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Has the Apple 
judgement been 
reputationally 
damaging to 
Ireland?

• First off, it’s critically important to consider last 
week’s judgement in context: 

1) This is an historical case and we need to view it through a 
different prism.

2) Ireland is firmly committed to its position as a member of 
the OECD, we have already made adjustments to our tax 
regime as international regulations   

3) This case relates to a single company based here. 

• So, my view is that this is not reputationally 
damaging, although unfortunate.  

• Something that I’ve also been hearing back in my
interactions with IDA clients over the past week –
they are not indicating that this has been damaging 
reputationally. 

• We know that tax is just one of the reasons 
companies establish here and continue to invest.

• PIVOT TO ALL THE REASONS WHY COMPANIES 
INVEST 



Did Ireland give 
preferential 
treatment to 
Apple?

• Ireland does not give preferential tax treatment to any 
companies or taxpayers.  (This is the government position 
and that of IDA Ireland.)

• Ireland is a committed member of the OECD and we are 
an active participant in international tax discussions.  

• As international tax rules have developed over time, we 
have made necessary changes to our taxation regime.  

• Furthermore, we welcome the clarity on taxation that this 
brings.  More importantly our clients welcome this clarity.

• This is what I have been hearing when speaking to clients 
this week - they value certainty, stability and transparency.  

• PIVOT TO WHY TO INVEST GOING BEYOND TAX  TO 
IRELAND’S VALUE PROPOSITION

• EXAMPLES



What does this 
mean for Ireland’s 
relationship with 
Europe. Is Ireland 
struggling to “sit on 
two horses?”

• Ireland is firmly and unwaveringly pro-European. 

• Our position within the EU is an important factor in 
helping us attract investment from around the 
globe.  

• Similarly, we offer our European neighbours an 
attractive investment proposition and have seen 
strong levels of FDI from Europe in the past year.

• Through our geography and shared history, we also 
enjoy a special and unique relationship with the US 
and its business community.

• IDA Ireland is global organisation, partnering with 
companies from around the world and we have a 
really strong value proposition regardless of where 
the company has its HQ. 

• PIVOT TO CLIENT EXAMPLES  



What do you think 
should be done with 
the €13 billion 
windfall?  
Should it go into 
infrastructure / 
housing / incentives?

• That is a matter for the government. 

**IF PUSHED**

• Continued investment in infrastructure will be 
critical if we are continue to grow the economy and 
compete successfully in bringing FDI into Ireland.  

• There have been constraints in “supply and 
planning”.

• IDA is consulting with and working with the relevant 
bodies and parties and will continue to do so.  



Global competition 
for FDI is already 
fierce, will the Apple 
decision make things 
more difficult for 
Ireland? 

• Global competition is fierce and we are operating 
against a challenging backdrop. 

• However, Ireland’s proposition remains strong
• 75+ years – we know what we’re doing. 
• Unique partnership model, unique ecosystem that facilitates 

relationships unlike elsewhere.  
• Highly skilled talent pool from Ireland and wider EU
• Expertise is STEM – critical for research and innovation  

• BUT 
• 75+ years – our track record, companies are in good 

company when they locate here.  
• Unique partnership model, unique ecosystem that facilitates 

relationships unlike elsewhere.  
• Highly skilled talent pool from Ireland and wider EU
• Expertise is STEM – critical for research and innovation  
• Stable environment
• Access to EU marketplace and all that brings in terms of 

customer base, wider skills base etc.
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IDA statement in response to queries on ECJ ruling. 

IDA Ireland notes today’s ruling of the European Court of Justice setting aside the judgement of the 
General Court concerning tax rulings issued by Ireland in favour of Apple. Apple is a valued client of 
IDA Ireland opening in Cork in 1980 and today employing 6,000 people. 

The Government’s position has always been that Ireland does not give preferential tax treatment to 
any companies or taxpayers. Ireland is an active participant in international tax discussions and has 
also made necessary changes to its taxation regime as international tax rules have developed over 
time.  

In December 2021, the European Commission proposed an EU Directive to give effect to the Pillar 
Two rules, which provides for a minimum effective tax rate of 15 per cent for in-scope MNEs (those 
with at least EUR 750 million global turnover in at least two of the four previous years). Ireland was 
consistent in its support of the proposed Directive, which was unanimously agreed by Member 
States in late 2022. IDA Ireland welcomes the clarity on taxation that this Directive provides in 
attracting future FDI clients who value certainty, stability, and a transparent pro enterprise 
competitive environment where they can grow their international business.  

There are many benefits to be realised by multinational companies who choose Ireland to locate 
their business. These include access to a well educated, English speaking, talented international 
workforce; barrier free access to the EU; and an innovative R&D eco system which companies can 
quickly tap into.   

Ends 
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