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Dear Mr. McKeever:

While processing your Freedom of Information Act request dated July 21, 2016 for
certain documents produced by Pebble Limited Partnership and/or its parent company, Northern
Dynasty Minerals Ltd. to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the Department of
Justice, the EPA referred 4,271 documents to this Office for processing and direct response to
you. This Office received the documents on October 14, 2016, and the referral was assigned
tracking number 145-FOI-14705.

On February 23, 2017, in response to your request, the Civil Division withheld the
responsive records in full because they were protected from disclosure under the FOIA pursuant
to:

• 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4), which concerns trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a person that is privileged or
confidential; and

• 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), which concerns material the release of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third
parties.

You subsequently appealed the response and the Office of Information Policy (OIP)
remanded your request to this Office on September 25, 2017 for further processing. After
reviewing your request and subsequent appeal, the Civil Division is releasing 611 documents to
you in full and withholding 3,660 documents in fuli.

The Civil Division is withholding the 3,660 responsive records in full because they are
protected from disclosure under the FOIA pursuant to:

• 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4), which concerns trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a person that is privileged or
confidential: and
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