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Newsday's Robert Greene, left, Knut Royce, back row, and Les Payne, with farmers in the Turkish village of Degxrmendere Iasf Ju

The Story Behind This Series

The piclures on today’s front page are of three
young Long Islanders who died while using heroin.

‘The three are among 25 of your neighbors who
died of heroin-related causes on Long Island last
year.-Another 22 are also dead from causes related
to methadone, a new drug which, it was originally
hoped, would serve as a less destructive substitute
for heroin.

Newsday i¢ printing the names of all these vie-
{ims today. Over the next few weeks we will tell
what is known of their individual stories: how they
lived, how they died, and what effect their deaths
have had upon those who knew them.

These stories are not being written because
Newsday wants: to bring more sadness to families
whose lives have been blighted, but in the hope

ithat the telling of these tragedies might prevent.

similar ones from befalling other young people.

One mother who told a Newsday reporter about
her 21-year-old son who had died said: “He was
such a beautiful boy. If I can do anything so that
some other boy doesn’t endanger his life, I'll do it.”

The dead on Long Island are only a part of the
tragedy that heroin has broughi to our community.
The victims also include those who have survived,
but whose lives have been wrecked by addiction.
They include these who, triggered by heroin usage,
have cxperimented disasirously with other danger-
ous drugs. They include those who have been as-
saulted or robbed by addicts who stole 1o pay for
their habits. And, finally, the viclims also include
the parents, relatives and friends of the addicts. To
all this must be added other costs, necessary ones,
for treatinent, prevention and enforcemeni—money
that might be applied to other social problems if
this one did not exist. )

It was with these facts in mind that Newsday
decided more than a year age to make a major
commitment to telling the full story of heroin, the
drug that seemed to be the most merciless of all
in the punishment it inflicted upon its users.

The full story, we believed, should focus not
only on the victims of heroin but on those who
profited by it. We knew in general that millions
of dollars were made each year by heroin profi-
teers, but little information had been made publie
about specific individuals, systems or methods that
were operating for financial gain.

As one of the reporters who worked on the
story, Knut Royce, said: “Heroin might be the big-
gest problem afflicting the country. We had 2,000
reporters in Vietnam during the war; we haven’t
devoted nearly that kind of Joumahstlc energy to
covering heroin.” .

“Covering” heroin meant going to 1ts pnncm._
source, the poppy fielés of Turkey. 1t meant ioi-
lowing its route to the U.S., mainly through Eu-

| TURKEY
THE HEROIN TRALL

rope and especially in France, where the morphine
base derived from the opium poppy is converted
into heroin in illegal laboraiories.

To direct that coverage, Newsday selected Se-
nior Editor Robert W. Greene, whose investigative
team bad won a Pulitzer Prize in 1970 for uncover-
ing political corruption in land purchases in Suf-
folk County. More recently, “the Greene team,” as
it is known at Newsday, investigated the affairs of
two friends of President Nixon, Charles G. {Bebe)
Rebozo and ex-Senator George Smathers. And
early last year, a Greene investigation uncovered
plans by the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity for an unauthorized fourth jeiport near New-
burgh, and detailed favoritism and waste at the
MTA’s Republic Airport in Farmingdale.

Greene, who is 43 and a resident of Kings Park,
made his first irip to Europe in 15 years as a
Newsday reporter after getting the assignment at
a dinner meeting last April with President and
Publisher William Attwood, myself and Managing
Editor Donald Forst at the Westbury Manor in
Westbury.

He picked tivo other reporters, Les Payne and

‘Knut Royce, to join in the overseas assignment.

Payne, 31, came to Newsday in 1969. He had

"last been overseas in 1968 as an Army captain in

Vietnam, attached to Gen. William Westmore-
land’s staff. He served in the Army for six years

-after graduating from the University of Connecti-
.cut in 1963. Payne relished the assignment, he

says, because “it seemed like the sort of challenge a
journalist . should be answering. I was told about
the posible dangers. But after spendmg a year in

‘Vietnam “facing. dangers I had no interest in, I

thought it was-far more important to participate
in: something-that was meaningiul.” The one draw-

back in the assignment was his long absence fro
his wife, Vi, who was expecting a second ch].[
Mrs. Payne closed up their Huntington heivie a»nd
lived with relatives in Hartiord during. her his:
band’s absence. Their second child, Jamal K
vatta, was born Oct. 5. Payne flew home bneﬂy
to be at his wife’s bedside when the baoy was bom

Rovce, 32, who joined Newsday in~1968; saﬂd
he first looked on the overseas trip as ‘“more’ than
just a journalistic assignment. It looked like one

. hell of an adventure.” As a native of Marseilles, ki

knowledge of the land and the language was cru-
cial to the investigators during ‘their ‘lime dn
France. Royce had also lived in Portugal as:a
child, and served two years with the Peace Corps
in Ethmpla e

Greene, Payne and Royce began fu]l-hme Work
on the assignment in early May by taking a three-
week, six-hour-a-day, five-day-a-week' eourse.iin
Turkish at the Berlitz School. After other prepara-
tions, they departed June 4 for Istanbul They
would return in mid-December.

The first three months were spent in Turkey'
They lived in a rented house on the cutskirts of Is-
tanbul. From this base, they ranged from ‘the
poppy {lields of Anatolia to the cafes . of’ Soﬁa,
Bulgaria.

The trio was followed on several occaszons,
they were threatened; their phones were iappéd;
they found themselves ‘on guard and paranqni
about apparently normal actions by peop]e they
didn’t know.

In September, a second team, headed by Wasn
mgton correspondent- Anthony Marro, began form-
ing in Garden City to report out the heroin su)ry*m
the U.S., concentrating on New York, Long Island
and Was}ungton but also traveling as far as Mg}_{_j
ico and Miami in search of the American conngc-
tion. Working with Marro were reporters Jamw
W. Sullivan, Joe Demma, David Behrens and
photographer Mitch 'I‘umer Reporters. W)lham
Van Haintze, Tony Schaeffer, Pete Bow]es and
James O'Neill also assisted.

In the meantime, after dnvmg tbrough Europe
along the route taken by narcotics’ smugglers, ,the
overseas team set up a second base for. a secopd
three months, in the seaside town of Le Lava.nddm
on the south coast of France near Marseﬂlw ’I‘mo
other Newsday reporters, Pucei. Meyer a.nd; {
topher Cook, joined them for seven “and thrce
weeks respectively, to help as researchers” and
translators. ;

The story of “The Herom Traﬂ” wﬂl be to |
over. the next. several weeks as a-continuous namt
tive, organized along the route that the- drug tak@
from the poppy field of Afyon Previnee in ‘Turkey
to the arus of the, addic* on Yo : Ysland.

DAVID LAVENTHOL, Editor

J
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‘Tulkeys opium farmers are
openly tesisting a U.S.-Turkish ban
on growing of the poppy, N ewsday re-
porters learned during two visits to
the poppy fields last summer.

The v111agers warned that unless

_ their demands for greater technical
.. -assistance were met, they" Wlll again-

grow poppies from whlch opium, and

’ultlmately hemm, is- denved Some'

eroin Is

'0 Angry Turk Growers,
Problem

of ’cmts esumated that the cost of
such assiscance would be $365,000,0C0
more than current Amencan aJd

ET ants.

In a small Vlllage in Afyon Prov-
ince, farmers showed Newsday re-
porieis the ‘seeds they had stored
with which' to.grow fresh crops. .

- The farmers .are bitter over:the

iloss of thelr staple crop and beheve

o
3 b .
Vewsday Photos oy Greene, Pnyne and Royce

-,From Izalfwav up The Black Castle o; Opzum Mountam a: view of Afyon where

joins nature in consecrating opium.”
“w“Thiirsdéy, February 1, 1973

-Knut Royce. .

Ao

Copynght 1973 Newsday Ine. : P

the problem is America’s; not theirs.
“We have been cultlvatmg opium for
centuries and we villagers work with
it every day,” one village leader said.
“Yet not one person in the village has
‘ever tasted it....” " |

The. first article on “The Heroin

Trail”is-by-Senior Editor Robert W.

Greene and reporters Les Payne and

¢

This is where it all bégins.

Afyon.' The province and its principal- city
are both named for the opium poppy plant:
Man joins natare in consecrating opmm here.
A thousand-foot rock-mountain juts up in the
center of Afyon town like a minaret of some

‘sprawling mosgue.

Atop the rock is.an ancient castle in ruins.
The poppy farmers call it “Afyon Kara Hisar"—
The Black Castle of Opium Mguntain.

Afyon has been a citadel for opium for
almost a-thousand years. It is stark country,
high, baked dry in the summer, ravished in win-
ter by snow and ice-winds blowing off the
Turkish steppe. The growing season here is
short. The soil is dust-blown, poor. This land
will nourish only the hardiest of crops for the
most patient and long-suffering of farmers.

Opium is that rare hardy crop. The Afyon
peasant is that patient and long-suffering farm- .
er. There are 90,000 farmers in Afyon and
other provinces in Anatolia, the Asian part of
Turkey, who rely on the poppy for survival.

* * %*

The poppy is the staple of village life. Over
the centuries, many uses have been developed
for the plant. Its oil is a base for cooking; its
leaves go into a traditional salad; its seeds en-
rich the bread; its pods are fed to livestock;
and its stalks are woven into cottage ceilings.

Only the gum is not used by the villagers.
They sell it two ways: legally to the Turkish
government, which last year paid $7.47 for each
pound of gum for medicinal uses, or illegally to
drug smugglers, who paid 20 per cent more,
About two-thirds - of the crop usually is sold
illegally. The farmers’ illegal profits are small,
but they are vital in a land where opium is the
only dependable cash crop and where the aver-
age family has a cash income of less than $300
a year.

Others make larger illegal profits: interna-
tional - businessmen, smugglers, chemists and

* drug dealers operating on four continents. The

gum is converted into morphine base and then

.into heroin; and as it moves westward the price
_.snowhalls, unil hervin’ sells for about $113,000 .
“a-pound ‘on: the - streets of New

Ycik. The
ultlmate pnce is pald by the heroin addicts

___________________ = - ~—Continued on Page 7.

- - ' S 5

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Ay

The Trail’s Ultzmate Victims

There were 25 heroin-re-
lated deaths on Long Is-
land in 1972, and 22 more
deaths related to metha-
done. Here are the vic-
tims on the heroin trail.

These persons died on Long Island
In 1972 with morphine in their blood-
streams:

Steven Henkel, 18
6 Ann Terrace, Massapequa
Died at home Jan. 7.

Addiction not established, mother
suspected he was using heroin.

- John Worrell, 22

115 44th St., Copiague

Found dead in Amityville Jan. 12
Deceased had attempted 1o kick
heroin habit.

Robert Willis, 30

746 Brush Hollow Rd., New Cassel
Died at home Feb. 6. .

Suspected narcotic user, according to
medical examiner.

John J. DeMore, 24

155 Crest Ave., Elmont

Died at home Feb. 22.

Old and new needle tracks found on
arms. Heroin in syringe found near
body.

Samuel J. Green, 25

8490 Great Neck Rd., North Amity-
ville

Died in North Amityville Feb. 23.

Paul Jorgensen, 21
10 Lenox Rd.,Rockville Centre
Died at home March 9.

Eyedropper syringe found near body.

Donald J. Flannery, 17

453 Deer Park Drive, Dix Hills

Died at home March 18.

Family said deceased experimented
with drugs in the past.

Robert Garris, 33

41 Grant Ave., Islip

Died at Southslde Hosp)tal March
19.

Robhert Widmer, 21

8079 Perry Ave., Oceanside

Died at friend’s home in Long Beach
April 1.

Apparently began using drugs in
Army.

Donald Jefferson, 24

196-13 119th Ave., St. Albans, Queens
Body found on Lake Success road-
side April 23—old needle - tracks
found on arms.

Mary Ann Yabloni, 22

12 Barringion St., Westbury

Died in friend’s car May 1.
Apparently her first use of drugs in
some time.

William F. Wirtenson, 23

222 Wilshire Dr., East Meadow

Died at home May. 6.

Traces of heroin found in syringe de-
ceased was holding.

Fred D. Gallo, 20

60 Nassau Ave., Glen Head

Died at home May 6.

Family aware of deceased’s drug in-
volvement. Fresh puncture wound
found in arm.

Louis Franzese, 22

16 Edward St., Woodmere

Died at home May 30.

Known narcotics user, according to
medical examiner. Traces of heroin
found near body in glassine bags.

William A. Hoffman, 19

2523 Foxdale Ave., Oceanside

Died at home May 31.

Addiction not established. Heroin
found in syringe near body.

Lawrence J. Kramer, 21

2906 Bayview Ave., Baldwin

Died in rented room in Hempstead
June 18.

An apparent drug user, according to
the medical examiner.

Martin Osmeloski, 18

39 Hilltop Dr., Smithtown

Died at home June. 18.

Friends had urged deceased to give
up drug abuse.

Richard Sullivan, 21

66 Cove Rd., Oyster Bay Cove

Died at home July 14

Became addicted in Navy while in
Vietnam. Parents believed he had
kicked the habit.

Paul A. Perugini, 22

1031 XKnickerbocker Ave.,
Park

Died in friend’s home July 28.
O!d and new needle tracks found on
arms. Deceased had served in Viet-
nam- a year before death.

Eugene J. McHugh, 20 )

218 Abbington Ct., Copiague
Died at home Aug. 22

M ethadone and amphetamuze also
found in body.

Island

-Michele Bahry, 28

16 Moore Ave., Hempstead
Died at home Aug. 23.

Newsday Photo by Mitch Turner

Leon Sahagian, 30
2525 Cedar St., East Meadow
Died at home Sept. 5.

Stephen S. Seroka, 29

430 W. Broadway, Long Beach

Died in friend’s car in Long Beach
Sept. 23.

Ross Seligman, 19 -

40 Sandy Ct., Port Washington

Died at home Oct. 7.

Under counseling by community
anti-drug program at lime of death.

" Donald S. Murphy, 25

6 Mercury Lane, Levittown
Died at home Nov. 5.

These persons died on Long Island
in 1972 with methadone in their
bloodstreams:

John R. Hall, 27
Address unknown
Body found in Lindenhurst Jan. 24.

John Duerenberger, 18
2782 Barclay Ave., Bronx
Died in West Babylon Feb. 12.

Peter Martone, 21

28 Harbor Way, Sea Cliff

Died at home Feb. 19.

Drug use probably infrequent, accord-
ing to medical examiner.

Andrea H. Lees, 19

1353 Dutch Broadway, North Valley
Stream

Died at Franklin General Hospital
Feb. 25.

Not a known drug user.

Daniel Hall, 24

138 Marguerite Ave., Elmont

Died in friend’s apartment.

A Enown addict, according to medical
examiner.

Kenneth J. Erickson, 27

10 Manor Place, Huntington Station
Dead on arrival at Huntington Hos-
pital April 2,

James G. Yeazitzis, 21

4 Garfield St., Bay Shore
Died at home May 29.

Barbara A. Cipriano, z5
33 Mildred Place, North Babylon
Died at home June 17.

Deceased was on county- sponsored

methadone maintenance.

Joseph T. Pascuzzi, M
10 Madeline Way, Rldge

Died at St. Charles Hospltal Aug 4,

Donia Ray Speller, 15
259 E. Clinton Ave.. Roosevelt
Died at home Aug. 8.

Drug
training school for truants.

Eugene G. Saranac, 21

244-35 86th Ave.. Bpﬂerme, Queens
Died in car parked in Floral Park
Aug. 11.

involvement traced 10 statef

Family attributes drug mvolvement -

to Vietnam.

Robert W, Croon.25 o

1004 Park Lane, Frank]m Square
Died at home Aug. 15. : '

No evidence of prior use of hard |

drugs.

Thomas J. Niemi, 30

244 Kirkman Ave., Elmont
Died at home Aug. 15

No evidence of prior use of hard
drugs.

David Neitlich, 18

Cove
Died at home Aug. 26.

237 Laurel Cove Rd., Opyster Bay .

No evidence of prior use- of hard-.

drugs.

Richard 1. Andrews. 20
2?:O Elm St.. Southampton
Eled at Seuthampton Hospital Sept.

Death attributed to combmatwn of
methadone and alcohol

Gary Shannon. 18

90 South 29th St., Wyandanch
Died at home Sept 9. :

Barbara Van Kesteran,. 22

197 Norwood Ave., Port Jefferson
Died at Southside Hosmta] Oct. 23

Sally Ann Grasso, 28
56 Westview Rd., Eaton’s Neck
Died in Northport Oct. 23

Traces of tranquilizers also found
in body.
Patricia Mager, 20

13 Robinwood Lane, Southampton
Died in Southampton Oct. 31

Death resulted from combination of
methadone and barbiturates

Jerome Janetto, 26

113A Doughty Blvd., Inwood
Died at home Dec. 10

Known to have used drugs, according
to medical examiner

George Geide, 26

Kirk Ave, Montauk -
Died at home Dec. 11

Traces of tranquilizers also found
in body.

Edward Hetu, 26.

2 East Garfield St., Bay Shore ’
Died at home Dec, 15 :

)
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-—Contmued from Page 5

and the victims. of thexr crimes in homes and neigh-
borhoods of America.
«“ * * *

) The ‘opium poppy was first cultlva'red on the Ana-
tolian plateau in 1070 A.D., farmers in the area say.

Smee then the cycle of growth has been repeated each-

year. In the fall, the tiny yellow seeds are sown. In
the "spring, the. bnllxant poppy flower blooms with

" white or purple petaJs Weeding and hoeing take place.

in March ;and again in' May. As the weather warms,
the farmers hope for the delicate balance of sun and
rain that will properly ripen the poppy.

At the point of ripeness, usually in June or ear]y )

July, the poppy pods are cut. The gum that oozes out,
‘Just a pinch, lies on the outside of the pod overnight,
ct:mgeﬁhn‘7 to the consxstency of clay. The next day it

is collected by scraping from the outside of the pods

with a trough-shaped tool.

% An acre of poppl% yxelds 20. pounds or ‘more of
dark gum, which is shaped into circular mounds re-
Sembling loaves of pumpernickel bread. The loaves

are stored and eventually sold. The estimated annual -

consumption of heroin in the United States, 10 tons,
is the yield of 10,000 acres of fertile poppy fields,
most of them mTu:key
* * L3

On.Ju.ne 30, 1971, the U.S. and the Ankara gov-
‘ernment approved a joint agreement to ban all opium-
"'growincr in Turkey. The last legal crop was to be har-
yvested in 1972. The agreement, .providing for the
‘payment of $35,000,000 to the Turklsh government,
‘established a three-year period, starting in 1973, dur-
ing which the farmers would be subsidized directly
while the government sought a replacement crop for
‘the opium poppy.

. The legal use for the Turkish opium crop had been
;to supply morphine and heroin for medical purposes.
“The continuing medical demand will be met from the
Jegal crops of many other opium-growing countries,
mcludmg Yugoslavia, Iran, Afghanistan and Indla
i The Nixon Administration hailed the agreemenrt
as a major step toward stemming the heroin crisis,
but many Turks, who don't see heroin as their prob-
Jem, have strongly opposed it. Some officials have
_ argued that the United States should pay $400,-
:000,000. )
¢ " TIbrahim Sarical, agricultural director for -Afyon,
said that his government had realistically taken into
“aacount the amount of money needed to meet ihe
‘peasants’ requirements if they obey the poppy ban:
'18400,000,000. “If the peasants of Afyon'don’t get the
oney they need, they will plant illegally and there
no way in which I can stop them.”

The U.S. rejected that figure as exorbitant, but
‘the Whi: House has acknowledged some awareness
f the dispute.

“Drug abuse is one area where we cannot have

Jbudget cuts, because we must wage what I have called -

total war against public enemy No. I in'the U.S,, the
‘problem of dangerous drugs.
{j “If the ultimate weapon is a bigger subsidy, we
awill use it. It’s worth it—it’s worth $50,000,000 this
wear if that’s what it costs to buy a $3,000,000 crop, if
it’ll do the job. Now it may be that there are social
iproblems and the political problems and the rest, and
their (the Turks’) embarrassment, and that it won’t
do the job. My guess is that $50,000,000 would do
iit, it’s worth it to this country. If that $50,000,000 will
Ido the job—pay $50,000,000.”
—President Nixon “Portrait of a President.”
Film shown during Republican . .
National Convention, Aug 22,1972,

Turkey was susceptible to American pressure %o

oo .1

sign the pact because it depends on massive U.S. mili-
tary and economic aid. A nation governed by martial
law, Turkey maintains the largest standing military
force in Europe (500,000). The force has been sup-
ported by the U.S. since 1948 as a bulwark against
possible Soviet ambitions for a territorial corridor to
the Middle East and for control of the Bosporus and
Dardanelles, the eastern entrance to the Mediterra-~
nean.

The U.S. has given Turkey more than $3 billion in
economic.and military aid, but the poppy farmers do
not see that money. Last year these farmers received
approximately $2,200,000 from ¢he Turkish govern-
ment for legal sales of opium. They sold gum illegally
to drug smugglers for an estimated $5,000,000. During
the three-year period beginning this year, the govern-
ment will be paying almost twice as much to farmers
in compensation for mot growing their crop as was

B R R R R A R R R R e R

The poppy farmers call the ancient
castle in ruins, and the mountain on
" which it stands, “Afyon Kara Hi-
sar''—the Black Castle of Opium.
In the fields about 20 miles away,
the women cut the round pods of
the poppies with. a small sharp
knife. Splum gum- oozes from the
-cut. :

paid for the legal crop that was harvested last year.
But for the illegal revenue the farmers were earning,
there will be no government compensation.

* * =

Poppy-growing villages radiate from the “Opium
Castle” in all directions.

. Degirmendere is such a village. Set in grazing:
foothills 22 miles from Afyon town, it is the home for
700 peasants living in typically primitive conditions:
no eleotricity, no running water, no paved streets,
The villagers have sold more than a ton of opium an-:
nually to the Turkish government, and more than
that annually to illegal drug dealers.

Motivated by tradition and the desire to survive,
Deglrmendere villagers view the harvesting of opiund
&s the year's zenith. We were there one day in early,

—Continued on Pago f
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The Trail’s Ultzmate Victims

There were 25 heroin-re-
lated deaths on Long Is-
land in 1972, and 22 more
deaths related to metha-
done. Here are the vic-
tims on the heroin trail.

These persons died on Long Island
In 1972 with morphine in their blood-
streams:

Steven Henkel, 18
6 Ann Terrace, Massapequa
Died at home Jan. 7.

Addiction not established, mother
suspected he was using heroin.

- John Worrell, 22

115 44th St., Copiague

Found dead in Amityville Jan. 12
Deceased had attempted 1o kick
heroin habit.

Robert Willis, 30

746 Brush Hollow Rd., New Cassel
Died at home Feb. 6. .

Suspected narcotic user, according to
medical examiner.

John J. DeMore, 24

155 Crest Ave., Elmont

Died at home Feb. 22.

Old and new needle tracks found on
arms. Heroin in syringe found near
body.

Samuel J. Green, 25

8490 Great Neck Rd., North Amity-
ville

Died in North Amityville Feb. 23.

Paul Jorgensen, 21
10 Lenox Rd.,Rockville Centre
Died at home March 9.

Eyedropper syringe found near body.

Donald J. Flannery, 17

453 Deer Park Drive, Dix Hills

Died at home March 18.

Family said deceased experimented
with drugs in the past.

Robert Garris, 33

41 Grant Ave., Islip

Died at Southslde Hosp)tal March
19.

Robhert Widmer, 21

8079 Perry Ave., Oceanside

Died at friend’s home in Long Beach
April 1.

Apparently began using drugs in
Army.

Donald Jefferson, 24

196-13 119th Ave., St. Albans, Queens
Body found on Lake Success road-
side April 23—old needle - tracks
found on arms.

Mary Ann Yabloni, 22

12 Barringion St., Westbury

Died in friend’s car May 1.
Apparently her first use of drugs in
some time.

William F. Wirtenson, 23

222 Wilshire Dr., East Meadow

Died at home May. 6.

Traces of heroin found in syringe de-
ceased was holding.

Fred D. Gallo, 20

60 Nassau Ave., Glen Head

Died at home May 6.

Family aware of deceased’s drug in-
volvement. Fresh puncture wound
found in arm.

Louis Franzese, 22

16 Edward St., Woodmere

Died at home May 30.

Known narcotics user, according to
medical examiner. Traces of heroin
found near body in glassine bags.

William A. Hoffman, 19

2523 Foxdale Ave., Oceanside

Died at home May 31.

Addiction not established. Heroin
found in syringe near body.

Lawrence J. Kramer, 21

2906 Bayview Ave., Baldwin

Died in rented room in Hempstead
June 18.

An apparent drug user, according to
the medical examiner.

Martin Osmeloski, 18

39 Hilltop Dr., Smithtown

Died at home June. 18.

Friends had urged deceased to give
up drug abuse.

Richard Sullivan, 21

66 Cove Rd., Oyster Bay Cove

Died at home July 14

Became addicted in Navy while in
Vietnam. Parents believed he had
kicked the habit.

Paul A. Perugini, 22

1031 XKnickerbocker Ave.,
Park

Died in friend’s home July 28.
O!d and new needle tracks found on
arms. Deceased had served in Viet-
nam- a year before death.

Eugene J. McHugh, 20 )

218 Abbington Ct., Copiague
Died at home Aug. 22

M ethadone and amphetamuze also
found in body.

Island

-Michele Bahry, 28

16 Moore Ave., Hempstead
Died at home Aug. 23.
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Leon Sahagian, 30
2525 Cedar St., East Meadow
Died at home Sept. 5.

Stephen S. Seroka, 29

430 W. Broadway, Long Beach

Died in friend’s car in Long Beach
Sept. 23.

Ross Seligman, 19 -

40 Sandy Ct., Port Washington

Died at home Oct. 7.

Under counseling by community
anti-drug program at lime of death.

" Donald S. Murphy, 25

6 Mercury Lane, Levittown
Died at home Nov. 5.

These persons died on Long Island
in 1972 with methadone in their
bloodstreams:

John R. Hall, 27
Address unknown
Body found in Lindenhurst Jan. 24.

John Duerenberger, 18
2782 Barclay Ave., Bronx
Died in West Babylon Feb. 12.

Peter Martone, 21

28 Harbor Way, Sea Cliff

Died at home Feb. 19.

Drug use probably infrequent, accord-
ing to medical examiner.

Andrea H. Lees, 19

1353 Dutch Broadway, North Valley
Stream

Died at Franklin General Hospital
Feb. 25.

Not a known drug user.

Daniel Hall, 24

138 Marguerite Ave., Elmont

Died in friend’s apartment.

A Enown addict, according to medical
examiner.

Kenneth J. Erickson, 27

10 Manor Place, Huntington Station
Dead on arrival at Huntington Hos-
pital April 2,

James G. Yeazitzis, 21

4 Garfield St., Bay Shore
Died at home May 29.

Barbara A. Cipriano, z5
33 Mildred Place, North Babylon
Died at home June 17.

Deceased was on county- sponsored

methadone maintenance.

Joseph T. Pascuzzi, M
10 Madeline Way, Rldge

Died at St. Charles Hospltal Aug 4,

Donia Ray Speller, 15
259 E. Clinton Ave.. Roosevelt
Died at home Aug. 8.

Drug
training school for truants.

Eugene G. Saranac, 21

244-35 86th Ave.. Bpﬂerme, Queens
Died in car parked in Floral Park
Aug. 11.

involvement traced 10 statef

Family attributes drug mvolvement -

to Vietnam.

Robert W, Croon.25 o

1004 Park Lane, Frank]m Square
Died at home Aug. 15. : '

No evidence of prior use of hard |

drugs.

Thomas J. Niemi, 30

244 Kirkman Ave., Elmont
Died at home Aug. 15

No evidence of prior use of hard
drugs.

David Neitlich, 18

Cove
Died at home Aug. 26.

237 Laurel Cove Rd., Opyster Bay .

No evidence of prior use- of hard-.

drugs.

Richard 1. Andrews. 20
2?:O Elm St.. Southampton
Eled at Seuthampton Hospital Sept.

Death attributed to combmatwn of
methadone and alcohol

Gary Shannon. 18

90 South 29th St., Wyandanch
Died at home Sept 9. :

Barbara Van Kesteran,. 22

197 Norwood Ave., Port Jefferson
Died at Southside Hosmta] Oct. 23

Sally Ann Grasso, 28
56 Westview Rd., Eaton’s Neck
Died in Northport Oct. 23

Traces of tranquilizers also found
in body.
Patricia Mager, 20

13 Robinwood Lane, Southampton
Died in Southampton Oct. 31

Death resulted from combination of
methadone and barbiturates

Jerome Janetto, 26

113A Doughty Blvd., Inwood
Died at home Dec. 10

Known to have used drugs, according
to medical examiner

George Geide, 26

Kirk Ave, Montauk -
Died at home Dec. 11

Traces of tranquilizers also found
in body.

Edward Hetu, 26.

2 East Garfield St., Bay Shore ’
Died at home Dec, 15 :
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~—Continued from Page 7 o
Jumne last year when the last legal harvest took place.
o Tt was 4:30 AM, daybreak on the Turkish sbeppe,
as we and the rest of the village arose to breakfast on
hard bread, cheese, and tea. Another breakfast was
served later: hot milk boiled with sugar, slices of thick
unleavened bread, and Tarhana soup, & mixture of
boiled wheat, yogurt, butber, tomatoes, chicken
entrails, salt and green peppers.

At 6:30 AM, it wes time to work. The cows were
driiven . through the unpaved main street, past the
village hall, the teahouse and & small mosque with its
dliver of a minaret. The night-grazing sheep were
brought home. Horse-drawn carts took women, their
veils drawn tightly across their faces, to the poppy
fields, which surround the houses clustered together
neayr the center of the village.

The women did most of the work that day in De-
girmendere, while the men spent their fime near the
teahouse, talking and playing cards. :

‘We accompanied the women and watched the har-
vest. The women cut the round pods of the poppies
with a smeall charp knife. They stooped over the short
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How the Opium is Gathered

plants, flicking their wrists as they made semicircular
grooves about the pods, The opium oozed out of the
cut. The wind stimulated the flow. If the wind had
been too strong, the gum would have smeared on the
planits and been lost.

When the women finished work at noon, we re-
turned from the field. It was suggested that we join in
the daily map that the villagers take. “You betber not
sleep outside,” our government escort told us. “There
are little snakes in the grass and if you sleep with
your mouths open, these snakes will crawl down your
throat and into your stomach. We've had trouble with
them out here before.”

We slept indoors.

After the nap we walked cbout the village. The
huddled sheep all stood their ground, but women we
saw darted into doorways, hid behind curtains or sim-
ply looked away.

We were greebed near the poppy fields by Faruk
Erhan, 45, the headman of the village. Dressed in a
dark suit, vest and flannel shirt, he welcomed us as wa
walked over the dirt road. It was the first time that
the village had been visited by any journalists. He

When the white poppy flower (1] falls off, the exposed pod is ready for cutting, usually in June or July. Women make semicircular cuts in the round
: pods with a small knife; and the opium cozes out of the cufs (2]. The opium gum is allowed fo congeal overnight. The next day, the women scrape the
gum off the pods (3] and put it in an opium pan, such as the one village headman Faruk Echan, posing for photo, is holding {4] as his wifa scrapes pods.

took us into the teahouse, a dark room of knotted
wood and straw and tea kettles, glasses, chairs,

‘We were surrounded by three dozen villagers, men
with powerful hands. They were dressed in dark suits,
with vests but without ties. All wore black peak ca;
as-do most male Turkish farmers; There was a sprin~
kling of brush mustaches among the leathery facea.

~ Erhan whispered to two of the men and they lef§

hurriedly. Minutes later, they returned with seven
large loaves of hot unleavened bread. “This is our
bread we make with the poppy seed,” Erhan said.
The heavy round loaves were placed at the table be-
fore us on old newspapers,

‘We ate the bread with white cheese; we drank lit-
tle glasses of Turkish tea; we ate the loose dry poppy
seeds, popping them in our mouths like peanuts,
“Don’t worry about the seed. They are good; they
don’t have any drug in them,” Erhan said. -

All of us in the teahouse were men. The women,
governed by restrictive Moslem codes, bore the strain
of both drudgery in the fields and primitive condi-
tions at home. They washed clothes in long clay

—~Continued on Next Page
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3'X—‘-—‘Corntinued from Preceding Page
troughs at the head of the main street. They baked in
a communal bakery, swarming with flies, at the top of
the village hill. One midwife lived in the community;
the nearest doctor was 22 miles away in Afyon town.

As the men spoke about women, their sense of
tradition and their independence from-—and disobedi-
ence of—government laws that they disagreed with
became clear. '

For example, the wearing of the veil by women
in Turkey has been forbidden by government regula-
tion for over 35 years. Yet every female in Degirmen-
dere over 15 years of age wears a veil. The veil, as
well as the long sack-like pantaloons and the long-
sleeve blouses the women wore, the men explained to
us, muffled men’s passion. “Ninety per cent of the
crimes are because of women—crimes of passion,” Er-
han said.

. They didn’t view the women as being oppressed.
“Some say that women are working and men are
playing cards. But in this part of the couniry every-
one works, We like work more than ourselves. Here
the women go to the fields with pleasure.”

" The men of the village do little during the ar-
duous harvésting of the opium crop except drive the
women to the fields in the horse-drawn carts. During
late-summer wheat harvesting, however, they work in
the fields beside the women.

In defending their customs, the farmers spoke of
the corruption of the world beyond the Anatolian pla-
teau. “We are poor,” said Erhan, “but much happier
than the rich of the modern world . . . Strikes, nar-
ocotics, all come to Turkey from Europe as problems.
All we know about bank robberies is what some of us
see in American movies. We never steal, except maybe
a chicken from each other.”

“Why all of the fuss to stop growing opium in
Turkey,” one said. “We have heard and read that the
new generation, in particular the hippies, are using
it the wrong way. We have heard of a movie picture
which shows how our opium is smuggled into Syria in
the stomach of a camel. We have been asked to stop
growing. Okay: But poppy is still grown in China,
Burma, Thailand, Yugoslavia and Persia. Why not
stop them, to0?”

“Opium use’is like a cigaret habit, if a person is
smoking the best-quality cigaret and he can’t find his

brand, he will get a lesser-quality brand. That’s‘

what’s going o happen here.”
L * *

The opium poppy grows in temperate zones across
the world, but the bulk—estimated last year at 80 per
cent—of what ends up as heroin in the arms of Amer-
iean addicts comes from Turkey. The amount arriving
in the U.S. from Southeast Asia, g1own in the Golden
Triangle in Laos, Burma and Thailand and processed
into heroin in Hong Kong, has been increasing re-
cently, but not dramatically. ) :

The Turkey-France-United Slates route remains
dominant for these reasons:

Turkish opium gum has the highest morphine
content in the world—from 10 to 16 per cent com-
pared with about six per cent for the opium of South-
east Asia,

The smuggling network running from Turkey
to Europe has resisted a thousand years of police
countermeasures. Moving drugs and other illegal
goods without getting caught is a successful and prof-
itable way of life for many people.

The best heroin chemists in the world are the men
employed by the French underworld to convert mor-
phine base into heroin. Their heroin has proven to be
as.much as 95 per cent pure.

» = »

“Why punish us?’ demanded Mehmet Hulusi
Ozenc, the chief agricultural technician for Afyon
Province. “If the United States wants to save her
children she should enact the mecessary measure to
make sure that the people who take heroin into the
United States and sell it are punished.”

“We have no opium problem in Turkey,” said
Hasan Demirdere, the village chief elder. “We have
been growing opium for centuries and we villagers
work with it every day. Yet not one person in the vil-
lage has even tasted it, not even out of curiosity.”

The farmers explained what they needed beyond
the subsidy payment to make it profitable for them to
abandon opium poppy cultivation. “First they should
help us find more water irrigation and help us
plant more fruit trees,” said Emin Turhan, a village
elder. “But if we can’t get the fruit to the market and
sell it, that’s no help. So we need a canning and bot-
tling factory to turn our fruit to juice. We would also
like a plant for slaughtering and freezing our animals
and another for handling our daily products. We also
need cheap fertilizer and cheap agricultural equip-
ment. The United States keeps saying that we are
sending opium to the Americas; now let us send fruit
juice.”

10

»

Seeds for the Future o
“The Degirmendere farmers said that they will grow the poppy again unless their
needs are met. They have hidden selected poppy seeds that could be planted again if -

the ban ends . . . We asked to see the hidden poppy seeds. After a brief conference . ..
the headman agreed to allow us to take a picture of them.” .

The Degirmendere farmers said that they will
grow the poppy again unless their needs are met.
They have hidden selected poppy eeeds that could be
planted again if the ban ends or if the villagers believe
the time has come to violate it. “The seeds will last
three to four years if you take them out, wash them,
then let them dry and store them again,” one of the
village elders said.

We asked to see the hidden poppy seeds. After a
brief conference among the village elders, Erhan, the
headman, agreed to allow us to take a picture of
them. One man dashed from the teahouse down the
dirt street and disappeared around a corner. A few

minutes after, he returned with a large bag of ilie
small, grain-like seed. We photographed it.

Asked how the seed-hiding squared with the gov-
ernment ban, Hasan Demirdere cited tradition.
“There is an old Turkish proverb” he said, “that a
hungry dog will dig a hole under a bakery. Of coursé,
we are holding on to our seed. Every human being
wants to be able 1o continue his life for himself and
«his children; it is the nature of man and all things
in life. Opium is the only thing that we have.” '

Erhan nodded agreement. “We must grow again if
youli [[;.S.] cannot supply our needs. How else can
we live?” '

{

Why Turkey’s ban on poppy growing is not
likely to work:

The collectors, a former opium traﬁsporher
said, “arc powerful men in our communities, They
can exert iremendous economic and political
influence. It isn’t wise to cross them. They are
not afraid to kill. Nothing happens to them.”

The plice, according to an. Istanbul smuggler,

. “never find anything. If they did, a little bribe
i would be paid, and the police would say that they

Tomorrow: They Are Not Afraid to Kill

found nothing. That’s how it works down here.”
Efforts to develop a substitute crop for the
Poppy growers are impractical, a poppy expert at
Ankara University explained. “You can sow wheat
everywhere in Turkey, but the wheat can’t replace
the money that the peasants got from poppy.”

_ A Turkish farming official believes the ban
will fall soon: “X parliament will not act, our
peasants will. The government can’t put all of
Turkey in jail.”

J/

; 587 oy avefipwdday

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



