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Accident report cited in HP suit

By Doug Nogami

Staff Wriler of The News

A man whao s suing the Town of
Highland Park for arresting him
an the nonexistent charge ol
“drunk in car” had been drinking
beer before a traffic acoident that
ted 1o s @rrest, according to teste
mony in federal court Wednesday.
“=inasworn statement resd to the
qury by an attorney for the Town ot
thghland Park. Jerommo Palacios
=aid he had drunk Ceight to ten
heers” hetween noeon and mudnghie
of Nov IR INTH

Palacios and 1 other plaintifts
are sung the Town of Highland
Park and several town officials,
The plaintitls contend they were
arrested  on the  non-existent
charge of “drunk in car” in viola-
ton of their constitutional rights.

Highland Park officials have
muntyned that “drunk i car” s
police-slang for the charge of pub-
Licitoxication. But LR, Millican. a
former Highland Park police offi-
cer and a defendant in the suit, Tes.
titied that he thought drunk in car
and public intoxication were Sepa-
rate charges

According o tesiumony Wednes-
day. Falacios ran a blinkimg ted
Iight ot the intersecnon ol Oak
Lawn and Wychilf avenues and

struck a car driven by a Grond Ra-
pids, Mich., woman at 2 am. on
Nowv. 26, 1976,

Edie Scott of Houston, a passen-
ger in the car siruck by Palacios'
car. said Palacios told her he had
been drinking at the time of the ac-
cident. With the jury out of the
courtroom, Miss Scott also said
Palacios” eyes were bloodshot and
that Palacioy, who does not speak
English, told her in Spanish that he
was drunk.

S st Judge Wilham Taylor
ruled that Miss Scott's conversa-
tinns with Palacios were not admis-
sihle after his attorney objected to
the relevance of the 1estimony and
to the lack of evidence showing
that Palacios understood what was
being said to him




Bosses ordered -
checks of blacks,

ex-HP officer says

By Doug Nogami

Staff Writer of The News

A former Highland Park police
officer»testified in federal court
Tuesday tha! his supervisors’in-
structed him to “check out” blacks
who were driving in Highland
Park neighborhoods after dark.

L.R. Millican. a2 Highland Park
officer from July 1976 1o September
1978, said he also wowld check on
Mexican-Americans, men with
unusually long hair and other peo-
ple “who did oot blend in.”

But he said he never stopped
anybody strictly on the basis of
Tace.

Millican . testified during the
seventh day of the trial of a federal
class-action suit in which Jeronimo
Palacios and 14 other plaintiffs
maintain they were arrested oo the
non<xistent charge of “drunk in
car” in violation of their constitu-
tional rights,

Palacios was arrested Nov. 26,
1976, after he was involved in a
traffic accident atthe intersection
of Oak Lawn Avenue and Wychff
Avenue. Millican said he thought
Pelacios was intoxicated at the
time of his arrest.

See BOSSES on Page 264
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L'hgrge drunk in car was merely “police slang”
far the charge of public intoxication and that
1he drunk in car charge often was used when
other municipalities would use a driving while
intoxicated charge.
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Highland Park poiice force Ye thought drunk in
carwas different from public intoxication.

One of his supervisors told him that drivers
were charged with drink in car rather than
driving while intoxicated so that fines paid by
the criver would go 1o the Town of Highland

Park rather thun g the County, Miliican said.
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Highland Park sued

over arrest policy

By Joann Schulte
Saff Writer of The News

Hispanic machimst Jeromimo
‘Palacios can’t speak English, but
‘the meaning of his complaints
‘about the Highland Park Depart
“ment of Public Safety 15 clear 1o the
102 people whae have joined his sun
“agamst officials of the downship.

The federal class-action suil, st
for trial Tuesday before US, Dist
Tudge Willam Taylor, alleges that
Highland Park police have discTim-
pated agamst the 102 plimtiffs —
all but one of whem are nonresi-
dents of Highland Park = by ar-
festing them on a charge of "drunk
mear.”

The suit mainfains that ™ drunk
11 car’ i§ @ nonexistent crime or vf-
fense” in the Town of Highland
Park, Dallas County. and the state

Patacios’ avorneys. Carl
Generes and Ben Krage. contend
the acts "of arresting, IMmprisomng
and fining individuals for an of-
fense and o crime that does not
eX1sT constitules action wholly
i absenve of Jurisdiction and be-
vond the scope af the offial duties
of the defendants™ and 15 10 viola
uon of the 14th Amendment,

His attorneys are seeking §1 mul-
lon n punitive damagds, 210000 :0
compensatory damages for each
member of the closs, and an order
prahhinng Highland Park pobee
fromn arresiing peaple on Udrunkin
car” ¢harges.

Highland Park officials have
suié the official charge usuaily
f1ied in such cases has heen "aggra
vated public intoxication” and
mainiain a persan stopped 1n other

DMallas-ares municipahities wonld
be charged with driving while in-
toxicated.

Documents fited by Highland
Park altorneys claim that “drunk
mocar” s oa police blotter descrip-
non of the offense,

Former Highland Park police of-
ficers, however, have said dronken
restdents  frequently  are  laken
home while nonresidents are taken
to the police station and given a
choice of spending the might in jail
or pasting bond of 3100 or more.

The class-action suit claims the
defendants' policy 15 "to treat non-
residents ifferently  than  resi-
denis”

Palacios atturneys claim that he
a1l most other plaintiffs in the suit
weren't drunk. They also question
the sn<alled crime of “aggravated”
public intaxication, since the stat-
utes deal only with “public intoxi-
LAton” and, as one atterney put it
“Either youre drunk or youre
not.”

Public intoxication, according
to o spokesman for the district at-
torpey’s office. 15 a Class © mis
demeanar that carries @8 maximum
sentence of a S200 fine. Such.cases
are tried 1n munreipal courts and
the fine — upon conviction — goes
to the jndividual municipality. By
contrast, the spokesman said, DWI
is a Class A misdemeanor with
more severe penalties and is tried
at the county level The fines, if
any, are retained by the county.

Highland Park Safety Director
H W, Gardener declined comment
on the suit. Highland Park's attor-
neys were not immediarely avail
able for comment.
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n't really come
: it any more —
st that I don't
to miss it.”’

— Amy Brau

wught it was going 1o grow into
s now, I'd have tried 1o remem-
" she said.

.er reason for the dearth of
s is that if you've seen &7 fairs,
©n them all.

t't really come 1o see it any more
st that I don't want to miss it,”
u said. "If I never see it again,
K, but I don’t want to missit. I've
ning this leng, so why mess up

‘Checks’
of blacks

revealed

By Doug Nogami

Stcff Writer af The News

A former Highland Park police officer tesn-
fied in federal court Tuesday that s supervi
sors instructed him to “check out” blacks whio
were driving i Highland Park neighborboods
after dark.

L.R. Millican, a Highland Park afticer from
July 1976 1o September 1978, sand hie alse would
check on Mexican-Americans, men with unusi-
ally long hair and other pepple “who Jdud not
blend in.”

But he said he never stopped anybody strictiy
on the basis of race.

Millican testified during the seventh: day of
the trial of a federal classaction sun in which
Jeronimo Palacios and 104 otber plamuiffs main.
tain they were arrested on the noneexstent
charge of "drunk 1n car” in violaiion of their
constitutional rights

Palacios was arrested Nov, 25 1976 after he
was involved in a traffic accident at the in
tion of Oaklawn Avenue and Wyeh!f Avenue
Millican said he rthought Palacios wuas intoxi-
cated at I‘he time ol’ hi1s arrest,

Park residents sroppe:d rn, L.rn
were escorted home. w
stopped under the same circu
charged with drunk in car,

Highland Park Public Safety Dir
Gardener denied in lestimony last week
department used the charge drunk :
against non-residents.

Defense attorneyvs have o
charge drunk 1z car was merely
for the charge of public inlaxt
the drunk in car charge often
other municipalities would use a
intoxicated charge

Millican said. however, while
Highland Park police force ke th
car was different from pubiic

One of his supervisors 1old
were charged with drunk :
driving while intexicated sc that fines pa:d b»
the driver would go to the Town of Hic
Park rather than to the county, Ml

See EX-OFFICER on Page 26A.
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federal study
of bus system

Schoal Supt. Nolan Estes has asked
the federal government to do a cost-
efficlency study of the Dallas school
district’s bus system

Estes confirmed Tuesday that he
asked for the study in a letter to James
Ragsdale. stafi director of the Sowth-
west Federal Regional Coutneil which
15 compased of top federal government
officials froan thas S-stare region.

Ragsdale said the study likely would
be done by the Urban Mass Transporia-
tion Adminstration

Estes sad he requested the study be-
cause the schoal district “has gor o
tmplement a hetter :Hmm of gquality
control” for the bus system

He noted that five years ago the
school system had no bus system and
now spends 33 to S million a vear
fransporting  thousands of children
daily with a fleet of 492 buses.

The preliminary proposal calls for
one or more cost efficiency experts
from Washington 10 come to Dallas for
the study

Estes said his request grew out of the
school district’s program last fall of
asking all sectors of the community. in-
cluding local federal officials. 1o a1d in
making the husing program successful

Estes said the money 1o pay for the
study will come “from other than local
school district tax monies.”

He said he did not know when the
study would begin. “As soon as they are
ready 1o begin, we are ready ™

Fictitious law
alleged in suit

Jeronimo Palacios of Dallas alieged
in a $1 million federal suit Tuesday
that Highland Park officials are arrest.
1ng persons under & fictitious “drunk
in car” ordinance.

The suit, filed in U5, Dist. Judge Wil-
liam Taylor's court, alleged persons ar-
rested under the “drunk in car” ordi-
Dence sre required to plead guilty or
face a driving while intoxicated
charge.

Palacios said in the suit that he was
arrested 1o Highland Park in Novem-
ber, 1976, for allegedly violating what
the suit  calls  the “fictitious”
ordinance.

He szid later city officials told his
lawyer he should plead guilty or face
DW1 charges.

large vessel connects the twi arteries
1o the heart allawing 1he blosd ajected
towards the lungs 1o flow pack through
the placenta

“Ordinarily, with the first breath of
life, a chatn of 1mportant events oecirs
causing this vessel to close ne said
“But in & large number of bahies, born
prematurely, the vessel either dnesn't
close or 1t closes and reopens

The physician said the mechanism
causing the vesse] to close has been
“poorly understood.” However. recent
evidence has emerged, pointing 1o &
group of naturally occurring fany
acids called postglandins as playing a
role in keeping the vessel npen

THE RESEARCHERS FOUNT that
hoth aspirio and the deng, indometha-
cin, seem to inkibil the postglandips,
allowing the vesse 16 close.

fm.fu hu' nn theft

Wanted man

fatallv shot

James Barton Castor, wanted here
stoce August Jor allegedly hilking an
East Texas woman out of SE000 by
claiming to be a hill collector from
Parkland  Hospital.  wos
Saturday 1o Atlanta. Ga . Dallas auther
ities learned Tuesday.

Detective W,

murdered |

D Swinpey of the |

Atlanta police department said Castor,
8. was killed by two shotgun blasts as |

he left the Silver Ribhon an Atlanta

dancing and drinking establishment, |

4t 108 a.m. Savurday

There are no suspects I custady, |

Swinney sald  CWere

anything.”

lonking  for |

Castor has been somght since he was

indicted for felony theft in the case in
Seprember.

He was indicted {or allegedly telling
Marguerie Rogers of Paleshine, Ander-
son County,
Nancy A Howell were officials of Park.
land seeking payment for a debt owed
by a deceased relative of Mrs. Rogers.

Mrs. Rogers wrote the pair a check |

for $6,000
In October. Castor was atrrested in
Louisville, Ky, on unrelated

thet he and 20-year-old |

theft |

charges, but was released before exira- |
dition proceedings could be completed. {
Swinney satd Atlanta police believe

Castor had only heen in their city a few
weeks,

district attorney’s office,
Howell, who was also indicied in the
Texas case, is 10 custody in Louisville
and is expected to be brought hack
here soon.
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Laluplun 49 guibty of theft over 310,
MMl Purishment testimony s sched
wed for 9a.m. Wednesday.

Compton, operatar of National Trail
er Sales, 241 W Commerce could
TECEIVE Up 1o 20 years in prison

Accarding to testimony presented by
Assistant st Antys. Dhek Zadina and
Ron Poote of the DA's specialized crime
division. International Harvester pur
chaﬂed areck frem Cumpmn n May at

the maney
OVErpaymen] com
was  undisputed
dorsed the check

Defense attorn
R. Griffitts did not cail an

Griffitts argued 1
prosecution failed
stole anything fras ints
VeSTEr, SINCe e Was &N
part of the check

Were American Airlines. Doing w

Pwith the most
nONsops
W the most

C .al:lormd citi

Airline Passengers |
Association |
names American-
"1 choice for :
domestic air travel |

b recent mde penfent -




