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      September 7, 2017 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Via online form submission 
 

Re: Freedom of Information Act request for records in regard to EPA’s delayed 
rulemaking of adding natural gas processing facilities to the Toxic Release 
Inventory  

 
Dear Freedom of Information Officer:  
 
 Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 551 et seq., I am writing 
on behalf of the Environmental Integrity Project (EIP) to request records held by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
 
 EIP seeks records related to EPA’s decision to designate its rulemaking action, Adding 
Natural Gas Processing (NGP) Facilities to Toxic Release Inventory (TRI), RIN 2070-AK16, as 
an “inactive action.”  See EPA, 2017 Inactive Actions, 
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/eAgenda/InactiveRINs_2017_Agenda_Update.pdf.  
EIP specifically seeks three types of records: 
 

1. Records regarding EPA’s decision to designate this rulemaking as an inactive action; 
2. Records regarding any regulatory definition or effect of the “inactive action” designation; 

and 
3. Records regarding the anticipated schedule for the rulemaking, including any anticipated 

date for taking final action on the proposed rule. 
 
 Please include in your response an explanation of which records, if any, may be 
privileged or exempt from this FOIA request and why.  If you claim that the records should not 
be disclosed, please justify your refusal by referring to the specific exemption that you are 
invoking under FOIA.  Also, please provide those portions of documents with information 
requested that are not specifically exempted from disclosure. 
 
 Additionally, if the costs of completing this request will exceed $100, please contact me 
with the estimated costs at your earliest convenience. 
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Thank you for your assistance with this request, and I look forward to hearing from you.  
If I can provide any additional information or answer any questions that can help to clarify or 
limit this request, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 263-4451 or 
akron@environmentalintegrity.org. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Adam Kron 
      Senior Attorney 
      Environmental Integrity Project 
 
Attachment 
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Adam Kron

From: foia_hq@epa.gov

Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2017 4:45 PM

To: Adam Kron

Subject: FOIA Request EPA-HQ-2017-011256 Submitted

This message is to confirm your request submission to the FOIAonline application: View Request. Request 
information is as follows:  

 Tracking Number: EPA-HQ-2017-011256  
 Requester Name: Adam Kron  
 Date Submitted: 09/07/2017  
 Request Status: Submitted  
 Description: Please see attached FOIA request  
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Adam Kron

From: Turk, David <Turk.David@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 5:17 PM

To: Adam Kron

Subject: FOIA Extension Request (EPA-HQ-2017-011256)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Adam, 
 
I’m following up on our recent phone call. It appears that we will need to provide to you a letter indicating the need for 
an extension. In the online system I’ll also need to populate a box that indicates whether or not the requester approved 
of the extension. My understanding at this point in time is that we do not require a formal response in any particular 
format other than your general consent to the extension. 
 
I’m proposing 11/30 as EPA’s deadline. Let me know if this works for EIP when you have a chance. We will need more 
time than the current 10/23 deadline. I’ve asked for records from offices that may potentially have records by the close 
of October, so, depending on what I receive at that time, we may be able to close out this request before the proposed 
11/30 extension deadline. 
 
-Dave 
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Adam Kron

From: Adam Kron

Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 2:09 PM

To: Turk, David

Subject: RE: FOIA Extension Request (EPA-HQ-2017-011256)

Hi Dave, 
 
Thanks for your email.  The proposed extension until 11/30 works for us, especially if you’re able to provide any interim 
responses that you mentioned as a possibility between now and then. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Adam 
 
Adam Kron 
Senior Attorney 
Environmental Integrity Project 
1000 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C.  20005 
(202) 263-4451 
Fax: (202) 296-8822 
 

From: Turk, David [mailto:Turk.David@epa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 5:17 PM 
To: Adam Kron <akron@environmentalintegrity.org> 
Subject: FOIA Extension Request (EPA-HQ-2017-011256) 
 
Adam, 
 
I’m following up on our recent phone call. It appears that we will need to provide to you a letter indicating the need for 
an extension. In the online system I’ll also need to populate a box that indicates whether or not the requester approved 
of the extension. My understanding at this point in time is that we do not require a formal response in any particular 
format other than your general consent to the extension. 
 
I’m proposing 11/30 as EPA’s deadline. Let me know if this works for EIP when you have a chance. We will need more 
time than the current 10/23 deadline. I’ve asked for records from offices that may potentially have records by the close 
of October, so, depending on what I receive at that time, we may be able to close out this request before the proposed 
11/30 extension deadline. 
 
-Dave 
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Adam Kron

From: Turk, David <Turk.David@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 5:22 PM

To: Adam Kron

Subject: FOIA EPA-HQ-2017-011256

Attachments: EPA-HQ-2017-011256_OCSPP_TRIPD_Response_11_28_2017.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Mr. Kron:  
 
See attached letter. The Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention of the Environmental Protection Agency has 
completed its review of your FOIA request (EPA-HQ-2017-011256). The request has been transferred to the 
Administrator’s Office, which will respond separately.  
 
-Dave Turk, Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program 
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12/7/2017 FOIA - Freedom of Information Act

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/registered/requestmod?requestId=c1g93AhLC56lSGNi1_yquCuhdjjwQgCe&requestFunction=View 1/2

Full Name :
Organization :

Email Address :

Phone Number :

Fax Number :

Adam Kron

Environmental Integrity Project

akron@environmentalintegrity.org
202-263-
4451
202-296-
8822

Mailing Location :

Address Line 1 :

Address Line 2 :

City :
State/Province :

Zip Code/Postal Code :

United
States/U.S.

Territories
1000
Vermont

Ave NW
Suite 1100

Washington
District of
Columbia
20005

Request Details Tracking Number :  EPA-HQ-2017-011256

 

Submi�ed

 

Evalua�on

 

Assignment

 

Processing
 

Closed

 

Agency :

Will Pay Up To :
Date Submitted :

Estimated Date of Completion :

Office of
Pollution

Prevention and Toxics
$100.00
09/07/2017
11/30/2017

Request Phase :
Request Track :

Final Disposition :

Assignment
Complex

Undetermined

Request Information

Description : 691/2000

Made Request ? Yes

Request a Fee Waiver
Made Request ? No

Request Expedited Handling

Contact Information

 

 

EIP seeks records related to EPA’s decision to designate its rulemaking ac�on, Adding Natural Gas 
Processing (NGP) Facili�es to Toxic Release Inventory (TRI), RIN 2070-AK16, as an “inac�ve ac�on.” 
See EPA, 2017 Inac�ve Ac�ons, 
h�ps://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/eAgenda/Inac�veRINs_2017_Agenda_Update.pdf.  

EIP specifically seeks three types of records: 
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12/7/2017 FOIA - Freedom of Information Act

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/registered/requestmod?requestId=c1g93AhLC56lSGNi1_yquCuhdjjwQgCe&requestFunction=View 2/2

Please see a�ached FOIA request fee waiver

Supporting Files
Attached Files : 

A�ached File Type Size (MB)

2017.09.07 EPA TRIInactiveAction FOIAFeeWaiver.pdf PDF 0.03

2017.09.07 EPA TRIInactiveAction FOIA.pdf PDF 0.03

EPA-HQ-2017-011256 EXTENSION_10_23_2017.pdf PDF 0.34

Payments
No payments to display.

 

Correspondence with Requester
Subject From Date Detail

FOIA Fee Waiver Disposition Reached for EPA-HQ-2017-
011256

2017-10-
05

Fee Waiver Denial Linda F.
Person

2017-10-
05

FOIA Request EPA-HQ-2017-011256 Submitted 2017-09-
07

Released Records
No records have been released.

 

 

 
Invoice

Total Amount Billed : $0.00 
Date Sent : 
No invoice has been added.

 

 

 

Case 1:17-cv-02610   Document 1-1   Filed 12/07/17   Page 19 of 19

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/getContent?objectId=qjjZZBelYcGlSGNi1_yquAz1vmwwc1-s
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/getContent?objectId=3ijhS4z2H5OlSGNi1_yquKLjyb9_iBrn
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