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GENE HEALY

y new book is called The Cult of the Presiden-
oy, but lately Pve been thinking that I
should have called it The Futility of Hope.
| hope you're not here foradose of sun-
ny optimism about the state of the presidency and the
furure of our politics. Because if so, man, are you about
to be disappointed.
Let’s think about that phrase “the Audacity of Hope.” _
What does it mean? I haven’t read the book, butin listening Gene Healy iscvice resident a e Ca
. Institsteand the author of The Cult of
to the speeches where Obama uses the phrase,itbecomes  the Presidency: America’s Dangerous
dlear that “the Audacity of Hope™ is the belief in the promise ~ DeHEUERES Executive Powes, recently
Frede "  prosidential pol '« the ide described by George Will as “brilliant...
of redemption through presidential politics, (s theidea  ghoyuar'smostpertinentand sobering
thar the president can save us. That when it comes towhat- public affairs book.” Thisis an excerpt

ever itis thatails us—whether i’'s unemployment or huri- ?E;f’ew’g“w at Cato Universify o

canes, divisiveness or spiritual malaise—the president has
the cure. As Obama putitina speechin South Carolinaa CA_IO
couple of months back, with the right kind of leadership,
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we can “create a Kingdom right here on earth”
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Today. Michaels holds A.B. and S VL degrees in biological sciences and plant
ecology from the University of Chicago, and he received a Ph.D. in ecologj-
cal climatology from the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 1979,

Acconting to Nature magazine, you are among the
most popular academic lecturers on global warming
inthe nation. When you speak to audiences across
America, what is the single most important point you
try to get across ahout the state of our climate?

The earth surface temperature has risen about
1°C in the last 100 years. About half of that
rise occurred early in the 20th century, before
the carbon dioxide concentration of the ac-
mosphere had changed appreciably. A second
warming began around 1975, reaching a peak
in 1998 because a very strong El Nino event and
avery active sun added to the warming trend
associated with elevated carbon dioxide. There
has been no warming since then, showing that
the internal variability of the climate system
is still of sufficient magnitude to temporarily
stop the carbon dioxide-induced warming, One
of the implications of this is that we have al-
most certainly overestimated the sensitivity of
surface temperature to carbon dioxide. Anoth-
eris that warming of the 21st centuryis likely to
be modest—around 1.5-1.75°C. This is the fig-
ure one arrives at by adjus ting computer model
projections for observed warming—in other
words moving them from the world of the the-
oretical to the real one.

There has been much debate on the credibility of cli-
mate science. Inyour opinion, is the science credible?

There are several lines of economic and social
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Mark your calendars!

In January, Pat Michaels's new book Climate of Extremes: Global Warming
Science They Don’t Want You to Know will be released by the Caro Instirute,

thought that argue that large-scale issues that
confront society tend to be exaggerated once
they enter the political sphere. Global warming
is not immune to this. Consequently, lurid and
scary scenarios with little or no justification,
such as the notion that Greenland will sudden-
ly shed its ice and the sea-level will rise 20 feet
by 2100, receive a lot of attention. More mod-
erate points of view, such as the fact thar run-
ing our climate projections with reality leads to
amodest warming, are rarely heard. That’s the
most credible science on global warming. »

Both presidential candidates want to do more to ad-
dress the threat of climate change. In your opinion,
what is the best way to tackle climate change from
a public policy standpoint?

Do the politically incorrect and seemingly im-
possible thing: nothing right now. No carbon
tax. No cap-and-trade hidden tax. No emis-
sions cap. Why? First, the rate of warming is
very modest, meaning that there is plenty of
time to develop new or modified forms of ener-
gy production that will emit less carbon diox-
ide. If those are desired goods (and efficient
products generally are), preserving the capital
for investment in them (by individuals) rather
than taking it away for government to invest
(with taxes) is a more efficient way to get to

amore efficient future.
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