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China’s Indisputable Sovereigaty Over the Xisha

And Mansha lIslands

On Januwary 30, the Ministry of Foreign
Affeirs of China published g document whick,
by citing numerous historical records and of-

ficiul documents, proves China’s indisputable
snvereignty over Xisha and Nansha Islands and
explodes the fallaciousness of the Vietnamese
claims in this regard. Following
iy the full textl-— Ed.

HE Xisha and Nansha Islands are two large

island groups in the South China Sea.
Like (he Dongsha and Zhongsha Islands, they
have been China’s lerritory since ancienl times.
This is not only proved by numerous Chinese
and {oreign historical records, documents, maps
and cultural relics of ancient or modern limes,
but also recognized by many countries and ex-
tensive world opinion. These island groups
were for a time in modern history illegally
seized by foreign countries, but this in no way
changes Lhe historical fact and legal basis of
their belonging to China.

The Vietnamese authorities cherish re-
gional hegemonic and expansionist designs.
While slepping up aggression and expansion
in Indnchina and Southeast Asia, they illegally
occupied some islands of China's Nansha island
group in 1975 and flagrantly laid a terrilorial
claim to China's Xisha and Nansha Islands,
reversing their earlier position of recognizing
these islands as Chinese lerritory. On Septem-
ber 28, 1979 the Vieinamese Foreign Ministry
issued a White Book cntitled Viet Nom's Sév-
ereignty Cwver the Huoeng Sa and Truony Sa
Archipelagogs, in which it pieced together or
contrived some sell-contradictory and ulterly
untenable “proving materials” in a vain at-
tempt {o [lind legal grounds for their illegal
occupation and expansionist designs.  This is
completely fulile.

it is impermissible Lo falsify historical
facts or irample upon principles of internation-
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al law. Here we cite authentic historical rec-
ords and official documents to refute and ex-
plode the lies of the Vietnamese authorities
and clearly prove the indisputable sovereignty
of the People’s Republic of China over the
Xisha and WNansha Islands.

(1) The Xisha and Neansha Islands Have Been
China’s Territory Since Ancient Times

As early as the 2nd century B.C., at the
time of Empercr Wu Di of the Han Dymasty.
Chinese people began sailing the South China
Sea. After long years of navigation, they dis-
covered successively the Xisha and Nansha
Islands. The geographical features of these
islands are described in Nar Zhou Yi Wu Zhi
{Sirange Things of the Southern Provinces) by
Wan Zhen and Fu Nan Zhuan (An Account of
Fu Nan) by Kang Tai, both of which were
written in the Three Kingdoms period (220-
265)*.

After the discovery of the Xisha and
MNansha f[slands. groups of Chinese people,
surmounting all kinds of difficulties, came to
visit and develop them. Their voyages to the
Xisha and Nansha Islands and their productive
aclivities there during more than 1,000 years
and the location and distribution of these
islands are recorded in Meng Liang Lu (Record

* Wan Zhen in his Nanzheu Yi Wu Zhi {Strange
Things of the Southern Provinces) wrote about the
navigation roule from the Malay Peninsula to the
mainland of China in the Han Dynasty: . ..
going northeastward, one reaches Dagitoy and then
sails through Zhang Hal, which is shallow and has
a lot of lodestones underneath.” Zhang Hai was the
name for the present Sputh China Sea. The lode-
stones rteferred 1o are the then submerged sand
cavs and reefs of the Xisha and Nansha Tslands.
They were called “lodestones” because ships were
liable to be siranded on them ancd unable to ex-
tricate themselves. Kang Tai in his Fu Nan Zhuan
{An Account of Fu Nan) wrote: “In Zhang Hai
Llhere are coral islands with flat base rocks. on
which coral grows™
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Annex 104

Along with the expleitation
and development of the Xisha
and Nansha I[slands by Chinese
people, the successive Chinese
governments exercised juris-
diction over them.

As early as the Northern
Song Dymnasty (960-1127), Chi-
nese naval patrols reached the
Xisha Islands. [t is recorded in
Wu Jing Zong Yao {Qutline
Record of Military Aflairs)*, to
whichh the Northern Song
Emperor Ren Zong {1023-1063)
" personally wrole a preface,
that the Northern Song court
“ordered patrols by imperial
forces and the building of a

ANNEX 1:

Dynasly ahout the patrol
reaching Jiuruluozhoo,

of a Daydreamer) of the Song Dymasty, Dan
Yi Zhi Lue (Brief Account of the Islands) of
the Yuan Dynasty. Dong Xi Yang Kao (Studies
on the Oceans East and West) and Shun Feng
Xiang Song (Fair Winds for Escort) of the
Ming Dynasiy, Zhi Nan Zheng Fa (Compass
Directions} and Hai Guo Wen Jian Lu (Records
of Things Seen and Heard About the Coastal
Regions) of Lhe Qing Dynasly and Geng Lu
Bu (Manuals of Sea Routes) of fishermen of
various generations. In these works, the
Xishe and Nansha Islands were variously nam-
ed Jiuruluczhou (nine isles of cowry), Shitang
(rocky reels), Qianlishitang (thousand-li rocky
reefs), Wanlishitang (ten ihousand-ii rocky
reefs), Changsha (long sand cays). Qianlichang-
sha (thousand-li sand cays) and Wanlichangsha
(ten thousand-li sand cays), and the numerous
islands, reefs, sand cays and banks of these two
archipelagoes were also given many descriptive
names. In recenl years, there have been dis-
covered in the Xisha Islands ruins of living
qgquarters, poltery and porcelain utensils, iron
knives. iron cocking pots, and other articles of
daily use belonging to- the Tang and Song
Dynasties, and wells. shrines. tombs and other
relics of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. These
[acts prove that, since at least ihe Tang and
Seng Dynasties, Chinese people have lived on
the Xisha and Nansha Islands and engaged in
fishing and other productive activities there.
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Record in "Wu Jing Zong Yao" (Outline
Record of Mililary Affairs) of the Norihernm Song
of the "Guangnan Fleel"

barracks for naval patrols™ in
Guangnan (now Guangdong),
“commissioned the building of
keeled sea-faring warships™
which, “sailing in the south-
western direclion from Tun-
menshan, with a fair east
wind, can rteach Jiuruluozhou
in seven days.” (See annex l.) Jiuruluozhou was
the name for today's Xisha Islands. It shows
that the MNorthern Song court already pul the
Xisha Islands under its jurisdiction and there-
fore dispaiched nawval “‘warships” to patrol
them.

Early in the Yuan Dynasty, an astronomical
observation was carried out at 27 places
throughout the country. In the 16th year of
the reign of Zhiyuan (1279) Kublai Khan or
Emperor Shi Zu. personally assigned Guo Shou-
jing, famous astronomer and Deputy Director

of the Astronomical Bureau™, to do the observa- r

tion in the South China Sea. According {o the ~
official History of the Ywan Dynasty, Nanhai.
Guo's observation point, was “'lo the south of
Zhuya" and “the result of the survey showed
that the latitude of Nanhail is 15°N." The
astronomical observation point MNanhai was on

* Wi Jing Zong Yao (Dutline Record of Mili-
rary Affairs) was authoritative lilerature of the Song
Dynasty, which recerds the military system and
major alfairs in national defence. It was edited by
Ding Du, Depury Prime Minisler and concurrently
Minister of Works, and Zeng Gongliang, Royal At-
tendant in Tian Zhanz Ge, 3 title equlvalent io a
privy councillor,

** The Chinese name of the tille was “Teng Zhi
Tai Shi Yuan Shi.”

Beijing Review, No. 7
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today's Xisha Islands®. 1t shows that Xisha
Islands were within the bounds of China at the
time of the Yuan Dynasty.

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the
officially compiled local chronicles Guaengdong
Tong Zhi, Qiongzhoufu Zhi and Wanzhou Zhi
all record, in the section of ‘territory™ or
“‘geography, mountains and waiers,” that
“Wanzhou covers @ianlichangsha (thousand-li
sand cays) and Wanlishitang (ten thousand-li
rocky reefs).” This shows that at the time, the
Xisha and Nansha Islands were under the
administration of Wanzhou of Qicngzhou Pre-
fecture (now Wanning and Lingshui Counties,
Hainan Island). Guangdong Province.

in the 49th to 5lst years of the reign of
Kangxi (1710-12) of the Qing Dynasty. Wu
Sheng, Vice-Admiral of the Guangdong Flest
led a naval patrol and “went personally on an
inspection tour, selling out for Qiongya, round-
ing Tonggu and passing through Qizhouyang
and Sigengsha, covering 3,000 [i**.” The
Qizhouyang (sea of seven islands) mentioned
here refers to the sea area around the Xisha
Islands, whose patrol was the responsibility of
the Guangdong Fleet. In the book Shi Xi Ji
Cheng (Travel Notes of an Envoy Lo the West)
by Guo Songtao, the Qing Dynasty Minister to
Britain, the account of his voyage to his post
made in 1876 includes this passage: “By noon
an the 24th day of the tenth moon, 2nd vear of
the reign of Guangxu, the ship had sailed 831
li and reached 17 degrees 30 minutes north of
the Equator, 200 to 300 ! south of Qiongzhou.
The sailors called this place China Sea....
Nearby to the left were the Paracel Islands
[the Kisha Islands] which yielded sea slugs.
and also coral. which was nol of very good
 quality. These islands belong to China.”

In the 9th year of the reign of Guangxu
(1883), Cermany carried oul surveys on the
Xisha and Nansha Islands but had to stop them
under the protest of the Qing Government.

The fact that the Xisha and Nansha Islands
have been China's territory since ancien: times
is not only recorded in a large number of
history books and local chronicles but also cor-
roborated by many official maps, e.g., Huang
Ring Ge Zhi Sheng Fen Tu (Map of the Prov-
inces Direcily Under the Imperial Qing Au-
thority) made in the 20th year of Qianiong
(1755}, Da Qing Wan Nian Yi Tong Di Li Quan
Tu (Map of the Eternally Unified Great Qing
Empire) made in the 15th year of Jiaging {1810)
and Da Qing Yi Teng Tian Xia Quan Tu (Map

Fehruary 18, 1980

of the Unified Territory of the Greal Qing
Empire) made in the 22nd year of Jiaqing
{1817,

In the fourth moon of the first year of
Emperer Xuantong (190%), Zbhang Renjun.
Governor of ‘Guangdong and Guangxi, sent Li
Zhun, Admiral of the Guangdong Fleet, with
more than 170 naval officers and men on an
inspection tour of the Xisha Islands in Lhree
warships, the Fube. the Guangjin and the
Shenhang. They inspected 15 islands and sen
up stone tablets engraved wiith the names of
the islands. They hoisted the flag and fired a
salvo on Yongxing Island by way of reasseri-
ing Chinese sovereigniy.

In 1911 the Chinese Guangdong provincial
government announced the putting ol the
Xisha Islands under the administration nf
Yaxian County, Hainan Island. [n 1921 the
Ministry of Interior of the Chinese Governmeni
approved a license for He Ruinian, a merchant
of Guangdong Province, to engage in fishing.
plantation and mining on the Xisha Islands.
Later he was found to have transferred the
license to Japanese merchanis, and the license
was withdrawn.

In May 1928 the Guangdong provincial
Eovernment sent a study group consisting of
military angd civil officers. scientists and tech-
nicians to go to the XKisha Islands by warship
to make investigations on the spol. The group
submitied a detailed report on the results of
the investigations.

*Guo Shoujing then was responsible for the
work of eslablishing astronomical observation points
within the bounds of China in the Yuan Dynasty.
The Nanhai observation point was 1o the soulh of
Zhuya” ihal is, to Lhe south of Hainan island. The
result of their survey was: ““The jatitude of Qiong-
zhou is 19.75°N"; "The latitude of Nanhal is 15°N.”
This shows that the Nanhai observation point was
more than 4 degrees south of Qiongzhou cbserva-
lion point on Hainan Island, which is exactly the
location of the Xisha Islands of today. Owing 1o
technological limitations at that time, Lhe norih
latitudes oblalned of meost of the 27 ubservalion
points showed an error of aboul gne degree as com-
pared with their present latitudes, Since acecording
1o the system of the Yuan Dynasty a circumference
was divided into 365.25 degrees instead of 360 de-
grees as at present, the then 15°N for the Nanhai
observation poin{ should actoally be IM°47°'N, and
discounting the error ¢f aboutl one degree, its loca-
tion is precisely on the Xisha Islands of today.

** See volume 56 of Quan Zhou Fu Zhi (History

of Quanzhou), written during the reign of Qianlong
of the Qing Dynasty.

17



The above historical facts fully prave that
China was the first to discover. deveiop and
administer ithe Xisha and Nansha Islands.
Consecutive jurisdiction was exercised over
them by successive Chinese Governments for
mere than 1.000 years. The Chinese are indis-
putable owners of these island groups,

{2) China's Struggle in Defence of lIts
Sovereignty Over the Xishe and
Nansha Islands

For a period of time after the establish-
ment of its ¢olonial rule in Viet Nam lowards
the end of ithe 19th century. France still rec-
ognized China's sovergignty over the Xisha
Islands. In connection with the Xisha Islands.
the French Premier and Foreign Minister
Arstide Briand admitted on August 22, 1921
“the impossibility in which we currently [ind
ourselves to claim these Islands as the Chinese
Government has since 1909 exercised iis rights
to their ownership [referring to the ubove-men-
tioned inspection tour of the Xisha Islands by
Li Zhun}” In 19295 French Acling Governor-
General in Indochina also conceded that “ac-
cording to reports {rom varicus sources, the
Paracels {the Xisha Islands] should be regarded
as belonging to China*.

But the then French colonialists. covelous
of Chinese territory and aware of the great
strategic importance of the Xisha Islands,
tried to seize these islands by taking the op-
portunity of Japanese aggression against Chi-
na's northeastern provinces starling with the
September 18th [ncident of 1831, In a note ad-
dressed to the Chinese Legation in France on
December 4 the same year, the French Govern-
ment asserted Lhat the Empire of Apnam had
a so-called “prior tille” to the Xisha Islands.
thus flagrantly laying a terriforial claim to
these Chinese Islands. The then Chinese
Government gave a rebuital in categorical
terms, pointing out that the Xisha lslands had
lorng been under China's jurisdiction. In his
note of November 30, 1932 to the French Con-
sul in Guangzhou, Zhu Zhaoxin, Special In-
spector of the Minisiry of Foreign Alfairs of
the Chinese Government. again affirmed that
“there is no doubt whatsoever that the Xisha
Islands are part of China's territory.”

However, the ithen French authorities went
a step further and invaded and uveccupied nine

*See Rewiew of Foreign Affairs. April 1034
p. 77,
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of China's Nansha Islands in 1933. The Chi-
nese people rose in protest, and the then Chi-
nese Governmeni made strong representations
to the..French authorities through diplomatic
channels.

A "“Committee for the Examination of
Land and Sea Maps" composed of the repre-
sentatives of the Chinese Foreign, Interior and
Naval Ministries and other institutions in 1934-
35 specially checked and approved the names
of the Souith China Sea Islands and compiled
and printed the Map of the South Chine Sea
Islands. on which the Dongsha, Xisha. Zhong-
sha and Nansha Islands were clearly marked
as belonging to China.

During World War II, Japan invaded and
occupied 1the Xisha and Nansha Islands in 1939.
Following the Japancse surrender in 1945, the
then Chinese Government in November and
Decernber 1946 designated senior officials to
proveed to the Xisha and Nansha Islands by
warships io iake over these islands, where take-
over ceremonies were held and stone tablets
erected (see annex 2) and troops garrisomed.
These were followed by the renaming of the
Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha Islands
and their various islands, sand cays, reefs and
banks. Thus, the Xisha and Nansha Islands.
once illegally seized by ([oreign powers, were
resinred to the jurisdiction of the Chinese
Government.

Alter the founding of the People's Re-
public of China, Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai.
in his Statement on the U.S.-U.K. Draft ol
Peace Treaty With Japan and the San Francisco
Conference, solemnly declared on August 15,
1951 that, like the Dongsha and Zhongsha

[slands, the Xisha and Nansha Islands “haves

always been China’s territory.” that “although’
they had been occupied by Japan for some
time during the war of aggression waged by
Japanese imperialism. they were all taken over
by the then Chinese Government, following
Japan's surrender,” and thal “whether, or not
the U.5-U.K. draft treaty conizins provisions
en this subject and noe matier how these pro-
visions are worded,” China's sovereignty over
the Xisha and Nansha Islands “will not be in
any way affected.”

Thereafter, the Governmeni and Foreign
Minisiry of the People's Republic of China
have issued many solemn. statements opposing
foreign infringement on China's sovereignty
over the Xisha and Nansha Islands and reaf-

Beijing Review, No. 7
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Since the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, the Chinese Government and
people have continued to administer and
develop the Xisha and Nansha Islands. From
1950 to 1856, large numbers of fishermen {rom
Qionghal County. Guangdong Province, con-
tinvally went to the Nansha Islands for fishing.
The departments concerned of the Hainan
Administrative Area of Guangdong Province
have continually sent people to the Xisha
Islands for surveys, collection of marine prod-
uets and guano and the setting up of a
meteorologlica]l station, and exercised adminis-
tration over the [ishermen on the Xisha Islands.
In March 1959 the Hainan Administrative Area
set up on Yongxing Island of the Xisha Islands
an "“Qffice of the Xisha, Nansha and Zhongsha
Islands.” which in March 1969 was renamed
the “Revolutionary Commiitee of the Xisha,
Zhongsha and Nansha Islands of Guangdong
Provinee.”

In January 1974 the Chinese People's
Liberation Army and militta drove out the
troops of the South Vietnamese authorities in

February 18, 1880 .

ANNEX 2: When lhe Chinese gov-
ernment officials and naval officers
and men took over the Nansha
Istands in Dcccmber 1946, they had
a pholo iaken onm Taiping lsland as
a mcmento and erecled a sione
tabled 10 reasserl China's sovercignty
over these islands. The photo below
(left} shows the freat of the stone
tablet and {he one below {right)
shows iis back.

Saigon who had invaded the Xisha Islands and
thus defended China's sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

For years the Taiwan authorities of China
have maintained a military garrison on Taiping
Island, the biggest among the Wansha Islands.

{3) China's Sovereignty Over the Xisha ond
Nansha Islands Is Widely Acknowledged
Internationally

Many countries and world opinion recog-
nize the fact that the Xisha and Nansha Islands
are part of China's territory.

In April 1930 the Far East Conference on
Meteorology held in Xianggang (Hong Kong),
with the participation of the representatives of
China, France, the Philippines and the Xiang-
gang authorities, adopted a resoiution request-
ing the Chinese Government 1o establish a
meteoroiogical observation slation on the Xisha
Islands.

Afier the Annamese police of the French
colonial authorities intruded into the Xisha
Islands in 1938, a spokesinan of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry stated that the Xisha Islands

19
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ANNEX 3: The 15th map Saulheasl Asia In the “Standard World Atlas™ published in

1952 by the Japanese Natlional Education Books Company. On the right corner below s

the lhen Japanese Forcign Minister Kalsue OKazaki's inscription aod signalure recom-
mending this atlas.

on which the Annamese police had landed were
“recognized by us as part of China's territory=.”

The 1951 San Francisco Conference on the
peace treaty with Japan decided that Japan
should renvunce the Kisha and Nansha Islands.
The leader of the Soviel Delegation Andreai
Gromyko pointed vul at the conference that the
Xisha and Nansha Islands . . . are China's “in-
alienable tertitory.”  Although the U.S-U.K.
drafled peace treaty wilth Japan did nol men-
{ion the ownership ol these islands afler Japan's
renunciation, yvet in 1852, the vear ualter the San
Francisco Pence Treaty with Japan was sign-
ed. the 13th map, Southeast Asia, of the
Standard World Atlas, which was recommended
by the signature of the then Japanese Foreign
Minister Katsuo Okazaki, marks as part of
China all the Xisha and Nansha Islands, which
Japan had to rencunce as skipulated by the

20

peace trealy, as well as the Dongsha and
Zhongsha Islands (see annex 3). Since these
islands were orviginally China’s {ercitory, they
should of course be returned to China.

In October 1953 the International Ciwvil
Aviation Organization held a conference in
Manila. which was attended by representa-
tives of the United Siates. Britain., France,
Japan, Canada, Ausiralin. New Zealand. Thai-
Jand. the Philippines and the authorities of
south Viet Nam and China’s Taiwan. Resolu-
tion Nn. 24 adopled by the conlerence requested
the Tailwan authorilies of China to improve
meteorological obscrvation on  the Nansha
Islands, and no opposition or reservation was
registered in this regard.

* A Reuter dispatch. July 4. 1938

Beijing Review, No. 7
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Since the beginning of the 20th century,
most of the authoritative encyclopaedias rec-
ognize the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
China’s territory. For instance, the Worldmark
Encyclopaedia of the Nations published in ihe
United States in 1963 states that the islands [of
the People’s Republic of China] “include the
reefs and islands of the South China Sea, ex-
tending as far as 4°N. These reefs and islands
include the Tungsha (Pratas), Sisha {Paracels),
Chungsha, and Nansha archipelagoes.” The
Bolshaya Sovietskaya Enciclopediya of 1973
and the Japanese Kyodo World Marual of 1979
also explicitly point out that the Xisha and
Nansha Islands are China's territory.

Atlases and maps published in many coun-
tries mark the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
belonging to China. For example, this is done
in the Welt-Atlas published in 1he Federal Re-
. public of Germany in 1954, the Saviet Atlas
Mirg from 1954 to 1967, the Romanian Atlas
Geografic Scolar of 1957, the 1968 Carte
Generale du Monde published in France by the
Institut Geographigue National, the 1968 Haack
Grosser Weliattas published in the G.D.R.. the
1970 Gran Atlas Aguilar published in Spain and
the 1873 Atlas of China published by the Jupa-
nese Heibou Sha. In short, the Xisha and Nan-
sha Islands are recognized as part of China's
lerritory in conlemporary maps and  books
published in many countries.

{4) The Perlidy of the Vietnamese Authorities

It must be pointed out that there used 1o
be no dispule between China and Viet Nam
aver the ownership of the Xisha and MNansha
Islands. Dwring a long period of time the Viet-
namese side formally acknowledged Lhese
“islands us being Chinese territory since ancient
times. whether in their government statements
and notes. or in their newspapers, periodicals.
maps and textbooks.

On June 15. 1956 Vice-Foreign Minisier
Ung Van Khiem of he Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam received Li Zhimin. Charge d'Affaires
ad interim of the Chinese Embassy in Viel
Nam, and stated to him that, “according 1o
Vietnamese dala. the Xisha and Nansha lslands
ure historically part of Chinese lerritory.”  Le
Loc, Acting Director of the Asian Depariment
of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry, who was
present, specifically cited Vietnumese data and
pointed out that, “judging from history, these
islands were already pari of China at the time
of the Song Dynasty.”

February 18, 1930

In its declaration of September 4, 1958, the
Government of the Puople’s Republic of China
prociaimed the breadth of the territorial sea
of the People’s Republic of China fo be 12
nautical miles and stated expiicitly that “‘this
provision applies to all territories of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including . . . the
Dongsha Islands. the Xisha Islands, the Zhong-
sha Islands, the Nansha Islands and all other
islands belonging 10 China” On Scpiember 6,
1958, Nhan Dan, central nrgan of the Vietnam-
ese Workers' Party. prominently featured on
its front page details of the Chinese Govern-
ment’s declaration. It wrote, “On September 4,
1958 the Government of Lhe People’s Republic
of China issued a declaration on China's ter-
ritorial sea. The declaration provides that the
breadth of China’s territorial sea is 12 nau-
tical miles (over 22 kilometres). This provi-
sion applies o all territories of the People’s Re-
public of China including the Chinese main-
land and its coastal islands, as well as Taiwan
and its surrounding islands, the Penghu Islands,
the Dongsha Islands, the Xisha Islands. the
Zhongsha Isiands, the Mansha Islands and il
cther islands belonging 1o China which are
separaled from the mainland and ils coastal
islands by the high seas.” On September 14
the same year, Premier Pham Vap Dnng of
the Vietnamese Government solemnly stated in
his note 10 Premier Zhou Enlai of the Chinese
State Council (hat “the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam recognizes
and supporis the declaration of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China on China's
lerritorial sea made on September 4, 1958, and
that “the Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam respects this decision.”
Pham Van Dong's nate clearly shows (hat the
Vietnamese Government acknowledged Xisha
and Nansha Islands as China’s territory (see
annex 4 on next page),

In ity slatement of May 9. 1965 on the U.S.
Government's designation of 2 “combal zone™
for its farces in Viel Nam. the Governmen! o
tlhe Democralic Republic of Viet Nam said that
it was “a direcl threat to the security of the
Democratic Republic of Viel Nam and its neigh-
bouring country” - ~U.S. President Lyndon
Johnson o designate the whole of Viel Nam
and the adjacent waters which extend roughly
100 miles from the crast of Viet Nam and part
of the territvrial waters of the People's Repub-
lic of China in its XKisha lsiands as a ‘combat
zonc' of the U.S. armed forces.” Here the Viet-
namese Government once again clearly recog-
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ANNKEX 4: Vielnamese Premier Pham VYan
Dong's nofte lo Premier Zhou Enlai, daled
September 14, 1938,

nized the Xisha Islands as part of Chinese ter-
ritory.

In reporting foreign intrusions into the
Xisha Islands, the Vietnamese press also clearly
recognized these islands as belonging to China.
For example, on May 13, 1969 Nhan Dan re-
ported that “on May 10 a U.S. military alrcraft
invaded China’s air space over Yongxing Island
and Dongdao Island of the Xisha Islands of
China’s Guangdong Province.” Many similar
reports were carried in Vietnamese papers.

Qfficial maps and texthooks of Viet Nam
explicitly acknowledged the Xisha and Nansha
Islands as China’s territory. For example, the
1960 World Map made by the Mapping Section
of the General Staff of the Vietnamese People's
Army marks the Xisha and Nansha Islands by
their Chinese names and notes in brackets that
they belong to China. The May 1372 World
Atlas published by the Bureau of Survey and
Cartography Under the Qffice of the Premier
of Viet Nam also marks the Xisha and Nansha
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Islands by their Chinese names (see annex 5).
Another example, the lesson entitled “The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’ in the geography text-
book for school pupils of grade 9 published by
Viet Nam’'s Educatlional Press in 1974 reads in
part as follows: "The chain of islands from the
Nansha and Xisha Islands to Hainan Island,
Taiwan Island, the Penghu Islands and the
Zhoushan Islands . . . is shaped like a how
and constilutes a Great Wall defending the
China mainland.”

The Vietnamese in apparent seriousness
stressed that in order io establish territorial
sovereignty it is necessary 1o present “formal
siate materials” and “documents of legal force.”
What we have cited above are precisely Viet-
namese ‘“formal state materials” and “docu-
ments of legal force.” This clearly shows that
up to 1974 the Vielnamese Government had rec-
ognized the Xisha and Nansha Islands as Chi-
nese territory. Now, the Vietnamese authorities
have gone back on their own word and per-
fidiously departed from their original position
of recognizing the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
Chinese territory, and this is something abso-
lutely impermissible under international law.

(5) The Arguments of the Vietnamese White
Book Are Totally Untenable

The 19 “documents” quoted in the White
Book of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry fall
roughly into two categories: the first category
{documents Nos. 1 to 5) consists of some Viet-
nammese “historical sources” and the =zecond
category (documents Nos. § to 13) lists some
materials about the occupation of China’s Xisha
and Nansha Islands by the French colonial
authorities and the south Vietnamese authori-
ties in Saigon since 1933. All are intended to
prove that China's Xisha and Nansha Islands
are Vietnamese territory. But if one makes a
serious study and analysis, it will not be gdif-
ficult to find that the “documents" in the first
category are all based on deliberate false attri-
bution, and that those in the second category
are totally untenable and legally invalid.

The Vielnamese authorities allege that Bai
Cal Vang and Hoang Sa Chu in the historical
records is what they now call the Hoang Sa
Archipelago or what is knewn in the West as
the Paracels, that is to say. China's Xisha
Islands. Their primary *‘historical sources” are
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ANNEX 5: "World Atlag™
below is Lhe cover of (he atlus.
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prinled by Viet Num in Muy 1972, page 190 On (he right corner
The Viclnamese words on the righl corner bhebow give Lhe
“The Bureau of Swrvey and Cnetography Under the OIfice of {he

Premier of Vicl Nam.”

a “Map of the Quang Ngai Region From a Col-
lection of Maps of Viet Nam™ compiled in the
17th century by a Vielnamese called Do Ba and

P™Phu Bien Tap Luc (Miscellaneous Records on the
Pacilication of the Frontiers) written by Le Quy
Don in the 18th century. Quoted from the map
and the records by the Viclnamese While Book
are the following descriptions of Bai Cat Vang
and Hoang Sa Chu:

. an ¢longated sandbunk. called Bai
Cat Vang (meaning yellow sandbank). . . . lies
in the middie of the sea. . . . If takes one day
and a half fram Dai Chiem Port Lo go there:;
and only haif a day if one embarks at Sa Ky.”

“In Binh Son sub-district. Quang Ngai
dislrict, there is the An Vinh village on the sea,
Off the coast of this village, in the northeasi lie
islands with over 130 scattered hills. The
distance between these hitls is covered by a

February 18, 1980

voyage of one day or sometimes ol only a lew
hours. There are (resh water springs on these
hills.  Among the islands there is a vast and
Mat yellow sandbank. over 30 li long, where the
spring water is cryslal clear”

The Viclnamese authorities eite the above
two  passages as  the ‘“earliest and most
vssential” mailerial. Bul these records precisely

show thal what the Vieltnamese call the Heoang
Ha Archipelago is not China’s Xisha [slands.
They ave two entirely different places.

First. the geographical locaiion. According
in the Vielnamese maierial, it takes one day and
a half 1o gel to Bai Cat Vang fram Dai Chiem
Part {(now Cua Dai. Quang Nam-Da Nang Prov-
ince. Viet Nam) and only half a day from Sa
Ky Port (near Binh Son County, Quang Ngai
Provinge, Viet Nam). But China’s Xisha Islands
are 200 nautical miles irom the coast of central
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Viet Nam, a distance which was absclutely im-
possible to cover by sailboat in half a day or
even one day and a hall with navigation tech-
niques as théy were.

Secondly, the length and area. Tt is said in
the Vietnamese material that Hoang Sa Chu is
“over 30 Ui long” and “vast and flat.” Yet, even
Yongxing Tsland, the biggest among China's
Xisha Islands, is less than 2 kilometres {4 1)
long and has an area of only 1.85 square kilo-
metres,

Thirdly, ithe topography. According to the
Vietnamese malerial, there are in the Hoang Sa
Archipelagoe “over 130 scattered hills.” But
there are no hills at all on China’s shallow and
flat Xisha Islands, whose elevation is generally
only 5 to 6 metres. with the highest point meas-
uring 15.9 metres. And in Xisha there are only
a total of 35 islands, reefs, sandbanks and

sand cays. There are neo “over 130 hills” to
speak of.

These comparisens clearly show that the
Hoang Sa Acchipelage mentioned in the Viet-
namese material can only be some islands and
shoals off the coast of central Viet Nam and not
China's Xisha Islands.

The Vietnamese White Book asserts that
Dei Nam Thuc Lue Chinh Bien (Official Chron-
icles of Dai Nam} “records the occupation by
King Gia Long of the Hoang Sa 1slands in 1816.”
But no record of “occupation” is found any-
where in this history book. The legend that
King Giu Long “occupied the Hoang Sa Islands”
aviginated from an article, "Note on the Geo-
graphy of Cochinchina™ by Bishop Louis
Taberd. a French colonialist. who wrote: “The
Pracel or Parocels, is a labyrinth of small
islands, rocks and sandbuanks, which appears to
exlend up (o the 1T1h degres of north lalitude.
in the 107Lth parallel ol longilude from Paris.”
He also wrote that in 1816 King Gia Long “went
with selemnity to plant his [lag and take formal
possession of these rocks. which it is not likely
anvbody will dispule with him.” 107°E from
Paris meridian is 109°10°E [rom Greenwich,
which is not far from the coast of central Viet
Num, China's Xisha Ixlands, however. are to
the vast of 110°10°E, Taberd said that the Pracel
extended to 11°N, bul the southernmost point
of the Xisha Istands is at 15°47'N. Obviously,
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the Pracel referred fo by Bishop Taberd is
islands and sheals off the coast of central Viel
Nam, -but not China’s Xisha Islands.

What the Vietnamese call Truong Sa Archi-
pelago cannot be China’s Nansha Islands,
either. The White Book says that Truong Sa
Archipelago used to be called Dai Truong Sa.
Dai Truong Sa is described in many Chinese

_ and Vietnamese historical records, bul it

obviously is not situated where China’s Nansha
[slands are; the reference is to some islands
and shoals along the Vietnamese coast. As Lhe
Vietnamese authorities fail to find any histor-
ical evidence of value 1o prove that Truong Sa
is China’s Nansha Islands. they in the White
Book have recourse to Dai Nam Nhat Thong
Toan Do (Complete Map of Unified Dai Nam),
a map of unknown origin. However, it can -
clearly be seen [rom this map that Hoang Sa
and Van Ly Truong Sa are close and parallel
to the coast of central Viet Nam and not where
China’s Xisha and Nansha Islands are.

By false atiribution the Vietnamese au-
thorities are attempting to {ind a basis for their
ambition for territorial expansion and hood-
wink the people of the world. Bul this is surely
futile.

The Vietnamese authorities cile in their
White Book the occupation of China's Xisha
and Nansha Islands by the French colenial au-
thorities and the south Vietnamese authoerities
in Saigon since 1933 in order to prove the
legilimacy of the Vietnamese authorities’ terri-
torial claim to Chima's Xisha and Nansha
Islands. This is not at all tenable. According
to international law, aggression does not””
establish sovereigniy. and ‘inheritanca™ of
territory seized from another ecountry through
occupation is illegal and therefore invalid.

w L -

That Lhe Xisha and Nansha Islands have
been China's lerritory since ancient times is
fully proved by legal evidence. And cone can
draw an impartial conclusion from the ample
facts and materials mentioned above. The Viet-
namese aulhorities” jllegal ogcupation of part
of China's Nansha Islands and their territorial
claim to China’s Xisha and Nansha Islands can
only serve o reveal their regional hegemonist
and aggressor expansionist ambitions. China’s

sovereignty over the Xisha and Nansha Islands
is indisputable.
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