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Action: WASHDC. SECSTATE ROUTINE

E.O. 12958

TAGS: PGOV, KCOR, ASEC, ECON, IZ, UK
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Subject: MINISTRY OF INTERIOR BOMB DETECTOR STIRS CONTROVERSY AND CHARGES OF

CORRUPTION
e Moo P Tty BAGHDAD 000366 Classification Extended on : 10/22/2018 ~ Class: CONFIDENTIAL |
~ Authority: DSCG 11-1 ~ Declassify on: 02/10/2029

F.O. 129%8: DECL: 02/710/2014%

TAGS: PGROV, KCOK, ASKC, FCON, 17, UK

SURJECT: MINISTRY OF INTERTOR BOMB DRTRECTOR STIRS ! .

CONTROVERSY AND CHARGES OF CORRUPTION !REV.'EW AQTHORITY. Sharon Ahmad,[
Senior Reviewer |

Classitied By: ACCO Joseph Staflord, reason 1.4 (b and )

. 5 SUMMARY @ The disclosure in January of the arrvest of

a UK businessman who allegedly sold useless bomb detectors to

Traqi Security Forces (1SF) posed now suostions: about tre

GOI's ability to cnsure the public welfare, particularly as

the crquipment was bheing usod at government  facilitics that

wilnessed massive bomb allacks b Angust, Colober, and

Decenber . Ivagi official eopiricn on the utility of the

device remains Jdivided, while key oversight authovities,

inclnding the Inspector General at the Ministry of Interiov

(where the equipment was purschased), are pointing to

irregqularities. We are told that, in addition to

investigations by the Commission of Integrity (C0I), the

Ministry of Intericr [G, and the Courcil of Ministers, the

Prime Mivister has instructed his anti-corvvotion  advisor,

Dr. Adel Mohsen, himselt subject to past ailegations of

corruption, to conduct an inguiry. The device continues fo

he nsed py Iraagi Army and police at sowe checkpolnts acionss

Baghdad and other parts of lvag. More hroadly, the cane

highltights ail too well the challenge of ensnring trancparent

public procurement in Trag.  END SUMMARY.
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2. A4 On Janvary 23, the Baiitish wmedia annonnced the arrent
v of ATSC
Lid., of Somerset County, England. McCormick was atrested
far possible frand in the sale of bowh detectors sold, inter
alia, o the Tragi Ministry of Infterior tor palice who ane
tham at checkpoints  to scan Yor explasiven, The Rritish
Covernment  anrouncoed it weuld seck a ban on oxports to

the previous day of Jim McCormick, managing direc

countrlies whore British lroops were deployed, because
continued use of the ftlawea device could jerpardize the iives
of UK soldiers. The New York Tiwes first reported questions
about the device in November 2009, citing Amevican wmilitary
afficials and technical experts who said the ADE 651 was
uneless, despite widespread nse by Trvagqi security forces.

|
I
]
[ e e [P |

3. 44 The ACE 641 is a hanu-held wand with no batterias oo
internal electronic components, which [ragi officials -- and
the seller -- had claimed was powercd by the static

electricity of the user. Tha cnly moving part is what Tonks
like a radio antenna on a swivel, which i supposed to swing
(like a divining rod) te indicate the pr
explosives :

asence of weapons  or

]
i
!
A(.‘P;.\rrl'iii".;;';"Vt}‘“ a New York 'L'ime:;df\iecé v'mﬂd‘:aui:ﬂy 24, an T
aciate of ATSC, whn =ocke on the conditior of anonymity,
said the devices were manufactured for USD 250 each by
supplicrs in Britain and Romania.  This individoal clained
that "everyono at ATSC knew thove was nothing inside the ACDE
¢51." BBC carried statements from computer experts that the
chip in the device conld not paessibly detect arny chemicals or

explosives. The Times piece indicatead that lragql gevernmant
anditors w2:ie veporting that the GOI paid USD 40,000-60,000
for each device, apd had determinaed that ATSC was marketing
the device for USD 16,000, The balance was said by Traqyi

ctticials to have heen for training, spare parts and
comulsaions. The UK's Gunardian newspaper reported last
Novembar that MOID in 2008 Lad initiaily purchased 800 ADE
ONovember  that MCT in 7009 fLad initially purchased 800 ADE
€517 far USD 32 million (USH 40,000 apiece), and had an
crder a second shipment worth USD 93 millicn. USE -1 Depnty
Commanding Gereral for Assistance and Training (DCC A&T),
through its International Training and Assistance Missiorv
(ITAM) , maintains advisors at the Miristry of Interinr; the
U.S. adviscrs had heard MOD paid of wp to USD 65 million, bl
had not seen records Lo confiom this,

A (SR} Ty the wake of Javanry's press repovts,  Tragi
cfficials sald pubiicly they would bhogin an irvestigation.
According Lo press reports, the British Fmbassy in Trag has
cfferad to cooperate with any Iraql governmert investigation.
Ammar  fuma, an MP in the fragql parliament's Secnvity and
Defense Committee, tola the Tiwmes that the lragl gqovernment
had "wasted millicns of dollars and lives.™  Similar
reactions by Traqi citizens were carvvied on other Tragi
media, highlighting hew thae bomb wands had failed to stop
explosions at key ministries in recent montha,

b SBU)  On Jannary 24, TLonaosn ~based Al -Sharg al-Awsat
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reparted thal ITraq's Assisianl Depuly Minister of Tnlerion,

MG Tarig al-Asel, sald e examined the devices and declarad
them "100% accurate.”"  Asel said the UK manufacturer was
arres*ted becauze "Britiash and Americars tried to discoven

proprietary information on the wands, which the mamfacturer

As
was

had opposed.”
(MOT)

of carly ot

sLil1

Februarvy,
Lhe

thn Ministry
Interior Hsing davices,
[ (58U)
January
the

there

Notwithstanding ciaims
an lraqgqi TV statian intevviewed
Inspector Geneval (1G) of the MOT, in
had bheen corvyunt practices in
said his investigative coport had been reforred
Minis:ter of Interior, who fur e
andite, hinted irterview
"millions lays"
t hem and

by senicsr MOL officials, o
Agrel Al -Turaihi,
which he indicated
tha pracorement . He
ta tha
Ingquivies and

that Ivaqg lost

the devices, portraying
ta detect

23,

sOme

ordered

Turaili in the
ot d

A5 worthle

in pulchasing
citing their

failure

explosives in tests.  Turaihi reiterated these points in oa

meet ing with ACCH and DOG AT ITAM on Fehruary 10, He noted
the procurement  had been initiated by the Tirectorate General
of Countar -Fxplasives at the MCI. (NOTE.: The head of the

direciorate, Major General Jihad al-Jdabiri, rebuf{fed New Ycrk
Tines r1eporters covering the story.,  We are told that Jabivi
is back at work after spending time recently iv Jorvdan. END

NOSE )
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Connnerd

10, L With campaigning for the March 7 parliamentary

clectiors scheduled to

seon whother opposition

kiok off February 17, it rewmsains to he
catndidaten, In parvicnlar, solze on

Ouoen whother opposition candidates, in particular, aseizeoe on

the scandal ovar Lhe osvidectly boegus wands inoan eflforl Lo

svore polnts agalvst the G601, There s the prospect of

negative fallout on the

alaction kpid of Intevicr Minis

Jawad al-Bolani, in particnlar, given his Ministry’s leading
role iu acumiring the devive:n, The auggestion by both the

MOI and MOH Inspector:s

acapilsition of the wands e

fieneral of corvuption in the

coves the prassing need for

greater tvanspavency and oversight of the G01's procurement

proeess., End Compent .,
HILL
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