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"All | feel for you now
iIs a dull resentment.”

In August 1978, three months after mailing his first bomb, Kaczynski

went on two dates with Ellen Tarmichael, a co-worker at a Chicago
plant where he and his brother, David, worked. When she ended the
relationship, Kaczynski was furious. He sent her a nasty letter and
posted unflattering poems about her around the workplace. David,
who was his supervisor, fired him. Kaczynski has included the letter

he sent Tarmichael in his personal papers — as well as a note of

1pology.

All letters and documents are property of
the University of Michigan Library’s Labadie Collection.

The selection was curated by Yahoo News
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August 25, 1378

Jear Zllen,

You needn't fear that I'11 bother rou ngzin, In =hls
letter 1 mmrsly want %o clezr up sona loose onda of L..is
nasty affalr, becruse I slways hate haviag nﬁythlng
nisunderstood.

¥hen X telked to you in your car as Fou arrived 4t woox
Thﬁrodlymorning (Angnat 24), 7ou sald tha® when 7ru wont _-as
with ma the first two times, you “really thought Zhere =i,
be something &n 4%; friendzhip, ore...” I sorioualy 2cubs
shethar your statement is trus, Yectuse your womis and astici.s
gonomll;y have been S 1ncénaiatenf; Revertheless, his
stateomnsnt 1 prdbdblyjéﬁa'anly thing Thatl preventad zo .on
attacking wvou phyaiﬁtiij ¥hen I ot into your car, I !nicaced

physical vlolenﬂ df Y nrioul nature -- until your

statoreont cm m m zhe conclusicn I had reacked, -ha:i Iin

J"—-.H

going out dmu mwrs ouly using me As & toy, plaring

m c’nﬁar to grnti"y your ego at =y ox-ensa.

But dm"t g.t ucitod. Yonr have notm.ng to fear -Prom 0.
nos. The storm 1: paat, and even if I were % leara tha: Jjou
welre reaxlly nning mo &4 & o7, I wouldn't cars to do oy gt BT
about 1. A1) X foel fm' ?on new is a dull resentaant,

Poaaslidbly you m _ahoc*xed 1t the vilolence o I3

. GQAL Y D%



I was not out looking for any «ind of relatlonship.
“hen I was alone ln the mountaina I had n»s degire fne wonen,

and was evyen somewnat repeéellied at the thonurht of such Lnvclvanents.

buut I Was preparing to come dack to the eity thls sortne. I Celt

uReonfortadla und worriad whongver % nzaurrad $n as n-a% I
RISht meat joe ab%ractive wonan and “all *nto tamnsat lan,

Sut It was natural aacugh that I s“O!Id +ef Intarested in
Jou, Icu have a very pretty face, and your personality and
charm edslly make up for yourr dsfectivo flzure. Esvecinlly
there was somathing in your personslity -- let's call it =
certain vigor, or 1ife -- that particularly appealed to ne.

Besides, there waro two factors that made me rarticularly
suscsaplidle to your charms if: this time. One wasz =y generel
inoxperience with umn. {!mz can woll imegine that I had
nething o do with rom during tho gears I wes in the
mountalng; vat avan bofnro tbt’e By experisnce was very llm,it.ed )

Secand, \..horo 15 thn rm that the prospect looks vary

blaak for = ﬁ pm-nt, m paople ask adons ry plans, I

w LA

T ns,gnt, zt I.n gotczn& bu'der and Rarder o sncape
civllisttian. &t tﬁa mt of maidnmblo effort I might atill

£ind a cormer for myxell someahare -~ dut then af%er 2 few
vears I would prodadly heave to walch % being ruined by
alrplanes, snowzobiles, recreationiszts, ete., as isn
‘happening in Noutans.

Since I can never fesl thal there is anything worth
shile {n the Xind of exiatence provided by modern eivilizsticn,



this leaves e wizh a very Pty prospect in 1ile and ~othling

to 100k forwsrd io. I% 7ould have basen very eonfasrtable o

Nave soseihing o Ve Lnto this 7aeuum -« z2ach as aflecbion

for a woman in whom T thouyiit I 3as sozmetilng I couid respect,

what did T want Prsn v017 Cartaln L7 .20t zarrlase, I sar

Ehis nod -fros Ry veinctanze o comunlit ~mysell JICTLIB: o g -

- Becauge ocur intaresty and asnirations ars mo 2l rrocent

\J"

;pl

vo could nevar live %czo%hor.) ZerMana soms ~ora of livo-
affai=, Bu% really I hsd no desintte intention abont what T

wanted fron you. It wculd da bettar %o say thas, If T ad avor

¢ome o feel %had you cared for ms, I would have found 1% =
great pleaaura to giva you whate'mr Jou night want Trow .ae.
I was 3laply drawn t@ Fou nm! eouldn't rosist?rt o

O

mt.!mr, had o definife ranm to msist it. But your
'~m13nm ho‘bn" or hﬁ m :.n & verx mmtartablo s%ate of

1-mcar.unty. ¥are ;rm quing m H.M of m with me? Or
diﬁ you ae“uall;r H&ﬁ MY I eouldn't ngum oul what 75u were
‘uy to.:It hnd m, M X r_alt I m youz. XIf you had told

wru"":'r 'I-v-"hu‘ﬁ; "" JI"
.Iq

¥ A0t m h&ﬂ MM m to go out with re

-ll"'i:'*

dtnwppointed hoemu I rmﬂ.d mo B more conflict o
mwuiut\y over 7m.t. md Yy 2ind conld just slip dack intc
itl umtam wv:. -

sun. ‘I hed omea ry hsert to you, 80 Yo speakx, and
M ﬂﬂltm Hylﬂ.f to entartsin soft feelinzs toward Jou.
I ws that I wnld fm in ).uw dth Jou 1€ T ever felt sure




SR S ﬁ A peh e 1160 W
3 I can well understand the statement you made to ms
TMada? norning, that on that last date 4t "Just astrucxk you~
that you had nothing in comwon with mo axd that there was no
‘ ruﬁm iz anything between us. I felt the same way aboul jyou,
o ‘_ often. ,Iﬂt“!.ni._sp'ito' of this I always folt I would Do giad %o
2 ' @ I.l flx;' !lth you l.t tﬁo differences butwm\ul wouid pelniite
o m thms tmt really turned ms ofi «t tines waa
‘ - th. 1n.mmiatene3 ‘ﬂd iMiBGQI‘itI (OI" evan d\.ml,a.cz.q, as i
e Y womld say after thu.t 141: data) that I wes afraid I saw in you.
o it
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Jan IMrough four aex appeel; or else you really did iixe ne,
Ul for 2020 reason found 4t diffScult to express that liking
Alrgcily; or {as I thougns moat probable) the truth waes gome
Cosbinatioa ©f tne twoa

AlL tuls left me in doubt. But I kept hoping thet 4f I o %

Peralsied you would eventually be more open aﬁd honest with =me. _
I Thougnt you aight e worth taking some trouble for.
Ssui ol Lhal last dace I was forcea to-apnclwdo theat you
warw intentionally taking advantage of me. I mado & special = ¢
% , ellort to Ve nttﬂﬁlﬂ and agrseeble, but you were calcuiatedly \E
' | eold from the beginning, i‘ohuuing just enough friendliness %o
s e avo.ld m opc-n mrmh,. ’rm lhou was thtt. 2illy, trensparent ’5
el ¢otiomeu n.‘boﬁt mina m m: mtm of one, in order to

;' 5 tm W » u M‘.’ Jﬂon nn churm at having achieved your 1ittle

: urud givlng m a ohann to uk .i'or & moénight kiss. It wae | ,
: e ehv.f.o,us mt 1& mtd tﬁ a ulonlutad insult. why B
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| Yo went hone was an insult under Np circumatances. It was
33 1L 7ou wanted to tamse 3a. You ¢élda’t want ue, dut jou
l’mtfégi Lo Eeep o dméling ac that you couléd play wiin 22 --
80 l‘;é..,t;ptarad. '
1 was mortslly pffended by all his. The Jore 3o decaise
(#ﬁ Iml!o thatlau]g'hmrxod yoursols) I a.m“ very lecxing in

" sosial contidence. The tricx I belisved you hed played on me
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is ﬂuohwhy Y pinched your dehind on the way out Tuesday
afternoon -- under the clrcumstances Lt was clesrly an Iraulf,
Fhat surprised mes wes the fact that you ssemad conclli.atory
e TWSW aﬂemom, and 2idn't avan comnlain when I plnehed you,
s mozm:- mmlo of ‘dnpncity? é-* 8. nouple Qf\ rensons, [ donub?l
| mt gmn' ccnclnttm'y nt!:nnda wes sincere, "
{ thit ‘Il &‘B way, Dava'’s foolish meddling spolled xv
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Dear Ellen,

. want So offer you my unqualified apology. I a3 no

. leonger 1ntareac§d i deciding shether you were or vwers not
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'.* = -

s yeR, and I as utmaly sorry that I took an wnpleasant tone

Rk s o S first Wtw I sent you.
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.:I m ygn th. bc:t. of luck generslly.

tmlimly. I Mem te rool meh more strongly adont you than

'é&tfieult to gat over than I had



