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them with employments suited to their age , sex , talents , and

other circumstances , and to procure their children an edu-

cation calculated for their future situation in life ; these are

the great outlines of the annexed plan , which we have adopted ,

and which we conceive will essentially promote the public

good , and the happiness of these our hitherto too much

neglected fellow -creatures .

A plan so extensive cannot be carried into execution without
considerable pecuniary resources, beyond the present ordi-

nary funds of the Society . We hope much from the generosity

of enlightened and benevolent freemen , and will gratefully

receive any donations or subscriptions for this purpose , which
may be made to our treasurer , James Starr , or to James Pem-

berton , chairman of our committee of correspondence .
Signed , by order of the Society ,

Philadelphia , 9th of
November , 1789 .

B. FRANKLIN, President .

1783. TO JEAN BAPTISTE LE ROY¹
1

Philadelphia , November 13, 1789

It is now more than a year , since I have heard from my
dear friend Le Roy . What can be the reason ? Are you

still living? Or have the mob of Paris mistaken the head of a
monopolizer of knowledge , for a monopolizer of corn , and
paraded it about the streets upon a pole .
Great part of the news we have had from Paris , for near a

year past , has been very afflicting . I sincerely wish and pray
1 From " The Private Correspondence of Benjamin Franklin " ( 1818) ,
Vol . I , p. 258. — Ed .-
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itmay all end well and happy , both for the King and the nation .

The voice of Philosophy I apprehend can hardly be heard
among those tumults . If any thing material in that way had
occurred , I am persuaded you would have acquainted me
with it . However , pray let me hear from you a little oftener ;

for , though the distance is great , and the means of conveying

letters not very regular , a year's silence between friends must

needs give uneasiness .

Our new Constitution is now established , and has an ap-

pearance that promises permanency ; but in this world noth-

ing can be said to be certain , except death and taxes .
My health continues much as it has been for some time ,
except that I grow thinner and weaker , so that I cannot
expect to hold out much longer .

My respects to your good brother , and to our friends of the
Academy , which always has my best wishes for its prosperity

and glory . Adieu , my dear friend , and believe me ever yours

most affectionately ,
B. FRANKLIN .

1784. TO M. LE VEILLARD (L. C.)

Philada ., Nov. 13, 1789

DEAR FRIEND :-This must be but a short Letter , for I have
mislaid your last and must postpone answering them till I
have found them ; but to make you some Amends I send you
what is done of the Memoirs , under this express Condition

however , that you do not suffer any Copy to be taken of them ,

or of any Part of them , on any Account whatever , and that

you will , with your excellent Friend the Duke de la Roche-

foucault , read them over carefully , examine them critically ,

michael hiltzik


