NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000

Serial: MDR-83720
18 October 2016

MUCKROCK

DEPT MR 23877

411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144-2516
ATTN: Mr. Michael Best

Dear Mr. Best:

This responds to your request of 9 February 2016 to have “Encrypted and untranslated
copies of messages which were examined by the February 1943 project later codenamed
VENONA and ended on October 1* 1980 reviewed for declassification. You further state “the
decrypted and translated records have been released and posted to the NSA’s website, and neither
the decryption method (a One Time Pad was repeatedly used, allowing the code to be broken) nor
the Russian-to-English translation process remains classified.”

Your request has been reviewed under the Mandatory Declassification Review (MDR)
requirements of Executive Order (E.O.) 13526. The information requested is denied in its
entirety as it meets the criteria for classification as set forth in Section 1.4 subparagraphs (b) and
(c) and remains classified TOP SECRET as provided in Section 1.2 of E.O. 13526. In addition,
Section 3.5 (c) of E.O. 13526, allows for the protection afforded to information under the
provisions of law. Therefore, information that would reveal NSA/CSS functions and activities
has been protected in accordance with Section 6, Public Law 86-36 (50 U.S. Code 3605, formerly
50 U.S. Code 402 note). The withheld information is exempt from automatic declassification in
accordance with Sections 3.3(b)(3) and (6) of the Executive Order.

Since your request for declassification has been denied, you are hereby advised of this
Agency’s appeal procedures. Any person denied access to information may file an appeal to the
NSA/CSS MDR Appeal Authority. The appeal must be postmarked no later than 60 calendar
days after the date of the denial letter. The appeal shall be in writing addressed to the NSA/CSS
MDR Appeal Authority (P133), National Security Agency, 9800 Savage Road, STE 6881, Fort
George G. Meade, MD 20755-6881. The appeal shall reference the initial denial of access and
shall contain, in sufficient detail and particularity, the grounds upon which the requester believes
the release of information is required. The NSA/CSS MDR Appeal Authority will endeavor to
respond to the appeal within 60 working days after receipt of the appeal.

Sincerely,

BLAKE C. BARNES
Chief
Declassification Services
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