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unfolding events from February 1st,- April 7" 2021”

1-15 FEBRU

STAR

UPDATE4
This reports also serves as the every 4 hour Watch Office check-in for YNGON.
Summary of current situation:

e  The military continues to consolidate the early morning Feb 1 takeover, with announcement
by the Tatmadaw of a one year State of Emergency and installation of the military Vice
President Myint Swe, as interim president. Tatmadaw statement included commitment to
hold elections in one year.

e  Situation remains highly volatile and fluid.

e  Comms {telcom, internet, phone, TV and radio) all cut in early mornmg, restored midday, but
access is variable

® e airport has een shut down, some social media postings suggesting that the shutdown is
until end of May
Banks announced closure afternoon of 1 Feb.

L ]
@
Report: As per earlier reporting, between 2 and 3 am on 1 Feb, the Tatmadaw seized control of the

government and detained senior level NLD leadership, including the State Counselior and de facto
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the President Win Myint and NLD Vic Chair, Dr. Zaw Myint Maung.

1. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (State Counsellor)
2 U Win Myint {President)

4 Dr. Zaw Myint Maung (Chief Minister of Mandalay Region)
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The Tatmadaw released two statements today (see attached), the first around 8:00 am and the second
this afternoon seeking to ground their actions within the parameters of the 2008 Constitution and
pointing in particular to article 417 of the constitution, which permits a military takeover in the event of
an emergency that threatens Mvanmar’'s sovereignty, or that could “disintegrate the Union” or “national
solidarity”

he second statement reiterated the and Tatmadaw’'s fraud allegations, reiterated earlier
demands that went unmet [postponement of parliament, convening the NDSC, disbanding the EUC, and
review the voter lists and contested votes). The military statement further confirmed its intention to
reform the UEC, scrutinize the voters list, hold another election in a year, and transfer power back to the
wining party at that point. The Tatmadaw also released a statement on lan 31, criticizing diplomatic
missions for interfering in Miyanmar’s affairs (see attached).

Protests and civil unrest: The possibility of civil unrest and political violence remains of significant
concern. At the time of writing, there is an ongoing pro-Tatmadaw protest in at city hall -
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" Tnerehave been reports of protests in Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw and in other

states and regions. There have been reports of pro-Tatmadaw supporters celebrating and roving around
in trucks. One social media, a letter, purportedly from the NLD leader Aung Sang Suu Kyi, calling on NLD
supports to take their concerns to the street has been circulating widely.

edia reports as we
Bangkok culminated in clashes between protesters and riot police

ine ups and closures at stores.

Media: YNGON has fielded one query_eeking background information on the coup and
the diplomatic response. The reporter will be directed back to HQ comms. YNGON understands that OSC
is working on media lines.
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Statements: UNSG, UK, Australia, NZ, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines, Norway, India,
Thailand and lapan have all issued HQ-level statements. China’s FM’s spokesperson has also been

quoted in the press commenting on the developrments, [

_There have been many statements from local organizations

and NGO groupings expressing concern and condemnation. Statements from larger EAOs are reportedly
imminent.

Drafted: YNGON-GR/ |

Input: YNGON-GI-YNGON—GR-BNGKK-GR_

Approved: HOM

End of Day Update — February 1, 2021
This reports also serves as the 4 hour Watch Office check-in for YNGON.
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As the end of the day approaches

8:00pm-6:00am curfew announced this evening on Tatmadaw controlled TV Station MWD,

s Three protests occurred in Yangon over the course of the day, one of which took place in front

of City Hall [ Al were pro-

Tatmadaw. Abroad, pro-NLD protests were organized in Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Tokyo.

¢ The message circulating on Facebook
The message calls NLD
supporters to the streets, greatly increasing the risks of large-scale protests and civil unrestin

the coming days (Reftel YNGON-534)
Increasing, but largely anecdotal of arrests and detentions of pro-democracy activists and €S0

leaders.

® increased roadblocks and checkpoints throughout Yangon.
Interim Ministers announced late this evening, again on the MWD TV station. See attached bio.
YNGON will provide more detailed information in the coming days, as more information
becomes available.
o U Wanna Maung Lwin — Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Foreign Minister under former
president Thein Sein. Ex-military; USDP
o Lt Gen Soe Hiut — Ministry of Home Affairs (incumbent) and Ministry of Union
Government — conflict of interest controversies related to Jade Mining; one of largest
shareholders In MEHL
o Gen Maya Tun Oo — Defense — Currently 3" most powerful in military chain of command
o Lt Gen Tun Tun Naung — Border Affairs — member of Tatmadaw’s new Peace Negotiation
Committee (announced shortly after Nov elections)
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o U Win Shein — Ministry of Planning, Finance and Investment — Formerly Minister of )

Finance and Review under Thein Sein

Ko Ko Naing — Ministry of International Cooperation

Chit Naing — Ministry of Information

U Ko Ko ~ Religious Affairs — former Minister of Home Affairs under Thein Sein

Dr. Thet Khine Win — Ministry of Health and Sports

U Aunng Naing Oo — Ministry of Investment and Foreign Economic Relations — Formerly
Director General of DICA and Perm Sec of MIFER in past NLD administration

o U Myint Khine — Ministry of Labour and Public Energy

o 0 0 0O 0

e UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet issued a statement late Feb 1
expressing concerns (attached).

e Mediaqueries: YNGON has referred two media_both directed to
media relations.

YNGON-GR
Input: YNGON-GRThu;ynGon|

Approved: HOM
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2 FEBRUARY

Summary: The situation in Myanmar remains fluid and volatile.

The military
regime has been issuing announcements on MWD TV- a Tatmadaw controlled TV station, and not in

At this time, the situation in Yangon appears relatively calm: comms are back on line and have remained
so all day; banks are open. Stores are open (but with long lines) and are again able to accept credit
cards. The daytime presence of military and police in urban Yangon is low, although indications are that
this increases at night after the still unconfirmed 8pm-6am curfew, including with checkpoints and road
blocks.

The current lull could be deceiving however, as there appears to be growing momentum around a civil
disobedience movement and pro-NLD protests that emerged on social media over the course of the day,
and that is expected to commence tomorrow.

Key developments over the course of the day:

¢  Current situation: Stores and banks are open, albeit with long line ups. Food stocks appear 1o be
being replenished.

e Alrport and airfield remains closed with varying reports of when flights {cargo and relief fights)
will be resumed. YNGON is tracking.

¢ Land borders are closed, but anecdotal reports suggest that there continues 1o be cross-border
cargo traffic.

e Curfew [unofficial announce on military controlled TV} appears to be being enforced, but
sporadically. YNGON is quiet this evening with almost no traffic or pedestrian movements.

ON's knowledge, no charges have been laid against delained individuals.

There are also reports on social media that several NLD parliamentarians have been released or

returned to house arrestn
e Social media is buzzing with posts of Myanmar citizens distressed by the reversal of their

country’s democratic transition and calling for the help of the international community, as well
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as by an influx of celebratory posts on Tiktok of Myanmar military personnel in support of the
coup.

Protests: a large-pro Tatmadaw protest took place in YNGON today. Reports of large troop
deployment in Mandalay, where a protest against the coup is taking place. A civil servant
disobedience movement spearheaded by medical doctors from government hospitals has
rapidly gained momentum on social media over the course of the day. It will commence

tomorrow with work stoppages and possible protests. |~

Comms: YNGON has referred three international press inquiries to media relations and will
continue to do so as per YGNON’s comms procedures. YNGON understands that media talking
points are being developed to ensure consistency of response to media queries.

Statements: MINA's statement has been amplified on YNGON's Facebook page with 668 likes
and 106 comments (majority positive} at the time of writing.

Yesterday evening, the Russian Embassy issued a mildly worded statement _

www.facebook.com/rus.mmr
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YNGON-537: MYANMAR CIVIL SOCIETY REACTS TO 01 FEB COUP

SUMMARY: In the 24 hours following the Myanmar military (Tatmadaw)’s seizure of power (01 Feb),
domestic civil society organizations (CSOs) and international non-government organizations (INGOs) in
Myanmar have forcefully condemned the coup and denounced the Tatmadaw, calling for the release of
detainees, restoration of civilian government, and reconvening Parliament in accordance with the
country’s November 2020 election results (widely endorsed by domestic and international observers as
credible — see Paragraph 1). Some organizations drew particular attention to the human rights and
potential mistreatment of individuals detained in the coup, including some activists; the ongoing
disruption of phone and internet access; and prior Tatmadaw human rights violations, especially against
ethnic minorities and the Rohingya. Most organizations called for a strong, swift, and coordinated
international response to the current crisis, with many calling for targeted sanctions against military
leaders, including their vast economic holdings, and action by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC).

REPORT:

1. Inresponse to escalating tensions between the Tatmadaw and civilian government last week,
and repeated, inaccurate assertions by the Tatmadaw of electoral fraud in Myanmar’s
November 8 election, 12 domestic election observer organizations issued a joint statement days
before the coup (29 Jan, REFTEL: YNGON-531 Update 2) reiterating their findings that the results
of Myanmar’s November 2020 general election were credible. This assessment is based on their
observation of voter list displays, campaign activities, advance voting during the pre-election
period, voting processes on election day, and vote tabulation. While the group acknowledges
very real shortcomings in Myanmar’s electoral and constitutional framework, issues of
disenfranchisement and some inconsistencies in election administration, these observers
reiterate that the election outcome — whereby the National League for Democracy (NLD) won
over 80% of contested seats - reflects the will of the majority of voters. (Note: This assessment
aligns with those from other international election observers,

2. In addition to the now widely-reported arrests of State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi (ASSK),
President Win Myint, and other senior members of the NLD party (including Chief Ministers and
other state/regional leaders),

s.17
s.19(1)

5.21(1)(b)
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Among those rumoured detained are youth leaders,
writers, and at least two members of the 88 Generations Students Group, a Burmese pro-
democracy movement known for their activism against the country’s military junta in 1988 (in
which ASSK was famously involved, and many of whom would go on to senior positions in the
NLD).

Views and analysis: In English-language statements following the coup, CSOs and INGOs in
Myanmar forcefully condemn it, denouncing the Tatmadaw and the current state of emergency.
Some organizations express particular concern regarding the human rights and potential
mistreatment of individuals detained, including activists, and the ongoing disruption of phone
and internet service. Local Burmese-language statements, including those from several unions
and student groups, similarly condemn the coup, oppose the Tatmadaw, and urge for the
release of Tatmadaw detainees. Some Burmese-language statements express concern that the
coup will impede progress towards a more peaceful and federal Myanmar.

Most CSOs and INGOs roundly reject the Tatmadaw’s rationale for seizing power, reiterating
their support for the November 8 election outcome. A number of organizations present the
coup as proof that the Tatmadaw never did, and also never will, have any genuine interest in
cedine nower and stinnartine Mvanmar’s democratic transition

Several CSOs and INGOs also note the Tatmadaw’s historical legacy of human rights and
humanitarian law violations, up to and including genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes. They express particular concern for the plight of ethnic minorities in Myanmar, including
the Rohingya, who have suffered disproportionately at the hands of the Tatmadaw under prior
juntas, and still today.

Calls for Tatmadaw action: Nearly all CSO and INGO statements call for the immediate release
of individuals detained yesterday, though few mentioned detained activists specifically. Most
organizations also call on the Tatmadaw to rescind the state of emergency; restore cellular and
internet communications country-wide; respect the results of the recent election and allow
Parliament to reconvene. With particular attention to the treatment of detained individuals in
custody, Amnesty international calls on the Tatmadaw to clarify the legal basis on which they
were detained; guarantee the rights of those arrested are fully respected, including against ill-
treatment; access to lawyers of their own choice and to their families; and guarantee their
whereabouts and grant them access to medical care.
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Thinking ahead to potential civil unrest or protests, Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International call on the Tatmadaw to end arbitrary limits on freedom of assembly and
association, and urge them to exercise maximum restraint and limit the use of force to disperse
potential protestors.

Calls for international action: Most English-language CSO and INGO statements call for a strong,
swift, and coordinated international response to the current crisis, urging foreign countries and
multilateral institutions to condemn the coup and hold the Tatmadaw accountable. While no
group advocates for sweeping sanctions on Myanmar, given the likely adverse effects on
Myanmar people, most English-language CSO and INGO statements urge targeted sanctions
against military leaders and their vast economic holdings. Justice Myanmar writes that the
military coup shows a “systemic failure” in how the international community — noting the United
States and European Union specifically - has dealt with Myanmar in recent years, by
“normalising the Myanmar military and their business”, despite their human rights violations.

Some CSO and INGO statements — from Fortify Rights, the Network of Human Rights
Documentation — Burma, and a joint statement from 29 diverse CSOs and NGOs —also urge

action from the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Specifically, these statements urge the
UNSC to convene an emergency meeting to respond to the current situation, including sending a
delegation to Myanmar, establishing a global arms embargo, and referring the situation in
Myanmar to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Human Rights Watch names China, Russia,
and Japan (not a UNSC member) specifically for blocking coordinated international action to
promote human rights in Myanmar, and encourages these three countries to reassess their
policies.

Other unique calls to action from the above-referenced joint statement from 29 CSOs and
NGOs, including ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights and Progressive Voice of Burma,
include calls for 1) social media companies, in particular Facebook, to suspend the accounts of
military and proxy (Union Solidarity and Development Party) leaders that have used their
platforms to spread disinformation, fear, and psychological violence; and 2) ASEAN leaders to
use “all diplomatic leverage” to ensure the rule of law is upheld and the will of the Myanmar
people is respected.
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Context: What's happening today?

»  As per YNGON's earlier reporting, the Tatmadaw continues efforts to consolidate power three
days post-coup with rapid-fire announcements of senior positions within the government, and
installing a mix of Tatmadaw officers and civilian bureaucrats, many of whom worked under the
Thein Sein government (2011-20186), restoring comms, opening the road o Nay Pyi Taw,
reopening the airport and allowing relief and cargo flight to resume, and quickly retreating to the
‘normal” COVID-era 12-4 curfew.

¢ The Tatmadaw's naming of a Pro Tem President, subsequent convening of the National Defense
and Security Council (NDSC), declaration of a State of Emergency, and transfer of power to the
Commander in Chief, have been followed by further announcements (new Supreme Court
Justices, new Cabinet, disbanded and reconstituted UEC, establishment of a State Administrative

«  Other efforts at establishing legitimacy and efforts to demonstrate movement in areas where the
civilian government failedm include a nation-wide
ceasefire (excluding State defense and administrative measures) but including for the first time
Rakhine and the western commend, restoring full internet access in Rakhine, commitments to

COVID vaccination and mitigation, and continued progress on the peace process.

Efforts to delegitimize the elected NLD government also continue.
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e  QOver the course of the past 24 hours, the UEC has been reconstituted, with all new
commissioners who are Tatmadaw-aligned. Former UEC hair (2010) Thein Soe has been
reinstalled as UEC chair. Thein Soe oversaw the UEC in the 2010 elections, which saw an NLD
boycott and a USDP majority of 80%.

» A State Administrative Council has been established
(Sr Gen Min Aung Hiaing and Vice Sr Gen Soe Win):

Sen Gen Min Aung Hlaing — Chair

Vice Sen Gen Soe Win — Vice Chair

Gen Mya Tun Oo — Member

Gen Tin Aung San — Member

Gen Maung Maung Kyaw — Member

Lt. Gen Moe Myint Tun — Member

Phado Man Nyeint Maung — Member

U Thein Nyunt - Member

U Khin Maung Swe — Member

Lt.Gen Aung Lin Dwe — Secretary

Li. Gen Ye Win Oo — Joint Secretary

O 0 000000000

¢ The State Administrative Council is a new body, based on section 419 of the 2008 constitution
where “the Commander-in-Chief of the Defense Services to whom the sovereign power has been
transferred shall have the right fo exercise the powers of legislature, executive and judiciary. The
Commander-in-Chief of the Defense Services may exercise the legislative power either by
himself or by a body including him. The executive power and the judicial power may be
transferred to and exercised by an appropriate body that has been formed or a suitable person.”

o There are reports Fthat the State Counsellor and the President has been charged in
court today, although reporting on the nature of the charges vary.

e A civil (service) disocbedience movement has been launched Feb 3 with work stoppages
beginning today, primarily at government hospitals and clinics across the country. Last night's
lron Pot Protest had the streets of Yangon resounding with clanging pots at 20h00.

e  While pro-NLD protests have been limited o online movemenits, the civil (service) discbedience
movement, and pot clanging, the risk of civil unrest, pro-NLD and pro-Tatmadaw clashes, and a
Tatmadaw crackdown remains high and of significant concern.
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A0008551_2-00015



$.15(1) Ao teFRAGGREL . Toces s ormation

s.21(1)(b)

Peace Process: On Feb 2 a reconstituted Tatmadaw peace negotiating committee was formed

to lead on peace process efforts with NCA signatory and non-signatory EAOs. Li. Gen. Yar Pyae,
current head of the MG will confinue to head 11 1

Feel on the ground: Although Yangon has been quiet for the past two days, it appears that the
initial shock and devastation is giving way 1o simmering anger, with the explosion yesterday

of several online protest and disobedience movements. Myanmar people showed up o vole in
high numbers. Voter turnout was extremely high despite COVID and likely in response fo pre-
election threats by the Tatmadaw that backfired dramatically. Eligible voters voted
overwhelmingly for the NLD, for the Lady herself who continues to be revered, and for democracy
as their chosen means to advance political change in the couniry. This reversal in Myanmar's
democratic trajectory is a devastating blow for many in Myanmar. The wounds of past uprisings
and regime changes are not far below the surface. Many members of the pro-democracy
movement were political prisoners, sometimes for decades. Others were killed and their families
still bear the scars and fears of a military takeover.

Although pro-NLD protest have been largely confined to the safety of balconies and online
platforms, the risk that they could spill out into the streets is very present, as is a corresponding
military crackdown.
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What's next:

»  Continued efforts to dismantle the NLD with ongoing detention of senior NLD leaders. The State
Counsellor's arrest is likely part of this equation. With the State Counsellor out of the wa

o Potential restrictions on freedom of expression further targeting of journalists and media.
Immediate flashpoint: foday's removal of the Tatmadaw-controlled MWD facebook page by FB,
critical media coverage, ongoing utilization to mobilize protesters or dissent.

e« Potential increased movement restrictions or further comms lockdowns. Given the efforts {o
dermonstrate normalcy and the lifting of internet restrictions today in Rakhine as “a show of good
faith”, this is unlikely in the immediate term, but possible and likely if protestors take {0 the streets.

« Increased calls and pressure for international assistance, support and action, including aid
conditionality, paired with calls to avoid blanket or broad sanctions that will disadvantage
vulnerable groups while pushing Myanmar towards China.
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+  Elections: The Tatmadaw claims it wants to work towards fresh elections and an eventual
handing over of power o the winner. The Tatmadaw has commitied {o an election within one
year, after reconstituting the UEC and an inquiry into allegations of voter fraud, a recount and
review of the voter lists.

o Minority rights and Rohingya: the Tatmadaw have been filling Cabinet posts and other key
positions with Bamar nationalist, some with ties to MaBaTha. Today saw the release of prison of
extremist Buddhist Monk and MaBaTha founder Wirathu and some contemporaries. Expectation
is that anti-minority, anti-Rohingya and anti-western rhetoric and positioning may increase. This
also does not bode well for minority rights or near to mid-term resolution of the Rohingya crisis or
retums.

¢ Peace talks: Given the formation of the peace talks committee (first established in November),
the work done to calm the conflict with the AA in Rakhine State, and the nation-wide ceasefire,
there may well be more progress in the overall peace process in the days to come, including with

key non-signatories, like the Northern Alliance.
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Reftel: GSRPBNKK6777; YNGON-540; 538; 536; 535; 534; 533; 531; 530; 529; 458

Context: What is happening today?
Facebook and other social media platforms blocked across the country:

e Military regime cut Facebook today, as well as FB-owned social media platforms WhatsApp,
messenger and Instagram.

Connectivity on some platforms was variable, as
was access across ditferent telcom providers with some intermitient access at times on some
platform.

e YNGON understands that the motivation behind this was the rapid acceleration over the past 48
hours of use of the platform{s) by Myanmar users to mobilize and plan protests.

Detentions:

20
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e NLD leaders, poll workers, civil society leaders and pro-democracy leaders continue to be
detained. As reported yesterday, the State Counsellor and the President were formally charged
under the import Export Law (up to 3vrs) and the National Disaster Law {up 1o 3vrs)
respectively.

Saffron Revolution monk jailed:

e Yesterday’'s release of hardiine nationalist monk and MaBaTha founder, U Wirathu, was
followed today with the sentencing of Sayadaw U Thawbita, who played a prominent role in the
Saffron Revolution in 2007. U Thawbita was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for
defamation over a post on social media in 2018 that lampooned Senior General Min Aung
Hiaing.

Protests:

e At the time of writing, the first pro-NLD protests were taking places in a number of locations in
Yangon. Protestors are seeking to keep a close hold on the venues for the flash protests, to
avoid clashes and heavy security presence. That being said, one expected venue is
Mahabandoolah park and Sule Pagoda, both in the immediate vicinity of the Chancery. A
heavier than normal police presence was observed in those locations this afternoon.

e  The civil disobedience campaign continues to gain momentum and has expanded beyond the
medical profession 1o include university professors and teaching staff as well as other civil
servants.

e In addition to the two NLD statements issued yesterday, seeking to reassert the authority of the
duly elected NLD officials, pro-democracy Generation 88 leaders also released a video
statement. The statement urged the people to resist, to support the civil servants joining the
civil disobedience campaign and to continue the peaceful movements such as the ‘Iron bucket
campaign’. At least two of the movement’s leaders and former political prisoners are reportedly
on the run.

e The pot clanging protest is also gaining momentum and can be heard throughout Yangon every
evening at 8:00.

e NLD attempting to reassert themselves: Local media reported today that the NLD MPs convened
a “parliament” of about 70 NLD MPs from the residential guest house in Nay Pyi Taw. The
session was convened by Daw Phyu Thin, a well-known NLD figure and Lower House MP of
Mingala Taung Nyunt Township {Yangon Region). During the meeting, she pledged to carry out
the responsibility given by the people. Future sessions are scheduled; they will be held
remotely.

New members of the SAC

e  The Tatmadaw announced five new civilian members to the newly formed State Administrative
Council, bringing the total membership, including the CinC, to 16, of which 8 are civilians. Of
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note is the inclusion of Arakan National Party ({ANP) leader and spokesperson Aye Nu Sein. Aye
Nu Sein (YNGON met in 2019) was previously highly and vocally critical of the Tatmadaw, and
her role on the council is being called a betrayal by Arakanese and is stirring anger in Rakhine.
Sai Lone Hseng, a USDP member who was speaker for the Shan State parliament, was also
added to the council. The other three additions are less well-known: Jeng Phang Naw Tawng,
Mong Hay, and Saw Daniel.
#  Sen Gen Min Aung Hlaing — Chalr
= Vige Sen Gen Soe Win - Vice Chaly
= (zen Mys Tun Uo - Member
#  Gen Tin Aung San — Membaer
#  (zen Maung Maung Kvaw ~ Mamber
B Lt Gen Mos Myint Tun ~ Member
= Li.Gen Aung Lin Dwe - Segretary
#  LE Gen Ye Win Oo -~ Joint Secretary
®  Phado Man Nyein Maung — Member {Kayin) is a former member of the Karen
National Union (KNU), one of the biggest ethnic armed groups in Myanmar. He
left the KNU in 2020 to run for an election but subsequently lost the NLD
candidate. The Karen National Union issued an announcement dissociating itself
from former central executive committee member Padoh Mahn Nyein Maung,
who was among the first batch of appointees to the SAC. The statement said
Mahn Nyein Maung resigned from the organization last year, and his resignation
had been accepted. “Any matters concerning Padoh Mahn Nyein Maung's
personal actions are not related to the KNU,” the statement said.
s U Thein Nyunt — Member is the chairperson of New National Democracy Party
and Khin Maung Swe is the chairperson of the National Democratic Force. Both
Thein Nyunt and Khin Maung Swe are former allies of Aung San Suu Kyi and her
party, but split from the NLD when it refused to run in the 2010 general
elections. Thein Nyunt then split from Khin Maung Swe’s NDF shortly after the
2010 election. Despite their roots in the NLD, both the NNDP and NDF have
become increasingly nationalist and aligned with the military in recent years.
They are among the 33 parties which met with Min Aung Hlaing before the
elections, accused the NLD of electoral fraud and supported the coup, although
their parties did not win a single seat in the 2020 Elections. They also lobbied for
the enactment of Race and Religion Law when they were MPs in the parliament
from 2011 to 2015.
® U Khin Maung Swe - Member
= Daw Aye Nu Sein — Member (Rakhine) is a spokesperson and CEC member of
the Arakan National Party {see above).
®  Jeng Phang Naw Taung — Member {Kachin)
® U Maung Har — Member {Chin) was a manager from Myanmar Economic Bank.
He is the son of anti-colonial Chin activist. He is not a member of any political
party.
U Sai Lone Sine — Member (Shan)
®  Sai Lone Hseng is a USDP member who was speaker for the Shan State
parliament from 2011 to 2015.
w  Saw Daniel — Vice Chair {Kayah)
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MYANMAR COUP -DAY FIVE — What's happening today?
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Detentions: As anticipated, there were further pro-NLD protests today. The protesters appear to be

applying tactics similar to those used in Hong Kong and Thailand: flash unannounced protests, with
quick dispersal. The protests were peaceful, but some were large, including hundreds of student
protesters at Dagon University. This tactic and the level of spontaneity reduces the chance that there
will be a heavy advance police presence at specific areas, and could reduce the chance of violence.
Indications are that these tactics will continue. However, if this trend continues the protests may not be
“official” or registered, and could be considered unlawful by the security forces. It also makes it likely
that these protests continue to increase in frequency and size, and could take place at random or at
unanticipated areas. It is also possible that there could be an overall increased security presence. There
are indications that police may have been authorized to use varying forms of crowd control measures
and force in response to protests, including deploying or mobilizing riot police, immediate arrests of
unauthorized protesters, using tear gas, utilizing rubber bullets or Tasers and other methods. Risk of
civil unrest remains high and of significant concern.

Detentions: Detentions continue and are moving to senior bureaucratic officials, including a number of
Director Generals and Deputy Ministers from key economic ministries

was among those detamned today.

ANP throws support behind the Tatmadaw: The Arakan National Party issued a surprisingly pro-
Tatmadaw statement this morning. The statement did not denounce the coup but rather mentioned
that the ANP will cooperate with the Tatmadaw. The ANP statement claims that the NLD did not meet
them when they had meetings with other ethnic political parties and refused the request from the AA
and the Tatmadaw to hold elections in parts of Rakhine where voting was cancelled. The statement
pointed to both the NLD and the Tatmadaw as responsible for heightened political tensions, resulting in
the coup and State of Emergency. The statement welcomed the CiC’'s announcement that the Tatmadaw
will hold the multiparty democratic elections and will transfer power to the people. The ANP committed
to cooperation with the Tatmadaw government in return for the release U San Kyaw Hla (Rakhine State
Hluttaw Speaker), removal of terrorist status of the AA, and release from prison of former ANP leader
Dr. Aye Maung, Wai Hin Aung and other political prisoners, and assistance for resettlement and
rehabilitation Rakhine IDPs and other Rakhine national interests. Many Rakhine people are reportedly
outraged by the statement as they feel like it is the betrayal to the Rakhine people who suffered from
oppressive military operations in Rakhine State. During the interview with a local media, U Oo Hia Saw, a
prominent Rakhine MP from the ANP, also said that they welcome Daw Aye Nu Sein (a ANP political
leader) becoming the member of State Administration Committee. Given that the ANP is largely
nationalist and have in the past exhibited intolerance towards the Rohingya, the alignment between the
ANP and the Tatmadaw is a worrying trend for further erosion of human rights and persecution of
Rohingya community in Rakhine State.

Protests: Pro-NLD flash protests continued today, with large groups of students marching in Yangon,
including Dagon University. There are indications that police services in some urban areas have been
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given instructions allowing the use of force against protestors to but disrupt protests and arrests

protesters including rubber bullets, Taser.

Kirin Holdings cuts ties with MEHL: Kirin beer company announced today it was terminating its joint
venture with the Military-owned conglomerate Myanmar Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL). The move,
in response to the coup, is the first major international company to cut ties or withdraw from Myanmar
since the launch of the coup on Feb 1.

YNGON-GR. |
Input: YNGON-GR/-

Approved: HOM
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8 Februar
WATCH OFFICE — Please consider this YNGON’s final check in for Feb 8

Summary: Toward the end of last week, the military’s efforts focussed around an outward facing
presentation of business as usual posture, manifested by last week’'s MOFA meeting, rapid fire naming
of appointments of senior officials, the Tatmadaw’s reach-out to business communities and Chambers,
and heads of domestic banks. This facade of normality, self-legitimization (REFTEL YNGON-546) and
business as usual was shattered by the Tatmadaw’s full shutdown of all comms except landlines on
Saturday, and the commencement of large-scale street protests (see below), beginning on

Saturday.

Detentions of senior officials, pro-democracy
leaders and HRDs continue, and now include high profile expat advisors and INGO reps. Continued
massive civil unrest in the coming days is likely. There is a heightened risk of a military crack-down, use
of force to dispel protestors, or clashes between pro-NLD and pro-USDP supporters.

Overview:

e A full communication shutdown was triggered on Saturday. Telcom providers were ordered to
shutdown mid morning Saturday rendering workaround such as VPNs useless. The comms
shutdown was an effort to halt growing civil disobedience and protest movements
online. Mobilizers have shifted to other means, and efforts to dampen protest movements
through comms shutdowns and misinformation campaigns have backfired dramatically.

e Streetf protests began in earnest on Saturday Feb 6, with large-scale pro-NLD street protests in
the tens of thousands on Feb 7.

e A nation-wide “general sirike” was called for today Feb 8. The last general strike took place in
1988.

e General strike demands are:

o Torelease all those detained

o Abolish military dictatorship

o Establish a federal democratic union
o Abolish the 2008 constitution

e  Various organizations, professional organizations, and civil servanis have joined the general
strike, including the normally Tatmadaw-aligned Forest Service, and some MOFA civil
servants. Student groups and labour unions are out in large numbers as well.

e WMassive protests took place on Feb 08 in Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw. These are the
largest protests in the country since 2007, and number in tens of thousands. Continued daily
mass-protests are expected.

¢ InYangon, protests commenced at 8:00 am, in multiple locations, including Sule Pagoda (near
the Chancery) and Hledan,

e Waves of protesters in the thousands marched towards Sule Pagoda over the course of the day
on the road directly in from the Shangri-La (SQ residences).
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Protests at Sule and Hledan are in the many tens of thousands.

For the most parts, protests are peaceful, although there is a heavy police presence, including
water cannons at the Sule location.

Military crackdown has precedent in Myanmar and remains of significant concern.

Of note and concern: local TV station MRTV has released a copy of an apparent order that
police are authorized 1o use live rounds if protesters cross police barriers around “strategic
venues” tomorrow. This report may be part of an active misinformation campaign to dampen

protest movements.m :
Also reports that curfew has been re-imposed from 8pm - 4pm from this evening. Thisin

contrast to recent announcements that even the pre coup COVID curfew would be lifted.

[ section 144 of Myanmar’s criminal procedure code will be applied as of tonight,
prohibiting of more than 5 persons together in public. Implications for tomorrow’s protestors
have many observers very concerned.

ilitary mobilization of approximately 300 troops at

staging points on the outskirts of Yangon.
_water cannons have been deployed against protesters in
NayPyiTaw.

Many stores, banks and services are closed in Yangon as a result of the general strike and
protests.

Protests are expected to continue.
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Consular:

s An upate TAA avising ! mass protests and comms disruptions was issued on Feb 7.

s  An updated ROCA was updated on Feb 8.

Statements:

YNGON issued a statement on Feb 8 focused on the right to assembly and expression, and
calling for the military to refrain from all forms of violence against peaceful protesters. Two

hours after posting, it had garnered more than 3K likes and 279 comments- majority of which
were

positive: hitps:
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US Embassy has issued a similar statement,
https://www.facebook.com/usembassy.rangoon/photos/a.127051360710025/36787987288685
86/
The Pope also issued a statement last night calling for restraint
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-02/pope-angelus-appeal-myanmar.html

Coordination/Engagement:

L 1

In US President Biden’s recent speech on his Administration’s foreign policy direction, the
President focussed extensively on Myanmar and highlighted repeatedly ongoing coordination
with international partners on next steps. hitps://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/04/remarks-by-president-biden-on-americas-place-in-the-
world/

The Tatmadaw’s early efforts to establish credibility through claims of election fraud (REFTEL
YNGON-546) and early meetings with banks, business councils, and diplomats is being countered
by NLD assertions of their continued legitimacy as the elected government with a clear mandate
from the people and MOFA note on the
Friday diplomatic briefing).

YNGON-GR;

Consulted: YNGON-DA/ YNGON-D/ YNGON-GR/ YNGON-

DA/

Approved: HOM

YNGON-546: Myanmar’s Nov 2020 elections were credible — despite | Tatmadaw
claims to the contrary

REFTEL: YNGON-437, 453, 458, 459, 460, 461, 465, 468, 531, 544
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SUMMARY: The Myanmar military (Tatmadaw)’s seizure of power on 01 Feb is the latest and most
troubling development in a concerted and long-term effort to undermine the legitimacy of Myanmar’s
Nov 8, 2020 general election results. Investigating alleged electoral fraud is a priority for this new junta,
and one should anticipate continued attention and announcements describing their upcoming
“investigations”

It therefore bears repeating that
while Myanmar’s pre-election environment was tense,

Election

Day in Myanmar was a success, deemed credible by domestic and international election observers, like-
minded Embassies, their Foreign Ministries and Canada (see statements here and here). While domestic
and international observers condemn the Myanmar military’s seizure of power,

REPORT:

1. On 15 November 2020, the Union Election Commission of Myanmar (UEC) officially confirmed
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi (ASSK)’s National League for Democracy (NLD) party as the
winner of the 8 November general elections. The NLD secured 396 (83%) out of 476 contested
seats in the bicameral legislature, surpassing the 322 needed to form a majority, and six more
than the 390 seats they won in 2015 (79%). The Tatmadaw proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP) won 33 seats (eight seats less than their 41 seats won in 2015).

Even amid surging cases of COVID-19 at the time, voters turned out in record numbers (72
percent of eligible voters; nearly 27 of 37 million people) in what amounted to a greater than
expected landslide victory for the NLD. Analysts speculate that Tatmadaw and USDP behaviour
in the week prior to the election (see Paragraph 6 below and REFTEL YNGON-458) backfired,
bringing out more voters than anticipated to secure and entrench Myanmar’s still nascent and
fragile democracy.

2. The above election outcome has been deemed credible, unanimously, by accredited domestic
and international election observers including the People’s Alliance for Credible Elections
(PACE), Myanmar Network Organization for Free and Fair Elections (MYNFREL), The Carter
Center, and Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL).

While noting the
constitutional constraints, security issues, and disenfranchisement of Rohingya (as in the
previous election), they agree that Myanmar’s Election Day was peaceful, without significant
incidents or major irregularities reported. Polling stations were generally well-prepared with
COVID-19 precautions, and observers reported no major discrepancies in displaying the marks
on the ballots, decision of invalid votes, and securing ballot papers and forms. In polling stations
where counting was observed, the process was conducted according to procedures and in the
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presence of party agents. Tabulation proceeded smoothly in tabulation centers observed by
various missions.

In response to escalating tensions between the Tatmadaw and civilian government last month
(January 2021), and repeated, inaccurate assertions by the Tatmadaw of electoral fraud in
before the coup reiterating their findings that the results of Myanmar’s November 2020 general
election were credible. This assessment is based on their observation of voter list displays,
campaign activities, advance voting during the pre-election period, voting processes on Election
Day, and vote tabulation. While the group acknowledges very real shortcomings in Myanmar’s
electoral and constitutional framework, issues of disenfranchisement and some inconsistencies
in election administration (see Paragraph 4), these observers reiterate that the election
outcome reflects the will of the majority of Myanmar voters.

Following the election, a number of like-minded Embassies (including the United States,
Netherlands, Sweden, France, Switzerland, Norway, Denmark, Finland, EU, Australia, India,
Thailand) and their capitals (from Japan, United Kingdom, European Union, United States,
Sweden) released statements to commend the Myanmar people for a successful election, noting
the importance of transition to civilian governance and committing to ongoing engagement with
Myanmar. When final results were announced the following week, the United States, United
Kingdom, European Union and Japan congratulated the NLD and ASSK. YNGON issued a
statemeni on November 9 congratulating the people of Myanmar for exercising their hard-won
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right to vote, followed by a statement on November 11 that recognized the elections in
Myanmar as an important step in Myanmar’s ongoing democratic transition.

Well before Myanmar’s voters went to the polls in November, the Tatmadaw began flexing its
political muscles, criticizing the government and UEC and raising doubts over whether the
election - as arranged by NLD-appointed Commissioners at the UEC — would be free and fair. Six
days prior to the election, a Tatmadaw statement noted that “weakness and deficiencies which
were never seen in the previous elections are appearing now,” warning that the government
had to take responsibility for any mistakes committed by the UEC.

military-dratted) 2008 Constitution, which recognizes the
Tatmadaw as the country’s national guardian |

After Election Day, the USDP made numerous statements alleging election fraud, mainly related
to inaccuracies in voter lists (recall the USDP won only 33 seats in the Nov 2020 election, eight
seats less than their 41 seats in 2015). In less then one month, and starting with townships
where the USDP suffered heavy defeats, the Tatmadaw made a series of announcements to
release its findings of “irregularities” in voter lists, eventually claiming to have found 10.4 million
irregularities that could lead to potential voter fraud (including, allegedly, duplicate names from
lists in different townships, or names of underage or dead individuals). There has been no
evidence made publicly available to substantiate these allegations. Throughout the process,
Commander-in-Chief and army general Min Aung Hlaing claimed the military had embarked on
the task to ensure that the country’s democracy would not be harmed, saying “If the election
can be proved free, fair and transparent, it will reflect the true wishes of the people and the
Tatmadaw and certain political parties [read: USDP] will accept the results..

| the UEC does not maintain its own master list of eligible voters, but
rather works with the Ministry of Union Government Office, the General Administration
Department and the Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population to prepare lists. They also
rely on voters to help verify the lists, with policies that require township sub-commissions to
display lists twice prior to the election (which is difficult to monitor and enforce in such a
decentralized system). On Election Day 2020, accredited observers noted that at some polling
stations, the voter list was not displayed as required. One observer group found that in one third
of polling stations, 1-10 people were turned away because their names were not on the list, and
at a few polling stations, 1-10 people were allowed to vote even though their names were not
on the list.

By virtue of how they are prepared, there were inaccuracies in voter lists for Myanmar’s
referendum on the 2008 Constitution, and in the 2010 and 2015 |

elections; however, list irregularities do not indicate fraud. Myanmar voters presented proof of
identification, or at the very least, proof of age, prior to voting. They also dip their fingers in
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indelible ink which, coupled with COVID-19 travel restrictions, would have made it exceptionally e
difficult for anyone to vote twice. In accordance with electoral process, results were announced
after each ballot was counted in the presence of election sub-commission members, polling
station officers and members, candidates and election representatives, polling station
representatives of the candidates and their assistants, election observers, news media and
members of civil service societies.

11. To their credit, the USDP did avail themselves of available channels to lodge their concerns. The
UEC received a total of 287 petitions against election results, of which the overwhelming
majority (92%) were submitted against successful NLD candidates, mostly by the USDP. In
January 2021 the UEC formed four electoral tribunals to investigate the complaints. (Three writ
petitions were also submitted to the Supreme Court, alleging fraud in the election and the call
for the establishment of a special commission to investigate alleged election fraud.) These
proceedings may have brought some genuine irregularities to light, and may have also bolstered
the case for necessary reforms within the UEC. The UEC had invited petitioners and respondents
to preliminary hearings in Nay Pyi Daw last week (starting 01 Feb), and preliminary hearings at
the Supreme Court had also been scheduled. Needless to say, the Tatmadaw pursued other
channels to voice their concerns, including the request to convene a special session of
Parliament to address the issue, and also convening the National Defense and Security Council,
both of which ASSK refused. After seizing power on 01 Feb the Tatmadaw issued a statement
declaring that the UEC failed to settle the matter of “tremendous discrepancies” which were
found in the voter lists, and committing to “the verification of voter lists in accordance with the

”

law”.

DRAFTED: YNGON-GR,

APPROVED: YNGON-GR,
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10 February
WATCH OFFICE — Please consider this YNGON’s final check in for Feb 10

Summary: Domestic focus remains the continuing massive sireet protests and unrest throughout the
country, primarily in Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay. There are indications of growing counter
protests of pro-USDP and Tatmadaw supporters, and of supporters being rallied, paid and moved to
protests areas, sometimes in military vehicles. While the first week post-coup saw the Tatmadaw
seeking to present a business-as-usual case, and lay out {repeatedly) spurious claims of legitimacy, they
currently appear to be shifting rapidly toward containment efforts, utilizing a variety of methods to quell
the nation-wide protests that remain under way. These include: deploying military units, mobilizing pro-
Tatmadaw supporters, threats of further comms shutdowns, ongoing curfews and restrictions on
gathering size, reports of use of force against protesters in Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay, and efforis to
increase online surveillance. A draft Cyber Security Law is before the State Administrative Council. The
law seeks 1o “protect any threats to the national sovereignty and tranquility...and protect electronic
communication in and outside of Myanmar... to protect any electronic and personal
information. Domestic media reported on the arrival today of flights from China including Chinese
technicians to assists the Tatmadaw on online containment, surveillance and restrictions

Myanmar National League for Democracy {NLDY's national headquarters was raided by
Tatmadaw Feb 9. Detentions of senior officials, pro-democracy leaders and HRDs continue, and now
include high profile expat advisors and INGO reps. In some cases, whereabouts of detained individuals
remain unknown. According to Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) at least 190
lawmakers and activists have been arrested in Myanmar since February 1. Continued massive civil
unrest in the coming days is likely. There is a heightened risk of a military crack-down, use of force to
dispel protestors, or clashes between pro-NLD and pro-USDP supporters.

s.17
s.19(1)

s.21(1)(b)
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Protests/ civil disobedience:

Massive protests continued today throughout the country, particularly in Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw
and Mandalay.

Protests in Yangon continue to be tense, with military deployed in the city. Tensions have yet to
escalate to violence in Yangon.

There is an increased presence of military personnel across the city, but no incidents of violence
in Yangon as there has been in Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw.

Also increased activity on the part of pro-military/pro-USDP instigators, some in military
vehicles. Reports abound that these protesters are being paid to agitate.

There are growing concerns that Bamar extremists, such as MaBaTha, will be mobilized in
support of the Tatmadaw.

Protesters are not part of a monolithic, unified, homogeneous, organized group. The movement
that is sweeping the country appears organic. Many protesters are young, some from student
groups, others from labour unions or professional organizations engaged in the civil
disobedience strike campaign. Others are former generation 88 protesters, pro democracy
activists, NLD members, or Aung San Suu Kyi supporters. Others are protesting without any
formal affiliation, and doing so in very large numbers,

Large group of protesters outside of the continued yesterday
and today. Similar protests
Protesters also reported outside but in smaller numbers. Protesters are

seeking support and are not antagonistic.
A small group of protesters

They appear to be spillover from the larger
group of protesters at Sule Pagoda. They are peaceful and do not appear to be cognizant of the
Chancery location within the business towers. The front doors to the business tower is locked
and security has been increased.

In Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay security forces have deployed water cannons and rubber bullets
{as well as some live rounds) against protesters. 7 injured, two seriously, one of whom
subsequently succumbed to her injuries, which resulted from a live-fire round to the head.

In Mandalay water cannons and tear gas were used against protesters again over the past two
days.

Yangon airport is open to relief flights but with a flight reduction due to civil disobedience on
the part of airfield workers and air traffic controliers.
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e On February 9, Korean Air temporarily suspended its flights for one week until February 15 with s:21(1)(b)

a possible extension afterwards.

« New Zealand [0 S ennounced
decision to suspend contact with
Myanmar: https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/436071/new-zealand-suspends-military-
polical-contact-with-myanmar-after-military-coup-ardern.

e Today more than 5000 workers at two large mines, the Letpadaung Taung and Kyaysin Taung
copper mines, joined the civil disobedience movement today.

Comms:

¢  CBC Radio Interview with HOM took place late evening Feb 8. Transcript of the call has been
circulated by Media Monitoring.

Consul

e There areFand co-travellers registered with ROCA.
messages sent Monday and Tuesday. TAA updated Tuesday. ROCA on flight

availability to go out tomorrow.

Statements:

e  The Myanmar Office of the UN Resident Coordinator yesterday issued a statement condemning
the use of force against protesters: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1084212

Coordination/Engagement:

e The Tatmadaw’s early efforts to establish credibility through claims of election fraud (REFTEL
YNGON-546) and early meetings with banks, business councils, and diplomats are being
countered by NLD assertions of their continued legitimacy as the elected government with a
clear mandate from the people.
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e Asreported in earlier sitreps, on February 5, 2021, 298 Hluttaw Representatives convened an

emergency meeting and unanimously agreed to establish the Committee Representing the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw {CRPH) in order 1o ensure the work of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw would carry

on.

YNGON-GR- |
Consulted: YNGON-DA/JIIII YNGON-DJI i YNGON-G R-YNGON—DA-

Approved: HOM
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11 February

YNGON-548: Myanmar coup d'état: Constitutional considerations

SUMMARY: On 01 Feb, the (purportedly) Acting President of Myanmar, Vice-President Myint Swe,
issued an Order under Articles 417 and 418(a) of the Constitution (see excepts below signature),
declaring a state of emergency and transferring legislative, judicial and executive powers to the
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services (CIC) Min Aung Hlaing. This declaration and associated transfer
of power, very shortly after the Myanmar military (Tatmadaw) arrested President Win Myint, State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, and other high-ranking government officials, was the ostensibly legal
mechanism for a de facto coup d’état. The CIC and Tatmadaw, then and now, argue that their seizure of
power is in accordance with Myanmar’s 2008 Constitution;

REPORT:

1.

2.

In the early hours of 01 Feb, shortly after the Tatmadaw arrested President Win Myint, State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi (ASSK), and other high-ranking officials from the ruling National
League for Democracy (NLD) Party, they installed Vice-President Myint Swe — an ex-military
officer in the Myanmar Army, with the rank of Lieutenant General — as Acting President of
Myanmar. (Note: Canada has had sanctions in place against Vice-President Myint Swe under its
Special Economic Measures (Burma) Regulations since 2012.) The Acting President swiftly
convened a meeting of Myanmar’s National Defence and Security Council (NDSC), where the
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services, Min Aung Hlaing, delivered an evidently compelling
presentation on Myanmar’s (allegedly) fraudulent Nov 2020 election, and the NLD government’s
obstinate refusal to address it. After hearing this report, the Acting President issued Order
Number 1/2021 under Articles 417 and 418(a) of the Constitution, declaring a state of
emergency and transferring legislative, judicial and executive powers to the CIC. The Order
provides that the emergency declaration is to remain in force for one year.

Background: The 01 Feb NDSC meeting was the first to be convened in over five years. As
established in the 2008 (military-drafted) Constitution, the NDSC was designed to function as
the highest authority for security and defense issues in Myanmar, led by the President but
including the Commander-in-Chief (CIC). Of its 11 members, the CIC appoints 5 (Deputy CIC, one
Vice President, and Ministers for Defence, Home Affairs and Border Affairs), and the remaining 5
members are civilians (President, one Vice President, Speakers of the Upper and Lower House,
and Minister for Foreign Affairs). While the Constitution does not require or empower the NDSC
to make decisions by voting, the military enjoys disproportionate influence in this forum (6 seats
to 5). Through the entirety of State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi (ASSKY's first tenure (2015-
2020), ASSK refused, resolutely, to convene the 11-member NDSC, for fear that the 6/5 military
majority might use the forum, as they did on 01 Feb, to wrestle power from the civilian
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government. The Tatmadaw was frustrated by ASSK’s refusal to convene an NDSC meeting, in
part to address their claims of electoral fraud, prior to the 2021 Parliamentary Session.

3. Background: The President of Myanmar is elected by Members of Parliament (MPs), including
military-appointed MPs, from three candidates nominated by MPs from Myanmar’s 1) lower
house, 2) upper house and 3) appointed military representatives to both houses. Each MP then
casts a single vote for his or her preferred presidential candidate; the candidate with the most
votes becomes President, and the other two candidates become Vice-Presidents. Shortly after
Myanmar’s 2015 general election, Htin Kyaw (lower house candidate) captured 360 of 652 votes
and became president (he was later replaced by Win Myint). In second place was Myint Swe,
nominated by the military, who received 213 votes.

Myanmar’s Constitution (Article 73(a)) describes a process whereby
one of Myanmar’s two Vice-Presidents, who won the second highest number of votes in the
Presidential election (in this case, Myint Swe), shall serve as Acting President if the office of the
President falls vacant due to their resignation, death, permanent disability or any other cause
[emphasis added]. The military claims that they arrested President Win Myint on 01 Feb, Vice-
President Myint Swe became the Acting President. ‘

6. Article 417 of Myanmar’s Constitution mandates that the President may declare a state of
emergency after co-ordinating with the National Defence and Security Council. Separately,
Article 201 mandates that the NDSC shall include five civilian office holders (the President, one
Vice President, Speakers of the two houses of parliament, and Minister of Foreign Affairs) in
addition to the CIC and 5 military appointees (See Paragraph 2). When “Acting President” Myint
Swe convened the NDSC on 01 Feb, no civilian representatives were included. The constitution
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does not specify necessary quorum for NDSC meetings, and it is therefore possible that this step
in the transfer of power did not reflect constitutional procedure. (Note: To date, the NDSC still
has only six known members, all military representatives: Commander-in-Chief Min Aung Hlaing;
Second Vice-President/Acting President Mying Swe; Deputy Commander-in-Chief Soe Win;
Minister for Defence Mya Tun Oo; and Minister for Home Affairs Soe Htut.)

Beyond the question of quorum at the NDSC meeting, it is also unlikely that an Acting President

has the authority to convene this group and declare a state of
emergency at all. The Articles invoked by purported Acting President Myint Swe to declare the
state of emergency — Articles 417 and 418 — describe possible actions by the President, with no
mention of possible intervention by an Acting President.

Article 417
indicates that if there arises or if there is sufficient reason for a state of emergency to arise that
may disintegrate the Union or disintegrate national solidarity or that may cause the loss of
sovereignty, due to acts or attempts to take over the sovereignty of the Union by insurgency,
violence and wrongful forcible means, the President may, after co-ordinating with the National
Defence and Security Council, promulgate an ordinance and declare a state of emergency. On 01
Feb, the Acting President’s reason for this declaration was that Myanmar’s November 8 2020
election, conducted under the authority of the Union Election Commission, was not free, fair
and transparent. The CIC, then and now, argues that the fraudulent election, together with the
(civilian) government’s failure to address or investigate it, constitutes “wrongful forcible means”
of taking power and causing “loss of sovereignty”. Per prior YNGON reporting (REFTEL YNGON-
546): While Myanmar’s pre-election environment was tense,

Election Day in Myanmar was a success, deemed credible by domestic
and international election observers, like-minded Embassies, their Foreign Ministries and
Canada.

While Article 20(f) of Myanmar’s
Constitution indicates The Defense Services (Tatmadaw) is “mainly responsible” for safeguarding
the Constitution,
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COMMENT:

DRAFTED: YNGON-GR,
CONSULTED: YNGON-GR,

APPROVED: YNGON—GR-
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12 February

Protests/civil disobedience

In Yangon, protestors were out in slightly smaller numbers Wednesday and Thursday. Numbers
have swelled considerably again today, Feb 12.

Yesterday evening in a statement issued by the Tatmadaw, the Commander in Chief, now styling
himself as the Chairman of the State Administrative Council, acknowledged the ongoing massive
protests for the first time and called on civil servants to return to work. He urged people to stop
mass gatherings to avoid spreading the coronavirus and blamed "unscrupulous persons" for
stoppages in a growing civil disobedience movement by medics, teachers, railway workers and
other government employees: "Those who are away from their duties are requested to return

to their duties immediately for the interests of the country and people without focusing on the
emotion”. The statement, which was followed by an announcement of the release of 23,000
prisoners (see below), has fuelled further fears of a possible crackdown.

Despite this and the ongoing restrictions, as anticipated, crowd size has swelled again today - a
national holiday (Chinese New Year and Union Day). Protesters are gathering in the thousands at
traditional destinations (Hledan and Sule), while also disbursing to other sites, including
embassies, UN offices, as well as government offices (to pressure personnel to join the civil
disobedience movement).

ere are also large groups of protesters moving about by foot and vehicle.
There are large numbers of protesters outside the
1000 people, approximately 1000 medical personnel
Other
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gatherings include approximately 1,000 in front of the Internal Revenue Department (Pansodan
St), banks and government offices.

There is a small group of protesters (50-70) seated under

| They are spillover from the Sule protests and

Protests in Yangon continue to be peaceful, but there is a noticeable security forces presence,
including military.

There is a mobilization of military vehicles across Yangon, with confirmed sightings of military
vehicles with mobile jamming devices positioned near protest areas.

Outside Yangon there continue to be reports of protests in towns across the country.

Police are arresting some protestors, erecting roadblocks and blocking bridges.

Civil Disobedience (CDM)

Civil disobedience movement (CDM) continues to grow across Myanmar, with air traffic
controllers, ~80 employees of the Central Bank of Myanmar’s Yangon Branch, Government
Newspaper Printing Office, Myanmar Highway Freight Transportation Association and University
of Yangon now participating, with implications on banking/financial, health and transportation
sectors.

On social media, some activists are calling on workers in the private sector to join the
movement, targeting banks, finance, telecommunications and transportation.

TMD is ratcheting up their response to the CDM: State Administration Council (SAC) released a
statement indicating individuals who intimidate or pressure the civil servants not to carry out
their duties will face legal consequences; also announced 10 phone numbers for the civil
servants to report any case of intimidation; some Ministries threatening up to 1 year in prison
for employees participating; statement from CIC pledging to take action against civil servants
joining the CDM, while also (in the same statement) suggesting civil servants’ salaries might be
increased.

Midnight raids continue, targeting at CDM leader doctors, UEC members, regime opponents and
critics, and even fortune teller who said that the military government will go down soon. In
many detentions are without warrants.

All ward/village tract administrators are released from their duties. Speculations that they will
be replaced by USDP supporters to monitor people.

USDP released a letter directing their party leaders to find USDP members who can replace CDM
staff.

Supply Chains:

There are growing concerns that supply chains will be affected by the ongoing civil

unrest. Access to markets, and food supplies in stores continues to be readily available. Some
banks, particularly smaller ones, are reporting liquidity issues and runs on smaller banks. Larger
banks, while closed today because of the national holiday, remain operational with liquidity.
Challenge for larger banks is staffing, with many staff participating in the CDM. ATMs appear to
be being replenished. That being said, gold prices have risen in Myanmar, with reports of
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increased gold purchases, particularly after the now debunked rumour that the 10,000 MMK
note would be demonetized.

US announcement of sanctions this morning

There are also concerns regarding availability of Kerosene/jet fuel after a key supplier
announced suspension of its operations in Myanmar on Feb 11. Domestic media is reporting
that Puma energy tanks in Thilawa have been seized by the military forces and puma staff in
Yangon international airport are forced to work |
https://twitter.com/mrattkthu/status/13601194723973775367s=21 . Also
rumours that a Chinese supplier of kerosene is now supplying any shortfall, & —

HOM spoke on-record to CBC: hitps://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podeast/cho-news-the-world-at-
six/1d25008375 7H#episodeGuid=wE-2e059029-eb93-4d42 -Becf-abecalfadl96

Statements

The United Nations in Myanmar expressed strong concern at reports of use of force by security

forces in response to demonstrations (hitps://mvanmar.un.org/en/111127-united-nations-

myanmar-exprasses-strong-concern-reports-use-force-security-forces-response)

UNICEF called for greater attention to protection of children’s rights in Myanmar during time of

crisis (hitps:/fwww unicelorg/mvanmar/press-releases/unicef-calls-greater-attention-
rotection-childrens-rights-myanmar)

The CSO Working Group on Myanmar National Human Rights Council (MNHRC) Reform called

for the MNHRC to denounce the Myanmar military coup and stand with the people of Myanmar.

hitps://www facebook.com/ReformMNHRC

Lawyers' Rights Watch Canada Statement on Myanmar (attached) urges the UN HRC to take

immediate and decisive action for increased monitoring of human rights violations and firm

measures towards prevention of further violations.

The INGO Forum in Myanmar issued a joint statement issued by INGOs on the unfolding crisis in

Myanmar, highlighting the potential immediate and longer-term impacts of the military seizure

of power on the safety, rights and wellbeing of people across Myanmar (see attached).

YNGON has posted the GAC statement welcoming US sanctions on the mission’s FB page. At the

time of writing, it had 1.3k likes and 89 comments —most positive, some asking for more

assistance, some cautionary as to the impact of sanctions.

Coordination/Engagement

On Wednesday, President Biden approved an executive order that will enable targeted
sanctions in Myanmar. His administration will define the scope of sanctions this week.
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Statement from US Secretary of State Blinken here:
hitps://twitter.com/USEmbassvBurma/status/1360089158707015680/photo/1
Canada has issued a

statement of support and YNGON has amplified on FB.
The UN Human Rights Council will hold a Special Session on Myanmar today in Geneva; Canada
submitted an intervention and also co-sponsored the UK Resolution, expected to pass.

Detentions, arrests, releases

TMD has announced the remitted the sentences of 23,369 prisoners, including 55 foreigners
today. As announcement said sentences for Myanmar prisoners were being remitted while the
country “is establishing a new democratic state with peace, development and discipline to turn
the prisoners into certain decent citizens, to please the public and to create the humanitarian
and compassionate grounds.” https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-sentences-
idUSKBNZACO33. Large crowds are reported in front of jails. Well-known Rakhine politician Dr
Aye Maung and author Mai Hun Aung are among the people released. Pardons and prisoner
releases are not uncommon in Myanmar, but normally take place during the spring festival of
Thingyan. This move is one of many seeking to placate the population amidst massive protest. It
also serves to empty prisons in anticipation of a surge in arrests and detentions.

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) now reporting 262 people detained in
relation to / in aftermath of the coup.
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Wave of arrests targeting Union Election Commission officials and township chairs, amongst s.21(1)(b)
others; other arrests since Wednesday include protestors and protest organizers; some
Parliamentarians and additional NLD officials; two former State Chief Ministers.

Other updates (of concern)

hitips://www. reuters.com/article/us-

mvanmar-politics-malavsin-ldUSKBNZARLITA,

Reports of military raiding NLD offices and ASSK charity (Daw Khin Kyi Foundation) overnight
Wednesday, possibly looking for more information (or evidence) with which to charge the State
Counsellor.

Reported cancellation of domestic flights (notification by tourist agencies)

Digital spaces

(Likely false) rumours of another mass internet shutdown for the second half of February
fuelling ongoing concerns about connectivity, access to information, freedom of expression and
media freedom.

Cyber Security Law (REFTEL YNGON-547): The Tatmadaw is expediting the passage of a new
draft Cyber Security Law, which, if passed, risks seriously undermining freedom of speech,
access to information and privacy in Myanmar. If enacted, it could pose a threat to activists and
critics of the regime. The draft was sent to all licensed telecommunication companies, asking for
submission of reviews not later than 15 Feb 2021. The new law is alarming in many ways and is
also accompanied by news that Chinese technicians specializing in setting up a firewall and
cyber-surveillance had arrived in the country very recently (this remains an unconfirmed). The
law enables greater military control of information, controls and limits the activities of telcom
providers, and criminalizes “violators” and actions such as misinformation or disinformation
with up to three years in prison and fines.
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o All telecommunication service providers (or internet service providers) must establish a s-21(1)(b)

storage facility (or data-center) at a location assigned by the Ministry of Transport and
Telecommunication. (This means that the ISPs must have a data-center at the location
specified by the ministry).

o All telecommunication service providers must promptly intercept, remove, destroy or
suspend any type of information upon request by the ministry.

o All telecommunication companies must withhold the data of the users for up to 3 years.

o Upon suspicion of breach of the Cyber Security Law, any user or the device that was
used can be investigated by the authority.

o The union governance council (the military coup government) can assign an individual or
a group of individuals with the authority to intercept the data of a suspected person or
organization. All telecommunication service providers must prepare for such an
interception beforehand.

o The ministry or any authorities designated by the ministry can monitor any online
service at its own discretion.

o The ministry can suspend any online service, comprehend any telecommunication
device, and banning any online service permanently at the discretion of the Union
Governance Council (the military coup government).

o Anindividual in violation of the Cyber Security Law can be imprisoned for a sentence of
up to 3 years or a fine not exceeding 10,000,000 Kyats (equivalent to around 7000 USD)
or both.

e Civil society groups are expressing serious concerns with the cyber-security bill, calling it
dystopian, and are urging a strong response from the diplomatic community:
https://www.facebook.com/FreeExpressionMyanmar/photos/pch.3663682897078606/3663682
273745335/

e See attached analysis from Center for Law and Democracy.

e Facebook announced new measures to significantly reduce the distribution of all content on
Facebook pages and profiles run by the Tamadaw, and has suspended the ability of Myanmar
government agencies (now under TMD control) to send content removal requests to FB
hitps:)//about fo.com/news/2021/02/an-update-on-myanmar

YNGON-GR
With input from: YNGON-GR YNGON-GR YGNON-CS/
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15 February

Military Mobilization:

Coinciding with the planned internet blackout (described above), media reported numerous
army convoys across the country, including in Yangon (photos of the convoys were circulating on
social media and confirmed by security services, LM reports and eyewitnesses).

There is a noticeable increase in military presence in Yangon, including tanks and armoured
vehicles around town and at protest locations- particularly the Central Bank.

Military armoured vehicles remain deployed at various buildings in Yangon, including
(reportedly) at the Yangon Parliamentary compound, Municipal office, Central Bank and Chinese
Embassy.

YNGON has heard reports of police action and arrests overnight consistent with previous
evenings, but no reports of violence by these newly deployed military/security forces.
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e There are credible reports that the 77th LID has been deployed in Yangon. The 77th LID was
deployed during the 2007 Saffron Revolution and was brutal in its response.

Protests/Civil Disobedience:

e large-scale protests took place across the country on Feb 13 and 14.

e Saturday (13 Feb) marked the birthday of General Aung San, one of the founders of independent
Myanmar and father of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Protesters’ mobilization was high across the
country. In Yangon, suggest there are 10,000 protesters in Sule Pagoda area, in
front of 250 police officers, and 5,000 in Hledan, with a minimal deployment of security forces.
Other gatherings (1,000-4,000 people) were reported

In Yangon, no violence was reported.

e On Monday, protests continue across the country today. Mobilization rates remain high, but
noticeably smaller today than the previous week. Specific numbers are challenging to quantify
or verify independently. Protesters continue to be highly mobile — moving from location to
location by foot and car.

e Protests continue to be peaceful in Yangon, with no major violence, clashes or forceful security
forces response reported at the time of writing. Reports of gunshots and violence against
protestors in Myitkyina (Kachin State, northern Myanmar) over the weekend and reports of
violence, including use of rubber bullets in Mandalay late afternoon of Feb 15.

e In Yangon, protests are concentrating at Hledan and Sule, but in smaller numbers. There are also
ongoing protests at the Central Bank, as well as at

e As with yesterday (Sunday) continues to be a major gathering point, with 3,000
people reported on Sunday.

e Inlate afternoon of Feb 15, police seized control the NLD Headquarter on Shwegondaing Road
(Bahan Township); they have blocked the traffic and are mounting guard. Live stream shows
that thousands of protesters gathering in front of the police barriers, and that tension is
mounting.

e Outside of Yangon, protests were reported over the weekend in Mandalay, Monywa, Lashio,
Loikaw; in Nay Pyi Taw, 10,000 people were reported at protest sites. In Mandalay Region,
media reported 10,000 protesters in Yamethin, and 200,000 in Myinchan-Pakokku area. In
Mandalay town, the protest was led by more than 100 monks. In Meiktila, protestors were
targeted by slingshots, but no major violence has been reported.

e Saturday evening saw an increase in midnight raids and detentions in wards and townships.
There were also reports and rumours that prisoners from among the 23,000 released earlier in
the week were paid and deployed across Yangon to wreak havoc. Details have gone viral on
social media, but alleged specific instances are challenging to corroborate. Communities have
established ward-level self-protection units and have detained several “hoodlums” or
“strangers” in their neighbourhoods. There are fears of vigilantism as anxiety levels
increase. Observers note that this pattern is consistent with the Tatmadaw’s 88 playbook when
violence was deliberately incited to give a pretext for further draconian measures and/or a
crackdown.

e Events which took place during the comms blackout on Sunday evening/early Monday morning
remain opaque, but it does not appear that there was a major crackdown or an increase in
detentions beyond what has been happening nightly for the past week.
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Civil Disobedience (CDM):

Civil disobedience movement (CDM) continues to grow across Myanmar, despite threats of
reprisals and loss of employment from the Commander in Chief.

More civil servants and private sector workers are joining the movement, including staff from
the banking sector, the Ministry of Social Welfare; Dagon University; 105 Mile Muse Economic
Zone (disrupting border trade with China); some police officers; and refueling stations supplying
the Yangon Bus System (causing potential disruption to bus services).

Like last week, increasing CDM momentum is prompting a harsher response from authorities:
reports of authorities making some arrests, suspending some officials from duty, and of more
widespread harassment; security forces recently summoned staff and teachers from Meiktila
Aerospace University to urge their return to work; police also surrounded the Electric Power
Corporation (EPC) compound in Myitkyina (Kachin State) urging their return to work.

CDM also being waged online: a social media campaign is calling on China National Petroleum
Corporation workers to join the movement; authorities on social media remind civil servants
that the CDM is illegal and can yield sanctions.

Midnight raids continue, targeting at CDM leaders, doctors, UEC members, regime opponents
and critics.

Detentions, Arrests, Releases:

Local media is reporting that detained State Counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi's expected court
appearance today has been postponed and she is remanded until 17 Feb pending another
hearing; her lawyer has not been able to meet with her. She is expected to appear via video link
at a yet to be confirmed Nay Pyi Taw court.

That evening, numerous police operations were conducted in Yangon to arrest protest
and CDM leaders. In some townships, such as Sanchaung and Hlaing, dozens of police vehicles
were mobilized. According to witnesses, footages and media reports, local residents beat pots
and pans to inform their neighbours; all arrests attempts were met with resistance; brawls were
reported between local communities and security forces. Eventually, it appears that few arrests
were conducted. Similar incidents were reported in Pakokku, Mawlamyine and Taunggyi. In
Mandalay, the authorities sought to arrest firefighters who joined the CDM.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) has confirmed 400 detentions in relation
to the coup since 01 February; 375 remain detained.

Draconian State Administrative Council (SAC) Measures:
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Efforts are focused on containment and disruption through intimidation, fear, misinformation
campaigns, punitive economic measures and increasingly draconian legal measures and
restrictions to stifle dissent and end the ongoing protests and civil disobedience campaign.
Collectively these measures target protesters and CDM leaders, facilitate increased surveillance,
and represents significant human rights erosions and privacy issues. YNGON reported on the
Cyber Security bill in YNGON-549. A summary of further measures are below.

Press Council Directives:

On Saturday, the Ministry of Information (MOI)’s directives to the country’s Press Council, a
media adjudication body which investigates and settles press disputes, went viral online. They
urge the media to report “ethically” and “avoid instigating public unrest.” The ministry stated
that some newspapers, weeklies and online media “wrongly” use “regime” for the junta’s
governing body, the State Administrative Council (SAC), “which was constitutionally formed by
the military.”

Amendment to the Law Protecting the Privacy and Security of Citizens:

On 13 February, the military regime’s State Administrative Council suspended several key
articles from the Privacy Law that had been enacted by the National League for Democracy
(NLD) administration to prevent citizens targeting each other with lawsuits and to protect
privacy and security. With these suspensions, the authorities are now allowed to enter into
private properties to search, seize evidence and arrest without a warrant and presence of ward
administrators. People can be detained for more than 24 hours without a court’s approval.
Private messages can be intercepted and the authorities can demand personal telephonic and
electronic communications data from telecoms providers. The authorities can now open, search,
seize or destroy private correspondence, which was previously prevented by the Privacy Law.
The military regime also suspended the requirement for a court to approve the seizure and
destruction of possessions and property.

Ward or Village Tract Administration Law:

The regime has also reinstated much-hated provisions from the 2012 Ward or Village Tract
Administration Law which requires citizens to report overnight guests to the authorities. The
legislation was amended by the NLD in September 2016 despite opposition from military-
appointed lawmakers who said it provided key data on people’s location. As the elected ward
and village tract administrators have all been released from duties, people are worried that the
military will replace these administrators with supporters of the USDP for stricter surveillance of
people in the neighbourhood.

Amendment to Penal Code:

Amendments to Penal Code came out on the night of 14 February. The amendment to section
121, which defines high treason, now explicitly outlaws using “unconstitutional means” to
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overthrow or assists, incites or conspires to overthrow the government. This move could be
targeted towards NLD lawmakers who have formed an alternative parliament and also
protestors who are urging for the military intervention from the Western countries.

The maximum punishment under section 124A has been amended to harsher punishments:
reference to transportation for life has been replaced by 20 years’ imprisonment, and a
reference to three years’ imprisonment increased to seven years. The text has also been
expanded to specifically prohibit contempt towards the Defence Services and its personnel. Two
new offences are added: sabotage or obstruction of the Defence Services or other law
enforcement authorities (s124C); and disruption to the Defence Services or government
employees (s124D). Those who breach the law shall be punished with imprisonment which may
extend to twenty years with fine or with imprisonment which may extend to seven years with
fine or with fine. These two additions are specifically to silence and punish the anti-coup
protestors and the people and organizations supporting Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM).

Section 505 has also been expanded. The original law outlawed "statements conducive to public
mischief", but the amendments are more specific. This includes anybody who causes "fear to a
group of citizens or the public”, "intends to spread false news" or intends to "agitate directly or
indirectly criminal offence against a government employee". It carries a prison sentence of up to
three years. Authorities can arrest people without warrant for these offences. The amendment
to Section 505 will have negative impacts on freedom of speech and can be used against

dissidents online and offline.

Supply Chains:

There are continued concerns that supply chains will be affected by the ongoing civil unrest.

At this time, stores are open with ongoing access to markets. Food supplies in stores continues
to be readily available.

Some banks, particularly smaller ones, are reporting liquidity issues and runs on smaller

banks. Larger banks have sufficient liquidity.

Most banking offices are closed today due to staffing issues stemming from the CDM. Staff
shortages are sufficient to be halting or pausing most financial transactions.

US announcement of sanctions resultec

There are reports of seizing assets at Myanma Economic Bank (MEB);

Comms:
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HOM spoke on-record to CBC: hittps://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podeast/cho-news-the-world-at-
six/id 25008375 74episodeGuid=w6-2e059029-eb93-4d42-8ect-abecaliad196

New media query has been referred to media relations.

TPs consulted with BNGKK-IM and previously developed comms procedures shared
internally with CBS.

Statements:

On the evening of Feb 14, YNGON issued a joint mission-level statement with 17 other missions
urging restraint on the part of Myanmar security forces; at the time of writing, the post has
more than 9.3K reactions, almost all positive; 1.6K comments and 1.9K shares: Feb 14 Joint
Statement by Diplomatic Missions in Myanmar (urging security forces to refrain from violence) .
On 13 Feb, the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) issued a notice to
Myanmar’s Foreign Missions and Diplomatic Corps (attached and on Facebook in Burmese
here).

On 14 Feb, the Spokesperson for the Secretary General issued a statement expressing the
Secretary General’s deep concern about the situation in Myanmar, including ongoing arrests;
the statement calls on the Myanmar military to ensure right of peaceful assembly and access to
information is respected

Also on 14 Feb, 177 Myanmar civil society organizations ¢alled on the UN Security Council for
urgent enhanced monitoring and intervention amid increasing violence by security forces

Coordination/Engagement:

YNGON continues to coordinate closely with LMs across all programs and levels.
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17 February

Military Mobilization:

e Coinciding with the planned internet blackout _media reported numerous
army convoys across the country, including in Yangon (photos of the convoys were circulating on

social media and confirmed by security services, LM reports and eyewitnesses).

e There was a noticeable increase in military presence in Yangon, including tanks and armoured
vehicles around town and at protest locations- particularly the Central Bank over the weekend
and earlier in the week.

e Military armoured vehicles were deployed at various buildings in Yangon, including (reportedly)
at the Yangon Parliamentary compound, Municipal office, Central Bank and Chinese Embassy.

o  While there is still a demonstrably stronger police presence downtown, military vehicles and
troops do not appear to be deployed as widely or prominently today, as earlier this week,
despite the large protests.

e Inresponse to larger protests today (see below), there are reports of 6 army trucks, water-
cannon trucks at Sule. In Hledan, 6 army trucks, 8 police trucks, 1 water-cannon truck have been
deployed.

e The military also deployed troops in Mandalay again this morning, reportedly to handle the
mass protests expected to take place today.
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e YNGON has heard reports of police action and arrests overnight consistent with previous
evenings, but no reports of violence by these newly deployed military/security forces.

e There have been no reports of major crackdowns or violence during the nightly comms black out
period.

Protests/Civil Disobedience:

e Protests picked up considerably again on Wednesday after a three-day lull.

o Tuesday saw a marked decreased in protesters and street-level activity, but Wednesday saw the
return to massive protests in Yangon.

e Protesters continue to be highly mobile — moving from location to location by foot and car.

e Protest tactics have changed with greater number of protest sites, many focussed in front of
embassies, and quick moves, in addition to the traditional gathering points.

e Hledan and Sule continue to be primary gathering points. By midday on Feb 17 both locations
have several thousand people each, and a steady flow of protestors is reaching them. Protests
are reported in other places of Yangon, including Hlaing Thayar and Insein Townships, in front of
the US Embassy, ILO offices, UN offices, Central Bank of Myanmar (Yankin Township), Myay Ni
Gone Junction, and NLD HQ (Shwegondaing St).

° a large concentration of protesters again today.

e Protests today have also included traffic disruption with cars and trucks being deliberately
stalled in the middle of major roadways, bridges and in front of embassies.

e For the time being, protests continue to be peaceful. Security Forces continue are deployed but
continue to exercise restraint.

# YNGON has seen CDM organizational material encouraging protesters and
protests in English with English signage to maximize coverage in international media outlets,

e While protests in Yangon have been peacetul, since Feb 15 there have been reports of a violent
mixed-military and police response against protesters in Mandalay, including use of high-
powered “AirForce” guns, rubber bullets, water cannons, slingshots and beatings.

e The trial of the State Counsellor (which started today, Feb 17) and expected conviction will be
flashpoints for large-scale protests. The rallying cry for today’s protests have been for a
“Millions Gathering for the Release of Aung San Suu Kyi”.

e Events which took place during the comms blackouts periods each evening from Sunday to
Tuesday night/Wednesday morning remain opaque, but it does not appear that there was a
major crackdown or an increase in detentions beyond what has been happening nightly for the
past two weeks.

o After reports of criminal activities and intrusions in past nights across YNGON, the past two
evenings have been rather quiet. Neighborhood watch groups are still activated

Civil Disobedience (CDM):

o Civil disobedience movement (CDM) continues across Myanmar, despite threats of reprisals and
loss of employment from the Commander in Chief.
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CDM leaders remain focus of arrests and detentions.

More civil servants and private sector workers are joining the movement, including staff from
the banking sector, civil servants, lawyers, rail workers, the Ministry of Social Welfare; Dagon
University; 105 Mile Muse Economic Zone (disrupting border trade with China); some police
officers; and refueling stations supplying the Yangon Bus System (causing potential disruption to
bus services).

In a speech Monday night before his State Administration Council, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing chastised medics in particular for taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement, for
their “failure to perform their duties” and said the government is “taking legal actions on these
cases”. Staff from state-owned airline Myanmar National Airlines say police are paying nightly
visits to their housing complex in an effort to intimidate and force them back to work.

Detentions, Arrests, Releases:

ASSK Trial: On Feb 16, new charges under the Natural Disaster Law were laid against the State
Counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi. Similar to earlier charges laid against the President, the State
Counsellor has been charged under section 25 of the Natural Disaster Management Law for
violating COVID-19 measures during the election campaign.

The State Counsellor’s expected court appearance on Feb 15 was postponed and she was
remanded until 17 Feb (today). A virtual court appearance at a Nay Pyi Taw court took place
today. Contacts and media reporting suggest that, as of time of writing, her lawyer was not able
to meet with her in advance of the hearing.

In today’s hearings, the defendants appeared via video call, according to Assistant Township
Judge Daw Nan Aye Mya Thiri, who is also the head of the court’s news and information team.
Nan Aye Mya Thiri said there were nine withesses in each case at today’s hearings, although it
was not clear who was involved, adding that the pair appeared to be in good health, and that
video conferencing was used for their health and safety. The next court hearing is scheduled for
March 1.

It is likely that today’s hearings and the new charges under the Natural Disaster Law which were
laid yesterday have sparked the marked increase in protests today after a two-day lull.

CRPH: Clarifying earlier reports that authorities had issued arrest warrants for all the members
of Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), composed of more than 300 Members
of Parliament, local media is how reporting that warrants have only been issued for the
Committees 15 founding members, plus two ethnic MPs who later joined this Committee (17
in total). The CRPH is claiming to be the sole legitimate legislative body of the country. As
expected, CRPH members will reportedly be charged under Article 505[b] of the Penal Code.
There continue to be reports of arrests of prominent activists, MPs and senior members of
ASSK’s National League for Democracy (NLD) party. These include the Rakhine Chief Minister
and Union Election Commission chair in Kachin.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) reports that as of yesterday (16 Feb), a
total of 452 people have been arrested and detained in relation to the coup, including
government and Members of Parliament (131); Union Election Commission staff (); civilians and
civil society (84); and NLD party members (60); activists and students (37); and civil servants
(25).

Draconian State Administrative Council (SAC) Measures:
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e |t appears increasingly likely that

e On Feb 16, the Tatmadaw held its first press conference for media (see below) and disseminated
another circular note to missions (attached).

e Efforts are focused on containment and disruption through intimidation, fear, misinformation
campaigns, punitive economic measures and increasingly draconian legal measures and
restrictions to stifle dissent and end the ongoing protests and civil disobedience campaign.
Collectively these measures target protesters and CDM leaders, facilitate increased surveillance,
and represents significant human rights erosions and privacy issues. YNGON reported on the
Cyber Security bill in YNGON-549. A summary of further measures are below.

Amendment of Electronic Transactions Law

e On 15 lanuary, the military regime announced the amendment of the “Electronic Transactions
Law” by adding provisions that limit internet freedom. The draft said the amendment was made
to protect the personal information of the public in accordance with the law, but seems to be
more aimed at punishing regime critics. According to the new amendment, anyone who obtains,
spreads, or doctors personal information of others without permission could face up to three
years in prison, which could be aimed at punishing people for naming and shaming civil servants
that refuse to participate in the civil disobedience movement. Another clause, also carrying a
three year sentence, prohibits the distribution of news that could create “panic” or defame the
government, a clear threat to free speech and free press. Other clauses include prohibitions of
cyberattacks to create instability in the country, and to damage relations with foreign countries,
which can be punished up to five years and seven years imprisonment respectively. The law also
provides for data to be released to government departments or investigation teams where
concerns of cybersecurity, cyber-attacks, cyber-terrorism, cyber misuse, cyber incident and
cybercrimes exist. This is very broad (especially ‘cyber misuse’) with high risks of intrusion upon
personal data privacy.

e This amendment follows widespread condemnation of a new proposed Cybersecurity Law
(reftel earlier reporting), which a wide range of business, civil society and human rights groups
have pushed back against, warning that it would limit freedom of expression and undermine
data privacy. The main difference between Cybersecurity Law and Electronic Transaction Law is
that in Cybersecurity Law, the junta can have complete control over internet service providers,
put more limit on the use of the internet and control access of websites. Even the use of VPN to
bypass these restrictions is illegal under Cybersecurity Law. On the other hand, Electronic
Transaction aims more to limit the freedom of expression and punish any political dissidents
who express their opinion online. It is not clear at this stage whether the regime plans to push
ahead with the Cybersecurity Law, or if it has dropped the idea because of the backlash and
instead pushed through amendments to the Electronic Transactions Law.

Supply Chains:

e There are continued concerns that supply chains will be affected by the ongoing civil unrest.
e At this time, stores are open with ongoing access to markets. Food supplies in stores continues
to be readily available.
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With a majority of their employees now taking part in the CDM, and endorsing its “no
recognition, no participation” approach, most private banks nationwide remain closed, resulting
in sluggish banking services and financial transactions. Similarly, few government-run banks are
open or operating fully.

Local media reports a large number of people rushed to the Myanmar military-owned
Myawaddy Bank in Yangon to withdraw cash on Tuesday morning after anti-coup protesters
called for a boycott of military-related businesses. Some banks are limiting the amounts of cash
customers can withdraw at a time, and there are reports of some ATMs of smaller banks across
Yangon running out of money or not re-filled consistently in recent days.

Comms:

YNGON amplified the Global Affairs Canada Facebook post announcing the Declaration Against
Arbitrary Detention in State-to-State Relations (pertinent in Myanmar given the recent
detention of Australian and senior advisor to State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, Sean Turnell;
post has garnered 60 reactions to date, mostly positive)

Statements:

On Feb 16, UN special rapporteur Tom Andrews issued a statement warning of the heightened
risk of violence today, given tensions are high over the charges and trials of State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint. He called on “all governments, individuals and
entities that may have influence on Myanmar military authorities to use that influence to
convince the junta that the rallies planned for Wednesday must be allowed to proceed without
detentions or violence”.

On Feb 16, the Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar gave an interview to domestic media outlets,
reprinted in Chinese State media, rebuffing allegations that China was behind or supports the
coup. Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar was quoted as stating that "the current development in
Myanmar is absolutely not what China wants to see". The Ambassador also reiterated China's
support for a UN Security Council statement expressing "deep concern" over the "state of
emergency" and calling for the "immediate release" of those detained, including Aung San Suu
Kyi (see attached).

Foreign Chambers of Commerce in Myanmar issued a joint statement on the proposed cyber
security law (apparently on hold, with the State Administrative Council modifying the Electronic
Transaction Law Instead — see State Administrative Council Measures above)

The Asian NGO Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI), an initiative of the
Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA), along with 12 organisations,
urged the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission (MNHRC) to undertake investigations
into serious human rights violations, including use of excessive force and lethal weapons against
peaceful protestors, and other violations of fundamental freedoms that are being committed by
the Myanmar military and security forces.
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e The People with Disabilities and Organizations of Persons with Disability’s issued a Press
Statement on Situation in Myanmar (attached) urging all necessary measures to help us end the
serious human rights violations and disruption of democratization and peace process in
Myanmar.

e Summary of Canadian Statements to date:

1.

W

W~

Jan 29 Joint Statement by the Diplomatic Missions in Myanmar {pre-coup, affirming support
for Myanmar’s democratic transition)

Feb 1 Ministerial Statement (condemning coup)

Feb 3 loint (G7) Ministerial Statement (condemning coup)

Feb 8 YNGON Statement in support of freedom of peaceful assembly, association and
speech, and calling for restraint (3.9k interactions)

Feb 12 GAC Statement in support of US sanctions (2.2k interactions)

Feb 12 Statement of Members of the Governing Council of the Community of Democracies
Feb 12 GENEV Statement at UN Human Rights Council

Feb 14 Joint Statement by Diplomatic Missions in Myanmar (urging security forces to refrain
from violence) (10.5K interactions)

Coordination/Engagement:

e OnFeb 16,

e OnFeb 17, EU announced the suspension of MYPOL an EU-Myanmar police training program.
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SAC Press Conference:

e Inits first-ever press conference yesterday (16 Feb), the State Administrative Council (SAC),
represented by Deputy Minister for Information (and former Tatmadaw spokesperson) Zaw Min
Tun pledged that Myanmar’s foreign policies will remain unchanged. Key messages

are consistent: establish the credibility, legality and constitutionality of the coup
(election traud, UEC failures, failure of the NLD to listen to Tatmadaw allegations, failure to
convene the National Defense and Security Council; failure to redo the voter lists etc.). The
spokesperson also repeated the 5 Roadmaps that the CIC envisioned: form the new UEC and
check voter list; Covid-19 response plan; economic development; peace process and general
elections.

e During Q&A session, Zaw Min Tun noted that the regime is aware of calls for international
sanctions and had no further comment, saying they expected this kind of response. Apparently
brushing off the potential impact of sanctions, he noted that even in the midst of the 1988
financial crisis (also the year of the last coup and military crackdown on protest), authorities
“managed”, holding up the very construction of Nay Pyi Taw (constructed 2002-2012) as an
example. When asking about legitimacy of the military government, the spokesperson
underscored Myanmar’s ongoing presence in foreign countries (their missions abroad), and the
presence of foreign countries’ missions in Myanmar, as proof of legitimacy on behalf of the
international community. He repeated that the military is doing everything according to the
constitution including the arbitrary detention
and the use of excessive force and live rounds to crack down the protestors. He also mentioned
that the military is checking Daw Khin Kyi Foundation (charity foundation founded by Aung San
Suu Kyi) for illegally transactions with foreign countries, another accusation to add more charges
to Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD. The spokesperson also threatened the government staff
participating in CDM that they are going to taking legal actions against those staff after waiting
for some time.

e Many domestic media outlets boycotted the press conference.

did attend. The rest present were state-owned media and
military-aligned media outlets.
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22 February
Summary:

Protests in Mandalay on Saturday Feb 20 turned violent with security forces firing into crowds, killing
two, prompting a flurry of international statements condemning the violence and a retaliatory press
release from MOFA directed at the diplomatic community, charging that recent statements were
“flagrant interference in the internal affairs of Myanmar”, in violation of the VCDR and threating
recourse (https://www . facebook.com/513368565530110/posts/1701314540068834/7d=n).

Massive protests continue across the country today, with a general strike and massive mobilization of
protesters called for February 22 (5 2’s). Protests in Yangon today were the largest to date, but have
remained peaceful with restraint on both sides; despite this, tensions are high. Protests across the
country were also massive. There are reports of arrests in Nay Pyi Taw, but at the time of writing, no
reports of violence similar to that which took place in Mandalay on Saturday. Given tensions, violence
over the weekend in Mandalay, and the reported mobilization of security forces into Yangon overnight,
YNGON and other diplomatic missions are monitoring closely for escalation. Focus of protests is shifting
from targeting the Regime and calls for a return to democratic rule to focussing on calls to the
international community to respond. Protest areas over the past week and today have focussed on
embassies and UN offices, in addition to traditional rallying points. Most shops and markets are closed
nationwide. Although internet was restored in Yangon at 09h00 (rather than shutdown until noon as
earlier announced) it remained inconsistent throughout the day and limited to 2G.

Restrictive measures to contain the CDM movement have continued, with military mobilization, erection
of road blocks and barriers, arrests and detention of CDM organizers, continued curfews and internet
shutdowns overnights, and threats aired on Feb 21 over Tatmadaw controlled news outlets (MRTV)
that lethal force may applied against protesters: “it is found that the protesters have raised their
incitement towards riot and anarchy on the day of Feb 22. Protesters are now inciting the people,
especially emotional youths, to a confrontational path where they will suffer the loss of life.”
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Protests/Civil Disobedience:

Protests continued over the weekend (Feb 20-21), but at a smaller scale than the very large
protests which occurred mid and end of week.

While protests in Yangon remained peaceful, protests in Mandalay turned violent on Saturday
Feb 20, with security forces shooting into crowds of protesters with live rounds, killing two and
injuring several more.

Sunday saw massive online mobilization for large-scale protests and a nation-wide strike across
the country on Monday Feb 22 (2.22.2021) or the “Penta/5 2’s. The date is deliberately
evocative of the 4 8’s protests — the August 8, 1988 protests that resulted in a massive military
crackdown on protesters.

Large-scale nation-wide protests and general strike commenced on Feb 22: Indications are that
today’s protests were massive and the largest to date. Protesters converged on known protests
sites across the city.
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Protesters are highly mobile. Protesters appeared to be taking care not to cause any damage,
were picking up garbage and there were CDM volunteers in vehicles moving through protests
providing water and food. Waves of protesters on foot and vehicle moved constantly from site
to site and tried to circumvent the barbed wire blockades and barriers that were erected over
night in front of several high concentration areas, including B -

Protest tactics have changed with greater number of protest sites,

and quick moves, in addition to the traditional gathering points.
Remarkably, given the size, the mounting tensions, and military mobilization, protests continue
to be peaceful.
Security Forces mobilized across Yangon last night in large number (see below) but at the time
of writing, their presence at protest sites today appeared to be minimal. In Yangon at least, the
security forces continue to exercise restraint
YNGON has seen CDM organizational material ' and
protests in English with English signage to maximize coverage in international media outlets,
suggesting that they are shifting focus from triggering a climb down of the regime and
restoration of the democratically elected government, to focussing international attention on
Myanmar.
Today'’s signage has been almost completely in English language and is focussed on garnering
international attention (see photo).

Mandalay Violence:

As reported separately over the weekend, protests in Mandalay turned violent on Saturday with
security forces shooting into a crowd of protesters killing at least two and injuring several
others. Security forces response included both police and military, with credible reports that
military snipers from the 33" LID were deployed. The 33" LID was responsible for human rights
atrocities in Rakhine in 2017 and the entire division (along with the 99" LID) was sanctioned by
the US in late 2018. Credible reports, video and eye-witnhesses reports suggest that live rounds
were fired into a crowd of fleeing protesters. At least one of the victims succumbed to a head
shot, the immediate aftermath of which was captured on video and circulated widely on social
media. There are (as yet unconfirmed) reports that ambulances were fired upon.

On Sunday, protesters in Mandalay gathered en mass for a silent sit-in protest.

Several states and diplomatic missions issued statements of concern and calls for restraint
including Singapore, United States, UK, Australia, Denmark, Japan,
EU, UN, Germany and Canada.

These statements prompted an unprecedented MOFA press
statement
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https://www .facebook.com/513368565530110/posts/1701314540068834/?d=n alleging that
such statements are “tantamount to flagrant interference in the internal affairs in Myanmar ...
and violated Article 41 of the VCDR which implies that diplomats are to respect the laws and
regulations of the receiving State and should not interfere with the internal affairs of that
State.”

Civil Disobedience (CDM):

e Civil disobedience movement (CDM) continues across Myanmar, with growing numbers of civil
servants from healthcare, education and transportation sectors, lawyers, banking sector
employees, rail workers, staff from MOFA, the Ministry of Social Welfare; Dagon University; 105
Mile Muse Economic Zone (disrupting border trade with China); some police officers; and
refueling station employees supplying the Yangon Bus System (causing potential disruption to
bus services) joining the CDM despite threats of reprisals and loss of employment from the
Tatmadaw, including from the Commander in Chief.

o Late last week, a fertilizer factory in Kangyitauk Township (Ayeyarwaddy Region), had to stop
production after 200 of their staffs joined the CDM. In Hakha Township (Chin State), 51
firefighters joined the movement. In Monywa, a soldier joined the protestors. It is the first
public defection of a member of the Tatmadaw.

e CDM leaders remain the focus of continuing arrests and detentions, with some trials
beginning. On Wednesday last week, 11 staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) were
arrested for joining the CDM; on Thursday, 8 civil servants from the Cooperative Department
were trialed in Nay Pyi Taw; and over the weekend 10 MOFA employees went through their first
hearing in Nay Pyi Taw.

o Today’s 22222 protest was called by the newly established General Strike Committee. The GSC
was established on Feb 20 by a range of activists and organisations that have been at the
forefront of the protests so far, including student unions and political parties. Their message is
somewhat more radical than many protesters, who tend to call for the return of democracy and
the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners. The GSC’s four objectives are: the
abolition of the 2008 Constitution; an end dictatorship; a federal democratic union; release of
detainees. The group includes the Democratic Party for a New Society and the Yangon University
Students’ Union, both of which played a role in organising the first large protest in Yangon on
February 6. It is not clear at this point if the GSC will work in coordination with or in conflict
/competition with the CRPH. Early indications are that it is the latter.

Military Mobilization:

e There were significant troop movements into and around Yangon last night between 21:00 hrs
and 24:00. Security forces also patrolled the streets in large convoys using megaphones to
reiterate the prohibition of gatherings of 5 people and more. The access to US, Chinese, French
embassies and UNDP office was blocked by police. During the night, truck trailers were
positioned across several key bridges.

e Domestic online media is reporting the presence of an increased number of armoured white
police vehicles and alleging that military armoured transport vehicles have been repainted
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white, labelled as police vehicles.

e There continues to be the same contingent of security vehicles parked near Sule as there has
been for the past week.

Detentions, Arrests, Releases:

o Asof 21 February, a total of 640 people have been detained or issued arrest warrants in relation
to the military coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisonersl. Of them,
four were sentenced to jail, 32 have been issued an arrest warrant but are evading arrest, three
have been charged but not detained, and 47 were released. A total of 593 are still under
detention, including those sentenced, among them 144 politicians, 132 UEC officials, 72 NLD
party members, 130 “civilians and CSOs”, 51 civil servants and 47 “activists and students”. This
number will increase after reports of multiple arrests at the Nay Pyi Taw protests late this
afternoon.

Media:

e 12 out of 26 members of the Myanmar Press Council (MPC) resighed on Feb 19. According to
one of them, the reason for the exodus that they no longer felt they could protect journalists.
(The MPC is an independent media adjudication body.)

e More than 20 journalists, including editors, from the Myanmar Times, one of the most reputable
and longstanding print and online news daily’s, left their jobs in protests after facing what they
viewed as censorship by the management team and were forced to participate in the
Tatmadaw’s press conference. At the Regime’s insistence, The Myanmar Times had reportedly
banned their journalists from using the term “coup”, telling them to use the term “power
transfer” instead.

e On Sunday, Facebook deleted the main page of the Myanmar military (Tatmadaw True News
Information Team Page) under it standards prohibiting the incitement of violence, a day after
two protesters were killed when police opened fire at a demonstration against the Feb 1 coup.
Also over the weekend, the Regime added Wikipedia to its banned platforms.

Supply Chains:

e Responding to rumours of impending fuel shortages leading to line-ups at petrol stations, the
Myanmar Fuel Oil Importers and Distributors Association issued a statement today noting that
while domestic fuel prices may rise, there are adequate stocks of fuel and supplies will not run
out. The spokesperson for the association did note that fuel prices outside Yangon may rise or
rationing may be imposed in the short-term because supplies stored in the commercial capital
cannot be easily distributed to other areas due to the civil disobedience movement.
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Statements:

In addition to statements reported on over the weekend (Singapore, US, UK, Australia etc),
Japan issued a statement of concern on Feb 22, with the Chief Cabinet Secretary Kato stating
that Japan’s government “strongly demands that Myanmar stop violence against its citizens”.
The UN Special Rapporteur on Feb 22 also issued a statement noting deep concern with the
Regime’s public warning to protesters and stating that unlike in 1988 “actions by the security
forces are being recorded you will be held accountable.”

On Feb 22, the German Foreign Office issued a statement noting that “it is deeply worrying how

protesters are being dealt with in Myanmar. We will not just stand by. We will use diplomatic

channels for de-escalation but we reserve the right to sanction the military regime as a last
resort.”

On Feb 21, UNSG Antonio Guterres issued a statement condemning the use of deadly force

against protesters.

Summary of Canadian Statements to date:

9. lJan 29 loint Statement by the Diplomatic Missions in Myanmar {pre-coup, affirming support
for Myanmar’s democratic transition)

10. Feb 1 Ministerial Statement (condemning coup)

11. Feb 3 Joint {G7) Ministerial Statement (condemning coup)

12. Feb 8 YNGON Statement in support of freedom of peaceful assembly, association and
speech, and calling for restraint (3.9k interactions)

13. Feb 12 GAC Statement in support of US sanctions {2.2k interactions)

14. Feb 12 Statement of Members of the Governing Council of the Community of Democracies

15. Feb 12 GENEV Statement at UN Human Rights Council

16. Feb 14 Joint Statement by Diplomatic Missions in Myanmar {urging security forces to refrain
from violence) (10.5K interactions)

17. Feb 20 GAC statement on Mandalay violence. Two posts amplified on YNGON’s Facebook
page, one with original post (1.4K interactions), one with full statement translate into
Myanmar language (1.7K interactions)
https://www.facebook.com/1421359581427574/p0osts/2980802482149935/2d=n. Commen
ts were mixed, many asking what Canada could possibly do, others asking for a more
forceful response from the international community.

Peace Process:

On 20 February 2021, the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) convened the second
special meeting on the political situation of Myanmar and issued a strongly worded
statement in support of the CDM. In its statement, the PPST strongly supported “all
public mobilizations and movements including the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)
against dictatorship and the military coup” and committed to “finding all possible means
to provide necessary support for the public movement.” The PPST suspended all
political negotiations “with the military council that seized the state power by force.” It
also demanded the unconditional and immediate release of detainees; condemned acts
of violence and force against peaceful demonstrators; and committed to collaborate
with all national and regional actors, including the international community to abolish
the military dictatorship.

75

en vertu dela loi sur I'accés a linformation

A0008561_6-00075



GAC - Released under the Access to Informations Act/

AMC - Divulgué en vertu de la loi sur I'accés a l'information

s.15(1) - International

s.21(1)(b)

e The PPST is the representative entity of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA),
which consists of the signatory 10 Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs), with the goal of
working towards reconciliation and developing a Federal Democratic Union as a pathway
o sustainable peace. Its statement

Coordination/Engagement:

o Norway announced Feb 21 that they are freezing state-to-state support, but continuing support
via UN and civil society to promote peace, democracy, protection of human rights and
humanitarian aid (see attached).
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24 February

MYANMAR — SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO COVID-19 - 435 of 10:00 Myanmar Standard
Time on 25 Februory 2021

- Latest updates: As of 25 February, Myanmar has reached 141,816 cases and 3,197 deaths.
Myanmar’s COVID-19 response is severely affected by the military coup of 1 February, as most
of the government staff employed for testing, case management and vaccination are taking part
in the Civil Disobedience Movement and some have resigned our have been detained.

- Testing: The National Health Laboratory has remained closed over the last 2 weeks, conducting
only a limited number of tests per day. Currently, between 700 and 1000 samples are being
tested per day, compared to 20,000 to 22,000 per day before 1 February. As a result, the
national daily average of new cases has dropped significantly to less than 20 new confirmed
cases. Data are increasing unreliable; however there is no indication of a new wave emerging so
far.

- Vaccinations: the vaccination campaign began on 27 January, prioritizing health workers,
volunteers and members of Parliament (before the coup). However, the campaign has also been
affected by the CDM and vaccinations are now being conducted by the military at a decreased
rate. A second shipment of 2 million doses arrived 11 February from India but has yet to be
distributed. This second shipment was intended for the general public. Private health care
providers (including those that serve CBS) are working to secure authorization for the
procurement and delivery of vaccines in the upcoming months (likely Covishield/AstraZeneca).

- COVAX vaccine delays are also to be expected. Unicef confirmed that although Myanmar had
received approval for the COVAX supported vaccines, the military junta has yet to submit the
finalized documentation and permits to ensure the importation of the vaccines. At this moment,
there is no clear timeframe on when this will take place.

- Health partners: major multilateral funds like Gavi, the Global Fund and the World Bank (all with
significant COVID-19 investments in country)

|
- Private clinics and other expats
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25 February
REFTEL: YNGON-555

Summary: As reported earlier, on 20 February 2021, the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST)
convened the second special meeting on the political situation of Myanmar and issued a strongly
worded statement in support of the CDM. https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/ethnic-parties-

peace-team-ppst-condemns-coup-calls-peaceful-solutions-and-appeals-support-un. In its
statement, the PPST strongly supported “all public mobilizations and movements including the
Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against dictatorship and the military coup” and committed
to “finding all possible means to provide necessary support for the public movement.” The PPST
suspended all political negotiations “with the military council that seized the state power by
force.” It also demanded the unconditional and immediate release of detainees; condemned acts
of violence and force against peaceful demonstrators; and committed to collaborate with all
national and regional actors, including the international community to abolish the military
dictatorship. Its statement

, at least outwardly, the PPST is presenting strong opposition to the military
regime.

2. PPST Background: The Peace Process Steering Team is the representative entity of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), which consists of the signatory 10 Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs), with the goal of w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>