
From: Burley, Christopher Christopher.Burley@portlandoregon.gov
Subject: RE: Re: [Approved Sender] [Approved Sender] [Approved Sender] [Approved Sender] Re: [Approved Sender] Re:

[Approved Sender] [User Approved] Media inquiry re: Portland Police Bureau detective staffing
Date: October 26, 2018 at 10:35 AM

To: Sean Campbell scampbell@thetrace.org
Cc: Police - Public Information Officer ppbpio@portlandoregon.gov, Wallo-Strauss, Terri Terri.Wallo-Strauss@portlandoregon.gov

Sean,
 
Reporting of assault offenses is based on the Federal NIBRS definitions of assault and these are not neatly aligned with Oregon statutes. 
Aggravated assault ranges from assault 1 (Measure 11) to menacing with a weapon (misdemeanor).  A cases can include multiple reported
assault offenses and assault offense types, as well as other offenses.  The assault detail generally investigates Measure 11 assault cases, a
subset of the aggravated assault cases. Though some Measure 11 assaults may be assigned to other investigative units depending on cases
specific circumstances.  Due to the way offense information is captured in RegJIN, the Police Bureau’s current record management system, we
cannot easily distinguish Measure 11 assault cases from other aggravated assault cases.  The assault case are reviewed by a supervisor in the
Detectives Division and Measure 11 cases are assigned to the Detective Division’s Assault Detail to investigate. It is difficult track investigative
work in RegJIN, so we have to make assumptions based on follow up assignment and clearance codes.  This may not capture the investigative
work done by patrol.  There are also delays with the entry of some of this information, so we have provided updated 2017 numbers for you. 
Cases not considered investigated or cleared based on our methodology did not necessarily go uninvestigated.
 
For the statistics below, a case was considered investigated or cleared if:
1) An arrest for any charge was associated with the case.
2) The case was assigned to a primary investigator, secondary investigator or patrol for follow-up (any RU).  
3) The case status indicates a referral for prosecution or to another agency, arrest by another agency, or an exceptional clearance.
 
Updated numbers that uses the above methodology:
55% of 2017 assault cases were investigated by any unit or cleared
62% of cases with an aggravated assault offense were investigated by any unit or cleared
56% of cases with a simple assault offense were investigated by any unit or cleared
50% of cases with an intimidation offense were investigated by any unit or cleared
 
 
 
Sergeant Chris Burley
Public Information Officer
Portland Police Bureau
(503)823-0830

 
Equal Access Notice: The City of Portland operates without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, marital status, age or disability according to all applicable non‐discrimination laws, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, and Title II of the ADA.
To help ensure equal access to City services, the City will provide translation and interpretation and will reasonably modify policies or procedures
and provide auxiliary aids or services to persons with disabilities. For such requests please click here or call (503) 823-4047, TTY 503-823-6868
or Oregon Relay Service: 711.
Confidentiality Notice: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information belonging to the sender. ORS 192.501(3)
conditionally exempts public disclosure of criminal investigatory information during the pendency of the investigation. If this e-mail is to or
from any employee of City, County, or State Counsel, any district attorney's office or the US Attorney's Office it may contain
privileged work product information that is exempted from release. This e-mail is not to be released without confirmation from me that this
information is not covered by the above mentioned exemptions.  Additionally, reading, disclosing, discussing, disseminating, distributing or
copying this information by anyone other than the intended recipients or their employees or agents is strictly prohibited. 
Information Request Notice: A request to the Public Information Officer is considered an information request or a response to a public record
request.  A public records request must be submitted at www.portlandoregon.gov/PRR
 
 
 
 
From: Sean Campbell [mailto:scampbell@thetrace.org] 
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 12:07 PM
To: Burley, Christopher <Christopher.Burley@portlandoregon.gov>
Cc: Police - Public Information Officer <ppbpio@portlandoregon.gov>; Wallo-Strauss, Terri <Terri.Wallo-Strauss@portlandoregon.gov>
Subject: [Approved Sender] Re: [Approved Sender] [Approved Sender] [Approved Sender] Re: [Approved Sender] Re: [Approved Sender] [User
Approved] Media inquiry re: Portland Police Bureau detective staffing
 
Hello, Officer Burley. I want to check in on this since we’re a few days past the deadline. Does the Portland Police Bureau have any comment or is
there anything that the bureau would like to clarify about the report?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions for me.
 
Best,
Sean 

---
Sean Campbell
Senior Investigative Fellow | The Trace
561-866-1295
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Data source: PPB/RegJIN  content approved for public release Date: 2/13/18 

 Portland Police Bureau  
Strategic Services Division 

  

  

In 2017, there were a total of 8,050 assault offenses reported to the Portland Police Bureau.  Assault offenses include 
three specific National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) offense types. 

1) Aggravated assault:  An unlawful attack by one person on another involving a weapon and/or severe injury to 
the victim. 

2) Simple assault:  An unlawful attack by one person on another not involving a weapon or severe injury to the 
victim. 

3) Intimidation:  To unlawfully place another person in reasonable fear of bodily harm through the use of threats 
or other conduct without the display of a weapon or actual physical attack. Includes stalking and threats. 
 

A REPORTED OFFENSE IS NOT THE SAME AS A CASE 

The Portland Police Bureau counts 1 offense for each victim of assault on a case.  In 2017, there were 7,267 cases with a 
reported assault offenses. 

8,050 reported assault offense → 7,267 cases with an assault offense 

 

How many of the 2017 assault cases have been investigated or cleared? 

 

A case was considered investigated or cleared if: 

1) An arrest including an assault charge was associated with the case 
2) The case was assigned for investigation to detectives or another investigative unit.  Assault cases can be 

assigned to detectives in the Assault Detail, but sometimes these cases are assigned to investigators in other 
units including Domestic Violence Reduction Unit, Gang Enforcement Team, and other units within the 
Detectives Division.    

3) The case status indicates a referral for prosecution or to another agency, arrest by another agency, or an 
exceptional clearance 
 

51% of 2017 assault case were investigated or cleared  

59% of cases with an aggravated assault offense were investigated or cleared 
52% of cases with a simple assault offense were investigated or cleared 
43% of cases with an intimidation offense were investigated or cleared 

 


