Master of International economic relations. 

In 2003 studied at the Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy, “New Issues in Security Policy” training course. 

In 2002-2005 attended TACIS Project “Legal Training in Ukraine: Kyiv and Selected Regions” 
– Educational program on EU Law” at the Institute for International Relations of Kyiv National
Taras Shevchenko University.

Professional activities 
2001 – 2005 – Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, Director of Department of International Law 

2005 – 2011 – Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, Director of State Department on Approximation of 
Legislation.  

2011 – 2013 – Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, Director of Department on Liaison with State 
Authorities. 
While in the Ministry of Justice, participated in a number of multi – and bilateral negotiations, 
i.a. in all rounds of negotiations between Ukraine and the EU on Association Agreement
including free trade agreement, agreement on common aviation area, agreement on accession to
the Energy Community, agreement of visa facilitation, etc. Was a member of a number of
Ukraine’s delegations at the negotiations with the EU, UN, NATO and Council of Europe. Was
responsible for overall coordination and planning the activities in the sphere of approximation of
Ukrainian legislation to the EU standards, legal translation and expertise of draft laws, as well as
cooperation with the EU in the spheres of justice, freedom and security etc.

2013 – 2014 – Senior Corporate Affairs Manager, British American Tobacco, Pryluki, Ukraine. 

08.2014 – appointed as the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine for the European 
Integration. 

In August 2009, awarded honorary rank “Distinguished Lawyer of Ukraine”. 

Author of the Ukrainian methodology of approximation of Ukrainian legislation to the EU 
standards, author of a number of research works on comparative analysis of Ukrainian 
legislation. 

Speaks English. Has basic knowledge of French. 

Has two sons. 
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TALKING POINTS 

Overview 
• Mr. President , I am very pleased to meet you. On behalf of the President of the 

United States and the American people , I would like to extend our best wishes to you 
as President of Ukraine. 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly supports Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
► Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, particularl y in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine 's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

► It is clear that your message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine- (73% of the popular vote). I would encourage you and your team to 
capitalize on this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United States and the 
European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change and reform can 
be implemented. But you must be committed to make the hard choices on corruption 
and good governance reforms. 

► The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based , and competitive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine 's sovereignty and energy security. 

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 
• In November 2018, I agreed to launch the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue 

with your predecessor, President Poroshenko , to cooperate on many of the energy 
issues facing Ukraine. 

• We believe that the Dialogue would be a useful format for the Department of Energy 
to engage with your government at the highest level, to develop an engagement plan 
to move ahead with reforms , and to encourage more foreign direct investment into 
Ukraine. 
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• We hope that we can re-launch this Dialogue under your leadership. The Deputy 
Secretary will lead this Dialogue from the U.S. side. 

• I would ask you to nominate a co-chair from your side to begin this critical work. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unle ss the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Nafiogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season . 

• The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management ofNaftogaz on 
this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine on this issue, as 
we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How could the U.S. Government provide assistance? 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
► There are several critical issues that I believe your administration should address in 

the next coming weeks . 

► It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 
Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

► I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine's commitment to European energy norms. 

► The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine's 
position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom. We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
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unbundle s on time, and creates a new TSO that will be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group 

► Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and know-how , but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reform s. 

► We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production , including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We urge 
Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , and in line 
with the recommendations of the business community . 

► Diversifying your nuclear fuel supply away from Russia is extremely important for 
Ukraine 's energy security. Westinghouse fuel supplie s reduce Russian leverage over 
Ukraine. 

Potential Questions for the President: 
• I would be interested to hear your perspectives regarding the security situation in 

eastern Ukraine. What is the likelihood that there will be some progress in resolving 
this impasse? 

► In what other areas could the Department of Energy provide technical assistance to 
support your government? How could the United States, EU, and Canada , work with 
your government to ensure that these reforms continue to be implemented , 
particularl y in the energy sector? 
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DOE Engagement (past and current) 
The Department of Energy (DOE) has had extensive engagement with Ukr aine since Ukraine's 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, with particular focus on the coun tly after the civil upr ising 
known as the Maidan or the Revolution of Dignity in 20 14. ill that year, DOE provided critical supp011 to 
assist the GOU to put in place emergency protocols for expected sho1tages for fuel during the 2014 -2015 
winter season . Since 2014 , DOE has expanded cooperation and developed several areas of focus which are 
designed to implement refonns and enhance the country's energy security. 

• Cyber security. DOE has provided technical assistance to the GOU to bolster cyber security ti·aining 
and awareness. DOE completed a cyber security training program in 2017-2018 that was aimed at cyber 
security professio nals and government officials in the energy sector. 

• Nuclear fuel. DOE provided $70 million to diversify Ukra ine's nuclear fuel supp ly, which serves to 
increase Ukra ine's energy security and reduce dependence on Russia. 

• Civil nuke operations. ill the civil nuclea r area, DOE has provided techn ical assistance for an 
outage optimization program which bolsters the efficiency of nuclear power units during scheduled 
maintenance. 

• Modernizing coal-fired power plants . DOE has provide d techni cal assistance to help Ukraine 
modernize its thenn al power units and retrofit generation assets. Coal fleet modernization and retrofitt ing 
will allow Ukra ine's plants to bum more readily available and cheaper G-grade coal, and to do so in a more 
efficient mann er. 

• Winter Action Plan. DOE, with Canad ian and EU colleagues , prepared a plan in case of sho1t te1m 
cuts in gas supp ly. When Russia made such cuts in March 2018, Ukra ine activated the emergency 
protocols of the plan, which minimized the impact of Russia's actions. 
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• Resiliency Plan. DOE led an international team of expe1ts from the EU, Canada and several 
national laborator ies to prepare a compr ehensive medium tem 1 plan for enhancing the energy resilience of 
Ukraine. This Nat ional Energy Resilience Plan is undergoing final review and can be delivered to the 
Governme nt of Ukraine at the first meeting of the SED. 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Press Round Table 

Tuesday, May 2 1, 2019 
9:00 AM - 9:45 AM EEST (ET +7) 
Hyatt Regency-Kyiv; (b) (6) 

To reiterate U.S. suppo1i of Ukrainian freedom and the inauguration ofVolodymyr 
Zelenskyy as President of Ukraine. 

Open 

9:00AM 

9:12AM 

9:15 AM 

9:17 AM 

9:22AM 

9:40AM 

9:45AM 

VISUALS: External Photographer 

Your prep for the press round table is scheduled to begin . 

Prep concludes, and you proceed to London room. 

You an ive at London room and proceed to assigned seat. 

You give remarks. 

You conclude your remarks; Q&A begins . 

Q&A concludes. 

You depaii for Cabinet of Ministers. 

PARTICIP ANTS: Ukrainian Media Outlets 

STAFF: Ted Gai11sh, Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs (IA) 
Brian McConn ack, Chief of Staff 
Dirk V ande Beek, Director, Office of Public Affairs (PA) 
Sain Buchan, Senior Advisor, IA 
Jessica Szymanski, Deputy Press Secretmy, PA 

STAFF SEC POC: Hunter Faseler , Special Assistant 

ATTA CHME NTS: 
1. Remarks 
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Press Statement for Secretary Perry 

Kyiv, Ukraine 
Monday, May 20, 2019 

 
Good Morning everyone.  It’s been a pleasure and an honor to be here in Kyiv to 

lead the U.S. Delegation to meet with and to attend the inauguration of President 

Zelenskyy.   
 

I know that I can speak for the members of this delegation which included: U.S. 

Special Representative to Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker, U.S. Ambassador to 

the EU Gordon Sondland, U.S. Senator Ron Johnson, Acting Deputy Chief of 

Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine Joseph Pennington, and Director of 

Eastern Europe & Russia for the National Security Council Alex Vindman when I 

say that we have all witnessed an important day for the nation of Ukraine. 
 

Yesterday we celebrated one of the most powerful events of the modern world...the 

peaceful transition of power …. which is living proof that Ukraine remains a 

strong…stable… democracy…as well as a vital friend and ally of the United States 

and the West. 
 

I also had the opportunity to meet with Chairman of the Verhovna Rada, Andriy 

Parubiy (An- DREE Pah-RU-Bee), as well as with the Presidents of Estonia, 

Latvia, Lithuania and the Republic of Georgia to discuss vital energy and national 

security issues.   
 

It has been a wonderful trip.  With that, I would like to open this roundtable up for 

some questions… 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Private Meeting with Urkaine Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
10:00 AM - 10:15 AM EEST (EST+7) 
Cabinet of Ministries 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: None 

Consecutive Interpretation 

10:00AM 

10:15 AM 

You aITive at the Prime Minister 's private office and proceed to seat; 
meeting begins. 

Meeting concludes, and you and Prime Minister Groysman move to 
bilat room. 

PARTICIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIO US 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND: 

Volodymyr Groysman (V ol-o-de-mir Ha-roy-sman), Prime Minister of Ukraine 
► Addressed as Mr. Prime Minister 

U.S. 
Alex Vindman, Director/or Eastern Europe & Russia, NSC 
Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of International Affairs (IA) 

None 

This is your second meeting with Prime Minister Groysman. You met him during 
your visit to Ukraine in November 2018. 

(b) (5) 

(b) (5) 

Page 1 of 9 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Monday , May 20, 2019 (b) (S) 

Page 2 o f 9 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Monday , May 20, 2019 (b) (5) 

Page 3 o f 9 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Monday , May 20, 2019 (b) (5) 

Page 4 o f 9 



OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Monday, May 20, 2019 (b) (5) 

BRIEFING PREPARED BY: Paul Tummini a and Emily Noel, IA-21 

BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 

STAFF SEC POC: Hunter Faseler, Special Assist.ant 

ATTACHMEN TS: 
1. Biograph y 
2. Talking Points 
3. DOE Engagement. in Ukrain e 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Volodymyr Groysman 
Prime Minister of Ukraine 

Born in Vinnytsya on 20 January 1978. He comple ted 
Vinnytsya secondary school No 35 in 1994.Studied Law in 
the Inten egional Academy of Personnel Management in 
2000 -2003. 

Career 
He began his career as a metal worker at the Shkolnyk 
private enterprise when he was 14 years old. 
In 2002, he was elected a Vinnytsya city cotmcilor and was 
as a deputy head of the pe1manent commission of the city 
cotmcil for human rights , law, cotmcilors' perfo1mance and 
ethics . 
In November 2005, he was elected the secretary of the 
Vinnytsya city council. After 25 November 2005 , he was the 
acting mayor of Vinnytsya. 
On 26 March 2006, Groysman was elected mayor of Vinnytsya. On 31 October 2010, he was re
elected as mayor with the record suppo1t of 77 .8 per cent of votes. He was runnin g on behalf of the 
Conscience of Ukraine paiiy . 
After the Em o-Maidan protests , on 27 Januaiy 2014 , he was appointed deputy prime minister and 
minister of regional development , constm ction, housing and utilities. Dming the Crimea crisis, 
Volodymyr Groysman called on Crimean residents not to vote in the illegal referendum on 16 
March 2015. He unambiguously described the Crimean events as Russia's Inilitaiy aggress ion and 
encroachment on the teITitorial integrity of Ukraine. 
In July 2014, Volodymyr Groysman chaired the government collllllission investigating the crash of 
the Malaysia n Airlines MHl 7 Boeing 777 in eastern Ukraine. 
He is a vice-president of the Associatio n of Ukrainian Cities for housing and uti lities. 
In the 2014 eai·ly pai·liamenta1y election, Groysman was No 4 on the list of the Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc. 
On 27 Novembe r 2014 , he was elected parliam ent speaker by 359 MPs. 
On 14 April 20 16, he was appointed prime minister of Ukraine. 
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Attachment 2 
TALKING POINTS 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 
~ 

Overview ~ r 
• Mr. Prime Minister, I am very plea sed to see you again. On behalf of the President of o:, 

the United States and the American people , I am honored to lead the delegation to the ~ ;:g 
inauguration of President Zelenskyy. ci 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly supports Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
► Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, parti cularly in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

► It is clear that the message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine. I would encourage you and your team to work with the new Presidential 
administration to carry out this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United 
States and the European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change 
and reform can be implemented . But you must be committed to make the hard 
choices on corruption and good governance reforms. 

► The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based, and compet itive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine's sovereignty and energy security. 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
► It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 

Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

► I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine's commitment to European energy norms. 

► The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine's 
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position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom . We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
unbundle s on time, and creates a new TSO that will be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group. 

► Could we agree to work together on plan for unbundling with the European 
Commission to ensure adherence to EU directives? This is crucial if the new TSO is 
to be certified and gas volumes to Europe continue next winter. 

► How can the Department of Energy and the U.S. government provide assistance? 

► Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and know-how , but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reforms. 

► We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production, including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We urge 
Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , and in line 
with the recommendations of the business community. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unless the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Nafiogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season . The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior 
management ofNaftogaz on this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to 
assist Ukraine on this issue, as we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 
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DOE Engagement 

DOE Engagement (past and current) 
The Department of Ener gy (DOE) has had extensive engagement with Ukr aine since Ukraine's 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, with paiiic ular focus on the countiy after the civil 
uprising known as the Maidan or the Revolution of Dignity in 20 14. In that year, DOE provided 
critical suppo1i to assist the GOU to put in place emergency protocols for expected sho1iages for 
fuel during the 2014-2015 winter season . Since 2014 , DOE has expanded cooperation and 
developed several areas of focus which are designed to implement refo1ms and enhan ce the 
countiy's energy security. 

• Cyber security. DOE has provided technical assistance to the GOU to bolster cyber security 
hainin g and awareness. DOE completed a cyber securi ty ti·aining program in 2017-20 18 that was 
aimed at cyber security profe ssionals and governmen t officials in the energy sector. 

• Nuclear fuel. DOE prov ided $70 milli on to diversify Ukraine 's nucleai· fuel supply, which 
serves to increase Ukraine 's energy securi ty and reduce dependence on Russia. 

• Civil nuke operations . In the civil nuclear area, DOE has provided techni cal assistance for an 
outage optimi zation program which bolsters the efficiency of nucleai· power units durin g 
schedul ed maintenance. 

• Modernizing coal-fired power plants. DOE has provided techni cal assistance to help Ukrain e 
modernize its the1mal power units and retrofit generation assets. Coal fleet modernizati on and 
retrofitting will allow Ukr aine's plants to bum more readily available and cheaper G-grade coal, 
and to do so in a more efficient manner. 

• Winter Action Plan. DOE , with Canadian and EU colleagues, prepar ed a plan in case of sho1i 
te1m cuts in gas supply. When Russia made such cuts in March 2018, Ukraine activated the 
emergency protocols of the plan, which minimized the impact of Russia 's actions. 

• Resiliency P lan. DOE led an international team of expe1is from the EU, Canada and several 
national laboratories to prepare a compreh ensive medium te1m plan for enhan cing the energy 
resilience of Ukraine. This National Energy Resilience Plan is undergoing final review and can 
be delivered to the Governm ent of Ukraine at the first meeting of the SED. 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Bilateral Meeting with Urkaine Prime Minister , Volodym yr 
Groysman 

Monday, May 20, 20 19 
10:15 AM - 11:00 AM EEST (EST+7) 
Cabinet of Ministries; TBD Bilat Room 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: External Photographer 

Consecutive Interp retation 

10:15 AM 

10:17 AM 

10:55 AM 

11:00 AM 

You and Prime Minister Groysman arrive at the bilat room. 

Meet ing begins. 

Meet ing conclude s. 

You move to TBD. 

PARTI CIPANTS: Ukraine 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

Volodymyr Groysman (V ol-o-de-mir Ha-roy-sman), Prime Minister of Ukraine 
► Addressed as Mr. Prime Minister 

Volodynny Kistion (Vo-lo-duh -meer Kiss-tee-on), Vice Prime Minster fo r Energy 
Thor Nasalyk (Ee-hoar Na-sail-eek), Minister of Energy 
Oleksandr Saienko (Oh-lex-an-der Sigh-en-koh ), Minister of Cabinet of Ministers 
Yuriy Bodenchuk (Your -e e Bow den-Chuck), Chief of Staff to the Prime Minister 
Vasyl Ryabchuk (Va-sYI' Ryab-chUk), Press Secretmy 
Myroslav Koshelyuk (My-ros-IAv Ko-she-IIUk), Advisor to the Prime Minister 
Serhiy Popyk (Ser-gIY PO-pyck), Advisor to the Prime Minister 

U.S. 
Ted Garrish, Assistant Secretmy, Office of Internat ional Aff airs (IA) 
Brian McConnack , Chief of Staff 
Alex Vindman, Director/o r Eastern Europe & Ru.ssia, NSC 
Sam Buchan, Senior Advisor, Office of International Affa irs (IA) 

None 

This is your second meeting with Prime Minister Groysman. You met him during 
your visit to Ukraine in November 20 18. 
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KEY ISSUES: (b) (5) 

BACKGROUND: (b) (5) 
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BRIEFING PREPARED BY : Paul Tummini a and Emily Noe l, IA-21 
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BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Andrea Lockwood (IA-20) 

STAFF SEC POC: Hunter Faseler, Special Assist.ant 

ATTACHMEN TS: 
1. Talking Points 
2. DOE Engagement in Ukraine 
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Attachment 1 
TALKING POINTS 

Cll 

~ 
f;l 
~ 

Overview ~ r 
• Mr. Prime Minister, I am very plea sed to see you again. On behalf of the President of o:, 

the United States and the American people , I am honored to lead the delegation to the ~ ;:g 
inauguration of President Zelenskyy. ci 

• I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a close 
partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you to ensure the 
long-term energy security of your country. 

• The United States strongly supports Ukraine 's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
continued reform efforts. 

Energy Sector Reforms 
► Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, parti cularly in the energy sector. We 

know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is critical to 
ensure Ukraine's prosperity and energy security. It is crucial that you work with the 
IMF and World Bank on these issues. 

► It is clear that the message of change and reform resonated with the people of 
Ukraine. I would encourage you and your team to work with the new Presidential 
administration to carry out this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The United 
States and the European Union stands ready to work with you to ensure that change 
and reform can be implemented. But you must be committed to make the hard 
choices on corruption and good governance reforms. 

► The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to help 
implement these changes. A more transparent , rules-based, and compet itive energy 
market is essential to Ukraine's sovereignty and energy security. 

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 
► It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the Third Energy 

Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a reliable energy partner. 

► I encourage you to proceed with the unbundling ofNaftogaz's gas transmission 
system. This is necessary for Ukraine's commitment to European energy norms. 

► The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening Ukraine's 
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position in gas transit negotiation s with Gazprom . We urge you to ensure Ukraine 
unbundle s on time, and creates a new TSO that will be certifiable by the EU. It is 
equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not increase avenues for corruption and 
undue influence from any group. 

► Could we agree to work together on plan for unbundling with the European 
Commission to ensure adherence to EU directive s? This is crucial if the new TSO is 
to be certified and gas volumes to Europe continue next winter. 

► How can the Department of Energy and the U.S. government provide assistance? 

► Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know that U.S. 
oil and gas companies are very intere sted in bringing expertise and know-how , but 
they remain wary of the investment climate. They are looking for signals that your 
government is committed to continuing critical reforms. 

► We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production, including through oil and 
gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We urge 
Ukraine to ensure the tendering proce ss is transparent and competitive , and in line 
with the recommendations of the business community. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparation s that are 

currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season. 

• Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , there is a potential for a 
winter gas shortage for Ukraine , unle ss the country begins to purchase and store gas 
now for the coming winter. We urge that the government facilitate Nafiogaz's access 
to funding for these purchases. 

• It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to prepare for the 
upcoming winter season . The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior 
management ofNaftogaz on this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to 
assist Ukraine on this issue, as we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingency plans is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas for 
the winter? 

• How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 
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DOE Engagement 

DOE Engagement (past and current) 
The Department of Ener gy (DOE) has had extensive engagement with Ukr aine since Ukraine's 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, with paiiic ular focus on the countiy after the civil 
uprising known as the Maidan or the Revolution of Dignity in 20 14. In that year, DOE provided 
critical suppo1i to assist the GOU to put in place emergency protocols for expected sho1iages for 
fuel during the 2014-2015 winter season . Since 2014 , DOE has expanded cooperation and 
developed several areas of focus which are designed to implement refo1ms and enhan ce the 
countiy's energy security. 

• Cyber security. DOE has provided technical assistance to the GOU to bolster cyber security 
hainin g and awareness. DOE completed a cyber securi ty ti·aining program in 2017-20 18 that was 
aimed at cyber security profe ssionals and governmen t officials in the energy sector. 

• Nuclear fuel. DOE prov ided $70 milli on to diversify Ukraine 's nucleai· fuel supply, which 
serves to increase Ukraine 's energy securi ty and reduce dependence on Russia. 

• Civil nuke operations . In the civil nuclear area, DOE has provided techni cal assistance for an 
outage optimi zation program which bolsters the efficiency of nucleai· power units durin g 
schedul ed maintenance. 

• Modernizing coal-fired power plants. DOE has provided techni cal assistance to help Ukrain e 
modernize its the1mal power units and retrofit generation assets. Coal fleet modernizati on and 
retrofitting will allow Ukr aine's plants to bum more readily available and cheaper G-grade coal, 
and to do so in a more efficient manner. 

• Winter Action Plan. DOE , with Canadian and EU colleagues, prepar ed a plan in case of sho1i 
te1m cuts in gas supply. When Russia made such cuts in March 2018, Ukraine activated the 
emergency protocols of the plan, which minimized the impact of Russia 's actions. 

• Resiliency P lan. DOE led an international team of expe1is from the EU, Canada and several 
national laboratories to prepare a compreh ensive medium te1m plan for enhan cing the energy 
resilience of Ukraine. This National Energy Resilience Plan is undergoing final review and can 
be delivered to the Governm ent of Ukraine at the first meeting of the SED. 
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EVENT: 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 

PURPOSE: 

PRESS: 

SCENARIO: 

Pull Aside with CEO ofNaftogaz, Andriy Kobolyev 

Tuesday May 21, 2019 
TBD 
TBD 

(b) (5) 

Closed VISUALS: External Photographer 

TBD Your meeting is schedul ed to begin . 

TBD Your meeting is schedul ed to conclu de. 

PARTICIPANTS: Andriy Kobolyev (An DREE KO-Bo-lee -eff) , CEO, Naftogaz 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

► Addressed as Mr . Kobolyev 

U.S. 
Brian McC01mack, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretmy 
Ted Ganish, Assistant Secretmy , Office of International Affairs 

Sam Buch an Senior Advisor , Office of International Affairs 

You met Audriy Kobolyev several times , most recently during your visi t to 
Ukraine in Nove mber 20 18. He participated in your meeting with Foreign 
Minister Klimkin and Prime Minister Groysman . 

(b) (5) 

BACKGROUND: (b) (5) 
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(b) (5) 

BRIEFING PREPARED BY: Paul Tumminia and Emily Noel, IA-2 1 

BRIEFING REVIEWED BY: Rob Sandoli, IA-2 1 and Andrea Lockwood IA-20 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Biography 
2. Talking Points 
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ATTACHMENT 1: Biography 

Andriy Kobolyev 
Chief Executive Officer, NAG Naftogaz of Ukraine 

Mr. Kobolyev began his career at the international 
audit and consulting group 
PriceWaterhou seCoopers (PwC), where he 
specialized in strategic management and corporate 
tran sformation. 

From 2002 till 2010 he worked at Naftogaz, rising 
from a chief specialist to adviser to the chairman. 

Later Mr. Kobolyev co-founded AYA Capital 
investment banking group where he focused on 
debt and equity capital raising, debt restructuring and corporate 
reorgani zations of large enterprises and holding s. 

Mr. Kobolyev holds a Master's degree in International Economic Relations 
with honor s from the Institute of International Relations at Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
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ATTACHMENT 2: Talking Points 

N aftogaz Unbundling/Corporate Governance 

• I would be very interested to hear your perspective s on the crucial issues facing 
Ukraine and Naftogaz now . What is the status of the unbundling pro cess for 
Naftogaz? What is the likelihood that this will be completed by the end of the year? 

• What are your perspectives on the recent changes made to the corporate charter of 
Naftogaz? Why did the government make the changes to the charter? How could 
this be rectifi ed? 

Attracting Investment into Ukraine's Gas Sector 
• We welcome Ukraine's efforts to increase gas production , including through oil and 

gas exploration production sharing agreements and license auctions. We would like 
to work with Ukraine to ensure the tendering process is transparent and competitive , 
and in line with the recommendations of the business communi ty. 

• The Department of Energy would stand ready to help provide technical support to 
work with Naftogaz in attractin g investment to develop brownfields. 

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 
• The Europe an Commission has expressed concerns about preparations that are 

currently und erway to prepar e for the winter heating season . 

• We are concerned that without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz , 
there is a potenti al for a winter gas shortag e for Ukraine, unless you begin to 
purchase and store gas now for the coming winter. Do you have government 
support to facilitate Naftogaz 's access to funding for these purchases. 

• The Department of Energy is prepared to provide critical support to assist Ukraine 
on this issue, as we did in the 2014-2015 winter season. 

• If Ukraine fails to come to agreement with Russia for the purchase of natural gas, 
what contingenc y plan s is the government putting in place to ensure sufficient gas 
for the winter? 

How can the Department of Energy provide assistance? 
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Poland-Ukraine Interconnector Project 
• I understand that you are seeking the United States help with the Poles regarding 

the Poland-Ukraine Interconnector Project. What are the current issues? What 
assistance are you looking from the United States? 

• We would ask your support for the technical team which will be traveling to 
Ukraine and Poland in June to assess the viability of expanding interconnections 
with Poland . 

7 of7 



I 
May 22, 2019 

.Wednesday 

12:00 AM - 12:00 AM 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

9:05 AM - 9:35 AM 

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM 

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

12:00 PM-1:30 PM 

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM 

3:10 PM - 3:25 PM 

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

6:15 PM - 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Ukraine 

Depart for HO 
Drive Time: (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Manifest : S 1 

Morning Briefing -- Sl Secure Conference Room 

COS Time -- Sl Office 

TIMING TBD Cl/IN Brief for Vancouver Travel -- Sl Secure Conference 
Room 

Piketon Update -- Sl Office 

Lunch/Read Time -- Sl Office 

Photo with Ingrid Kolb -- Sl Office 
Presentation of 40 years of Governme nt Service Certificate 

(T) Pre-brief: Meeting with Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham -- Sl Office 

(T) Meeting with Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham -- General Groves 
Conference Room 

Depart for Residence 
Drive Time: (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Manifest : S 1 

Depart for Event 
Drive Time: (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Manifest : S 1 

Personal Event 

(Time TBD) Deoart for Residence 
Drive Time: (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Manifest : S 1 



 May 22, 2019 Continued
 Wednesday

9:30 PM - 9:30 PM RON Residence



5/ 17/2019 6:05 PM 
Ukraine 

Contact Sheet: Kiev, Ukraine 

Traveling Staff 

Name Agency I Title Cell Phone Email 

Secretaiy Peny Sl 

Brian McConnack Chief of Staff (b)( 6) Brian.McCo1mack@hg.doe.gov 

Ted GaITish Assistant Secretary, IA (b)( 6) Theodore. Gani.sh@hg .doe. gov 

Dirk Vande Beek Director of Public Affa irs (b)( 6) Di.rk.Vandebeek@hg.doe.gov 

Jessica Szymanski 
Associate Deputy Press (b)( 6) Jessica.Szymanski@hg.doe.gov 
Secretaiy 

Sam Buchan Senior Advisor, IA (b)( 6) Samuel.Buchan@hg .doe.gov 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Lead Secmi.ty Detail (b)( 6) (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Advance / Security: 

Name Agency / Title Cell Phone Email 
- (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Lead ADV Staff (b) (6) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 
Lead ADV Security (b) (6) (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) ADV Security (b) (6) (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 1 (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) (b) (6) 
I 

ADV Security (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

Control Officer / Embassy POC 

Name Agency / Title Cell Phone Email 

Heather Bell Control Officer (b) (6) BellHR@state.gov 

Alex Vindm an 
Director for Eastern (b) (6) (b)( 6) 
Europe & Russia, NSC 

1 
Sensitive But Unclassified 
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Ukraine Country Fact Sheet 

RUSSIA 

Background: Ukraine was the center of the first eastern Slavic state, Kyivan Rus, which during 
the 10th and 11th centurie s was the largest and most powerful state in Europe . Weakened by 
internec ine qmmel s and Mongol invasions, Kyivan Rus was incorpora ted into the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania and eventually into the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth . The cultural and 
religious legacy of Kyivan Rus laid the foundation for Ukrainian nationalism through subsequent 
centuries . A new Ukra inian state, the Cossack Hetman ate, was established during the mid-17th 
centmy after an uprising against the Poles. Despite continuous Muscovite pressure , the 
Hetman ate man aged to remain autonomous for well over 100 years. Durin g the latter part of the 
18th century, most Ukrainian ethnographic te1Tit01y was absorbed by the Russian Empire. 
Following the collapse of czarist Russia in 1917, Ukra ine achieved a sho1i-lived period of 
independence (1917-20), but was reconquered and endured a brntal Soviet rule that engineered 
two forced famines (192 1-22 and 1932-33) in which over 8 million died . In World War II, 
Geiman and Soviet aimies were responsible for 7 to 8 million more deaths. Although Ukraine 
achieved independence in 1991 with the dissolution of the USSR , democracy and prosperity 
remained elusive as the legacy of state control and endemic com1ption stalled effo1is at 
economic refo1m, privatization , and civil liberties. 

A peaceful mass protest refe1Ted to as the "Orange Revolution" in the closing months of 2004 
forced the authorities to overturn a rigged presidential election and to allow a new internationally 
monitored vote that swept into power a refonnist slate lmder Viktor Yushchenko Subsequent 
internal squabbles in the Yushchenko camp allowed his rival Viktor Y anukovych to stage a 
comeback in parliamenta1y (Rada) elections , become prime mini ster in August 2006, and be 
elected president in February 2010. In October 2012 , Ukraine held Rada elections , widely 
criticized by Western observers as flawed due to use of government resources to favor rnling 
paity candidates, interferen ce with media access , and harassme nt of opposition candidates. 
President Y anukovych 's backtracking on a trade and cooperation agreement with the EU in 
November 2013 - in favor of closer economic ties with Russia - and subsequent use of force 
against students, civil society activists, and other civilians in favor of the agreement led to a 
three-month protest occupation ofKyiv's central square. The government 's use of violence to 
break up the protest cainp in Febrnary 2014 led to all out pitched battles, scores of deaths, 
international condelllllation, and the president's abrnpt departure for Russia. New elections in the 
spring allowed pro-West president Petro Poroshenko to assume office on 7 June 2014. 

Sho1ily after Yanukovych's depaiiure in late February 2014, Russian President Putin ordered the 
invasion of Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula claiming the action was to protect ethnic Russians 
living there. Two weeks later, a "referendum " was held regarding the integration of Crimea into 
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the Russian Federation. The "referendum " was condemned as illegitimate by the Ukrainian 
Government , the EU, the U.S ., and the UN General Assembly (UNGA ). In response to Russia's 
pmp o1ied annexation of Crimea, 100 member s of the UN passed UNGA resolution 68/262, 
rej ecting the "referendum " as baseless and invalid and confnmin g the sovereignty , political 
independence, unity, and teITitorial integrity of Ukr aine. Russia also continues to supply prox ies 
in two of Ukraine's eastern provinces with manpower, fundin g, and materiel resultin g in an 
aimed conflict with the Ukrainian Government. Repre sentat ives from Ukr aine, Russia, and the 
unrecognized Russia proxy republics signed the Minsk Protoco l and Memorandum in September 
2014 to end the conflict. However, this agreemen t failed to stop the fighting. In a renewed 
attempt to alleviate ongoing clashes, leaders of Ukraine, Russia, Fran ce, and Ge1many negotiated 
a follow-on package of measures in Febrnary 2015 to implement the Minsk Agreements. 
Representatives from Ukraine, Russia, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe also meet regularly to facilitate implementation of the peace deal. More than 34,000 
civilians have been kill ed or wounded in the fightin g resultin g from Russian aggression in 
eastern Ukr aine. 

Area : [Slightly smaller than Texas] 
• total: 603,550 sq km 
• land: 579,330 sq km 
• water : 24,220 sq km 
• global rank : 4 7 

Population: [Approx. 1.15 times more populous than Texas] 
• 44,033,874 (July 2017 est.) , 32th in the world . 
• Densest settlement in the eastern (Donbas) and weste rn regions; notable concentrati ons in 

and ai·ound major urban areas ofK yiv, Kharkiv, Donetsk, Dniprop etrovs'k, and Odesa. 

Economy: [approximately one-tenth the size of Texas' economy] 
Under the fo1mer Soviet Union, the Ukraine Soviet Socialist Republi c had a strong econoinic 
base focused on agricultur al output , a diversified heavy industry, and raw materials supply for 
other regions of the fo1mer USSR. Sho1tly after independence in August 199 1, the Ukrainian 
Government liberaliz ed most prices and erected a legal fram ework for privatization, but 
widespread resistance to refo1m within the government and the legislature soon stalled these 
effo1ts and led to some backtrackin g. Outpu t by 1999 had fallen to less than 40% of the 1991 
level. Ukrainian Government officials eliininated most tax and customs privileges in a March 
2005 budget law, bringing more econoinic activity out of Ukrain e's large shadow economy. 
From 2000 until Inid-2008 , Ukrain e's economy was buoyant despite political tmm oil between the 
prime minister and president. The economy contracted nearly 15% in 2009, among the wors t 
economic perfo1man ces in the world. In April 20 10, Ukraine negotiated a pri ce discount on 
Russian gas impo1is in exchange for extending Russia's lease on its naval base in Crimea. 

Ukraine 's oligarchs continu ed to dominate the economy and grew slowly from 2010 to 2013 , as 
Ukraine remained behind peers in the region and among Europe 's poo rest. After fo1m er 
President Yanuk ovych fled the countiy during the Revolution of Digni ty, Ukraine' s economy 
fell into crisis because of Russia 's anne xation of Crimea, militar y confli ct in the eastern pait of 
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the coun t1y, and a trade war with Russia, resulting in a 17% decline in GDP , inflation at nearly 
60%, and dwindling foreign cun ency rese rves. 

The international comm unity began efforts to stabi lize the Ukr ainian economy, including a 
March 20 14 IMF assistance package of $17 .5 billion, of which Ukra ine has received four 
disburse ments, most recently in Apr il 20 17, bringing the total disbur sed as of that date to 
approximately $8.4 bi llion . Ukraine has made significa nt progress on refo1m s designed to make 
the coun tiy pros perous, democrat ic, and transparent, including creat ion of a national anti
conu ption agency , overhaul of the banking secto r, estab lishment of a ti·ansparent VAT refund 
system, and increased transparency in government procurement. But more improve ments are 
needed , including fight ing conupt ion, developing capi tal markets , improving the business 
environment to attract foreign investme nt, privatiz ing state -owned enterprises, and land refo1m . 
The fifth tranche of the IMF program , valued at $1.9 billion, has been delayed due to lack of 
progress on outs tanding refo1ms, including adjustment of gas tar iffs to impo1t parity levels and 
adoption of legislation estab lishing an indepen dent anti- conuptio n comt. 

Russia's occupation of Crimea in Marc h 20 14 and ongoing aggression in easte rn Ukraine have 
hmt econoinic growth . With the loss of a majo r portion of Ukraine's heavy industiy in Donbas 
and ongoing violence, the econo my contracted by 6.6% in 20 14 and by 9.8% in 2015 , but it 
returned to low growth in in 2016 and 2017 , reaching 2.3% and 2.0% , respective ly, as key 
reforms took hold. Ukra ine also redirected trade activity towards the EU following the 
implementation of a bilateral Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, displacing Russia 
as its largest trading partner. A prohibition on comm ercial trade with separatis t-conti·olled 
ten itories in ea1·ly 2017 has not impacted Ukr aine 's key industi·ial secto rs as much as expected, 
largely because of favorab le external conditions. Ukraine returned to international debt markets 
in September 20 17, issuin g a $3 bi llion sovereign bond. 

Exports: Fen ous and nonfen ous metals , fuel and peti·oleum pro ducts , chemicals, machine1y and 
tran spo1t equipment, and foodstuffs. 

• $36.85 billion (2017 est.) 
• $33.56 billion (2016 est.) 

Partner s: Russia 9.2% , Poland 6.5% , Turkey 5.6% , India 5.5%, Italy 5.2%, China 4.6% , 
Germany 4.3% (2017) 

Import s: Energy , machin ery and equipment, cheinica ls . 

• $44.42 billion (2017 est.) 
• $40.57 billion (2016 est.) 

Partner s: Russia 14.5%, China 11.3%, Gennany 11.2%, Poland 7%, Belarns 6.7% , US 5.1% 
(2017) 

Capital: Kyiv (Kiev) (Note: pronounced KEEYV) 
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Executive Branch: 
Chief of state: 

Head of Government: 

President Petro Poroshenko (since 7 June 2014) 

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman (since 14 April 2016); 
First Deputy Prime Minister Stepan KUBIV (since 14 April 2016) 

Cabinet: Nominated by the prime minister, approved by the Verkhovna Rada 

Elections/Appointments: President directly elected by absolute majority popular vote in 2 
rounds if needed for a 5-year te1m (eligible for a second tenn); election 
last held on 31 March and 21 April 2019 (next to be held in March 
2024); prime minister nominated by the president , confnm ed by the 
Verkhovna Rada. 

Election Results: First round results: percent of vote - Volodymyr ZELENSKY (Servant 
of the People) 30.2%, Petro POROSHENKO (BPP) 15.6%, Yuliya 
TYMOS HENKO (Fatherland) 13.4%, Ym iy BOYKO (independent) 
11. 7%, 35 other candidates 29 .1 %. Second round results: percent of 
vote - Volodymyr ZELENSKY (Se1vant of the People) 73.2% , Petro 
POROSHENKO (BPP) 24.5%. Note - ZELENSKY is to assume office 
by 3 June 2019. 

Legislative Branch: Unicamera l Supreme Council or Verkhovna Rada (450 seats; 225 
members directly elected in single-seat constituencies by simple 
majority vote and 225 directly elected in a single nationwide 
constituency by prop01tional representat ion vote; members se1ve 5-
year tenns) . Next election to be held by 27 October 20 19. 

Judicial Branch: Supreme Comt of Ukraine or SCU (consists of 113 ju dges, with the 
possibi lity of up to 200, organized into civil, criminal, collllllercial, 
and administrative chambers, and a grand chamber) ; Constitutional 
Comt (consists of 18 justices) . 
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SENATOR RON JOHNSON {R-WI} 

BACKGROUND 

Senate : since 2011 
Next Election: 2022 
Born: April 8, 1955 in 

Mankato, Minneso ta 
Home: Oshkosh 
Educat ion : University of 

Minnesota, B.S. 1977 
(accoun ting) , attended 
1977-1979 (bus iness 
admin istrati on) 

Profession: Plast ics 
manufacturing co mpany 
owne r; shipping supply 
company machine 
operator; accountant 

Religion: Luthe ran 

Family: Wife, Jane 
Johnson; three children 

COMMITTEES: (116th Congress) 
• Budget 

• Commerce , Science and Transportation 
o Science, Oceans, Fisheries and Weather 
o Security 
o Communicat ions, Technology, 

Innovation and the Internet 

o Manufactur ing, Trade and Consumer 
Protect ion 

• Foreign Relations 
o Africa and Globa l Health Policy 
o East Asia, the Pacific, and Internat ional 

Cybersecurit y Policy 
o Europe and Regiona l Secu rity 

Cooperat ion {Chairman) 

• Home land Secur ity and Governmenta l Affa irs 
{Chairman ) 

Johnson used to run an Oshkosh, Wis., plastics manufactur ing firm and in interv iews, or w hen he 
quest ions witnesses before his comm ittee , he frequently says either , "I come from a business 
background " or " I come from a manufactur ing background. " 

Johnson was born in Mankato , M inn., w here his father was the treasurer for the Mankato Brew ing 
Company. Before he w as a teenager , the fami ly moved to the suburbs of M inneapo lis. Johnson lived at 
home and worked fu ll-time whi le attend ing the University of M innesota . He put his account ing degree 

to work w hile crunching numbers for Josten's, the supp lier of class rings and other schoo l parapherna lia. 

His career was boosted by the fam ily of his wi fe, Jane. Johnson's father- in-law, Howard Curler, co

founded a foo d-packaging compan y in W isconsin in the 1950s. It was acqu ired by Bemis Co., a 
M inneapol is packaging business, and Curler became the CEO of Bemis in 1978. Johnson moved to 
Oshkosh, Wis., in 1979 to help launch a plastics manufactur ing firm with his brother- in-law - early on, 
Bemis was the ir biggest client . The company , Pacur, now produces plastics used to package med ical 
devices and food , among other th ings. The company w as sold in 1986, wi th Johnson stay ing on as a 
manager ; he bought it back in 1997. Johnson used part of his wealth to finance his 2010 campa ign 
against Feingold, spending $8.9 milli on of the campa ign's $15.3 mi llion tota l. Feingold's campaign spent 
$15.5 mill ion . 
Excerpts from CQ- © 2018 · CQ - Roll Call, Inc · All Rights Reserved. 

POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

No prev ious office. 

Selected Caucus and Special Organizat ion Membersh ips: None 
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SENATOR RON JOHNSON {R-WI} 

SPONSORED DOE-RELATED LEGISLATIONS (116th Congress) 

• S Res 27- A resolution calling for a prompt mult inationa l freedom of navigation operation in the 
Black Sea and urging the cancellation of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 

UKRAINE-RELATED FACTS 
• Sen. Johnson is a vice-chair of the Senate Ukra ine Caucus 

• Sen. Johnson issued a statement in late Apri l 2019 congratu lat ing Volod ymr Zelensky on his 
victory in the Ukra inian president ial elect ion. "" Congratu lat ions to Volodymyr Zelensky on his 
victory in Ukra ine's president ial elect ion. I look forward to work ing with him to continue 
strengthening the relat ionship between our two nat ions." 

DOE FACILITIES/SITES IN WISCONSIN 

• None 

ISSUES OF INTEREST 

• Homeland secur ity 

• Public sector unions 

WISCONSIN ENERGY INFORMATION 

• Wisconsin's industr ial sector , including agriculture and the energy-intensive manufacture of 
food and beverage products , is the state 's largest energy-consuming sector. In 2016, industry 
accounted for 33% of the state's end-use energy consumpt ion. 

• Coal is the leading fue l used for electr icity generat ion in W isconsin. In 2018, coal-fired power 
plants prov ided 49% of the state 's net generation . 

• Natural gas-fired power plants fue led 26% of W isconsin's electr icity generation in 2018, second 
on ly to coal, and almost three t imes more than its share a decade earl ier. 

• In 2018, 9% of W isconsin's ut ility-sca le net electr icity generat ion came from renew able energy 
resources, includ ing hydroe lectric pow er, w ind, biomass, and solar. 

• In 2018, W isconsin ranked seventh in the nation in ethano l production capacity , wi th faci lities 
able to produce more than a half bill ion gallons annua lly. 

Source : U.S. Energy Info rmat ion Adm in ist rat ion, updated Ap ril 18, 2019 
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Kurt Volker 
U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine 

Ambassador Kurt Volker is an American diplomat who served as 
the U.S. Ambassador to NATO and presently serves as the U.S. 
Special Representative for Ukraine.  Amb. Volker is a leading expert 
in U.S. foreign and national security policy with some 30 years of 
experience in a variety of government, academic, and private sector 
capacities. Ambassador Volker serves as Executive Director of The 
McCain Institute for International Leadership, a part of Arizona State 
University based in Washington, DC. He is also a non-resident Senior Fellow at the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, a 
Senior Advisor at the Atlantic Council, and a Trustee of IAU College in Aix-en-Provence, France. 
He is a consultant to international business, a member of the Board of Directors of CG Funds Trust, 
and had previously served as Managing Director, International, for BGR Group. He has taught 
Transatlantic Relations at The George Washington University Elliott School of International Affairs. 
In July, 2017, Secretary of State Tillerson appointed Ambassador Volker as U.S. Special 
Representative for Ukraine Negotiations. 

Joseph Pennington
Acting Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in 
Ukraine  

Joseph Pennington, a Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service with the rank of Minister-Counselor, is the Senior 
Advisor to the Ambassador on U.S. Assistance to Ukraine.  He 
previously served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Iraq in the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs (2015-18), Director of 
the Office of Iraq Affairs (2015), and Principal Officer at the U.S. Consulate General in Erbil, in 
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region (2013-15).  For his service in Erbil, Mr. Pennington received the 
Ryan C. Crocker Award for Outstanding Leadership in Expeditionary Diplomacy. 

Mr. Pennington served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Prague, Czech 
Republic (2010-13) and held the same position in Yerevan, Armenia (2007-10).  He worked as 
the U.S. Embassy Spokesman in Ankara, Turkey (2002-06), political-economic officer in 
Naples, Italy (2001-02), and headed the U.S. Embassy Branch Office in Mostar, Bosnia-
Herzegovina (2000-01).  He served as an economic officer at the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo 
(1999-2000), and as political-economic officer at the U.S. Consulate in Adana, Turkey (1995-
98), where his work was recognized with the Assistant Secretary’s Award for Exceptional 
Achievement in the Field of Human Rights and Democracy.  Mr. Pennington has also worked in 
the State Department’s Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs and at the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow. 
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DATE: Sunday, May 19, 2019 

PURPOSE: (b) (5) 

PARTICIPANTS: Senator Ron John son, Senior US. Senator/ram Wisconsin 

Brian McConn ack, Chief of Staff 

STAFF: 

PREVIOUS 
INTERACTION: 

KEY ISSUES: 

BACKGROUND 

None 

You have not previously met with Senator Johnson . 
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General Talking Points 

European Energy Security 

An energy secure Europe serves as a strong partner for the United States in
meeting global challenges.

Russia’s position as a dominant supplier of natural gas to Europe has only
deepened since the threat of a gas cut-off in 2014, rising from approximately
30 percent to 43 percent in 2017.

The United States is not seeking to eliminate Russian gas or nuclear energy
from the market.  Russian energy can and should remain part of a diversified
energy mix for Europe.

Our priority is helping Europe minimize dependence upon a single supplier.
The United States supports a pro-Europe energy security policy based on
diversification of fuel types, supply sources (countries of origin), and
delivery routes.

The same extends to the nuclear power sector, where too many countries
continue to rely on nuclear fuel from a single-supplier.

The strength of Europe’s Energy Union will depend on the right projects
being built.

Transatlantic energy security depends on policy choices that create incentives
for real improvement of infrastructure, real increases in diversification, and the
production and efficient utilization of domestic energy resources and raw
materials.

We are working with countries in Central and Southeastern Europe on a very
different vision for the region, one in which people are free to chart their own
energy futures.



European Energy Security and Nord Stream 2  
 

 European energy security over the longer term will depend on policy choices 
that create incentives for real improvement of infrastructure, real increases in 
diversification, and the production and efficient utilization of domestic energy 
resources and raw materials. 
 

 The United States remains opposed to proposals for Nord Stream 2 and a 
multi-line Turk Stream to Europe as a continuation of a long-term strategy by 
Russia to cement and grow its dominance in European energy markets for both 
geopolitical reasons and State-owned commercial interests. 
 

 The same extends to the nuclear power sector, where too many countries 
continue to rely on nuclear fuel from a single-supplier.  
 

 European dependence on Russian energy supplies has only increased since the 
invasion of Crimea in 2014, and the threat of another natural gas cut-off looms 
large.  
 

 I understand that the EU has significant interest in increasing the presence of 
U.S. industry in European energy markets to help drive diversification 
efforts.  
 

 The Commission has established a fund for Projects of Common Interest 
(PCIs) that is aimed at promoting private sector interest. Could you confirm 
that such funds are open to the inclusion of non-European industry, such as 
the U.S.  
 

 As we discuss opportunities to increase transatlantic cooperation I believe 
this is a significant potential.  
 

 U.S. industry would see progress on this front as an important counter force 
to the assessed risk levels associated with business engagement, particularly 
in Central and Eastern Europe.  
 

 U.S. industry is unparalleled in many sectors, and energy and construction is 
among them, and creating an atmosphere in which risk taking is mitigated by 
the Commission’s support would only help achieve the EU’s energy goals.  
 



TurkStream and Nord Stream 2 

The United States remains opposed to proposals for Nord Stream 2 and a
multi-line Turk Stream to Europe as a continuation of a long-term strategy by
Russia to cement and grow its dominance in European energy markets for both
geopolitical reasons and State-owned commercial interests.

TurkStream does not represent source diversification.  The intent of the
project is to end gas transit through Ukraine, which would ultimately lead to
the degradation of the Ukrainian gas transit system.  That system is the
largest, cheapest, and most effective route for Hungary’s gas imports.  We
should work to preserve it.

Transatlantic Energy Cooperation 

We are working with countries in Central and Southeastern Europe on a very
different vision for the region, one in which people are free to chart their own
energy futures.

We value the European Commission’s support for the Partnership for
Transatlantic Energy Cooperation (P-TEC) as a new forum for cooperation
that aligns well with your Energy Union Framework Strategy.

I believe the Three Seas Initiative can serve as a transformative platform for
engagement on transatlantic energy security. It can be a framework to
“complete Europe” with a north-south corridor in energy,
telecommunications and infrastructure.

Partnership for Transatlantic Energy Cooperation (P-TEC) 

As you know, I hosted the first P-TEC Ministerial and Investment Forum in
Houston on March 14.

I was very glad that Ukraine could participate.

Participants in the Ministerial were unified on:
o the necessity to reduce dependence on Russian energy;
o the need for greater diversification of energy supplies, suppliers, and



supply routes; and 
o their willingness to cooperate on achieving greater energy security. 

 
 Cybersecurity was identified as an especially high priority for cooperation. 

 
 Interconnection of energy networks was viewed as both a success thus far 

and an area for continued work. 
 

 More infrastructure is needed to further distribute energy across countries 
and regions from the point of import. 
 

 We also heard from private financiers that aggregation of infrastructure 
projects is necessary for reducing risk and attracting financing from the 
capital markets. 

 
 Following on the success of this first P-TEC Ministerial, my Department is 

planning for P-TEC working group meetings later in 2019 to execute on 
substantive work streams.  

 
Ukraine (From Zelensky memo) 
 

 I am here as the Head of the U.S. delegation to affirm that Ukraine remains a 
close partner of the United States and we are committed to working with you 
to ensure the long-term energy security of your country. 

 
 The United States strongly supports Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial 

integrity, and continued reform efforts. 
 

 Energy Sector Reforms 
 

 Ukraine has taken notable steps on reform, particularly in the energy sector. 
We know how difficult these measure are in terms of political costs, but it is 
critical to ensure Ukraine’s prosperity and energy security.  It is crucial that 
you work with the IMF and World Bank on these issues. 
 

 It is clear that your message of change and reform resonated with the people 
of Ukraine- (73% of the popular vote). I would encourage you and your 
team to capitalize on this enthusiasm and strong desire for change. The 
United States and the European Union stands ready to work with you to 



ensure that change and reform can be implemented. But you must be 
committed to make the hard choices on corruption and good governance 
reforms. 

The Department of Energy stands ready to work with you and your team to
help implement these changes. A more transparent, rules-based, and
competitive energy market is essential to Ukraine’s sovereignty and energy
security.

U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue

In November 2018, I launched the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Energy Dialogue
you’re your predecessor, President Poroshenko to cooperate on many of the
energy issues facing Ukraine.

We believe that the Dialogue would be a useful format for the Department of
Energy to engage with your government at the highest level, to develop an
engagement plan to move ahead with reforms, and to encourage more
foreign direct investment into Ukraine.

We hope that we can continue to this Dialogue under your leadership. The
Deputy Secretary will lead this Dialogue from the U.S. side.

I would ask you to nominate a co-chair from your side to begin this critical
work.

DOE Engagement (Critical Energy Issues) 

There are several critical issues which I believe your administration should
address in the next coming weeks.

It is essential that Ukraine demonstrate commitment to the norms of the
Third Energy Package in order to demonstrate to the EU that Ukraine is a
reliable energy partner.

I encourage Ukraine to proceed with the unbundling of Naftogaz’s gas
transmission system.  This is necessary for Ukraine’s commitment to
European energy norms.



The dispute over unbundling is wasting critical time and weakening
Ukraine’s position in gas transit negotiations with Gazprom.  We urge you to
ensure Ukraine unbundles on time, and creates a new TSO that will be
certifiable by the EU.  It is equally crucial that the unbundling plan does not
increase avenues for corruption and undue influence from any group

Ukraine has been tremendously blessed with reserves of natural gas. I know
that U.S. oil and gas companies are very interested in bringing expertise and
know-how, but they remain wary of the investment climate. But they are
looking for signals that your government is committed to continuing critical
reforms.

We welcome Ukraine’s efforts to increase gas production, including through
oil and gas exploration production sharing agreement and license
auctions.  We urge Ukraine to ensure the tendering process is transparent
and competitive, and in line with the recommendations of the business
community.

Diversifying your nuclear fuel supply away from Russia is extremely
important for Ukraine’s energy security.  Westinghouse fuel supplies reduce
Russian leverage over Ukraine.

Preparations for Winter Heating Season 

The European Commission has expressed concerns about preparations that
are currently underway to prepare for the winter heating season.

Without a contract in place between Gazprom and Naftogaz, there is a
potential for a winter gas shortage for Ukraine, unless the country begins to
purchase and store gas now for the coming winter. We urge that the
government facilitate Naftogaz’s access to funding for these purchases.

It is critical that the government of Ukraine takes immediate actions to
prepare for the upcoming winter season, .

The Department of Energy has been engaged with senior management of
Naftogaz on this issue and is prepared to provide critical support to assist
Ukraine on this issue, as we did in the 2014-2015 winter season.



U.S. LNG Exports 
 

 The U.S. Government has authorized 23 billion cubic feet per day (bcf/d) 
(235 bcm/a) of natural gas for export. U.S. liquefaction capacity continues to 
expand, with three facilities already operational and three more new U.S. 
projects coming online by the end of 2019 increasing total U.S. liquefaction 
capacity to approximately 11 bcf/d (112 bcm/a).  
 

 One additional project, Golden Pass LNG in Texas, recently announced its 
final investment decision (FID) and has begun construction.  
 

 Four additional projects have been approved by both the U.S. Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) that represent a combined additional LNG export capacity of 7.6 
Bcf/d (80 bcm/a).  
 

 Finally, there are ten additional projects (and several terminal expansions) 
awaiting final action by FERC and DOE. Clearly, as new U.S. LNG export 
terminals come on line, U.S. exports will become even more attractive and 
cost competitive in the European gas market. 
 

 Europe will benefit from these supplies. The EU emerged as the number one 
import destination for U.S. LNG exports in the fourth quarter of 2018 amid 
weakened prices in Asia markets. We are seeing the continuation of that into 
this year. 
 

 This disproves the myth that LNG cannot compete with cheap pipeline gas. 
The fact is that prices will only come down as more companies enter and 
compete in the marketplace. 
 

 We are also seeing countries like Poland reject Russian supplies altogether 
because they rightly see that dependence as a real threat to their national 
security and freedom. 
 

 I look forward to joining you for the 1st U.S.-EU Energy Council High Level 
Business to Business Event.  
 

 This represents a key deliverable in follow-up to President Juncker’s 
commitment to President Trump in July 2018.  



 
 The goal is to facilitate the expansion of large-scale U.S. LNG export 

supplies to Europe. 
 

 I look forward to working together to achieve this goal, for our mutual 
benefit.   

 



From: Nersessian, Raffi K.
To: Tumminia, Paul; Buchan, Samuel; Lockwood, Andrea; Sandoli, Robert
Subject: Ukraine Upstream Auction Update
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 4:18:27 PM

Greetings,
Some information for you on the upstream auction and gas storage.

Auctions:  In early 2019, the Ukrainian government outlined plans to offer the rights to 42 blocks for
oil and gas E&P blocks via public auctions and production-sharing agreement (PSA) tenders. In an
effort to energize the upstream sector and boost domestic production, the government announced
in December 2018 that it would hold public auctions on 6 March for the license rights to 10
prospective onshore blocks of varying size and resource potential.

The agency set minimum starting bids for each of the 10 licenses, with most blocks requiring bid
winners to reprocess existing or acquire new seismic data for the block, as well as to drill one well.
Results of the March auction only confirmed that the heightened political risk contributed to anemic
interest from foreign players, with Majors that had entered Ukraine in 2010 conspicuously absent.
Of the ten onshore blocks that were on offer, just three were awarded, all rights won by domestic
operators. State-run UGV winning exploration acreage, as well as Ukrainian players Burisma and
DTEK, all of which are in the Kharkiv and Poltava regions in the east.

Before the first round of public auctions – the first open competition for E&P license rights in
Ukraine’s history – even took place, the government revealed plans to auction off a second set of
licenses. Earlier in February, the State Agency for Geology and Subsoil Use published its list of blocks
for the second auction, comprising seven licenses geographically dispersed around Ukraine. The
auction is scheduled for 2 May, with bid submissions due the day beforehand. Shortly following the
conclusion of the first round, on 14 March the government added a third auction planned for 18
June that will encompass nine exploration blocks. Unlike previous rounds, however, these blocks
have not seen any exploration activity and therefore there are no resource estimates related to the
prospective areas. An announcement of winners for another nine blocks that would operate under a
PSA framework is expected in June; this is separate than the license rounds.

Gas Storage: As of May 19, the country had 10.56 Bcm in storage, a 20% gain from the start of the
injection season in April and 17% more than the same day a year ago. Ukraine injected 142.5 MMcm
into storage during May 18-19, the highest two-day injection volume since October 2015, just before
the country ceased buying gas directly in Gazprom.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Thank You,
Raffi Nersessian
Europe & Eurasia Energy Security Analyst
Department of Energy
Phone: 202-586-5803
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Austin Evers 
American Oversight 
1030 15th Street, NW 
Suite B255 
Washington, DC 20005 

Via email: hart.wood@americanoversight.org 

Re:   HQ-2019-01418-F 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This is a partial response to request HQ-2019-01418-F that you sent to the Department of 
Energy (DOE) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552.  In FOIA 
request HQ-2019-01418-F, you requested the following: 

1) All email communications (including email messages, calendar
invitations, and attachments thereto), text messages, and WhatsApp
messages sent or received by Secretary Perry, as well as by any aide or
other assistant who accompanied Secretary Perry to Ukraine on or
about May 19-21, 2019, containing any of the following key terms:

a. Rudy
b. Giuliani
c. Giuiliani
d. Guliani
e. Hunter
f. Biden
g. Bidens
h. Burisma
i. Lutsenko
j. Syntyk
k. Crowdstrike
l. Toensing
m. diGenova
n. Fruman
o. Parnas
p. Kolomoisky
q. Kolomoysky
r. Shokin
s. Klitschko
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t. DNC

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through 
May 24, 2019. 

2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary
Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter Biden,
and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group).

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through May
24, 2019.

Your request was assigned to DOE’s Office of the Executive Secretariat (ES) to conduct 
a search of its files for responsive documents.   

The search started on October 18, 2019, which is the cutoff date for responsive 
documents.  You received a second partial response to this request on April 1, 2020, 
consisting of five (5) documents.  DOE determined that four (4) of the documents 
contained equities of the Department of State (DOS).  For this reason, four (4) documents 
were transferred in part to DOS for review.  

These documents have now been reviewed by DOS, and DOS has provided DOE with its 
release determinations on its equities. The relevant pages of these documents are now 
being released to you with certain information withheld pursuant to Exemptions 5 and 6 
of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(5) and (b)(6). 

This satisfies the standard set forth at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) that agencies shall 
withhold information under FOIA “only if (I) the agency reasonably foresees that 
disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption . . . ; or (II) disclosure is 
prohibited by law . . . .” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) also provides that whenever full 
disclosure of a record is not possible, agencies shall “consider whether partial disclosure 
of information is possible . . . .” Thus, we have determined that, in certain instances, a 
partial disclosure is proper. 

Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the 
determination to withhold the information described above. The FOIA requires that “any 
reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provided to any person requesting such 
record after deletion of the portions which are exempt.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). As a result, a 
redacted version of the documents are being released to you in accordance with 10 C.F.R. 
§ 1004.7(b)(3).
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If you have any questions about the processing of the request or this letter, your attorney 
may contact Hilarie Snyder, Trial Attorney, at Hilarie.E.Snyder@usdoj.gov or 202-305-
0747. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter. 
 
      
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     Alexander C. Morris 
     FOIA Officer 
     Office of Public Information 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alexander C. 
Morris

Digitally signed by 
Alexander C. Morris 
Date: 2020.12.01 
12:21:29 -05'00'
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Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, 
through May 24, 2019. 

 
2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary 

Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter 
Biden, and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group). 
 

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through 
May 24, 2019. 

 
DOE is producing four (4) documents that have undergone consultation. 
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 Four (4) documents from consult with DOS are being released in part pursuant 
to Exemptions 5 and 6.  
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