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Background to this paper 

Purpose of this paper 

This paper provides a background overview as to the history of the tolling of Transmission Gully

Tolling of Transmission Gully 

Background 

Discussions and assessments regarding the tolling of Transmission Gully began in 1999. During this time, 

several assessments and investigations were completed into the proposal (including two by external 

organisations). 

meaning toll revenue was 

not required to advance the project. 

In 2005, the possibility of tolling Transmission Gully was subject to Transit New Zealand/Greater Wellington 

Regional Council public consultation and sub-committee scrutiny as part of the proposed Western Corridor 

plan. The resulting Hearing Sub-committee’s report released in March 2006 and signed by the Transit New 

Zealand Board, noted that: 

• Tolling was not necessary to fund Transmission Gully, and the net revenue would be relatively small

(page 3, paragraph 1.13);

• The removal of tolling infrastructure costs made the project more affordable (page 44, paragraph

4.77);

• While there was support for the concept of using tolling for travel demand management (TDM)

purposes, this was not possible without legislative change to enable network or cordon tolling

schemes (page 54, paragraph 4.128), and noted there were only low TDM benefits anticipated (page

54, paragraph 4.129).
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• In paragraph 5.4 (page 57), the sub-committee recommended that the toll facilities be removed from 

the Transmission Gully design.  

 

In 2012, the final Board of Inquiry into the Transmission Gully Project (as part of the consenting process) 

asked about NZTA’s intention to toll, to which the Transport Agency’s representative stated that ‘NZTA does 

not currently propose to do so’. The representative went on to note that tolling may cause a transfer of 

drivers to choose the un-tolled alternative route, and therefore negatively impact the benefit/cost ratio (BCR) 

of the project (page 78, paragraph 239). Later in the document (paragraph 878), it was stated ‘as confirmed 

by NZTA and discussed elsewhere in this decision, tolling is not proposed and is not considered material to 

this decision.’ 

 

The current re-assessment 

The current re-assessment comes from a direction to re-complete a tolling assessment for Transmission 

 Not long after this, the responsibility for tolling assessment delivery was formally transferred 

to Customer Design and Delivery (CD&D), and the current team. This team then began the scoping of the re-

assessment, as requested. 

 

The final scope and approach of the re-assessment was only agreed by the Chief Executive in August 2018 

In addition to this assessment, it was 

requested consideration be given to the possibility of using tolling for TDM purposes, as per BRI-1247. As 

   

In addition to this, the late commissioning of the 

 

As it was, staff were only directed to re-do the assessment, in more depth. This resulted in the 

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Section 9(2)(g)(i)

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



 

  3 

 

Summary 
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