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TO:   
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Michael Sargent, Paralegal Specialist I 

SUBJECT: Staff Report, Complaint 24-04-CD, 907 Initiative v. Stanley Wright 

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT 

The Complaint alleges that the Respondent failed to timely disburse remaining 

campaign funds after the 2022 state election and that he failed to file accurate 7 Day 

Primary, 30 Day General, 7 Day General, and Year End Campaign Disclosure Reports 

during his 2022 campaign.1 

Complainant filed an addendum to the complaint on October 17, 2024, noting that 

the Respondent had amended the preceding reports as well as his 2024 Year Start and 30 

Day Primary Reports on the date that the complaint was filed, September 19, 2024.2 

Complainant further notes that despite the corrections, the 2022 Year End is still inaccurate 

which, in turn, calls into question the accuracy of each subsequent report for his 2024 

campaign. 

SUMMARY OF ANSWERS TO COMPLAINT 

The Respondent did not provide an answer to the complaint. 

1 Exhibit 1, Complaint (with exhibits) 
2 Exhibit 2, Complaint addendum of 10/17/2024 (with exhibits) 
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FACTS  

 Stanley Wright was a candidate for State House in the 2022 state election. During 

his campaign he filed a 30 Day Primary,3 7 Day Primary,4 30 Day General,5 7 Day 

General,6 and Year End Campaign Disclosure Reports.7 Mr. Wright is campaigning for re-

election to the State House in the current 2024 state election and has filed 2024 Year Start,8 

30 Day Primary,9 7 Day Primary,10 and 30 Day General Campaign Disclosure Reports. 11 

 After the 2022 election, Mr. Wright filed a Year End Report disclosing an ending 

balance (closing cash on hand) of $2,061.99.12 However, because prior reports failed to 

correctly carry over closing cash on hand (CCOH) amounts to the beginning cash on hand 

(BCOH) amounts on the subsequent reports, this amount is not correct. Based on his 

reported beginning cash on hand for the 2022 campaign ($1,097.33), his total reported 

income ($34,762.49) and expenditures ($30,704.86), it appears the 2022 campaign had a 

surplus of $5,154.96. 

 A review of the 2022 campaign’s bank records indicate a beginning balance of 

$1,186.33 at the start of the 2022 campaign with deposits to the account of $30,746.90 and 

expenditures in the amount of $29,882.69 flowing from the account. It is not clear whether 

the discrepancies are attributable to processing fees for credit card contributions that are 

taken prior to the deposits into the campaign account, whether the campaign simply over-

reported contributions and expenditures, whether there were funds that did not flow 

through the campaign account, a combination of these things or something else altogether. 

 
3 Exhibit 3, 2022 30 Day Primary Report 
4 Exhibit 4, 2022 7 Day Primary Report 
5 Exhibit 5, 2022 30 Day General Report 
6 Exhibit 6, 2022 7 Day General Report 
7 Exhibit 7, 2022 Year End Report 
8 Exhibit 8, 2024 Year Start Report 
9 Exhibit 9, 2024 30 Day Primary Report 
10 Exhibit 10, 2024 7 Day Primary Report 
11 Exhibit 11, 2024 30 Day General Report 
12 Exhibit 7, 2022 Year End Report 
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In any event, it is clear that the campaign failed to reconcile its reporting and failed to 

accurately disclose its financial activity. 

LAW AND ANALYSIS 

Campaigns are required to timely file accurate campaign disclosure reports 

disclosing contributions and expenditures.13 Mr. Wright’s 2022 reports were amended 

several times throughout the 2022 campaign and more recently once this complaint was 

filed. The amendments purportedly accounted for previous reporting discrepancies but 

failed to carry over CCOH amounts to the next report as a BCOH amount rendering the 

reports inaccurate. Additionally, the reported activity does not correlate with the 

campaign’s bank records further calling into question the accuracy of the reports. 

By law, candidates are required to disburse leftover funds no later than February 1 

after an election.14 There are a variety of options to disburse such amounts, including the 

transfer of funds, within applicable limits, to a future campaign account or, where 

applicable, to a public office expense term account. Mr. Wright did not avail himself of 

any of these options and continued to show a remaining surplus on his 2022 Year End 

Report. Funds remaining after February 1 must be forfeited to the State of Alaska.15 In 

several instances, the Commission has required such forfeitures when funds have not been 

timely disbursed.16  

CONCLUSION 

Respondent failed timely disburse leftover campaign funds after the 2022 election 

in violation of AS 15.13.116. Based on the reported contributions and expenditures of the 

 
13 AS 15.13.040; AS 15.13.110; 2 AAC 50.321(g) 
14 AS 15.13.116(a) 
15 AS 15.13.116(c) 
16 In Re: Bennie Colbert, Final Order (Oct. 9, 2023) 
[https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25341];  
In Re: Stephanie Nowers, Final Order (June 17, 2024) 
[https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=26017] 

https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=25341
https://aws.state.ak.us/ApocReports/Paper/Download.aspx?ID=26017
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campaign the surplus of $5,154.96 should be forfeited to the State of Alaska. The 

Respondent also violated AS 15.13.040 and AS 15.13.100 by failing to timely file accurate 

reports for the periods detailed below.  

MAXIMUM CIVIL PENALTIES 

The maximum civil penalty for each of the reporting violations, other than the 7 day 

reports, is $50 per day for each day the violation continues; for 7 day reports, the maximum 

civil penalty amount is $500 per day through the date of the election and $50 per day 

thereafter.17 For purposes of calculating the maximum civil penalties for the reporting 

violations, the accrual of penalties began the day after the report was due and was tolled 

on September 19, 2024, the day the Complaint was filed. The maximum penalty amounts 

for each of the violations are as follows: 

Report Penalty Period Penalty Days Max Penalty 
2022 30 Day Primary 7/19/2022 - 9/19/2024 794 $39,700 
2022 7 Day Primary (pre-election) 8/10/2022 - 8/16/2022 7 $3,500  
2022 7 Day Primary (post-election) 8/17/2022 - 9/19/2024 765 $38,250  
2022 30 Day General 10/11/2022 - 9/19/2024 710 $35,550  
2022 7 Day General (pre-election) 11/2/2022 - 11/8/2022 7 $3,500  
2022 7 Day General (post-election) 11/9/2022 - 9/19/2024 681 $34,050  
2022 Year End 2/16/2023 - 9/19/2024 582 $29,100  
2024 Year Start 2/16/2024 - 9/19/2024 217 $10,850  
2024 30 Day Primary 7/23/2024 - 9/19/2024 59 $2,950  
2024 7 Day Primary (pre-election) 8/14/2024 - 8/20/2024 7 $3,500  
2024 7 Day Primary (post-election) 8/21/2024 - 9/19/2024 30 $1,500  

  Total: $202,400 

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION 

When staff assesses a penalty, the starting point for calculating the penalty is 

2 AAC 50.855. For the 2022 campaign’s 30 Day Primary Report, the regulation enables 

staff to reduce the penalty by 50% because this was respondent’s first violation.18 From 

 
17 AS 15.13.390(a)(1); 2 AAC 50.855(b)(5) 
18 2 AAC 50.855(b)(3)(B) 
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there, mitigation may be applied for a greater than 50% reduction or waived entirely if the 

penalty is significantly out of proportion to the degree of harm suffered by the public.19 A 

civil penalty is significantly out of proportion if it exceeds the value of the transactions that 

were reported late.   

Report Max Penalty Reported Activity 
2022 30 Day Primary $39,700 $10,730.10 
2022 7 Day Primary $41,750  $2,351.37 
2022 30 Day General $35,550  $21,589.24 
2022 7 Day General $37,550 $9,899.93 
2022 Year End $29,100  $20,896.71 
2024 Year Start $10,850  $1,844.18 
2024 30 Day Primary $2,950  $5,680.20 
2024 7 Day Primary $5,000  $5,202 

Here, for every report, except for the 2024 campaign’s 2024 30 and 7 day primary 

reports, the total reported activity is significantly less than the maximum penalty amount. 

For these reporting errors staff recommends a 98% reduction to the maximum penalty. 

Staff finds no applicable mitigation criteria for the 2024 30 Day or 7 Day Reports. This 

results in a penalty of $11,442 for the reporting violations. Staff also recommends the 2022 

campaign forfeit its leftover funds in the amount of $5,154.96 but recommends no penalty 

because it does not appear that respondent was made aware that he needed to take action.  

Report Max Penalty 2 AAC 50.855 Assessment 2 AAC 50.865 Mitigation 
2022 30 Day Primary $39,700 $19,850 $397 
2022 7 Day Primary $41,750  $41,750  $835 
2022 30 Day General $35,550  $35,550  $710 
2022 7 Day General $37,550 $37,550 $751 
2022 Year End $29,100  $29,100  $582 
2024 Year Start $10,850  $10,850  $217 
2024 30 Day Primary $2,950  $2,950  $2,950 
2024 7 Day Primary $5,000  $5,000  $5,000 

Total $11,442 
 

 
19 2 AAC 50.865(b)(5) 
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I hereby certify that on this date, I caused a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing to be delivered as 
indicated to the following:  
Aubrey Wieber 
907 Initiative 
645 G Street, Suite 100-1082 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
info@907initiative.com 

9489 0178 9820 3021 0774 83 

 Email
 U.S. Mail

Stanley Wright 
959 Norman Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
wright4alaska@gmail.com 

9489 0178 9820 3021 0774 90 

 Email
 U.S. Mail

Signature Date 
10.24.2024

mailto:scott@cashiongilmore.com
mailto:kclarkson@gci.net
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Sec. 15.13.116. Disbursement of campaign assets after election.  
 (a) A candidate who, after the date of the general, special, municipal, or municipal 
runoff election or after the date the candidate withdraws as a candidate, whichever 
comes first, holds unused campaign contributions shall distribute the amount held on 
February 1 for a general election or within 90 days after a special election. The 
distribution may only be made to 
     (1) pay bills incurred for expenditures reasonably related to the campaign and 
the winding up of the affairs of the campaign, including a victory or thank you party, 
thank you advertisements, and thank you gifts to campaign employees and volunteers, 
and to pay expenditures associated with post-election fund raising that may be needed 
to raise funds to pay off campaign debts; 
 
     (2) make donations, without condition, to 
          (A) a political party; 
 
          (B) the state's general fund; 
 
          (C) a municipality of the state; or 
 
          (D) the federal government; 
 
     (3) make donations, without condition, to organizations qualified as charitable 
organizations under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) if the organization is not controlled by the 
candidate or a member of the candidate's immediate family; 
 
     (4) repay loans from the candidate to the candidate's own campaign under AS 
15.13.078(b); 
 
     (5) repay contributions to contributors, but only if repayment of the 
contribution is made pro rata in approximate proportion to the contributions made 
using one of the following, as the candidate determines: 
          (A) to all contributors; 
 
          (B) to contributors who have contributed most recently; or 
 
          (C) to contributors who have made larger contributions; 
 
     (6) establish a fund for, and from that fund to pay, attorney fees or costs 
incurred in the prosecution or defense of an administrative or civil judicial action 
that directly concerns a challenge to the victory or defeat of the candidate in the 
election; 
 
     (7) transfer all or a portion of the unused campaign contributions to an account 
for a future election campaign; a transfer under this paragraph is limited to 
          (A) $50,000, if the transfer is made by a candidate for governor or 
lieutenant governor; 
 
          (B) $10,000, if the transfer is made by a candidate for the state senate; 
 
          (C) $5,000, if the transfer is made by a candidate for the state house of 
representatives; and 
 
          (D) $5,000, if the transfer is made by a candidate for an office not 
described in (A) — (C) of this paragraph; 
 
     (8) transfer all or a portion of the unused campaign contributions to a public 
office expense term account; a transfer under this paragraph is subject to the 
following: 
          (A) the authority to transfer is limited to candidates who are elected to 
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the state legislature; 
 
          (B) the public office expense term account established under this paragraph 
may be used only for expenses associated with the candidate's serving as a member of 
the legislature; 
 
          (C) all amounts expended from the public office expense term account shall 
be annually accounted for under AS 15.13.110(a)(4); 
 
          (D) a transfer under this paragraph is limited to $5,000 multiplied by the 
number of years in the term to which the candidate is elected plus any accumulated 
interest; and 
 
          (E) unused campaign contributions transferred under this paragraph must be 
disposed of as provided in (2), (3), or (5) of this subsection at the end of the term 
of office immediately following the campaign for which the contributions were 
received; and 
 
     (9) transfer all or a portion of the unused campaign contributions to a municipal 
office account; a transfer under this paragraph is subject to the following: 
          (A) the authority to transfer is limited to candidates who are elected to 
municipal office, including a municipal school board; 
 
          (B) the municipal office account established under this paragraph may be 
used only for expenses associated with the candidate's serving as mayor or as a member 
of the assembly, city council, or school board; 
 
          (C) all amounts expended from the municipal office account shall be annually 
accounted for under AS 15.13.110(a)(4); 
 
          (D) a transfer under this paragraph is limited to $5,000; and 
 
          (E) unused campaign contributions transferred under this paragraph must be 
disposed of as provided in (2), (3), or (5) of this subsection at the end of the term 
of office immediately following the campaign for which the contributions were 
received. 
 
 (b) After a general, special, municipal, or municipal runoff election, a candidate 
may retain the ownership of one computer and one printer and of personal property, 
except money, that was acquired by and for use in the campaign. The current fair 
market value of the property retained, exclusive of the computer and printer, may not 
exceed $5,000. All other property shall be disposed of, or sold and the sale proceeds 
disposed of, in accordance with (a) or (c) of this section. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this chapter, 
     (1) a candidate may (A) retain a bulk mailing permit that was paid for with 
campaign funds, and (B) use personal funds, campaign funds, or unused campaign 
contributions transferred to a public office expense term account under (a)(8) of this 
section to pay the continuing charges for the permit after the election; money used to 
continue the life of the permit is not considered to be a contribution under this 
chapter; in addition to any other use permitted under this chapter, during the 
candidate's term of office, the candidate may use the bulk mailing permit for mailings 
associated with service in the office to which the candidate was elected; during the 
candidate's term of office, if the candidate files a declaration of candidacy or the 
document necessary to permit the candidate to incur election-related expenses under AS 
15.13.100 for the same or a different elective office, the candidate may also use the 
bulk mailing permit in that election campaign; 
 
     (2) a candidate may retain campaign photographs and use the photographs for any 
purpose associated with service in the office to which the candidate was elected; 
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     (3) a candidate may retain seasonal greeting cards purchased with campaign funds; 
and 
 
     (4) campaign signs prepared for an election that has already taken place have no 
monetary value and may be retained or disposed of at the candidate's discretion. 
 
 (c) Property remaining after disbursements are made under (a) — (b) of this section 
is forfeited to the state. Within 30 days, the candidate shall deliver the property to 
the Department of Revenue. The Department of Revenue shall deposit any money received 
into the general fund and dispose of any other property in accordance with law. 
 
 (d) [Repealed, § 4 ch 44 SLA 2012.] 
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