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Probers seek action = ##
against cop o g s

" . By Les Hausner | Character:
. Staff Writer - : or

‘ The Police Department’s Office of Profes- Classification:
1 sional Standards has requested thai action be Submitting Office: CHICAGO
‘ —Eene =] taken against a command-

; 4 er accused, along with
some of his detectives, of
using excessive force on
suspects in custody.

‘The OPS report on
Cmdr. Jon Burge, a deco-
rated Vietnam War veter-
an, is being reviewed by
city attorneys, said Andrea
Swearingen, a spokeswom-
an for the city corporation

Jon Burgel counsel’s offic‘e. . ;
She said thai the report—a “request for were named i , . e
action”—was received by her department Oct. behalf of g;;; oli'y&'lg a?;ll{lshoghlg“sqg %]ed on
25 and that a review by city lawyers could take tortured into falsely P tsoax e :I\as
30 days, which she said is s_tandgrd procedure. Banks was convicted in 1983 % - tﬁen;ﬁ{ er.
| Members of the Coalition to End Police © Appellate Court overturned. the convict?gzlls
Commander accused saying the confeesion was not volunary.
A convicted killer, Andrew Wilson, also filed

a brutality suit against Burge and two other

indexing:

Of CXCessive force detectives. Wilson and his brother, Jackie Wil-

Brutality held a press conference Thursday at
180 N. La Salle, where the corporation coun-
sel’s offices are, o demand that Burge be
immediately suspended.

The request for action “should be sufficient
to suspend Burge,” said Mary Powers of Glen-
coe, coordinator of Citizens Alert, one of the
coalition’s 35 organizations.

“We urge the counsel to act expediently on
this case, regardless of the political fallout,”
she said. Her organizalion has been seeking
Burge’s firing since 1989,

Swearingen said a request for action “does
not automatically mean termination.” The
counsel also could reject the OPS findings.

- Last month, Burge -and two other police

officers. Peter Dignan and Charles Grunhard._

son, were tried and convicted twice
1982 murders of "Chicago police OfficeﬁgrVézf}ill(f
liam Fahey and Richard O’'Brien.

In 1989, two separate federal Jjuries refused
to award Andrew Wilson any damages. The
allegations centered on Area 2 headquarters
727 E. 11lth St., where Burge, who now
commands Area 3 headquarters, previously

_ had been based.

London-based Amnesty International called
last December. for an investigation into alleca-
tions that Chicago police systematically used
excessive force on suspects between 1972 and

<1984, - oo .
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By Les Hausner
Staff Writer

The Police Department’s Office of Profes-
gional Standards has requested that action be
: taken against a command-
er accused, along with
some of his detectives, of
using excessive force on
suspects in custody.

The OPS report on

an, is being reviewed by
city attorneys, said Andrea
Swearingen, a. spokeswom-
an for the city corporation
counsel’s office. -

Jon Burge

She said that the report—a “request for
action”—was received by her department Oct.
25 and that-a review. by city lawyers could take
80 days,‘whigh%’g 3aid,is standard procedure.

-Members..of - the Coalition to End Police
were named in a $16 million lawsuit filed on
behalf of Gregory Banks, who said he was
tortured info falsely confessing to a murder.
Banks was convicted in 1983, but the Illinois
Appellate Court overturned the conviction,
saying the confession was not voluntary.

A convicted killer, Andrew Wilson, also filed
a brutality suit against Burge and two other
detectives. Wilson_and his brother, Jackie Wil-
son, were tried and convicted twice for the
1982 murders of*Chicago police Officers Wil-
liam Fahey and Richard O’Brien.

In 1989, two separate federal juries refused
.to award Andrew Wilson any damages. The
allegations centered on Area 2 headquarters,
727 E. 11ith St., where’ Burge, who now
commands Area 3 headquarters, -previously

»+  had been based. .
~.'London-based Amnesty International-called
last December for an investigation into allega-
tions fhat-Chicago police. systematically used

excessivé force on suspects between 1972 and

1984‘“-: . v S b o e W e oS
. . *

Probers seek
action against cop

Cmdr. Jon Burge, a deco- ,
rated Vietnam War veter-
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Commander accused

of excessive force

Brutality held a press conference Thursday at
180 N. La Salle, where the corporation coun-
sel’s offices are, to demand that Burge be
immediately suspendeds--

The request for action “should be sufficient
to suspend Burge,” said Mary Powers of Glen-
coe, coordinator of Citizens Alert, one of the
coalition’s 35 organizations.

“We urge the counsel to act expediently on
this case, regardless of the political fallout,”
she said. Her organization has been seeking
Burge’s firing since 1989.

Swearingen said a request for action “does
not automatically mean termination.” The
counsel also could reject the OPS findings. -

Last month, Burge -and two other police
officers, Peter Dignan and Charles Grunhard.
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Brutality charges to be reviewed

Brighton Park commander allegedly tortured suspects

By David Jackson

Police Supt. LeRoy Martin has
asked city attorneys to feview
‘charges that a police commander
tortured suspects in police custody.

Police union head John Dineen
said that this type of “request for
action” is typically made when the
superintendent is preparing to dis-
charge an officer, although Dineen
said he had not seen the file in ques-
tion.

The request from Martin came
after an investigation by the police
office of professional standards, the
deépartment’s disciplinary arm. The
results of that investigation have not
been released.
~On Oct. 25, Martin requested that
city attorneys review the charges
against Cmdr. Jon Burge, who cur-

rently heads the Brighton Park Area,

according to Andrea Swearingen, a
spokeswoman for the city corpora-
tion counsel’s office.

Swearingen would not divulge any
détails or say if the request for ac-
tion pertained to any other officers.

She said that the request for action

would be acted on within 30 days
from the day it was received, and
said it “does not necessarily mean
termination.” .

Burge said he was unaware of the
status of any complaints filed against
Itgm. He declined to comment fur-

er.

Burge has been the target of a
long-running, complex federal brutal-
ity suit filed by convicted police
murderer Andrew Wilson, who
alleged that he was tortured by elec-
troshock by Burge and other officers
under his command while in police
custody in February of 1982,

A first trial on the charges ended
with a hung jury in 1989.

After a second trial, a jury found
that the city had a policy of allowing
its police officers to beat or other-
wise harm people suspected of kill-
ing police officers.

There was no finding that Wilson

‘was injured pursuant to that policy.

The second civil jury also found that
Burge did not participate in mis-
treating Wilson, or allow his officers
to.

* Attorneys for Burge presented evi-

19-cv-4048(FBI}-1074

dence that some of Wilson’s injuries
were caused by two “wagon crew”
officers not under Burge’s command,
while other injuries were self-in-
flicted.

= OQOne of those two officers died in

1983, while the other retired and
moved to Florida. None of Burge’s
officers were found liable.

Wilson’s appeal of the verdict is
pending.

Attorney Jeffrey Haas, who repre-
sented Wilson, said affidavits from
eight other prisoners who said they
were tortured while in custody at
Area Two were kept from the jury,
but have since been made a part of
the standards office investigations.

According to Dineen, when the
police standards office sustains
charges against an officer, it sends a
recommendation to Martin.

If Martin is going to discharge the
officer, Dineen said, he asks city at-
torneys to prepare charges before the
Police Board. . i

“We heard that-they had made the
recommendation, and it’s been lay-
ing on a desk,” Dineen said.
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Chlcago cops
suspended - :

g et e

in probe ( of
brutahty :

Associated Press - 3 R

.+ & Kigh-ranking Chicago police offi- .
cer and two. of his detectives were -

suspended for 30 days without pay
pending a police-board hearing after
they were charged Friday with using
excessive force.

If the police board sustains the.

charges, the three could be fired, the
«Chicago Police Department saidina

statement. . !
. Cmdr.- Jon Burge, 43, who heads -
the department’s Brighton Park unit :

on the South Side, was named .in
charges by the city’s Law Depart-
ment after an internal investigation,
the police department said. )
Police spokeswoman Tina Vingini
said union rules prohlblted her from '
identifying the two detectives* sus-
pended along with Burge. ., .
The charges follow an investiga-
tion Jaunched in response to allega-
tions that Burge and others tortured
suspects in police custedy. 5. . -
Burge and three detectlves __Rob-
ert Dwyer, -Peter¥Dignan"an
Charles Grunhard ~

- are named as
defendants in a ‘Tawsuit accusing’
them of torturing 12 suspects i i gus-’
tody befwéeen'1982 and 1987.,~ . - -y

- The -lawsuit ‘dccuses police of a
pattern of brutahty including shock-
ing prisoners with electrical dev1ces,
beating fhem; denying them' food
and placing -plastic bags ovér their
‘heads in effortsto’ 0 gain confessmns

The lawsuit Was Tiled-Tast “fionth
by Gregory Banks, Wi contends he
-was_fortired 1nto féfsel’y confessmg

ia murdef. The fa"{ysmt‘ééﬁks 66 ATk
lion dollars in compensatory “dam-
age and $8 iillion in panitive dam-
ages, said attomey Flint Taylor. '
- Banks was convicted in-1983. But

- the Illinois Appellate Court threw oyt

the conviction in 1989, Sayifig police.
had-punched him, klcked him and
placed a'plastic bag over his head to
obtain an involuntary confession.
The murder, charge was dismissed in
1990, and Banks was freed after
spending seven years in prison. ==

* Amnesty International, the human -

rights ‘organization, singled out
‘Banks’ case in a letter to state offi-
cials last year asking for informa-
tion on allegations of brutality in the

Chicago Police Department.

Officials with Amnesty Interna-
tional could not be reached for com-
ment on the officers’ Suspensions. A
telephone message left at the organi-
zation’s Chicago office was. not im-
mediately returned late Friday.

Burge also has been the target of 4
federal brutality lawsuit by convict-

ed police murderer Andrew Wilson, .

who alleged he was torfured by elec-;

troshock by Burge and other officers
while in pollce custody in February
1982, °

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1076
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Chicago cops
suspended

in probe of
brutality

Associated Press

A high-ranking Chicago police offi-
cer and two of his detectives were
suspended for 30 days without pay
pending a police board hearing after
they were charged Friday with using
excessive force.

statement. .

the department’s Brighton Park unit
on the South Side, was named in
charges by the city’s Law Depart-
ment after an internal investigation,
the police department said.

identifying the two defectives sus-
pended along with Burge.

The charges follow an investiga-
tion launched in response to allega-
tions that Burge and others fortured
suspects in police custody.

ert Dwyer, Peter’Dignan and
Charles Grunhard —- are named as
defendants in a lawsuit accusing

tody between 1982 and 1987.

If the police board sustains the:
charges, the three could be fired, the .
iChicago Police Department said in a :

Cmdr. Jon Burge, 43, who heads

Police spokeswoman Tina Vincini -
said union rules prohibited her from

Burge and three detectives — Rob- .

them of torturing 12 suspects in cus-'

The lawsuit accuses police of a-
Jpattern of brutality including shock-
ing prisoners with electrical devices,
beating them, denying them food
and placing plastic bags over their
‘heads in efforts to gain confessions.

. The lawsuit was filed Iast month-
,by Gregory Banks, whg contends he
1 was tortured into falseiy confessing,

na murder. The Idwsuit seeks $8 mil-
lion dollars in compensatory dam-
age and $8 million in punitive dam-
ages, said attorney Flint Taylor.

Banks was convicted in 1983. But

- the Illinois Appellate Court threw out

‘the conviction in 1989, saying police
had punched him, kicked him and
placed aplastic bag over his head to
obtain an involuntary confession.,
'The murder, charge was dismissed in’
1990, and Banks was freed after
spending seven years in prison.

Amnesty International, the human,
rights organization, singled out
‘Banks’ case in a letter fo state offi-
cials last year asking for informa-
tion on allegations of brutality in the
Chicago Police Department.

Officials with Amnesty Interna-
tional could not be reached for com-
ment on the officers’ suspensions. A
‘telephone message left at the organi-
zation’s Chicago office was. not im-
mediately returned late Friday.

Burge also has been the target of a
federal brutality lawsuit by convict-

i

ed police murderer Andrew Wilson, .
who alleged he was tortured by elec-

troshock by Burge and other officers
while in police custody in February
11982.,

#H-C - 748

Page 3
Daily Herald
pateiSle, Illinois

gdtidjovember 9,1991
Naperv1lle/Llsle Edition

TieChicago Cops Suspended In
Probe Of Brutality

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office; Chlcago

Indexing:

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1077

FBI/DOJ




o _ . T
FD-350 (Rev.

5-8-81)

* (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

3

- . 3 i B £
A N £ i3 <A
© e . g Dol ' . N
. e = e 77 s, . e
A T 2 - Ve s o -
. et e T o .
b - £
v N
- 3
- . O
- . . R g TR W\ .

Date:
Edition:

Title:
Suspended

Character:
or
Classification:

Page 5

Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago, Illinois
November 9,1991

City Cop Commander
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Fifing i urged if brutalicy -:.c'ﬁétges are upheld

‘By Scott Fornej< '
Stalf” Wiiter B

‘One of the city’s top police com-

manders was suspended Friday

with a- recommendation he. be =
" Police Supt. LeRoy Martin. The

fired if charges he used excessive

forée against suspects in.his custo-., .
;- excessive force in a 1982 investiga-

dy are upheld

The Police Department made~

the recommendation to the Police
Board about Jon G.. Burge, com-
mander of the Southwest Side’s

Area 3 detective division, and two,_.

of his detectives. - . s

A group seeking Burge’s firing
since 1989 held a press conference
outside the Law Department’s of-
fices Thursday to demand the sus-

-er was overturned on a

pension, Members of the Coahtxon .

to End Police Brutality uiged. the
corporation counsel to act swiftly
and. xgnore possible pohtzcal fall-
out.

Burge also has been named in

two' civil suits accusmg hxm of

brutality.

Burge and the two detectlves, ~Hce Office of Professional Stan-°

who were not identified, were sus-
‘pended without pay for 30 days by

threé officers are accused of using

tion of the murder of two Chlcago
police officers.

Burge was the commandmg offi-
cer of South Side Area 2's violent

- crifnes unit at the time.

.- Aftet an 3pvest1gat19n, the po- ..

officers, P8ter Dignan‘and Charles
Grunhar ‘weke-named d_in_a _$16
million Iawsult led on behalf of'
Gregory Banks. Bagks said he wag'
tortured into falsely onfessing to
a murder. His 1983 co gpctxon lat-

al

A brutality case also v&i filed
against Burge and two othér de-
tectives by Andrew Wilson, who:

" with hxs brother, Jackie, was con-

“victed tiwicé for' the 1982 murders

of police -officers -William Fahey
‘and Richard O'Brien. Two federal

. - . juriés refused to award Wlls
_ Last month, he and two “police ) . o any

damages in 1989.

——

dards recommended the three of-
ficers be terminated if the Police
Board sustains-the accusations.
About 10 days after receiving
the official charges. prepared by‘
the city Law  Department, the’

_board will hold an initial hearing,

.Law Department officials said_
Thursday that their review of the

.Office of Professional Staridards’

report could take another two
weeks, . . -y

N3Y 30 199
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Chicago Tribune
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'By David Jackson
jand Robert Blau
Formal charges were filed Tues-

seeking the firing of a top police
! commander and two detectives
who allegedly took part in the tor-
ture of a prisoner nine years ago.
. If the charges are sustained,
' Brighton Park Area Cmdr. Jon G.
‘Burge will be the highest-ranking
, Chicago police official dismissed
*in nearly 20 years. '

The' allegations center on what
'happened in a stark interrogation
room in the Pullman Area police
headquarters, where, on Feb. 14,

, day with the Chicago Police Board -

1982, an illiterate career criminal
named Andrew Wilson was ques-
tioned about the murders of two
police officers.

The 30 counts filed Tuesday
with the Police Board accuse
Burge and Detective John A. Yu-
caitis of physically abusing Wilson
and Detective Patrick J. O’Hara of
failing to take action to stop them.

But the terse, bureaucratic
language of the filings belied Wil-
son’s brutal description of the
event, in which Burge and others
allegedly meted out punishment by
shocking him with a “black box”
electrical device that was clipped
to his ears, handcuffing him to a

pate: NOvember 13,1991
edtonNOorth Sports Final

Tite: 3 Cops Charged With
Brutality

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Chica go

Indexing:

3 cops charged with brutality

Martin seeks firing of police commander, detectives )

hot radiator and suffocating him '
with a plastic garbage bag held
around his neck. i

The officers deny the charges,
which have gone unproven in two -
federal court cases and a previous
police investigation, .

The accusations have led Am-
nesty International, the worldwide'
civil rights organization better.
known for probing state-sponsored
torture in Southeast Asia and Tur-|
key, to call for an independent in-:
vestigation.

They also sparked a bitter nine-
year tug of war between police]
brass and a handful of fervent at-

See Charges, pg. 18!

1
|

SEARCHED, INDEXED
SERIALIZ
JAN 22 1992
81 — CHICAGO

S b-

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1080 444 ~-C €~ 70234~ 5

FB{/DOJ




®
Charges

'Continued from page 1

‘torneys and activists who have -

icalled for the officers’ dismissals,

On Tuesday, their demands were
finally met.

“It’s always tough when you file
charges against your police officers,
but you have to do the job,” Police
Supt. LeRoy Martin said. “I do
things when I feel they’re right and
complete. I don’t let people pres-
sure me into doing things.”

Burge, a decorated Vietnam War
veteran, retains the loyalty of many
officers at the Brighton Park Area,
-headquartered in a rundown brick
building at 3900 S. California Ave,

Officers questioned the timing of

‘the charges, saying they felt Burge
was the victim of political pressure
and an investigative process gone
awry.
Court records and interviews
with police officials show the inves-
tigation has.indeed been marked by
twists, sudden reversals and incon-
clusive findings.

An early 1980s probe into the
charges by the office of profession-
al standards, the Police Depart-

ment’s disciplinary arm, exonerated -

Burge and his officers.

Wilson was convicted in 1983 of
killing Officers Richard O’Brien
and William Fahey, but then was
granted a second trial after the Illi-
nois Supreme Court ruled in 1987
that his confession had been co-
erced. At that second trial, in 1988,
he was convicted again.

A 1989 a federal civil rights
lawsuit filed on his behalf ended
with a judge declaring a mistrial
because the jury could not reach a
consensus about the charges.

A second trial held that year
cleared Burge, but still left
questions: In answering an unusual
three-part question posed to them
as part of the case, jurors . found
the police had an unstated policy
of allowing officers to torture pris-
oners when other officers were
killed, but concluded that Wilson
was not tortured as a result of that
policy and that Burge did not tor-
ture anyone.

Another investigation was opened
by the police standards office.

Sources close to that investiga-
tion said that recent months have
been marked by an intense flurry
of correspondence in which Supt.
Martin asked standards office Ad-
ministrator Gayle Shines for addi-
tional information before com-
pleting her investigation, and
attorneys for Burge and the officers
isent over documents explaining
itheir side of the story.

Shines could not be reached for

comment Tuesday. ,

“The case has been bouncing .
around,” Martin said. “There were
things that needed clearing up.”

He added, “No one was stalling
on this. It’s a complex case.”

Several citizens groups clashed
publicly with Martin over the
years, pressuring him to dismiss
Burge, but for the most part their
fight was a lonely one that gar-
nered little public sympathy or
media attention. :

Spearheading the drive to oust
Burge were attorneys G. Flint Tay-
lor Jr., Jeffrey Haas and John
Stainthorp, who call their bare-
bones quarters the Peoples*Law
Office.

Scoffed at by police brass as
being remnants of the radical ;
1960s, they first made their mark
when they successfully fought the
wrongful-death suit against law en-
forcement authorities following the
Dec. 4, 1969, slaying of Black Pan-
ther leader Fred Hampton, ‘

Their representation of Wilson, ;
which involved demonstrations
outside the courthouse and
attempts to introduce anonymous
letters into the trial record, wasd
seen as highly unorthodox.

U.S. District Judge Brian Barnett -
Duff held them in contempt of
court several times, and they in
turn called for Duff to step aside,
saying in court that he tried to
sweep evidence under the rug.

The evidence, all agree, is horri-|
ble. Medical reports showed Wilson
had been beaten, but attorneys ar--
gued about who was responsible.

Wilson testified that Burge led
the attacks. As Wilson was held in,
a Pullman Area interirogation
room, he said, Burge cuffed his an-
Kkles and said, “Fun time.”

Wilson said, “I knew that I was
going to get messed over.” ,

Attofneys for Burge, led by for-
mer Assistant State’s Atty. William .
Kunkle Jr. concurred that Wilsoni
had been abused, but presented evi-
dence at the trials that some of
Wilson’s injuries might have been
caused by two squadrol officers not -
under Burge’s command, while
other injuries were self-inflicted. -

“Yes, there was probably some.
aggressive zeal on the part of some!
police officers,” Kunkle .said..
“After all, two police officers hadi
been killed in the line of duty.”

Burge, Yucaitis and O’Hara
could not be contacted Tuesday.

An initial Police Board hearing|
has been set for Nov. 23. ‘

“It’s sad for Burge,” said Mary
Powers, coordinator of Citizens
Alert, a police_watchdog group.,
“For a career officer to have it end
this way is too bad, but we can’t,
say anything other than he brought
it on himself.” - K

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1081
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By Dawd Jackson
and Robert Blau

Formal charges were filed Tues-

day with the Chicago Police Board
seeking the firing of a top police
commander and two detectives
who allegedly took part in the tor-
ture of a prisoner nine years ago.
" If the charges are sustained,
Brighton Park Area Cmdr. Jon G
Burge will be the highest-ranking
Chicago police official dismissed
in nearly 20 years.

The' allegations center on what
happened 1n a stark interrogation
room in the Pullman Area police
headquarters, where, on Feb. 14,

1982, an illiterate career criminal
named Andrew Wilson was ques-
tioned about the murders of two
police officers.

-The 30 counts filed Tuesday
with the Police Board accuse
Burge and Detective John A, Yu-™
caitis of physically abusing Wilson

and ] Detectlve Patrick J. O’Hara of

failing to take action to 'stop them.

But the terse, bureaucratic
language of the ﬁlmgs belied Wil-
son’s brutal description of the

"event, in which Burge and others

allegedly meted out punishment by
shocking him with a “black box”
electrical device that was clipped
to his ears, handcuffing him to a

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1082 A

Brutality

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Chicago

newspaper, city-and state.) Page 1
Chicago Tribune
Illinois
pate: NOvember 13,1991
EdtonNOXrth Sports Final

Tite: 3 Cops Chearged With

Indexing:

3 cops.charged with brutality

Martin seek__s ﬁnng of police coimander, detectives

hot radiator and suifocatmg him
" with a plastic garbage bag held
around his neck.

The officers deny the charges,
~which have gone unproven in two -
federal court casés and a previous

police investigation.

-The accusations have led Am-
nesty International, the worldwide
civil rights orgamzatlon better
known for probing state-sponsored
torture in Southeast Asia and Tur-
key, to call for an independent in-
vestigation.

. They also sparked a bitter nine-
year tug of war between police
brass and a handful of fervent at-

See Charges, pg. 18
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by Scott Burnham

Police officers, regardless of-
their ranks, “can no longer hide
behind their badges” when théy-
are accused of police brutality. X

That is the opinion of several ac-
tivists who expressed satisfaction
Wednesday after formal charges
were filed with the Chicago Police 1
Board seeking the firing of a top
police commander and two_detec- -
tives who allegedly took part in the
torture of a prisoner nine years °
ago. ‘ PR
“I hope the filing of the forma]
charges will bring about a héw .
understanding of the seriousness
and consequences of police brutal- *
ity,” said Mary Powers, coor-
dinator of Citizens Alert, a police ’
watchdog group. L

@ #ir-(6- 78239
) - yef (G 7511

“I certainly hope it sends a
message to other officers. I hope
justice will prevail even though {t's
been said justice delayed is justice
denied,” Powers added.

Feb. 14, 1982, shortly after the

shooting deaths of two Chicago

police officers.

Since that time, Burge, who was
then a lieutenant at the Area 2(
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The charges filed against
Brighton Park detective Com-
mander Jon Burge and two detec-
tives stem from allegations-they
tortured suspect Andrew Wilson on

police headquarters, has been
promoted to commander of the
Brighton Park detective unit.

If the charges clear, Syd Finley,!
executive secretary of the South
Side NAACP, said Wednesday, the
steps to end police brutality are

(coritinued on page 30)
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3 cops face brutality charges

_{continued from page 1)

“headed in the right direction.”

“By no means will it be the final
stroke to wipe out abuse against
minorities,” Finley added.

“Cover-ups will still occur but it
shows top-ranking officers will be
held accountable for the malprac-
tice of their officers.

“Hopefully, what affects the
‘(higher echelon) of a hierarchy
will filter down through the ranks

and have the same effect at the
. cert, (did allegedly) strike-and/or
Kkick or otherwi_se physically abqse

bottom.”
Accordmg to a Pohce " Board

spokesperson this is the first time,
in recent history, that administra-
tional charges against an officer
above the rank of sergeant have

. beenfiled.

In the 30 counts filed Tuesday,
Burge faces .13 charges, while
detectives John Yucaitis and
Patrick O'Hara were cited for vio-
lating department rules 10 and 7,
respectively.

The charges state Burge and
Yucaitis “either alone or in con-

or malireat Andrew Wilson.” .
Among the most horrifying tac-
tics to which Wilson claimed he
was subjected, was a technique
that involved electrodes being
allegedly attached to his earlobes
from a “black box” containing a
hand-operated generator. ‘,
Wilson was convicted in 1983 of *
killing Officers Richard O‘Brien,
and William Fahey, and again in
1988 after his first conviction was

.overturned after the Illinois
Supreme Court ruled his confes-

sionhad been coerced.
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‘Can’t hide behind badges’ anymore.

by Scott Burnham

Police officers, regardless of

their ranks, “can no longer hide

behind their badges” when they "

\areaccused of police brutality.

i That is the opinion of several ac-
tivists who expressed satisfaction
‘Wednesday after formal charges

were filed with the Chicago Police

Board seeking the firing of a top
police commander and two detec-
tives who allegedly took part in the

torture of a prisoner nine years .

ago.

“I hope the filing of the formal
charges will bring about a new
understanding of the seriousness
and consequences of police brutal-
ity,” said Mary Powers, coor-
dinator of Citizens Alert, a police
. watchdog group.

“I certainly hope it sends a
message to other officers. I hope
, justice will prevail even though i't’s
been said justice delayed is justice
denied,” Powers added.

Feb. 14, 1982, shortly after the
shooting deaths of two Chicago
police officers.

Since that time, Burge, who was
then a lieutenant at the Area 2

Date:
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The charges filed against,
Brighton Park detective Com-
mander Jon Burge and two detec-
tives stem from allegations- they;
tortured suspect Andrew Wilson on

police headquarters, has been.
promoted to commander of the
Brighton Park detective unit, ;

If the charges clear, Syd Finley,
executive secretary of the South
Side NAACP, said Wednesday, thej
steps to end police brutality are

(continued on page 30)
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By Phillip J. O'Connor
Staff Writer

The Chicago Police Board has
set'a Nov. 25 hearing seeking the
firing of Cmdr. Jon Burge and two
detectives on charges a suspect in
the killing of two policemen was
beaten and tortured in 1982.

Michael Berland, a former assis-
tant U.S. attorney, will be the
hearing officer, said Mark Iris, the!
board’s executive director. Tran-
scripts will be given to the nine
unpaid Police Board members,
who will decide the case.

Berland will be paid $75 an
hour and in effect will act as a
judge, with board members serv-
ing as the jury, Iris said. Hearings
are open to the public and will be
in the board’s office at Police
Headquarters. . o

@L Yy a-CL-FBr2e
/- wyn GG-I54 £

John Dineen, president of the
Fraternal Order of Police, said the
union will pay legal costs fors.
Burge and Detectives John Yucai- .
tis and Patrick O’'Hara as they
seek to keep their jobs.

The 30 counts filed with the
board: late Tuesday accused Burge
and Yucaitis of using excessive
force at the South Side Area 2
headquarters_in _questioning An-
drew Wilson. O’Hara was accused
of failing to try to stop them. _

Wilson and his brother Jackie
Wilson were tried and convicted

.twice of the 1982 murders of Chi-

cago police officers William Fahey
and Richard O’Brien.

Andrew Wilson later filed a $10
million federal lawsuit, contending
that he was beaten, nearly suffo-
cated with a plastic bag, shocked
with an electrical device and
handcuffed to a radiator.

In 1989, two separate federal
juries refused to award Wilson any
damages. Burge and his detectives
also were cleared by a police in-
vestigation in the early 1980s.

The three detectives have re-
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White cops win arbitration
on promotions; Page 16.

peatedly denied the’ charges
Burge was serving-as ¢ommander
of Southwest Side Area 3 detec-
tive headquarters when Police
Supt. LeRoy Martin -suspended
the three detectives last Friday.
‘Dineen said it was unfair for the
Office of Professional Starndards
to file charges 9% years later
while the agency was “into .its
third director. Francis Nolan [a
former director] couldn’t .find
anything wrong. Davxd Fogel [who
succeeded Nolan] "couldn’t find
anything wrong. . - o~
“Suddenly, Gayle Shines [pres-
ent OPS director] finds somiething
wrong. Was there somethmg
srong, or was the political atmo-
sphere such that they had to find
something wrong?” Shinés was
appointed by Mayor Daley.

Attorney William J. Kunkle Jr

who represented the three accused
detectives before OPS in the past
and in the federal trials, said:

“I think it is atrocious that OPS
would reinstate these charges
after 92 years, when Andrew Wil-
soh has never made himself avail-
able to any prosecutorial agency
or the OPS to be mtervxewed with
respect to these charges.”

Attorney Jeffrey Haas, one of
three attorneys who represented
Wilson in the federal trials, said
Kunkle’s statement on Wilson’s
lack of availability for interviews
was “only partially true.”

Haas said Wilson had “a death
penalty case " hanging over his
head” at the time, and so :his
attorneys were not anxious to
have him make statements.

Shines, discussing the filing of
charges, 'said, “We conducted the
investigation. . The ~investigation
speaks for itself.”. She dechned
further comment. .

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1089
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Police Board

sets Nov. 25
dismissal

hearing for 3

By Phillip J. O'Connor
Staff Writer

The Chicago Police Board has
set a Nov. 25 hearing seeking the
firing of Cmdr, Jon Burge and two
'detectives on charges a suspect in
ithe killing of two policemen was
|beaten and tortured in 1982.

Michael Berland, a former assis-
tant U.S. attorney, will be the
| hearing officer, said Mark Iris, the:
board’s executive director. Tran-
scripts will be given to the nine
unpaid Police Board members,
who will decide the case.

Berland will be paid $75 an
hour and in effect will act as a
judge, with board members serv-
ing as the jury, Iris said. Hearings
are open to the public and will be
in the board’s office at Police

Headquarters.

John Dineen, president of the
Fraternal Order of Police, said the
union will pay legal costs for
Burge and Detectives John Yucai-
tis and Patrick O’Hara as they
seek to keep their jobs.

The 30 counts filed with the
board late Tuesday accused Burge
and Yucaitis of using excessive
force at the South Side Area 2
headquarters_ in questioning An-

‘drew Wilson. O’Hara was accused

of failing to try to stop them.
Wilson and his brother Jackie
Wilson were tried and convicted

.twice of the 1982 murders of Chi-

cago police officers William Fahey
and Richard O’Brien.

Andrew Wilson later filed a $10
million federal lawsuit, contending
that he was beaten, nearly suffo-
cated with a plastic bag, shocked
with an electrical device and
handcuffed to a radiator. ,

In 1989, two separate federal
juries refused to award Wilson any
damages. Burge and his detectives:
also were cleared by a police in-

.vestigation in the early 1980s.

The three detectives have re-
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By Charles Nicodemus
- Staff Writer

A" demand for a‘special prosecutor;
t6 present the case against Police
Cmdr. Jon Burge will be submitted
swhen a Police Board hearing on “ex-
cessive force” charges against Burge
opens Nov. 25.

Flint Taylor, one of the attorneys
for convicted cop-killer Andrew Wil-
son, said the city lawyers who normal-
ly would present thé evidence ‘against
Burge “have a clear conflict of interest
in this case” and should be replaced.

Tayor said Wilson’s legal defense
team will ask the Police Board:

“How can city attorneys ‘prosecute’
Burge in this upcoming Police Board
hearing, involving departmental
charges that Burge tortured Andrew
Wilson, while at the same time de-
fending Burge and the city in both the
appeal of Wilson’s civil damage suit
against Burge and the, city, and in a
$16 million brutality suit by another
plaintiff, Gregory Banks, against
Burge and the city?”

Special prosecutor urged
in police torture hearing

Andrea Swearingen, spokeswoman
for Corporation Counsel Kelly Welsh,
said the city would have no immediate
comment on, the conflict-of-interest
charges. - N £ e R

Albert Maule, Police Board chair-
man, said there has never been such a
“special prosecutor” used before to
pursue charges by the Police Depart-
ment’s Office of Professional Stan-
dards that an officer was guilty of
brutality.

But Maule said that in another OPS
case about to be tried, the Police
Board, in a previously unpublicized
decision, tentatively has decided to
replace city attorneys as the “prosecu-
tors” because of a similar alleged con-
flict of interest. .

The demand for a special prosecutor
in the Burge case is the latest bizarre
twist in one of the Police Depart-
ment’s most celebrated, most protract-
ed police brutality controversies.

The main queéstion before the Police
Board will be: Who caused Andrew
Wilson’s injuries after his arrest in the
murder of two police officers in Febru-
ary, 1982? Because that arrest came
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Police Cmdr. Jon Burge is the tar-

-get of one of the city’s most pro-
tracted police brutality cases.

nearly a decade ago, opposing sides in
the dispute raise two different forms
of the same question:

o Burge’s critics ask: Why has it taken

nearly 10 years to bring this matter to-

a hearing?

o Burge’s attorney, William Kunkle
Jr., and Burge’s many supporters on
the force ask: Why have they dredged
up this case nearly a decade after it
happened, when an earlier OPS inqui-

. 1y and two civil trials failed to find

evidence that Burge and the two de-
tectives charged with him were guilty
of wrongdoing?

There are answers,to both ques-
tions.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie, were
convicted in 1983 of the murders of
Gang Crimes officers William Fahey
and Richard O’Brien. They had
stopped the brothers for a traffic vio-
lation while the Wilsons were carrying
booty from a burglary.

Although both Wilsons confessed,
they later recanted. Andrew said
Burge, then commander of the Area 2
Violent Crimes detective unit, and
others tortured him with electric

shocks, suffocation and beatings, ;toF
extract his confession.

@ OPS officials say it took so long (to

sustain a complaint dgainst Buige be; -
cause Andrew Wilson wouldn’t agree
to talk to OPS investigators. So the
first OPS mvestxgatlon, “begun i in 1983

petered out. in. 1986. .. ;.

The evidence needed to press brutal-
ity charges against Burge and Detec-
tives John Yucaitis and Patrick O'Hdra
did not surface until the two trials,of
Wilson’s unsuccessful civil damage
suit against Burge and the city in U.S.
Listrict Court, OPS officials say. Wil-
son testified at both trials.

e An OPS investigation of Burge and
the two other officers was reopened:in
1989, after the second Wilson civil
trial ended, because leaders of the

- civié¢ group Operation Alért went ;to

David Fogel, then head of OPS,-and
demanded OPS review the new evi-
dence revealed at the trial.

Wilson’s first damage suit ended i m,A
a hung jury. In the second -trial, thel
jury decided Wilson had indeed been'
brutalized by police, and there ap-
peared to be a city policy that permit-
ted mistreatment of suspects in pohce
murder cases.

But the jury-also ruled there was. no
proof Burge and Yucaitis were "in-
volved in the torture or that O’Hara
knew of but ignored any mxstreat-
ment.

Wilson’s attorney, Taylor, told the
Chijcago Sun-Times that neither OPS
nor city attorneys have sought to in-
terview Wilson in preparing their case,

Swearingen sald the corporation

counsel’s office “will hot dxscuss tnal
tactics” such as:
e Whether they will- attempt to sum-
mon Wilson, who is being held 'in
Pontiac penitentiary, as a witness.. |
@ Whether they will attempt to .pres:.
ent evidence of -a pattern’ of prisonéz
mistreatment by Burge, as Operation
Alert, Wilson’s attorneys and. otheg
Burge critics contend.

Taylor said the city’s reluctance to
discuss that alleged pattern “is JUS‘Q
another example of its conflict of i ind
terest, since the existence of such g
pattern is charged in the civil lawsuifg
against Burge and the city.”
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It is a case that has gone unre-

~ solved through a decade of investi- -

gations and courtroom battles, tar-
nished the reputations of three

.highly decorated police officers,

and raised a painful question:

Did Chicago police torture a

prisoner in 1982? .
" On Monday, a hearing will begin
in the flag-draped O.W. Wilson
Auditorium at Chicago Police De-
partment headquarters to deter-
mine if Brighton Park Area Detec-
tive Cmdr. Jon Burge and
Detective John Yucaitis physically
abused Andrew Wilson after ar-
resting him in 1982, while Detec-
tive Patrick O‘Hara stood by and
did nothing to stop them.

Though the charges remained
unproved after a federal trial that
stemmed from a lawsuit, an inter-
nal police investigation concluded
last month that the three officers
had taken part in the abuse of
Wilson, who had been arrested in
the murder of two Chicago police
officers.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were later convicted of the
murders and are serving life sen-
tences without parole.

The three officers were suspend-

‘ed without pay Nov. 12, and if the
allegations are proved in the
hearing, which could last up to a

- year, they will be fired, Supt.

LeRoy Martin has said. The offi-
cers, who have never faced crimi-
nal charges, hope the allegations
that have clouded their otherwise
stellar careers may finally be put
to rest.- - , . K
Burge, a lifelong South Side resi-
dent, is a Vietnam War hero who
has garnered 13 departmental
commendations during his 21-year
police career and supervised 108
detectives until he was suspended.
Yucaitis and O’Hara, both veter-
ans .of more than 20 years, repeat-
edly have won commendations for
bravery and investigative skill, and
have not faced disciplinary action

' for brutality in any other case.

Since turning in their guns and
badges, the officers said they have
tried to keep busy with home re-
pairs, TV football games and half-
hearted attempts to find tempo-
rary jobs. They said they have

- ' Police hope for answers
at last in tor

_ By David Jackson

been buoyed by scores of telephone
calls and letters from friends and rel-
atives, .

“When it is all over and we have
been vindicated, then Ill be happy,”
Burge said in a telephone interview.

The officers declined to discuss the
speciﬁc{si of the case, Feb )

For five days in February 1982,
the case captivated Chicago.

Andrew Wilson, then 29, a career
criminal with a 7th-grade education
and a rose tattooed on the palm of
his right hand, was driving with
Jackie Wilson near 81st and Morgan
Streets on Feb. 9, 1982, when he
was pulled over by two officers, Wil-
liam Fahey and Richard O’Brien.

Fahey and O’Brien were on their
way from the funeral of an officer
who had been gunned down four
days earlier.

According to the statement An-
drew Wilson made to police—a
statement that was later disqualified
because it was determined to have
been coerced—Wilson grabbed
Fahey’s gun during the traffic stop
and shot him once in the head, be-
fore wheeling around and shooting
O’Brien.

“He’s up and about!” Jackie Wil-
son reportedly shouted, and Andrew
Wilson, according to his statement,
pumped four more bullets into
O’Brien’s fallen body, then fled.

The manhunt for the Wilson
brothers was described at the time as
the most extensive in Chicago his-

tory.

For five days and nights, with only
a catnap or two in his office, then-
Lt Burge coordinated the hundreds
of officers on the dragnet. _ __ _

But the hunt for Andrew Wilson
also became a bitter footnote in the
history of black Chicago.

In their effort to question anyone

“who might have a clue about the

slayings, “police smashed down
doors and pointed guns at the heads
of children,” said Renault Robinson,
then-head of the Afro-American Po-
lice League,

News reports said nearly 200 bru-
tality complainfs were filed with Op-
eration PUSH and other civic or-
ganizations, )

In the end, aggressive police work
and sheer luck combined with a
stream of solid tips from black Chi-
cagoans who were outraged by the
murders of two cops, and police
raided the West Side apartment
where Andrew Wilson was hiding,
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Burge described the arrest in depo-
sitions stemming from the arrest.

Police first attempted to lure the
people hiding Wilson by calling the
apartment, posing as hospital em-
ployees who had urgent news about
a fgmily member. Then, as police
officers descended in unmarked cars,
Burge tried unsuccessfully to pick
the padlock on a burglar gate over
the apartment door.

Finally, police rapped on the door
and thrust their guns through the
gate’s metal slats. A woman opened
the door and police saw Wilson sit-
ting calmly on a living room couch.
Xinthin w:gglgld:é two ofﬁc‘:"(:,;sn had

im sp against a wall.

Burge asked Wilson if he had a

, and the suspect removed one
i‘;ﬁd lfrom S?aitl wgllbto h;i>omt :3 a
gym bag, ed by his gesture,
Burge testified, the cops threw him
face down on the floor. S

“I dove in the middle of his
back—placed one of my knees in
the back of his neck and the other

one on the small of his back,” Burge

"said in a 1988 deposition. “He

wasn’t too happy with me kneeling

_on the back of his neck and back, so

he was screaming underneath me.”
What happened next has been the
subject of two criminal trials, an Illi-
nois Supreme Court decision, two
federal brutality suits, and two inves-
tigations by the Office of Profession-
al Standards, a police disciplinary

agency. | spaRCHED_
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In hospital reports, doctors who
-saw Wilson the night of his arrest
and the day after detailed more than
15 separate wounds to his head,
torso and right leg.

During his 17 hours in police cus-
tody, Wilson testified, he was
shocked with an electrical device on
Ellisthheaq lang genitbals, sgffocated

a plastic garbage bag, and
handcuffed to a swldmgg radia%or.

But the three suspended officers
testified they treated him with kid
gloves. In trials, their attorneys intro-
duced evidence indicating that some
of Wilson’s wounds were self-in-
flicted, and others occurred when he
was in the care of two squadrol offi-
cers who drove him to the lockup.

Neither of the two squadrol offi-
cers ever testified in open court. Of-
ficer William Mulvaney committed
suicide in 1983. The other, officer
Mario Ferro, retired and moved to
Florida. In an interview last week,
Ferro, 62, said he had not been
called to testify at the Police Board
hearing that begins Monday.

Ferro added that he did not abuse
Wilson or see him abused.

“I hated his guts like any police-
man would and any citizen would,”
Ferro said of Wilson. “But 1 didn’t
lay a hand on him. 'm not a fool.”

Wilson’s attorneys have presented
evidence that they say shows he was
shocked by an electrical device at-
tached to his ears with alligator clips.

Clipping in Space Below)

Visible on enlargements of photo-
graphs of Wilson’s ears are what at-
torneys say are tiny prick marks or
blisters. -

- “The marks are absolutely charac-
teristic of electrical torture,” said
Deputy Chief Medical Examiner
Robert Kirschner, who testified
against the officers at two 1989 trials
stemming from Wilson’s brutality
lawsuit.

“] really didn’t believe the allega-
tions of electrical torture when I first
heard them,” he added. “It was only
after I looked at the medical evi-
dence that I said, this really did hap-
pen in Chicago.”

Attomneys for the officers have ar-
gued in court that the marks were
caused by Wilson himself when he
found a “roach clip”—a hand-held
clasp used for smoking marjuana
.Cigarettes—on the prison floor, and
fixed it to his ear in an attempt to
simulate the marks of torture.

The first federal trial in 1989
ended with a hung jury. In a second,
the jury found that Burge did not
participate in the mistreatment of
Wilson or allow his officers to.

However, Kirschner says he was
persuaded the torture did take place
not only by the medical evidence
but also by Wilson’s vivid descrp-
tion of what it felt like to be subjec-
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ted to electroshock: “It is the kind of .

thing he could have made up only if
he had gone through it himself,”
Kirschner says, “or read a stack of
Amnesty International literature.”

But in the end, Wilson’s credibility
may be difficult to establish.

A 1978 diagnosis of Wilson done
at Joliet penitentiary described him
as “aggressive, hostile ... negativis-
tic, uncooperative and anti-social.”

The report added:

“He is considered to be a patholo-
gical liar.” .
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By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

Six weeks after Police Cmdr. Jon Burge
and the city were sued for $16 million in a
brutality case, city attorneys still refuse to
say if they’ll follow normal practice and
defend Burge against the charges.

The city, which paid $750,000 to defend
Burge against an earlier brutality suit, faces
this new legal and financial problem: Is it
proper for the corporation counsel’s office
to defend Burge in the $16 million federal
court damages suit at the same time it is
seeking to fire Burge because of brutality
charges brought in a different case by the
Police Department’s Office of Professional
Standards?

Among the witnesseS who may be used
against Burge in the Police Department
case are several that figure in the $16
million suit brought by South Sider Greg-
ory Banks. His murder conviction was
tossed out after the Illinois Supreme Court
ruled his confession was coerced. Banks
says detectives under Burge beat and tor-
tured him to confess.

Banks’ lawyer, Flint Taylor, said: “We’ve
been trying for weeks to find out who's
going to be defending Burge in this case—
whether it will be the city or someone else.
But we haven't been able to get an answer.”

Normally, the corporation counsel’s office
either handles or pays for the defense of
any police officer sued on brutality charges.

But a spokeswoman for Corporation
Counsel Kelly Welsh said Wednesday: “1
am not going to guess as to the communica-
tion that may or may not have taken place
between the [city] attorney handling this
{Banks] case and Burge regarding the deci-

TO DEFEND COP IN SUIT

sion on representation.” .

On Tuesday, Taylor amended his com-|{Character:
plaint in the Banks case to make Police|
Supt. %eRoydManin personaléy liable for a!gpassification:
part of any damages assessed. P _

The revised con%plaint accuses Martin— Submitting Office: - CHICAGO
who formerly was Burge’s commanding offi-
cer—of personally conspiring to cover up||ngexing:
Burge's alleged misdeeds. No details of the
alleged conspiracy were provided.

But the complaint contends Martin inter-
vened on behalf of Burge’s request that the
city pay for outside counsel to defend him
in 1989 against a brutality suit brought by
convicted cop killer Andrew Wilson. The
city has now paid the outside counsel,
William Kunkle Jr., $750,000, the suit says.

Kunkle told the Chicago Sun-Times he
“had thought the total in the Wilson trials
was closer to $600,000, but it might be
higher.” ’

City sources revealed that Kunkle’s bills
totaled $686,000 by the end of the second
Wilson trial. Kunkle has since handled
Burge’s defense in Wilson’s pending appeal,
and represented Burge in attempting to
stave off the Office of Professional Stan-
dards dismissal action, which is also based
on Wilson’s allegations.

In the proceedings before the Police
Board, Kunkle’s fees to defend Burge and
two of his detectives will be paid by the
Fraternal Order of Police.

Banks, who was convicted of murder in
1983, filed his $16 million damage suit
against Burge and the city Oct. 10.

Banks’ conviction was overturned in 1989
after the Illinois Supreme Court upheld
Banks’ contention that injuries he suffered
after his arrest proved his confession had
been coerced. :
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B cops must.
;facf‘hhcarmg

R

i A federal Judge Thursday dxs-
mlssed ‘suspénded " police Cmdr. .
Jom: “Burge X g,*to block.a- Police

Boaxd iearing on' charges that he
fand-fwo of hxs detéctives tortured:

convicted €op ‘killer J"ackle Wilson:

to.force. his. conféssion. .

U.S: District Judge Mllton Sha-
dur: rejected & fequest by Burge
and Detectives;John Yucaitis and
Patrick O’Hara to bar the Jan 28
hearing:, 7 1 5V

Shadur sald “It would be
serxous "distortion” of the. legal
process to forbid a Police Board
hearing on the controversxal case
because of any of the legal technis
‘calitied vaised by the offiCers law-
yery Willigin Kunkle Jr/.3 - -

Kunkfe Kad- contended ‘that
Wllson s tWo; unsuccessful ‘federal
eivil: damage sults "against - the
threé policemen, already had dem-
Onstrated there was no proof they
had any connegction with the injus-
1és’leson suffered after his arrest.
in February, 1982 ini the ‘murdef
of tWwo gang crimes unit officers.
- But’ Shadur.” said: there- was
“highly: materlal evidénce™ that
had been” excluded from ‘the earli
P Y- PO EGu e

“The public ~s entitled to a
determmatxon of ‘whethér; on the
baSIS of “all the evidence, xtheser
‘meti aré’ entltledt to- Temain in &
po x,tlon of trust,” he said.’

:The Police Department’s Off' ice
of Svofessiona) Standards has'rec-
‘'ommended. that the officérs,” who
were! suspended wnthout pay m

November, be fired.

Dale January 17,1992
Ed,t,dl;','.lve Star Sports F:Lnal

Tle:3 Cops Must Face Hearing
On Charges Of Torture
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v ¢ ATUST District "Court judgé "
Thutsday refused to ,order the Chi-x
~cag0_Police ;Departmen it

tate ~thrée officers : :SUSP ended
"ot pay last i
of brutahty

olated m the suspensmns ‘of
Brxghton ‘Park ;Cmdr.-Jon_Buige
and Detectlves Pgtnck O’Hara and

<The~officers ‘weré - suspended i
- November on charges that they
- abused or failed .o .protect Andrew
“+Wilson from abuse after his arrest

in 1982 on “charges of k:lllmg two
Chicago police officers. ™~ . -
.Also Thursday, Burge ﬁled an
amended lawsuit to- avoid .a Janu-
police board hearing, saymg
that a 1989 federal jury found that
he 'was Jnot mvolved ~m WJlsons

were violated :because,, aﬁpohce
board heanng was Dot 'heI w1£hm‘
--30 dags'of the’ suspegmons WAL
”‘A hearing
" .lawsult Avilk be Jleld‘
+ courtroom Tuesday —

alléged forturing:’s-: S

'i LR

R T

(2) yid (67823 ~Sun- B
/- A6 TS

) The “officers Original 1av Tawsiit’
'allegedﬂ.ghat their du¢ process rxghts‘

on, the afnelcllded .

J_ement

DCh:l.cago, Illinois
Edltlcl,ir)‘ecember 27,1991

TileSuspended Cops Lose Cour
Bid For Reinstatement
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HeCts ¢ Héilleng 'bs‘fws acC
By Harlan “Draeget. 7;1
% e e Staif Wmer i‘i_-;

Chlcago pohce Cmdr. Jon~ G
Burge and two of hlS -detectives
failed Thursday to get back on the
cxty payroll .while Tchaxges a e
‘pending against 'them 36 e
+.0.8. District, Court Ju&ge ’MI
‘ton, T, Shadur Juled that theu-
‘suspensions” wn‘,hout pay “did not
violate the, mnen’s -constxtutlona]
nghts or_state law, i Ty

" Buige © id Defechves ’Patn
O’Hara “gnd 'Johil, “Yucaitis were
suspendecf Nov.* 12 by Police Supt
‘LéRoy . Mattin, 'who filed charggs

ot
()

Ve

December 27,1991
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'Feb. 14, 1982.

. Syd Finley, executive secretary
jof the South Side NAACP, earlier
isaid of the case: “Cover-ups will
'still occur but it shows high-rank-
ing officers will be held account-
'able for their actions.”

' Police officials deferred com-
ment to federal court officials.

Court officials, in turn, said,
“Basically, in layman’s terms, the
officers are claiming the city vio-
lated their right to a speedy trial
and that the city was inconsistent
inits approach to the charges.

Burge and Yucaitis are accused
of torturing Wilson with a variety
of instruments, including a device

called a “black box” — a hand
held electric generator with elec-
trodes that were attached to
Wilson’s body parts. O’Hara is
charged with not taking action to
halt the alleged abuse. All three
officers deny the charges. Accor-
ding to Police Board sources, the

charges are the first filed against

Officers refused pay

(continued from page 1)

Illinois Supreme Court ruled
Wilson’s confession had been
coerced, he was again convicted of
the crime in 1988.

Shadur said the delay in
scheduling a hearing was not ex-
‘cessive and was within state law.
He added the delay had not caused
the officers irreparable harm.

Attorneys for the officers said
they intend to reappear before

Shadur on Tuesday, Dec. 31. At;
that time, court sources say the;
attorneys will claim the city’s cur-!
rent position that the officers are!

responsible for their actions is!

contrary to the previous stance on'
Wilson’s charges.

In response to Wilson’s lawsuit;'

against the officers, the city
claimed the officers were not
responsible for their individual ac-
tions. . . —

ofﬁcers above the rank of s sergean‘ﬁ
' inrecent history.

Of the 30 charges filed Tu%dayﬂ
Nov. 12, Burge faces 13 charges.,
Yucaitis and O’Hara were accused!
of wiolating department rules 10l
and 17, respectively.

Wﬂson was convicted of the Feb '
14, 1983, murder of two police of
flcers, Richard O’ Brien and]
William Fahey. Althougii the orig-|
inal case was overturned after the|
~ (continued on page 42),

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1115




G #r (e 18224 S5 2

A (C-FL7
[ z/dﬂ—Cﬁ~7825‘!-£nh6_

252?1?.’53%;:/ 15’
JAN 2 3 199

FBI — CHICAGO

J AN

. 19-cv-4048(FBI}-1116




®:p.3507 (Rev. 5-8-81)

-

-

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

A

KN

”
‘1
.

*1

[

0-year-old Chicago

police brutality case

dividing the ranks

:By David Jackson

Some Chicago police officers
cwere outraged when Supt. LeRoy
“Martin decided in November to
Lfirc a top commander over allega-
»tions of brutality.

~ Others thought it was outra-
ageous that Martin took so long.

"™+ As the date for Cmdr. Jon Bur-
ge’s dismissal hearing approaches
this month, reviving a decade-old
¢ase, Chicago police officers are
divided along ideological and ra-

cial lines. The case has become an
émotional watershed, pitting offi-
cer against officer.

_ “The polarization has been
" mostly between blacks ahd whites,
like in the city,” said Patrol Offi-
. cer Patricia Hill, head of the Afri-
can American Police League.
“Some officers stand behind
Burge, and feel that because he’s a
police officer he’s automatically
innocent. And a lot of others feel
exactly the opposite.”

Burge and two detectives, all of

whom are white, are charged with
torturing Andrew Wilson, a black
man who was convicted of gun-
ning down two Chicago officers in
1982. The allegations against
Burge had gone unproven through
two federal civil rights trials and
an internal police probe. But a
more recent police investigation
concluded that the officers tor-
tured Wilson during interrogation
at a South Side police station.

In the last three weeks, off-duty
officers have gathered nearly

10,000 signatures on petitions cali-
ing for the reinstatement of Burge
and the two detectives. The peti-
tion drive is led by Michael Fahey,
33, the brother of William Fahey,
one of the officers slain by Wilson.
“People are shocked that anyone
would take the word of a murderer
over these three veteran officers,”
said Detective Daniel McWeeny,
who helped circulate the petition.
But the African American Police
League and Black Officers United
for Justice and Equality joined

forces against Burge in federal
court Thursday, when Burge sued
unsuccessfully to block the Police
Board hearings.

“The charges against these offi-
cers involve the most reprehensible
behavior imaginable,” said Officer
Jerry Crawley, a 24-year depart-
ment veteran who heads Black Of-
ficers United, a black police
group. “As a police officer and Af-
rican-American male, I felt I had
to speak out.”
~Wilson has alleged in court

pleadings that Burge, former
Brighton Park commander, and
Detective John Yucaitis shocked
him with a “black box” electrical
device, suffocated him with a gar-
bage bag and handcuffed him to a
scalding radiator. All the while,
Wilson charged, Detective Patrick
O’Hara stood by, -

The three officers deny the
charges. Preliminary motions in
their dismissal case are scheduled
to be heard by the Police Board
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on Jan, 28, but could spill over
into next month, attorneys for
both sides say.

“This is an issue that has rallied
people to action,” said Roslyn
Lieb of the Chicago Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights, a
group that joined a coalition of 23
organizations, including the Jewish
Council on Urban Affairs, the
American Friends Service Com-
mittee and Wellington Avenue
‘United Church of Christ, in
Thursday’s court pleadings against
Burge.

On Feb. 14, 1982, William
Fahey, a veteran gang crimes offi-
cer, and his partner were gunned
down on a South Side street. Wil-
son and his brother, Jackie, were
convicted in the killings and are
serving life terms in prison.

. Last month, while watching a
television news bulletin about the
case, Fahey’s brother Michael de-
cided to take action. He wrote the
petition and sent it to police offi-
cers with a letter.

- “Help prevent this injustice from
occurring,” the letter said. “Pres-
ent this petition to your neighbors
and civilian friends.’
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- The first .person to sign Fahey’s
petition was’ the surgeon who
o~ signed his brother’s death certifi- -
- cate.

- “Pm totally outraged and my"
family is totally outraged and ev-
eryone who signed these petitions
feels the same way,” said Fahey, a
city Water Department truck driv-
er.
- “We can’t understand how the
mayor and the superintendent can
talk about rising crime in Chicago
and then take three of their top
crimefighters off the streets.”
+ The killing of his brother, Fahey
said, “affected my whole family.
Christmas hasn’t been the same.
Holidays suck.”

- ; .He said that every day his

mother pins a copy of the prayer
to St. Jude, the patron saint of po-
lice“and lost causes, to her blouse
or coat. She always places it -over
her heart, a badge of her grief.

“The pain is in her eyes,” Fahey
For Chicago police officers, their
own badges symbolize a more
complicated grief.
“This case,” said Officer Hill, “is
a reflection on all of us.”

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1121
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City hires attorney

in police firings *

The city has hlred an out51de at-
torney to represent it in the dis-
missal hearings of a police com-
mander and two detectives.

Attorney Daniel Reidy, a former
assistant U.S. attorney who is niow
in pnvate practice, will present the
city’s case Monday at an initial
heanng before the Police Board.

The city is attempting to fire for-
mer Brighton Park Area Cmdr. Jon
Burge and Defectives John Yucaitis
and Patrick O’Hara because a po-
lice investigation concluded that
Burge and Yucaitis physically
abused convicted cop-killer Andrew
Wilson in 1982, while O'Hara did
nothing to stop them

Dagg:November 19,1991
Bditforth Sports Final

THe:City Hires Attorney In
PGlice Findings
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The city has hired an out51de at-
torney to représent it in the dis-
missal hearings of a police com-
— mander and two detectives.
Attomey Daniel Reidy, a former
assistant U.S. attorney who is now
in pnvate practice, will present the
city’s case Monday at an initial
hearing before the Police Board.
The city is attempting to fire for-
mer Brighton Park Area Cmdr. Jon .
Burge and Detiectives John Yucaitis
and Patrick O’Hara because a po-
lice investigation concluded that
Burge and Yucaitis physically
abused convicted cop-killer Andrew
Wilson in 1982, while O‘Hara did
nothing to stop themf
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Associated Press

~

A police torture complaint that has
festered for 10 years in‘Chicago is
nearing a showdown amid charges of
betrayal, cover-up and racial divi-
sion within the police force.

, Amnesty International and dozens.

‘of local civil-rights groups contend

ithe alleged torture of convicted cop-'

ikiller -Andrew.Wilson only hints at

the atrocities black suspects: have

suffered at the- hands of white Chica-
go police officers for years.
“It’s very important that the po-

Tice board ultimately know the full

parameters of what went on here,”

isaid Flint Taylor, one of Wilson’s
Jawyers. He charged that.the-mayor.

:and police superintendent were
trying to “cut.their losses” with the

'Wilson case while trying to suppress
evidence of. systematlc torture.

But the officers union says the dis-
missal hearing beginning Feb. 10 for

.Cmdr. Jon Burge and two detectives

is an attempt by a politically ambi-
tious departmental enforcer to nail
the men on phony charges that went
unproven through. a previous inter-
nal investigation and two civil law-
suits.

William Nolan, local and national
treasurer for the Fraternal Order of
Police, which is paying for the sus-
pended officers’ defense, and other
white officers denied any 'racial divi-
siveness on the force.

They-see the dismissal hearing as
a bid by Gayle Shines, the head of
the Office of Professional Standards,
to grease her political career path.

Burge’s backers fear the fix is in;

Simmering police
;tOrture case nears hearing

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state) Page 7

Section 1
Daily Herald
pate’isle, Illinois
EdtonJdanuary 27,1992
Naperville/Lisle Edition
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by Scott Burnham

As the Chicago Police Depart-
. ment’s police board waits to hear
" allegations of torture against
| Commander Jon Burge, many
believe the hearing, regardless of

the verdict, will have an indelible:

-impact on the issue of police bru-
, tality.

“It sends a signal that police of-
ficers can’t get away with it
anymore,” said Mary Powers,
. head of the police watchdog
organization Citizen’s Alert. “It’s
the tip of the iceberg: If a com-
. mander is vulnerable then
f everyone is vulnerable.”

The decade-long controversy

| over the allegations began in 1982
y after Andrew Wilson and  his
; brother were convicted of killing
two Chicago police officers.

Wilson, sentenced to life in prison,

Cop brutality

set to be heard
The Tarnished Star

contends he was tortured by Burge |

Among other torture techniques, |

he alleges Burge shocked the vic-
tim with an electricified device|
and attempted to suffocate him‘
with a plastic bag in efforts to

coerce a confession.

Last spring, an investigation by
(continued on page 8)!

Brutality hearing set
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and two detectives during inter- | |
rogation.
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' (continued from page 1)

"the Office of Professional Stan-
dards (OPS), the disciplinary fac-
' tion of the department, concluded
. the charges were valid. The three
| officers were suspended without
pay and face dismissal Feb. 10
when a hearing with the police
board is scheduled to begin.

Howard Saffold, former presi-
dent of the African American
Police League (AAPL), believes
the racial division among officers
on the issue reflects deeply-rooted
racism throughout the city and the
force. He claimed other ethnic of-
ficers are reluctant to speak out
about the case because of the ac-
cused officers’ skin color.

If the charges stick, however,
Saffold feels “the city will prove to
the public that there is credibility
in the system.”

Accordmg to Roslyn Lieb, of the

Chicago Lawyers Committee,
“The most important implication
of the hearings will be opening up
the issue of brutality to the public
and the ineffective way the police
department has addressed it. Lieb,
however, downplayed the splits
between Black and white officers
as being over-simplified. He
predicted a dismissal will harm all
police officers, regardless of race.

“The Rodney King incident real-
ly woke people up,” Powers said.
“The people who were unaware of
police brutality and had never ex-
perienced it — when they saw the
deliberate brutality, it was a
landmark as far as public
awareness.”

The number of excessive force
complaints against police officers
has steadly increased since 1986,
according to Gayle Shines, direc-
tor of the OPS. In 1991, a record

number 2,727 complaints were fil-
ed.

Perhaps the most significant’
statistic, however, falls in the
number of complaints sustained by !
OPS investigators. According to .
statistics, the number of allega-:
tions proven to be valid peaked in |
1991 at 346, compared with 190 sus- '
tained complaints in 1990 and only
98 in 1986, Shines said. !

Many of the criminal charges’
against police officers have been:
leveled as a result of violence in|
the home and romantic affairs. In'
December, 44-year-old narcotics:
officer Wayne Taveggia killed a!
fellow officer John Satriano, 46, in,
broad daylight before taking hisi
own life blocks away.

On Dec. 15, 1991, suspendedj
Wentworth officer Gregory!
Chambers, 27, was charged w1t1q
killing his former girlfriend.]
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Police brutality hearing

FTWRAE BT, 7

'moved for security

- By Charles Nicodemus
T ¢ Staft Writer .

" The Heating'on police brutality
charges against former Area 2

detectives is being transferred to
the Dirksen Federal Building for
_security reasons, it was announced
Wednesday.

Hearing officer Michael Berland
said the proceedings,” which will
open at 9 am. Monday, will be
-held in the U.S. District Court’s
25th floor ceremonial courtroom,
by agrecement with attorneys for
! Burge and the city. ",

“The Police .Board “héaring,
which is expected to run until
-mid-March, had been slated .for.

the main auditorium in Police
Headquarters, 1121 S, State. But
because the 10-year-old case is so
controversial and drew a record
audience of 55 people to its first
preliminary session Nov. 25, Ber-
‘land said, “We have been con-
cerned about security.”

All people going to upper floors
- of the Dirksen building, 219 8.
. Dearborn, must pass through met-
al detectors. ’ '

- The announcement came at a
" preliminary session to review the
credentials of one of the prosecu-
tion’s key witnesses, Dr. "Robert
Kirschner, a forensic pathologist
at Cook County Hospital.

_ Burge and Detective John Yu-
_caitis_have been charged by the
Police Department’s Office of Pro-
fessional Standards with torturing
convicted cop killer Andrew Wil-
son in February, 1982, to obtain
his confession in the slaying of
two Chicago police officers. Detec-
tive Patrick O'Hara is accused of
witnessing the torture and failing
to report it. All three have been
suspended without pay.

Kirschner, an expert on torture,
is ‘expected to- testify that evi-
dence showed Wilson was' tortured
.in police custody. William Kunkle,
Burge’s attorney, sought to strass
Wednesday that Kirschner had no
firsthand knowledge of Wilson’s
injuries and that torture evidence
noted by Kirschner could have
had other causes. )

Cmdr. Jon Burge and two of his °
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"~ By Charles Nicodemus
-] Lo R taff Writer .

The heating’on police brutality
chdrges against former Area 2

Cmdr. Jon Burge and two of his

detectives is being transferred to
the Dirksen Federal Building for
security reasons, it was announced
Wednesday.

Hearing officer Michael Berland
said the proceedings,” which, will
open at 9 a.m. Monday, will be
held in the U.S. District Court’s
25th floor ceremonial courtroom,
by agreement with -attorneys for
Burge and the city. .

‘The Police .Board “héaring,
which is expected to run until
mid-March, had been 'slated for
the main auditorium in Police
Headquarters, 1121 S. State. But
because the 10-year-old case is so
controversial and drew a record
audience of 55 people to its first
preliminary session Nov. 25, Ber-
‘land said, “We have been con-
cerned about security.”

All people going to upper floors

- of the Dirksen building, 219 S.

. Dearborn, must pass through met-

al detectors.
- The announcemeni came at a

" preliminary session to review the

credentials of one of the prosecu-
tion's key witnesses, Dr. Robert
Kirschner, a forensic pathologist
at Cook County Hospital.
_ Burge and Detective John Yu-
caitis_have been_ charged by the
Police Department’s Office of Pro-
fessional Standards with torturing
convicted cop killer Andrew Wil-
son in February, 1982, to obtain
his confession in the slaying of
two Chicago police officers. Detec-
tive Patrick O'Hara is accused of
witnessing the torture and failing
to report it. All three haye been
suspended without pay. :
Kirschner, an expert on torture,
is ‘expected to- testify that evi-
dence showed Wilson was’ tortured
.in police custody. William Kunkle,
Burge’s attorney, sought to stress
Wednesday that Kirschner had no
firsthand knowledge of Wilson’s
injuries and that torture evidence
noted by Kirschner could have

‘ had other causes.

HEARING MOVED FOR
SECURITY

Character: ~
or
{ Classification:

Submitting Office: CHICAGO

Indexing:

qyp{» —'99;:5\1 19

STARCHED INDEXE =
zs:muz@.ﬁ—m‘&y
Fed 12 1992

T Qe
= Ll

| o ’ j

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1134

F21 DOJ




Lo

FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

{Indicate page, name of P
newspaper, city and state.) age 12

Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago, Illinois

Wr

‘ ,_By;Charles Nlcodemus
Sl e

g ‘on’ police brutahty

charges’ -against .former ~Area 2-
Cmdr. Jo ‘Burge ‘and two of his
detectives is. being ‘transferred to .
thée Dirksén Federal Bux!dmg for .
security feasons, it was announced .

Wednesday -

“Hearing officer Mlchael Berland
said the proceedings, “which will '
open ‘at 9 a.m. Monday, “will be”;
held in the U.S. District: Court’
‘25th floor ceremonial courtroom,
by agreement “with attorneys for
Burge and the city.”

which is expected to run until -
mid- March ‘had been slated for

Police: -brutality he

The Police Board hearmg,_

the main guditorium in Polrce
Headquarters, 1121 S. State But
because the 10-year-old case is so
.controversial and drew a record
~dudience of 55 people to its first
prehmmary session Nov. 25, Ber-

Jand said,
cerned about secunty, ]

* All people going to upper floors’

.Z ‘of the Dirksen building, 219 .S.

Dearborn, must pass, through met-
al detectors. - ¢ 7 -

" "The announcement came ‘at a
-préliminary session to review the .-
credentials of one of the prosecu- -

“tion’s key witnesses, Dr. Robert .
Kirschner, a forensi¢ ‘pathologist

"at_Cook County Hospital.

Burge .and Detective’ John Yu-
caxtrs have been charged by the

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1135 5|
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to report it. All three have ‘been
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. Kirschner, an expeft on torture,
is expected to testify that .evi-
dence showed Wilson was tortured’
-in pollce custody. William KunLle,
Buirge’s attorney;- sought 0 stress’
-Wedsnesday that Kirschner had no:
firsthand khowledge' of “Wilson’s '
_ injuries and that torture evidence
noted -by’ erschner could ha e,
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rip internal
police reports
By David Jackson

. Mayor Richard Daley and Police
Supt. LeRoy Martin Friday de-
fended the Chicago police against
a department report that said offi-
cers tortured suspects at a South
Side station for more than a dec-
ade, a practice condoned by com-
manders. .

Portions of two internal police
reports were unsealed Friday in
federal court, marking the first
public -acknowledgment by police
that allegations of brutality were
more than isolated incidents.

One report identified 50 crimi-
nal suspects who contended that
.they were tortured by seven offi-
cers between 1973 and 1986 at the
old Brighton Park police head-
quarters, and said that area com-
manders knew of the abuse and
did not take action. One of the
commanders in charge of area de-

tectives during that period was -
Martin, who said the charges were

unsubstantiated.
“The type of abuse described

was not limited to the usual ;
‘beating, but went into such esoter-

ic areas as psychological torture

techniques and planned torture,” .

the report said. -
“Particular command members
were aware of the systematic abuse

and perpetuated it either by ac-. :

tively participating in same or
failing to take any action to bring
it to an end,” the report con-
cluded. :

Three of the seven named offi-
cers were suspended in November
following a separate internal inves-
tigation that concluded that they
tortured or allowed the abuse of
Andrew Wilson while he was in
police custody in 1982 on charges
of killing two police officers. Wil-
son has been convicted.

Portions of that report were un-
sealed Friday as well by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Milton Shadur,
who is overseeing an unrelated
brutality case’in which the reports
were subpoenaed.

The three named officers—for-
mer Brighton Park Cmdr. Jon
.Burge and detectives John Yu-
caitis and Patrick O’Hara—face

" dismissal. Hearings on their cases

are scheduled to be_gin Monday be-
fore the Chicaio Police Board. -

While it investigated Burge, the |
police office of professional stan- -

dards also reopened investigations
into other allegations of torture at
the police area, which is on the
Far South Side and has since been
renamed the Pullman Area.

Burge and the two detectives are

" named in both reports unsealed

Friday. Four other officers were
identified, but their names were
not released.

Two of them remain on the
force, one is no longer on the pay-
roll and the fourth is on a leave of
absence.

Martin said Friday that he has
taken no action against those four
officers because he believes the
allegations are not substantiated,
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-The report did not name com- .
manders who condoned systematic -
torture. Police records show that

Martin commanded the area’s de-
tective division for nine months
during the 13 years when the
abuse was alleged to have oc-

‘curred, from late February 1983 to

December of that year.

Martin -said it was an “outright
lie” that police commanders knew
about or condoned torture.

Speaking Friday at a Chicago
Urban League luncheon, Martin
became angered when told of the
allegations that those in command
at the area headquarters, including
himself, knew of the torture.

“This is a fine police depart- .
ment, fine men and women on it,
404 of them- have gotten killed in
the line of duty, and for someone
to say that this department con-
dones poor conduct from depart-
ment members and you think that
wouldn’t make me angry, I'm
furious,” Martin said.

“If 1 knew that anyone was,
doing anything wrong on this po-,
lice department I would take ac-
tion on it.” i

During a taping of WMAQ-TV’s!
“City Desk’ program, to be
broadcast at 7 a.m. Sunday, Daley
strongly defended Martin,

“These are only allegations,” the
mayor said. “These are not sub-
stantiated cases.” -

. Correspondence released with
the reports showed that Martin
knew of the allegations against
Burge and the two detectives for
almost a year before suspending
them without pay. )

But Daley said he did not find
fault with Martin for delaying the
report because the superintendent
had to review its methodology.

“It’s allegations, rumors, stories, i
things like that, which we asked
the Police- Department to review
the entirety of the report,” Daley
said. “How did they come to that
conclusion? How did they arrive
at these, facts? You have to look at !
the methodology.”
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_Attorney G. ‘Flint Taylor, who !

argued for the Ttelease of the re-
. ports, said-they will srgmf cantly
“impact future brutality lawsuits,

. 7against the polrce :by .enabling

r'plamtrffs 14’ contend that they-

werg vrct;lmlzed by dn unspoken
N department pohcy of torture

" *Such “brutality Cases have cost’
- the” 01ty more than $6 inillion a

" any ongoing FBI probe of alleged i
"_pohce brutahty in Chrcago :

Civil rights, said Chlcago FBI ;
: spokesman Robert Loiig. -

- *“We are in contact with the Po-
“lice Department over this situa--

"and police infernal affairs ‘investi-
-gators routinely work together. .

.year in‘the past, records show. !

3 :l'hat’s “why “the c1ty “fought $0',
hard to suppress 1t Taylor said.

- FBI agents are “monitoring de-
velopments as they relate to pos-

sible brutality 7and violations of .

fion,™ he 3aid, adding that agents

~*Long said h¢ 'was unaware of :
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“Smart chiefs, when they have a |Date:
- problem they send a .message: |Edition:

Police study
turns up heat
on brutality -

By Robert Blau - ,f
and David Jackson !

For years, dozens of suspects who'
entered a Far South Side police sta-*

tion emefged with chilling accounts of ,
their interrogation there. They said !

This will not be tolerated,” said
Patrick Murphy, director of the
Police Policy Board for the U.S.

Conference of Mayors and former |Title:

New York City police commis-
sioner. “If you don’t send the *
word out, the attitude of the de- .

mean it’s not that bad.” -

(lndiéate page, name of SEC 1, PPGS 1 & 1
newspaper, city and state.)
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POLICE STUDY TURNS UP
HEAT ON BRUTALITY
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“We expect an awful lot from Classification:
police,” .said Jim Fyfe, professor Submitting Office: CHICAGO

of criminal justice at American |

University in Washington, D.C.
“We expect them to fight the war
on crime, tut it’s a war they can’t
win. From time to time, some of-
ficers commit atrocities. When

Indexing:

1

that they had been tortured.

Few listened to the allegations of the :

accused rapists, drug dealers and mur-
derers who described a pattern of

abuse that came riot at the hands of _

renegade street cops but from highly
decorated detectives and their com-
manding officers.

The first to tell the story was Antho-
ny “Satan” Holmes. -

In 1973, the murderer described a
six-hour interrogation under then De-
tective Jon Burge in the bunker-like
former Area 2 headquarters, 9059 S.
Cottage Grove Ave. '

.Holmes said Burge suffocated him
with a plastic garbage bag and applied
a “black box” electrical device to his
handcuffs, rattling his teeth and lifting
him out of his chair.

Over the next decade, similar stories
were repeated dozens of times about
Burge and several of the 108 detec-
tives under his command.

__On Friday, in a searing indictment

i of the Chicago Police Depart-
| ment, an internal report unsealed -
. in a federal court hearing charged

. that “systematic torture” was car-

- ried out by at least seven officers -

at the South Side police station
from 1973 to 1986 and that po-
lice supervisors in Area 2 knew
about and condoned the abuse.
- The report, released 19 years
after the first of 50 .complaints
alleging torture was filed, suggests
that the charges were not thor-
oughly investigated and police
commanders did not act on the
allegations for more than a dec-
ade. .

that stuff is tolerated, it under-
mines what the police are about.
It’s shattering.” .

The release of the report, which
was withheld from the public for
more than a year by Supt. LeRoy
Martin and city attorneys, comes

at a time when'the nation’s attén-
tion is being drawn to allegations
of institutionalized police brutali-
ty in Los Angeles, where the Rod-
ney King trial is to start Monday.

In Chicago, the report said,
“particular command members
were awarg of the systematic
abuse and perpetuated it either by
actively participating in same or
failing to take any action to bring
it to an end.” The portions of the
report released under the court
order did not contain the names
of any of the commanders.

One of the commanders has
been identified as Burge, who -
faces dismissal because of torture
charges leveled against him in a
separate police investigation that
took a decade to complete. His
police board hearing is scheduled

to begin Monday in a federal
courtroom.

“The type of abuse described
was, not limited to the usual
beating, but went into such eso-
teric areas as psychological tor-
ture techniques and planned tor-
ture,” the report said.

With the release of the report,
the man in the hot seat Friday
was Martin, whose sometimes
controversial tenure as police su-
perintendent is drawing to ab"

close, - J/}gg
LHA’C’(,/'

From his appointment in 1987,
Martin has relished the image of
an old school, no-nonsense Chica-
go street cop.

At a time when Chicago police
were trying to shed their brutal
reputation, he called his officers
“the toughest gang” in town. He
suggested that parts of the U.S.
Constitution should be suspendec
to make crime fighting easier.

And on Friday, he came out
swinging, denying the charges o
systematic torture. .

“Don’t. saddle me with the bag
gage of previous superintendents,’
Martin said, pointing out tha
cases cited in the report dated tc
the years before he became super-
intendent. “I’ve bent ove
backward'to resolve this'case.”_

Martin took credit for suspen
ding Burge and two other. detec
tives, John Yucaitis and Patricl
O’Hara. . . . )

“Now someone is trying to tur
it around and make me th
heavy,” Martin said. “I should b
the hero.” “ ) )

Martin said that for the nin
months in 1983 when he com
manded the Area 2 detective:
“not one complaint about exce:
sive force by one of my office:

SEARGHED INDEXED
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. But criminal justice experts say
it is not enough to wait for allega-
tions to cross your desk.

“In a big police department like
Chicago’s, you have to have strict
accountability down to sergeant
level,” Murphy said. “You also
have to look at the people above
them. Did you make spot checks?
Did you read reports carefully? If
there were citizens complaints,
did- you investigate them with

.vigor? Was there a breakdown of

the system? Who failed?”.
_In this case, it was not only
Chicago police who failed to sub-
stantiate charges of torture.
Federal investigative records
show that in 1982, Burge was the
subject of a civil rights probe after
a-West Side man complained that
Burge shocked him in the groin
with an electrical device. Burge
denied the charge, and the investi-
gation ‘was dropped when a po-
lygraph administered by the FBI
showed the man wavered on cer-

tain questions. -

- Police officials repeatedly scof-
fed at the credibility of the ac-
cusers. )

The police office of professional
standards, which investigates
complaints of excessive force,
looked into 26 of the torture
complaints, but could not find
enough evidence to sustain any of
them.

When the new police standards
report was delivered to Martin
last year, he was reluctant to ac-
cept its findings of systematic tor-
ture. He sent copies of the report
to a Washington-based police re-
search foundation, which pro-

duced a memorandum critical of -

the standards office’s methodolo-
gy and findings.

Based on the foundation’s criti-
cism, Martin continues to dis-
count the findings of widespread
torture.

“The report is flawed and un-
substantiated,” Martin said in a
press release.

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1146
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,Monday to ‘'show scars from buins he’

'background “his story makes _Sense;’:

: en&ed . —

By Charles Nicodemus *
Staff Writer -

Convrcted cop killer Andrew erson \
bared his chest and dropped his pants’

says were inflicted while police tor-. :
tured him to confess the 1982 murder
of two Chicago pohcemen. .

The display concluded Wllson s
‘three hours of testlmony-on the open- -
ing day of hearings into_police brutal- =
ity charges against former Cmdr. Joh
Burge and two of his’ detectrves. .-

*In an opening statement June
Ghezzi, one of three special counsels s
prosecutmg the case for the city, said -
testimony and medical evidence would -
sho}'iv Wilson su(fifeged numeroui.s buiz}ls, .
gashes, cuts and bruises, mostly -while
being questioned at the Area 2 Violent ﬁ::gle E:clilgl:cge 2‘; ggfggm&?gf; atr}xlg
Crirhes headquarbers, whrch Burge friends and to- provxde extra secunty

commanded

- Spectators, and. reporters “thust “go
“fhrough ‘metal detectois on the first
floor and .outside the courtroom. = ¢

Ghezzi said. In contrast, denials by the 5 2y
vhis_: f’Twenty protesters, carrymg digns

highly " decorated Burge an
detecnves “don’t add up, ?

LY

“brutality victims, paraded oufside the
uilding' at 219 S. Dearborn. o
g leson is semng a hfe sentence for
rxck OHara, sdid he would m’ i’ f.the “miirdets “of the ‘policetien; "His
opening statement after the city fir n- “confession was thrown out by the Illi-
ished “presenting its_evidence, . ..i-ofROIS “Supreme “Court “after “his ~first

: The chargesibrought by the depart: : “¢onviction, but he was convrcted agam
ment’s :Office:“of Professional :Stan:.y8t 8 second frial. , . 7

43

.dards, care .being heard in a large -. erson, questroned by specxal coun-

courtroom of.the U.S. District Court “2sel Dan Reidy, told.of his arrest early
on the 25th floor of the Drrksen Fed-...Feb. 14, 1982, and his lengthy; sporad-

‘bearing the names of alleged: police
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ic questlomng -and torture at Area 2
‘by Yucams, Burge and other detec-
tives,

O’Hara is charged with seeing the
torture and_ not reporting e,

Wilson sald that first Yuca‘txs, then
Burge, inflicted electric.shocks by -at-
taching “alhgator” "clips to hisears,-a
nostil or finger tips, and turning the
crank ‘on a “black -box” generator
hooked to the clips. ..~

When he Tubbed the chps off his’

ears, ‘Wilson said, detectives ‘hand-

cuffed him against a ‘wall,” with his
thighs, his chest 4nd sometimes his
face “touching a hot radiator, while
they contmued the electric shocks.

At one point, Wilson said, Burge
took a devxce that looked like “a fat
curling iron” that was plugged into a
wall socket and ran the device up and
down Wilson’s legs and over his grom,
not quite touching- the skin.

1 could feel the tingling,” Wilson
said. “Then he jammed it into my
back” and the electfic shock
“slammed me against the wall” and a
window grating. “I was splttmg blood
then, and they stopped leson said.

“The scars. dlsplayed at the end of
his. testimonly . were * from  radiator
bums, he told chhael Berland the
hearmg officer who is conductlng the
sessions for the nme-member civilian’
Police Board. It will review the tran-
script and act on it. Supt. LeRoy
Martin has ‘urged that the three sus-
pended officers_be_fired.

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1/148




e

=

FD-350 (Rev. 5§-8-81)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Inmaoite a

ond oo
by Scott Burnham

Convicted killer Andrew Wilson
testified Monday he was beaten
severely and nearly electrocuted
and suffocated during several -

ﬁ?’o

LA

Cop killer
testifies to
1aill torture

ceuses Cmdr.

I%Bu%fv?)

hours of interrogation following his
arrest for the murders of two,
Chicago police officers nearly 10
years ago.

The police board hearing, con-
‘ducted at the Dirksen Federal
Building for security purposes,
began Monday morning to review
dismissal charges against Area 3

~ Commander Jon Burge and two
detectives. The three defendants
were suspended from the force,
without pay, last November and
are pow fighting to regain their
jobs.

Wilson, currently serving a life
prison sentence in the Pontiac
Correctional facility, appeared be-
fore hearing chief Michael Berland
to provide a horrifying, but less
than riveting, account of the
niethods of torture the officers
allegedly administeredtoextracta
confession.

Lawyers repmentmg the Police
Department allege the forture was

(continued on page 22)
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Accuses commander, 2 detectives

(contmued from page 1)
the result of the department’

friistration over the deaths of threé
officers that same week. ‘Wilson
claims Burge told him ‘his “repu-'
tation was at stake.” -+ -

‘At one point, followmg an alleg-
ed gruesome beating at Area 2
detective headquarters, Wilson’
claimed Burge entered a room
alone and clamored ‘Fun Tlme"’
In the company of another officer,
Burge - allegedly handcuffed
Wilson’s ‘'hands ‘to 'a” ‘wall ‘While
Wilson knelt in front of a fadiator, -

After clamping thé -electrodes
attached to "a black ‘box.to his
small fingers,. Burge cranked the
hand generator, causmg an élec-
tronic current to surgée’ through

<L.-

»

Wilson’s bod,” he alleged. *5° =

“He kept cranking it, ” r‘ecalled
Wilson nonchalantly while
demonstrating” on his knees. “It
made my teeth grind together. I
was hollermg for' help but he didn’t
have to stop because I couldn’t (get ¢
the clamps) off.”

Wilson contends the box was us-.
ed with limited success fwo other’
times but he was able to knee an
officer in the’ groin and another’
time release the electrodes from

his ears by rubbing them on his

_shoulders. Prior to those alleged

attacks, Wilson accuséd anothér
officer of -attempting to suffocate
him with-a garbage bag.

According to Wilson’s testlmony,
moments” later, * Burge “tortured
him with fodt- long cattle prod
which rwembled a curlmg iron
with a wire protrudmg from one
end. o

Whﬂe remammg cuffed in front
of ‘the radiator, “Wilson claimed
Burge “rubbed 1t ‘around my legs
up and down very . slowly (about”
three or four times). It was tingl-
ing (feeling.) On the last pass, he .
jabbed it into the center -of my
back. (The impact) slammed me
into thegnll Lo

Wilson then began regurgltatmg '

blood and the torture momentanly
stopped, ‘he alleged ‘

When Burge confronted mm
again hours later at another loca-
tlon Wilson said the lieutenant

‘was playmg wrth his ‘gun in my

. mouth _clicking’ it back and forth. I

agreed to make ‘a statement to
keep from gettmg shot,” he clalm-
ed.

Durmg the tastuhony, Wilson,”
dressed in blue jacket and jean,

brutality groups were also in at-
-tendence. ' .

.u,—».

Burge reportedly cracked smrlesl
at his fellow defendants, John

Yucaitis and Patrick O’Hara, and

shook his head in disbelief.

A plethora of spectators filed in-
to the packed courtroom passing
through two metal detectors and
‘hand searches of all bags. Several
police officers sat with the brother
of William Fahey, one of the of-
- ficers whom Wilson was convicted -
of killing. Members of antr-pohce‘

" Despite the graphlc testimony,
Wilson, many times, appeared
confused and uncertain about his’
account as evidenced by mistaken-
ly identifying officers. The defen-'
dant’s attorney, leham Kunkle,
will most likely capxtahze on the!
mconsrstencles in the “days to
come,”, "~ - ° J

Officer John Dmeen president of
the Fraternal Order of Police, said,
late’ Monday Wilson’s story has’
changed dramatically throughout
the years and that the word of a
convicted killer .is less than con-
vineing. :

Throughout the decade—long in-
vestigation, ‘the officers have
maintained their innocencé and
were acquitted by two civil juries.

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1152
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Burge-case
panel hears

of torture

By Sharman Stein

Ten ‘Years after his arrest for
‘the ‘killing of two police officers,
Andrew Wilson lifted his shirt

‘Monday and displayed fo a

packed -courtroom the scars he
says he suffered while being tor-
tured by three Chlcago pohce of-
ficers.

‘Wilson was the ﬁrst witness
Monday in -the first day of

hearings before the Police Board, -

which may hear four to six weeks”
of testimony.

The city 1s seeking for the first
time, through this administrative
proceedmg, to dismiss Cmdr. Jon
Burge, Detective John A. Yu-
caitis and Detective Patrick J.
O’Hara, the officers accused of,
torturing Wilson.

The officers, all of whom were

_present at the hearing, ‘deny the

‘charges, which have not been
proved in two federal court cases
and a previous pohce investiga-
tion.

Burge, Yucams and O’Hara
have been suspended since No-
vember. If the charges are
sustained, Burge would be the
hlghest-rankmg Chicago police
official to be dismissed in 20
years. |

Andrew Wilson and his
brother Jackie, were convicted of
the murders and are sefying life,
sentences without parole.”

“The question is, why did thlS'
happen?” said city attomey June

‘Ghezzi, in an opening statement.

“It happened for two reasons. He

‘was just arrested for the murder

of two'-Chicago police officers,
and there-had been three deaths
of pelice officers over one week.

“The first purpose was to ex-
tract a confession,” Ghezzi said.
“The second was to extract a
pound of flesh, to punish him be-
cause the officers were so upset
about the murder of the police
officers.”

William Kunkle Jr., one of the
lawyers for the three accused offi-
cefs, “reserved his opening state-
ment for a later time.

: But in aﬁemoon Cross-exami-
e " See Police, pg. 8

®
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‘reinsert it at any time.”

Commander refutes
torture allegations |

by Scott Burnham_

Attorneys for embattled detec-

tive Commander Jon Burge Tues-

day attempted to undermine the
testimony of a suspect who claims
detectives extracted a murder
confession through methods of tor-

.ture nearly a decade ago.

During cross examination,

‘William Kunkle slowly pecked

away at the testimony of Andrew
Wilson, who alleges Burge and

-other officers administered jolts of
-eleciricity on him with a hand

generated box and a cattle prod,

.among other torfures.

On dozens of occasions, Wilson
took the fifth amendment or replied
he did not know the answer to
particular questions regarding
events during a five-day period in

early February 1982 between the
killings of two Chicago police of-

ficers and his arrest

Acting on the advice of his
lawyer, Wilson declined to com-
ment 6n7 partlcu]ar issues, claiming
his answers could jeopardizé his
pending appeal in one of the
murders.

“We're trying to show how:
preposterous (Wilson’s) credibility
is and how preposterous his story
is,”” said Kunkle during a recess.:
“And how ironic it is that he can:
waive his 5th amendment right and

Although several inconsistencies
surfaced in his testimony, court
. experts said Wilson performed»‘
: remarkably well in recalling major
details. The experts added Wilson’s
irécollections were all the more
famazmg considering he is illiterate
"ahd the incident occurred 10 years

‘ago. His lawyers believe the

. physggal evidence, scars and burns, .

“wxllspeak for themselves.”

, KunkTe plans to show Wllson
fabrxéated the a]legatlons of tor-'
ture. e *said the ‘officers would
have had, no reason to attack
Wilson because he confessed be-
fore to the alleged tortures.

“(The officers) had evidence
they needed to convict him,” said
another of Burge’s attorneys,
David Greene. ‘‘They had
(Wilson’s) guns, car, eyeglasses as
evidence.”

According to Greene, however,
'Wilson confessed to killing the of-
ficers at 6 a.m., nearly 12 hours.
.before a written statement was'
entered.

Flint Taylor an attorney who
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represented Wilson in a civil trial
rearlier this year, called Kunkle’s
}questioning “absurd.”

“He clearly wants to deflect
from the torture on the (Feb. 14,
1982) and concentrate on the police
killings of the (Feb. 9, 1982), which
is irrelevant to these pro-
ceedings.” Taylor said. ‘“He's
reversing the sympathies. If he did
make an oral confession, why did
it take so long for the written con-
fessions.

“(The three accused officers)
were getting in their punishment.
They ran amok in the Black com-,
munity for days torturing!
suspects.” - ‘

Taylor said the officers risked
their jobs and reputations by
engaging in torture because polit- ¢
cians provided a carte blanche un- .
.til the “weight became too heavy
—evenin Chicago.” v ’

On Monday, Wilson revealed
scars on his stomach and chest he
allegedly received after he was
islammed into a radiator when
Burge stretched him across the
igrill and clamped electrodes on his
fingers.

Kunkle said Wilson mentioned .
the placement of the clamps Tues- |,
«day for the first time. 3

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1163
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Burge defense rips
torture testimony

Defense attorneys for the
three Chicago police officers
accused of torturing a suspect
in 1982 tried Tuesday to dis-
‘credit the testimony of Andrew
fWilson, the man who said he
'was choked, shocked and
beaten at the officers’ hands.

The Police Board hearing, which began Monday, i 1s |
the city’s first attempt to discharge Cmdr. Jon Burge, |
Detective John A. Yucaitis and Detective Patrick J.
O’Hara for allegedly torturing Wilson after he was
‘arrested for the 1982 murders of two police officers. |
. Wilson and his brother, Jackie, were convicted of
"the murders of Officers Richard O’Brien and William -
Fahey and are serving life sentences.

Questioning Wilson on details of his arrest on Feb.
114 1982, to his previous crimes and criminal record,
‘attomey William Kunkle repeatedly implied that Wil
son had lied previously, was currently lying or was
taking the Sth Amendment on issues that he had,
answered in previous trials. .

Wilson’s appeal of his second murder conviction is!
pending, and a public defender sat at his side during’
the Police Board hearing.

Kunkie asked Wilson about his own treatment of a |
citizen whom he allegedly robbed and pisto! whipped '

Burge ;

i before stealing his car. !

. “I’d call that torture,” Kunkle said. ’ '
i After a series of questions Wilson refused to an-(
swer, such as whether he would admit to possession !

1of eyeglasses that were later found near the dead

Sofﬁcers, Kunkle said Wilson lied then and would

rcontinue to lie to avoid doing extra prison time.

| Wilson confessed to police at 6 on the morning of |
{hls arrest, said attorney David Greene, also represent- ‘
!ing the ofﬁcers “There was no reason for torture.”
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Burge hearing told
about burn marks

.By Sharman Stein

“ The doctor who examined An-
drew Wilson at Cook County Jail
a day after he allegedly was tor-
tured by Chicago police officers
told the Chicago Police Board on
Thursday that he saw blistering
ftgurn marks on Wilson’s chest and
ace.

Dr. John Raba, testifying in dis-
missal hearings for three Chicago
officers, said Wilson told him that
his injuries were caused when po-
lice handcuffed him against a radi-
ator at the police station after his
arrest in 1982 for killing two other
officers.

* Raba said he concluded that the
injuries were consistent with Wil-
son’s explanation. Based on his 11
years of experience as a physician
and medical director at the jail’s
hospital, Raba said he did not be-
lieve the wounds were self-in-
flicted.

“Never in my experience have I
seen any self-inflicted injuries on
the face or near the eyes done by
somebody who was not actively
psychotic,” Raba said in the
fourth day of the hearings in
which the city is seeking to dis-

“fniss Cmdr. Jon Burge, Detective

John Yucaitis and Detective Pat-
tick O’Hara.

.. The three officers have been sus-

pended since November. Burge
and Yucaitis are accused of tor-
‘turing Wilson with attempted suf- -
focation, with electric shock and
by handcuffing him across a radia-
tor 10 years ago on Feb. 14, 1982,

O’Hara is accused of failing to
take action to stop them.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted of the murders of
Officers Richard O’Brien and Wil-
liam Fahey, and both are serving
life sentences without the possibili-
ty of parole.

Raba, who is trained in internal
medicine and who -examined Wil-
son only briefly, said he saw no
signs of mental illness.

Raba said he was so disturbed
by the blisters, lacerations and
burn marks on Wilson’s chest,
thigh and face that he wrote a let-
ter about it two days later to then
police Supt. Richard Brzeczek,
grging an investigation of the inci-

ent,

Raba said he did not receive a
reply until three years later and
did not pursue the issue further.

William Kunkle, the lead attor-
ney representing the officers,
countered that Raba lacked the ex-
perience to make a psychological
assessment of whether Wilson was
psychotic and was therefore likely
to inflict the wounds on himself.

The doctor, said Kunkle, made
an assessment about the nature of
the wounds based on Wilson’s
own representation of what hap-
pened, without any particular
medical background to assess Wil-
son’s state of mind.

“This witness doesn’t really have
the personal knowledge that any of
the officers did anything to An-
drew Wilson,” Kunkle said in an
interview afterward.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Date:
Edition:

Page 3
Section
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
February 14,1992
North Sports Final

Tile: Burge Hearing Told

About Burn Marks

Character:

or

Classification:
Submitting Office: Chicago

2

Indexing:

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1167

S 7 Sub B-
2r {4 A (6 782 e

= 454 G250

LUK -5 - 7823460 B

N INDEXED
“FILED :

SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED.

FEB 18 1992

F8l — CHICAGO ,

BI/DOJ




&<.

@» gk € 75234  SAr 5 -89
) - du (6 7811 utfﬂﬁ\‘ruls%&l:B

SEARCHED, | D
SERIALI

FEB 18 1992

F8l — CHICAGO .

. 19-cv-4048(FBI)-1169




FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

{Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.) Page 3
Chicago Defender
Chicago, Illinois

Medical expert: Wilson’s wounds
match his allegations of torture

fby'Scott Burnham

. An expert in the field of correc-
, tional health testified Thursday the
‘wounds convicted cop killer An-
drew Wilson suffered 10 years ago
were consistent with his allega-
tions of torture.

In what court experts said may
be the most crucial statements
| validating Wilson’s claims, then-
Medical Director of the Cermak
'Medical Center Dr. John Raba
recalled examining Wilson hours
]after he was admitted into the
'hospital unit of the Cook County
| Jail on Feb. 15, 1982.

| The day-long testimony came on
‘the fourth day of a police board'
'hearing to decide the careers of
|Jon Burge and two other detec-

itives accused'f torturing Wilsdn * saying he never told Raba ofyhe

while in custody for the deaths of
two Chicago police officers.

“He stated he had been cuffed to
a rod and pushed against a
radiator and had been electro-
shocked to his mouth, gums, legs
and genitals, face,” said Raba,

currently a deputy director and

practicing surgeon at Cook County
Hospital.

Examining 2 X 3-foot
photographs of Wilson’s chest and
face taken a day after the initial
examination, Raba confirmed the
linear and parailel burns he sus-
tained concur with his allegations
of brutality.

The attorney for the three
suspended officers, William
Kunkle, attempted to point out in-
consistencies of Wilson’s story,

Date: February 15,1992
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shocking to his fingers, ears or
nose as he testifed earlier this
week.

Kunkle suggested Wilson self-!
inflicted the wounds at Area 2
headquarters to avoid a convic-J

|

tion. .
Raba, however, said in his ex-
amination of more than 100 in-
mates who suffered from self-
inflicted wounds that there is a
strong reluctance to cause injury
to their faces, particularly near
their eyes. Those kinds of injuries
have only been caused by inmates
who clearly show signs of being
psychotic, Raba said. Upon ex-|
amining Wilson in his jail cell,
Raba said he was not psychotic.
Kunkle attempted  to  refute!
Rabas assessments. _ ..
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Second conviet tells

of torture by Burge

By Sharman Stein-

A second man claiming to have
been tortured at the hands of Chi-
cago Police Cmdr. Jon Burge testi-
fied Wednesday that he also suf-
fered electrical shocks and beatings
while being held in Area 2 head-
quarters 10 years ago.

The testimony of Melvin Jones
was given during the second week
of Police Board hearings, an ad-
ministrative proceeding in which
the city is seeking to dismiss Burge
and two other officers for the
alleged torture of career criminal
Andrew Wilson in 1982, .

Jones, 40, was arrested -Feb. 5,
1982, on suspicion of being in-
volved in a killing, just days before
Wilson was arrested in the slaying
of two Chicago police officers on
Feb. 14, 1982. The slaying in-

" cidents wereé-unrelated.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted of murdering Offi-
cers Richard O’Brien and William
Fahey, and both are serving life
sentences without the possibility of
parole. Burge and the other two
officers, Detectives John Yucaitis
and Patrick O’Hara, have been
suspended without pay since No-
vember.

Jones, who is in prison for pos-
session of narcotics with intent to
distribute, said he was arrested in
1982 and brought to Area 2,
where Burge was a lieutenant.
While in Area 2, Jones said, he
was left alone in a room where
Burge shocked him on the bare

foot, thigh and genitals with an
electrical device similar in descrip-
tion to the one Wilson has de-
scribed. )

“He said, before I leave this
room, ‘yow’ll wish you never set
eyes on me,” ” Jones related Burge
as having said. “He kept asking
me about the homicide, and he
said I was going to confess. I told
him I didn’t know what he was
talking about.”

In one of the torture sessions,
Jones said, Burge instructed an-
other detective in the room, “You
don’t see anything, do you?” Jones
said Burge then stuck a sock in his
mouth and shocked him with the
electrical device.

“He asked me if I was ready to
talk,” Jones said of Burge. “I was
hollering as loud as I could. I was
saying, ‘You ain’t supposed to be
doing me like this.”” -

The torture continued, Jones
said, until another police officer
called Burge away to deal with an-
other incident.

On Feb. 6, 1982, Jones said,
while he was still being held at the
station, detectives attempted to get
him to confess to being involved
in the murder of Jeffrey Mayfield,
who was scheduled. to testify as a
witness in a murder trial. ’

Wheén Burge learned that Jones
had thrown pieces of paper with
“help” written on them out of a
window, Jones said, “Burge took
the stapler and hit me with it in
the middle of my head. When I
put my hand on my head, he hit
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Tile: Second Convict Tells
Of Torture By Burge

Indexing:

accused of shocking suspects
with an electrical device.

me again, on top of my hand.”

In his cross-examination of
Jones, attorney William Kunkle,
one of the attorneys defending the
officers, attempted to show that
Jones’ description of the elec-
troshock device was different from
the one Wilson had provided.

Kunkle also alleged that Jones
likely had heard Wilson’s story of
torture while the two were in
Cook County Jail and had decided
to copy it. Kunkle also sought to
show that Jones and Wilson were
members of the same gang and
therefore had many associates in
common,

At the time of Jones’ arrest and
alleged torture, he was charged
with unlawful use of a weapon.
The charge was eventually dis-
missed because the gun in Jones’
possession did not work.
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Convict says Burge held plastic’
around head to get confession

By Charles Nicodemus
Stafi Writer

A convict testified - Thursday
that he passed out twice while
police Cmdr. Jon Burge was hold-
ing a plastic typewriter cover over
his head to force him to falsely
confess a role in a 1985 robbery.

A Police, Board examiner- is
hearing brutality charges against
Burge and two of his detectives,

brought by convicted cop killer,
Andrew Wilson. Wilson has said’

that one torture technique Burge
used to force his confession was to
tie a plastic bag over his head.

Shadeed Mu’min, 47, testifying ~

Thursday, was the Llst of two
“pattern” witnesses presenied by
the city in an attempt to show
that other crime suspects were
tortured as Wilson says he was:!
Joseph Roddy, one of the police
officers’ attorneys, atiacked
Mu’min’s credibility, bringing out
on cross-examination that his con-
fession appeared to have details of
the robbery and getaway that only
a mrtlclpant could have known.
Mu’min said he hadw’t given

took his statement any such de-
tails because he hadn’t been in-
volved in the robbery. i

He failed to have the confession
suppressed on the grounds that he
was tortured. Mu’min, an inmate

of Centralia Pemtentlary, was sen-

tenced to 15 years for the robbery,
in which a manager of a fagt foo’;.
shop was shot.

The first pattern witness, anx
vin Jones, testified Wedneﬂla\\r
that he was electroshocked byt
Burge on Feb. 5, 1932, nine ddy=’
before Wilson says he was arrest
ed in the murder of two policemen
and tortured with two different
electroshocking devices. William
Kunkle, an attorney for Burge and
Detectives John Yucaiiis and Pat-
rick O'Hara, tried to discredit
Jones’ testimony by suggesting
that Wilson and Jones had been
in the same ‘street gang and could
have matched their stories.

But attorney Flint Taylor, who
represented Wilson in iwo unsuc-
cessful federal damage suils
against Burge, said later that no
evidence has béen presenfed that
Wilson was a member of any ganu

Burge or.the sfate’s attorney who, , before his arzest. .. . vmreies 4 o
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Tite: EX~Cop Says He Leaked
Record Of Ex-Felon's

by Scott Burnham

A second convicted felon
testified Wednesday that suspend-
ed Area 3 Detective Commander
Jon Burge electroshocked him and
placed a gun to his head days be-
fore the high ranking officer
allegedly torfured Andrew Wilson
in connection with the murder of
two police officers.

Burge’s attorney, William
Kunkle, however, questioned
Melvin Jones’ association with
Wilson and suggested the pair,
along with others, contrived the
tale of brutality while they were
incarcerated together.

Despite Jones’ denials, Kunkle
alleged the two accusers were af-
filiated with the same Chicago
street gang and claimed Jones was
a member of the organization’s
hierarchy. .

Kunkle also alleged Jones may
have been fed the story from his-
attorney at the time of his arrest,
Cassandra Watson. Watson has
defended other suspects who have
alleged they were electroshotked
at Area 2 headquarters by the in-
famous “black box.”

On Feb. 5, 1982, Jones, 40, was
picked up by Area 2 detectives in
an apartment at 2101 S. Michigan
Ave. for the murder of Jeffrey
Mayfield, a witness to another

before. . X
During questioning, Jones alleg-
ed Burge entered an interview'

room and displayed a shocking
device concealed in his suitcoat.
With his hands cuffed to a ring fix-
ed to the wall and a sock tied
around his mouth, Jones said
Burge allegedly pulled his pants
down and shocked him on the right
foot, thigh and penis.

“I said ‘you ain’t supposed to be
doing me like this,”’ said Jones,
who is currently serving time for
an unrelated cocaine-sales charge.
“He said I have no witnesses (and)
no one’s going to believe me.”

When Burge allegedly asked
another detective in the room if he
observed any improprieties, he
replied “I don’t see anything,” and
peered at the ceiling, Jones said.
The alleged torture was stopped
short, however, when another of-
ficer informed Burge an officer
had beenkilled.

»slaying committed about a month

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1176
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Burge implicated by 2nd felon

Later during his detention, Jones
said Burge placed a gun to his
head and demanded he confess to
the murder. Jones, however, con-

tinued to deny involvement.

A police officer outside the
building, hours later, brought .
pieces of a telephone book inserib-
ed with allegations of torture to
Burge. Jones said he wrote the
notes and threw them from the
window in an effort to solicit help.

“(Burge then) took a stapler and
hit me on (the top of) his head with
it,” Jones said. “I grabbed my
head and he hit me again on my
hand.”

Jones, who at the time was only
charged for a weapons offense in
violation of his parole, met with
Watson days later and told her of
the alleged abuse, she said.
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Burge tortured m
00, eX-sUispect says

By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

A former murder suspect testi-
fied Wednesday he was given elec-
trical shocks by Police Cmdr. Jon
Burge nine days before an' inci-
dent in which convicted cop killer
Andrew Wilson 'says Burge tor-
tured him the same way.

Melvin Jones, 41, told a hearing
on brutality charges that Burge
tortured him in an unsuccessful

‘attempt to make him confess to

killing a potential witness against
Jones in another murder case.

Jones’ attorney at the time,
Cassandra Watson, testified after-
ward that Jones gave her details
of the torture Feb. 9, 1982, four
days after his arrest.

That was five days before an
incident in which Wilson says

cranked generator that had wires
that were clipped to Wilson’s ears,
fingertips and a nosiril.

dJones said when he refused to
confess to the Mayfield murder,
he was charged with unlawful use

"{'Nhy—-e-—- PO 1

Burgé and his detectives gave him~

electrical shocks to force his con- -

fession in the murders of police-

men William Fahey and Richard -

O’Brien. The Police Board hearing
is weighing charges based on Wil-
son’s complaints against Burge
and Detectives John Yucatis and
Patrick O’Hara.

During cross-examination of
Jones, Burge’s attorney, William
Kunkle, stressed that Watson’s
Feb. 10, 1982, motion to supress
evidence and statements in the
case against Jones didn’t give spe-
cifics of the alleged torture. De-
tails weren’t provided until other
motions were filed in May, 1982,
Kunkle noted. .

By that time, Kunkle suggested,
Jones and Wilson—both of whom
were members of the Black Garig-
ster Disciples street gang—might

of a weapon, but that charge later
was dismissed. He was arrested in
the Mayfield killing later in 1982
and convicted in a bench trial.
But ?hat was reversed and he was
acquitted in a 1989 jury trial.

| ie,

have coordinated their stories.
Jones, now imprisoned at Cen-

tralia on drug charges, testified he
was arrested Feb. 5, 1982, for
questioning in the murder of an-
other gang member, Jeffrey May-
field. Jones repeatedly denied in-
volvement. .

He said he was handcuffed to a
wall at Area 2 detective headquar-
ters, then shocked by Burge on his
foot, thigh and testicles.

He said the shocks were admin-
istered with a device that seemed
to be a combination of cattle prod
and large tweezers, plugged into a
wall socket and attached to a box
that had a screw ‘he said Burge
twisted to govern the current.

Wilson testified last week that
Burge tortured him with a some-
what similar device, resembling a
hair curler, and with a hand-
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ard withess
calls Burge
a torturer

By Sharman Stein

- In the city’s efforts to show a
pattern of torture on the part of
Chicago Police Cmdr. Jon Burge,
attorneys Thursday called as a wit-
ness before the police board a third
man who claimed he was tortured
by Burge—in this case by suffoca-
tion and Russian roulette,

Shadeed Am’Min, who was ar-’

rested on Oct. 30, 1985, for having
a concealed weapon, said he was
driving when he was stopped by
two plainclothes police officers.
After the officers found a loaded
gun concealed in a bag inside the

-car, he was taken to Area 2 head--

quarters where he said Burge twice
held a typewriter cover over his
head until he passed out. He said
Burge also put a pistol with one
bullet inside against his temple,
spun the cylinder and puiled the
trigger three times.

" Burge was a lieutenant in Area 2
at the time. The city is holding the
police board hearings, an adminis-
trative procedure, to make the case
for the dismissal of Burge and De-
tectives John Yucaitis and Patrick
O’Hara, who aljegedly tortured
convicted cop killer Andrew Wil-
son when he was arrested in 1982.

" Besides Andrew Wilson, the city
this week also called as a witness a
-convict named Melvin Jones, who
said he was tortured by Burge in
1982, just days before Wilson was
-allegedly tortured on Feb. 14.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted of murdering Offi-

-cers Richard O’Brien and William

Fahey, and both are serving life
sentences without possibility of pa-
role. Burge, Yucaitis and O’Hara
gave been suspended since Novem-
er.

Am’Min said Burge repeatedly
asked him about a robbery that
had occurred several months earli-
er. Am’Min said he told Burge that
he had no knowledge of the inci-
dent.

Burge then handcuffed him tight-
ly enough to cause pain and even-
tually took him into his private of-
fice, Am’Min said. The suffocation”

- and Russian roulette occurred after

Burge threatened him with
“burying him in the penitentiary,”:
and tried to force him into confes-
sing to the burglary, he said.

Am’Min eventually did sign a
written confession to having been
the driver of a getaway car in the
robbery of a fast-food outlet in
which the manager was shot in the.
liver. He has been in prison for
that offense since 1987.

Asked why he was testifying
against Burge, Am’Min said, “I feel
like what he did to me wasn’t right.
His job as a public official is to
arrest me, not to play court.,”

Attorney Joseph Roddy, one of
the attorneys representing Burge
and the other officers, tried to dis-
credit Am’Min by discussing his
extensive criminal record. Roddy
also suggested that the scenario
outlined by Am’Min was extremely
unlikely.

“What if he (Burge) hadn’t been

lucky that day?” Roddy said of the

Russian roulette incident. “How
could anybody have explained that
a man who was handcuffed ended
up with a bullet in his head in a
police station?”
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A torture expert tesrtlfymg
Monday in the dlsxmssal hearlngs
of pohcé Coinimander” Jon Burge
and two detectlves said the burns”
and’ séars found on Andrew Wﬂson

[are consxstent with: his’ clarms o£
tortixre m pohce custody a decade‘

Exammmg blown-up photos. of
the Head and chest of Wilson, Dr. .
[Robert Krrshnerr« deputy: chief*.
.,medxcal éxaminer of Cook Cotinty;:
testified: Wilson* suffered linear
burns that could have been caused
by being pushed. into. the radlator
located “inside. an mterrogatmn
room at, Area' 2 detectzve head-

Fufthérmore;” ershner sa1d
condxtxons Wﬂson described- in &
1989 deposrtron for: a civil trial
wete cominon sidé effects of being”
e]ectroshocked - Wilson tostlﬁed
that he expenenced bleedmg gums
anda tendency to clenc
histeethz, o .o, 3,

The . suspended offlcers at:
torney, William Kunk]e attempted ?
to poke holes in'the expert s testis |
mony, ‘however by’ saying, . Klr-
“shrer only learned of Wilson’s fes!
;tnnony six and 2 half years after
thefact. PLPEELE e 2 !:;

- KunkIe also said ‘thére-Wwere m-
'consxstenmes between a doctors
intaké report in 1982 Which states
1W1lson suffered only one burn oh-

More:testimony

by Scott Burnham ‘: »2

-heard::

,‘n “h

in’ Burge dlsmlssal trial

“hig nght thlgh “Tind" Kfrshner s
analysxs of % a photograph

Accordmg o Klrshner, Wﬂson
reportedly showed ‘other-effécts of
torture when he reportedly “broke
down and cried”. whﬂe prepanng

- Kunkle attempted to refute the

clarms Saying:. Klrshner never
mentloned the marks prior, to
Monday s’ testunony It the' clips
had been mdeed attached “to his
ears, Kunkle reasoned the marks
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thefact:wz sees EXRE R
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;' By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

¢« The lawyer for three policemen

J£acing brutality charges said Mon-

Hay that a parade of witnesses will

drew Wilson is lying on virtually
'every point in his claim that he
iwas tortured by -police.

In his opening statement at a
Police Board hearing, attorney
William Kunkle said he would
show that most of the injuries
‘Wilson suffered in police custody
came during his arrest or after he
had confessed and was being tak-
sen to police headquarters.

show that convicted cop killer An-

Earlier, an expert on torture
testified that burns and other in-
juries found on Wilson were con-
sistent with Wilson’s claim that he
was tortured to force his confes-
sion in the Feb. 9, 1982, murder of
two policemen.

Dr. Robert Kirschner, a forensic
pathologist at Cook County Hos-'
pital, said small U-shaped marks
photographed on Wilson’s ears'
and nose were the same kind that
would be left by alligator clips.

Wilson contends that police in-
terrogators shocked him with elec-
tricity from a portable generator
hooked up to his ears and nose by |
wires and such clips.

1
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He accuses Police Cmdr. Jon
Burge and Detective John Yucai-
'tis of performing that and other
fftorture, and says Detective Pat-
rick ‘O’Hara condoned it. They
«deny it.

Kunkle told hearing officer Mi-
chael Berland that suspects such
as Wilson frequently “come in and
confess ... when they know
they're caught,” perhaps—as in
Wilson’s case—“because they’ve
‘been running for five days.”

He contended that Wilson’s tale
of torture was concocted after-
ward, to try to beat the charges.

Kunkle ridiculed what he said.
‘was Wilson’s claim that there was
la “grand conspiracy” among po-
Jice, prosecutors, a court reporter
and other witnesses to cover up
torture and “railroad” Wilson into
ithe life sentence he is serving for
killing Officers Richard O’Brien
and William Fahey.

Kunkle acknowledged that Wil-

son was “worked over” by one of
two police “wagon men” who took
him to the lockup at 11th and
‘State after his confession. The
.officer who drove the police wagon
‘denied any mistreatment, but the
jofficer accused by Wilson later
‘killed himself, Kunkle said.
. Kunkle said it was that incident
‘that resulted in a cut over Wil-
son’s right eye and a gash on the
back of his head that requxred
'stitches.
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By Sharman Stein

Drawing a vivid descnptxon of’
the “death. warrant” executed by
cop-killer Andrew Wilson when
he shot two Chicago police offi-
icers on a South Side street 10
years ago, attorney William
Kunkle on Monday pledged to
show that Wilson had ample
redson to fabricate his story of,
i olice brutality after he was ar’
irested for the murders on Feb. 14 :
1982. o

“This case started in the street-
at 81st and Morgan,” Kunkle®
said., “But the events started in
the mind and heart of Andrew
‘Wilson.”

In his opening statements,.

Kunkle described how Andrew
Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
shot the police officers with one
1of their own guns, then left them
bleeding in the snow.
i Kunkle drew a picture of Wil-
json as a ruthless murderer who:
lbragged to friends, “Watch TV
'tomght I shot two police offi~
icers.” He said he would show that;
police had no motive to torture
‘Wilson and that “common sense”
would show that there was little
evidence they had done so.

Brutality charges
false, lawyer says

The city of Chicago is holdmg,

* jpolice board hearings in its efforts.

to dismiss Cmdr. Jon Burge and:
Petectives John Yucaitis and Pat-
rick O’Hara for the alleged tor-
ture of Wilson.

The city rested its case Monday
after calling Deputy Chief Medi-'
cal Examiner Dr. Robert Kir-
schner as its final witness.

Kirschner testified that he
‘believes the marks left on Wil-

son’s chest, thigh and face were °

.consistent with burns caused by a
radiator, to which Wilson claims
he was handcuffed while being:
;shocked with an electrical device.

Kunkle noted that Kirschner
did not examine Wilson until
1989 and had not adequately de-
termined how much steam heat

tor.

‘was being generated by the rad1a-

The three officers have been‘
suspended since November. An-'

drew and Jackie Wilson were con-
victed of murdering officers Rich-
ard O’Brien and William Fahey
land are serving life sentences.
without the possibility of parole.
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. In step-by-step detail, Kunkle

outlined the crimes Andrew Wil-
'son had committed before the
ishootings, including a home in-

‘'vasion and robbery that left an el-

iderly woman terrified and hiding
funder a table as the brothers ran-
'sacked her home, stealing her gun
.among other things.

Kunkle detailed the evidence
Andrew Wilson knew police . had
.against him for those crimes, as
well as others for which he was in
violation of parole.

Far from needing to extract a
confession by torture, as Andrew
Wilson has alleged, police already
had a confession from Jackie Wil-
.son that pointed the finger at An-
drew, as well as a detailed de-
scription from the resident of an:
apartment who lived across the
‘str%et from ‘the shooting, Kunkie,
‘said. . '

“It was impossible to shut
Jackie up,” Kunkle said. “Jackie
would tell the night watchman or
the janitor. He was arrested in the
2nd District, where the officers
had nothing to do with this inci-

dent, and he was confessing to

them... .. Jackie’s motivation was
to confess for the purpose of get-
ting out from under, putting it on
someone else.”

And soon after his. arrest, Kunk-
le said, Andrew Wilson gave an
oral statement confessing to the
crimes.

One measure of how unlikely
Andrew Wilson’s story is, Kunkle
said, was his allegation that six or
seven officers immediately
jumped him and started beating
‘him as soon as he was taken to
the old Area 2 headquarters.

Wilson has alleged that Burge
later commented he would not
have marked up Wilson’s face if

he had been involved in the

beating.

But the only injuries on Wil-
son’s face at that time, according
to police, photographs, and Wil-
son’s testimony, was a scratch
above the right eyelid and a
reddened right eye, Kunkle said.

. The subsequent injuries, accord-
ing to Wilson, occurred later:
when Burge took him to another:
room and handcuffed him against
«a radiator in order to apply elec-
tric shocks. '
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Disputes story
of brutality

at police HQ

By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

Detective John Yucaitis, who is
-accused of helping torture a con-
fession out of convicted cop killer
:Andrew Wilson, told a police bru-.
tality hearing Tuesday he never
leven questioned Wilson.

And Detective Patrick O’Hara,,
w}}o Wilson says never abused or
igrilled him, testified it was he who
‘took Wilson’s first verbal confes-:
sion, which he said was voluntary
and took only 20 or 25 minutes.

“I just said to him, “Tell me
about it’” and Wilson did,
O’nga said. .

Wilson, who suffered numerous

injuries in custody, says Cmdr, |

Jon Burge and Yucaitis kicked
hl}n and tortured him with elec-
tric shocks and by tying a plastic
thag over his head. O’Hara is ac-
icused of condoning the abuses.

B NP

Accused cop deies

But Yucaitis, the first of the
three to testify, said his only role
in the Wilson saga was to-drive
Wilson back to Area 2 detective
headquarters after his arrest and |
handcuff him to the wall in a,
second floor interview room.

Yucaitis told the Police Board
 hearing that while Wilson was be-
1ing questioned by O’Hara and an-
|other detective, Thomas McKen-
fna, he remained in the large
“squadroom” directly outside the
interview room.

He said Burge had told him his
.assignment was to “keep an eye”
on Wilson and “not let anyone get
at him.” Yucaitis said he assumed
that meant he was to make sure
no officer tried to attack Wilson’
to exact revenge for the July 9,
1982, murder of Officers Richard
O’Brien and William Fahey.

Wilson says “six or seven” offi-’
cers roughed him up after he ar-|
rived at the statioh afdind6 a:m.,

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Chicago

'and that both Yucaitis and Burge
‘tortured him that Sunday morn-.
'ing, five days after the killings. |

But Yucaitis, a 27-year police:
‘veteran, said only O’Hara and Mec-
JKenna questioned Wilson, and,
Burge “never even went near” the:
finterview room during that time.
* Wilson told the hearing twoi
‘weeks ago he confessed to an assis-
jtant state’s attorney around 6 p.m.,
‘after at least three torture sessions.,
But O'Hara testified Wilson con-
'fessed around 7 a.m., about an hour'
after arriving at Area 2 headquar-
ters. Wilson’s confession was;
thrown out by the Illinois Supreme;’
Court because of his injuries but he
was convicted in asecend trial and}
s setvirig 4 life’ sentence: "« ¢+

§A99q-cg§-;7&Zt?4ﬂ%é?'<35L”/
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mdr. Jon Burge (center) is flanked by Detectives John 328 S. Marshfield, to.raise funds for their legal fees. The three are
(left) gn»d_fat[icj(;()_’lzlara;at a benefit at Teamstey Hgll, facipg a brutality hearing concerning the torture of a suspect.
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By Larry Weintraub
! Staff Writer

More than 3,000 supporters of
‘three phicago policemen facing
‘brutality charges cheered the
three Tuesday night at a rally in
2 West Side Teamster union
auditorium.

L They hailed the accused offi-
cers—as officials of police orga-
mizations defended the three

Police
‘Continued from Page 5
+the intestinal fortitude to stand
iup for you,” Stokes said. He said
‘that if the charges against the
'three officers are upheld, similar
1accusations will be be brought “in
‘every major city in the country.”
. .Stokes said that because of the
Chicago case, “the National Police
‘Officers Bill of "Rights will be
‘amended to cap [limit] adminis-
. trative hearings,” such as those of
.the Chicago Police Board.
" The Rev. Thomas Nagle, head
of the St. Jude’s Police League,
read the names of 24 Chicago
, officers killed in the line of duty
since 1982, as the Emerald Soci-
ety, a police bagpipe band, played.
. Wounded police-officers Jacque-
i line Healy and James Schodtle,
 both shot in a recent North Side
. currency exchange robbery, were
"awarded plaques.
| Burge, O’Hara and Yucaitis also
 spoke briefly. “The support”and
| loyalty . .. ,” Burge said, “I didn’t
" expect something like this.” He

_marched outside the benefit at

| 3aid the three couldn’t discuss de-

of torturing or condoning the
torture of a murder suspect.
Earlier, about 100 protesters

Teamster Local 705 headquar-
ters, 328 W. Marshfield,
Carrying signs and shouting
through bullhorns, the demon-
strators remained behind police
barricades erected across
Marshfield from ‘the hall.
Thirty uniformed officers

tails of the case in progress but
that “it’s not over till it’s over and '
we're not going to give up.”

“This makes me proud to be a-
policeman,” O’Hara said. .

“Thank you,” Yucaitis said.
“you don’t know how much we all
appreciate it.” ,

Officials announced that U. S.
Rep. William O. Lipinski (D-OLy
had sent a $600 check “to help’
defray expenses.”

John Dineen; Fraternal Order of
Police chief in Chicago, urged.
those who believe in the three
officers’ innocence to write or wire
their views to Mayor Daley and'
members of the Police, Board.’
“We have to let the administra-
tors of this city know we support:
good police work,” he said.

Tim Lohraff, spokesman for the
Task Force to Confront Police
Violence demonstrating outside,
called the benefit “a torture party,
a torture ball.” ,

“We believe there is widespread .
torture and a police department’
code of silénce to keep it quiet,”:
he said. . :

The rally was to raise money for '.
legal and family expenses for the !

without paysince Nov. 13. . = _

three, who have been suspended |

fairly. Tickets cost $20 each.
Dewey Stokes, national presi-
dent of the Fraternal Order of’
Police, said the three officers
are victims of “a miscarriage of'

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.) Page 5
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Titte: 3,000 Rally Behind
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3,000 rally behind officers in brutality case

Wefi‘lilbehzlwlled, if loud. 1
e rally was sponsored by
the Burge-O’Hai-a-Yucaitigl
Family Friends Committee, po-
lice officers, assistant state’s at-
torneys and others who believe,
the three are being treated un-.

Edtinive Star Sports Final

Officers In Brutality

‘men, Cmdr. Jon Burge and De- were stationed b justi
men, ar tween the justice.”
tectives Andrew. Yucaitis' and .grou n i ! .
ves : c and .group and the Teamster build- - : *‘Elected- offici ? ‘
[Patrick O’'Hara, who ate accused <ing,- but |the" ‘protesters were '~ } e - Of'll‘(l:xlfxlls ti;g?rlg;ggﬁgg
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come out in force=

’By Janita Poe
and Sharman Stein
At $20 a ticket, police officers and
{other supporters packed an auditorium,
' Tuesday might to raise money for the de-
fense of three Chicago colleagues facing
rdismissal over allegations they tortured a
'suspect held in the killing of two officers. |
i The Teamsters Auditorium, 328 8.
{ Marshfield Ave., was jammed to the walls,
"and overflowing in the balcony with peo-:
1ple who came to rally behind Cmdr. Jon,
'Burge and Detectives John Yucaitis and’
{Patrick O’Hara.
. A man selling the tickets at the door
estimated the crowd at 3,000 to 5,000.,
Other organizers estimated it at 4,000 to’
5,000, and Deputy Chief of Patrol!
Ronald Garcia said the organizers told
him the crowd was-4,000. i
The three suspended officers are in the
midst of a hearing to determine their fu-
ture on the force. The city is attempting
to have them dismissed, a decision that
;wﬂl be made by the Chicago police board
following the hearing, |

S

upporters -

Date: February 26, 1992

Title:
Out In Force

Submitting Ofﬁce:ch ica go
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Burge Supporters Come

~.. “The allegations of brutalify have at]

'times divided the Police Department:
,along racial lines. The three officers are!
 white, and nearly all the officers and con- |
tributors Tuesday night also were white.
The allegations of torture are being made]s
.by a black man convicted of killing two,‘

| officers. ]
| A group of about 100 protesters, alsoL
| mostly white, carried placards and chan-|
'ted such things as “Burge tortures blacks |
,and you throw a party.” But the protest-
ers left early. . |
Lt. Tim Gainer, commander of the
'mounted police umt, said what was ech-
oed by many at the rally: , -
«] know they didn’t do it. They've been
‘tried twice already, It’s a shame they
have to go through this again. I d”be
happy to work with them or for them.
During the formal speeches, an emo-
tional Burge said with a. trembling voice:
“For once in my life, I am at a loss for
words. The support and loyalty of all of
you out there is mwmprehqnable. We
«didn’t expect anything like this. \Ye can-
not talk about the hearings now. I'm sure
you understand. When it’s all over, we’ll
lhave something to say, anq, we realize
that it’s not over till it’s over.” .

-l 782¢- B 37

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1210

FBI/DOJ




Suspended Police Cmdr. Jon Burge (second from left) and Teamsters Auditorium. Burge, O'Hara

Detective Patrick O’'Hara greet supporters Tuesday in the

At that, the crowd went wild, cheering,
stamping, yelling and giving Burge, Yu-
«caitis and O’Hara thunderous applause.

The crowd also gave a wildly enthusias-
tic greeting to two Chicago police officers
‘who were shot and wounded Feb. 15 dur-
'ing a currency exchange robbery attempt
on the North Side.

Those two went up to the platform

slowly, one, Officer James Schodtler, on
crutches, and the other, Officer Jac-
queline Healy, with her arm in a sling,
while the song “The Wind Beneath My
Wings” played.

Cleveland Thomas, one of a smattering
of black officers in the crowd, said he
came to show his support for the families

of Burge, O’Hara and Yucaitis. “Person-

Tribune photo by Michael Fryer |
and another detec- ]

tive are facing dismissal for allegedly torturing a suspect.

1

ally, I think they’re not guilty. They went;
through two trials and were found not
gullty.”

The officers have never faced criminal!
charges in the matter, and the allegations
have gone unproven through two federal
civil rights trials and an earlier internal;
police probe. But a more recent police\

- _ See Burge, pg. 8!
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frptesters carry placards saying such things as
Killer Kop Kiub" and “Code of Silence Equals Ra-

Burge

Continued from page 1

investigation, which led to the
.hearings, concluded the officers
thad tortured the suspect or did
Inot intervene.

| The peaceful protesters outside
'carried placards saying such things
‘as “Killer Kop Klub” and “Code
of Silence Equals Racial Vio-
lence.”

The protesters represented the
Malcolm X Grass Roots Move-
ment, Task Force to Confront Po-
lice Violence, Queer Nation and
‘Coalition Against Bashing.

Tim Lohraff, 30, spokesman for
‘the Task Force to Confront Police
Violence, said the police rally “is
definite evidence that the code of
silence is alive and well in the city
of Chicago. ... We're saying it’s a
torture party, a torture ball in sup-
port of Burge.”

Earlier Tuesday at the hearings,
'the defense put two of the officers
on the stand to deny that they tor-
.tured Andrew Wilson, who subse-
quently was convicted of killing
_two police officers.

Yucaitis, who is charged with
participating in the torture of Wil-
1son, and O’Hara, who is charged
with knowing of the torture but
,doing nothing to stop it, testified
that they did not themselves bru-
'talize Wilson and did not see or
Lhear of anybody else do so on the
‘dg%lzof Wilson’s arrest, Feb. 14,
1 1982.

i Wilson has claimed he was

beaten, suffocated and given elec-
trical shocks, one of which was so
strong it flung him against a win-
dow, breaking the glass.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted of the Feb. 9,
1982, murders of Officers Richard
O’Brien and William Fahey. They
are serving life sentences without
possibility of parole.

Answering a series of quick,
sharp queries from defense attor-
ney Joseph Roddy, Yucaitis re-
plied, “No, sir,” to the following:

“Did you have any knowledge or
belief that Cmdr. Burge mistreated
Andrew Wilson?

“Did you have any knowledge or
belief that any other officers mis-
treated Andrew Wilson?

“Did you know of any mistreat-
ment and fail to notify the depart-
ment?

“Did you in concert with Jon
Burge strike, kick, physically
abuse, electric shock or put a bag
over the head of Andrew Wilson?”

Yucaitis testified that he first be-
came involved after Burge picked
him to drive Wilson back to the
Area 2 headquarters from the
apartment where Wilson was ar-
rested.

As Yucaitis was about to drive
away, he said, Burge instructed
him to make sure “nobody got to
him. He didn’t want anybody to
talk to him.”

After taking Wilson to the sta-
tion house, Yucaitis said, he spent
most of the time, from 6 a.m. to 3
p.m., standing outside of the inter-
view room where Wilson was held
without himself speaking to Wil-

. Tribune photo by Michael Fryer '
cial Violence” outside the rally and fundraiser
Tuesday night at the Teamsters Auditorium.

)
son or seeing anyone else besides’
the two detectives who took his
confession go into the room.

Yucaitis said he never saw Burge
go into the room with Wilson. ‘

When attorney June Ghezzi, one .
of the attorney’s representing the
city, asked Yucaitis during cross-'
examination whether he had ever,
beaten Wilson in a previous arrest, !
the soft-spoken officer replied,
vehemently, “I never beat him
up-” {

O’Hara, who is suffering from:
Parkinson’s disease, testified in a:
strong, steady volce as he de-,
scribed his involvement in the in-!
vestigation of the murders of the,
two police officers. }

O’Hara said he first saw Wilson,
during the arrest, when he ob-|
served a cut between his right eye;
and eyebrow. O’Hara said he later
went into the interview room,|
where Wilson was being held with
Detective William McKenna, and.
the two got an oral confession
from Wilson. '

O’Hara said he asked Wilson if
he wanted to see a doctor for the!
cut, but Wilson refused one. Wil-!
son then provided a step-by-step!
description of the murder of the,
two officers, O’Hara said.

O’Hara said Wilson never said
he had been beaten or tortured.
during the interview. The detective,
also said he did not see anyone|
else going into the interview room
with any objects that resembled an |
electroshock device. !

|

Tribune reporter Helagzg_gﬁé_g @43(FBI 1212

contributed to this report.
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Purge says
no torture
occurred

By Sharman Stein

Criminals, attorneys, judges,
police officers, doctors and the
two Chicago police detectives im-
plicated in the alleged torturing
of cop-killer Andrew Wilson have
testified during police board
hearings into sensational allega-
tions of brutality.

On Monday the man whose
name has come to characterize
the proceedings—Cmdr. Jon

stand. Six other times, in crimi-
nal and civil proceedings, Burge
has denied torturing Wilson or
knowing anything about anyone
else brutalizing the convicted
murderer.

Monday, with calm, great de-
tail and even humor, Burge again
denied the allegations.

It was his 22nd anniversary on
the police force.

The board is into its third week
of proceedings in the city’s effort
to dismiss Burge and Detectives
John Yucaitis and Patrick
O’Hara. Burge ‘and Yucaitis are
accused of torturing Wilson.
O’Hara of standing by and doing
nothing to stop the brutality. The
three officers have been suspend-
ed since November.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted, of murdering offi-
cers Richard O’Brien and Wil-
liam Fahey and are serving life
sentences without parole.

Burge’s attitude on the stand—
by turns serious, dignified,
scornful and even amused—con-
veyed the impression that brutal
behavior would be beneath him
because good police work would
render it unnecessary.

The heavy-set commander,
with ruddy skin and improbably
light blond hair, did not appear
to be in the least bit worried that

. this hearing might find him guilty

and lead to the loss of a job to
which he has dedicated the last
two decades.

Burge—finally took the witness.

Burge joined the police force
March 2, 1970, after returning
Just months earlier from Viet-
nam. As the bachelor admitted
under cross-examination, he has
dedicated most of his life to the
police force, rising steadily

See Burge, pg. 7
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through the ranks and receiving a
pgrgénotlon to commander in
1 .

While reluctant to agree, appar-
ently for semantic reasons, that
he was a “hands-on” lieutenant at
the time of the alleged Wilson
beating at the old Area 2 head-
quarters, Burge conceded that he
was actively involved in most of
the violent-crime investigations
under his command,

When the two police officers - %

were murdered Feb. 9, 1982, and
until Wilson was caught on Feb.
14, Burge said he did not go
home to sleep.

But asked by Daniel Reidy, who
is representing the city, whether
he spent a lot of extra hours on
police work, Burge answered
ruefully, “not lately.”

Under questioning by attorney
William Kunkle, who is leading
the team of attorneys representing
the three officers, Burge replied,
“No, sir, I did not” to a dozen
questions relating to the mistreat-
ment of Wilson on the day of his
arrest.

Burge said that not only did he
not beat, electro-shock or place a
gun in Wilson’s mouth, as Wilson
has alleged, but he also barely saw
Wilson after the arrest, having left
the questioning to O’Hara and
another detective.

Under cross-examination by
Reidy, Burge admitted to uttering
“a few unkind words” to Wilson
at the time of the arrest in a
South Side apartment.

Asked to recall those words,
Burge declined. “I would be em-
barrassed to say it in front of the
females in the audience,” he said.

Burge denied dealing directly
with Wilson after that, and he
also denied going into the interro-
gation room, where Wilson alleges
the beatings occurred.

Burge said he specifically told
O’Hara, who was driving Wilson,
back to Area 2 after the arrest, to
make sure other officers did not
question Wilson or interfere with
him. “I told him to treat Wilson
with kid gloves,” Burge testified.

Burge said “a lot of venom was
let out” on the day of the arrest
by officers who were upset by the
murder of their colleagues, but “I
wouldn’t say hatred.”

Burge said he noticed Wilson’s
cut over the right eye, but “I took
it as humorous” when he ob-
served the photographs of the
multiple dressings Wilson wore
soon after in a court proceeding.

“The only injury I was aware of
before he left our care was an ab-
rasion of the right eye and a

AN B ,
Cmdr. Jon Burge testifies Mon-,
day that Andrew Wilson was not
brutalized after being arrested. _

redness,” Burge said. When he
saw the bandages, Burge said;
“My personal opinion was that
they were playing it up grand.” "

In the case of another suspect;
Melvin Jones, who testified twg
weeks ago to having been tortured
by Burge in a separate incident,
Burge admitted to having stoppe;é
in an interview room where Jones
was sitting and calling him %3
piece of human garbage. I told
him that I didn’t, and the crimj~
nal justice system didn’t, take¢
kindly to killing state’s witnesses;
and that while he might not ge
charged that day or the next, and

even if it took 10 years, we wou,f’.d'

get him.” e

Jones was being held at the staZ
tion on Feb. 6, 1982, on suspi-
cion of being involved in the mur;
der of Jeffrey Mayfield, who was
scheduled to testify as a witness
in a murder trial. Jones alleges he
suffered electrical shocks ard
beatings at Burge’s hands. =

In his cross-examination, Reidy
made the case for Burge having
been “embarrassed” when he real~
ized that two of the Area 2 detec-
tives had arrested Wilson the pre-
vious December for the robbery
of a camera store but had failed
to realize that Wilson was on pro-
bation. ’

Wilson was subsequently re-
leased on bond, Reidy said, and
in a position to murder Fahey
and O’Brien.

Burge denied that he believed
the officers were responsible for
finding Wilson’s probation status
when they made the arrest. "

Questioning Burge on the mat-
ter of whether he ever spoke with
Wilson while he was in the sta-
tion, Reidy asked if he ever “gave
him any food for thought” as he
had given Jones.

“I didn’t have to,” Burge re-
plied. “He gave it up [confessed

+

right away.” Te

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1214
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Burge takes stand,
denies torture charges

By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

Police Cmdr. Jon Burge took
the stand Monday and called An-
drew Wilson “a piece of human
garbage” but denied that he ever
tortured the convicted cop killer
to force his disputed confession.

Burge also denied similar abuse
accusations made by two other
crime suspects, including a mur-
der suspect whom Burge admitted
warning he would “bring to jus-
tice” ‘even if it took “a week, a
month, a year ... no matter how
fong.”

Burge made his denials at a
Police Board brutality hearing as
the city’s special counsel, who is
seeking Burge’s dismissal, suggest-
ed a new motive for Burge’s push-
ing hard for a quick confession in
the 1982 murders of two Chicago
policemen, .

Under questioning by his chief
attorney, William Kunkle, Burge
said he had never even interrogat-
ed Wilson. Burge testified that the
only physical contact he had with
Wilson was when he put one knee
on Wilson’s back and the other
knee on Wilson’s neck while Wil-
son was being handcuffed after his
arrest.

During cross-examination, spe-
cial counsel Daniel Reidy suggest-
ed that Burge was “embarrassed”
because two of his detectives had
failed to have Wilson held as a
parole violater when Wilson was
arrested in t!¢ Nccember, -1981,

holdup of d I'ax Sonth Side cam- |

era shop, two e iiths before the

two policemen were shot.

Wasn’t the two detective’s fail-
ure to block Wilson’s release on
bond in the camera store robbery
“an embarrassment?’”’ Reidy
asked. .

- “Isn’t it true,” Reidy demanded,
“that [slain] officers William Fa-

hey and Richard O’Brien would be-

alive today if your officers [who
helped handle the earlier robbery
investigation] had done their job”
by making a routine check of Wil-
son’s record, which showed he was
on parole?

Burge answered that it was the
‘primary responsibility of the ar-
resting officers, the Department of
Corrections and the courts—and
not his detectives—to block Wil-
son’s release on bond because of
parole violation.

However, he conceded that he’d
been “annoyed” after learning
(during the murder investigation)
of the detectives’ failure to have
Wilson detained without bond.

But he said he couldn’t remem-
ber whether he had “talked to”
the detectives about his annoy-
ance before Wilson’s interrogation
began Feh. 14, 1982, shortly after
Wilson’s pre-dawn arrest.

One of the detectives, Thomas
McKenna, took part in Wilson’s
questioning. Police say Wilson’s
readily offered admission that he
killed the two officers took no
more than 20 to 25 minutes.

Wilson testified three weeks ago
that he signed a false, typed con-
fession 11 hours later only after he
was fortured three times by Burge
and .Detective John Yucaitis.

I\o"\
19-cv-4048(FBI)-1217 Y

Maxrch 3, 1992
Edtonfive Star Sports Final

e Burge Takes Stand,
Denies Torture Charges

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Chicago

Indexing:

Gy e 7837 I
)~ (6750 ¥

SEARCHED (NDEXED
smmuzs% FIlE
MAR 0 3 1992

Fol — CHICAG




FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81)

0

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.) Page 3
Chicago Defender

{Mount Clipping in Space Below) Chicago, Illinois

pate:March 3,1992
Edition:

Title: Burge Denies Brutallty

Charges

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Chicago

Indexing:

Burge denies brutality charges

£ -
B2+ I ST NERACNER et

" ommander ,murders in, Feb -1982, Burge saxd tocoerceaconfesslon it A
Joiu%pu?é%egbéﬁot%?stgnd Monday Yhe'threw Wﬂson to the ground and 3 Defense attorneys presented
1o, categorically deny \charg% "of Aknelt on_ hls back ‘However, ‘e evidence -showing the number of -
brutahty, statmg he ordered fellow “denied tertunng Wzlson -with an confesswns brought forth at Ared 2
defectives to treat aHeged v1ct1m electrlcal de‘gce and forcmg him’:«detective’ headquarters in 1982.(69

AndrewWﬂson “mthklngoV% EZ agamstascaldmgradlator = "f - percént) ‘was™ lower ‘than the
; Accor din g to Burge, 'hé beéame._ “Citywide ayerage (71 percent).
o uﬁ??fﬁfndﬁﬂﬁgém%ﬁ‘;m e I e

*appeared later in, court and
durmg -direct exammatlon, told e and> Throu out
attorney - Wzlham Kunkle th at ; p played it up gr eh

fthe trial, Kunkle suggected Wilson

physically ‘abusing “Wﬂso u{d “may have Self mfhc ed the woundsl
seriously* Jeopardxze the se to 3 '

againsthim. BRe 7 i
the far N Wﬂson teshfxed ]ast’montb he

: Wﬁén.éi;resiing'WﬁsE;}l i
West. “Side, . Tive.days, affel _the, *'wa$ téritired by Burge in an effort’
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newspaper, city and state) Page 2
Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago, Illinois

By Charles Nicodemus
Staft Writer

A 1982 police report approved
by Cmdr. Jon Burge is “‘wrong”
when it contradicts the current
police version of the interrogation
of convicted cop-killer Andrew
Wilson, Burge testified Thursday.

Burge told a Police Board brutal-
ity hearing the report erred in stat-
ing his detectives questioned Wil-
son in the property crimes section
of the old Area 2 Detective head-
quarters, adjoining Burge’s unit.

Wilson’s description of one of
the two places he says he was
questioned—and tortured until he
confessed to killing two police-
men—matches the description in

the report, which was filled out by
the two detectives who did the
questioning.

But Burge and other police say
Wilson was questioned only in
Burge’s much busier violent
crimes unit, next door to the prop-
erty crimes office. The screams
Wilson says his torture caused
would have been easier to hear
there, but police and a prosecutor
who have testified said they heard
no screams.

Burge said he read and signed
the report saying Wilson was
questioned in the properly crimes
offices and missed the error.

Burge testified Thursday that
there weren't any interview rooms
in the property crimes section,

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1220
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Burge says ‘82 cop report he OKd is wrong

implying that Wilson couldn't
have been questioned there.

Burge ended two days of testi-
mony Thursday afternoon when
cross-examination was concluded
by Daniel Reidy, the special coun-
sel seeking Police Board dismissal
of Burge and Detectives John Yu-
caitis and Patrick O’Hara.

Meanwhile, attorneys with the
People’s Law Office, which spear-
headed the campaign to have
Burge face brutality charges, said
new information shows Burge and
his detectives were accused of 72
incidents of torture from 1973 to
1991.

Burge’s attorneys said they had
not been informed of the new
allegations.
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Deniés brutallty

A »retlred ‘fo_r;gépsﬁ':" pathologlst
the mJumes conwcted cop killer
Andrew‘Wllson sustamed

resembled‘scratch marks whxch

In the Special swsmn Saturday
of the dxsmlssal “hearings of.
suspended Area 3 Commander Jon
Burge , and twq_" detectlves Dr.
Werner prtz exammed blown-up
photographs’ of Wﬂson s head and
chest taken while he was detamed
at Cook County Jail..

Spltz reportedly test1ﬁed the
scratchés of abrasions may have
been caused by a fingernail or
another “object. *His evaluatlon
refutes_the testimony “'of forensic
pathologlst Dr. Robert Knschner,
who said Wilson’s injuries were’
consistent w1th ‘his allegations of
being burniéd ori a radiator. ™~

Wilson testlfled Iast month ﬁ'lati

Burge electro shockedlum, burned
him, pomted a gun at his head and
beat him in February 1982 follow-

ing the shooting deaths of two

police officers. -
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Alleged police torture
case on hold for now

by Scott Burnham

A Clucago Police Board hearing
slated to decide the fate of three
high-ranking officers accused of
torturing a suspect nearly 10 years
ago was delayed Monday after city
prosecutors were granted a cont1
nuance.’

The motion, requested by at-
torney Dan Reedy, was granted by
the’ c1v1111an pohce board Monday
mormng a§” reporters, ‘police’ of-
ficérs ""d members of police wat-"
chdog groups flooded into the 0.W.,
Wilson_ Audlbonum at Pohce head
quarters

' A’status hearmg is scheduled for
mid-December and the hearing

- will begm Jan 21 1992 ofﬁcxals

said.”’

Area 3 detectlve Commander'

. ty, objected to the postponement
and demanded an immediate trial.

- Commenting on the possibility of
including the testimony of other
suspects who have accused Burge
of torture, insiders predicted the
board will' limit the number of

witnesses. Kunkle said he’d “like!
to see live witnesses for a change.” ,
* “Pve tried it four times,” said
Kunkle” while™ leavmg the
- auditorium. *‘A federal jury exon—’z
erated these police officers before
they heéard all of the evidence.” -

" While Reedy refused to comment
* on ‘the ‘case,” Wilson’s former at:
‘torney; Flint Taylor, said he would
welcome the mclusxon of other*
w1tnesses T R

: “There s physxcal there S medl-
cal evidence,” saxd /Taylor, - “but

H

Jon Burgé was suspended without 'this makes it even stronger when-
pay earlier this month for alleged- there’s a pattern of 40 people over'
1y torturing Andrew Wilson in 1982, a penod of 15 years who have been

hours .. after Wilson allegedly
murdéered two Chlcaéo «pohce of-
ficers on the Far South Sxde :

*Staiy

ho has’ repf ]
hrm m cml,wstate and fede ral,
casas mvolvmg chargos of brutah-

(”L v k678237

/ — Y n (L-750Y

. . Y ?.I'SV.OJ

Jtortured aud mlstreated by these
men P e ‘

tis f Durmg a le nghts trxaI in
jiled by

1989 rnBurge wasgcleared of thet
charges However, ithe jury found
sthe, abuse of - suspected copkillers

. f:ohce {head-
th‘e' 3hearmg,

2 e % EEX

Atc_) the Wﬂson cgsé |

ML L2 SR >
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Lawsuit alleges chief |
liable for brutality naema:

Portions of a federal lawsuit were
unsealed by a U.S. District judge on
Wednesday alleging that police
Supt. LeRoy Martin was partly re-
sponsible for the abuse of a prisoner
who was arrested by Cmdr. Jon
Burge and interrogated by detectives
under Burge’s command in 1983.

Martin denied the charge and has

said he has no knowledge of brutali-
ty while he was area commander.
- After 31 hours of questioning by
Burge’s detectives, the prisoner,
Gregory Banks, confessed to a mur-
der. But after spending 7 years in
jail, Banks was released because the
Ilinois Appellate Court ruled that
his confession was obtained through
brutality. Banks was retried in 1990
and the charges were dismissed.

In October, Banks filed a federal
civil rights lawsuit. In portions un-
sealed, his attorney, G. Flint Taylor,
alleges that Martin was responsible,
in part, for the abuse because he
was area commander at the time
Banks was questioned.

Meanwhile, the Chicago Police
Board hearing involving allegations
of brutality and torture by Burge
and two other officers continued
Wednesday, with attorneys com-
pleting therr questioning of Andrew
Wilson, another prisoner who has
said he was abused.

Wilson has charged that he was
tortured in 1982 after his arrest for
the murder of two police officers.
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3 cops face
hearing in-
torture case

By ‘Sharman Stein
and John Kass

7 "A-January date has been set for a
Police Board hearing at which the
city will seek to dismiss three Chica-
20 police officers accused of tor-
turmg a prisoner in 1982,

The date was set Monday during a
preliminary hearmg in the case,
which ' involves Brighton Park Area
Detéctive Cmdr. Jon Burge and De-
tectives John Yucaitis and Patnck
!O’Hara.
tMea.nwhlle, Mayor Richard M.

y defended his decision ot to

e action agamst the officers when
he was state’s aftorney in 1982, ex-

laimng that the alleged victim of
the ‘abuse, Andrew Wilson, fefuséd
to ;Cooperate with his office at_the
tlme
'3 None of the accused officers was
present at the hearing Monday
‘morming in police headquarters. At-
torneys retained by the police union
fo defend them, Joseph Roddy and -
William Kunkle Jr., objected to the'
*déldy. ‘sought’ by Daniel Reidy, the;
ouitside counsel hired by the city to

EXMRYE)

pursue the’ dlsmlssals

,@ Reidy, a’former assistant U.S. at-|
t()rr €y, made his’ fust appearance on’
he' case ‘Monday. - -

The board agreed_ to -delay th _i

I

=f.4

heanng until Jan Jan 217 A prehxmnary
status‘heanng is tentattvely p!anned
'for Dec

physmlly abusmg Wﬂson aﬁer -ar-
tChwag

sterfermg with'
I" The officers were a_ggmtted of the

N G- (67823
[k (-7

charges in; a federal trial stemxmng

. from a"civil lawsuit, but an_internal
ucams are; accused of

poli .mvestlgatlon completed in

‘October conclided that the men did

partxclpate in the :abuse of Wilson.

... They are cunenﬂy suspended w1th-
X 1§ ,;outxpa'y
raccused of Staridingby-and’ not in: .

n and His™ brother, Jackle,
-later .convigted of- the murders
| are“serving:life seritences with-

WC
. and

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1228
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After a speaking engagement
Monday, Daley defended his ad-
ministration’s decision to seek the

_officers’ dismissals. He also said he"

hadn’t pursued -criminal charges’

. against them as state’s attorney in

1982 because accusations they faced
involved violations of Police Depart-.

- ment regulations.
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Torture Brought Against
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Indexing:

Further testimony of torture
brought against Burge and cops

ﬂby Scott Burnham

A third witness appearing in the
idismissal proceedings against Jon
‘Burge and two detectives testified
IThursday the commander suf-
ifocated him and subjected him to a
lgame of Russian roulette while
|questioning him regarding an

“\armed robbery in 1985.
{ Shadeed Am’min, 48, was taken’

linto custody Oct. 30, 1985, in con-
}nection with the robbery of a
'Brown’s Chicken restaurant, in the
111600 block of South Western
wAvenue that left an employee with
a gunshot wound to his midsection.
The incident occurred months be-
fore Am’min’s arrest.

Sitting in a chair with his hands
.cuffed behind him, Am’min alleg-
.ed Burge took a vinyl.typewriter

.cover on two occassions and

,secured it over his head, rendering
him unconscious both times.

On the third attempt, Am’min
'said he “hollared for help,” caus--

jing Burge to stop suffocating him..

Am’min said the alleged abuse
convinced him to confess to the
crime. The day after the question-
ing, he signed a statement confess-
ing he drove the get-away car.
Am’min alleged, when he agreed
to sign the statement, he neglected
to examine a section stating he
was freated fairly by the policé

_ and that his Miranda rights were

read to him.

Am’min, a former parking lot
attendent and leather crafter,
waited before he made the allega-
tions of abuse for several days
when he sought medical treatment
for troubled breathing.

The assistant state’s attorney

_ who met with Am’min for the sign-

ing of the ceonfession in the
presence of police officers is ex-
pected to take the stand Friday.
According to Am’min, Burge
emptied five bullets from a loaded

* revolver he kept in his drawer,

spun the chamber and “clicked it
three times” at the suspect’s head.

One of Burge’s atterneys, Joseph

Roddy, attempted to discredit this:

portion of Am’min’s testimony by
questioning why Burge would risk
shooting a hand-cuffed suspect in
the head at the police station.
Echoing the statements of An-
drew Wilson and Melvin Jones,
Am’min alleged Burge told him it
was not worth reporting the alleg--
ed attack, “because no one will
believe you.” During the testimo-

ny, however, Am’'min never men-

tioned being elecfroshocked. ]
Both Wilson and Jones have.
alleged Burge shocked them in,

"addition to other tortures. J

Flynt Tayler, a lawyer for,
Wilson in a criminal trial,
speculated Burge may have trick-
ed Am’'min in believing the gun|
was loaded or may have stopped|
the procedure when a bullet before
a bullet would have been;
discharged.

Taylor added similar complaints|
of abuse from at least 50 other!
suspects stand to confirm,
Am’min’s story.
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’ Indexing:
Chicago Police Board cases

1856, 1857 and 1858—the cases of
Cmdr. Jon Burge and Detectives
John Yucaitis and Patrick
O’Hara—concluded Thursday with
the officers’ counsel arguing that
there is not ample evidence of mis-
deeds to uphold their firings.

Also in closing hearings, the city
recapitulated its rationale for dis-
missing the three men.

The case has focused cn:yw1de at-
tention on allegations of brutality,
torture and excessive force in the
Police Department. It is the most
extensive case of its kind in the po-
lice board’s history.

Burge and Yucaitis are accused
of brutalizing and torturing con-
victed cop killer Andrew Wilson in
February 1982, and O’Hara of
knowing about the abuse but doing-
nothing to stop it.

The hearings have lasted six
weeks and have included about two
dozen witnesses.

The final ruling, which will be
made by the nine-member civilian
police board, is not expected for
several months.

Mark Iris, executive director, said
it will likely take at least a month
to compile the 5,000 to 10,000
pages of testxmony from this
hearing and previous judicial pro-
ceedings, upon which the board
members will base their decision.
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Final arguments in cop torture case

By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

Five weeks of testimony and

'exhibits “clearly show” Police
Cmdr. Jon Burge and two of his
,men treated convicted cop killer
Andrew Wilson “like a piece of
. human garbage,” a Police Depart-
ment special. counsel contended
Thursday.

In a three-hour final argument., -

attorney Daniel Reidy told a Po-

lice Board brutality hearing that
Wllson “‘committed horrible
crimes”’—the February, 1982,
murder of two Chicago policemen.

But Wilson was “a human
being ... entitled to the protec-
tion of police” who, Reidy said,
instead tortured him to extract a
confession that he shot the offi-
cers. '

Howevez, William Kunkle, chief

,'t:ounsel for Burge and detectives
John YucamS'an&Pamck ©O'Hara,- -

O —

said the lengthy hearing demon-
strated “conclusively” that Wil-
son’s tale of being tortured with
electrical shocks, suffocation,

“Russian roulette” and beatings -

was “totally incredible.”

“The evidence stinks,” Kunkle
said.

Although Reidy stressed that
Wilson’s story was “supported by
medical evidence,” and by contra-
diétions in the police officers’ sto-

= - --- Turn to-Page 58
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FINAL ARGUMENTS IN COP TORTURE CASE

Burge

Continued from Page 5

ries, Kunkle told hearing officer
Michael Berland the case must
stand or fall on Wilson’s credibil-
ity, “which is nil.”

“You’re not allowed to take a
man’s job away . .. ruin his repu-
tation, take his family’s livelihood,
if you have to read between the
lines,” Kunkle said during 3%
hours of summation.

Based on an investigation by
the Police Department’s Office of
Professional Standards, Supt. Le-
Roy Martin suspended the three
men without pay in November
and recommended that the Police
Board fire them. The Office of
Professional Standards said Burge
and Yucaitis tortured Wilson and
O’Hara condoned the mistreat-
ment by failing to report it.

Kunkle was expected to take
two more hours in closing today.

The lengthy transcript of testi-
mony from 39 witnesses, plus
more than 200 exhibits, will go to
the nine-member civilian Police
Board, which will decide the offi-
cers’ fate. No decision is expected
for more than two months.

Reidy ridiculed the claim of
Burge and other officers that
Burge—widely reputed to be a
“hands on” commander—hadn’t
personally questioned Wilson or
even entered the Area 2 detective
headquarters interrogation room,
although the case was “the most
important of his career ...
watched by-everyone on the force
from the superintendent on
down.”

Reidy said two officers appat-
ently “didn’t get the word” about
backing: Burge’s *‘noninvolve-
ment”, story. A detective who sat

outside the interview room and a
“wagon man” who came to take
Wilson to the central lockup both
testified in earlier proceedings
that they saw Burge in the room,
Reidy noted.

O’Hara’s conduct was “almost

as bad as the others,” Reidy ar-,
gued, because officers who keep .

silent about the abuse of prisoners
encourage mistreatment by other
police.

Recalling that Burge had de-
scribed Wilson as a “piece of hu-
man garbage,” and that Officers
William Fahey and Richard
O'Brien had been the third and
fourth lawmen shot to death in
Burge’s area within three weeks,
Reidy said:

“The police felt they were un-
der siege. Four ‘brothers’ had been
killed.” So the goal was “to break
that piece of garbage, to make to
that piece of garbage cooperate.”

Kunkle cited numerous details
of how Wilson—now serving a life
sentence in the murders—had
changed his version of events dur-
ing two criminal trials and two
federal civil trials in which he
unsuccessfully sued police for
damages.

.A public defender and a County
Jail doctor indicated Wilson told
them he had been electro-shocked
on his genitals, “but Wilson now
denies ever saying that,” Kunkle
noted.

In court filings, Wilson has re-
ferred to being “interrogated,”
Kunkle said, yet Wilson insisted
while on the stand he was “never
actually questioned” about the
murders, just tortured until he
gave a statement.

During the 10 years of court
proceedings, Kunkle related,
“Wilson has even changed the

names_-of the police” -he says |

abused him.
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Burge hearing ends with emotional plea

By Charles Nicodemus
Stafi Writer

Wxth tears welling in his eyes -and
his voice cracking with emotion, the
lawyer for Cmdr. “Jon Burge and two
of his detéctives urged a police brutal-
ity hearing not to “believe’ that
{S.0.B.1.”

The target :of attorney William
Kunkle’s emotional final argument,
convicted cop killer Andrew Wilson,
accuses Burge and his men of using
torture to force his confession in the
1982 murder of two officers.

In a two-hour rebuttal to Kunkle’s
4%-hour summation, Daniel Reidy,
special counsel for the Police Depart-
ment, said: “It is indeed a sad day. .

It is not easy to stand here and ask for
the discharge of these three officers.

“They thoucrht it [torture] was all

right” because Wilson had killed two

~ policemen, Reidy suggested. He said

Burge and Detectives John Yucaitis
and Patrick O’Hara “thought Wilson
was a plece of human garbage” and
the abuse “was all right, to secure a
conviction they believed was just.
“But that cannot be- accepted ...

even 10 years later,” Reidy told hear-

ing examiner Michael Berland.

Wilson was so battered by the time
he was delivered to the central lockup,
“he looked like the wreck of the Hes-
perus,” Reidy said, and the lockup
keepers refused to accept him until he
received medical attention.

Such “systematic” brutality “cannot
be condoned,” Reidy argued.

Kunkle saxd however, that none of ’

the doctors who examined Wilson or
testified at the long Ierral proceedings
the case has spawned ‘agreed on a

_diagnosis” of what Wilson's injuries

were or how they were suffered.
“And even if you believed them,
there’s no proof as to who did it”
among the various officers who had
contact with Wilson, Kunkle said.
Reidy said the defense’s theory of
the case “simply doesn’t hold water.”
On the one hand, Reidy said, the
officers claim that Wilson—a career
criminal with a history of refusing to
confess to lesser crimes—“wrote him-
self a [potential] ticket to the electric
chair” by voluntarily confessing imme-
diately after his arrest, and gave a
formal statecment 11 hours later.
“Then they say that in less than an
hour,” Wilson supposedly began
“scheming and conniving” to produce

" his torture story, Rexdy said. “It just

doésn’t make sensc. It just didn’t hap-
pen that way.”
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Agreeing with Jefferson, Taylor
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by Chinta Strausberg :

Police Board Commisjoner Nan- said: “If the police board exoner- Indexing:
cy Jefferson; officials from the ates Burge, they will be acting in a
SCLC and elected legislators warn similar manner to the way the
that Chicago is ripe for Los white juryinL.A. acted.”
Angeles-style riots if Comander Mayor Richard M. Daley,
Jon Burge — accused of torturing meanwhile, said he was “com-
Black suspects — is exonerated. pletely surprised” by the Rodney

Jefferson sais she understands King verdict.
why Blacks in L.A. are rioting. - “The videotape of King’s arrest
“People have gone to the wall,” was by all appearances a dramatic
she said, noting L.A. has not been and frightening use of excessive
out of control since the infamous force by the police officers,” Daley
1965 Watts riots. ’ said.

She warned the same thing can. The Rev. Donald Benedict, a
happen in Chicago if Burge,. consultant to Clergy and Laity
charged with torturing several Concerned, said the Burge case
Black suspects in his custody, and has the potential of creating
two officers under his command similar problems in Chicago.
are exonerated by the police He called on the mayor to
board. T assemble a summit conference to

“The leaders of this nation have' study racisrg needed ~ tg* avert
to answer to what is-right,” -she anotherI.,.A. riot. ) )

Said. ”They cannotcoverttﬁs‘up'" Benedlct, WhO 1:5 Whlte, sees the

NAACP Executive Director Syd problem as a white one. “It’s the
Finley called the Ring verdict prejudice of whites that has been
.“clearly an abortion of justice”, g;lnl‘]‘; into the_thsy;tem:..mto the
and said riots could happen in g system, the housing, school
Chicago. systems .;(; Iihat people of coku;s geg

Ald. Dorothy Tillman (3) said Amedlconter Y 85pecl of
the verdict is indicative of a
‘“‘whole new wave of racism that is
sweeping America. We are being
pushed up against the wall, being
totally disrespected and the power
structure is trying to turn back the
clock.” . . '

Aldermen Rickey Hendon (27)
and Robert Shaw (9) called on the
mayor to take a firm stand against
police brutality.

' Attorney Flint Taylor, one of the Yo/ g7 23 AUBAS
lawyers for Andrew Wilson — who P o— :
shot a policeman and accused e
Burge of tortuing him during an “’“’%mg%
investigation into the shooting — 5 L in
fears similar action may take 5?& ( G2 MAY & 1892
place in Chicago if Burge is exon-
erated. SU—OHICAGD o 4
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Burge case decision
still months away

By JACK BEARY
Staff Writer

CHICAGO — The long, hot
summer probably will pass before
the Chicago Police Board decides
whether Brighton Area Cmdr.
Jon Burge and two of his detec-
tives brutalized a prisoner and
should be fired, officials said
Tuesday.

Board officials said it would
take all summer to plow through
piles of transcripts of testimony
from five weeks of public hear-
ings in the controversial case,

But civil rights activists and
supporters of the three officers
said the delay stemmed from city
officials’ fears that a decision fa-
voring Burge might provoke ex-
treme public outcry during sum-
mer months, when street ten-
sions are already running hot.

Burge and Detectives John
Yucaitis and Patrick O’Hara have
been suspended without pay since
Nov. 8, when they were accused
of misconduct by the Office of
Professional Standards in the
case of Andrew Wilson.

Burge and Yucaitis are accused
of beating and torturing Wilson,
later convicted of the 1982 mur-
ders of two police officers. O'Hara
is charged with knowing about
the abuse and failing to report it.
The two detectives served under
Burge in the 1980s in the Pull-
man Area headquarters.

The hearing, which began with
Wilson’s testimony on Feb. 10,
concluded March 19. Four car-
tons of hearing transcripts and
exhibits were given to the nine
board members earlier this
month, officials said.

The Task Force to Confront
Police Violence said it planned to

protest the slow pace of delibera-
tions. 1t is one of several activist
groups challenging city officials to

.discipline officers who beat or

abuse criminal suspects and pris-
oners,

“There will be a demonstra-
tion at the July 9 meeting of the
police board,” said Jeffrey Haas,
an attorney for the Peoples Law
Office, which has represented sev-
eral clients alleging police mis-
treatment.

Haas said the police board was
afraid to rule during the summer
because members didn’t want a
repeat of rioting that took place
in Los Angeles after four white
police officers were acquitted of
beating a black motorist.

“I'm not optimistic they’re go-
ing to decide this in July or even
in August,” Haas said. “I don’t
think the situation in L.A. makes
them want to move very fast.”

John Dineen, president of Fra-
ternal Order of Police Lodge 7,
which represents the city’s 12,000
police officers, said he also antici-
pated no decision until August or
September.

“Probably not until after the
kids are back in school,” Dineen
said.

Albert Maule, police board
president, said the complicated
case could take the rest of the
summer to decide.

“l can almost assure you it
won’t be before a couple of more
months,” Maule said. “You can
take the rest of the summer off.”

But Maule denied claims that
the deliberations were dragging
because of a concern about public
reaction to the outcome.

And Maule said the board had
-other disciplinary matters to take

up.

*
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Arca 3 Police Accused

The Sept 25 murder investiga-
tion that led to allegations of po-
lice torture does not represent the
first time Area 3" violent crimes

degectwe& were accused of mis-

0se_violations Of S aw
and department regulations are a

more typical example of how po-
lice sometimes cross legal bounds
when investigating the increasing
number of violent crimes that in-
volve children.

Police and _defense attorneys
differ about the prevalence of the
problem.

“We always try to get one of the
parents in there,” said Area 3
Violent Crimes Commander John
Regan. “If we don’t have them, we
have a youth officer stand in for
the parent.” -

“There’s only one mstance I can
think of in probably 500 [violent
crime] offenses I've handled in-
volving minors in which a waiting
relative was given access during
questioning,” said Assistant Pub-
lic Defender Martha Fitzsimmons.
“They won’t do it because they're

'_01' Misconduct Before

afraid parents won’t let them

talk.”

19-cv-4048(FBI)-1260

Associate Judge Stuart Lubin
threw out their statements May
14, saying the circumstances of
their questioning cast doubt on
their reliability. The state’s attor-
ney’s office then dropped the
charges. —Deborah Nelson
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Here is a history of electroshock allegations against
Chicago police:

1989: Convicted cop-killer Andrew Wilson lost a highly
publicized federal suit seeking damages from police, saying
he was subjected to electroshock by Area 2 Violent Crimes
Cmdr. Jon Burge and his detectives in 1982.

The state appellate court ruled in favor of Gregory
Banks, who said he confessed to murder after Burge and
other officers beat him, hindered his breathing and subject-
ed him to Russian Roulette in 1983. The court overturned
his conviction.

December, 1990: Amnesty International called for an
investigation into human rights violations by police, based
on the Wilson case and other allegations of torture un-
garthed by “the “fion-profit People’s Law Office.

“Boptainbér, 1991+ Burge “was -commander of Area 3

Electroshock Accusations Go Back to 1989

saduly 31,1992
Edig‘oj,:ve Star Sports Final

Te.Flectroshock Accusations
Go Back to 1989

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting OfficeCh j cago

Indexing'

Violent Crimes when detectives there investigated the
shooting of Alfredo Hernandez. Teens brought in for
questioning say police beat and shocked them. Burge was
not involved in the questioning nor was he aware of the
case, his attorney said.

November, 1991: The Police Department recommended
firing Burge for his role in the Wilson case. He has been
suspended pending a Police Board decision on whether the
firing is justified.

February, 1992: The federal court ordered release of a
secret 15-month-old internal city report that found “sys-
tematic” abuse of suspects by some Area 2 detectives
during the 1970s and 1980s. Half the 50 allegations ,
investigated purportedly involved Burge. Mayor Daley and {
Police Supt. Leroy Martin criticized the report as poorly
researched, and officidls took no ¢orrective action;
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AUG. 8 1989.

. Burge and: fwo- other

< officersare cleared .
j'b “afederat jury-of
.‘~~cmi.charges they ™

-tottured Andrew .

- Wilson: (pictured)

‘policyot.using
axcessive force

Butjury-says-city
asanunwritte

NOVEMBER,1990'
!Police intérnal
investigation-into
jpolice torture
icompleted, finds

:-héaded-by: Supt.

revidence of “‘syste- uspendsBurg_
matic" abuse. .,)-vwg;oz,lfpay,K N
. : i e
| oEcEMBER, | Hatesiyihe

1990: Amnesty

International

calls for

investigation of
| Chicago police

NOV. 8,1991 'The
- Police’Departient, -

-

' NOV. 25,
1891: Police _
Board
hearing
begins,
ending in late
March, 1992,

FEB. 10, .
1993: Burge
is fired, and
the two

other

officers are
suspended.

torture Icharges.
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By Larry Weintraub and Tim Gerber
Staff Writers

Some community activists said Wednes-
day’s rulings against Cmdr., Jon Burge
should be just another step toward their
ultimate goal: Criminal charges and jail
time for the police veteran.

But supporters of Burge called his firing
by the Police Board a “travesty of justice.”

“The Police Board has acted. Now it’s
time for the state’s attorney’s office and the
federal government to act,” said Judy Scul-
ly, spokeswoman for the African American
Defense Committee and the Chicago Con-
ference of Black Lawyers.

John Dineen, local president of the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, called the dismissal
a “travesty of justice” and *“a political
decision made by a political entity, and the

Some Hail Ruling, Others Assail ‘Travesty’

officers got the short end of the stick.”
“They've been through the civil trials and
the criminal trials and everybody [at those
trials] backed the policé officers,” he said.
At the Monroe District police station, 100
S. Racine, one officer said, “These kind of
things can come back to haunt relations

(indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.) Page 5
Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago, Illinois

pate: February 11,1993

Ediiof"inal Edition

Tite. Some Hail Ruling, Others
Assail 'Travesty'
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between police and the community if
they're not handled properly.” Another
said, “I just hate to see three good cops go
down.”

Flint Taylor, an attorney for alleged bru-
tality victim Andrew Wilson, said, “We
think the Police Department needs to clean
house of all those people.”

Joseph Roddy, an attorney for one of the
three accused officers, called the rulings
“amazing.” He said, “Thank heaven there
is an appellate process, and we are going
that way [to Circuit Court}, unequivocally.”

Special prosecutor Dan Reidy, who had
presented the Police Department’s case,
said, “It’s very clear they-spent a lot of time
on this matter ... in what I believe is the
way the Police Board is supposed to work.”

~Contributing: Andrew Herrmann,, Lee
Bey, Scott Fornek,
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By Sharman Stein

Acting on one of the most
divisive, long-lasting and heated
controversies in the history of the
Chicago Police Department, the
Police Board voted Wednesday to
dismiss Cmdr. Jon Burge on
charges that he tortured convicted
cop-killer Andrew Wilson 11 years
ago.

The board, which had con-
sidered the case for 15 months,
voted at the same time to reinstate
Detectives John Yucaitis and Pat-
rick O’Hara as of Friday.

Burge’s attorney said the case
will be appealed.

Yucaitis, O’Hara and Burge
were all suspended without pay in
November 1991 after an internal
investigation by the police office
of professicual standards charged
Burge and »yucaitis with torturing

Wilson, and O’Hara with knowing
about 'the mistreatment but doing
nothing to stop it.

Wilson and his brother, Jackie,
were convicted of killing Police
Officers William Fahey and Rich-
ard O’Brien on Feb. 9, 1982,

Burge is the highest-ranking Chi-
cago police officer dismissed in
nearly 20 years. The implications
of the case grew more controver-
sial during the past year when Los
Angeles érupted into riots after the
police officers charged with
beating Rodney King were ac-
quitted.

“We found that the [police] de-
partment proved by a prepon-
derance of evidence that Cmdr.
Burge did physically abuse Andrew
Wilson,” said Albert Maule, presi-
dent of the Police Board, during a
news conf 2nce in his downtown

(indicate page, name of Page 1
Chicago Tribune
Chicago, Illinois
Date: February 11,1993
BdiionNorth Sports Final

Tite: POlice Board Fires
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Burge For Brutality

Indexing"

Police Board fires Burge for brutality

law offices.

The most convincing fact in the .

case, Maule said, were the burn
marks on Wilson’s thigh, cor-
roborating his testimony that
Burge had handcuffed him against
a radiator.

The board also found convinc-
ing, Maule said, testimony from
two other criminal suspects who
testified that Burge also tortured
them while they were in custody.

The board recommended in its

See Burge, pg. 18
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Guilty of Abissing:
‘82 Murder Spspect

By’ Chiaries “Nicodermus
" Staft Writer |

“The-Chicago Police-Board-on.Wednesday-
found Cmdr.Jon Bufge-guilty..of “physical-
ly .abusing” an accused. cop :killer 11 years
ago and ordered the -controversial officer
fired from the police force. . .~
‘Concluding the ‘most .celebrated police
brutality case in ‘Chicago’s recent history,
the eight-member- board also- voted- to_sus-.
pend for 15 months.two of Burge’s-detec-
tives, John Yucaitis and, Patrick .O'Hara.
* Police Board Chairman ~Albert Maule
said” the board _concluded. that-- the “two,
veteran detectives knew about Buige’s Feb..
14, 1982, torture of careef criminal Andrew
Wilson but failed-to-stop it, report it or-get
Wilson medical attention. The board. found
Yugéaitis not guilty of. abusing -Wilson.
Since the suspensions date back to Now:
13, 1991, when th department’s ‘Office ‘of
Professional Standards, “brought charges,
Yucsitis and O’Hara will' be -eligible to
retutn to- dity tomorrow.” ’ :

.. Wilson; ‘Who. was twicé

‘dering Chicago p
hey.and
traffic stop:in 19
Police:Boatd:
been;tortured
. ‘He -said_h

f)

Richard

hear

nst:

tequiite. Jurors:
gt. the higher

d_“beyond. a"reas
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. By Charles Nlcodemus o
Staff. erter

Two: vetetan detectxves who served
15-month suspensions in the Andrew
Wilson police brutality case -will take
another. “hit” ‘when they teturn to-
work- today: They've been busted 1o
patrol ‘officers. -

Police spokesman William P. :Davis
said Detectives.John Yucaitis, 50, and
Patrick O’Hara, 53, are being. reduced
‘to. “their career rank” by Supt Matt
Rodnguez.

.“Fot O’Hara, who has 30 years of
serv1ce, it'will mean-a cut in pay from
about $50,500 to $48, 000: -For Yucams,
4 policeman for 28 yéars, the cut is
from about $49,000 to $46,700.

John- Dmeen, pre31dent of the Fra-

temal Order of Pohce, saxd a gnevance

will be filed ‘opposing :the demotions.

* The Police Board ruled Wednésday

that both had been aware that Cmdr. -
‘Jon Burge- had ~“physically abused”

suspected cop ‘killer Wilson during

- qugstionirig: in February, 1982, -but'

" had failed to-report it or seek medxcal
help for Wilson. -

Burge, who was. fired Wednesday byr

the Police Board, will ﬁle a “petition
~for admxmstratwe review” in Cll'CUlt
Cburt within 35 days, the first step in
- appealing his dismissal, according-to
his “attorney, Joseph Roddy

Burge, 45, who had 21 years of

:service, will be eligible. for his pension.

at age 50, police pension sources said.
In a pho‘ne call from the Pontiac
Correctional Center, where he is sefv-

February 12,1993
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Edition:
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ank

ing a life sentence for murdermg Chi-
cago police officers William Fahey and
Richard O’Brien; Wilson told one ‘of
his former lawyers, Jeffrey Haas:
“I’'m wvery pleased that Burge was
fired and teceived Justlce for torturing
mé. I’m upset Yucaitis” and another’

" officer—not O’Hara—he accused: -of

brutality “are not being fired.” Wilson-
Kad no ¢omment on O’Hara; whom he
“never -accused of mistreating him.

~‘Rodriguez said Thursday he was
“ashamed’” of any incident of brutality
by his officers but that the Chicago
Police Department remains “the best
in'the country.” Mayor Daley said the
Police Board action sends the message
that police “can’t mistreat the public”
and that the system for pumshmg
brutahty “does work.”

Cops In Brutality Case
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Chicago,

by. Lucille W. Younger

The African American Police
League Thursday hailed Wed-
nesday’s firing of Commander
Jon Burge but said the Chicago
Police Board's termination of the
man who allegedly employed
torture tactics to make a man
later convicted of Kkilling two
police officers confess was in-
complete.

-According to league President
Patricia Hill, the other officers
who were investigated along with
Burge, detectives John Yucaitis
and Patrick O’Hara, should also
havé been fired. Both officers
received 15-month suspensions.

(FIRING, from page 1)

at a sm—week» police board
meeting last year that he had
been tortured to-force his confes-
sion.

Despite the board’s less than
100 percent finding against all
three policemen, Hill, a police
officer assigned to the 5th
district, commended the board,
calling the decision the most
equitable and “best” the city has
had in years. She said, however,
the board has much more work
in front of it.

“There are over 70 cases of
(alleged) torture by police before
the board,” she said.

While Hill was pleased with the
board’s ruling, she warned that
other police department issues
need to be immediately address-
ed by African Americans..

“Yesterday’s (Wednesday )

.

City Council meeting was em-’

Police group greets
termination of Burge

Because they had been initially
suspended along with Burge in
November 1991, they are eligible
to return back to work as early
asFriday.

“If you have kncwledge of a
crime and you do nothing to pre-
vent it,” Hill said, “then you are
just asliable.”

Burge was found gmlty by the
board of “physically abusing”
Andrew Wilson in February 1982.

. Wilson, twice convicted of
-murder in the shooting deaths of

officers William Fahey and
Richard O’Brien during a routine
traffic stop in 1982, had testified

(See FIRING, page 24)

Burge firing hailed

barassing,” Hill said,

It had been reported that the
vote to delay the police contract,
which came under fire by the
league. and other police and
community organizations for its
lack of an affirmative action
clause, had been engineered by
AldEdH. Smith (28).

“The absence of that clause is
clearly illegal,” Hill said. She
said a permanent injunction
stating that an affirmative action
clause must be included in all ci-
ty contracts had been filed by a
circuit court judge following a
suit filed by the Afro-American
Patrolman League’s Renault
Robinson.

“This issue doesn’t just affect
police officers,” Hill said. “It af-
fects every African American in
the city” because it affects the
quality of police service
throughout Black neighborhoods.
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Mayor: Burge ruling
could stop brutality

by Chinta Strausberg

Mayor Richard M. Daley and
Police Supt. Matt Rodriquez
Thursday said the firing of Com-
mander Jon Burge, accused of us-
ing torture to elicit confessions,
will send a message to stop police
brutality.

Among other allegations, Burge
is accused of using an electrical
“black box’ to shock suspects.

Interviewed at the Harold
Washington Library during the se-
cond day of his educational sum-
mit, Daley, who has been under
fire from Black and white activists
who had accused the mayor of try-
ing to protect Burge, said, ‘“No one
should use any type of physical
abuse against any citizen in the ci-
ty, in the state and the nation....”

He praised the board for making
a “thorough review...and render-
ing a decision that was necessary
under the circumstances.”

Board President Albert Maule
made it clear. “These are just
three policemen out of more than
12,000 on the force and it is not an
indictment of the entire police
force,” Maule said.

Most officers are hard workmg
and do their jobs.”

However, Ald. Robert Shaw (9)
said the decision ‘“did not go far
enough.” He wants criminal
charges to be filed against Burge,
which according to the police
board’s 60-page ruling, found him
guilty of striking and/or kicking or
“otherwise physically” abusing or
maltreating murder suspect An-
drew Wilson and causing the pris-
oner injury.

During a taped WMAQ radio talk
show scheduled to air Sunday at 9
p.m., Rodriquez told reporters his

'department has lived through

worse scandals and that his
department’s “tattered unage is
not as tattered as it might seem.’

. Allegations of police brutality,
Rodriquez said, produce “no win: _

ners...”” He added, “We have a
good department. We don’t have a
department of torturers.”

During a WBBM radio taping
which will air Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,
Ald. Edward M. Burke (14), a
former policeman, said the ruling
“is not good for morale (because)
there are many good cops... They
got abad deal...

Maule said the climate surroun-
ding the.arrest of Wilson was a
tense one. He said the shooting
deaths of the two officers “were
the third and fourth murders of
law enforcement officers in-the ci-
ty within a two-week period...all in
Area 2..resulting in enormous
amount of tension...to capture the
assailants.” :

He was referrmg to Feb. 14, 1982
when accused cop killer Wilson
claimed he was.tortured by Area 2
police. Burge was commander of
detectives at the time.

On Feb. 9, 1982, officers William
Fahey and Richard O’Brien stop-
ped Wilson’s brown Chevrolet at 2
p.m. in the 8100 block of South
Morgan Avenue.

Wilson shot both officers then
took their revolvers and sped’off.
Burge, who was in charge of the
Area 2 Violent Crimes unit, took

charge of the investigation. Wilson

was arrested Feb. 14, 1982, Charg-
ing police brutality, Wilson filed a
civil lawsuit against the city, the
police department and three
detectives alleging that one officer
used the “black box,” an electrical
shock torture device, on him.

His charges caught the eye of
Amnesty International, which
blasted the City of Chicago for not
holding hearings and addressing
the problem.

The group called on the Ilinois
attorney general to probe the
charges after the “inadequate”
investigation by the Office of Pro-
fessional Standards and held sev-
eral City Hall press conferences
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denouncing the treatment of pris-
oners and alleged forced confes-
sions.

Finance Chairman Ald. Edward
M. Burke (14) held a hearing on
Christmas Eve in 1990 but was
criticized for selecting a day when
many aldermen were on vacation.

Rodriquez said to ignore the
ramifications of the board’s deci-
sion would be tantamount to
“hiding your head in the sand’”’ and
said the mistakes of the past will
help make his department better.

He has appointed a committee
headed by Assistant Deputy Supt.
Ray Risley of the Internal Affairs
Division to look into officers
displaying behavioral problems.

He was referring to the 7-1 vote
from ,the Chicago Police Board
Wednesday night to fire Burge and
to suspend two of his detectives,
John Yucaitis and Patrick Q’Hara,
for 15 months.

The dissenting vote was from
beard member :Russ Ewert,
formerly head of the Drexel Bank.
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Court

By Daniel"J. Lehmann
o - Staff Writer

The f' rmg of a Chlcago cop and
suspensions of two others in the al-
‘leged torture of a murder suspect were

Circuit Court’
judge. .
“Regrettably, I
“have to affirm the
decision of the Po-
lice Board” in dis-.
missing former
Cmdr. Jon Burge
and suspending.
for 15 months De-
tectives Patrick
O’Hara ‘and John’ AR SR
Yucaitis, Judge . Jon Burge
Thomas J. O'Brien said.

None of the men. was in the Daley
Center courtroom. . °

Burge was fired and O Hara and

upheld Thursday by a Cook County ‘

Yucams suspended a year ago today

. by the city’s Police. Board for the.
beating of Andrew Wilson in 1982. .

Wilson claimed that Burge .and oth-
er Chicago cops punched, kicked,

smothered and electrically shocked
him and forced him . -against a hot .

radiator to force a confessmn to the
murder of two police officers.

The Police Board discharged Burge .

for physwally abusing Wilsonh, and
susperided O'Hara and Yucaitis 'for

_failing to stop or report the abuse and .
get him medical attention.

Wilson was convicted of the mur-

. ders and sentenced to death. That was

overturned on appeal, on grounds his
confession had been coerced. He was
found guilty a second time and sen-
tenced to life in prxson, a term that is
being appealed.

.Last October, the 7th U.S. Circuit
Court. of Appeals granted Wilson a
-new _trial to seek damages for the

Backs Cop’s
Fi iring for Torture

trial erred in_ allowing a “torrent of

- said the Police Board “satisfi ed the
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injuries he sustained. .’I_’he appeals
court said a U.S. judge in a civil rights

inflammatory " evidence” to be intro-
duced.

0 Brzen said there was probably no_
comfort” to anyone in his opinion. He
requirements of due process” for
Burge, O'Hara and Yucaitis. .

Plus, he wrote, “There comes-a time
when even the mstltutxonal interest of
the courts must yield to a“paramount
public interest.- Based on the board’s
findings, that time has come in this
case. The public’s interest, indeed its
right, to be protected by a police force
which does not itself become the cb-
ject from which the citizens need pro-
tection is of such great importance -
that [certain legal considerations] can-
not stand in the way of the Police
Department’s disciplinary proceed-
ings.
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Chicago Tribune

By Andrew Fegelman
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

When a judge announced Thurs-
day that he couldn’t reinstate for-

mer Chicago Police Cmdr. Jon
Burge to the job he lost following
charges of torturing convicted
cop-killer 'Andrew Wilson more
than a decade ago, a smattering of
applause ﬁlled the courtroom.

‘The reaction may have been a
réflection of the emotion that has
surrounded one’of the longest and
thost controversial chapters in the
history of the Chicago Police De-
partment.

*Burge’s detractors 1mmed1ate1y

cept to say “Regrettably I have to
affirm the ruling of the police
board.” .

. Burge had claimed the city
couldn’t allege wrongdoing on the
part of an officer before the Police
Board when the city had denied
any misconduct in federal court
as a defendent in a brutality
lawsuit filed by Wilson.

" -year after the Police Board ruled
that there was sufficient evidence

officer, John Yucaitis, tortured
Wilson into confessing to the mur-
der of two Chicago police officers,

O’Brien’s decision comes .one,

to prove that Burge and a second

Yucaitis and a third officer in-

Judge upholds firing
of ohce commander

praised the decision,. which
upholds a ruling by the Police
Board, for sending a message that
police ‘brutality and bad cops -
won't be tolerated.

Among those praising the deci-
sion were members of a coalition
of citizens groups who had orga-
nized a protest for Monday out-

side Mayor Richard Daley’s City

Hall office in the event Burge was
reinstated. Some worried about
unrest in the black commumty if
the Police Board’s decision. in the

case loaded with rac1al overtones
was reversed.

Burge’s supoorters -maintained

" the case wds stacked from the

volved ‘in-the murder’ investiga--

tion, Patrick O’Hara, were sus-
pended but later remstated
O’Hara was charged with doing

nothing to stop the mistreatment, .

Throughout more than a month
of testimony before the Police
Board and again in the case be-
fore O'Brien, there was sharp dis-
agreement over exactly what hap-
pened beginning on Feb. 14, 1982,
when Wilson was arrested for the
fatal shooting of the two officers.

Wilson claimed that after his ar-
rest, he was cuffed to a ring on a
wall in anh interrogation room and

. left hanging over a radiator. At

various times, he contended, he

tghicago, Illinois
eationt ebruary 11, 1994
North Edition
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start -against Burge, one of the

highest ranking Chicago police of-
ficers ever dismissed from the

, force.

“This we feel is a miscarriage of
justice,” said William Nolan, pres-
ident of the Fraternal Order of Po-

* lice. “In this entiré case, there is

not one shred of-evidence. It's
strictly a political victory and

-that’s what this is, political.”

The decision barring Burge

- from returning to the police force
-was contained in a 89-page

opinion handed down Thursday
‘by -Cook Courity Circuit Judge
Thomas O’Brien. O’Brien elaborat-
.ed little beyond his findings ex-

was punched and kicked and his

-arm was burned with a cigarette.

Wilson and his brother Jackie
were convicted of killing the two
officers, The Illinois Supreme
Court "overturned Andrew Wil-
son’s conviction, but he was found
guilty a second time in a retrial.

Andrew Wilson has twice
brought civil rights charges
against the city and the Police De-
partment in federdl court. The

. first trial ended in a hung jury

and the jury in the second ftrial .
found Burge and the other officers
not personally responsible. That

-decision was reversed in October

and a third trial is pending.
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ity Rejects
iability for
Burge

. By Deborah Nelson ~
. Staft Writer

In an about-face, the city says it is not
legally liable for injuries caused by former
police Cmdr. Jon Burge, who was fired last
Yyear for torturing suspected criminals,

City attorneys took that unusual position
on the verge of a multimillion-dollar settle-
ment between Burge and Andrew Wilson, a
convicted police killer who is suing Burge in
federal court for shocking and beating him.

The city normally pays judgments and

settlements arising out of civil suits against
police, whether for negligence or miscon-
duct.
" But the city is not responsible in this
«case because the torture was “willful and
wanton” behavior otside Burgé’s authority
-as a police officer, said Nina Cadsawan, of
the city legal department.

That makes him personally responsible-
for any damages, she said, although the city
‘will continue to pay his. legal fees. _ -
i The décision provoked protests from at-

. “MORNINGLINE . 5.

Should the city pay for injuries
caused by Police Cmdr. Jon Burge,
fired last year for torturing suspects?
“Yes: (312) 408-3641 -
. No: {312) 408-3642
Phone tines open untit 6:3G p.m..today. (A charge for

@ local cell to downtown Chicago epplies.) Results.in .
tomorrow's Sun-Times.

T L O L LT T

Two trials. The first ended thh a hung jury. 1
‘In the.second, the jurors found a pattern of}
abuse but did not hold the officers liable.
‘Wilson appealed that decision and in Octo-
-ber won a retrial against the police officers,
but not against the city. The prospect of a}
thlrd trial gave rise to the settlement talks.”

. Meanwhile, the Police Board conducted.
hearmgs on the torture allegations. and’
found a pattern of abuse that led to the,
firing last year of Burge and the suspensxon"
of two detectives. * .- - - .. .. :

Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago, Illinois
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Won’t Settle C()p Torture Case-

“torneys for Burge and Wilson and from
police union officials who said it flies in the
face of city policy and legal reapo'nsibilities.
“This takes me by the greatest surprise,’
sajd William J. Kunkle Jr., who_is being
paid by the <city to represent‘ Burge.
Kunkle disclosed the ¢ity’s new stance in
federal court Tuesday during a status hear-
ing on Wilson’s lawsuit. He said he and
other attorneys involved in the case.were
about to sit down last week to work out a
settlement when a city attorney called to

- inform him of the <city’s position. .
Kunkle asked at the hearing for a month
- to decide whether to take legal action to try .
- to force-the city to pay. )
Cadsawan said the city will -continue to

pay Burge’s legal fees. By ordinance, the
city must pay for the defense of police

officers. in. civil Buits, but not the resultmg -

Judgments ,or aettlements if the -officers®

actions exceeded their authority, she saxd

.The settlement was expected to reach
seven figures—with $1.5 million in legal
fees accrued by the attorneys who spent
years ¢ompiling evidence that Burge and
other police officers routinely abused Wil-
son and numerous other suspects.

G. ‘Flint Taylor, one of those attorneys,
said the rest of any settlement would go to
Wilson. But he would have to pay a multi-
million-dollar judgment against him to ‘the
family of one of his victims, Taylor said.

Wilson was convicted in 1982 of shooting
to death two police officers during a routine
traffic stop. -The torture allegedly took
place after his arrest.

Wilson subsequently- filed suit against
Burge, several other detectives and the city,
accusing .them of beatmg, suffocating and
shocking him with an electric device.

The'city fought the allegations through
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Burge loses bid
to be reinstated

A judge on Monday refused to
reinstate former Chicago Police
Cmdr. Jon Burge on the basis of a
March letter sent to Burge in
which Chicago officials said the
city wouldn’t protect him against
a civil suit arising from allega-
tions that Burge tortured convict-
ed cop Kkiller Andrew Wilson.

Burge cited the letter as evi-
dence that city officials were ac-
cusing him of police misconduct
and wouldn’t indemnify him
against the civil allegations while
simuitaneously arguing in federal
court that Burge hadn’t mis-
treated Wilson after his arrest in
1982. The letter was dated March
28, a week after Cook County Cir-
cuit Judge Thomas O’Brien
upheld a police board decision
dismissing Burge.

On Monday, O’Brien said he had
some doubts about the evidence
against Burge, but he refused to
alter his earlier ruling.
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2 Detectives
In Brutality

Their Rank

By Charles Nicodemus
Staff Writer

An arbitrator has ordered that two
polite investigators who were demoted
for comphclty with former Lt. Jon
Burge in a controversial police brutal- -
ity case be restored to their former:
‘rank of detective.
~ The arbitrator, Alex Elson, also
ruled that Officers John Yucaitis and

for O’'Hara and $2,300 for Yucaitis.
The Police Board fired Burge on
Feb. 11, 1993, on charges that he’
sanctmned the abuse and torture of’
'career criminal Andrew Wilson, who
was arrested and later convicted in the
murder of two Chicago. police officers.
The board also ruled that Yucaitis.and
O’Hara were aware of Wilson’s mis-
treatment and didn’t report it.
Yucaitis and O’Hara, who had been
suspended with 'Burge 15 months ear-
lier, were given 15-month suspensxons,
which meant that they returned to’
work after the board ruling.
! The next day, Police Supt. Matt
Rodriguez announced that the two
men were being demoted to their civil
service rank of police officer on the
ground that they could not perform.
‘effectively as detectives, . questioning
ysuspects and dealing with the public.
' = sfueadavs «Flson sruled: that, under'

Case Regain
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Patrick O’Hara receive detective’s:
back pay for the period of their.demo-
.- tions, which will mean nearly $2,000
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|
|Patrick O’Hara (left) and John Yucaitis, demoted in connection with a
ipolice brutality case, are to be restored to their former rank of détective
-and receive pack pay under an arbitrator’s ruling. ¢ il !

'the department’s contract with the.
Fraternal Order of Police, officers

could only be punished once for an
infraction, so the suspensions were the

jonly disciplinary actions permitted.

| FOP President William Nolan said
here-are “‘many administrative detec-

tive positions” that do mot -involve
field investigations or questioning sus- :
pects. Rodriiuez said, “I strongly dis-
agree with the ruling,” and: it'may be
appealed. S

Burge is appealing his disinissal in
Cireuit Court. -
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