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HEADS PERSONAL STAFF

Vandenberg

Key Atde:'

of Ike at Conventwn

BY JAMES M. HASWELL

; - Of Our Washington Burean ;
CHICAGO—Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower's right- ha.nd man in
Chicago is Arthur H, Vandenberg, Jr., son of the former states-

man and senator from Michigan,

Ike calls Va.ndenberg his “chief
of staff,”

“I'm hardly that,” says "Young
Arthur” Vandenberg, modestly.

“I head up the personal staff
Gen. EHisenhower assembled for
this campaign to win the Repub-
lican nomination.” :

3 * LR :

T}IIS IS NOT a new job for
Vandenberg. He served many
years as secretary to his father,
and headed Senator Vandenberg's
“personal staff” at the Republican
National Con.ventmns of 1936 1940
and 1948 ‘

In each ot those conventionu.
Senator Vandenberg was a presi-
dential possibility, and the Van-
.denberg suite a ma_]or pohtlcal.

% headqua.rtens. W

This time the show is higger.
Eisenhower is installed on the fifth
floor of the Blackstone Hotel,
where Va.ndenberg presides over
the staff and aver . workrooms

| which take most of the rest of,

the floor.

Oddly,  “Young Arthur". who
“knows everybady” in Washing-
ton, says he only met Eisenhower

once before enlisting in the Eisen-|

hower campalgn
..
“I'I‘ WAS a socxal occasion in
1947 or 1948,” Vandenberg recalls.

“Gen. Eisenhower came over
to me and said he was a Van-
denberg man, that he hoped my
father would win the Repub-
lican nomination for President.”

“And why are you' now support-
{ing Eisenhower for President?”|

Vandenberg was asked.
~ “I think Gen. Eisenhower’s basm
principles are almost identical

with those of my father,” he said.

“T think the peace and security

of the United. States are’at stake
- And I think Gen.

it

Eisenhower can preserve the peace
and security of the United States
better than any man in either

party today 3
L

VANDENBERG SAID he wrote
Gen. Exsenhower last October of-
fering his services. In January
he took a leave of absence from
the International Basic Economy
Corp. of New York and became
operating head of the "Cltlzens for
Elsenhower" movement

I “T'his was formed fa channel-

| and direct the grass-roots Eisen-

" hower sentiment of the country
into effective action, and to
combat the strong political
'sentiment for Tatt ” he smd.

In the 414 months he headed the
movement, Vandenberg says he

created an organization with ac-’

tive branches in every state, and
some 1,500 Eisenhower clubs in all.

There are more now, but this
was the score when Vandenberg
left to meet Ike in Paris and take
over the General's personal cam-
paign, s iE
i ® L

THEB.E:- IS NO quesfion the

' |“Citizen; for Eisenhower” move-

ment stirred the grass-roots of
America. The story of this Na-

' |tional Convention is a story of

political delegates who find the
folks back home demanding t.hey
nominate Eisenhower.

A lot of the grumbling you
hear from Chicago is the grum-
bling of politicians being forced
to obey the wlshes of the voters.

Tke's persona.l convention staff
numbers two-score people. The
list includes Miss Geraldine Creag-
han, of Grand Rapids, who served
‘a3 secretary to the Vandenbergs,
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1t Was Vandenberg Day

By ESTHER TUFTY
The Herald Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON—It was Van-

denberg Day at the Pentagon

. Thursday, In the No. 1 spot-

light was the youngest of the
Vandenberg men, Arthur Jr,, to
receive the highest non-com-
bative award, the Legion of

. Merit, from Gen. Carl Spaatz,
. _commanding general

of the
Army Air Forces, /[
+ + 4+

_CAST AS merely oulookers'_
' were Arthur Jr.'s famous fa-'

ther, Sen. Arthur ' H, Vanden-

. berg, and his equally famous
. cousin, Lt, Gen. Hoyt Vanden-
| berg, Central Intelligence. With

Mrs. Vandenberg, they heard
the following citation read:
“Major Arthur H. Vanden-

" berg, Jr., Air, Corps, as assis-

“ tant ‘A2 and chief, Public Re- )

‘| lations -Division, Headquarters,

|| third Air Force, from Oct. 1944

. to January 1946, Maj. Vanden-

. berg demonstra.ted outstanding

- Professional ability in carefully
solving the complex problems -
of public relations with the ut- £

. most dexterity and delicacy.

Maj. ‘Vandenberg's outstanding

 services reflect great credjl

upon himself and the Army
Air Forces 1%

TH:E ONLY son of the Sena:
tor served as an enlisted man
six months before attending
quartermaster officer candidate
school at Camp Lee, Virginia.
He was commissioned Aug. 14,
1942 and served as an instruc-
tor at Camp Lee until his trans-
fer to the Third Air Force in
1943.. ’

: He became ; a.ssistant lntelll-
gence officer and chief of the

 Public Relations® Division at

headquarters of the Third Au'
Force in Tampa,’ Fla, He was
disscharged from the servica
on March 15, 1946

+ ,
THE BENATOR looked on at
the ceremony with pride. Deter-

. mined to keep it “Arthur's Day"

he refused even to pose for pic-
tures with the General pinning
on the award.

-In congra.tulatmg h:s son, the
Senator voiced his envy and
then turning to Gen Spaatz,
laughlingly added, “a poor Sen-
ator, unlike a General, doesn't
get a medal or a ﬂag to fly on
hih cartha g
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