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civilian of the year
February 16, 2016

Garry Boulden
The impact of a violent crime can devastate
victims and their families without the care and
kindness provided by SPD’s Victim Advocates.
Victim Advocate Garry Boulden provides a
gentleness and kindness that should be
modeled by victim advocates throughout the
industry. Garry has a remarkable ability to
communicate and show appropriate empathy
in all manner of crises. Garry is willing to
meet new challenges as proven in his work at
the SR530 Mudslide and the clinical
contributions he provided following the
Marysville Pilchuck High School shooting.
Garry, in addition to his tireless work as a
victim advocate, provides clinical support for
the countless number of Department
personnel in need of peer support resources.

A Homicide and Assault Crime Victim Advocate, Garry Boulden has been
working with crime victim families for 25 years. Garry is a constant source of
comfort and compassion for the families of murder victims, guiding these
families through the difficult process of long and tiresome murder trials. These
trials require his daily presence with the family in the courtroom. Garry serves
these families with a calming and compassionate demeanor coupled with a
working knowledge of courtroom protocol and procedure. Garry has dedicated
his life to the service of crime victims and their families, and while doing so,
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SPD’s homicide detectives have been given more time to actively investigate
and prepare for pending murder trials. SPD’s Homicide Detectives are grateful
for Garry’s “Excellence” in community service, and believe he truly deserves to
be recognized for his years of dedicated service. A family that Garry recently
worked with said, “Thank you, Garry, for your help, compassion and support
towards our family during the days, weeks, months… following the Seattle
Pacific University tragedy. We appreciate all that you do."

Civilian of the Year is given to a civilian who demonstrates outstanding work on
a significant project or projects and exhibits an overall outstanding work ethic,
dependable and reliable response to problems, and a tenacity that results in
consistently high quality work products.
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