Last week millions of Americans were shocked to learn of the behavior of billionaire
mogul Harvey Weinstein. We were not. This same kind of inappropriate, sexually
harassing behavior cuts across every industry and facet of our society. No matter a
woman’s age, weight, religion, sexual orientation, race, social status, or position of
power, she is not insulated from this behavior. It is pervasive.

Enough.

As women leaders in politics, in a state that postures itself as a leader in justice and
equality, you might assume our experience has been different. It has not. Each of us
has endured, or witnessed or worked with women who have experienced some form of
dehumanizing behavior by men with power in our workplaces. Men have groped and
touched us without our consent, made inappropriate comments about our bodies and
our abilities. Insults and sexual innuendo, frequently disguised as jokes, have
undermined our professional positions and capabilities. Men have made promises, or
threats, about our jobs in exchange for our compliance, or our silence. They have
leveraged their power and positions to treat us however they would like.

Why didn’t we speak up? Sometimes out of fear. Sometimes out of shame. Often these
men hold our professional fates in their hands. They are bosses, gatekeepers, and
contacts. Our relationships with them are crucial to our personal success.

We don’t want to jeopardize our future, make waves, or be labeled “crazy,”
“troublemaker,” or “asking for it.” Worse, we’re afraid when we speak up that no one
will believe us, or we will be blacklisted.

These degrading acts over time cause us to shrink back in our personal and
professional lives. While advocating for the causes and clients in which we believe, and
working to advance our careers, we must concurrently balance these activities with
worry, fear or shame.

We worry if the dress we wore sent the wrong message; if we are somehow at fault for
our own harassment and abuse. We fear the ramifications of coming forward. Many of
us feel ashamed that we have failed to protect our friends from abuse. We have felt
powerless to stop the cycle.

We’re done with this.

Each of us who signed this op-ed will no longer tolerate the perpetrators or enablers
who do.

What now? It’s time for women to speak up and share their stories. We also need the
good men, and there are many, to believe us, have our backs, and speak up. Until
more women hold positions of power, our future is literally dependent on men. It’s time



to promote women into elected office, in positions of leadership, and onto corporate
boards.

For those in power, this means choosing to work with firms that hire and treat women
fairly, and asking for a woman to be the lead on your account. It means choosing to
patronize businesses that are led by and empower women. And when you see - or
experience - inappropriate behavior, don’t sweep it under the rug. Speak up, speak
loud, and know there is a community of people who will support you.

Do you want to get involved in finding a solution? Do you have a story to tell? If
you feel comfortable sharing your story, or want to get engaged, join us as
at: WeSaidEnough.com
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