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Imperial Oil

Our commitment




T:m:sfcrng recovered
fuel vapors at
Imperials Finch Avenue

distribution terminal in

north Toronto.

The

NVIRONMEN T2

- mperial Oil Limited is committed to environmen-
tal protection and the broader integration of envi-
ronmental and economic priorities, in all aspects

of its business.

IMPERIAL'S POLICY IS TO:

~ Responsibly manage all aspects of its business
to ensure that recognized environmental standards
and legal requirements are met.

~ Adopt company standards that go beyond legal
requirements where benefits to society justify the costs.

~ Ensure that environmental hazards associated

with company activities are identified, assessed and
managed. .

~ Manage its business with the goal of preventing
accidents and design, operate and maintain facilities
to this end. :

~ Respond quickly and effectively to incidents
resultjng from its operations, cooperating with indus-
try organizations and authorized government agenéies.

~ Emphasize individual responsibility and
require eve’ryoné tHroughout the orgariization to
adhere to clearly-defined environmental practices

and procedures.

==

~ Integrate environmental considerations in busi-
ness planning, facilities and product design, operating
practices and training programs.

~ Work with industry associations, government
agencies and public groups to determine environmen-
tal priorities and foster timely development of appro-
priate laws and regulations, providing advice on the
impacts of such measures on the environment, costs
and stipply. :

~ Conduct and support research to improve
understanding of the impact of its business on the
environment, improve methods of environmental pro-
tection and enhance its capability to make operations
and products compatible with the environment.
~ ~ Communicate with employees, customers, the
public and governments in a timely fashion on the
environmental aspects of the company's operations
and products. :

-~ Undertake appropriate reviews, evaluations and
performance measurements of its operations to ensure

compliance with this environmental policy.
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uring the past 20 years, ambient air quality in
Canada has improved considerably, with sub-

stantial progress made in reducing concen-

wrations of sulphur dioxide, lead, carbon monoxide and -

suspended particles. This improvement has been well
documented in recent government publications.

Key air qualify issues, however, do remain. In
1989, the company compiled an inventory of its
emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), which are precursors of
ground-level ozone. In-a 1991 publication on air
quality, Imperial indicated that ground—}evel ozone,
a contributor to urban smog, was the air contaminant
that needed the most attention in some Canadian
urban areas.

The operations of petroleum and petrochemical

[ IS LR b . o ) ¢
facilities are not considered to be the.major source of

NOx and VOC emissions although some uses for
their products do contribute: For example, about half
of these emissions in Canada have been attributed to
the use of transportation fuels. Nevertheless
Imperial has been taking steps to reduce its own
emissions of these air contaminants,‘sometimes well
ahead of regulation.

To improve air quality in areas prone to urban
smog, gasoline vapor-recovery systems have been put
in place at Imperial's major petroleum products distri-
bution terminals in Vancouver, Toronto ard Hamilton

and at about 470 retail outlets served by them. The
company has spent $9 million on these recovery
systems, which capture gasoline vapors that would
otherwise enter the atmosphere while fuel is béing
transferred. As well, the company is producing
reduced-emission gasolines for the Vancouver area
and southern Ontario during the summer months,
when local smog levels are at their highest.

Imperial recognizes that other air quality issues —
such as greenhouse gases and acid rain — are being
addressed in national and international arenas. As a
valuable first step in understanding how the company
can best contribute, Imperial compiled an inventory
of greenhouse gas emissions from its operations and
has been trackihg sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions for

several years. More recently, the company and other-

industry participants have assisted the federal govern-

ment in developing a new reporting framework, called

" the National Pollutant Release Inventory. Under this

program, in 1994 industries will begin reporting

releases of 178 substances into the environment.
"

Laboratory technicians collect

exhaust emissions for analysis at the Esso
Research Centre in Sarnia, Ont.
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