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TYPE-I
o U.S. District Court
District of Columbia (Washington, DC)
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BUTLER v. DOJ, et al Date Filed: 08/16/1996
Assigned to: Judge Gladys Kessler Date Terminated: 09/10/1999
Demand: $0 Jury Demand: None
Case in other courtUSCA, 06-05116 Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of
Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act Information Act
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant
Plaintiff
JAMES A. BUTLER represented byJAMES A. BUTLER
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EDGEFIELD FEDERAL
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
P.O. Box 725
Edgefield, SC 29824
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE represented byAlan R. Burch
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LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

David T. Smorodin
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LEAD ATTORNEY
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June Marie Jeffries
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Lisa Barsoomian
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR UNITED
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LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

David T. Smorodin

(See above for address)
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LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

June Marie Jeffries
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ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Barsoomian

(See above for address)
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Date Filed

Docket Text

08/16/1996

COMPLAINT filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER (mjk) (Entered: 08/16/1996)

08/16/1996

SUMMONS NOT ISSUED. (mijk) (Entered: 08/16/1996)

08/16/1996

APPLICATION by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to proceed in forma pauperis (mj
(Entered: 08/16/1996)

~—

08/16/1996

ORDER by Judge Aubrey E. Robinson : directing prisoner plaintiff to provide a t
fund statement to the court by 9/16/96 for JAMES A. BUTLER . (N) (mjk) (Enter¢
08/28/1996)

ust
bd:

09/20/1996

TRUST FUND ACCOUNT filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER pursuant to orde
[3-1] . (mjk) (Entered: 09/24/1996)

09/30/1996

ORDER by Judge James Robertson : directing that monthly payments be made
the prisoner account of JAMES A. BUTLER . (N) (mjk) (Entered: 10/01/1996)

from

09/30/1996

CASE REASSIGNED to Judge Gladys Kessler (mjk) (Entered: 10/01/1996)

09/30/1996

SUMMONS issued to federal party(s) federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant
EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY , and non—parties: U.S. Attorney and U.S. Attorney
General. (mjk) (Entered: 10/01/1996)

10/09/1996

RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of summons and complaint executed upon
Attorney on 10/7/96 (tth) (Entered: 10/10/1996)

U.S.

10/09/1996

RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of summons and complaint executed upon
Attorney General on 10/7/96 (tth) (Entered: 10/10/1996)

U.S.

10/09/1996

RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of summons and complaint executed on
10/7/96 upon federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY (tth) (Entered: 10/10/

1996)

10/09/1996

RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of summons and complaint executed on
10/7/96 upon federal defendant DOJ (tth) (Entered: 10/10/1996)

11/05/1996

10

MOTION filed by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US
ATTY to extend time to (no date given) to answer complaint [1-1] (tth) (Entered:

11/06/1996)
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11/06/1996

11

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : granting motion to extend time to 12/9/96 to
answer complaint [1-1] [10-1] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ; Answer extel
to 12/9/96 for EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, for DOJ (N) (pob) (Entered: 11/07/199¢

]ded

12/09/1996

12

ANSWER TO COMPLAINT [1-1] by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant
EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY. attachment (1). (tth) (Entered: 12/10/1996)

12/18/1996

13

RESPONSE by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to answer [12-1] by EXEC.
OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ (tth) (Entered: 12/20/1996)

01/02/1997

14

RESPONSE by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to defendant answers [12-1]. (tth)
(Entered: 01/06/1997)

01/06/1997

15

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to a response to defendant's time
enlargement of time and to plaintiff application to proceed informa pauperis ;
attachments; "Leave to file granted", KESSLER, J. (tth) (Entered: 01/06/1997)

for

03/12/1997

26

LETTER dated 2/10/98 from James Butler to Judge Kessler being treated as a 1
for Death Certificate for Keith Ross. (pob) (Entered: 03/13/1998)

notion

10/30/1997

16

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : that defendant show cause by 11/28/97 why
case should not go forward. (N) (pob) (Entered: 10/30/1997)

this

11/28/1997

19

MOTION filed by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US
ATTY to dismiss complaint [1-1] , or, in the alternative, for summary judgment ;
Exhibits (5) (tth) (Entered: 01/14/1998)

12/18/1997

17

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : that plaintiff respond to the defendant's moti
dismiss or for summary judgment no later than 1/30/98. (N) (pob) (Entered:
12/19/1997)

DN to

01/07/1998

18

REQUEST by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER for entry of default as to DOJ (tth)
(Entered: 01/09/1998)

01/23/1998

20

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to extend time to file a respond to
Defendant Motion to Dismiss or for Summary Judgment (tth) (Entered: 01/27/19

the
08)

01/28/1998

21

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : granting motion to extend time to file a respd

the Defendant Motion to Dismiss or for Summary Judgment [20-1] by JAMES Al

BUTLER; dispositive motions due by 2/27/98 (N) (pob) (Entered: 01/28/1998)

nd to

03/05/1998

22

SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL for federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant E
OFFICE/US ATTY, substituting David T. Smorodin for attorney June Marie Jeffr
for EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, attorney June Marie Jeffries for DOJ (tth) Modifie
03/06/1998 (Entered: 03/06/1998)

XEC.
es
l on

03/05/1998

23

MEMORANDUM by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/{
ATTY regarding remailing of Defendants' Motion to Dismiss or, in the Alternative
Summary Judgment. (tth) (Entered: 03/06/1998)

JS
for

03/10/1998

24

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : extending time to 4/15/98 to response to
dispositive motions (N) (pob) (Entered: 03/12/1998)

03/10/1998

25

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to extend time to respond to
Defendant's Motion to Dismiss or for Summary Judgment ; "Leave to file granteg
KESSLER, J. (tth) (Entered: 03/12/1998)

1",

03/12/1998

27

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : denying motion for Death Certificate for Keit
Ross by plaintiff JAMES BUTLER (N) (pob) (Entered: 03/13/1998)

04/28/1998

38

RESPONSE by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER in opposition to motion to dismiss
complaint [1-1] [19-1] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ, motion for summary
judgment [19-2] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DQOJ; Exhibits (7) (tth) (Entered:
03/23/1999)

09/14/1998

28

MEMORANDUM OPINION by Judge Gladys Kessler (N) (pob) (Entered:
09/14/1998)

09/14/1998

29

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : granting motion to dismiss complaint [1-1] [
by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ; case dismissed without prejudice. (N) (pob)

19-1]
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(Entered: 09/14/1998)

10/13/1998

30

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER for reconsideration of order [29-1] ;

Exhibit (1) (tth) (Entered: 10/20/1998)

11/24/1998

31

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: granting motion for reconsideration of order |
[30—-1] by JAMES A. BUTLER (N) (pob) (Entered: 11/24/1998)

01/04/1999

32

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER for summary judgment ; Attachme
(tth) (Entered: 01/29/1999)

01/04/1999

33

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER for vaugh index (tth) (Entered:
01/29/1999)

02/24/1999

34

P9-1]

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: that defendants file their opposition to plaintiff's

motion for summary judgment and motion for vaughn index by 3/11/99; defendal
counsel shall enter her appearance in this case by 3/11/99. (N) (pob) (Entered:
02/25/1999)

nts

03/11/1999

35

SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL for federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant E
OFFICE/US ATTY , substituting Lisa Barsoomian for attorney David T. Smorodi
EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, attorney David T. Smorodin for DOJ (tth) (Entered:
03/12/1999)

XEC.
h for

03/11/1999

36

MOTION filed by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US
ATTY to extend time to 3/26/99 to oppose plaintiff's motions for summary judgm
and a Vaughn index , and request for document not in court file ; Exhibit (1) (tth)
(Entered: 03/12/1999)

ent

03/15/1999

Case Reopened (pob) (Entered: 03/15/1999)

03/15/1999

37

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : granting motion to extend time to 3/26/99 to
oppose plaintiff's motions for summary judgment and a Vaughn index [36-1] by
EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ (N) (pob) (Entered: 03/15/1999)

03/26/1999

39

MOTION (REQUEST) filed by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC.
OFFICE/US ATTY to extend time to 4/1/99 to oppose plaintiff's motion for summ
judgment and a vaughn index. (st) (Entered: 03/31/1999)

ary

03/31/1999

40

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : granting motion to extend time to 4/9/99 to O
plaintiff's motion for summary judgment and a vaughn index. [39-1] by EXEC.
OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ; response to motion for summary judgment and a Vaug
index due 4/9/99 (N) (pob) (Entered: 04/01/1999)

ppose

hn

04/09/1999

41

RESPONSE by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US A
in opposition to motion for vaugh index [33-1] by JAMES A. BUTLER, motion fo
summary judgment [32-1] by JAMES A. BUTLER . (st) (Entered: 04/12/1999)

TTY
r

04/09/1999

45

CROSS MOTIONS by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFIC
ATTY for summary judgment (tth) (Entered: 05/27/1999)

=/US

04/14/1999

42

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler : for plaintiff to respond to defendant's opposi

plaintiff's motion for summary and vaughn index and defendant's cross—motion for

summary judgment by 5/14/99. (N) (pob) (Entered: 04/15/1999)

ion to

04/29/1999

43

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to extend time to respond to
defendant's Opposition to Plaintiff's Motion for Summary Judgment and Vaugh |
and Defendant's Cross—Motion for Summary Judgment (tth) (Entered: 04/30/19¢

ndex
D9)

05/19/1999

44

REPLY by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to response to motion for vaugh index
[33-1] by JAMES A. BUTLER, motion for summary judgment [32-1] by JAMES
BUTLER; Exhibits (12) (tth) (Entered: 05/27/1999)

A.

05/19/1999

46

RESPONSE by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER in opposition to cross motion for
summary judgment [45-1] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ. (tth) (Entered:
05/27/1999)

08/31/1999

47

MOTION filed by federal defendant DOJ, federal defendant EXEC. OFFICE/US

ATTY to extend time to 8/31/99 ; EXHIBIT (REPLY) (tth) (Entered: 09/01/1999)
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09/02/1999

48

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: granting motion to extend time to 8/31/99 for
defendant to reply to Plaintiff's opposition to defendants' cross motion for summ
judgment [47-1] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ. (nunc pro tunc) (N) (gdf)
(Entered: 09/02/1999)

ary

09/02/1999

56

REPLY by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to plaintiff's opposition to defendants'
cross—motion for summary judgment. (tth) (Entered: 10/05/2000)

09/10/1999

49

MEMORANDUM OPINION by Judge Gladys Kessler (N) (pob) (Entered:
09/10/1999)

09/10/1999

50

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: granting cross motion for summary judgment
[45-1] by EXEC. OFFICE/US ATTY, DOJ, denying motion for vaugh index [33—
by JAMES A. BUTLER, denying motion for summary judgment [32-1] by JAMES

L]
5 A

BUTLER; case dismissed without prejudice; directing that if plaintiff files any further

pleadings in this case, his certificate of service must be a sworn declaration. (N)
(Entered: 09/10/1999)

(pob)

10/07/1999

51

NOTICE OF APPEAL by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER from order [50-1], entered
on: 9/10/99. NO FEES PAID; IFP. Copies mailed to: Lisa Barsoomian and Jame
Butler. (tth) (Entered: 10/08/1999)

10/08/1999

TRANSMITTED PRELIMINARY RECORD on appeal [51-1] by JAMES A.
BUTLER to U.S. Court of Appeals (tth) (Entered: 10/08/1999)

10/13/1999

USCA # 99-5341 assigned for appeal [51-1] by JAMES A. BUTLER (tth) (Entened:

10/13/1999)

11/12/1999

52

MOTION filed by plaintiff JAMES A. BUTLER to extend time , or to stay to give
DOJ time to respond to letter (st) (Entered: 11/12/1999)

11/19/1999

53

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: denying motion to extend time [52-1],and mg
to stay to give DOJ time to respond to letter [52-2] by JAMES A. BUTLER (N) (¢
(Entered: 11/22/1999)

tion

jdf)

12/17/1999

54

ORDER by Judge Gladys Kessler: that leave to file plaintiff's paper is denied; Cl
directed to return the paper to plaintiff. (N) (pob) (Entered: 12/17/1999)

erk

01/05/2000

55

CERTIFIED COPY of order filed in USCA dated 11/19/99, on appeal [51-1],
dismissing appeal . USCA # 99-5341 (cjp) (Entered: 01/10/2000)

08/04/2005

MOTION for relief re 50 judgment Order; "Leave to file granted"(Fiat)Judge Kess
by JAMES A. BUTLER. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1-5)(rje, ) (Entered: 08/05/20(

sler,
5)

09/09/2005

ORDER that the Government shall respond to Plaintiff's Motion for Relief Under

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b)(6) From Judgment Order by October 15, 2

Signed by Judge Gladys Kessler on 9/9/05. (CS, ) (Entered: 09/09/2005)

005 .

11/09/2005

ORDER that by November 21, 2005, the Government is to show cause why the
Plaintiff's Motion for Relief should not be granted for failure to oppose. Signed by
Judge Gladys Kessler on 11/9/05. (CS, ) (Entered: 11/09/2005)

11/30/2005

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL by Alan Burch on behalf of U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR THE UNITED STATE
ATTORNEYS Substituting for attorney Lisa Barsoomian (Burch, Alan) (Entered:
11/30/2005)

11/30/2005

MOTION for Extension of Time to File Response/Reply as to 57 MOTION for rel
re 50 Order, by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS. (Attachments;_# 1 Text of Proposed
Order)(Burch, Alan) (Entered: 11/30/2005)

ief

12/20/2005

MINUTE ORDER granting 61 Defendants' Motion for Extension of Time; Defend

shall have up to and including February 20, 2006 in which to file their response {o
Plaintiff's motion . Signed by Judge Gladys Kessler on 12/20/05. (CS, ) (Entered:

12/20/2005)

ants

12/20/2005

Set/Reset Deadlines: Responses due by 2/20/2006 (CS, ) (Entered: 12/20/2005



https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04501561624?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899581&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511561625?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899581&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511418983?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899584&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451950266?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899586&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511580900?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899588&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0450950654?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899592&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04501561624?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899581&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451952790?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899592&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0450950654?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899592&pdf_header=2
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02/17/2006

62

Second MOTION for Extension of Time to File Opposition by U.S. DEPARTMEN
OF JUSTICE, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS
(Attachments: # 1 Text of Proposed Order)(Burch, Alan) (Entered: 02/17/2006)

T

02/20/2006

MINUTE ORDER granting 62 Motion for Extension of Time. Defendant shall res
to Plaintiff's Motion for Reconsideration no later than February 24, 2006. Signed
Judge Gladys Kessler on 2/20/06. (Icgk2,) (Entered: 02/20/2006)

pond
by

02/23/2006

Memorandum in opposition to re 57 for Rule 60(b)(6) relief filed by U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR THE UNITED STATE
ATTORNEYS. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit DC Cir. docket sheet# 2 Exhibit Kornm
dec.# 3 Text of Proposed Order)(Burch, Alan) (Entered: 02/23/2006)

S
eler

03/09/2006

ORDER denying 57 Plaintiff's Motion for Relief Under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 60(b)(6) From Judgment Order . Signed by Judge Gladys Kessler on
(CS,) (Entered: 03/09/2006)

3/9/06.

03/16/2006

MOTION for Enlargement of Time by JAMES A. BUTLER. (tg, ) (Entered:
03/20/2006)

03/20/2006

MINUTE ORDER granting 65 Plaintiff's Motion for Extension of Time; Plaintiff sh
have up to and including May 1, 2006 in which to file his reply . Signed by Judgs
Gladys Kessler on 3/20/06. (CS, ) (Entered: 03/20/2006)

all

03/20/2006

Set/Reset Deadlines: Replies due by 5/1/2006. (CS, ) (Entered: 03/20/2006)

04/21/2006

NOTICE OF APPEAL as to 64 Order on Motion by JAMES A. BUTLER. Filing f¢
0.00. (tg, ) (Entered: 04/24/2006)

04/21/2006

MOTION for Extension of Time by JAMES A. BUTLER. (tg, ) (Entered: 04/24/20

06)

04/24/2006

Transmission of Notice of Appeal and Docket Sheet to US Court of Appeals re §
Notice of Appeal (tg, ) (Entered: 04/24/2006)

04/26/2006

USCA Case Number 06-5116 for 66 Notice of Appeal filed by JAMES A. BUTLE
(tg, ) (Entered: 04/27/2006)

FR.

05/08/2006

LEAVE TO FILE DENIED "the Motion has been decided" by Judge Kessler
(Plaintiff's Motion in Opposition to Defendants' Opposition to Plaintiff's Rule 60 (
(6) Motion). Pleading will be returned to Plaintiff. (tg, ) (Entered: 05/09/2006)

(=)
~—

10/30/2007

MANDATE of USCA (certified copy) as to 66 Notice of Appeal filed by JAMES A.

BUTLER that this case be dismissed for lack of prosecution. (kb) (Entered:

11/08/2007)



https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0450607635?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899601&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451607894?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899601&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0450607635?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899601&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04501511503?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899605&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04501561624?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899581&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511511834?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899605&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511511392?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899605&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511511754?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899605&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451611888?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899608&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04501561624?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899581&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451619570?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899610&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451619570?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899610&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511681322?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899616&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/0451611888?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899608&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511681424?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899622&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511681322?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899616&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511681322?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899616&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511832089?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899630&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04511681322?caseid=55595&de_seq_num=2899616&pdf_header=2
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