WASHINGTON TRIBES:
STANDING BY STANDING ROCK

PRESIDENT OBAMA,

Washington Tribes continue to stand in solidarity with the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. We
support their call to deny the easement of the Dakota Access Pipeline and to reroute the pipeline
away from tribal lands, waters and sacred places.

MR. PRESIDENT, WE URGE YOU, IN YOUR FINAL MONTHS, TO JOIN US IN OUR STAND
WITH STANDING ROCK.

Across the country our tribes have been impacted by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers’ and
agency’s decisions on infrastructure and development, which have been detrimental to our
environment, natural resources and communities. This is a reality for Native people, who have
been disenfranchised and repeatedly shoved aside for profit. As our brother, Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe Chairman David Archambault Il, says, “[Energy Transfer Partners] are realizing
billions of dollars in revenue. But if you look at the top ten poorest counties in the nation, two of
them are in Standing Rock. We are not opposed to economic development. We are not opposed
to energy independence. But we are tired of paying for it.” For too long Native people have paid
the price for others’ gain. “Whenever there is a resource that needs to be exploited, our lands
just keep being taken,” Archambault says. “It has been inflicted on us for over 200 years.”

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH, MR. PRESIDENT.

Your administration has stood by Native nations. You have shown solidarity with our people by
taking action to address the unmet needs of our tribal communities. You have enacted laws,
regulations and policy, as well an implemented programs, processes and funding that adhere to
the trust responsibility of treaties and federal agreements.

We want to send a strong message that what happens in Standing Rock sets a precedent for
how the United States Government will work with tribes in the future.

WE ARE UNITED IN OUR CAUSE.

Millions of Americans have demonstrated their support through direct action, such as signing a
White House petition and sending letters against the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline
on sacred tribal lands. Thousands of water protectors are pouring into Standing Rock and
hundreds of people are rallying in peaceful protest across this great country. Now is the time, Mr.
President, to make a decision.

Do not let DAPL be your legacy. Do not let it be our legacy. We stand by you, Mr. President.
Now, we urge you to stand by Standing Rock.
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