THE SUBSTANCE

Written by Coralie Fargeat!



OCEVERYTHI NG FLOAB, NOTHI NG REMAI NSO
- HERACLI TUS

ODONGT YOU KNOW PUMP | T UP
YOUOVE GOT TO PUWP | T UPO
- DANZEL



. SC

FADE N ON A H GH ANGLE TOP SHOT CF. ..

A RAW UNCOCKED EGG LYI NG ON A FLAT SURFACE.

The round yol k stands proudly in the center of the
transparent and gel ati nous egg white.

A syringe needle enters the frane and sl ow y approaches the
egg before planting itself in the mddle of the yolk and very
slowy injects a fluorescent yellow product inside of it.

After a nmonment, the egg begins to shake and nove as if
sonet hi ng were happening inside of it.

Little by little, a small growh begins to energe on the side
of the yolk... which grows bigger... and bigger... until it
starts to forma second egg yol k which energes out of the
side of the first one... before finally detaching itself to
becone i ndependent.

Bot h egg yol ks now stand side by side.

The second yol k is rounder, shinier, fleshier.

In other words: nore perfect.

Long beat on both egg yol ks which stand side by side.

BLACK

The sounds of jackhammers, traffic jans, jigsaws, comng from
a construction site in the mddle of the city...

W FADE IN on a STATIC TOP SHOT CF..

EXT. WALK OF FAME SI DEWALK - DAY

A SIDEWALK MADE UP OF LARGE GREY SLABS. Only one sl ab appears
to be mssing like a big gaping hole right in the mddle of
t he pavenent.

In the sane static shot, WORKERGS HANDS appear within the
frame and start to carefully set in place thin sticks of
wood, nailing themto one anot her.

The |inked sticks soon forma wooden frame shaped |ike a star
whi ch stands out in the nuddy hol e of the pavenent.

Little by little, the hands start to place various different
el enents i nside the star shaped franme: brass block letters
whi ch begin to forma name: EELElI EZEAEBEEETEHE SEPEAEREKELEE
Underneath, the small round crest containing the |ogo of a
canmera appears.
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A pink marble slab slides into the gol den edges of the wooden
frame... sealing the pink star into the terrazzo pavenent

whi ch we now understand to be the fanmous HOLLYWDOD WALK OF
FAME.

Still in the same static shot with the star in the center of
the frame, workersO hands cone in and out naking fina

t weaks, then renove the plastic protective film A broom
sweeps back and forth shining up the now finished star - in
the m ddl e of which the golden inscription proudly stands:

ELI SABETH SPARKLE

After a nmonment, still in the sanme shot, a buzz of excitenent
fromthe crowd and canera fl ashes start to nultiply as the
feet of a YOUNG WOMAN enter the bottom of the franme. Waring
vertiginously high heels and with a conquering wal k, she
poses for the caneras before kneeling down and pl aci ng her
hands underneath the star.

More flashes and voices trying to attract the attention of
the lucky lady: "Elisabeth!" "Over here Elisabeth!""R ght
here Elisabeth!".

The flurry of feet around the high heels and the way they
nove tells a story of their own: flattery, fawning,
happi ness, recognition, ambition, success etc.

Then the young woman's feet and those of the crowd gradually
di sappear one by one, just |like the canera fl ashes, which
also growrare and finally disappear, |eaving the static
frame enpty and silent, with only the star and its nane:

ELI SABETH SPARKLE

After a long beat on the star and still in the sanme shot, a
| eaf flies across the screen, the wind brushing it past.

Then the feet of passersby which enter and exit the frane,
wal ki ng across the star in a pace that quickens as the days
go by and life carries on.

More and nore feet enter and exit. A few marks and scratches
appear on the star, the concrete aging little by little as
time goes by, to the pace of nore wal ki ng, nore pedestrians,
tourists, alternating rain and sun, changi ng fashi ons,

pi geons | andi ng on the ground, shopping carts being pull ed
over it in an uninterrupted flow of everyday foot traffic.

Sone feet occasionally stop to | ook down at Elisabeth's star,
then less and | ess, then al nbost none at all as we notice new
stars appearing at the corners of the frane, which start
drawi ng peopl eCs attention away.
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Finally, the white sneakers of a tourist wearing shorts that
wal k lazily across the now worn and patinated star, clunsily
droppi ng a round burger bun, which falls on the ground,
snearing the star with a | arge ketchup stain.

The guy lowers his hand in a half-hearted attenpt to clean up
the stain with a greasy piece of burger paper, then with the

big sole of his sneaker, thus |eaving a |arge, disgusting red
trail across the star. The feet wal k out of the frane,

hel pl essly, above all showing very little interest in

cl eani ng the whol e thing up.

The star remains in the center, now aged and stained with the
red ket chup:
ELI SABETH SPARKLE

Long beat over which we hear the aggressive and exhausting
cacophony of traffic then, little by little, nusic is heard
in the distance, stressed by the dynam c accents of a fenale
voi ce growi ng | ouder and cl earer:

Keep moving! That8s great! YOU GOT | T!

Wal k it back! Couple nore! YOU GOT I T!

Again fromthe very top
SMASH CUT TGO

INT. TV STUDIO/ SPARKLE YOUR LI FE SHOW - DAY

PAIRS OF FEET W TH FLUORESCENT DANCE LEGA NGS st onpi ng t he
fl oor.

A BLINDI NG WH TE LI GHT.

A small blinking red dot indicates that this is being filmed
and recorded.

W' re inside a TV Studio, in the very mddle of an aerobics
cl ass.

Lights full on and flashy-col ored aerobic outfits.
Fl uorescent | eotards.

Muscl es tighteni ng under each step.

Utra forced smles.

Super happy nusi c broadcasti ng ready- nade happi ness.
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In the foreground of this fluorescent group, high on
vitam ns, ELI SABETH SPARKLE, now close to fifty, |eads the
class, with a wide, bright smle.

Her ultra-scul pted body strictly prined against the small est
bit of flab or excess.

In the background, a large norning showtitle is visible:

SPARKLE YOUR LI FE

Wth Elisabeth

Keep movi ng! That Gs great! You got it!

Al the pairs of fluorescent |eggings beat up and down in
rhythmli ke perfect soldiers and Elisabeth never stops
smling as if her bright smle were etched to her jaw while
she notivates her audience wth an energetic voi ce:

_ELI SABETH
| know itOs hard! Walk it back!
That s great, couple nore | adies!
Thi nk about your bikini this
summer! You donQ want to | ook |ike
a giant jellyfish on the beach, do
you? So keep noving! Couple nore..
weOQre alnost there... aaand...

The nusic ends on a final synchroni zed novenent nade by al
t he dancers.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
... give yourselves a hand! That
was a GREAT wor kout !

The troupe appl auds while Elisabeth faces the canera with a
great big smle:

N ELI SABETH (CONTOD)

Al see you next week to work nore

on the |ateral abs, those are the

hardest to sculpt. In the

meantine... Take care of yourself!
She blows a kiss to the canera.
The caneras stop rolling, and the soundstage |ights fade.
Elisabeth's smle fades instantly as she rel axes her body.
She's covered in sweat. Qut of breath.

Real |y out of breath. She wi nces briefly as she nassages her
knee.

An assistant brings her a towel and a bottle of water.
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We foll ow her from behind..

| NT. BACKSTAGE HALLWAY - DAY

...as she wal ks down the | ong backstage corridor of the tv
station with an energetic stride.

EVERYONE she neets or bunps into wi shes her a "Happy
Birthday" with a broad smle. Eisabeth smles back and
cheerful ly thanks them

Wl ki ng down the corridor she passes by dozens of franed
posters displaying her smling face and shapely body from
every season of the show.

SPARKLE YOUR LI FE

On the successive posters, Elisabeth displays the exact sane
bright smle but the colors and | ooks change as her physi cal
appearance alters over tine, the hairstyles becomng | ess and
| ess frizzed and her face nore and nore phot oshopped.

El i sabeth wal ks to the | adies roomat the end of the corridor
but it turns out to be closed for cleaning. She gl ances round

to check sheGs alone and finally... walks into the nen's room

next door.

TV STUDI O - MENOS ROOM

Nobody i nsi de.

She | eans over the sink, splashes water over her face, making
the nost of the nonent to refresh herself after the physical
effort.

She then enters one of the toilet stalls.

Static shot of the row of sinks in the enpty nmenCs room
The neons cast a perfectly white and unchanging |ight.
Long, silent beat.

Soon to be broken by the sudden, |oud arrival of A STOQUT
M DDLE- AGED MAN, his ear glued to a cell phone, face red with
anger :

. MAN
| donQx care if we have to see
EVERY FUCKING YOUNG G RL in town in
t he next coupl e of weeks. W need
her YOUNG W need her HOI. And we
need her NOW
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This is HARVEY, the TV network director. Md-50s, large belly
and wearing a | oose suit, he cones to stand right in front of
t he canera under which we guess is an out of franme urinal

H s phone wedged between his ear and shoul der he conti nues
his | ogorrhoea while unbuttoning his pants to take a piss:

HARVEY
| mean, how the old bitch has
managed to stay this long in the
first place is a fucking nystery!
(the person at the other
end of the line tries to
say something but is
i medi ately cut off)
Gscar w nner ny ass! Wen was that?
Back in the 30s for KING KONG?!
(he"shakes" hinself off)
| donQx give a fuck what we
prom sed her! This is TV, not a
charity! So find nme somebody NEW
NOW

He flushes the urinal and closes his fly.

HM%EY(CONTQD)
D d you know that wonmenGs fertility
starts to decrease fromthe age of
257

He | eaves w t hout washing his hands....
HARVEY (CONTOD)
Yeah | know. .. (he chuckles). .. How

old is Elisa?

Hs voice drifts away as the bat hroom door slowy closes with
the automatic cl osing system

HARVEY (CONTOD)
....Ha ha so hurry up!

Hs laughter trailing off in the distance until the roomis
conpletely silent again.

A beat on the enpty room

The white sinks.

The neon |ights casting the unchanging |ight.
Then, the sound of a toilet flushing.

The door to one of the stalls finally opens slowy and
El i sabet h wal ks out.

She renmins still for a monent in the mddle of the

i mmacul ate room her reflection infinitely repeating in the
mrrors in front and behind her.
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Her fluorescent |eggi ngs now seemridicul ously out of place.
She wal ks very calmy towards a sink, washes her hands slowy
and knowi ngly, her eyes focused on the water flow ng out of
the tap... then she stops the water in one sw ft gesture.

She | ooks up slowy...

A beat, alone, facing her reflection in the mrror...

ELISABETH

The noi se of plates and gl asses that progressively grows
| ouder. ..

FADE | N:

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

G easy fingers that rip the head off of a shrinp: SHLACK

The thick sweaty nape of a manGs neck, on which a fly
sporadically | ands. A pudgy hand tries to flick it away.

It Gs HarveyGs hand. Facing camera, he is in the mdst of

anot her | ogorrhei c nonol ogue as he peels and shells the juicy
shrinp before stuffing theminto his nouth...slurp...in

bet ween two words. .

_HARVEY .
...but itGCs |ike when youOve got
soneone farting on screen... _
slurp... People LOVE that! I
rather tal k about RENO R or GAUGUI N
but slurp... thatGs howit is.
Clest la vie... People are just...
peopl e. And | have to give peagple
what they want. slurp... ThatGs
what keeps the sharehol ders happy.
slurp... And let nme tell you
sonet hi ng: peopl e al ways ask for
sonmet hing NEW slurp... RENEWAL is
inevitable. It's natureGs way. You
ei t her RENEW or you di sappear.

"RENEW seens to explode out of his nmouth in a splutter of
shri np.

He stares at a young waitressO ass, which seems to RENEW his
appetite.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
At 50, it stops. And that's not ne
sayi ng so. That's bi ol ogy.
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W finally discover Elisabeth, facing him

ELI SABETH

What stops?

A beat .

HARVEY

What ?
ELI SABETH

What stops?
HARVEY

..? The... you know the... the...

Suddenly really unconfortable, he nmakes a circular gesture
with his hand...

Then he brushes it all aside with a sweeping gesture.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
Anyway! Lots of wonderful things
awai t you afterwards, you'l
finally have tine to enjoy your
private life. Kids, they put a big
smle on your face and you forget
about everything el sel!

. ELI SABETH
| donQ have ki ds.

A tiny, enpty beat in Harvey's dull eyes.

He junps to his feet grabbing his phone, |ooking terribly
busy, and calls out to a MAN (60) at the back of the room

HARVEY
GEORCE!
(to Elisabeth)
|"ve gotta run

He wal ks away, hitting on the young waitress as he passes her
by and opening his arns towards a man in his sixties at the
back of the room grandil oquent:

HARVEY (CONTOD)

GECRCE!'! These ratings are insane!
YouOre a fucking geni us!

Elisabeth is left alone sitting at the table.
| nsi de the wine glass, which she's barely touched, the fly is

drowning. It's wiggling all around desperately fighting to
escape this sweet, liquid trap..
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El i sabeth stares at the fly, which twitches as if having an
epileptic fit, its nmovenents growi ng slower... and slower...
until finally it is conpletely imuobilized.

Dead and di sgusti ng.

D SSALVE TO

QM TTED

NT. CRAIG SILVER MANAGEMENT COFFI CE - DAY

A huge picture of Elisabeth with an ultra bright smle,
praising the nerits of a whitening toothpaste:

W TH TOOTHBRI TE
YQU &Or | T!

The smle is swallowed up as a hand cl oses the nagazi ne
cont ai ni ng the ad.

CRAl G
TOOTHBRI TE i s endi ng your
anbassador Gs contract.

CRAI G SILVER, 40, sits behind a big desk, facing Elisabeth.

ELI SABETH
But we just renewed it a nonth ago!

CRAI G
| know. But they are within their
right to do so considering the
Gsi gni ficant change in your public
notorietyOw th the end of your
show. . .

El i sabet h, speechl ess, her eyes glistening with the tears she
is trying to hold back.

_ ELI SABETH
So what Gs our next nove? Maybe a
reality show? O | was thinking
even a cooki ng show. ..or why not

a. ..
She stops when she sees Craig, visibly ill at ease, w ggling
about in his seat.
CRAI G
Listen... | knowthis is not the

best nonment to tell you this but...
we are forced to cut back on the
nunber of clients we represent at

t he agency and. ..
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o ELI SABETH
OneO? Who is OneO?
CRAI G
Wl |l you know... CRAIG SILVER
MANAGEMENT.
ELI SABETH
Sorry what Gs your nane agai n?
CRAI G
What ?
. ELI SABETH
What Gs your nane?
. CRAI G
COmon. . . Li zzie
. ELI SABETH
What Gs your fucki ng nane?
CRAI G
Craig Silver-

A beat on his contrite face. W hear the door slamviolently

EXT. AVENUE - DAY

Eli sabeth is at the wheel of her car.

We can al nost hear the billion thoughts firing through her
m nd, knocki ng back and forth.

She's speeding along a road lined with pal mtrees.

The noise of the traffic seens to be getting | ouder and
| ouder.

She drives past a big billboard flaunting her photo:

W TH TOOTHBRI TE

YOU GOT | T!

She turns her head, trying to see the new bill board that
are putting up in her plac-

VWHAM 'l A car hurties ri ght out of a crossroad and
SMASHES straight into her car. The w ndow expl ode as the car
spins violently, tires screeching against the asphalt.
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| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 10

Elisabeth is in the ER

She's sitting on the side of a bed wearing a di sposabl e paper
hospital gown tied up in the back, with her legs dangling in
front of her. A slew of x-rays are on a backlit x-ray viewer.

A DOCTOR cones in acconpani ed by a YOUNG MALE NURSE.

_ DOCTOR
Vell itGs your |ucky day Ms.
Sparkl e! WOve X-rayed you from
head to toe and thereGs not even as
much as a cracked nolar. So youOre
good to go!

The young nmal e nurse hands hima file. The nurse is wearing a
surgi cal mask that only allows us to see his piercing eyes of
an extreme azure bl ue.

He appears to be stunningly handsone.

El i sabeth is in her own distant and nuted bubble while the
doctor goes over her file, checking everything for the |ast
time and signing off on the paperwork.

DOCTOR (CONTOD)
...vaccinations...ok... not
currently on any nedication... By
the way ny wife is a huge fan...
bl god type... date of birth... oh,
itGs your birthday happy birthd-

He doesn®t have tinme to finishb Elisabeth bursts into tears.

Long beat on Elisabeth, hunched over and shaken by hi ccups as
she sobs.

ELI SABETH
_(nuttering to herself)
ItOs over. ..

The doctor | ooks at her, unconfortable.

B ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
ItGCs all over...

A |l ong awkward beat .

Beep beep - the doctor glances at his beeper clipped to his
bel t.

DOCTOR
(relieved for the excuse
to get away)
An energency, | have to run.
Have a good... euh ... bye.
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He | eaves. Elisabeth remains sitting on the exam nation
t abl e.

After a long nonment, she wipes the tears fromher face and is
about to stand u-

MALE NURSE (O S.)
One nonent.

She turns around, surprised to see that the nurse is stil
there. H's striking, piercing blue eyes |ooking out from
behi nd hi s nask.

. MALE NURSE (CONTOD)
ThereGs just one |ast examto
perform

_ ELI SABETH
h? DdnQ he say | was good to g-

He separates the open flaps of her paper hospital gown and
pl aces his stethoscope on her back.

Wi | e he noves the stethoscope around her back, we notice
that he has a small strawberry birthmark on his forearm

W hear noi ses comng frominside her body, anplified by the
i nstrument: Boom boom .. boom boom ..boom boom ..

H s hands start to pal pate al ong her backbone, the fingers of
his latex gloves following the Iength of the prom nent
vertebrae, stopping and pal pating each vertebra with great
attention, as if his probing fingers were neasuring the

resi stance of her spinal col um.

El i sabeth is taken aback by this unusual exam..

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
Is there a problem..?

MALE NURSE
(still focusing on her
spi ne) )
No itOs perfect, youOe a good

candi dat e.
_ (catching hinself)
| On nmean, youOre good to go.

He goes to the coat rack to take her coa- the coat rack sways
and falls to the floor. Qops, sorry let ne get that... he
rummages anong the coats and finally picks up her yell ow coat
whi ch he pl aces on her | ap.

MALE NURSE (CONTOD)
Have a good day. | wi sh you the
best .

He | eaves and Elisabeth is left there, in silence.
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Confused by what just happened.

Just the noise of the sw nging doors Thunp-clonp, thunp-
clonp, which finally cone to a stop

EXT. HOSPITAL. - DAY

El i sabeth wal ks out of the hospital. A beat to breathe in the
fresh air.

An ear-splitting chorus of car horns and traffic.

She puts her hands in her coat pockets as if to confort
hersel f.

She frowns, feeling something inside her pocket.

She takes her hand out, holding... a folded paper packet wth
sonet hing inside. She unfolds it and finds a USB stick, which
she is manifestly discovering for the very first tine.

Witten down on the back of the stick:
THE SUBSTANCE

Scribbl ed on the crunpl ed piece of paper: At changed ny
life.O

She takes a nonent to look at the USB stick am dst the racket
caused by the traffic..

MANGS VO CE (O.S.)
...Lizzie??... Lizzie Sparkle??

She | ooks up: A RATHER UNPREPOSSESSI NG LOOKI NG MAN i n his
fifties, with just a crown of hair left on his bal ding head,
is looking at her with a wide smle on his face as he adjusts
his gl asses on his nose.

_MAN
OM5 | canO believe it!

An enbarrassed silence, she visibly doesn't recognize him

MAN (CONTOD)
...Fred from 10t h grade honeroomn

She wi dens her eyes, naking us understand that time has not
been kind to him..

ELI SABETH
.Oh... Fred...of course...

He passes his hand over his bald head.

11

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022 - 14 -



...Sc 11

FRED
Yeah... baldness runs in the famly
- no escaping it.
ELI SABETH
Ch no, thatGs not what | nea...
FRED
You, however, haven't changed!
YouOe still the nost beautiful

girl in the whole w de world! |Cve
foll onwed your career, what a
success! Ww wow WOW

She smles without |etting anything show.

...Creepy.

FRED (CONTOD)
And the funny thing is ny nom used
to buy your toothpaste. So every
tinme | went hone for Christmas, |
woul d t hi nk about you when |
brushed ny teeth.

_ ELI SABETH
Ch, thatGs. ..

. FRED
SheGs dead now.

Ataxi pulls up in front of them

_ FRED (CONTOD) B
Ch thatGs for nme. Hey! Wiy donQ we
go out for a drink sone tinme now
t hat weOve O econnect edO?!

ELI SABETH
Ch uh... 1Omkind of...

. FRED .
Ch, IOnstupid... of course youOe
super busy. ..

ELI SABETH
(being polite)
But why donQt you give nme your

card... you never know

. FRED. ]
Ch! 1Onnot a CcardO type of guy
but. ..

He rummages t hrough his pockets and takes out a pen and sone
sheets of paper with what are visibly nedical test results.

THE SUBSTANCE -
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FRED (CONTOD)
What do we have here... ok this
will do.
(he scribbles on one of
t he sheets)
Pl ease donQ | ook at mny chol esterol
| evels, theyOre a disaster..

He rips off the end of the paper with his nunber witten on
it... and it flies off and |lands in a puddle of mrky water.

FRED (CONTOD)
Ch Cod. ..
(clunsily picking it up
and wiping it) .
Programmer Gs hands... ArenQ rmuch
good away fromthe keyboard!

The taxi honks. He slaps the paper into E isabethCs hand.

_ FRED (CONTOD)
Now youQve got it!

He chuckl es, proud of his joke and junps into the taxi as he
m nes the tel ephoning gesture: Ccall nme!O

| NT. ELI SABETHOS APARTVENT / LIVI NG ROOM - END OF AFTERNOON

El i sabeth is standing in front of an oversized picture w ndow
with a magnificent view of the city in a spacious, elegantly
decorated |iving room

Hangi ng on the wall opposite the windowis a huge full-length
framed poster of her. She's sporting a sexy pose in a blue
| eotard with a big conquering smle on her face.

A bouquet of flowers still wapped in plastic sits on the
table. On the snmall card attached we read: "Thank you for al
these years with us. You were anazing!". The word "were"

seens to stand out |ike a punch in the face.

El i sabeth plugs the USB stick into her tel evision screen and
sits on the couch.

AN ENTI RELY BLACK SCREEN

After a nonment, a MALE VOCE : it is deep and sl ow.
Underneath a very slight, alnost inaudible crackling sound.

Have you ever dreant of a better version of yourself?
The screen remains conpletely black as the voice continues:

W are nerely the expression of a genetic code that freezes
at a precise nonent.

But your DNA conceals billions of other possibilities.

12
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| nside of you, there is another you. O should | say,
billions of other Oyous.O
One single injection unlocks your DNA starting a new
cellular division, that will rel ease anot her version of
your sel f.
Younger. More beautiful. Mre perfect.

This is...

The title appears full screen at the sane tine as the voice
pronounces:

THE SUBSTANCE

A long silent beat over the title.

It then disappears. Silent beat on the BLACK screen.
And at long last, an inmage...

A yellow ball (like blu tack) upon a white surface
(high angle top shot like in a | ab denonstration).

You are the matri x.
The ball is slightly dented and irregul ar.

Two mal e hands enter the frane and start slowy pulling on a
section of the blu tack ball.

Everyt hi ng conmes from YQOU.

The hand pulls... and pulls... until the piece detaches
itself fromthe original ball.

And everything IS you.

THE HAND ROLLS THE NEW Pl ECE TO FORM A PERFECTLY ROUNDED
SECOND BALL WHI CH NOW SI TS NEXT TO THE ORI G NAL, THAT I N
CONTRAST SEEMS ALL THE MORE | MPERFECT.

This is sinply... a better version of yourself.

Each hand presents one ball on its open palm

You just have to share.

The left hand cl oses over the left ball making it disappear.

One week for one.
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Bef ore re-opening while closing the other hand.
And one week for the other.

Bot h hands re-open. Silent beat on the two snmall balls side
by si de.

A perfect bal ance of 7 days each.

The one and only thing not to forget...

YOU ARE ONE

BACK TO THE TWD BALLS.

YOU CANQ ESCAPE FROM YOURSELF

The two hands slamthe two balls together- SMACK!

THE VI DEO ENDS

El i sabeth remains still for a nonment, watching the screen in
si | ence.
She then renoves the USB stick, heads into the kitchen... and

throws it into the trash can
BLACK
A nmuffled, distorted noise as if we were underwater. ..

FADE | N:

| NT. COCKTAI L LOUNGE BAR - N GHT

EXTREME CLOSE UP SHOT OF AN QLI VE FLOATI NG i nside a
transparent |iquid.

The olive is suddenly pierced by a wooden toothpick in a
muf fl ed, distorted sound, |like a heart pierced by a sword,
pi eces of its slashed flesh floating in the |iquid.

Back to a nedi um shot which shows the olive swimmng inside a
Martini glass... Wich Elisabeth brings to her lips... and
enpties in one gulp... before putting the enpty glass down...
next to the two others on the bar counter in front of her.

In a wide shot we discover that she is sitting at a bar, a
cosy speak-easy type cocktail | ounge.

The nood is dark and classy, blanketed with bl ack-vel vet
surfaces and jazz nusic.

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022 - 18 -



14A

14B

14C

...Sc 13

She gl ances around, |ooking at the different couples hidden
in the al coves on dark couches...

1tCs | ate.

SheCs al one.

She signals the barman to serve her another drink.

| NT. APARTMVENT / LIVING ROOM - N GHT 14A

THE Bl G FRAMED PHOTO OF ELI SABETH SMLING in the living room
pl unged i n darkness.

The sound of sonebody throw ng up.
On the table, the roses are now wilted, asphyxiated in their
pl astic prison.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT 14B

Fromthe dark |ong corridor, we can see Elisabeth kneeling
over the toilet.

She stands up and goes to the sink. Splashes water on her
face, then carelessly wipes it with a towl naking her makeup
run; she stares for a nonent at her reflection in the mrror.
The bl ack Iines of mascara running down her cheeks nmake her

| ook even nore |ike a sad cl own.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 14C

in front of the big picture wi ndow. She
stays there looking at the city |ights.

The lights continue to shine. The world continues to spin.
Wt hout her.

Her eyes dart back and forth between different objects and
keepsakes lined up on the edge of the window sill. An Gscar
has pride of place anong the other statues and awards, franmed
phot os and souvenirs where we see her smling surrounded by
vari ous peopl e.

She picks up a snow globe with a small figurine version of
hersel f inside. The tiny figurine stands on a small pink
star, a replica of the Hollywod Wl k of Fane.

She shakes the gl obe: golden confetti floats around inside

the liquid, creating a nagical golden rain around Elisabeth's
figurine replica.
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15A

...SCc 14C

A suspended nonent on the sparkling confetti |ingering
wei ghtl essly...

Al'l of a sudden, Elisabeth turns around and hurls the gl obe
with all her strength against the wall: BAM!! The gl obe
smashes and shatters into pieces against the franed poster,
splattering everything in the process.

The smling face on the poster is now dribbling the sliny,
transparent liquid;, the glass is cracked right over one of
her eyes, as if she had gotten punched in the face.

El i sabeth grabs the wilted flowers fromthe table, heads to
t he kitchen and...

INT. KITCHEN - N GHT 14D

throws themin the trash can
BLACK
A long silent beat.

CLACK - LOW ANGLE SHOT FROM I NSI DE THE TRASH CAN WH CH OPENS
AGAIN- revealing ElisabethGCs face framed by the black can

She | eans over, sticks her hand inside the bl ack bucket. ..

and retrieves the USB stick, covered in sticky residue.

| NT. BEDROOM NI GHT 15A

El i sabeth sits on the side of her bed on the phone, lit only
by the small bedside | anp whose soft glow lights her face.

The sound of the line ringing. Slow Regular. The line
crackles slightly.

After nunerous rings, sormeone finally picks up the phone.
A nonment of silence.

Then a mascul i ne voi ce, deep and cavernous:

Yes?

The sound of heavy breathing on the other end of the |ine.
El i sabeth hesitates, then finally junps in:

. ELI SABETH
I like to... order?

A beat. Then the deep, terse, deadpan voi ce:

Addr ess?
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16

17

...Sc 15A
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
1057 North Beverly Drive.
Pl ease note: 35 North Byron Alley. (TBD)

Caught unprepared, she grabs a pen and scribbles the address
on the pal mof her hand.

The |i ne goes dead.
El i sabeth remains for a nmonment w thout noving on her bed.

BLACK

| NT. BEDROOM / CORRI DCR - DAY 15B

A steady whirring sound that grows | ouder and | ouder..

Bits of |light appear and di sappear... Elisabeth opens her
eyes with a start.

She realizes that she fell asleep on her bed still dressed.
SheGs dazzled by the sunlight that floods her bedroom

She sits up and swi ngs her |egs over the side of the bed...
ouch... a maj or hangover.

She wal ks down the hal | way draggi ng her feet where A CLEANI NG
LADY IN HER FIFTIES is running the vacuum

ELI SABETH
Hell o Mari a.
_ MARI A
Hel | o MaCam
| NT. SHOANER. DAY 16

H SSSSSSSSSSSS TOP SHOT OF THE PONERFUL JET OF WATER sprayi ng
El i sabeth's head and back, flattening her hair, water
stream ng down her nunb body. She | ooks up and the jet slowy
washes away the traces of makeup on her face.

CUT TGO

| NT. KITCHEN / LIVING ROOM - DAY 17

S| SSSSSSSSS - AN EFFERVESCENT ASPI RIN TABLET drops into a
gl ass of water.

El i sabeth sits at the kitchen table, wearing a white terry
cl ot h bat hrobe.

The bubbles rise to the surface of the gl ass.
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In the background in the living room we see Maria vacuum ng
slowy, crossing the frane in a straight line fromleft to
right.... then fromright to left... like a small foosbal
figurine noving straight in its axis.

El i sabet h pi cks up the newspaper that has been dropped on the
table with the mail, and quickly leafs through it.

She can®x hel p but take a quick | ook at the classified ads...
where she di scovers the casting call to replace her

A noment to regroup... then she throws the paper into the
and sifts through the rest of her mail -
advertising fliers, a fewbills... and stops on a white

envel ope with her address witten by hand. The envel ope is
sealed with an OGSO on the back. No stanmp, no postmark, as if
soneone had dropped it off there.

El i sabet h opens the envel ope, and finds enclosed a white
plastic card that is sinply marked: 503.

She | ooks at the back of the card: nothing.

She stares at the card for a nonent... then at the pal m of
her hand with the address al nost entirely erased by her
shower .

I n the background, the excruciatingly insistent noise of the
vacuum cl eaner

18A EXT. STREET (ELI SABETH AREA). DAY 18A

W follow Elisabeth frombehind with a hand-held canera as
she wal ks down the street.

Her nmustard yellow coat is a spot of color that keeps us
riveted to her and her gait.

18B EXT. STREET (LESS N CE STREET). DAY 18B

Still follow ng Elisabeth from behind as she wal ks (her
surroundings are a little |l ess pl easant)

19A EXT. AVENUE / DEPOSIT BU LDING (SKID RON . DAY 19A

El i sabeth arrives at the given address: on the avenue, a
smal | seedy netal shutter door wi thout any signs or
nanepl at es.

Just a small magnetic card reader on the side of the door

She waves her card and the shutter starts to rise...then gets
stuck, hal fway open. She waves her card at it again but the
shutter remains half shut. She | ooks around... before
crouching down to pass under the shutter..
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19C

20

...SCc 19B

INT. DEPOSIT / LONG NARROW CORRI DOR - DAY 19B

SheGs now in a | ong narrow decrepit hallway. On the ot her
side of the shutter door, a notification flyer froma pest
control conpany

N ce. .

She goes down the long corridor..., which |leads to...

| NT. DEPOSIT / LOBBY 19C
...a small, wi ndow ess |obby, harshly lit with neon |ights,

with letter boxes, |ike post office boxes, on the wall.

El i sabeth scans the letter boxes... One at the bottomis

mar ked 207... and then anot her box, higher up, is marked 503.
She waves her card to unlock her letter box. BEEP.

CUT TGO

| NT. APARTMENT / LI'VING ROOM - END OF THE DAY 20

A CARDBQARD BOX MARKED 503 sits on the coffee table.
Everything is nowtidy and silent in the apartnent.
El i sabeth sits on the couch, |ooking at the parcel.

She finally opens the box and starts taking out what she
finds inside. She |ays everything out on the table.

A small yellow fluorescent vial upon which is witten:

ACTI VATOR
(single use/discard after use)

A plastic kit containing elenents that | ook |ike needles and
syringes with the | abel:

STABI LI ZER
ot her self

Sonet hi ng whi ch woul d appear to ook like a sewing Kkit:
surgi cal scissors. Conpresses. Surgical thread. Disinfectant.

A transparent perfusion pipe with a | abel marked SW TCH.

And two transparent perfusion bags filled with a thick yell ow
liquid upon which are witten:
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...SC

FOOD FOOD

MATRI X OTHER SELF
----------- 7 S
----------- 6 e 6
----------- 5 S
----------- 4 Y}
----------- 3 eeeeeo-o- 3
----------- 2 e 2
----------- 1 S
- --SWTCH - - - --SWTCH--

At the bottomof the box, a small white note card with
instructions and i cons:

CYQU ACTI VATEE - only once (intravenous)
CYQU STABI LI ZEE - everyday (intranuscul ar)

CYOU SWTCHE - every 7 days without exception. She turns the
card over and reads the inscription on it:

REMEMBER YOU ARE ONE

A nonment on the equi pnment spread out on the coffee table.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT

El i sabet h, naked, faces her bathroommrror.

She | ooks at the sight the mrror reflects back at her
wi t hout cl ot hi ng and makeup.

Her breasts. Her belly. Her face.

She slides her hand over her beauty mark with its singul ar
shape next to her belly button.

She's still a very beautiful woman but doesn't seem happy by
what she sees. W can sense a hidden angui sh. Cenerali zed.
| mense.

Basically she's just aging... and everything and everyone
around her |eads her to believe it is the end of the world.
The end of her worl d.

As she | ooks at her reflection in the mrror, we hear the
manCs deep resonating voi ce:
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...Sc 21A

You are the matri x.

On the side of the sink, the equipnent is carefully placed
upon a small silver tray.

Everyt hi ng conmes from YQU.
And everything IS YOU.

She picks up the syringe and fills it with the fluorescent
yellow liquid fromthe small ACTI VATOR vi al .

This is sinply... a better version of yourself.
She | ooks at herself in the mrror again.
Then she takes the tourniquet strap provided with her kit.

She nmakes a tourniquet on her arm which she tightens with
her teeth.

She disinfects her armwith a cotton pad soaked in al cohol.
She taps her forearmto find a vein.

W can sense she's nervous. She ends up taking a deep breath,
sinks the needle into the vein and slowy enpties the
contents of the syringe.

She waits for a few nonments, tensed.

Not hi ng happens.

A beat. She breathes in deeply.

Still nothing.

She sighs... This is bullshi-

She turns away fromthe mrror and everything suddenly starts
spi nning. She falls...

BAM head first against the floor tiles. 21B
She's folded in two on the floor, violent abdom nal pains
shooti ng straight through her stomach. The pain is

excruci ati ng.

Her skin seens to cone alive all of a sudden. As if sonething
were growi ng and novi ng underneath it.

She starts to sweat. Her eyes fill with sheer terror.
The pain is now unbear abl e.

The growth under her skin.
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Sounds grow nuffled. As if she were hearing inside of
hersel f. There is sonething noving... evolving..
Extrene close up of her pupil dilating...
. Def orm ng. ..
.DIVIDI NG | TSELF I NTO TWD i nside her iris...

She curls up into a foetal position under the unbearable
pai n.

Her eye rolls upwards and for a noment we fleetingly see... A
SECOND EYE I NSI DE THE CAVITY before it di sappears behind t he
ocul ar gl obe. .

On her back, her skin deforns itself and then starts rippling
i ke waves, as if something strange were noving inside of
her .

The skin covering her spine starts to crack... and split
open. Under the opening skin... we see a SECOND SPI NE. .

As if ANOTHER BODY were | ocked up inside her own body.
The skin parts in two and | ets THE SECOND BODY APPEAR

The sound is muffled, her pupil dilates |ike a black hole, a
ringing noi se creeps up in her ears, grow ng nore and nore
deaf eni ng. . .

W enter her pupil, a tunnel of fluorescent |ight noving at
full speed towards a snmall white spot which grows bigger and

bi gger with AvaZI NG SPEED. . .

BLACK
21C Si | ence. 21C
A |l ong beat.

Very | ong beat.

O silence.

And dar kness.

And suddenlvy.

The sublimnal shot of a heart on fire, blazing.
Boom BOOM .. Boom BOOM .. Boom BOOM . .

The image returns, slowy but surely.
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Flickering like the batting of eyelids...

Slowy coming back to life..

At first we only see white tiles.

W soon realize that this is Elisabeth's POV, waking up on
}ggugéfhroon1floor. Her vision is blurry, she is trying to

She turns to the other side and sees...

El i sabeth... lying on her back, unconscious on the white
tiles.
?

If Elisabeth is |lying dowmn on the ground in front of her...
Who is she??

Her POV: She lifts up her hand into her field of vision. The
nerve network is still being constructed naking its bl ue
veins bul ge slightly. The edges of her fingernails perspire a
m xture of fluid and bl ood.

She heads towards the sink and faces the steanmed up mrror.
She attenpts to focus. She wipes the mirror with her hand to
t ake the condensation away and discovers... A MAGN Fl CENT
YOUNG WOVAN | N HER TVENTIES. .. perfectly fornmed... incredibly
beautiful ... and young.

Her features are different fromE isabethOs, but there is a
distant famly resenbl ance.

She | ooks conpl etely dazed.

Al the sounds are muffled as if she were in cotton wool. As
if she can hear the inside of her body.

She approaches the mrror to | ook at her eye. She pulls down
her lower eyelid: inside of her iris, traces of yellow
fluorescent pignent are resorbing and formng a few snal |
irregul ar yell ow stains.

She slides her hand over her face, her hard nipples, filled
with life... Super hard pointy nipples |ike when she was
twenty.

She notices that her singular beauty mark is now on her right
breast, while her tumy is unbl em shed.

She turns to one side, exaggerates the curve of her back upon

whi ch her 1ong hair cascades down... |ike a Venus energing
fromthe water... a creature of alnost supernatural beauty.
She | ooks down... and sees her old self lying on the floor.

The matri x.
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...Sc 21A

SheCs lying still, her eyes frozen, staring into enptiness...
...in a puddle of fluid and bl ood.

The matri xGs back al ong her spine shows the traces of a sl ot-
| i ke opening, already half closed.

As if the shock of this vision were too violent for her,
everyt hing spins and she throws up a yellow, fluorescent
liquid on the white tiled floor.

She then tries to get ahold of herself... the matrix is pale
and canQ seemto breathe anynore.

She opens up the sewing kit and forces herself to get it 21D
together. She starts sewing up the slit in Elisabeth' s back

The needl e and thread start suturing the huge wound al ong her
spi ne. ..

Once the suturing is finished, she picks up the perfusion bag
upon which is witten:"FOO MATRI X' and sticks the
i ntravenous needle into Elisabeth's arm
A smal|l bubble floats up through the perfusion pipe...
After a beat... the matrix starts breathing again and the
thick yellow liquid begins to enpty very slowy along the
gradation of the plastic bag which indicates

FOOD

MATR X

She sits down on the edge of the bathtub. She's shaking.
Gat hering her thoughts.

The canera tracks back slowy and reveal s them side by side
for the first time together.

The MATRI X is spread out on the tiled floor.
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23

24

25

.Sc 21A

SHE, the "new she,” is sitting on the side of the bathtub.
Now they will have to share..

She stays silent and i nmobile for a noment.

INT. KITCHEN - N GHT 22

NewEl i sabeth at the kitchen table in her bathrobe.

W see her sitting frombehind, perfectly still.

Then we hear her start to make guttural sounds, which run up

and down the scale: bass / treble / bass hhhEhel E

H iii EheeeEl | oEooooE which trigger a coughing fit.

She spits sonething into a napkin: fluorescent yell ow nucus.

She tries again, this tinme her voice is clearer
Hello...hello...hello

OM TTED 23

| NT. BEDROOM - N GHT 24

TOP SHOT on NewEl i sabeth lying in the |large bed, staring at
t he ceiling.

A mllion things are spinning inside her head.

She finally closes her eyes.

After a few nonents, we see her turning over

And over agai n.

After a while, she turns the light on and gets out of bed.
CUT TO

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT 25

The bat hroom | ight swi tches back on, revealing the matrix in
stasis on the floor, who hasn't noved an inch.

NewEl i sabet h | ooks at her for a noment. She then kneel s and
tilts her very carefully to lay her on her back.

She takes a terry towel which she folds in four and gently
pl aces underneath the matri xGOs head.

She readjusts her position to make her confortable. Gently

puts her hair back in place and brings her ear close to her
face to check her breathing.
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27

28A

...Sc 25

Everything is fine. After a beat |ooking dowm at her... she
turns off the |ight again.
BLACK
FADE | N:
| NT/ EXT. BEDROOM W NDOW/ PALM TREE - DAY 26

A SHI NY- LEAVED PALM TREE st andi ng out agai nst the BLUE SKY

| NT. TOP SHOT SHOAER. DAY 27

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS - THE PONERFUL JET OF WATER sprays down the
smal | of NewEl i sabet hGs back, flattening her |long blond hair.

She runs her hands along her waist ... her belly ... her
thighs ... as if to appreciate her new shapes and forns.
| NT. BATHROOM DAY 28A

POV FLOOR LEVEL - naked feet cone out of the shower and wal k
past her former body still in stasis on the bathroomfloor; a
few drops of water |land on the matri x.

She wraps her bat hrobe around her and stands in front of the
mrror. Facing the mrror, her voice is now perfectly clear
and control | ed:

NEW ELI SABETH
... HELLO

Strange feeling discovering her new voi ce.

She starts drying her hair off with a towel. A slight
tinnitus starts buzzing in her ears.

Pi ng.
A drop of blood has just fallen onto the white sink.

NewEl i sabeth brings her hand to her nose and | ooks at the end
of her index finger, which is blood red.

She opens the little door to the cabinet over the sink and
takes out the kit narked:

STABI LI ZER
G her self

The little card reads:
you stabilise

EVERY DAY
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She takes out of the kit: a long puncture needle... and a
sort of plastic tube containing individual, but interlocking,
mni-vials (clipped on the inside) nunbered 1 to 7, nmaking up
t he whol e of a conpartnentalized syringe.

She | ooks at the instruction card... her eyebrows shoot up
when she sees the diagrans, a bit uneasy...

Ping, ping, ping, the drops of blood fall nore quickly and
persistently forcing her to react.

She kneels down next to the matrix and gently turns her onto

her si de.

She approaches the oversized needle... and starts lightly
jabbing the sutured skin... it resists... she pushes with a
bit nore strength... it still resists... she pushes again
and... Swik!... it slides right in.

Extrenely concentrated while trying to ignore the piercing
tinnitus that never stops, her eyes watch the | ong puncture
needl e that progressively sinks into the spinal col um.

The needle all the way in, she clips on the series of
conpartnentalized vials (formng a barrel) and pulls lightly
on the plunger... progressively draining a transparent liquid
and filling the individual vials.

Once all the vials are filled, she carefully renoves the
needl e, unclips the first vial marked DAY 1 and Swi k! G ves
hersel f an intranuscular injection in the thigh.

HER PUPI L DI LATES - A beat while her body diffuses the
fluid.... the tinnitus dimnishes in intensity... and finally
di sappears.

The bl eedi ng has stopped. EverythingGs ok.

She breathes out to cal mherself

But sheGs distracted by a noi se..

She strains her ears... is it the... sound... of...

A KEY | N THE LOCK??!!

After a suspended nmonent where everything freezes, her mnd
processing the information...

28B ...she rushes down the hallway towards the opening door and 28B
throws all her weight against it, violently slamm ng it back
shut on the person who was trying to get in. She double | ocks
t he door. CLICK- CLACK

After a beat to collect her wits, she | ooks through the

peephol e and di scovers: MARI A her bag toppled over on the
fl oor, not understandi ng what has just happened...
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29

30

...SCc 28A

NewEl i sabet hGs thoughts are racing. NewEl i sabet h rumages
t hrough her coat pocket, takes out her phone and wites a
t ext nessage.

She | ooks through the peephole. Ping. Maria takes out her
cell phone and reads the nessage... frowns, |ooks surprised,
but finally picks up her things and | eaves.

Rel i eved, NewEl i sabeth | ets go of the peephol e cover.

SHLI CK. .

I NT. FRIDGE - DAY

The fridge door opens. NewEl i sabeth puts in the tube
containing the six remaining doses of Stabilizer.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

NewEl i sabeth, in panties and t-shirt, faces the picture
wi ndow over| ooki ng the city.

She turns around and | ooks at the big framed photo of
El i sabeth hanging on the wall, frozen in her blue | eotard and
i nperturbable smle.

She goes to stand in the mddle of the room
A beat standing conpletely still.

Then, perfectly straight on her central axis, she starts
sliding her two legs apart... her feet slowy sliding in
opposite directions on the hardwood floor... even nore, until
she isin afull split with what seens to be disconcerting
ease.

Her knee no | onger troubles her in the |east.

She then turns into a straddle split position and | eans her
torso forward, easily reaching the floor with her nose, arns
ext ended.

LOW ANGLE SHOT of the poster of Elisabeth on the wall... soon
to be bl ocked out by NewEl i sabet hGs upper body reappearing in
the frame whil e she strai ghtens back up

She |l eans her torso to one side, naking Elisabeth®s sniling

face reappear behind her... then returns to her central axis,
maski ng El i sabethGs face again, before | eaning over to the
other side... like a netrononme covering and uncoveri ng

El i sabet hGs inmage to the rhythm of her stretching routine.

28C

28D

29

30
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33

34A

34B

...Sc 31

EXT. STREET (ELISABETH AREA) - DAY 31

W foll ow NewEl i sabet h from behind, walking in the street.
Her mustard yell ow coat pulled tightly around her waist, but
the coat is nowtoo big for her new, thinner and sl ender
frame, giving her a shapel ess sil houette.

Her step is unsteady, very nuch aware of all the surroundi ng
sensory stimuli. The air on her skin. The wind in her hair.
The sound of her steps on the pavenent.

Everyt hi ng seens sharper. Hei ght ened.

CUTr TGO

|/E. SHOP WNDOW/ STREET - DAY 32

POV FROM I NSI DE A STORE - NewEl i sabeth is standing in front
of a shop wi ndow and | ooki ng at sonething off screen.

W track back to gradually revea

... THE PERFECT ASS OF A PLASTIC MANNEQUIN, nolded in a
FLASHY PINK | eotard and frozen in a sensual hip sway position
with its hand on its hip.

A nonment on the mannequi nGs perfect ass in the foreground...
then on NewEl i sabeth in the background who | ooks at her

pl astic counterpart for a long nonent... before di sappearing
fromthe screen as she enters the shop.

EXT. STREET (SHOP EXIT) - DAY 33

W foll ow NewEl i sabet h agai n from behind as she wal ks down
the street, now wearing a pink and white varsity jacket, a
pl eated m niskirt and white sneakers. A sports bag over her
shoul der.

Her long hair undulates in rhythmw th her steps. Her walk is
now nore assured, swaying.

And with this outfit, which highlights her new sil houette,
heads start to turn as she wal ks by. ..

34A

oM TTED 34B
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| NT. DANCE STUDI O / CASTI NG ROOM - DAY 35

The slender legs of a girl in the foreground through which we
see a snall desk in the background, where the CASTI NG

DI RECTOR and his ASSI STANT are sitting next to a small canera
on a tripod.

. CASTI NG DI RECTOR
WA | let you know by next week.

G R .
Thank you so much... 10mjust DYING
to get the part...

The | egs wal k of f screen.

A nonent of silence - wide shot. The two nen behind their
desk like two frozen points.

ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Great dancer.

A beat .

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Too bad her boobs arenQ in the
m ddl e of her face instead of that
nose.

A beat. Then the other guy gives a grunt of approval.

ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
NEXT!

Still focused on them we hear the door that opens and
cl oses, footsteps...

The two nen | ook up:

A beat where their faces are frozen, as if sonething took
their breath away... and the canera slowy pulls back to
reveal . ..

AN ASS, frozen in the sanme sexy sway, hand on her hip and
wearing the same FLASHY PI NK LEOTARD as the nmannequin in the
store window... except this time itGs a human ass.

NewkEl i sabet hGs perfectly formed ass.
CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Looks i ke everything sure is in
the right place this tine..
ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Pl ease say your
nane/ age/ measur enent s

NewEl i sabeth is caught by surprise. Her m nd goes bl ank.
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ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR (CONTOD)
(alittle |ouder)
Nane??
The canera travels up her long |legs...

) NEW ELI SABETH (O S.)
1 Om ..

...spirals around her slender wai st and keeps traveling al ong
the arch of her back...

CLOSE- UP ON THE ROUND, BLACK LENS OF THE SVALL DV CAMERA t hat
is staring right at her |ike a conmpound eye. ..

3 NEW ELI SABETH (Q S.) (CONTOD)
1 Om ..

(The little red dot flashes...)

...and the canera arrives on her face, her eyes sparkling as
she | ooks straight into the camera and says:

EE;I~J [EE 36

BACK TO THE DV | MAGE THAT FREEZES PAUSED ON SUEGS FACE

Sonet hing instantly happens on screen.
She has an incredi bl e presence.

72777777777 THE HANDI CAM | MAGE REW NDS and PLAYS again in a
tighter shot on her nmagnetic face that pierces the screen.

) SUE
|Gm .. SUE

7777777777 THE | MAGE REW NDS AGAI N AND GOES EVEN MORE Tl GHT
ON HER SPARKLI NG EYES.

SUE (CONTOD)
. SUE.

727777777777 THE | NAGE REW NDS AND PLAYS EVEN CLCSER ON HER
LUSC QUS, CURVED LI PS.

VWH CH REPEAT - W THOUT ANY SOUND THI S TI ME

SUE (MJTE) (CONTOD)
.SUE...SUE...SUE ..
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| NT. HARVEYOS OFFI CE - DAY 37

The shot w dens and we discover that we are nowin a |arge
of fice where the CLOSE-UP I MAGE OF SUECS LIPS is nultiplied
on a wall of screens.

Sue is standing in the mddle of the roomwhile we hear a
t hundering voice fromafar:

HARVEY (O S.)
WHERE | S SHE ??... WHERE |'S SHE 27!

Harvey charges into the room followed by THREE YOUNG MEN I N
SU TS, and stops dead in his tracks... his eyes bright...
ecstatic as if in front of a nystical revelation:

HARVEY (CONTOD)
WHAT. . .

He takes her hand and nakes her spin slowy |ike a snal
figurine.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
... A GORGEOQLS. ..

Makes her sit facing his desk.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
... LITTLE ANGEL.

He flops into his huge | eather arncthair behind his desk.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
Wiy on earth did nobody tell me
earlier about your existence? A lot
of people are going to get fired
for that believe ne...

Sue, laughing flirtatiously... cheerfully soaks up the
conplinments, savoring all this new flattering attention
surroundi ng her.

Harvey lights a cigarette. EXTREME CLOSE-UP on the flane
whi ch sets the tobacco abl aze |i ke a furnace.

N HARVEY (CONTOD)
A1l be brief.

He snaps his Zippo lighter shut - CLING

HARVEY (CONTOD)
Prino: youOre hired.

A puff of snoke exhal ed fromhis nouth.
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HARVEY (CONTOD)
Segundo: we want sonething in your
i mage: BEAUTI FUL and HAPPY. Peopl e
want to be happy.

The enbers of his cigarette |ight up again.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
Tertio_: WOe airing in tw weeks.
So letOs get to work. 11 let you

organi ze everything else with ny
assistant....

(he snaps his fingers
several tines, as if
trying to renenber her
nane)

A voi ce echoes off screen.

FEMALE VO CE (O S.)
| sabel | a.

The canera pans qui ckly towards | SABELLA (25/30) who is
totally silent...then quickly pans back towards Harvey

HARVEY
(frowning, as if suddenly
di st ur bed) .
Y S ? HUh? | donQ have tine

i
for that! LetGCs make it G ndy. ItGs
shorter. Better. 101 let you
organi ze everything else with
G ndy.

As heGs about to get up, Sue holds himback with a gesture.

SUE
Ch... before you go...
HARVEY
Yes princess?
SUE
| just have to nention... a snal

schedul i ng i ssue.
Harvey's eyes change slightly..
SUE (CONTOD)

| will need to be out of town every
ot her week. ..

(a beat) .
...to take care of ny nother whoGs
very sick.

Harvey | ooks at her fixedly:
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HARVEY R
Listen to nme very carefully Ccause
| donQ think youOve heard ne.

He cones over right next to her face, speaking very slowy:

HARVEY (CONTOD) N
| WANT YQU for this show So wed |
or gani ze around what ever not her,
brot her, fucking sick dog or rabbit
you need to take care of.

He stands and stares at her, his eyes sparkling.
HARVEY (CONTOD)
Corgeous and with a pure heart.
Peopl e are gonna LOVE that!

He crushes his cigarette out in the big crystal ashtray.
H SSSSSSS

MONTAGE SEQUENCE BEG NS t o RUNAROUND SUE by Dion blasting at
top vol une:

EXT. STREET (FULL GAM & POP) - DAY 38

SUE FROM BEH ND WALKI NG DOMN THE STREET - there is a full
assurance in her swaying gait, she exudes a new ound
confidence. Heads turn outright as she passes by.

| NT. FRI DGE/ KI TCHEN - DAY 39A

VI EWFROM I NSI DE THE FRI DGE - the door opens revealing the
puncture syringe and five vials - SueGs hand grabs it.

| NT. BATHROOM 39B

SUECS HANDS UNCLIP A NEW VI AL fromthe syringe barrel and
SWK! She gives herself an intranmuscular injection in the
t hi gh.

CLACK the enpty vial falls into the trash can where there are
now 4 ot her enpty vials.

INT. LI'VING ROOM 40

SUECS HAND SI GNI NG CEl i sabet hO on a note where we can read:
Had to go abroad unexpectedly... this wll cover the rest of
the year... thank you for everything...QO Sitting at the
kitchen table, Sue puts the note and cash in an envel ope on
whi ch she wites: MARI A
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INT. WALK-1N CLOSET - DAY 41A

POV FROM I NSI DE A WALK- I N CLOSET/ SHLACK! ELI SABETHOS WHOLE
WARDROBE |'S PUSHED TO EI THER SIDE OF THE CLOSET | N ONE SHARP
CGESTURE, revealing Sue in the mddle, who hangs up her new,
brightly col ored cl ot hing.

| NT. BEDROOM DAY 41B

SUEGS MANI CURED HAND unwr aps a new phone. She chooses LQU S
PRI MA - When youOre smiling - for the ringtone, and puts the
PI NK t el ephone down next to ElisabethGs GOLD phone.

| NT. APARTMVENT CORRIDOR / LANDI NG DAY 42

POV THROUGH THE PEEPHCLE | ooki ng out the front door: MARI A
reads the note and | ooks at the cash in the envel ope.
SUECS MANI CURED FI NGER | ets the peephol e cover fall back
down. SHLI CK

| NT. BEDROOM DAY 43

A BEDSHEET MADE OF POADER PI NK SATIN, flies above the bed,
repl acing the previous white cotton sheet. The shimering
fabric slowy falls back down towards the canera as Sue |lets
hersel f fall back agai nst the powder pink satin which | ooks
like the inside of a jewelry box.

TOP SHOT which tracks up SueGs feet... legs... belly... in
OVERLAY THE GRADATI ONS MARKED ON THE | .V BAG which is slowy
enptying... while the nmusic progressively fades until it is
no | onger heard.

CUT TGO
| NT. LIVING ROOM - N GHT 44

An ORANGE AND GOLDEN DRAGON BREATHES QUT a gigantic flamne.

The frame w dens and we di scover it(s an enbroidery on the
back of a silk dressing gown worn by Sue; we see her from
behi nd, facing the picture wi ndow | ooking at the cityGCs
lights.

In the mddle of the room plunged in darkness, the dragon
seens to be glowing as if synbolizing her newfound strength
and soaring ascent.

A slight tinnitus starts buzzing in her ears...
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| NT. BATHROOM - EVEN NG 45

On the floor, the last drops of liquid are sucked fromthe
matri xGs perfusion bag.

On the bat hroom cabi net shel f, the syringeGs
conpartnental i zed barrel is now enpty, the seven vials have
been used.

Sue | ooks at herself in the mrror.

1tCs time...

She takes the pipe marked SWTCH and | ooks at the card that
reads:

YOUJ SW TCH
every seven day no nmatter what
She takes of f her bat hrobe and kneel s next to Elisabeth.

She | ooks at her for a while... She unclips the enpty IV bag
fromthe intravenous tubing... clips on the end of the snal

pi pe instead... and sticks the needle at the other end of the
pi pe into her own arm

SheGs a little nervous...

She waits... lightly twists and turns the needl e inside her
arm.. After a short nonent, blood starts to run through the
transparent nozzle on one side, and then the other; bl ood
starts to circul ate between the two bodi es.

Little by little, her vision blurs. As if life were |eaving
her body. As if she could feel the cold void of enptiness

i nvade and overwhelmher. As if the world were losing its
colors. And life its very spark.

Al'l of a sudden, everything starts to distort HORRI BLY, her
vision blurs, a H G+ PI TCHED buzzi ng noi se bl asts her
eardruns and. ..

SMACK!I THE TWD BLU TACK BALLS SLAMVED ONE AGAI NST THE OTHER
WHAM She col | apses head first.

BLACK

MOTORCYCLE | MAGERY 46

A beat of silence over a black screen.
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Then THE BLACK STARTS SHAKI NG BECOM NG A DI RTY GRAI NY AND
UNSTABLE | MAGE - where a tiny dot starts quivering in the far
background at the center of the screen while a very weak beat
starts echoi ng: Ba boonEEba boonEEba boonE

The smal | dot grows bigger and bigger... until it takes the
shape of a ghostly notorcycle, |ike a photographic negative,
whi ch hurtles straight towards the canera lens... the only
audi bl e sound is the heartbeat, grow ng |ouder... Ba boom.

ba boom .. ba boom.. the notorcycle hurtles DI RECTLY AT THE
CAMERA at full speed BaBoonmmBaBoom AND IS ON THE

VERGE OF EXPLODI NG AGAI NST THE SCREE. . .

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GAT a7

... and AHAAAAAAAAA! ELI SABETH WAKES UP with a start, in her
ol d body, lying on the bathroom fl oor!

She starts coughing uncontrollably. Like a fish straight out
of the water whose gills have difficulty functioning.

SueCs lifel ess body has coll apsed right on top of her, which
prevents Elisabeth frombreathing. She tries several tines
before finally being able to make her roll over. Elisabeth
stays in place for a nonent, trying to catch her breath.

She renoves the small pipe fromher armand gets up with
difficulty.

She staggers abruptly as if her nuscles were weakened. She
regai ns her bal ance at the very |ast nonment and | eans agai nst
t he si nk.

She | ooks at her reflection in the mrror. She |ooks |like a
trainwmeck. Her nmouth is sticky and dry. Her eyel ashes are
stuck together. She rubs her painful knee and just stands
there for a nonent, head hangi ng down.

She twists and turns to | ook at the scar on her back. The
stitches outline a | ong gash goi ng down her spinal colum
fromher neck all the way to her tail bone.

She puts on her bathrobe. Tightens the belt around her wai st.
She's freezing. As if she were awakening froma heroin shot.
She | ooks down at Sue's body on the floor.

So young.

So perfect.

It's the first tine that she sees her D that she sees
HERSELF... fromthe outside.
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She takes the second IV bag (FOCD / OTHER SELF) fromthe
smal | bat hroom cabi net and sticks it into SueGCs arm
She heads out towards the corridor.

CUT TGO

INT. KITCHEN - N GHT 48

Sl 277777777777 - TWD raw eggs plopped into a frying pan.

El i sabet h nmakes sonething to eat. SheGs super hungry.
The hot oil in the pan nakes a deaf eni ng sound.

The two egg yol ks sizzling next to one another feel like a
strange rem nder

The silent apartment is plunged in darkness.

FROM THE LONG DARK HALLWAY with the doorfrane at the very end
| eading to the bathroom- we see SueGCs body lying inertly on
the tile floor.

IN THE KI TCHEN - Elisabeth eats avidly as if to restore an
ener gy bal ance.

Long silence. Only the small humm ng noise fromthe fridge.
In conparison to the energy she had before when she was Sue,
everyt hing now seens very silent and surrounded by a sluggish
cl oud.

BLACK

FADE | N:

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY 49

THE STILL LIVING ROOM BATHED | N SUNLI GHT, with the big poster
of Elisabeth in her blue |l eotard and inperturbable smle.

| NT. SHOWNER - DAY 50

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS THE PONERFUL JET OF WATER STREAM NG DOM THE
LARGE STITCHES |i ke thorns along ElisabethGs spinal colum.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 51

El i sabeth in her bathrobe at the kitchen table sifts through
the mail where she finds a new white envel ope.

She opens it and takes out a big white note card on which is
witten:

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022 - 42 -



52

53

54

...Sc b1

V& hope you are enjoying your experience with
THE SUBSTANCE

Your two week refill kit has been delivered
to your deposit box

CUT TGO

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Facing the bathroommrror, Elisabeth twists and turns to
| ook at the stitches on her back:

The scar tissue has heal ed. She picks up the surgical pliers
and starts to extract the sutures (slightly painful and
unconfortable). She twists with difficulty and tries to grab
the stitches one by one.

In the white sink, the black thread | ooks |ike spider |egs.
She gathers it all, and throws the threads in the trash can.

She puts scarring creamon the long pink scar.
A phone starts ringing. W follow Elisabeth as she wal ks
t owards the bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

A short beat as she sees the nane of the person calling on
t he phone: HARVEY. She sits down on the bed and picks up the
phone taking on a confident voice.

ELI SABETH
Hel ..

HARVEY (V. Q)
| need you to cone back

El i sabeth straightens slightly all of a sudden. A fleeting
gl ow appears in her eyes.

HARVEY (V. Q)
To enpty your office. Whenever you
want, no rush. This afternoon?
(Wi thout waiting for her
to answer)
G eat, See you then!

He hangs up.

A beat on Elisabeth who remai ns seated on the bed, the big,
pi nk scar covering her back.

52

53

54
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EXT. STREET (ELI SABETH AREA) - DAY

O ack clack clack The sound of heels clicking on the
pavemrent .

W follow Elisabeth from behind as she wal ks, wearing her
nmustard yel | ow coat.

She pulls up her coat collar several tinmes to nmake sure the
scar isnQ visible.

Everyt hi ng seens nore aggressive. The noise of the cars
hi gher pitched. People are even nore in a hurry.

No one turns around as she wal ks by.

Lost in her thoughts.

oM TTED

| NT. STUDI O/ BACKSTAGE CORRIDOR - DAY

Cl ose up on Elisabeth staring fixedly at sonething off
screen.

Fromthe reverse angle we see itOs the | ong backst age.

Al'l her photos which once hung |ike trophi es have since been
t aken down.

A beat on the long corridor, which now seens stark naked.

Harvey appears at the other end, striding towards her,
carrying a big cardboard box in his hands.

HARVEY
Aaaaahh, there's she is!!! Wiere
have you been??! W wanted to al
have a drink for your departure -
sonething big to mark the occasi on.

He dunps the box into her arns.

_HARVEY (CONTOD)
Anyway, | Ove gat hered everything
for you, to save tinme. And we al
chi pped in...
(proudly taking a wapped
gift out of the box)
...we bought you just a little
sonet hing to keep you busy. ..
(MORE?
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B HARVEY (CONTOD)
Youd | open it at hone. 1tGCs
French. My wife swears by it!

(I ooki ng at his watch)
Oops! 10ve got to run! But cone and
visit whenever you like! Wdl
al ways be happy to see youl!

H s excess of enthusiasmstresses the fact that he wants to
get rid of her as soon as possi bl e.

And before she even has tinme to answer, he has already |eft
and di sappeared down the hal |l way.

El i sabeth finds herself standing silently alone on the grey
rug that runs down the mddl e of the enpty corridor

G ug glug glug..

The water fountain right behind her gurgles... as if to
stress how pathetic the whole situation really is..

EXT. STREET (STUDI O AREA) - DAY

El i sabeth wal king with a slightly nore stressed step

EXT. STREET (LESS NI CE STREET) - DAY

El i sabeth, still wal king, her surroundings are a |lot |ess
pl easant .

I NT. DEPOSIT CORRI DOR - DAY

El i sabet h goes down the |ong narrow corridor

INT. DEPCSIT LOBBY - DAY

She waves her card over box 503, BEEP.

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

SueCs figure lying still on the tile in the darkness.

After a nonent, Elisabeth wal ks into the bat hroom and
switches on the Iight.

She steps over Sue and puts a new snmall cardboard box on the

sink. She opens it to find: two new |V bags and seven new
enpty vials clipped together.
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She puts them away in the bat hroom cabi net and cl oses the
m rrored door where she sees her reflection staring back at
her .

She | ooks at Sue lying on the floor.

And the IV bag indicating that there are still 4 nore days to
go. ..
| NT. KITCHEN LI VI NG ROOM - DAY 61

El i sabeth sits at the kitchen table crossing out days on a
nont hl y cal endar in bl ack.

She crosses out seven days in a row... then wites OSUEO in
each of the next seven days... then the sanme thing again
until she has covered the entire nonth.

She | eans the cal endar up against the wall, pensive.

She lightly taps the end of the pen against the table, bored.

She turns on the radio:

...at discount prices! I1tGs fish of the sea nonth at
COSTCO  SUPER COLOSSAL ALASKAN RED KI NG CRAB LEGS are
only $12.99 a pound, so cone on _down and reel in your
catch! HEY BUT WHOOS TH S?! WHOOS WHAT? WHOOS ON TCP
CF TH S? THE ASSURAN-

She switches off the exasperating commercials wth a flick.
She renains seated in her chair for a nonent.

Then she gets up and wal ks into the living room She

di sappears fromthe frane and after a little while we see the
TV turn on in the background.

Staying with the wi de shot, the TV in the background,
spitting out its prograns.

BLACK

The sound of a TV show in the distance slowy gets |ouder.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT 62

GROUND VI EW OF THE BATHROOM Tl LES - The door opens and a beam
of light cones through, shining on Sue Iying on the floor.

W can see Elisabeth's feet and the hem of the white bathrobe
standing still in the foreground.

The 1.V bag indicates two nore notches.

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022 - 46 -



63

...SC

Two nore days to get through...

El i sabet hGs feet |eave the franme and the door cl oses again.
BLACK

The sound of the TV dies down...

...comes back on with a new show... and di es down again...

Then rhythm c nusic, soft and nuffled at first, slowy grows
| ouder in the distance..

The vol une i ncreases, |ouder and | ouder

| NT. KITCHEN / LIVING ROOM - DAY

... AND BURSTS FULL BLAST as a door opens letting the light...

into the fridge.

W realize that our POV IS FROM I NSI DE THE REFRI GERATCR
while now itGs SUE in underwear and a snall tank top who
bends over to put away the conpartnentalized syringe filled
with spinal liquid for the next seven days, the nusic

bl asting behind her in the apartnent.

She grabs a soda can.

CLOCSE UP ON HER MANI CURED HAND AND RED NAI L PQOLI SH, pulling
off the can tab KSHHHHH. .

HER FLAT, MJUSCULAR BELLY as she thrusts her hip to close the
fridge door.

W follow Sue, stretching and drinking, swaying in rhythmto
the nusic and enjoying the sensations of being in her new
body.

Wiile the tinme she spent as Elisabeth felt dull and

poi ntl ess, now itGs as though a bundle of irrepressible
energy has taken over the apartnent.

Sue wal ks into the living roomand sees that the TV is still
switched on. Her gaze falls upon the |arge arnthair facing
the TV with a slight concave inpression in the cushion..

A barely perceptible scolding | ook flashes across her face.
She grabs the renote control, turns off the TV, and gl ances
at the franed photo of Elisabeth on the wall as if
reprimandi ng her - Tsk, tsk.

She heads for the bat hroom
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| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 64

She | eans agai nst the doorframe and | ooks down at Elisabet hGCs
sl unped body on the tiles.

A long nonent as she | ooks down at the linp matrix, spraw ed
on the ground like a rag doll.

CRRRRRUNCH - she crushes the can in one sharp gesture and
starts | ooking around, as if searching for sonething.

She knocks on various walls in the apartnent: Tap tap tap
listening to the echo inside... Tap tap tap...

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY 65A

...inside the bedroom tap tap tap

INT. WALK-1N CLOSET - DAY 65B

She opens the wal k-in cl oset.
Pushes the cl othes aside. Knocks against the wall.
Tock tock tock...

|t sounds hol | ow.

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 66

She goes into the bathroom taps on the other side of the
wal | .

Tock tock tock... Hollow too. There(s a hol | ow space between

the wal k-in cl oset and the bat hroom

She remains still for a nonent, staring at the wall, pensive.
BLACK

| NT. SECRET ROOM I N CONSTRUCTI ON - DAY 67
BOOM

The sound of a blow like a |l arge sl edgehammer in the
dar kness. The bl ow makes the frane shake, and a trickle of
dust falls from above.

CUT TGO
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| NT. CASTI NG ROOM / DANCE STUDI O - DAY

BAM GROUND- LEVEL VI EWof a dance studio rehearsal: a pair of
legs lands in the frane on the wooden fl oor doing a split,
foll onwed by a dozen other pairs of |egs doing the sane thing.

CUTr TGO

| NT. SECRET ROOM IN CONSTRUCTI ON - DAY

BOOM The sl edgehammer hits the wall again, sprinkling

pl aster around and letting a beamof |ight pierce through the
wall. In the hole that has appeared, we see SueGs face,
wearing a dust mask and safety goggl es.

CUTr TGO

| NT. CASTI NG ROOM / DANCE STUDI O - DAY

CLAP! CLAP! CLAP! Hands cl apping together in rhythm Sue, in
the foreground of the dance studio, |eads the dancers who are
weari ng confortabl e workout outfits.

CUTr TGO

| NT. SECRET ROOM / BATHROOM - DAY

BAM BAM BAM The hol e wi dens as Sue keeps hitting the
bat hroomwall with the sl edgehammer, revealing a dark cavity
behind it; big clouds of dust fly into the bathroom

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

The matrix is lying in stasis in the mddle of the living
room sheltered fromthe constructi on worKk.

She |lies notionless under her |arge framed poster while the
bl ows fromthe sl edgehammer blare of f screen.

CUTr TGO

| NT. PHOTO STUDI O - DAY

PROFI LE of Sue(s face in a photo studio.
SUE ON THE RIGHT! She turns her head towards the canera.
THE BLACK EYE OF A LARGE CAMERA
FLASH!
CUr TO
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| NT. BATHROOM - EVEN NG

CRRRRRRRRR t he crackling and dazzling |light of a blowtorch
wel ding elenents in the wall cavity.

CUT TGO

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

POV SHOT FROM | NSI DE A CARDBQARD BOX - Elisabet hGs award
statues, kni ckknacks, and photo franmes are stored bit by bit

74

75A

by Sue, who then closes the flaps of the cardboard box: BLACK

CUT TGO

DITTTTTT the needle of a sewi ng nmachine runs up a shiny
fabric at full speed.

CUT TGO
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY
BzzzzzzzZ A drill screws wall plugs into a wall.
BAM BAM BAM BAM BAM BAM
The drilling stops, and we hear soneone banging on the front

door .

INT. LIVING ROOM/ HALLWAY - DAY

Sue appears and opens it, finding herself face to face with
her NEXT DOOR NEI GHBOR (ol d bachelor in his forties) who
yells at her inmmediately:

NEI GHBOR
VWHEN ARE YOU GO NG TO STOP TH' S
NO S. ..
(seei ng her)
Ch... | thought it was Ms. Spar...
SUE

(standing in her
doorfrane, devastating
smle)

She noved out.

A beat where he stares at her, fl ustered.

. SUE (CONTOD)
| On t he new tenant.
(she stretches her hand
out)
Sue.
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He stands there stupidly. Then, as if snapping back to
reality, he wi pes his sweaty pal magainst his pants and
stretches it out to her, trying not to appear overly excited.

NEI GHBOR
(stuttering)
Ovl...divr...Ovlir...

SUE
You wanted to conpl ai n about
sonething Aiver?

A long pregnant pause. And then, as if reconnecting his brain
to his nouth:

NEI GHBOR
Ch no! No no... absolutely not...
itCs euh... great to have stuff
going on in the building... 1On
quite handy, if | could help with
ny tools... | have a big hamrer and
euh... | nmean you know. .. Anyway! I

live right next door, you know
where to find ne..
(gesturing to appear
Ccool O
...anytinme...Day or...night.

He suddenly turns around and goes away, closing his apartnent
door behind him completely at a | oss.

Sue cl oses her door l|aughing to herself...

77B INT. LI'VING ROOM - JOUR 77B

...we follow her, swaying as she wal ks back down the hall way.
Entering the living room we discover through the picture

wi ndow that a PUBLICI TY BI LLBOARD WTH A HUGE PHOTO OF HER
has been set up outsi de.

SheCs sporting a sexy pose in her flashy pink leotard with a
wide smle and a hand on her hip:

NN SHON

coming soon

Sue wal ks towards the matrix lying in stasis on the floor,
props the |.V bag up on her belly, grabs her by both arns...

And slowy drags her down the hallway.
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80

...Sc 77B

| nside the enpty living room ElisabethGs |arge framed poster 77C
still hanging on the wall is now facing SueGs publicity
billboard in a bizarre face off.

Alnost as if the two versions of herself were staring at each
other like a static paper version of a cowboy standoff...

ELI SABETHOS GLOW NG EYES. . .
FACI NG SUEGS SPARKLI NG EYES. . .

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY 78

Sue drags the matrix along the corridor. She noticeably
handl es her with a little | ess consideration.

The matri xGs hi p knocks agai nst the corner of a piece of
furniture and one of her arnms grips onto sonething which

sl ows her down. W can sense Sue canQ wait to get this over
Wit h.

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 79A

She reaches the bathroom opens the door to the secret
room . .

| NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY 79B

...and drags the matrix to a dark and sonber secret room
created in the enpty space behind the bathroomwall, which we
now di scover finished.

The new secret wall slides perfectly into the real one,
i nvisible to outside eyes.

Only a small, alnost inperceptible air vent allows the air to

circulate. Oherwise, the roomis dark, cavernous and
conpl etely pitch bl ack inside.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY 80

IN THE LI VING ROOM t he face off continues in increasingly
ti ghter shots between Elisabeth and SueGs pictures.

SUEQS SUPER PEARLY WHI TE SM LE. ..
FACI NG ELI SABETHOS LARGE SML... which swivels all of a

sudden and di sappears out of the franme, |eaving just the
plain white wall.
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...Sc 81

| NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY 81

Sue stores the |large franmed poster she took down next to
El i sabeth inside the little secret room

A nmonment with Sue staring at the matrix |ying on the ground,
before she starts to close the heavy secret wall.

W see the beamof light that slowy fades on the matrixGs
still body lying on the ground...

The beam fades... and fades. ..

...and then TOTAL DARKNESS sweeps over her in a deep
guttural sound.

BLACK.

A |l ong nmonent of silence.
Then, a hunmm ng noi se that slowy grows |ouder...
Much |ike a roaring sound...

Cetting | ouder and | ouder..

INT. TV STUDIO / SUEGCS SHOW OPUMP | T UPO - DAY 82

...As a big spotlight turns on and throws its full beam on:

AN ASS, nol ded inside a flashy pink leotard (the famous pose
with the hand on the hip).

CUT TO
A second ass, nol ded inside a blue |eotard.

CUT TO
Athird ass in a yellow |l eotard
The canerals huge eye.
The small red recordi ng dot.
W foll ow FEET wal ki ng ahead in rhythm .. past a pink
curved, glossy material, which we soon discover to be huge

| etter balloons through which we pull back to reveal a series
of pink letters spelling out the title of the new show

PUMPITUP
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...SCc 82

Wth Sue

The shot continues to pull back revealing THE DANCERS
surroundi ng Sue.

SUE
H everybody! |Om Sue and itCs tine
to PUW I T UPl So here we go!

Her leg flies up in the air as the nusic starts, blasting
away at full vol une.

Asses start to sway in rhythmto the dynam c and bewi tching
nmusi c.

W track past the asses noving to the beat. To the left. To
the right. Heads bend upsi de down revealing bl ondes,
brunettes and redheads with | ong, abundant hair.

Thin WAI STS and PELVI SES sway suggesti vely.

SUPER H GH CUT flashy | eotards, reveal perfectly waxed groins

under neat h.

Fi rm and BOUNCY BOSOVB conpressed inside the |ycra.

A concentrate of energy and sexy girls swaying in rhythmwth

provocative smles inside the flashy and noderni zed scenery.
Everything now i s younger, sexier and nore dynam c.

Not hi ng in conparison with ElisabethGs outdated show

SueCs face, enjoying the change in atnosphere.

It was clearly tine for a nakeover.

In the center of the action, sheG nagnetically beautiful.

She lets herself bask in the spotlight as she tightens her
abs in rhythm

Once.

Twi ce.

Ten tines.

Thirty tines.

Her gaze pierces the screen.

And every single pair of eyes is on her.
The caner anen

The assi stants.
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84

. SC

Her face MJULTIPLIED on the control room screens.

| NT. HARVEYOS OFFI CE - DAY

On the wall of screens in HarveyGs office.

INT. TV STUDIO/ SUEGS SHOW OPUMP | T UPO - DAY

The group noves in rhythm a constant crescendo, until the
nmusi ¢ ends and in a final notion which freezes the group,
perfectly synched...

SUE
WO ! THANK YOU EVERYBCQDY!

SueCs chest rises up and down. ..

She®s covered in sweat and out of breath, but this tine it's
because of the galvanizing effort she's just nmade with a body
full of hornmones and adrenali ne.

N SUE (CONTOD)
Al see you all next week!

She is about to go but then suddenly she turns back to the
canera as if sheGs forgotten sonething:

SUE (CONTOD)
Ch!
(eyes sparkling)
And in the nmean tine...

She wi nks and blows a kiss to the canera.

SUE (CONTOD)
take care of yourself.

The lights switch off.
Sil ence returns on set.

A suspended beat, as if the air needed to cope with all the
sexual and bodily energy that has been stirred.

A voi ce echoes fromthe control room

And that s a wrap!

Everybody is suddenly bursting with happi ness. WOOHOOHOO !'!
They hug each other, Iie down or bend over to catch their
breath, in great relaxation and relief.

A thunderous and ecstatic voice rings out:

HARVEY (Q S.)
Wiere is she?? Wiere is she??

82

83

84
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...Sc 84
And Harvey charges in, opening his arns w de, grandi ose,
si ngi ng her prai ses.

An assistant brings Sue a towel and a little bottle of water.

INT. TV STUDI O BACKSTACGE CORRIDOR - DAY 85

Sue steps into the backstage corridor with glistening eyes,
stops to drink her little bottle of water as she wal ks past a
bi g framed poster hanging on the wall advertising her new
show.

PUMPITUP

with Sue
The first of many to cone..
Eyes glistening, she sets off again...

CUT TGO

| NT/EXT. TV STUDIO EXIT DOOR / STUDI O LOT ALLEY - DAY 86

SLAM The buil di ngGs door opens out onto brilliant SUNLI GHT,
a BLUE SKY AND PALM TREES refl ected in SueGs sungl asses. Sue
cones out of the building wearing her varsity jacket and
sports bag over her shoul der. She wal ks towards the exit.

A voi ce echoes out from behind:

MAN S VO CE (O S.)

| & be the happiest man on earth if

| had the chance to work with you.
Sue®s face freezes... as if challenged by this voice which
sounds famliar to her... she slowy turns and finds herself

facing... CRAIG Wth a huge smle etched on his jaw, he
proudly stretches out a hand to her.

. CRAI G
IOm Craig Silver, fromCraig Silver
managenent .
(he hands her his card)
... You have so nmuch potential, we
coul d make great things happen
t oget her.

A different voice calls out as ANOTHER GQUY steps into frane.

3 ALAN
And 1Om Alan Wil from WEIL & CLARK
MANAGEMENT.
(he al so hands her his
card)
(MORE)
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...SC 86

) ALAN (CONTOD)
VWECLL bring you all the way to the
t op!

Then a TH RD ON\E. ..

BCB
Bob HASWELL from H&H MANAGEMENT

(new card)
How conme youOve never been on our
radar? WQd be the perfect reps for

you!
Sue | ooks at the three nen who each hold out their card to
her... She ends up smling at Craig... and takes his card.
CraiglGs victorious smle... yes!... which imediately turns

into his jaw droppi ng when Sue tears his card into snal

pi eces before stuffing theminto his shirt pocket and tapping
onit... She then arbitrarily chooses one of the other

busi ness cards.

SUE
Nice to neet you...
(1 ooki ng at the card)
... Al an!

She imredi ately turns her back on the three nmen, wal ki ng awnay
with a contented smle on her face.

BLACK
FADE | N:

| NT. BEDROOM / HALLWAY / BATHROOM / SECRET ROOM - END COF DAY

POV FROM I NSI DE A Bl G RECTANGULAR BOX whose cover is being
renoved. SueGs face is looking inside it with sparkling eyes.

I1t3s a leather catsuit that she slowy takes out froma big
white rectangul ar box |lying on the bed.

HER LOVELY FOOT W TH POLI SHED TOENAI LS slides inside the
bl ack and suppl e | eat her.

W filmup her entire leg, the canera turns around her thigh
and does an EXTREME CLCSE UP on the black and shiny materi al
as she slips on the ultra tight suit, as if we are an
integral part of the leather D as if the | eather was becom ng
one with the body, allow ng the body to express its full

physi cal potential.

She slowy closes the zipper... the two swaths of |eather
uniting, swallow ng up her spinal columm in the aerodynamc
casi ng.

87
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...SC

She throws her bl ond nane of hair cascadi ng down between her
shoul der bl ades; we follow down the I ength of her flow ng

| ocks... then down her buttocks and leg, all the way to her
bl ack stiletto heels which start wal king across the white
carpet. ..

...then across the hardwood floor in the hallway...
arriving on the tiled bathroomfloor...

and finally end their journey on the secret roon(s bare
cenent fl oor.

The high heels stand next to ElisabethGs |V bag that is
al nost enpty. Just a few hours until it is time to switch

| NT. BATHROOM / SECRET ROOM - END OF DAY

Sue | ooks at herself in the mrror, then we see | N EXTREME
CLCSE UP the stick of bright red Iipstick coloring her plunp
lips...

Her eyes glow froman inner fire..

An increasingly unbounded sensuality. Engulfing...

W hear horns honki ng outside...

Sue | ooks at herself for a nmonent in the mrror..

| NT. SECRET ROOM - EVEN NG

...then crouches down next to the matri x.

. SUE
...1OGnnot comng back late... so
you just wait for me...
(she tries to spread out
t he remai ni ng food inside
_ the bag)
DonQ eat too fast...

She cl oses the heavy door and now the only thing visible is

the little square of light fromthe air duct, through which

we can see the high heels gradually wal king away across the

bathroomtiles... then we hear the clack of the light swtch
whi ch | eaves us in DARKNESS

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET (ELISABETH BULDING - N GHT

G ound |l evel on a tarnmac road, close-up on a SMXY EXHAUST
PI PE and THE BRI GHT RED TAIL LI GHT OF A CONVERTI BLE CAR
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90

91

92A

92B

...SC 89A

The canera jibs up and reveals Sue getting into a convertible
car filled with male and femal e dancers who wel cone her with
whi stl es and giggles. The car takes off in peals of |aughter
and screans, |ike a shooting cannonball ready to enjoy the

pl easures of the night.

| NT. APT / LIVING ROOM - N GHT 89B
A nmonment on the silent and still living room
On the wall, we can nake out the outline where the old

pi cture frane has been taken down.
BLACK
FADE | N:

THE STILL LIVING ROOM - N GHT 90

The living roomis still.

The noon ray on the white wall has noved - tine has passed..

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 91

El i sabeth's body in stasis lying on the floor, her inert,
enpty and gl azed eyes, staring into nothingness.

Attached to her arm the nutrition bag is al nost enpty. The
yellow liquid is slowy reaching the SWTCH mark

A very slight nuffled echo rings out in the distance.

I NT. STAIRMELL - N GHT 92A

Top shot on stairwell.

It's Sue, wal king up the stairs of her building, back from
her night out, acconpanied by a MAN (25-30), wearing a

| eat her jacket and carrying a notorbi ke hel net.

They stop regularly to kiss each other passionately.

They stunbl e and | augh. W quickly understand that they're
bot h conpl etely drunk

I NT. LANDI NG - N GHT 92B

In front of her apartment, he pushes her agai nst the door and
ki sses her, grabbing hold of her ass with both hands. The
ultra-tight |leather of her catsuit seens to increase the
sensations... Sue is overwhelnmed with desire...
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95

...SC 92B

She finally frees herself gently fromhis enbrace.

SUE
| have to go...

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT

The | ast drops are sucked up fromthe |I.V Bag. They go
t hrough the perfusion pipe and up into Elisabeth's arm

A beat .

W hear the sound of the front door opening and cl osi ng.
Foot steps anplifying, which start to run then sl ow down.
Sounds of chairs noving. G asses chi mng.

A |l ow voice. A high pitched voice. The sound of |aughter.
Suddenly, SMASH The sound of broken gl ass.

CUr TO

INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT

... A broken glass smashed intg pieces at Sue's feet right in
the mddle of the Iiving roonCs hardwood floor. The lights
are now on and Sue | ooks up at the man who's hol ding up a
whi skey bottle in one hand, as if frozen in his gesture...

She | ooks at himfixedly... before bursting into | aughter.
TheyGre conpl et el y hammer ed.

They | et thenselves fall back on the sofa.

A slight tinnitus starts buzzing in SueCs ears, but she
ignores it, sits astride the guy and they start kissing. (we
see the silhouette of themkissing in the mrrored visor of
t he not or bi ke hel net near by)

The sexual tension soars. The man caresses Sue(s crotch with
hi s hand, brushing his |ips over her neck. H's tongue slides

up the silky nape of her neck. SueGs skin tingles wth goose-
bunps aroused by all the new sensations bursting inside her.

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT

A very slight plastic squeaking noise is heard. Crrrriiii...

It's the perfusion bag which is now enpty and starting to
shrivel with nothing left to suck up
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98

99

100

...SC 96

INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 96

They kiss nore and nore greedily... plip ... a drop of bl ood
falls on the guyGs white t-shirt...

But Sue decides to ignore it; her eyes glow ng _nore
feverishly every second, she takes off the guyGs t shirt...

Sli des her hands down his naked chest. ..

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 97

CRRRRRiiiii The sound of plastic is increasingly high pitched
as the enpty perfusion bag crunples up nore and nore.

| NT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 98
Sue®s hands reach for the man$s trousers... and unbuckle his

bel t...

| NT. SECRET ROOM - N GHT 99
CRRRRRiiiiiiiiii the perfusion bag desperately tries to

suck sonething in..

INT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT 100

Sue unbuttons his trousers and slips her hand into his boxer
shor. .

Plip plip plip plip the drops of blood fall on the manGs
chest at an escalating rhythm..

THE SOUND | S MUFFLED. THE | MAGE FLICKERS as if a bl ack vei
were intermttently being thrown over the screen.

VAN
Are you alright?

Sue feels nore and nore overwhel ned... She starts hearing
noi ses frominside her own body... Boom BOOM .. Boom BOOM ..
her heartbeat accelerates.... BoonBOOVBoonBOOVBoonBOOM . .

SUE
Gve ne a mnute. ..

She gets up and we follow her as she hurries into the hallway

with a staggering step BoonBOOvBoonBOOvBoonBOOM
BoonBOOVBoonBOOVBoonBOOM
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.sc 101

| NT. BATHROOM / SECRET ROOM - N GHT 101

She | ocks herself in the bathroom and opens the door
conmuni cating with the secret roomto di scover what she
al ready knows. ..

The nutrition bag is enpty. It is nowonly a plastic
conpression shrivelled into itself as Elisabeth' s body,
increasingly pale, attenpts to mechanically suck up what
isn't there..

Sue hunches over the sink as the drops of blood grow nore
frequent; her tinnitus blares loudly inside her head, the
pai n i s unbearabl e.

She HAS to sw tch

FUCK! What shitty timng

VW can sense all her frustration expl ode, while she | ooks at
El i sabethGs |ifeless body on the ground.

Thi s body that she has no desire to get back into..

MAN (Q S.)
Are you alright?
Sue | ooks at herself in the mrror... the camera slowy
tightens on her shining eyes... as if an idea was taking

shape in her mnd...

 SUE
YES I 6LL BE R GHT BACK

She opens the snmall bat hroom cabi net and | ooks at the
puncture needle. ..

...the second nutrition bag...

Her foot presses down on the pedal of the trash can - CLACK b
reveal ing the seven snmall enpty vials at the bottom of the
bucket . ..

She | ooks down at themfor a | ong nonment, her eyes
shining...(she grabs the vial)

CUT TGO

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 102

SUE' S MANI CURED HAND cl i ps one of the enpty vials onto the
puncture syringe...

She flips the matrix onto her side... AND SLOAY LIFTS UP THE
BANDAGE on her back. ..
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After a short nonment of hesitation during which she | ooks at
the puncture site, contenplating what she's about to do...
Sue casts aside her |ast doubts...

AND SHE SLOALY PUSHES THE LONG NEEDLE into El isabet hGs
spi nal col um. .

ELI SABETHOS GLAZED EYE STARI NG | NTO SPACE - her pupi |
slightly trenbles while Sue pulls slowy on the plunger and
the transparent fluid starts to trickle into the syringe...

SUE
Just a few nore hours..

Once the vial is half full, Sue unclips it and SWK! Jabs
herself in the thigh, as she does everyday, when itGs her
week.

HER PUPI L DI LATES D She cl oses her eyes for a few nonents, as
her body absorbs the shot... She can hear her heart beat
sl owi ng down, the ringing in her head abates...

She hurries to plug in the second perfusion bag, which was
normal Iy meant for her, in Elisabeth's arm A small gurgling
sound... then a bubble rises up inside the pipe... and the
thick liquid starts slowy making its way up the tubing...

Slowy but surely, El i sabet hGs breat hi ng beconmes norna
agai n.

CUT TGO

103 INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 103

The man opens his eyes and Sue is once again straddling him
i ke an apparition, very close to his face.

VAN
Mmm . .
(needing a nonent to
reconnect)
...what did you do? You seem even
nore beautiful than befor-

She starts kissing him Mre and nore greedily.
THE MAN PLACES H S HANDS ON HER THI GHS. .. kneadi ng t he
| eat her while making their way to her ass...

104 | NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 104

| NSI DE THE DARK ROOM - Elisabeth's |inp and heavy thigh |ies
still on the cold tiles.

Her foot dangling.
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...Sc 104

The second bag of food attached to her armwhich slowy
enpti es. ..

INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 105

CROSS- DI SSOLVE ON THE MANGS HANDS as they work their way up
SueGs ass to her waist...

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 106

I N THE DARK ROOM - The yel | owi sh paste that makes it way up
the IV tube with a small gurgling noise.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - N GHT 107

IN THE LI VI NG ROOM - THE MANCS HANDS CLOSI NG AROUND SUECS
WAl ST, SLIDING UP HER BACK... arriving at her neck and slowy
pul i ng down the zipper of her catsuit.

The zipper slides slowy down SueGs back...and we see...

...ALL OF HER | NSI DE ORGANS SPEW QUT OF

THE SU T AS THE ZI PPER GOES DOMWN AS
THOUGH | T WERE OPENI NG SUEOS BODY
| N TWO. . .

HER ORGANS SPLATTER ON THE FLOCR I N A BLOODY NAGVA-
LI KE MASS:

SPLOTCH!

| NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY 108

AHAAAAAAAAAAA . .. ELI SABETH wakes up with a start inside
t he secret room She coughs, spits, clutches her throat... as
t hough she had been asphyxi at ed.

SueCs body is lying next to her in stasis on the other side
of the switch pipe

It takes a nonent for the horrific nightmare to fade as

Eli sabeth tries to gather her wits. Quch... W can tell that
her whol e body aches and that she is in a fog.

She | ooks confused when she discovers... the snmall enpty vial
on the ground next to her... and the second _perfusion bag

whi ch has al ready been enptied half a notchGs worth.

She clips it onto SueGs arm and she goes into the bathroom
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...Sc 109

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 109

She puts her bathrobe on. A glance in the mrror: she | ooks
dreadful ... and she has an enornous hangover. She touches her
back, itGCs a bit sore.

| NT. CORRIDOR / LI VING ROOM - DAY 110
She wal ks down the hal lway dragging her feet. ItGs day now A
beat as she discovers... SueGs clothing strewn on the fl oor:

her boots... her leather catsuit... her lingerie... They nake

atrail down the hallway all the way to the bed, which we see
fromafar: unmade, runpled sheets attesting to a night of
| overraki ng.

V¢ can see that Elisabeth is trying to connect with her
nmenories of the night before... but she doesn seemto
renmenber a thing.

She makes her way to the |iving roomwhere she discovers the
aftermath of the eveningGs festivities: half-enpty gl asses,
full ashtrays...

She wal ks towards the picture window - a post-it note is
stuck on it:

Too drunk to take the bi ke hone,
keep an eye on her ;)

TROY (812 674 839!)

El i sabeth reaches out to grab the post-it note AND SHE
| MVEDI ATELY RETRACTS HER HAND as if sheGd seen sonet hi ng
awf ul , sonething frightening..

She slowy lifts her hand into her field of vision...and in
conpl ete shock she sees..

... her finger.

Her index finger is crooked and swollen, deformed with
arthritis... her fingernail is yellow and the skin w thered
like an old womanGs finger - while the rest of her hand is
nor mal .

WHAT THE F...!
OM TTED 111
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 112

She turns around and hurries into the bathroom runs the cold
water in the sink and puts her index finger under the faucet.
She scrubs and scrubs her finger, but to no avail, the
deformation is still there.
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She stares at her index finger.

The horribly w thered skin.

The protrudi ng and swol | en bl ue veins.
The deformed knuckl es.

She cl oses her eyes, tensing her face...and her expression
har dens as what happened becones progressively clear to her.

She | ooks at SueGs body on the floor.
The stranded enpty vial next to her.

She | owers the back of her bathrobe and tw sts around, trying
to see the reflection of her back in the mrror.

The puncture site is red, slightly swollen... and ouch..
pai nful to touch

She cl oses her eyes a nonent, her hand clinging to the sinkGs
edge, with this deforned finger that stands out against the
whi t e porcel ain.

Fuck fuck fuck fuck fuck..

113 | NT. KITCHEN - DAY 113

El i sabeth sits at the table, on the phone.
The insistent ringing tone...
Bri-ing...Bri-ing..

Through the picture wi ndow, SueGs gigantic billboard staring
right back at her in silence.

Her bright, dazzling smle..

PUMPITUP

Bri-ing...Bri-ing
Yes?

El i sabeth sits up straighter in her chair when the cavernous
VOi ce answers.

ELI SABETH
Yes hi. ..

She winces a little, her back slightly in pain.
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ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
(clearing her throat.)
This is Elisabeth Sparkle.

Silence on the other end of the I|ine.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
...on Beverly drive?

Still nothing.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
.1 amuh. ..
(hesitant)
...503?

Yes.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
Yes... H ...

An enbarrassed pause. SheGs gat hering her courage as she
stares at her deformed finger

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
Li sten... there has been a
slight...

SheGs wal ki ng on eggshel |'s, carefully choosing her words.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
... msuse... of The Substance. ..

She nervously rubs her index finger.
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
A few extra hours were..
accidental |l y used. .. causing...
(a beat)
...an alteration.
Long silence at the other end of the Iine.
Not hi ng but the crackling.
El i sabeth w ggl es, uneasy in her chair.
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
So... whatGs the procedure to
reverse it?

A long beat. The |ine crackles.

VWhat has been used on one side is lost on the other side.

There is no goi ng back.

A beat .
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El i sabet hGs shock and di smay.
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
No, but, listen I donQ know what
she was t hi nki ng she was drunk
obvi ousl -
Rermenber there is no GsheO and Oyou®, you are one.

El i sabeth cl oses her eyes, tensing her face to try and put
her thoughts in order

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
Ri ght. ..

A beat .
_ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
But | canQ even renenber what
happened during the extra tinme! So
t here shoul d b-
The bal ance is perfect at seven days.

Respect the bal ance and you won&x have any nore
i nconveni ences.

A beat. The |ine goes dead.

El i sabeth doesn® nove for a long noment, as if she were hit
by a ton of bricks.

Then she gets up abruptly and starts automatically cl eaning
up after the prior eveningGs festivities, so as to try and

channel her enotions.

She enpties the glasses and the ashtrays.

Di sgusti ng.

She goes to the picture window, rips off the post-it note.

She crunples the post-it into a ball, which she throws into
t he gar bage.

She takes the trash bag out of the can and triple knots the
ties.

She throws the notorbi ke hel met out on the | andi ng.
VI EW FROM | NSI DE THE TRASH CAN AS | T OPENS - she throws the

trash bag inside, covering the canmera and thus creating
DARKNESS
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| NT. BATHROOM - EVEN NG 114

1tGs night. Elisabeth, in her nightgown, |ooks at her
reflection in the mrror with a harsh expression, as she
brushes her teeth.

THE GNARLED FI NGER ON THE TOOTHBRUSH br ushi ng back and
forth... mxing saliva and toothpaste... brush up... brush
down... up... down. Elisabeth |Iost in her thoughts...

She gargles, spits and puts the toothbrush back in its glass.
She picks up her night creamin a well-rehearsed ritual.

She puts it on her face, still absorbed in her thoughts as
the white cream penetrates her skin;

She puts the cover back on the jar of creamand is about to
put it back in place on the shelf... when she stops... she
| ooks at the jar and focuses on the inscription:

I nt ensi ve regenerating night cream

She slowy unscrews the jar top and stares at the gl ossy
white creaminside...

And then slowy, takes her crooked finger and progressively
dips it into the cream.. She sticks her finger all the way
inuntil it is conpletely covered.

She waits for a nonent... carefully turning her finger in the
white cream.. and then slowy renoving it; the finger now
entirely covered in glistening white creamas though it was a
poul ti ce covering the skin.

Wth her other hand she searches through the small cabi net
and takes out a crepe bandage, which she waps and knots
around the creamcovered finger.

Like alittle doll in a cocoon at the end of her hand.

She presses lightly on the doll... which oozes cream

Good. 1tGs soaking in.

She looks in the mrror and shuts off the light : BLACK

| NT. BEDROOM - N GHT 115

El i sabeth lying in bed staring at the ceiling.
HER BANDAGED HAND carefully resting pal mdown on the sheets.

Her figure is entirely still in the darkness.
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Doni nated by the pal mtreeGs bl ack shadow in the night, which
| ooks like a giant spider.

CUT TGO

| /E. BEDROOM / W NDOW PALM TREE - DAY 116

THE GREEN PALM TREE AGAI NST THE BRI GHT BLUE SKY

I N THE BEDROOM the sheets are bathed in sunlight; we can see
the outline of where Elisabeth was Iying in the bed, and we
understand that she stayed perfectly still the entire night.

CUT TGO

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 117

THE HAND W TH THE BANDAGED FI NGER spreads out over the sink
El i sabeth stays still for a nonent, then she starts

unw appi ng the bandage... the anxiety in her eyes as she
unrolls slowy revealing her finger..

The dried out cream| eaves a type of plaster-like crust
covering the skin.

She turns on the faucet and soaks her finger in the stream of
water to dissolve the white crust.

She delicately wipes her hand with a terry-cloth towel and
stretches her hand out over the sink to see the result...

Not hi ng has changed.

Her finger is still just as winkled and defornmed by
arthritis; brownish age spots are scattered on her skin.

El i sabethGs eyes fill with enmotion which she does her best to
channel as she tries to wap her mnd around this excrescence
that is eating away at her hand.

Her hand starts shaki ng, betraying how upset she really is.
Her | ast hopes - that she knew were in vain - are swept away
for good.

CUT TGO

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 118

THE KI TCHEN TABLE I N THE FOREGROUND where a new big white
note card is found:
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V& hope you are enjoying your experience with
THE SUBSTANCE

Your two week refill kit has been delivered
to your deposit box

I n the background, through the door that |eads to the |iving
room we see the TV on, but we canQ hear the sound, covered
by a humm ng noi se that grows |ouder...and | ouder...

...and Elisabeth is crossing the frame in the background as

sheGs pushing the vacuumcl eaner fromleft to right... then
right to left... sweeping back and forth Iike a smal
foosball figurine noving straight inits axis...
CUT TO
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 119

El i sabeth, concentrating on her vacuum cl eaner sucking up the
carpet as though hunting for the snallest piece of dust would
hel p her avoid becom ng overwhel ned by her thoughts.

She | ooks up, about to turn around in the opposite direction,
when sonet hi ng catches her attention fromafar..

She sl ows down, approaches carefully, and finally stops...her
eyes engrossed, her pupils darting back and forth... the
vacuum cl eaner still hummng... until she turns it off and
pul sating nusic bursts out in its place:

DONGT YOU KNONVPUWP | T UP. ..

We di scover that she is staring at the tel evision screen...
... YOUOVE GOT TOPUWP I T UP. ..

Wiere SUE is energetically swaying her hips in her new show

DONOT YOU KNOWPUWVP | T UP. . .

El i sabeth has a nonent of confusion. Befuddl ed.

YOUOVE GOT TOPUWP I T UP. ..

A disturbing vision of Sue in the place that used to be hers.

DONOT YOU KNOVPUWP I T UP...YOUOVE QOT TOPUWP | T
UP. ..

El i sabeth grabs the side of the arnthair to bal ance herself,
slowy sitting down while watching Sue noving on the
screen. ..

DONOT YOU KNOWPUWVP | T UP. . .
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Her dazzling smle.

Her firmand insol ent breasts.

YOUOVE GOT TO PUWP | -

El i sabeth turns the sound off, but continues to watch the
show, as if fascinated by the details of Sue's body noving in
rhythmto the ghostly beat of the now nuted nusic.
Her sl ender thighs.
Her suggestive hip novenents..
Her abs tightening in a close up.
Once. Twice. Ten tinmes. Thirty tines...
On screen, with beam ng and seductive eyes...
R SUE
On the neantine... Take care of
yoursel f1 O

...Sue blows a kiss to the canmera, disarmng her viewers wth
a devastating smle.

A suspended beat... as though the two wonmen exchanged a | ook
t hrough the screen...

Aick Elisabeth switches off the TV

She remains silent for a nonent.

Over whel ned.

Her gnarl ed, defornmed finger on the TV renvote.

Sprawl ed across the arncthair in her bathrobe.

She | ooks up: behind the turned-off TV, the billboard of SUE

staring back at her through the glass wndow, smling with
all her pearly-whites:

PUMP I TUP

It's as if she were cornered fromall sides.

BZZ777

She junps at the sound of the front door buzzer.

Who the hell is that..
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BZZ277 BZZ77

| NT. APT ENTRANCE / APT CORRI DOR - DAY

She approaches the door w thout naking any noi se.

HER GNARLED FI NGER opens t he peephol e cover, and she | ooks
t hrough it:

The nei ghbor.
Fuck. What does he want. ..

She doesn&t nove; doesn&t make any noi se.

BZZ77 BZ77777

Go the fuck away, egg head. ..
BzZ7777777777

QLIVER (O S.)
Sue?

He starts softly scratching the door.

. NEI GHBOR (Q S.)
[tCs diver...

A beat .

NEI GHBOR (O. S.) (CONTOD)
| just saw you on TV... Holy nol ey
makes me want to join your class!
Do you give private | essons?

A long silence.

NEl GHBOR (O. S.) (CONTOD)
What about a drink at ny place
t oni ght ?

El i sabeth stands wi t hout noving or maki ng noi se, her gnarled

finger on the peephol e.

NEI GHBOR (O. S.) (CONTOD)
| can see you standi ng behi nd
there... donQ be shy gorgeous!

_ (a long beat)
IOninto sports too, | can show you
ny chess trophies!

A long beat. Elisabeth doesnx nove.
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NEl GHBOR (O S.) (CONTOD)
Al right, no praoblem take your
tine... But 1tGCs a date!

VW see himfinally waddling back inside his apartnent,
hunm ng al ong: donQ you know punp it up..

THE WRI NKLED FI NGER | ets go of the peephol e cover. SHLACK!
CUT TGO

| NT. SHOWNER - DAY 121

H SSSSSSSSSSSS THE STREAM OF WATER FROM THE SHOWER HEAD
PUMVELS ELI SABETHOS BACK

Her hand against the wall for support, letting the water flow

down her body, as she stares at the ground, lost in her
t houghts, as if she were trying to regain her footing.

| NT. APARTMENT / ENTRANCE - DAY 122

El i sabeth finishes slipping her coat on, turns up the collar
and puts on | eather gloves to hide her problemfinger.

She | ooks through the peephole. The coast is clear.

EXT. STREET (ELI SABETH AREA) - DAY 123A

W follow Elisabeth from behi nd, wal ki ng qui ckly.

EXT. STREET (LESS N CE STREET) - DAY 123B

El i sabeth, from behind, who is wal ki ng down anot her street.

Her gait is jittery. Everything seens nore harsh and
aggr essi ve.

123C
| NT. DEPCSI T CORRI DOR - DAY 123D
El i sabet h wal ks down the corri dor
| NT. DEPQCSI T/ LOBBY - DAY 124

A wave of her card opens her | ocker. Beep.

She thinks she hears a slight noise behind her. She turns
around. Scans the | obby. No one.
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She takes out the package and puts it in her bag.

EXT. STREET (LESS NI CE STREET) - DAY

El i sabeth wal king in the opposite direction.

After a while, she has a strange feeling. As if she were
being foll owed. She turns around... still no one.

She picks up the pace.

EXT. STREE (DI NER AREA) - DAY

Still from behind ElisabethGs back as she wal ks.
Turns around again. Still nothing.

She finally goes into a diner.

I NT. DINER - DAY

She sits down in a booth. Mwves to another. SheGs hot. Takes
off her coat. Starts renoving her glove... then decides
against it, readjusting the right glove in particular.

WAI TRESS (O S)
What can | get you?

Startled, she junps and | ooks up: a SEXY WAI TRESS with a nane
tag that reads ALLISON is staring at her, notepad in hand.

ELI SABETH
(randon)
..a...nocha latte.

The waitress | eaves.
A beat: Elisabeth meticul ously readjusts her glove.

N MANCS VO CE (Q S.)
ItGs long, isnQ it?

El i sabeth turns her head. At the next table is a SVEATY,
OBESE MAN nuffled up in a gray coat, staring right at her. He
has a big strawberry birthmark on his face, whose shape is
strangely famliar...

ELI SABETH
Excuse nme?

VAN
Seven days. ..

She stares directly at him.. nonpl ussed..

24

125A

125B

126
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MAN (CONTOD)
| know what O hese weeksO f eel
i ke. ..

A beat. She is increasingly confused... she | ooks away from
hi m pretendi ng she has no idea what he is referring to.

ALLISON (O S.)
Wi pped creanf?

The waitress is in front of her again, a can of whi pped cream
in hand, her coffee on the table.

ELI SABETH
Uh...yes. ..

PZ7277777777T

El i sabeth stares at the whi pped creamwhich slowy shrivels
up, nelting into the coffee.

She takes a spoonful, as if to confort herself.
She watches the man fromthe corner of her eye as he picks up

the nenu to order. H's wallet, which was on top of the nmenu
falls to the ground. As he | eans over to pick it up,

El i sabeth glinpses on the nape of his neck... the beginning
of a thick pink scar simlar to her own, which disappears
under his shirt collar... He gathers up all the credit cards

t hat have scattered on the floor: anong themis a white
plastic card with 207 on it. He puts it away in his wall et
and sits back up.

A long beat where they stare at each other.
Everything nuddl es up in Elisabeth's mnd...

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
...Did you foll ow me here?

VAN
| was just curious to see how
t hi ngs were going for you... And
actually I woul dnCx be against a
l[ittle bit of conpany... 1tGs just
good to... talk to soneone... you
know. Each tine you feel a little
nore lonely... donQ you think?

A long beat where she stares right at him

. ELI SABETH
| don& know what youOre talking
about. 1Onfine, thank you.
Everything is fine.

She turns her back to himand tries to make it | ook |ike she
is engrossed in her coffee.
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MAN (Q S.)
It gets harder each tine to
renmenber that you still deserve to

exi st. ..

The whi pped creamthat shrivels up nore and nore like a
defl ated bal | oon..

MAN (O S.) (CONTOD)
... That this part of yourself is

still worth sonething...
(a beat)
That you still matter...

The nel ted whi pped cream now | ooks |i ke yell owi sh puke.

MAN (CONTOD)
(rmuttering to hinself)
He shoul d-
(SMACK! He sl aps hinsel f,
alnost like a tic)
I shoul d never have given it to
you. But heGs so ( SMACK
Anot her)...shal | ow and
superficial!!

Eli sabethGs nmind is a junble of confusion. She searches in
her bag, pays the check with a $10 dollar bill to cut short
and heads for the exit.

MAN (O S.) (CONTOD)
(1 oud, towards her)
Has she started yet?

El i sabeth turns around. A beat where they exchange a | ong
| ook.

MAN (CONTOD)
...eating away at you?

A suspended nonent... staring fixedly into each other(s

eyes... until Elisabeth turns abruptly on her heels and
rushes for the door as fast as she can.

EXT. STREET (DI NRE AREA) - DAY

El i sabeth returns home with a hurried step...

EXT. STREET (ELISABETH BU LDING - DAY

...l ooking over her shoul der several tinmes to check that she

hasnQ been foll owed when- BAM

She violently slanms into sonmeone comng fromthe opposite

127A

127B

direction. CLANG clang clang... A big biker's helnet falls to

the ground and rolls away.
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MALE VA CE
Fuck! Watch out!

El i sabeth, dazed and frantic, |ooks at the |eather-clad guy
who picks up his helnet and strai ghtens up facing her: TROY.

She is so very stunned that she stays planted right there,
staring at him

TROY
WHAT?. .. You wanna nmug shot ?! ?

Royal | y pi ssed, he gets on his notorcycle parked in front of
her building, puts his helnmet on and slans the visor shut:
SHLACK! Elisabeth's haggard face is reflected in the mrrored
vi sor.

He beeps his horn so sheQ | get out of the way.

TROY (CONTOD)
HEY! MOVE!

She finally steps to the side and he roars off on his
notorcycle, revving its big engi ne: VROOOOOOOOOOOOOM

| NT. APARTMVENT / ENTRANCE - DAY 128

Sl amm ng her door shut behind her, Elisabeth | eans back
against it for a noment to gather her wts.

She stays for a long while this way, trying to channel al
the thoughts and feelings jostling in her brain.

We can tell that her mnd is racing (obsessively).

CUT TGO

INT. WVALK I N CLOSET - DAY 129

POV FROM I NSI DE THE CLOSET - SHLACK El i sabeth abruptly pushes
all of SueGs clothing aside to reach her bel ongings at the
very back in stacked-up boxes marked: ELI SABETHOS OLD JUNK.

She opens different boxes and finally finds the one she is

| ooking for: a box filled with her handbags. She shakes the
bags upsi de down one after the other making the various
forgotten objects fall out... coins, parking tickets, chew ng
gum .. Ah! She finally finds what she is |ooking for: the
torn piece of crinkled paper with FREDOS nunber on it.

Fred®s smiling i mage appears superinposed:
FRED

You are still the nost beauti ful
girl in the whole w de worl d!
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She hol ds the paper tightly against her chest, as if suddenly
this was the nost precious of her possessions.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY 130

El i sabeth starts dialing the nunber, slightly nervous.

Behi nd the picture wi ndow, her eyes glance inadvertently at

PUMPITUP

CUT TGO

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 131

El i sabeth has QG sol atedO herself in the bathroom sitting on
the closed toilet |id.

She dials the nunber. W hear the sound of the line ringing
and after a beat someone picks up

FRED (O S.)
Hel | 0?

ELI SABETH
(forcing a cheerful tone)
H Fred, itOs Lizziel

Si | ence.
Not hi ng. She is inmedi ately shaken.
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)

...Lizzie fromtenth grade
horer oon?

Si | ence agai n.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
... hello?

_ FRED
Sorry, 1Omin shock... wow wow wow

Thi s reassures Elisabeth and nmakes her smle.

FRED (CONTOD)
| thought | would never hear from
you agai n after sharing ny dunb
t oot hpaste story..
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h no...not at all, itGs just that

| Ove been very... busy lately...
A beat .

FRED
| heard about your show... how are

you dealing? It nust have been so
difficult...

ELI SABETH
(faki ng confidence)
Ch no...You know, | kinda provoked
it inawy... | felt like.. 1
seen and done it all... | needed to
nove on.

FRED
Ch... thatGs good to hear... so
what are you up to now?

A beat. Elisabeth is still sitting on the toilet lid.

. ELI SABETH .
... IOntraveling... Alot. 1tCs
great - there is so nmuch to see!
One day here, the next there..
itGs a tad exhausting, though..

FRED
Ch wow. . .what an exciting life! |
envy you.

A beat .

ELI SABETH
So... | happen to be in tow for a
coupl e of days and... | thought
maybe we coul d. ..
(nmoves her armin a
gesture of self-
encour agenent )
go out and grab a drink? O for
a walk, or... you know, the little
things that nake life nmatter.

A beat. Long sil ence.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
Hel | 0?

_ FRED
Sorry 1Omin shock again.

Another smle. A wder one this tine.

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022

...Sc 131



...Sc 131

FRED (CONTOD)

Li ke. .. to-
ELI SABETH
Tonight is perfect!
A beat .
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
h...did you nean tonorrow?
Cearly.
FRED
Euh. .. Tonight is fine as well. |
can book Luigi Gs at 8?
ELI SABETH
8 at LuigiGs it is! See you
t oni ght!
She hangs up. Her eyes are shining, cheeks are flushed, |ike
a teenager who has been asked out on her first date.
CUT TGO
132 | NT. BEDROOM - EVEN NG 132

Lots of activity in the apartnment. Al the boxes have been
taken out - clothing, shoes, accessories are scattered across
t he bedroom fl oor.

CUT TGO
A zipper is pulled up follow ng the pinkish scar on
El i sabet hGs back... _the scar disappears as the zipper glides
up a beautiful nmoirZ silk dress.

El i sabeth | ooks at her back reflected in the bedroon(s tal
mrror. Inpossible to see the long scar underneath. Perfect.

Fromthe front, the V-cut neckline flatters her pretty
cl eavage.

She slips on long black satin gloves that hide her problem
finger and add a touch of gl anour.

Thus prettily dressed, she | ooks at herself in the mrror..
and i s noved by her reflection.

For the first tinme, in a very long time, she seens to |like
hersel f agai n.

To once again feel that shels worth it...
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| NT. BATHROOM - END OF THE DAY 133

She finishes putting on her make-up and checks the clock. She
grows increasingly nervous as the tinme to neet her date
appr oaches.

A last touch of lipstick, and she | ooks at herself,
sati sfi ed.

She tidies her hair and flashes a smle in the mrror - the
lipstick is becomng to her smle. Good.

Bef ore | eavi ng she goes to close the secret roon(s door. .
and catches sight of Sue lying on the floor in stasis.

Her heal t hy conpl exion. ..
Her wel | -defined, plunp lips...

El i sabeth turns to the mrror, her expression a little
gl oony. ..

She suddenly has the inpression that her entire face has just
sagged.

But she forces herself to pull it together.

She adds a bit of |ipstick, another stroke of blush to nmake
her cheekbones rosier.

A beat .
More bl ush.
She forces a smle as she | ooks at herself.
Good.
Takes a deep breath... And turns off the light.
CUT TO

| NT. HALLWAY / LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG 134

She wal ks down the hal | way, grabs her coat and handbag. ..
searches for her keys... sees themon the table in the living
room WAl king over to the table she | ooks up and her eyes
fall upon... the huge billboard outside.

PUMP I TUP

A suspended noment standing face to face with Sue®s gigantic
overly-sexual i zed body:
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Her perfectly round, perky breasts.
Her luscious lips...
Her gorgeous shiny hair..

CUT TGO

| NT. BATHROOM - EVEN NG

THE BATHROOM LI GHT TURNS ON - Elisabeth is back in front of
the mrror.

A harsh expression as she contenpl ates her face: this won&
do at all.

She pulls up the fabric on her dress to hide her cleavage
which all of a sudden canQ even conpare. She throws a wap
over her shoulders to cover it.

And the lipstick is all wong. She takes it off and puts on
anot her.

She adds nore blush. Brush strokes to her cheekbones, in an
i ncreasi ngly aggressive fashion.

She |l ets her hair down.

No, she puts her hair back up

.

More blush and a forced smle as she |ooks in the mrror.

She checks the clock, this tinme she really needs to get
goi ng.

She takes a deep breath to boost herself...
Good. .

And she turns off the |ight.

BLACK

| NT. CORRIDOR / ENTRANCE / LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG

Wal ki ng down the hal |l way, she forces herself not to | ook in
the living room.. but just when she is about to open the
front door..

Her face tenses... she is struggling as she is about to grab

the big, round netal doorknob... where we discover that she
can see her reflection.
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She tries to disregard the distorted hanster face that is
reflected by the netallic sphere.

Behind her the billboard loons... as if she could sense it
even with her back turned: all that fresh collagen, that body
overflowing with perfection...

She tries to stay strong... her eyes shut tight to not see
her reflection as her hand approaches the doorknob...
CUT TGO
| NT. BATHROOM - EVENI NG 137

El i sabeth in front of the bathroommrror; a dour, accusatory
| ook in her eyes as she | ooks at her reflection:

Di sgusti ng.
She uses a cotton pad to wipe the lipstick off her face with

a slow and harsh gesture, snmearing it onto her cheek like a
bl oody gash.

| NT. BEDROOM - N GHT 138

El i sabeth is sitting in her bathrobe on the bed, her nake-up
renoved and her hair down, her skin reddened fromrepeatedly
putting her make-up on and taking it off.

W see her from behind, slightly stooped, facing the w ndow.
Qut si de, the HUGE pal mtree.

Its CRUSH NG VERTI CALI TY.

On the night table, her tel ephone lights up with a slew of
nmessages from OFREDO who has visibly been trying to reach her
for sone tinme.

FADE | N:

INT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT 139

The living room plunged in darkness. A faint, flickering
light fromthe tel evision.

From behind the big arncthair, we see ElisabethGs hand on the
arnr est .

A long nmonent on the TV, with its endl ess babbling...

(off we hear the nei ghbor knocking at the front door t:
GBirdy? Birdy Sue?0
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Then, after a long while, the bathrobed figure gets up and
crosses the living room dragging her feet.

INT. FRIDGE / KITCHEN - N GHT 140

POV FROM | NSI DE THE REFRI GERATOR - THE DOOR OPENS: we see the
bat hr obe standing in front of the shelves filled wth food.
Not rmovi ng.

In the foreground, a roast chicken anongst other groceries.
The exasperating sound of the TV echoing frombehind... Then
t he bat hrobe grabs a plate with | eftover quiche and cl oses

t he door, nmaking everything go: BLACK

FADE | N:

| NT. CORRIDOR / BATHROOM - DAY 141A

H SSSSSSSSSSSS

FROM THE DARK LONG HALLWAY - through the bat hroom doorfrane
we see the shower filled with steam W hear the water
runni ng and can nake out a figure inside the steany shower.

CUT TGO

| NT. SHOWNER - DAY 141B

THE SHONER HEAD SPI'TS QUT its powerful streamof water on...
SUE.

A |l ong nonent during which she revels in the gush of hot
wat er .

The pl easure she exudes bei ng back inside her body, enjoying
her shapely self that awakens with the hot water.

Wil e | athering, she seens to feel something on her
but t ock. .

She twists around to | ook at her butt cheek.... She lightly

presses on it with her hand... which reveals... a small bul ge

under the epiderm s surrounded by unsightly orange- peel

| ooking cellulite that mars the skin... what the f...? She

lets go... and the bul ge disappears... Her skin is snmooth and

i mmacul at e once again. She presses on the spot... but itGs

gone. ..

She waits a nonent... then runs her pal mover her butt,

pressing on the area again... but everything is all right.
CUT TGO
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144A
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145

...SC 142

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Wearing a towel, we follow her into the bedroom

She grabs her clothes, sits on the bed - and SPRI NGS BACK UP

imediately like a jack-in-the box. She felt sonething.

She brushes her fingers over her butt cheek and stands in
front of the bedroommrror, contorting herself to | ook at

her buttock... but no, there is nothing. She stands in front

of the mrror for a long while to check. Everything is ok.

Her i npeccably shaped backsi de.

EXT. STREET (G.AM & POP) - DAY

W follow Sue frombehind, walking with a lively step

Everything is hot. Colorful. Enhanced.

INT. TV STUDI O / SUEGS DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

Sue changes into her | eotard.
She checks her ass in the mrror.

| npeccabl e.

| NT. BACKSTAGE HALLWAY - DAY

W follow her onto the soundstage.

INT. TV STUDIO/ PUMP IT UP SHOW - DAY

She greets everybody, stretches to warm up.

A last glance at her ass to nake sure she | ooks all right.
Perfect.

She pl aces herself center stage anong the dancers.
Everybody is ready to start taping the show.

The caneranen are in place.

The assistants.

The control room

ASSI STANT DI RECTOR - PUWP | T UP SHOW
Ready Sue?
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SUE
(big smle)
Ready!
ASSI STANT DI RECTOR - PUWP | T UP SHOW
&k, places everyone. Silence.
(counting down wth her

I
c
flngers)
3... 2. 1..
Caneras on - recording.
SueGs face | MVEDI ATELY FLASHES HER GREAT BI G TOOTHY SM LE
SUE .
H everybody! IOm Sue and itGs tine
to punp it up! Are you ready? LETOS
€O
The nusic starts.
Don&t you know punp it up...
youOve got to pump it up..

She goes right into her routine, acconpanied by the dancers
to the rhythm of the fast-paced nusic.

Caneras traveling behind the group catch their backsides
contracting to the nusic.

Endl ess sm | es and aerobic routi nes one after the other.

SUE (CONTOD)
Come on now... STEP!' STEP!

Sue seam essly | eads themthrough the choreographed sequence.

SUE (CONTOD)
NOW SQUEEZE THOSE BUTT MJSCLES and
SQUAT! SQUAT! SQUAT!

Sue runs her hand over her butt to show t he novenent.

SUE (CONTOD)
SQUA. . .

She stops short, losing the rhythm sheGs upset.

She felt somet hing.

A pregnant pause. One by one, the dancers stop as well.
The caneras stop recording.

The nusic stops.

Everybody | ooks at her.
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SUE (CONTOD)
... | thought that...

She slides her hand over her butt cheek and di screetly | ooks
at it.

Ther eGs not hi ng.

SUE (CONTOD)
Sorry |I... sonething distracted ne.

CONTROL ROOM VA CE
Not a problem LetGs get right back
toit.
Everyone gets back in place.

Sue anxiously slides her hand once again over her butt cheek -
everyt hing i s okay.

Everybody gets back in their places. The assistant nouths the
count down:

3...2...1
Recor di ng:
SUE N
H everybody! IOm Sue and itGs tine
Bglpunp it up! Are you ready? LetGCs
The nusic starts.
Don&t you know punp it up...
The sol di ers begi n the choreography.
YouCve got to punp it up...
Still the same rhythm over and over.

Don& you know punp it up...

YouOve got to punp it up...

SUE (CONTOD)
Come on now, STEP... STEP!' CONTRACT
THCSE BUTT MUSCLES!

Once agai n she puts her hand on her butt cheek to show the
nmuscl e she i s working.

SUE (CONTOD)
AND SQUAT! SQUAT! SQUAT! SQUAT!
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Everyt hi ng goes snoothly this time. She goes through the
chor eography of novenents.

SUE (CONTOD)
Come on now, KEEP I T UPl KEEP I T
UP!

A |l ong sequence where the series of novenents are rolled out
one after the other.

Don&t you know punp it upE youCve got to punp it upE
Don&t you know punp it upE youCve got to punp it upE

SUE (CONTOD)
And bend over, head between your
| egs!

She bends over and sticks her head between her |egs...
Schlurrrp The bul ge reappears, distorting her butt.

She abruptly straightens back up as if sheQd been
el ectrocuted... Fuck!

She | oses her bal ance, alnost falling over. A dancer catches
her just in time. Everybody stops.

The nusic stops, again. The caneras stop.
This tinme everybody is a little bew | dered.

Sue, dripping in sweat, discreetly checks herself out...
everything is okay. What the fuck is going on?

SUE (CONTOD)
(i ncreasingly stressed
_out)
IOnsorry... |... skipped a step.

CONTROL ROOM VA CE
Ckay, everybody back in place, we
can afford to | ose too nuch tineg,
t hereGs anot her show tapi ng right
after us.

The crew for the next show is already waiting backstage.

FLOOR RUNNER
(to Sue)
Can | get you sonet hi ng? Water?
. SUE .
No, 1Omfine, letGs get right back
to it!
(notivating the troops and
her sel )

Ok, third time@ a charm this is
it!
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SueCs stress level is rising as she feels everyoneGs eyes on
her, watching for the next trip up.

Everyone gets back in position. The caneras. The assi st ant
who gives the countdown. 3...2...1

Recor di ng.

SUE (CONTOD) N
H everybody! IOm Sue and itGs tine
to punp it up! Are you ready? LetGs
go!

They start again fromthe beginning. The nusic is
i ncreasi ngly unbear abl e.

Don& you know punp it up...

YouOve got to punp it up...

Don& you know punp it up...

YouOve got t-

The nusi c stops.

Yet everything was going fine this tine.

Sue gives a questioning gl ance: what 3 goi ng on?

She sees the crew bustling about... Soneone is giving
instructions through a wal kie-talkie. The info is passed from
person to person, wal kie-talkie to wal ki e-tal ki e.

_ASSI STANT DI RECTCR - PUWP I T UP SHOW
Sorry, itGs the control room now.
(listening to her ear
pi ece)
The director says he saw sonet hi ng
bi zarre on the nonitor. He has to
check it out.
(listening to her
ear pi ece)
Wi ch one?
(to the stage hands)
Bring up the replay on canera 2!

Sue turns and sees that itCs the camera... that is just
behi nd her ass.

Her stress level is rising... she pulls down on her |eotard
bottomto better cover her ass, but the cut of the fabric
just wonQt allow for it.

Sue keeps her back close to the wall so that nobody can see
her ass in case the bul ge returns.
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They have started the replay: on a giant screen at the back
of the scenery, images of the troop rewind at top speed,
maki ng them |l ook Iike ridiculous little marionettes shaking
their | egs and asses.

SUE
Can | have ny dressing gown?

SUEGS ASSI STANT
...sorry itOs in your dressing
room . .

SUE
(in a burst of anger)
Vell, then GO GET I T!!

The video comes to a close up shot of SueCs ass.

SheCs increasingly nervous as the control roomgives the tine
code for the problematic frame while everyone is watching her
ass, frame by frame on the giant screen..

SueCs assistant finally returns with her cover up, which she
throws on nervously before suddenly rushing down the hall way.

SUE (CONTOD)
| need a 5-m nute break.

146 |NT. TV _STUDI O / BACKSTAGE HALLWAY. DAY 146
W follow her as she walks with a hurried step down the |ong
hal | way.

147 INT. TV _STUDIO / DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY 147

She cones to her dressing room shuts herself inside and
| ooks in the mrror.

Slowy, she lifts the fabric of her leotard to discover...
t he bul ge which has returned to the sane spot as in the
shower earlier... but bigger and uglier this tine.

VWhat the hell ..

1tGs like an internal growth that is deformng her butt
cheek... as though sonething were stuck under her skin.

She lightly presses on the bulge and realizes that she can...
nove it... she pushes and pal pates all around it... and with
a small suction noise the bulge starts slow y noving under
her skin - up her buttock and towards her wai st.

FLOOR RUNNER (O S.)
(softly knocking on the

or)
(MORE)
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FLOOR RUNNER (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Sue, do you want some coffee or
sonet hi ng?

She doesn&t even answer. She is conpletely obsessed with the
mass under her skin, which she pushes between her fingers
sliding it around.

...the fatty lunp noves slowy under her skin towards her
wai st . ..

she pushes it again, guiding it around to her stomach..
...leading the fatty lunp to her belly button.

As the bul ge approaches the skin under her belly button, she
starts to see sonething in the center of her belly button..
a sort of... like the end of a... she sticks her two fingers
into her belly button to try and grab... sticking her fingers
further in, she spreads apart the sides of her belly button
in order to dig deeper to try and grip the end of whatever it

is... she grabs the end and starts to pull it out...
di scovering little by little... an oblong shape that she
slowy extricates... itGCs a...

...ROASTED. . . CHI CKEN DRUMSTI CK. . .
dripping wth grease that she
slowy extracts fromher belly

button WM th an 1 cky sliny
sound: SLUUURPUH! ! 1]

AND HER BELLY BUTTON CLOSES BACK UP
LI KE AN ANUS W TH A SUCTI ON NO SE! !'!

148 | NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 148

SWEATI NG BULLETS I N THE SECRET ROOM
FUCK

The matrix in stasis is lying on the floor at the other end
of the switch pipe next to her.

Sue is bathed in sweat. She checks her stomach... her ass...
both are inpeccable and perfect, trying to regain her wits as
this horrible nightnmare fades.

WHAT A M NDFUCK. .. A goddamm m ndf uck. .
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She throws an accusatory | ook at Elisabeth who is on the
floor, and we follow her...

OM TTED 149
| NT. HALLWAY / LIVING ROOM - N GHT 150
...as she goes down the corridor.. Entering the living room

she stops... and stares at sonething that is right in front

of her.

Cl ose up I ow angl e shot that shows the anger rising in her
harsh eyes..

In reverse angle we see what she is staring at...

A BI G CH CKEN CARCASS entirely picked to pieces on the coffee
tabl e. Chicken bones and potato | eftovers snmeared on a pl ate.
An enmpty pint of ice cream Chocol ate bars reckl essly munched
down to the |ast square.

She | ooks at the deeper inprint left on the big arnthair...
Traces of greasy fingerprints on the TV renote control.

Big slippers left on the carpet.

She totters a little and sits in the arnchair to coll ect
her sel f.

Fuck, what a total |ack of control...Revolting..

She nervously rubs her belly, thighs, hunching over, sticking
her head between her knees.

W can sense how nuch it disgusts her that she is
increasingly letting herself go as Elisabeth.

Sue abruptly grabs the plate and wal ks out of the Iliving
room

| NT. GARBAGE - N GHT 151

LOWV ANGLE SHOT FROM | NSI DE THE TRASH CAN WHI CH OPENS
reveal i ng SueGs face. She throws all the |eftovers down - the
chi cken bones and the chicken rain down and cover the canera.
BLACK

CUT TGO

| NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 152

Sue tips the matrix over onto her side.
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As she sticks the long needle into her back to fill seven new
vials, her eyes focus on details of ElisabethGs body...
Her gnarl ed and defornmed finger, covered in grease.
The | ong scar that snakes up her spinal col um.
She finds this body increasingly ugly.
FI abby.
Unattractive and USELESS.

CUT TO

153 EXT. STREET (G.AM & POP) - DAY 153

THE GREEN PALM TREES that pass by |ike KNI VES SKEWERI NG t he
BLUE sky.

W foll ow Sue wal king briskly while on the phone.
The piercing sound of the line Bri-iiiing Bri-iiiing
Yes?

SUE
TH' S BALANCE | S NOT WORKI NG

Her gait is agitated and she seens to be | ooking for
reassurance in the eyes of others as she passes them by.

SUE (CONTOD)
Wiy do we have to keep it even?! |
mean, we clearly donQ have the
sane needs! | barely have the tine
to enjoy nyself while SHE wastes
seven days STUFFI NG HER FACE in
front of the TV

Renmenber there is no she and y-

She hangs up on him F..! And represses the inpul se to bash
her phone agai nst the pavenent.

CUT TGO

154A INT. TV STUDI O/ SUEGS DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY 154A

POV FROM I NSI DE A LOCKER I N THE DRESSI NG ROOM THE LOCKER
DOOR OPENS - Sue finishes getting into her |eotard, appearing
i ncreasingly pensive and pert urbed.
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...SCc 154B

| NT. BACKSTAGE HALLWAY - DAY 154B

W follow her from behind wal king towards the studio.

INT. TV STUDIO/ PUMP IT UP - DAY 155

She opens the door energetically:

SUE
Hel | o everybod. ..

NO ONE | S THERE.

THE SET IS EMPTY. THE LI GHTS ARE QUT.

A wave of panic sweeps over her face.

She sees a STAGEHAND putting away the | ast cabl es.

3 SUE (CONTOD)
What Gs happeni ng? Were is
ever ybody?!

STAGEHAND
The tapi ng has been cancel |l ed.

SUE
What ?! Way?

MANGS VO CE (O.S.)
Sue?

Startled, she junps and turns towards a FLOOR RUNNER st andi ng
behi nd her with a serious | ook on his face.

FLOOR RUNNER
Harvey wants to see you in his
office - inmediately.

Sue is increasingly shaken..

. SUE
Al go change and-

FLOOR RUNNER
He sai d NOW

| NT. HARVEYOS OFFI CE - DAY 156

Sue arrives in the office.

Harvey®s arnchair is turned towards the plate-glass w ndow,
we can only see the inposing back of his chair.
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The three men in suits are there, staring at her. One of them

is sitting on the couch. Another is |eaning on the corner of
HarveyGs desk. The third stands by the plate-glass w ndow.

Harvey swi vels around to face her

. HARVEY
WeOve discovered your little
secret.

Dead sil ence.

_ HARVEY (CONTOD)
| couldnQ believe MY EARS!
(staring right into her
eyes)
ELI SABETH SPARKLE?!!

SUE
Listen |-
_ HARVEY
You canQ actually be living in ...
(weird grin)

.. ELI SABETH SPARKLEGS APARTMENT??!
SueCs face..

. HARVEY (CONTOD)
ltCs too nuch of a coincidence!
sack her and BAM Here she is again
trying to stick her foot right back
in the door!
(he chuckl es)

An enornous burden is lifted from SueGs shoul ders, relieved
that itGs Qonly that...O

SUE
Uh...yes we...we briefly net when
she was noving out of town... she
asked nme if | was |looking for a
place to rent... which | was so..
there you have it.
Si | ence.
HARVEY
Ch she left town?... where did she
go?
A beat .
SUE
Uh... ... Costa Rica | think.

A long silence.
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One of the nmen in suits.

. SUT #1
ItCs great for taxes.

Si | ence.

Harvey raises his eyebrows with a grunt of approval before
slamm ng his two hands down on his desk.

HARVEY
ANYWAY! That Gs not why | wanted to
see you.

_ (suddenly very serious)
|Omgoing to get straight to the
poi nt: we canQ keep you on the
nor ni ng show.

Dead silence. Sue can& breathe.

SUE
But WHY?? | Ove j -

HARVEY
Ratings are through the roof.

A beat. Lost. SueGs enotional roller coaster is pal pable.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
W started at 42. WOre now at. ..
(he gestures to one of the
nmen)

SU T #2
216.

. HARVEY .
That Gs phe-no-ne-nal. WOve never
seen such figures in all the
net wor kGs hi story! PEOPLE LOVE YQU
THEY ADORE YQU!

Sue, suddenly overcone with enotion...
HARVEY (CONTOD)

That Cs why weCve decided we want
you to host... THE NEW YEARCS EVE

SHOW
A beat .
SUE
...you mean... The...
HARVEY
... networ kGs bi ggest show 50 .
mllion viewers... LIVE You canQ
get any higher ...
(MORE)
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HARVEY (CONTOD)
(a beat with a glassy | ook

in his eye)
Vel |, except if you die... then
youd go. .
(he gestures towards the
cei ling)

A beat, as if behind his glassy eyes he were suddenly engaged
in a deep netaphysical reflection... then he abruptly cones
back to the point:

_HARVEY (CONTOD)
Anyway, |Ontaking a huge ganble on
you and these nen can tell you I
tal ked you up to the sharehol ders
Qil nmy last drop of saliva,
convincing themthis is the way to
go. ItGs going to be intense. W

have only a few nonths to pull it
off, but I know we can do it.
(to Sue)

So? What do you say?
A long beat on Sue.

HARVEY (CONTOD)
Are you in?

SueCs gl eam ng eyes. ..

BLACK

157 | NT. SECRET ROOM - NI GHT 157

For a | ong nonent.

Then a ray of |ight appears through the gap of a door that
sl oW y opens...

And SueCs head appears in the gap.
W are inside the secret room | ooking towards the door.

A long nmonent on Sue who | ooks inside the roomw th shiny
eyes. ..

W can feel her inner dilemm...

Then she wal ks into the secret roomand slowy kneels down
behi nd El i sabet hGs back.

A beat... AND HER MANI CURED HAND cl i ps one of the enpty vials

onto the puncture syringe... AND LI FTS UP THE BANDACE -
revealing the slightly swollen puncture site.
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SUE
|f you donQ open the door when
opportunity knocks, you wonQ get
anot her chance. ..

AND SHE SLOALY PUSHES THE LONG NEEDLE into the puncture
site. ..

SUE (CONTOD)
You of all people know this...

El i sabet hGs pupil slightly flinches while the needle slowy
drains the Iiquid.

BLACK

| NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY

A long silence.
And the ray of |ight appears again.

Sue, in a newoutfit, once again appears in the half-opened
door .

W can see several enpty vials strewn on the floor, next to
El i sabet h.

She hesitates before entering stealthily.
SUE
Just one nore. Then | have a week
off, and we can swi tch.

THE MANI CURED HAND |ifts up the bandage - the skin has
visibly grown even nore swollen at the puncture site.

W can tell that Sue feels increasingly uneasy. She
mani pul ates the Matrix with grow ng di sgust.

Jabbing the needle into the swollen skinis alittle nore
difficult.

BLACK

A long beat. ..

| NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY

AND THE DOCR OPENS AGAIN. . .

and Sue walks into the roomin a new outfit...

She takes off the bandage - thereGs a little pus oozing from

the puncture site, which is now infected.

THE SUBSTANCE - May 3rd 2022 -

158

159

99 -



160A

160B

161A
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(there are nore and nore enpty vials strewn across the floor)
She clips on an enpty vial.

W can tell that she is increasingly terrified by what she
sees and also feels guilty... but she canQ help it.

. SUE
| Ove got sone amazi ng news. ..
(kneel i ng behi nd her)
W are doing the cover of Vogue!

She fiddles with it, making circular novenents to try and dig
a way through the inflaned flesh on Elisabet hGs back

3 SUE (CONTOD)
ItGs just one nore day, itGs not a
bi g deal ..
BLACK

FADE | N:

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY 160A

THE EMPTY, STILL BATHROOM where we can only see the door to
t he secret room open ajar.

Not hi ng noves.

Then we hear a big breath being taken: AHAAAAAAAAAAAA

A long silence.

And a bl oodcurdling screamtearing through the secret room

ELI SABETH (O. S.)

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY 160B

... VWH CH ECHOES I N THE STILL LI VING ROOM WTH A VI EWON THE
SM LI NG Bl LLBOARD

ELI SABETH VO CE (O S.)
. NOOooooooooo

CUT TGO

| NT. HALLWAY / BATHROOM - DAY 161A

HI SSSSSSSSSSS THE ROAR OF THE WATER LI KE A BURST OF THUNDER
THE LONG DARK HALLWAY - at the end of which is the open

bat hr oom door - the shower is filled with steam fromthe hot
wat er .
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...Sc 161B

| NT. SHOWNER - DAY 161B

THE SHOWNER HEAD SPI'TS QUT its powerful streamof water on...

ELI SABETH. A dazed | ook in her eyes as she stares at the
gr ound.

REVERSE ANGLE ON THE SHONER FLOOR where we see the water
stream ng over... ONE OF HER LEGS THAT HAS AGED TERRI BLY.

Vari cose veins crisscross her |eg, protruding under the
parchnment-thin winkled skin reaching all the way to her
groin.

She brushes a | ock of hair behind her ear, uncovering a swath
of atrociously aged skin around her right eye, like a black
eye made of wi nkl es.

The water falls on her back where the swol |l en and infected
red area around the puncture site has grown | arger, her spine
st ooped by her vertebraeGs tw sted alignnent.

Leani ng her palmon the wall for support, we discover that
her entire right hand has aged all the way up to her el bow

ELI SABETH
Not a big deal??.... THS IS NOT A

The sound of the phone ringing which g
louder as if it was going to FUCKI NG P

Bri-ing, Bri-iiing...

rows increasingly
| ERCE QUR EARDRUNE.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 162

THE ATROCI QUSLY OLD FOOT WTH | TS HARDENED YELLOWED NAI LS
paces back and forth.

Bri-ing Bri-iiing

On top of the table is the Vogue issue wth SUE, ALL SM LES
ON THE COVER:

THE R SI NG STAR
Bri-ing Bri-iilng
Yes?

El i sabeth, ready to burst, stuttering in her haste:

ELI SABETH
SHSHE DDDID IT AGAIN !!
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She wi nces fromthe violent pain shooting up her back

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
The...the... GROMH... - cause if
IOmthe matrix what cane out of ne
can only be called the GROMH THE
GROMH di dnQ respect the bal ance.
AGAI N. SHEGCS STEALI NG MORE AND MORE
TI ME FROM ME conpl etel y
di sregardi ng the consequences. She
is irresponsible! She is totally
short sighted! Sh-SHHA- SHHA. . .

She angrily throws the magazi ne.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)

A beat .

I f you don&x want extra tine you sinply have to stop taking
it.

El i sabet h makes a dreadful grimace, closing her eyes,
struggl i ng agai nst her inpulse to inplode.

ALL DEC SI ONS ARE YOUR DECI SIONS. YouCre sinply naking them
fromdifferent sides of yourself.

Everything is getting all too Kafkaesque...
Wul d you like to stop?
El i sabeth i s taken aback.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
... Stop?

You are the Matrix. Your other side depends on you to survive
but you donQx. If you are not satisfied, you can put an end
to the experience whenever you want, and go back to being
just you on your own.

A nonment of silence. Then again, |like a mantra:

Wul d you like to stop? To go back to being just you on your
own?

El i sabeth seens | ost...wapping her bathrobe tighter around
hersel f.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
WIl...will everything return to
what it was before? | nean... as |
was before?

W feel all of her vulnerability as she waits for the answer.
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The |ine crackl es.

Wiat has been transferred won& cone back
W have made that clear already.

But you can stop the experience as of now.
A beat .

Wul d you like to stop? To go back to being just you on your
own?

Her eyes fall upon her horrifically aged leg... then | ook
beneat h her bat hrobe, towards what we imagi ne nust be |eft of
her breasts...

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
NO...no no no...lI donQ want to
stop. ..
(she pulls the fabric of

her bat hrobe tighter

around her body) _
| canQ stop... | canQ stay LIKE
TH S... SHE has to- (She gives
hersel f a SMACK!)...d O have to-
(SMACK! Anot her sl ap!) THE BALANCE
HAS TO BE RESPECTED! !

A long beat. The |ine crackles.
So respect it.

A beat .

W see her back droop

Let us know if you need anything else. W will be happy to
answer any of your requests. W are at your disposal.

The |i ne goes dead.
El i sabeth remai ns sl unped over the table.

W can see her stooped back shaken by little hiccups as she
starts sobbi ng.

THEN. Wien youGre smling, when youGe sniling...

It 3s SueCs tel ephone, the Louis Prima ring tone a glaring
rem nder of how tragic things have becone.

...the whol e woooooorld smles with y-

Her twi sted finger pushes a button to send the call direct to
voi ce mail .
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She stands with difficulty and starts wal ki ng awnay. . .

ping!... she stops... a beat... she turns around and sees the
voice mail notification. She hesitates... and canQ stop
herself fromgoing back to listen to it.

ALAN (V.Q)
SUE!'! Holy fuck?!' Are you sitting
down? Pl ease go sit!

She lets herself fall back down into the chair |i ke a sack of

pot at oes.
ALAN (V.Q)

Are you ready to hear this? Gk this
is huge. TOM GRANT wants you in his
next novie! YES, YOU HEARD ME
Rl GHT. TOM FUCKI NG GRANT. He saw
you on the Vogue cover this norning
and heGs DYING to neet you. CALL ME
AS SOON AS YQU GET BACK.

A beat .

And t hen suddenly she gives hersel f an enornous slap: SMACK

ELI SABETH
STOP | T!

SLAP! Anot her.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
YQU HAVE TO STCP I T!

SLAP!
SIVACK!
SLAP!

SHE H TS HER HEAD REPEATEDLY W TH HER FI STS AS THOUGH THAT
WOULD MAKE THE MESSAGE ENTER HER BRAIN ONCE AND FOR ALL.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
STOP I T STOP IT STOP IT...

The small note Ot changed ny life, O hanging on the wall. ..
BLACK
FADE | N:

163 INT. LI'VING ROOM - EVEN NG 163

The silent apartnment plunged in darkness.

IN THE LI VI NG ROOM we see Elisabeth from behind huddl ed up in
the big arnthair.
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The TV is on, but she isn®x even wat ching.
She sits silently for a long while, staring into space.

Then sonet hi ng changes in her expression... as though she has
seen sonet hing that caught her attention in the bookcase
faci ng her.

She tries to get up but her aged | eg wonQx straighten... she
is stuck in the big arnthair.

A beat. She | ooks at her severely deforned knee.
Stiff and swollen with arthritis.

She remains in place, staring... tries again to unbend her
leg... we see the intense effort this requires... but her
knee, ravaged by arthritis is blocked in a bent position.

El i sabet hGs expression is increasingly harsh as she focuses
on trying to unbend her knee...

She grabs her leg with both hands, trying to force it
straight...but it wonQ budge...

She pushes harder, harder... She grits her teeth... her
expressi on betrays increasing agony as she relentlessly tries
to force the knee to unbend...

CRAAAACK - Her kneecap dislocates finally unbendi ng AAAAHHHHH
a screamof victory and pain.

She does as best she can to push her deforned body to get up -
her dowagerGs hunp is larger and painful, and thereGs a stain
made by the o00zing pus on her bathrobe in the area of the
puncture site.

She linps all the way to the bookcase, |eaning on the shel ves
to catch her breath, as though she had just run a marat hon.

Then her arthritic hand grabs sonething forgotten that is
stuck between two books: HarveyQs departure gift.

She looks at it. HarveyGs chubby sniling face appears
superi nposed on the w appi ng paper.

HARVEY .
To keep you busy. 1tGs French. My
wife swears by it!

The gnarled fingers tear off the wappi ng paper revealing a
t hi ck book of recipes:

FRENCH CU SINE fromA to Z

26 recipes fromthe greatest French chefs!
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On the cover is a very hefty | ooking CHEF WTH RED CHEEKS and
a great big smle.
She has to get very, very close to the page to see it as her
vi sion has gotten nmuch worse. She | eafs through the pages of
reci pes acconpani ed by full-size pictures of the dishes:
AUBRAC ALI GOT
BRI SSAC BLOCD SAUSAGE W TH APPLES
CAEN STYLE TRI PES
CHRI STMAS BRESSE POULTRY STUFFED W TH FA E GRAS

FADE | N:

164 INT. LIVING ROOM/ TALK SHONSTUDI O - NI GAT 164

Dazzling white. As the canera pulls back, the white very
slow y becones | arge white squares... pulling back further,
the white squares forma big toothy smle... we pull back
even nore to reveal that the smle is SueGs pearly-white
smle on a pixelated TV screen facing a zestful TV HOST:

_ TV HosT
...thatGs right!...You popped up on
our screens out of nowhere like a
tornado. | think no one was really
prepared for this whirlwnd...

SPLOTCH SPLOTCH SPLOTCH SPLOTCH

165 I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT 165

CHEESE BUBBLI NG I N A SAUCEPAN

El i sabet hGs DECREPI T FOOT shuffling back and forth across the
kitchen fl oor.

TV HOST
It all started with the norning
show... runor has it that you are
up for Tom G ant Gs next nmovie. ..
and ...just a mnute... 10mjust

being told that you have been
chosen to host the NEW YEARCS EVE
SHOWN'! Can you confirmthis?

_ SUE
Yes thatGs right.

The audi ence appl auds.
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ELI SABETHOS VO CE (QS.)
(m m cki ng SueGCs nasal
. voi ce) .
Oves thatGs rightO

EXTREME CLOSE UP on the thick, greasy nelted cheese that is
slowy poured onto a plate Iike nolten |ava...

El i sabeth is pouring the aligot to | ook exactly like the
photo in the reci pe book.

She is in the kitchen surrounded by piles of dirty dishes,

t he cook book open on the stained and greasy counter, as she
navi gat es between different recipes that she is cooking at
the sane tinmne.

TV HOST
VWON WOV WOW THIS |'S Bl G NEWE!
can wait to find out what you are
cooki ng up for us!

ELI SABETH TURNS A PAGE SHLACK!
BRI SSAC BLOOD SAUSAGE W TH APPLES

(he encourages the audi ence to appl aud. Sue | aughs,
flattered)

El i sabeth | eans over the book getting as close as possible to
read the recipe.

TV HOST (CONTOD)
So tell us a little about yourself.
Wiere are you fron? How did you get
di scovered?! | want - VWE want to
know EVERYTHI NG !

H SSSSSSS TWD BLOOD SAUSAGES LAND | N A SAUTE PAN neki ng t he
hot oil junp and sizzle.

SUE
(playing denurely with the
audi ence)
Ch, thereGs not very nuch to tell
really... IOnjust a girl froma
very small town in... Indiana.

As the oil gets hotter it pops and splatters in the pan.
El i sabeth wi pes her brow on her forearm

3 SUE (CONTOD)
| Om sure youOve never heard of

it... in fact, itGCs not even a
town... 1Omnot really sure you
could even call it avillage... A
farm perhaps? (She |aughs with the
public).
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El i sabet h nocks SueCs shrill |augh while she degl azes the pan

in a CLOUD CF SMXE H SSSSSSSS

SUE (CONTOD)
...But for as long as | can
renmenber, it has al ways been ny
dreamto be on screen..

ELI SABETH
MY dr eam

SUE
...as achild | used to put on
shows for ny famly..

THE GNARLED FI NGERS TURN A NEW PACGE SHLACK

CHRI STMAS BRESSE POULTRY STUFFED W TH FO E GRAS

El i sabeth opens the refrigerator door and grabs a | arge

uncooked turkey.

| NSERT - the GNARLED FI NGER foll ows across each |ine of

directions in the cook book: eviscerate the turkey.

TV HOST
How sweet... So everyone is aware
that you repl aced Eli sabeth Sparkle
and no doubt about it you stepped

in, turned up the vol une and ROCKED

THEI R WORLD! (t he audi ence cheers)
Were you a fan of her show?

El i sabeth puts the chicken on the table and pauses

attentively listening to SueGCs answer.

SUE
Vell, | canQ really say | actually
wat ched her show because... well
you do know that weOre not exactly
t he sane generation... (everybody
| aughs)

she®s

Wter disbelief on Elisabeth®s face. HER FI NGERS TENSE AND

FREEZE ON THE TURKEY SKI N.

SUE (CONTOD)
...And you have to admt that it
was a bit old fashioned - Jurassic
Fitness really - it needed a
change. ..

ELI SABETH VI OLENTLY SHOVES HER HAND | NSI DE THE TURKEY(CS

| NNARDS | N RETALI ATl ON.

. ELI SABETH
Qlurassic fitnessO. ..
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She pokes around the turkeyGs cavity. ..

N ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
| Al fucking show you Jurassic
fitness.

Pushi ng and pulling, poking and thrusting, she finally pulls

out the giblets - SPLOTCH

SUE
...But nmy nother was a huge fan of
hers. Every norning, rain or shine,
OSparkl e your 1ifeO was on TV.

She breaks a series of eggs on the rimof a big glass bow .

They land at the bottom: all of these egg yol ks side by side

as though they had multiplied thenselves... nmaking for a
strange rem ni scence. . .

SUE (CONTOD)
Soinawy | grewup with her -
whether | liked it or not!
(laughter fromthe audi ence)
| guess thatGs why | can say we
have sonme sort of connecti on.

. ELI SABETH ]
CSone sort of connection?! O

77777777 She grabs the electric beater as though it were a
chain saw.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
W thout ME YOU DONOT EVEN EXI ST!!!

1777777777777 Elisabeth savagely destroys the egg yol ks
whi ch spl atter her bat hrobe.

TV HOST
Goodness yes, and WHAT A CHANCGE!

El i sabeth shuts off the beater and catches her breath.

TV HOST (CONTOD)
... And now for our final question,
t he one we ask each and every one
of our guests...Wuld you share one
of your little beauty secrets with
us?

Al'l of a sudden, Elisabeth darts in a hurried |inp over to
the TV, placing herself right in front of it.

TV HOST (CONTOD)
One little trick of yours that
hel ps you | ook so incredibly
stunning! | mean just | ook at you!
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ELI SABETH FACES THE SCREEN as if the TV Host was speaking
directly to her, in her dirty grease and egg yol k-st ai ned
bat hrobe. On the tal k show, Sue pauses before answering him

SUE
Ch... let ne think..

El i sabeth points an accusatory finger towards Sue |ike a
preacher in a trance.

ELI SABETH
SAY | T!
TV HOST
(as an asi de)
W wonQt tell anyone... (laughter

fromthe audi ence)

ELI SABETH
SAY | T!!
(facing the tv, opening

her arnms in a w de

exagger at ed gesture,

waddl i ng back and forth)
CGo ahead, show themyour little
secret!

W see ElisabethOs face grow increasingly somber as she

listens...
SUE
| guess itGs that | just try... to
be nyself... to be sincere and
grateful for all that I have and to

al way-
SPLAT! AN EGG HAS JUST BEEN THROM AT THE SCREEN
SPLAT! AND NOW A TOVATO

THE VI SCOUS YELLOW YOKE AND BLOOD RED PULP DRI P DOMN OVER
SUECS PEARLY VWH TES.

El i sabeth is | ooking at the billboard outside, she grabs a

newspaper, takes out a page and BAM She sl aps the paper on
the wi ndow, right over its wide-smle of a nouth,

166 | NT. HALLWAY /BATHROOM - N GHT 166

THE LONG DARK HALLWAY at the end of which we see the

bat hroom Elisabeth, wearing SueGs silk bathrobe, paces back
and forth in front of the mrror, naking faces and nocki ng
SueGs nasal voice and affected manneri sns. She sinpers and
gestures in an increasingly grotesque caricature:
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. ELI SABETH

A just try to be nyseeeeelf... to
be sinceeeere and graaat ef uuuuul
for all that |I haaaaave...O

Facing the mrror, pointing her crooked fingers at her
refl ection.

3 ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
YOUCRE TAKING I T FROM ME!'! That Gs
your secret!! YOUORE TAKING I T ALL
FROM VE!
SIVACK! She gives herself a massive sl ap.

ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
STOP I T!

SMACK!  Anot her
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)

STOP I T!
She pummel s her head with her fists, growi ng increasingly
vi ol ent..
ELI SABETH (CONTOD)
YQU HAVE TO STOP | T!!
CUT TGO
167 | NT. SHOWMER - NI GHT

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS - Elisabeth is hunched up in a fetal

position on the shower floor. THE STREAM OF WVATER I S LIKE A

MACHI NE GUN pel ting her deformed back. Her vertebrae are
increasingly promnent, |ike a dinosaur.

ELI SABETH
(pl eadi ng, in a whisper,
over and over again)
Stop it stop it stop it you have

to...
CUT TO
168 | NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
SUE (O S.)
( HOALI NG

... CONTROOOOOL YOURSELF! I'!

SUEGs harrowi ng how which echoes all the way to the over-
sized living roomthat we now di scover in daylight.
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The picture wi ndow has been covered with newspapers to hide
the billboard outside.
So has the television.
Leftovers and poultry carcasses are everywhere, the walls are
snmeared with grease and sauces, dirty dishes overflowing in
the sink... nelted cheese on the floor..

A savage wr eckage.

W see Sue, busy, nervously nmaking her way through the
different roons, muttering to herself.

. SUE (CONTOD)
| canQ go back inside her...

169 | NT. SECRET ROOM - DAY 169

POV FROM | NSI DE THE SECRET ROOM - Sue(s feet going back and
forth, carrying a variety of containers, glass jars and enpty
bottles that she gathers in the room

SUE (O S.)
| just canCx...

She | ooks at ElisabethGs decrepit body stranded on the floor
in her silk dressing gown.

The delicate silk material on that horribly old and
di sgusting leg...

5 SUE (O S.) (CONTOD)
SheCs GRCSS. . .

She brutally rips the dressing gown off her - ElisabethGs
head falls back down heavily on the tiled floor: THUD

SUE (CONTOD)
Fat ...

Wth her foot, she pushes her over onto her side in order to
reveal the inflaned, swollen, pus-00zing puncture wound.

SUE (CONTOD)
ad...

SHE VI OLENTLY RIPS OFF t he bandage from her back

SUE (CONTOD)
Di sgusti ng.

She violently stabs the needle into her back and starts
draining the fluid...

Dr ai ni ng. ..
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Dr ai ni ng. ..

She fills up the glass jars and bottles one after the
ot her. ..

The canera pulls back, towards the darkness as if the secret
roomwas getting bigger, danper and nore isol ated.

BLACK

A LONG MOVENT OF SI LENCE

Then a soft, danp, distorted and cavernous noi se that grows
| ouder.

As though marking the passage of tinme and decay in the dark
room whi ch seens to have sunk into oblivion..

Then a faint music, slowy grow ng | ouder..

FADE | N ON

170 A TV COWERCI AL FOR THE NEW YEARGS EVE SHOW (6 MNTHS LATER) 170

Fl ashy colors and lively voices:

Tonorrow 9PM don&x miss Sue and her crew for an unforgettabl e
New Year's Eve Show !

CUT TGO

171 I NT. NYE FITTI NG ROOM - DAY 171

The canera pans up A MAGN FI CENT PRI NCESS DRESS | N TAFFETA,
chiffon and rhi nestones that sparkles gloriously.

Sue is in the fitting room
Her hair is different, tine has passed.

Her agent (Alan) is there, as well as Harvey and the whol e
gang of suits. Everyone is bubbling with excitenent.

The STYLI ST finishes lacing the corset up Sue®s back

STYLI ST
...And there you go...I|l just have
totake it in a bit here and here,
otherwise we are all set for
t onor r ow.

SyeCB enotion is tangi ble as she sees her reflection in the
mrror.
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