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Audre Lorde, 58, A Poet, Memoirist And Lecturer, Dies
Published: November 20, 1992

Audre Lorde, a black feminist writer who became the poet laureate of
New York State in 1991, died on Tuesday at her home on St. Croix.
She was 58 years old.

She died of liver cancer, said a friend, Blanche Cook.

Ms. Lorde had had cancer for 14 years and in 1980 wrote "The
Cancer Journals," which traced the first stages of her disease.

From the publication of her first book in 1968, Ms. Lorde's 17 volumes
of poetry, essays and autobiography reflected her hatred of racial and sexual prejudice.
Among them are "Cables to Rage" (1970); "Coal" (1976); "Zami: A New Spelling of My
Name" (1983), and, most recently, "Undersong: Chosen Poems Old and New," which was
recently published by W. W. Norton.

A collection of essays, "A Burst of Light," won an American Book Award in 1989. Her 1973
collection, "From a Land Where Other People Live," was nominated for a National Book
Award. Active Politically and Academically

Ms. Lorde, who also used her adopted African name, Gamba Adisa, was born in
Manhattan and graduated from Hunter College and the Columbia University School of
Library Science. She became an English professor at Hunter and lectured widely
throughout the United States, Europe and Africa. She was active in many literary and
political organizations and a founding member of Women of Color Press and Sisterhood
in Support of Sisters in South Africa.

She was an outspoken lesbian and served on the board of the Feminist Press in New York
City and often gave readings of her works at Judith's Room, a feminist bookstore in
Greenwich Village.

Among her honors were the Walt Whitman Citation of Merit in 1991, making her the poet
laureate of New York; the Manhattan Borough President's Award for Excellence in the
Arts in 1988, and honorary doctorates from Hunter, Oberlin and Haverford Colleges.

Her marriage to Edwin Rollins ended in divorce.

She is survived by her companion, Gloria I. Joseph of St. Croix; a son, Jonathan Rollins,
and a daughter, Elizabeth LordeRollins, both of New York City, and four sisters, Helen
Lorde, Phyllis Blackwell and Marjorie and Mavis Jones.

Photo: Audre Lorde (David Jennings, 1991)

MOST EMAILED RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Log in to discover more articles
based on what you‘ve read.

 
What’s This? | Don’t Show

1. The Symptoms of Dying

2. UPDATE
Good Food in Economy? Six Airlines Are
Making It Happen

3. THE ETHICIST
Should I Help an Unjustly Fired Co
Worker?

4. ‘I’m Right Here!’ Sean Spicer Says While
Toiling to Find Successor

5. FRUGAL TRAVELER
How to Survive Airport Security

6. A Transgender Groom Sees Beyond What
He Ever Imagined

7. Audrey Tautou’s Very Private Self
Portraiture

8. Finders Keepers? An Ohio Goodwill
Returns $97,000 Mistakenly Donated With
Clothes

9. ‘Is There a Man I Can Talk To?’: Stories of
Sexism in the Workplace

10. GLOBAL HEALTH
The HighTech Device That’s Like a
Bouncer for Mosquitoes

© 2017 The New York Times Company Site Map Privacy Your Ad Choices Advertise Terms of Sale Terms of Service Work With Us RSS Help Contact Us Site Feedback

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR

Books
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

ART & DESIGN BOOKS Sunday Book Review Best Sellers DANCE MOVIES MUSIC TELEVISION THEATER EVENTS INTERNATIONAL ARTS

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

EMAIL

SHARE

PRINT

REPRINTS

  Helpadshea...U.S. Edition

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/login
http://www.nytimes.com/regi
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/extras/recommendations/recommendations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/well/live/the-symptoms-of-dying.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=0?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/well/live/the-symptoms-of-dying.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=0?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/travel/good-food-economy-passengers-six-airlines.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=1?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/travel/good-food-economy-passengers-six-airlines.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=1?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/magazine/should-i-help-an-unjustly-fired-co-worker.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=2?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/magazine/should-i-help-an-unjustly-fired-co-worker.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=2?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/us/politics/im-right-here-sean-spicer-says-while-toiling-to-find-successor.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=3?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/us/politics/im-right-here-sean-spicer-says-while-toiling-to-find-successor.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=3?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/travel/airport-security-survival-tips.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=4?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/travel/airport-security-survival-tips.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=4?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/fashion/weddings/transgender-groom-wedding.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=5?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/21/fashion/weddings/transgender-groom-wedding.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=5?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/t-magazine/entertainment/audrey-tautou-photographs-self-portraits-superfacial.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=6?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/t-magazine/entertainment/audrey-tautou-photographs-self-portraits-superfacial.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=6?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/us/finders-keepers-an-ohio-goodwill-returns-97000-mistakenly-donated-with-clothes.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=7?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/us/finders-keepers-an-ohio-goodwill-returns-97000-mistakenly-donated-with-clothes.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=7?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/business/women-react-to-sexism-in-the-workplace.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=8?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/business/women-react-to-sexism-in-the-workplace.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=8?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/health/mosquito-trap-microsoft-project-premonition.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=9?src=recg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/health/mosquito-trap-microsoft-project-premonition.html?mabReward=TS2&recp=9?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/copyright/copyright-notice.html
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html#pp
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/sale/terms-of-sale.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/membercenter/feedback.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/most-popular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/design/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/review/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/best-sellers-books/overview.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/international/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1992/11/20/books/audre-lorde-58-a-poet-memoirist-and-lecturer-dies.html?pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
javascript:;
javascript:;

