
Mick Creedon

This article is part of the Undercover Research Portal at PowerBase - investigating corporate and police spying on
activists. 

Part of a series on 
Police Officers

Mick Creedon

Police Units: n/a
Police 
Forces: 

Derbyshire Police, Leicestershire Police

Issues: Undercover Policing:Operation Herne, Child Sex Abuse investigations: Frank 
Beck

Dates Active: 1980 to present
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Metropolitan Police's investigation into its Special Branch undercover unit, the Special 
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Police Career
 Having graduated from the University of Manchester, Creedon became a police officer

in 1980 at the age of 22. He spent the first part of his career serving with 
Leicestershire Police, mainly as a Detective, being promoted to Detective Sergeant in 
1985, and then Detective Inspector in 1991. Creedon's key investigations at this force 
included an escape by helicopter from HMP Gartree in 1987, and one from 1988-1991
into the systemic child abuse in care homes under the control of sex offender Frank 
Beck (see below). 

 From 1993-1996, he was a Detective Inspector working on volume and major crime 
investigations. In 1996, he was appointed Chief Inspector for Partnership & 
Performance. In 1997, he became Detective Chief Inspector and a Senior Investigation
Officer for homicide and organised crime investigations in Leicestershire, being 
subsequently raised to rank of Detective Superintendent.[1] From August 1998 to 
September 2000 he was named in media reports as the man overseeing a significant 
number of murder investigations in Leicester, a several of which appeared to have 
connections with organised crime.[2] In this capacity he served under ACC David 
Coleman and Chief Constable David Wyrko, receiving a commendation for his 
investigation which led to the conviction of child killer Gary Davis.[3] He was also 
commended for leading the investigation that saw the conviction of double murderer 
Alun Kyte and the examination of claims that Kyte was a serial killer.[4][5] 

 From 2000, he was promoted again, to territorial policing, as Chief Superintendent for 
the 'South Area' of Leicestershire. His final posting with Leicestershire police was as 
Assistant Chief Constable for Crime and Operations circa April 2001[6][7] - as such he 
is also referred to as the Head of Specialist Crime Department.[1][8] In November 2002, 
he defended a report that showed stop and search among Asian and Afro-Caribbean 
populations had increased, saying they were based on intelligence and not race.[9] In 
February 2003, he was working on drug related issues.[10] 

 Having completed the Strategic Command Course in 2002, he was subsequently 
appointed Assistant Chief Constable for Operations at Derbyshire Police[8][1] in April 
2003.[11] By June 2003 he was campaigning against ball bearing guns.[12][13] He 
described this role as:[1] 
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'again responsible for all crime and operations, with an overall strategic lead for the East 
Midlands region for serious and organised crime and multi-force specialist covert operations'. 

 At Derbyshire, he again served under Chief Constable David Coleman  [14] (see below 
for organisational structure for the Operations division during Creedon's time at 
Derbyshire). Newspaper articles from the time show he was engaged in campaigns 
against air guns, drug dealers and burglaries, introducing amnesties on weapons, as 
well overseeing several manhunts for prisoners absconding from Sudbury Open 
Prison.[2] 

 In October 2006, he was appointed the first National Co-ordinator for Serious and 
Organised Crime for the Association of Chief Police Officers, with rank of Deputy 
Chief Constable.[8][1][15] As such he 'led the development of a national network of 
collaborative multi-force and multi-agency Regional Intelligence Units'; and 
'instigated the mapping of Organised Crime Groups across all forces.'[16] 

 On 1 October 2007, he returned to Derbyshire Police as Chief Constable.[8] In 2013 his
tenure was extended until November 2016 by the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Derbyshire, Alan Charles.[17] 

Creedon stated of work at Derbyshire Police:[1] 
Over recent years I have led the development of specialist teams to address specific 
complex policing issues... These units include: 

 The East Midlands Special Operations Unit (EMSOU)[18] - a multi force and 
multi agency unit providing covert and specialist policing to address serious 
and organised crime. 

 The East Midlands Counter Intelligence Unit (EMCTIU) - similar to the above 
and providing specialist support to the regional forces and the national effort to
counter the terrorist threat to the UK. 

 The Regional Intelligence Units - a unit based in each of the 9 policing regions 
of the UK and providing the capacity and capability to work across force and 
agency boundaries combating serious and organised crime. 

 The Regional Asset Recovery Teams - units again based on the ACPO policing
regions and providing specialist money laundering and criminal confiscation 
resources. 

Child abuse investigations (1988-1991)
From 1988-1991, Creedon was part of Leicestershire police investigations of systematic 
sexual abuse of children in care homes under the control of Leicestershire County Council 
official Frank Beck.[1] Beck was a prolific offender who was arrested on 14 April 1990 for 
offences dating back to the 1970, and was convicted in November 1991.[19] 
Tied into this investigation is Labour MP and peer Greville Janner, who has been alleged to 
have been involved in the abuse of children and who was named as an abuser by a witness at 
Beck's trial.[20] Janner, MP for Leicester West at the time, is said to have been protected by a 
high-level cover-up, having been subject to three separate investigations into allegations 
against him, all of which came to nothing.[21] 
It is known that Janner was questioned by the police in the aftermath of the trial (one of three 
such times he was questioned), but having provided a no comment interview he was released 
without charge. Subsequently a public inquiry into Beck's activities was set up under Andrew 
Kirkwood.[22] It is believed that Janner was included in evidence given to the Kirkwood 
inquiry into the Beck abuse, but that evidence has been kept secret.[23] The officer leading the 
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investigation, to whom Creedon answered, was Det. Insp. Kelvin Ashby.[24] Both he and Mick 
Creedon have stated that they were forced to stop their 1991 investigation into Janner at the 
time by senior officers, including then Chief Constable Michael Hurst.[25][26] In particular, 
Creedon is said to have been told by a Superintendent - apparently passing on a message from
higher up - that there would be no search of Janner's home or offices, and that he would be 
interviewed by appointment only. Creedon also said that he believed there were lines of 
inquiry that should have been followed up.[27][28] 
In 2015, the Independent Police Complaints Commission said they would be interviewing 
Creedon in relation to his 1991 investigation into Janner.[29] Janner passed away in December 
2015. 

National investigations and reviews
In June 2010, Creedon was asked by the Criminal Cases Review Commission to review the 
convictions of five men in prison for the 2002 murder of Kevin Nunes.[30] Oversight of the 
investigation passed to the Independent Police Complaints Commission in 2011, with 
Creedon continuing to lead.[31] In 2012, the men's convictions were quashed as unsafe due to 
concerns about a key witness in the trial. Creedon's investigation then extended to look at the 
actions of Staffordshire Police who conducted the murder investigation.[32] His report, 
submitted in November 2014, included a recommendation that misconduct charges be brought
against Janet Sawyer, Chief Constable of Staffordshire.[33] However, to date (March 2016) this
does not appear to have resulted in any action been taken.[34] 
Other investigations and reviews Creedon has lead include:[16] 

 2003: manslaughter of PC Ged Walker (Nottinghamshire). 

 2004: the killings of Joan and John Stirland (Lincolnshire) - in August Creedon is 
asked to look into intelligence sharing failures between Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire police forces following the gangland revenge killing of this elderly 
couple. His report, known as Operation Melody I, was completed in December 2004.
[35][36] 

 2007: murder of Rhys Jones (Merseyside). 

Policing protests
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Derbyshire has been the site of numerous campaigns and protests, which as a senior officer 
Creedon would have had a role in overseeing. His name is mentioned in media reports about 
these protest, indicating he had active knowledge of the operations. More importantly, under 
the Regulation of Investigatory Power Act 2000 responsibility for the management and 
authorisation of undercovers police officers and informants would have fallen to Creedon who
was ACC Operations for Derbyshire at the time.[37] 
Many of the protests in Derbyshire and associated campaign groups were infiltrated by 
undercover police officer Mark Kennedy, based in Nottingham, and to a lesser degree Lynn 
Watson (based in West Yorkshire). 

Earth First! Summer Gathering
Derbyshire, under Creedon's time as a chief police officer, was the site of a number of Earth 
First! Summer Gatherings including:[38] 

 2005, 17-21 August at Ashbourne.[39][40] It is known that undercover police officers 
Lynn Watson  [41] and Mark Kennedy  [42] were present at this gathering. Creedon as ACC 
(Operations) is likely to have been the officer who gave authorisation for the two 
undercovers to be present. 

 2010, 4-9 August at Ashbourne: police undercover Mark Kennedy was involved in 
setting up this gathering, though he had left the police by this stage to work for private
intelligence firm Global Open. Among his activities there he reported back on the UK 
Animal Rights Gathering which he had visited the previous month.[43] 

G8 Protests (2005)
In 2005, Derby hosted a G8 meeting of Environment and Development ministers near the city
as part of a series of ministerial meetings in the run up to the main G8 Summit. The Dissent! 
network called for the 'Derby M17' day of protest against the meetings.[44] This was met with a
large police operation costing £2 million, with contingents from ten separate police forces 
drafted in (involving a total of deployment of around 2000 officers). Protests in the city 
heavily curtailed.[45][46] Creedon appeared to be overseeing the police operation,[47] which was 
criticised as an over-reaction.[48] 
Creedon justified the level of policing on the grounds it acted to deter those wanting to cause 
trouble:[49] 

We've had contact from a number of the more radical groups who, due to our policing,
decided not to come. There have been groups of people who came here by train, had a 
look, and decided that, because of the police presence, there was no point in them 
being here. Our intention was never to stop protesters coming. It was to say, 'If you're 
going to have your protest, there are certain ways you're going to have to do it'. By 
putting out a strong presence, by being reasonably robust and by telling people what 
we'd planned, it's helped us to turn away those few people who did plan to cause 
trouble. 

Red White and Blue festival (2007-2009)
<picture>
Mark Kennedy at 2009 protest against licensing meeting for the BNP's Red White & Blue 
Festival, Derbyshire.
The Red White and Blue festival was the annual get-together of the British National Party and
brought together many from across the right-wing spectrum. Moving around the country, it 
often attracted protest from left wing / anti-fascist groups. From 2007 to 2009 the festival took
place at Denby in Derbyshire, before being cancelled in 2010 - having been met with heavy 
protests each time.[50] Press articles from the time indicate that Creedon, as Chief Constable, 
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took a hands-on role regarding the event. In 2008 policing costs for it were £1/4 million[51] and
saw numerous arrests of protestors, while in 2009 costs rose to £1/2 million.[52][53][54][55] 
Mark Kennedy is known to have been part of an anti-fascist group which took part in protests 
against the festival in 2008, though he failed to turn up on the day. 33 of the anti-fascists were 
arrested. It is subsequently thought by some involved that he may have been in the police 
helicopter used on the day, identifying activists as the police knowledge of individuals was 
too good to have come from elsewhere.[56] The British National Party published photographs 
of a protest at a 2009 council meeting where a licence to go ahead was granted to festival 
which show Kennedy present as a protestor.[57] 

Shipley anti-coal mining protest (2008)
2008 and 2009 saw sustained protests at Shipley (near Derby) against an open-cast coal mine, 
including a prolonged occupation near the site and several incidences of blockades and direct 
action by Earth First! activists[58] as well as a site occupation.[59][60] In particular, Derbyshire 
Police were involved in the eviction of Shipley Lodge, which had been squatted as part of the 
protests, at the cost of £58,000 to the police, though subsequent court cases collapsed due to 
lack of evidence.[61] It has been confirmed to the Undercover Research Group that Mark 
Kennedy played a role in this campaign and would have known of plans of activists through 
his connections with the Nottingham environmentalist scene. This included him driving 
people for an night-time occupation of the site, at which security and police were found to be 
already present.[62] 

The targeting of environmentalists (2006 onwards)
For several years, starting in February 2006, Mark Kennedy attended a series of social events 
based around whisky-tasting at the house of a prominent environmentalist in Bradwell, 
Derbyshire. At one of these, which took place after the 2006 Climate Camp, Kennedy made 
reference to discussions he claimed to have had with European activists who wanted to 
organise riots across Europe. The suggested plan was that when a riot broke out in one place, 
it would use a pre-agreed symbol that would act as a signal to people in other countries to do 
similar riots. He presented it as if he was bringing the idea to the UK, and referred another 
activist in Europe he had supposedly been talking about this to as 'one of his', giving the 
impression he had somehow been involved in her becoming involved in radical politics. 
The idea was considered unusual as it was not the sort of protest the individuals present, 
mostly from the Earth First! network, were in engaged in organising. Likewise, it was obvious
to them that riots were not events that could be created to order, let alone at short notice, but 
happened spontaneously due to mass dissatisfaction. At the time, it was put this down to 
naïveté or wishful thinking on Kennedy's part.[63] 
Given its unusualness, it was thought by some in hindsight, that Kennedy was acting as an 
agent provocateur and that he may have been specifically instructed to have the conversation. 
If this was the situation, it would have needed authorisation from an officer of the appropriate 
rank, including from from Derbyshire police - in this case likely to have been Creedon. In any
case, the presence of Kennedy at the private house of a protestor would itself have needed 
some form of approval from Derbyshire police, if not formally authorised under RIPA.[64] 

Rolls Royce protests
The Rolls Royce plant at Raynesway, Derbyshire was the subject of protests over many years 
due to that particular site's connections with the Trident nuclear weapons programme. This 
included a 2005 blockade by Trident Ploughshares, which lead to a Section 14A order (under 
the Public Order Act 1986), at the request of the Chief Constable, restricting the right to 
protest.[65][66] Protests continued into at least 2011.[67] It has not as yet been ascertained if any 
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undercovers were present, though undercover officer Lynn Watson had been part of anti-
Trident protests elsewhere from early on in her infiltration. 

National policing roles
As Chief Constable of Derbyshire, Creedon is:[68] 

national policing lead for serious and organised crime and leads the development of 
regional organised crime units across the country. He is also the national policing lead 
for financial investigation and the recovery of criminal assets. 

In this role he is likely to work closely with the former National Coordinator for Domestic 
Extremism, Chris Greany (who moved to being the National Coordinator for Economic Crime
since, in 2015). 
Creedon has held a number of roles for the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO). In 
particular, he was National ACPO portfolio and policy lead for Proceeds of Crime and Asset 
Recovery (by late 2007[69] and in 2015[16]), for Kidnap and Extortion (2006[70] - 2009[71]) and 
for Investigative Interviewing (September 2008[72] - 2015/2016[16][1]). 
Through his national roles, Creedon has a close working relationship with Jon Murphy. 
Murphy was Chief Constable of Merseyside Police where he had served under both Norman 
Bettison and Bernard Hogan-Howe. He was also ACPO spokesperson on undercover 
policing[73] and head of its Crime Business area.[74] 
In particular, Murphy was National Policing Lead for the Crime Business Area, while 
Creedon held the same role for Serious and Organised Crime.[75] The two men were 
instrumental in setting up the National Crime Agency's Intelligence Hub in 2012,[76] which 
was run by Keith Bristow, Director General of the NCA.[77] The Intelligence Hub draws 
together intelligence from many different law enforcement agencies to draw up the National 
Strategic Assessment, the National Control Strategy and the National Intelligence 
Requirements. As such it has considerable power in setting policing agendas across the UK.[78]

Murphy was also involved in board level meetings of the NCA in 2012[74] while Creedon was 
'National Policing Lead for the National Crime Agency Working Group'.[79] 

Undercover policing
In a letter of 2013, Creedon states that in his role as national led for serious and organised 
crime, he along with Jon Murphy and Commander Richard Martin are 'in effect the policing 
leads for setting the policy and direction of undercover policing'.[80] He is also a member of 
the National Undercover Scrutiny Panel, an organisation set up by the College of Policing to 
react to the undercover policing scandal that began with the exposure of Mark Kennedy (see 
under National Undercover Scrutiny Panel for further details). 

Operation Herne
 Main article: Operation Herne 

In October 2011, the Metropolitan Police set up a review called Operation Soisson to 
investigate the growing scandal around undercover policing targeting protest groups, with a 
focus on the Special Demonstration Squad disbanded in 2008. The review team consisted of 
around 30 Metropolitan police officers under the guidance of Deputy Assistant Commissioner
Mark Simmonds. In August 2012, as the scandal developed with more allegations emerging, 
DAC Pat Gallan took over as ACPO lead on the matter and the review was renamed 
Operation Herne. 
In February 2013, Commissioner Bernard Hogan-Howe asked Creedon, as an outsider, to take
over as head of the investigation, 'in order to provide independence and public confidence'.[81] 
Terms and conditions for the inquiry were agreed with Deputy Commissioner Craig Mackay, 
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with Creedon appointing a Senior Investigating Officer (thought to be Det. Insp. Steve 
Craddock of Derbyshire Police[82]) to oversee day-to-day matters.[83][84] As lead officer, 
Creedon has final responsibility for the decisions on what Operation Herne publishes or 
withholds from the public domain. 
Since Creedon took over, Operation Herne has been described as an investigation of 
Derbyshire Constabulary despite the majority of the officers being from the Metropolitan 
Police. (According the Terms of Reference, some roles would be carried out by staff from 
'Derbyshire and the East Midlands Specialist Crime collaboration resources'.[84]) 
At the time of writing (March 2016), Operation Herne under Creedon's authority has 
published three public reports and a confidential one:[85] 

 Report 1: Covert identities, 16 July 2013.[86] 

 Report 2: Allegations of Peter Francis, March 2014. 

 Report 3: SDS-Reporting - Mentions of Sensitive Campaigns, July 2014. 

 Report 4: Operation Herne Update, restricted circulation February 2015.[87] 

Creedon's credibility was questioned after the publication of the Report on Sensitive 
Campaigns, that was published on the same day as a related review by QC Mark Ellison, the 
Stephen Lawrence Independent Review. Creedon flatly denied that the SDS or the 
Metropolitan Police had a tactic to infiltrate or report on campaigns for justice, stating:[88] 

In that report I make clear that to date we have found no evidence that any SDS officer
targeted or infiltrated any family member of any Justice Campaign, nor the Justice 
Campaign itself, and we can find no trace of any personal information about family 
members having been recorded by them. 

However, Mark Ellison saw things differently and highlighted a number of highly significant 
issues which Operation Herne had brushed over. Based on the same evidence and interviews 
with largely the same police staff involved, he concluded that black justice campaigns had 
been spied upon. This included the family of Stephen Lawrence during the MacPherson 
Inquiry into the Metropolitan Police's failed murder investigation. These findings led to Home
Secretary Theresa May establishing the Undercover Policing Public Inquiry under 
Christopher Pitchford,[89] something that effectively discredited the efforts of Herne and lead it
to being accused of being a whitewash.[90] 
The Campaign Opposing Police Surveillance, an umbrella group of those affected by 
undercover policing, have expressed their lack of confidence in Operation Herne. Other key 
players such as whistle-blower Peter Francis,[91] and industrial blacklist campaigners[92] refuse 
to cooperate with the investigation under Creedon. 
Creedon ran into further criticism for trying to 'strong-arm' Channel 4 into turning over 
material from an interview with former undercover turned whistle-blower Peter Francis, who 
was refusing to cooperate with Herne on the grounds it was not offering him immunity.[93] 

'Neither Confirm Nor Deny'
The group of women suing the Metropolitan Police over relationships with undercover police 
decided early on not to engage with Operation Herne. The women were being invited to open 
up about personal and intimate details to police about their relationships without the courtesy 
of getting the confirmation that the men had been undercover officers at the time.[94] 
When the Metropolitan Police was seeking to have the women's case struck out on the 
grounds they couldn't breach NCND, Creedon wrote a letter to the lawyer of the women to 
support this claim.[80]. Creedon's complicity in supporting NCND, and thus denying the 
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women a chance of some kind justice, was another reason for the women not to co-operate 
with Operation Herne.[95][96] 
Creedon presented on the issue of NCND to the 4th meeting of the National Undercover 
Scrutiny Panel ('National Oversight Group') on 29 April 2016.[97] 

Other policing matters
In 2016, Derbyshire police discovered a Polish national who had been convicted of rape in 
that country in 2014 and added him the sex offenders list. However, due to community 
tensions around a large Polish community which had come to work in a warehouse 
distribution centre at Shirebrook, there were concerns by the police that there were 'real and 
grave risk' that the individual would be attacked if his conviction became public. Thus, the 
police force sought an injunction preventing the media from reporting on this. The courts 
rejected the application for failing to demonstrate there was a 'real and immediate risk' to the 
indivdiual. However, Creedon subsequently wrote to The Times to say that the application had
been inappropriate, though well-intentioned given out-breaks of violence between British and 
Polish communities.[98] 

Affiliations
 University of Manchester (graduate)[1] 

 Queen's Police Medal 2011.[17][99] 

 University of Leicester, Honorary Fellow.[1] 

 Invited speaker at the Tackling Organised Crime in Partnership Congress, 22-23 
November 2006. Also listed as speakers were DAC Cressida Dick and a number of 
high level business executives.[100] 
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