The Independent Review of the Metropolitan Police Service's handling of
non-recent sexual offence investigations alleged against persons of
public prominence

Introduction to publication Friday 4 October 2019

WARNING i The report which follows this introduction contains graphic
descriptions of sexual abuse that people may find upsetting and disturbing

If anyone has been affected by the content of the report, support and advice is
available by contacting London Survivors Gateway on 0808 8010860 or Rape Crisis
national helpline on 0808 802 9999.

Introduction

In February 2016, the former Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Lord Hogan-Howe,
asked retired High Court Judge, Sir Richard Henriques, to carry out a review into the
Metropol i tan RMPB)ihandlingkarseriescokabegations made by Carl
Beech, known as Operation Midland. Lord Hogan-Howe also asked that Sir Richard
review other separate investigations into allegations of non-recent sexual offences so
that the MPS could learn any lessons from that review.

Sir Ri subsequdnd meport examined eight MPS investigations. He outlined
serious failings in Operation Midland (Chapter 21 allegations made by Carl Beech aka
0 N i) ankl ®peration Vincente (Chapter 3 - an investigation into an allegation from a
different complainant alleging rape by Lord Brittan.)

The MPS has apologised for significant mistakes identified by Sir Richard. In
commissioning the review, the MPS sought to open its investigations to significant
scrutiny with the intention of learning any lessons from these types of cases involving
historical allegations against persons of public prominence.

The MPS is today publishing three chapters of Sir Richard Henriques' Independent
Review:

T Chapter 1 entitl ed haslprewoasly deen gublishedRreav i e wb
redacted form, and the publication today removes the vast majority of those
redactions.

1 Chapter 2 is specifically focused on Operation Midland (allegations from Carl
Beech) and the MPS is taking the highly unusual step of publishing significant
detail, including graphic, personal and sensitive information.

1 Chapter 3 is the investigation into Operation Vincente (an allegation of rape
against Lord Brittan) and as much as possible of that chapter is being published
today.

This exceptional level of information is being published to dispel rumour, to
demonstrate transparency and our commitment to learning from past mistakes and
help maintain public confidence.



What redactions have been made have been kept to the absolute minimum and each
will be explained b y a irdtheipublisited report.

Criticisms made of current and former officers in all three chapters have not
been redacted in any way and remain in the report.

We have carefully considered the remaining chapters and have sought legal advice.
Chapters 3 to 9 do not relate to the false allegations by Carl Beech. They are reviews
of investigations relating to separate complainants. The significant difference between
these cases and Operation Midland is that Carl Beech has been proven in court to
have fabricated the allegations he made. This means our duties to legally protect
information which apply to the other chapters do not apply to chapter 1 and chapter 2
T Operation Midland.

We do not intend to publish chapters 4 to 9 as minimal information has previously been
put into the public domain by the MPS on these investigations and these chapters
contain significant amounts of protected personal data about each complainant, and
those they make allegations against.

The complainants in chapters 3 to 9 provided information to the MPS for the purpose
of a criminal investigation and this should remain confidential. To breach this
confidence would not just have an effect on these specific complainants and those
who were investigated, but more widely could deter victims from reporting matters to
police or others from being as open and honest with police as they otherwise would
be.

Further, lifelong anonymity is afforded to the complainants under the Sexual Offences
(Amendment) Act 1992. This Act precludes the publication of information that might
lead to their identification.

We are publishing exceptional levels of detail today in response to the need to dispel
rumour, the strong public interest in showing transparency, to demonstrate the
decision-making and complexities involved in the investigations, and our commitment
to learn from past mistakes and help maintain public confidence. That, however,
cannot outweigh our duty of confidentiality to individual complainants, now or in the
future.

We have concluded that Chapter 3 (Operation Vincente) is also different to chapters
4 to 9 due to the level of information the MPS has published about Operation Vincente
previously. Whilst we are legally restricted from publishing personal information about
the complainant, for the reasons described above, we are publishing fully the content
of the chapter that relates to police action and criticism.

Sir Richardds r ecommenda tli obthesnjne chdpters in hie man at «
report, are published in full.



The other chapters of the report relate to:

Chapter 3 - Operation Vincente - an allegation of rape made by a woman against Lord
Brittan relating to an alleged incident in 1967.

Chapter 4 - Operation Bixley - an investigation that sat under the wider Operation
Fairbank inquiry into allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by politicians.

Chapter 5 - An investigation that sat under Operation Yewtree
allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by celebrities.

the inquiry into

Chapter 6 - An investigation that sat under Operation Yewtree
allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by celebrities.

the inquiry into

Chapter 7 - An investigation that sat under Operation Yewtree
allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by celebrities.

the inquiry into

Chapter 8 - An investigation that sat under Operation Yewtree
allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by celebrities.

the inquiry into

Chapter 97 An investigation into allegations of non-recent sexual abuse by a celebrity
T not part of Operation Yewtree.

IOPC investigations

As a result of Sir Ri chardds report t
|l ndependent P o | Commissi@Gho(mow IC@PC h tndependent Office for
Police Conduct) on 8" November 2016 relating to the conduct of five officers
investigating Operation Midland and Operation Vincente: Deputy Assistant
Commissioner (DAC) Rodhouse (in relation to Operations Midland & Vincente),
Detective Superintendent (DSu) McDonald, Detective Chief Inspector (DCI) Tudway,
Detective Inspector (DI) Hepworth and Detective Sergeant (DS) Sword (in relation to
Operation Midland alone).

The I0OPC assessed that there was an indication that DCI Tudway, DI Hepworth and
DS Sword may have behaved in a manner that would justify disciplinary proceedings
in that they may have failed to accurately present all relevant information to a district
judge when applying for search warrants. At the same time, the IOPC determined that
there was no such indication in respect of allegations against DAC Rodhouse and DSu
McDonald. As a result, the investigation into them was discontinued.

At this stage the IOPC also discontinued its investigation into DAC Rodhouse, DSu
McDonald and DCI Tudway where it was alleged that they had failed to properly
investigate al | egati ons made agai n@aw reerred torap Cad
Beech) which led to an extended investigation causing prolonged and undue stress to
those under suspicion. The IOPC found that there was no evidence of bad faith, malice
or dishonesty and no indication any of the officers may have behaved in a manner
which would justify disciplinary proceedings. The information available indicated the
investigation was extensive and carried out diligently with the majority of the decisions
made appropriately recorded.
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The MPS also referred the conduct of DAC Rodhouse, which related to allegations
that an investigation into Lord Brittan was extended without good reasons thereby
causing distress to Lord Brittan and his family (Chapter 3 - Operation Vincente). The
IOPC concluded that the evidence indicated a significant delay in making the decision
to take no further action in the case, but that this did not indicate that DAC Rodhouse
may have behaved in a manner which would justify disciplinary proceedings. As a
result the IOPC discontinued this part of the investigation.

The IOPC also discontinued investigating allegations that there were irregularities in
the seizure of exhibits during the subsequent searches. They found no evidence to
indicate that any of the officers involved had breached the standards of professional
behaviour.

The IOPC conducted an assessment of whether there were any criminal offences to
consider. No suspicion of criminality was identified. The investigation did not identify
any information to suggest that officers deliberately withheld evidence from the
applications with the intention of misleading the district judge.

On 22 July 2019 the Independent Office for Police Conduct announced that there was
6no case t o arheoffcerdinvdstgatedany of

We are awaiting the publication of the IOPC report and their recommendations and
will carefully consider their findings.

Her Majestyobds I nspectorate of Constabulary F

HMICFRS has been asked to undertake an inspection into how the MPS has learnt
the lessons from these investigations and embedded the recommendations i this is
not an investigation into individual officers. We look forward to the independent
assurance that this will bring and welcome their scrutiny. We have already
implemented all the recommendations from the Henriques Report that we have
accepted and we absolutely want to ensure all the lessons from these investigations
have been learnt.

Note:

The report has been published on the MPS website: www.met.police.uk/henriques



http://www.met.police.uk/henriques
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