


Activists Use Gubernatorial Inauguration To Voice Opposition and Demonstrate Partnerships

Oregon-based climate change activists used Governor Kate Brown’s inauguration on 14 January to protest the

Jordan Cove Project (JCP), highlighting their ability to operate within the state and also demonstrating links with a

national activist organizing platform. Activists affiliated with Southern Oregon Rising Tide (SORT) interrupted

Brown’s inaugural address to demand she direct state agencies to deny state permits to JCP, unfurling a large

banner reading “Hey Kate: Walk your climate talk. Support the frontlines, stop the pipeline.” These actions, quickly

halted by state police, have since galvanized a powerful social media campaign against Brown: since Monday, at

least 100 social media users have echoed SORT’s call for Brown to reject JCP applications (Figure 1).
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Additionally, the SORT protest, sparsely covered in mainstream media, received prominent attention from Earth

First!, a highly-decentralized climate organization advocating methods ranging from “grassroots and legal

organizing to civil disobedience and monkeywrenching.” Earth First!’s publication of the article probably stems

primarily from an attempt to bolster its relationships with local activist groups in southern Oregon rather than a

national mobilization against JCP: in late 2018, Earth First! relocated its primary offices from Florida to the

southern Oregon town of Grants Pass, located approximately 40 miles west of the regional center of Medford and

near to the proposed Pacific Connector route. However, the publication suggests that Earth First! and SORT will

continue to coordinate actions, heightening the potential that Earth First! may in the future attempt to use its

national audience to draw attention and resources towards the JCP as the project progresses.
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