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November 17, 2017 
Via Online Portal (https://foia.regulations.gov) 
Director, Office of Information Policy 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Suite 11050 
1425 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Appeal 
FOIPA Request No. 1375028-000 

 
Dear Director: 
 
 I am writing to appeal the FBI’s closure of the Protect Democracy Project’s FOIA 
Request No. 1375028-000 regarding communications between the White House and the 
Department of Justice (“DOJ”). The FBI has failed to fulfill its duties under FOIA by 
closing this request without processing any search for responsive records.   
 

Protect Democracy submitted the FOIA request (attached) to the FBI on May 19, 
2017. On October 11, the FBI wrote Protect Democracy a letter (attached) that stated the 
FBI had “determined that the information requested would be under the purview of 
another agency,” without providing other detail.  On November 1, Cameron Bills, 
paralegal of Protect Democracy, spoke with Leanna Ramsey, of the FBI, to clarify the 
reason for the FBI’s response.  Ms. Ramsey asserted that the FOIA request, in seeking 
communications between the White House and the DOJ, did not sufficiently specify 
communications from the FBI.   
 

FBI’s reading of the FOIA request, and of its own jurisdiction, are incorrect and it 
should process the request without further delay.  First, the FOIA request is directly 
addressed to the FBI.  Furthermore, in the section headlined “Responsive Records,” the 
request plainly states: “We ask that you search for records from all components of the 
Department of Justice… including but not limited to… the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation….”  Second, the FBI is part of the Department of Justice.  Under 28 U.S.C. 
Section 531, “the Federal Bureau of Investigation is in the Department of Justice.”  A 
request for DOJ records encompasses FBI records because FBI is a part of DOJ.   
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Given that six months have passed since this FOIA was submitted in May 2017, 

we expect DOJ to instruct the FBI to promptly process the request.  We hope to be as 
helpful as possible in clarifying or answering questions about our request.  Please contact 
me at allison.murphy@protectdemocracy.org or (202) 417-2341 if you require any 
additional information.  We appreciate your cooperation, and look forward to hearing 
from you very soon. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Allison F. Murphy 
Counsel  
The Protect Democracy Project 
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2020 Pennsylvania Ave NW
#163
Washington, DC 20006
Fax: (929) 777-8428
INFO@protectdemocracy.org

FAX
To Whom It May Concern:

Please see the enclosed fax transmission from The Protect Democracy Project. If you have questions 
about the contents of the fax, please contact us at INFO@protectdemocracy.org or via phone at (202) 
599-0466. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,

Ian Bassin
Protect Democracy Project
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