Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Avenue SE | Suite 1402, West Tower ] Atlanta, Georgia 30334 | 404-463-1980 | www.ethics.ga.gov

COMPLAINT FORM

Alleging a Violation of the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act

JURISDICTION: This office has jurisdiction ONLY in matters involving financial disclosure, campaign finance. and lobbyist
disclosure. O.C.G.A. §45-1-6 covers state vendor disclosure law as outlined in the Campaign Finance Act in O.C.G.A. Title 21-5 et seq
and O0.C.G.A. §45-1-6 covering state vendor disclosure law. Please ensure that your complaint is within the Commission’s jurisdiction.

Mail or hand delivery original signed/notarized form and attachments to above address.

I. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT = COMPLAINANT:

Name: William Perry, Georgia Ethics Watchdogs

Address: |1146 Dobbs Dr SE

City: Atlanta State: |GA County: IDeKaIb I Zip: |30316
Telephone: |678-358-6966 E-mail (sptional): |watchdogwilliam@gmail.com

II. PARTY AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT = RESPONDENT:

Name: Tricia Pridemore and Georgians for Pridemore

Address: |Box 143, 2500 Dallas Highway, Suite 202

City: Marietta [ state: [GA [ County: [Cobb | Zip: 30064
Telephone: |404-358-2051

Title of office held or sought: \phlic Service Commission, District 5

(if applicable)

III. STATEMENT OF FACTS:

State the actions of the Respondent upon which your complaint is based along with an ALLEGATION that such facts constitule one or more
violations of the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act. See JURISDICTION above. Include relevant dates and the
names and addresses of other persons who you believe have knowledge of the facts and attach any documentation/evidence that support the facts
alleged in this complaint. Please see § 21-5-6.23 regarding attorneys' fees.

See attached

(If continued on other side or additional paper, pleasq gheck here )

IV. VERIFICATION BY OATH OR AFE}RMAMW)N,'?ORIGINAL NOTARY & SIGNATURES REQUIRED

STATE OF Cwﬁr:c,frgﬂxg«_ung - \sS‘On Eb? LY OF_Fulton

[, the undersigned Complainant, being @El]& orﬁoégngse ta.'f ﬁng and say that the information in this Complaint is true
and correct to the best of my lmowledge-a%i‘. IIGE < A 5

Notary Stamp/Crimp: Swom to and subscap& gef‘maané. QJ‘CNATURE AND STATEMENT OF COMPLAINANT:

NTY nl AM, [ I AM NOT, in filing this complaint acting as
il s o (7] g this comp g
‘ \o C)C’ibbi' @“!g Van agent, paid or erwnse, for any other person,

Nowcu a ~cer BI04 & ( o f .
Sign n%e@Nmanf Public & e |.1 e g

NS “"“‘;‘;‘ sy DATE: __\0/ /¢ / [}

b

PENALTIES: False Swearing: A person to whom a lawful oath or affirmation has been administered or who executes a document knowing that it purports to be an acknowledgment of a lawful
oath or affirmation commits the offense of false swearing when, in any matter or thing other than a judicial proceeding, he knowingly and willfully makes a false statement under Code Section
16-10-71. A person convicted of the offense of false swearing shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years, or both.



Georgia Ethics
WATCHDOGS

Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission
Pridemore Complaint, 10/15/2018 — Statement of Facts
Submitted by William Perry, Georgia Ethics Watchdogs

Part Three: Statement of Facts

| believe that current Public Service Commissioner and candidate for Public Service Commission Tricia
Pridemore with her campaign committee Georgians for Pridemore violated the Ethics in Government
Act and Rules of the Commission, and | ask the Commission to investigate the following:

In 2017 and 2018, a total of 80 violations representing $68,375 in campaign contributions were not
properly identified as being from regulated entities, as is required by law (see attached).

Specifically Georgia law (21-5-30.1.d) states:

(d) Nothing contained in this Code section shall be construed to prevent any person who may be
employed by a regulated entity, including a person in whose name a license or lease is held, or who is an
officer of a regulated entity from voluntarily making a campaign contribution from that person's
personal funds to or on behalf of a person holding office as an elected executive officer regulating such
entity or to or on behalf of a candidate for the office of an elected executive officer regulating such
entity or to or on behalf of a campaign committee of any such candidate; provided, however, that:

(1) The elected executive officer or candidate receiving one or more campaign contributions described
in this subsection shall in his or her disclosure report under Code Section 21-5-34 separately identify
each contribution and the total of contributions which he or she knows or should have reason to know
are described in this subsection; [italicized for emphasis]

Further, Electric Membership Cooperatives meet the definition of a “regulated entity,” see 0.C.G.A. §
21-5-30.

Under the strictest possible interpretation of this Code--failure to identify contributions from individuals
currently on the payroll or serving as directors of an electric utility, natural gas or telecommunications
company regulated by the Public Service Commission--at least 64 violations totaling $47,925 occurred. |
have labeled those as Tier 1 violations in the attached document.

However, considering the full spirit of the Code expands the total violations and must be considered. In
many instances, ex-executives of regulated entities are no longer employed by a regulated entity, but
they are still viewed publicly as professional representatives of a regulated entity and receive
compensation from said entities (i.e., retirement benefits, pensions, etc.). | have labeled those Tier 2
violations in the attached document, and there were at least 16 violations totaling $24,550.

The campaign finance reports used to gather this information are the reports dated 2/7/18, 5/17/18 and
9/19/18.

William Perry, Georgia Ethics Watchdogs
Statement of Facts, Pridemore Complaint, 10/15/18, Page 1 of 1
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