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ÒEVERYTHI NG FLOWS,  NOTHI NG REMAI NSÓ
-  HERACLI TUS

ÒDONÕT YOU KNOW PUMP I T UP
YOUÕVE GOT TO PUMP I T UPÓ

-  DANZEL
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FADE I N ON A HI GH ANGLE TOP SHOT OF. . .

A RAW,  UNCOOKED EGG LYI NG ON A FLAT SURFACE.1 1

The r ound yol k st ands pr oudl y i n t he cent er  of  t he 
t r anspar ent  and gel at i nous egg whi t e.

A syr i nge needl e ent er s t he f r ame and sl owl y appr oaches t he 
egg bef or e pl ant i ng i t sel f  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he yol k and ver y 
sl owl y i nj ect s a f l uor escent  yel l ow pr oduct  i nsi de of  i t .

Af t er  a moment ,  t he egg begi ns t o shake and move as i f  
somet hi ng wer e happeni ng i nsi de of  i t .  

Li t t l e by l i t t l e,  a smal l  gr owt h begi ns t o emer ge on t he si de 
of  t he yol k. . .  whi ch gr ows bi gger . . .  and bi gger . . .  unt i l  i t  
st ar t s t o f or m a second egg yol k whi ch emer ges out  of  t he 
si de of  t he f i r st  one. . .  bef or e f i nal l y det achi ng i t sel f  t o 
become i ndependent .

Bot h egg yol ks now st and si de by si de.

The second yol k i s r ounder ,  shi ni er ,  f l eshi er .

I n ot her  wor ds:  mor e per f ect .  

Long beat  on bot h egg yol ks whi ch st and si de by si de.

BLACK

The sounds of  j ackhammer s,  t r af f i c j ams,  j i gsaws,  comi ng f r om 
a const r uct i on si t e i n t he mi ddl e of  t he ci t y. . .

We FADE I N on a STATI C TOP SHOT OF. . .

EXT.  WALK OF FAME SI DEWALK -  DAY2 2

A SI DEWALK MADE UP OF LARGE GREY SLABS.  Onl y one sl ab appear s 
t o be mi ssi ng l i ke a bi g gapi ng hol e r i ght  i n t he mi ddl e of  
t he pavement .

I n t he same st at i c shot ,  WORKERÕS HANDS appear  wi t hi n t he 
f r ame and st ar t  t o car ef ul l y set  i n pl ace t hi n st i cks of  
wood,  nai l i ng t hem t o one anot her .

The l i nked st i cks soon f or m a wooden f r ame shaped l i ke a st ar  
whi ch st ands out  i n t he muddy hol e of  t he pavement .

Li t t l e by l i t t l e,  t he hands st ar t  t o pl ace var i ous di f f er ent  
el ement s i nsi de t he st ar  shaped f r ame:  br ass bl ock l et t er s 
whi ch begi n t o f or m a name:  EÉLÉI ÉZÉAÉBÉEÉTÉHÉ SÉPÉAÉRÉKÉLÉE 
Under neat h,  t he smal l  r ound cr est  cont ai ni ng t he l ogo of  a 
camer a appear s.  
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A pi nk mar bl e sl ab sl i des i nt o t he gol den edges of  t he wooden 
f r ame. . .  seal i ng t he pi nk st ar  i nt o t he t er r azzo pavement  
whi ch we now under st and t o be t he f amous HOLLYWOOD WALK OF 
FAME.

St i l l  i n t he same st at i c shot  wi t h t he st ar  i n t he cent er  of  
t he f r ame,  wor ker sÕ hands come i n and out  maki ng f i nal  
t weaks,  t hen r emove t he pl ast i c pr ot ect i ve f i l m.  A br oom 
sweeps back and f or t h shi ni ng up t he now f i ni shed st ar  -  i n 
t he mi ddl e of  whi ch t he gol den i nscr i pt i on pr oudl y st ands:  

ELI SABETH SPARKLE

Af t er  a moment ,  st i l l  i n t he same shot ,  a buzz of  exci t ement  
f r om t he cr owd and camer a f l ashes st ar t  t o mul t i pl y as t he 
f eet  of  a YOUNG WOMAN ent er  t he bot t om of  t he f r ame.  Wear i ng  
ver t i gi nousl y hi gh heel s and wi t h a conquer i ng wal k,  she 
poses f or  t he camer as bef or e kneel i ng down and pl aci ng her  
hands under neat h t he st ar .  

Mor e f l ashes and voi ces t r yi ng t o at t r act  t he at t ent i on of  
t he l ucky l ady:  " El i sabet h! "  " Over  her e El i sabet h! " " Ri ght  
her e El i sabet h! " .  

The f l ur r y of  f eet  ar ound t he hi gh heel s and t he way t hey 
move t el l s a st or y of  t hei r  own:  f l at t er y,  f awni ng,  
happi ness,  r ecogni t i on,  ambi t i on,  success et c.

Then t he young woman' s f eet  and t hose of  t he cr owd gr adual l y 
di sappear  one by one,  j ust  l i ke t he camer a f l ashes,  whi ch 
al so gr ow r ar e and f i nal l y di sappear ,  l eavi ng t he st at i c 
f r ame empt y and si l ent ,  wi t h onl y t he st ar  and i t s name:  

ELI SABETH SPARKLE

Af t er  a l ong beat  on t he st ar  and st i l l  i n t he same shot ,  a 
l eaf  f l i es acr oss t he scr een,  t he wi nd br ushi ng i t  past .  

Then t he f eet  of  passer sby whi ch ent er  and exi t  t he f r ame,  
wal ki ng acr oss t he st ar  i n a pace t hat  qui ckens as t he days 
go by and l i f e car r i es on.   

Mor e and mor e f eet  ent er  and exi t .  A f ew mar ks and scr at ches 
appear  on t he st ar ,  t he concr et e agi ng l i t t l e by l i t t l e as 
t i me goes by,  t o t he pace of  mor e wal ki ng,  mor e pedest r i ans,  
t our i st s,  al t er nat i ng r ai n and sun,  changi ng f ashi ons,  
pi geons l andi ng on t he gr ound,  shoppi ng car t s bei ng pul l ed 
over  i t  i n an uni nt er r upt ed f l ow of  ever yday f oot  t r af f i c.  

Some f eet  occasi onal l y st op t o l ook down at  El i sabet h' s st ar ,  
t hen l ess and l ess,  t hen al most  none at  al l  as we not i ce new 
st ar s appear i ng at  t he cor ner s of  t he f r ame,  whi ch st ar t  
dr awi ng peopl eÕs at t ent i on away.
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Fi nal l y,  t he whi t e sneaker s of  a t our i st  wear i ng shor t s t hat  
wal k l azi l y acr oss t he now wor n and pat i nat ed st ar ,  cl umsi l y 
dr oppi ng a r ound bur ger  bun,  whi ch f al l s on t he gr ound,  
smear i ng t he st ar  wi t h a l ar ge ket chup st ai n.  

The guy l ower s hi s hand i n a hal f - hear t ed at t empt  t o cl ean up 
t he st ai n wi t h a gr easy pi ece of  bur ger  paper ,  t hen wi t h t he 
bi g sol e of  hi s sneaker ,  t hus l eavi ng a l ar ge,  di sgust i ng r ed 
t r ai l  acr oss t he st ar .  The f eet  wal k out  of  t he f r ame,  
hel pl essl y,  above al l  showi ng ver y l i t t l e i nt er est  i n 
cl eani ng t he whol e t hi ng up.

The st ar  r emai ns i n t he cent er ,  now aged and st ai ned wi t h t he 
r ed ket chup:

ELI SABETH SPARKLE

Long beat  over  whi ch we hear  t he aggr essi ve and exhaust i ng 
cacophony of  t r af f i c t hen,  l i t t l e by l i t t l e,  musi c i s hear d 
i n t he di st ance,  st r essed by t he dynami c accent s of  a f emal e 
voi ce gr owi ng l ouder  and cl ear er :

Keep movi ng!  That Õs gr eat !  YOU GOT I T!

Wal k i t  back!  Coupl e mor e!  YOU GOT I T!

Agai n f r om t he ver y t op!

SMASH CUT TO:

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  SPARKLE YOUR LI FE SHOW -  DAY3 3

PAI RS OF FEET WI TH FLUORESCENT DANCE LEGGI NGS st ompi ng t he 
f l oor .

A BLI NDI NG WHI TE LI GHT.

A smal l  bl i nki ng r ed dot  i ndi cat es t hat  t hi s i s bei ng f i l med 
and r ecor ded.

We' r e i nsi de a TV St udi o,  i n t he ver y mi ddl e of  an aer obi cs 
cl ass.

Li ght s f ul l  on and f l ashy- col or ed aer obi c out f i t s.

Fl uor escent  l eot ar ds.

Muscl es t i ght eni ng under  each st ep.

Ul t r a f or ced smi l es.

Super  happy musi c br oadcast i ng r eady- made happi ness.
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I n t he f or egr ound of  t hi s f l uor escent  gr oup,  hi gh on 
vi t ami ns,  ELI SABETH SPARKLE,  now cl ose t o f i f t y,  l eads t he 
cl ass,  wi t h a wi de,  br i ght  smi l e.  

Her  ul t r a- scul pt ed body st r i ct l y pr i med agai nst  t he smal l est  
bi t  of  f l ab or  excess.

I n t he backgr ound,  a l ar ge mor ni ng show t i t l e i s vi si bl e:  

SPARKLE YOUR LI FE
 

Wi t h El i sabet h

Keep movi ng!  That Õs gr eat !  You got  i t !

Al l  t he pai r s of  f l uor escent  l eggi ngs beat  up and down i n 
r hyt hm l i ke per f ect  sol di er s and El i sabet h never  st ops 
smi l i ng as i f  her  br i ght  smi l e wer e et ched t o her  j aw whi l e 
she mot i vat es her  audi ence wi t h an ener get i c voi ce:

ELI SABETH
I  know i t Õs har d!  Wal k i t  back!  
That Õs gr eat ,  coupl e mor e l adi es!  
Thi nk about  your  bi ki ni  t hi s 
summer !  You donÕt  want  t o l ook l i ke 
a gi ant  j el l yf i sh on t he beach,  do 
you? So keep movi ng!  Coupl e mor e. . .  
weÕr e al most  t her e. . .   aaand. . .

The musi c ends on a f i nal  synchr oni zed movement  made by al l  
t he dancer s.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . .  gi ve your sel ves a hand!  That  
was a GREAT wor kout !

The t r oupe appl auds whi l e El i sabet h f aces t he camer a wi t h a 
gr eat  bi g smi l e:

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
I Õl l  see you next  week t o wor k mor e 
on t he l at er al  abs,  t hose ar e t he 
har dest  t o scul pt .  I n t he 
meant i me. . .  Take car e of  your sel f !  

She bl ows a ki ss t o t he camer a.

The camer as st op r ol l i ng,  and t he soundst age l i ght s f ade.

El i sabet h' s smi l e f ades i nst ant l y as she r el axes her  body.  

She' s cover ed i n sweat .  Out  of  br eat h.

Real l y out  of  br eat h.  She wi nces br i ef l y as she massages her  
knee.  

An assi st ant  br i ngs her  a t owel  and a bot t l e of  wat er .  
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We f ol l ow her  f r om behi nd. . .

I NT.  BACKSTAGE HALLWAY -  DAY4 4

. . . as she wal ks down t he l ong backst age cor r i dor  of  t he t v 
st at i on wi t h an ener get i c st r i de.  

EVERYONE she meet s or  bumps i nt o wi shes her  a " Happy 
Bi r t hday"  wi t h a br oad smi l e.  El i sabet h smi l es back and 
cheer f ul l y t hanks t hem.  

Wal ki ng down t he cor r i dor  she passes by dozens of  f r amed 
post er s di spl ayi ng her  smi l i ng f ace and shapel y body f r om 
ever y season of  t he show:

SPARKLE YOUR LI FE

On t he successi ve post er s,  El i sabet h di spl ays t he exact  same 
br i ght  smi l e but  t he col or s and l ooks change as her  physi cal  
appear ance al t er s over  t i me,  t he hai r st yl es becomi ng l ess and 
l ess f r i zzed and her  f ace mor e and mor e phot oshopped.  

El i sabet h wal ks t o t he l adi es r oom at  t he end of  t he cor r i dor  
but  i t  t ur ns out  t o be cl osed f or  cl eani ng.  She gl ances r ound 
t o check sheÕs al one and f i nal l y. . .  wal ks i nt o t he men' s r oom 
next  door .

TV STUDI O -  MENÕS ROOM5 5

Nobody i nsi de.  

She l eans over  t he si nk,  spl ashes wat er  over  her  f ace,  maki ng 
t he most  of  t he moment  t o r ef r esh her sel f  af t er  t he physi cal  
ef f or t .

She t hen ent er s one of  t he t oi l et  st al l s.

St at i c shot  of  t he r ow of  si nks i n t he empt y menÕs r oom.

The neons cast  a per f ect l y whi t e and unchangi ng l i ght .

Long,  si l ent  beat .

Soon t o be br oken by t he sudden,  l oud ar r i val  of  A STOUT 
MI DDLE- AGED MAN,  hi s ear  gl ued t o a cel l phone,  f ace r ed wi t h 
anger :

MAN
I  donÕt  car e i f  we have t o see 
EVERY FUCKI NG YOUNG GI RL i n t own i n 
t he next  coupl e of  weeks.  We need 
her  YOUNG.  We need her  HOT.  And we 
need her  NOW.
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Thi s i s HARVEY,  t he TV net wor k di r ect or .  Mi d- 50s,  l ar ge bel l y 
and wear i ng a l oose sui t ,  he comes t o st and r i ght  i n f r ont  of  
t he camer a under  whi ch we guess i s an out  of  f r ame ur i nal .  
Hi s phone wedged bet ween hi s ear  and shoul der  he cont i nues 
hi s l ogor r hoea whi l e unbut t oni ng hi s pant s t o t ake a pi ss:

HARVEY
I  mean,  how t he ol d bi t ch has 
managed t o st ay t hi s l ong i n t he 
f i r st  pl ace i s a f ucki ng myst er y!

( t he per son at  t he ot her  
end of  t he l i ne t r i es t o 
say somet hi ng but  i s 
i mmedi at el y cut  of f )

Oscar  wi nner  my ass!  When was t hat ? 
Back i n t he 30s f or  KI NG KONG?!   

( he" shakes"  hi msel f  of f )
I  donÕt  gi ve a f uck what  we 
pr omi sed her !  Thi s i s TV,  not  a 
char i t y!  So f i nd me somebody NEW.  
NOW.   

He f l ushes t he ur i nal  and cl oses hi s f l y.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Di d you know t hat  womenÕs f er t i l i t y 
st ar t s t o decr ease f r om t he age of  
25?

He l eaves wi t hout  washi ng hi s hands. . . .

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Yeah I  know. . . ( he chuckl es) . . . How 
ol d i s El i sa?

Hi s voi ce dr i f t s away as t he bat hr oom door  sl owl y cl oses wi t h 
t he aut omat i c cl osi ng syst em.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
. . . . Ha ha so hur r y up!  

Hi s l aught er  t r ai l i ng of f  i n t he di st ance unt i l  t he r oom i s 
compl et el y si l ent  agai n.

A beat  on t he empt y r oom.

The whi t e si nks.

The neon l i ght s cast i ng t he unchangi ng l i ght .

Then,  t he sound of  a t oi l et  f l ushi ng.

The door  t o one of  t he st al l s f i nal l y opens sl owl y and 
El i sabet h wal ks out .

She r emai ns st i l l  f or  a moment  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he 
i mmacul at e r oom,  her  r ef l ect i on i nf i ni t el y r epeat i ng i n t he 
mi r r or s i n f r ont  and behi nd her .

. . . sc 5

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  7 -



. . . sc 5

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  8 -

Her  f l uor escent  l eggi ngs now seem r i di cul ousl y out  of  pl ace.  

She wal ks ver y cal ml y t owar ds a si nk,  washes her  hands sl owl y 
and knowi ngl y,  her  eyes f ocused on t he wat er  f l owi ng out  of  
t he t ap. . .  t hen she st ops t he wat er  i n one swi f t  gest ur e.

She l ooks up sl owl y. . .  

A beat ,  al one,  f aci ng her  r ef l ect i on i n t he mi r r or . . .

               ELISABETH             
The noi se of  pl at es and gl asses t hat  pr ogr essi vel y gr ows 
l ouder . . .

FADE I N:

I NT.  RESTAURANT -  DAY6 6

Gr easy f i nger s t hat  r i p t he head of f  of  a shr i mp:  SHLACK!

The t hi ck sweat y nape of  a manÕs neck,  on whi ch a f l y 
spor adi cal l y l ands.  A pudgy hand t r i es t o f l i ck i t  away.

I t Õs Har veyÕs hand.  Faci ng camer a,  he i s i n t he mi dst  of  
anot her  l ogor r hei c monol ogue as he peel s and shel l s t he j ui cy 
shr i mp bef or e st uf f i ng t hem i nt o hi s mout h. . . sl ur p. . . i n 
bet ween t wo wor ds. . .

HARVEY
. . . but  i t Õs l i ke when youÕve got  
someone f ar t i ng on scr een. . .  
sl ur p. . .  Peopl e LOVE t hat !  I Õd 
r at her  t al k about  RENOI R or  GAUGUI N 
but  sl ur p. . .  t hat Õs how i t  i s.  
CÕest  l a vi e. . .  Peopl e ar e j ust . . .  
peopl e.  And I  have t o gi ve peopl e 
what  t hey want .  sl ur p. . .  That Õs 
what  keeps t he shar ehol der s happy.  
sl ur p. . .  And l et  me t el l  you 
somet hi ng:  peopl e al ways ask f or  
somet hi ng NEW.  sl ur p. . .  RENEWAL i s 
i nevi t abl e.  I t ' s nat ur eÕs way.  You 
ei t her  RENEW or  you di sappear .

" RENEW"  seems t o expl ode out  of  hi s mout h i n a spl ut t er  of  
shr i mp.

He st ar es at  a young wai t r essÕ ass,  whi ch seems t o RENEW hi s 
appet i t e.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
At  50,  i t  st ops.  And t hat ' s not  me 
sayi ng so.  That ' s bi ol ogy.
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We f i nal l y di scover  El i sabet h,  f aci ng hi m.

ELI SABETH
What  st ops?

A beat .

HARVEY
What ?

ELI SABETH
What  st ops?

HARVEY
. . . ? The. . .  you know t he. . .  t he. . .

Suddenl y r eal l y uncomf or t abl e,  he makes a ci r cul ar  gest ur e 
wi t h hi s hand. . .

Then he br ushes i t  al l  asi de wi t h a sweepi ng gest ur e.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Anyway!  Lot s of  wonder f ul  t hi ngs 
awai t  you af t er war ds,  you' l l  
f i nal l y have t i me t o enj oy your  
pr i vat e l i f e.  Ki ds,  t hey put  a bi g 
smi l e on your  f ace and you f or get  
about  ever yt hi ng el se!

ELI SABETH
I  donÕt  have ki ds.

A t i ny,  empt y beat  i n Har vey' s dul l  eyes.   

He j umps t o hi s f eet  gr abbi ng hi s phone,  l ooki ng t er r i bl y 
busy,  and cal l s out  t o a MAN ( 60)  at  t he back of  t he r oom.  

HARVEY
GEORGE!

( t o El i sabet h)
I ' ve got t a r un.

He wal ks away,  hi t t i ng on t he young wai t r ess as he passes her  
by and openi ng hi s ar ms t owar ds a man i n hi s si xt i es at  t he 
back of  t he r oom,  gr andi l oquent :  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
GEORGE! !  These r at i ngs ar e i nsane!  
YouÕr e a f ucki ng geni us!  

El i sabet h i s l ef t  al one si t t i ng at  t he t abl e.  

I nsi de t he wi ne gl ass,  whi ch she' s bar el y t ouched,  t he f l y i s 
dr owni ng.  I t ' s wr i ggl i ng al l  ar ound desper at el y f i ght i ng t o 
escape t hi s sweet ,  l i qui d t r ap. . .  
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El i sabet h st ar es at  t he f l y,  whi ch t wi t ches as i f  havi ng an 
epi l ept i c f i t ,  i t s movement s gr owi ng sl ower . . .  and sl ower . . .  
unt i l  f i nal l y i t  i s compl et el y i mmobi l i zed.  

Dead and di sgust i ng.

DI SSOLVE TO:

OMI TTED7 7

I NT.  CRAI G SI LVER MANAGEMENT OFFI CE -  DAY8 8

A huge pi ct ur e of  El i sabet h wi t h an ul t r a br i ght  smi l e,  
pr ai si ng t he mer i t s of  a whi t eni ng t oot hpast e:

WI TH TOOTHBRI TE ( check cl ear ance)
YOU GOT I T!                  

The smi l e i s swal l owed up as a hand cl oses t he magazi ne 
cont ai ni ng t he ad.

CRAI G
TOOTHBRI TE i s endi ng your  
ambassador Õs cont r act .  

CRAI G SI LVER,  40,  si t s behi nd a bi g desk,  f aci ng El i sabet h.

ELI SABETH
But  we j ust  r enewed i t  a mont h ago!

CRAI G
I  know.  But  t hey ar e wi t hi n t hei r  
r i ght  t o do so consi der i ng t he 
Òsi gni f i cant  change i n your  publ i c 
not or i et yÓ wi t h t he end of  your  
show. . .

El i sabet h,  speechl ess,  her  eyes gl i st eni ng wi t h t he t ear s she 
i s t r yi ng t o hol d back.

ELI SABETH
So what Õs our  next  move? Maybe a 
r eal i t y show? Or  I  was t hi nki ng 
even a cooki ng show. . . or  why not  
a. . .  

She st ops when she sees Cr ai g,  vi si bl y i l l  at  ease,  wi ggl i ng 
about  i n hi s seat .

CRAI G
Li st en. . .  I  know t hi s i s not  t he 
best  moment  t o t el l  you t hi s but . . .  
we ar e f or ced t o cut  back on t he 
number  of  cl i ent s we r epr esent  at  
t he agency and. . .
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. . .

ELI SABETH
ÒWeÓ? Who i s ÒweÓ?

CRAI G
Wel l  you know. . .  CRAI G SI LVER 
MANAGEMENT.

ELI SABETH
Sor r y what Õs your  name agai n?

CRAI G
What ?

ELI SABETH
What Õs your  name?

CRAI G
CÕmon. . . Li zzi e

ELI SABETH
What Õs your  f ucki ng name?

CRAI G
Cr ai g Si l ver -   

A beat  on hi s cont r i t e f ace.  We hear  t he door  sl am vi ol ent l y

EXT.  AVENUE -  DAY9 9

El i sabet h i s at  t he wheel  of  her  car .

We can al most  hear  t he bi l l i on t hought s f i r i ng t hr ough her  
mi nd,  knocki ng back and f or t h.

She' s speedi ng al ong a r oad l i ned wi t h pal m t r ees.

The noi se of  t he t r af f i c seems t o be get t i ng l ouder  and 
l ouder .

She dr i ves past  a bi g bi l l boar d f l aunt i ng her  phot o:

WI TH TOOTHBRI TE 

YOU GOT I T!
She t ur ns her  head,  t r yi ng t o see t he new bi l l boar d t hat  t wo 
wor ker s ar e put t i ng up i n her  pl ac-

WHAM! ! !  A car  hur t l es r i ght  out  of  a cr ossr oad and 
SMASHES st r ai ght  i nt o her  car .  The wi ndow expl ode as t he car  
spi ns vi ol ent l y,  t i r es scr eechi ng agai nst  t he asphal t .  
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I NT.  HOSPI TAL ROOM -  DAY10 10

El i sabet h i s i n t he ER.  

She' s si t t i ng on t he si de of  a bed wear i ng a di sposabl e paper  
hospi t al  gown t i ed up i n t he back,  wi t h her  l egs dangl i ng i n 
f r ont  of  her .  A sl ew of  x- r ays ar e on a backl i t  x- r ay vi ewer .

A DOCTOR comes i n accompani ed by a YOUNG MALE NURSE.

DOCTOR
Wel l  i t Õs your  l ucky day Ms.  
Spar kl e!  WeÕve X- r ayed you f r om 
head t o t oe and t her eÕs not  even as 
much as a cr acked mol ar .  So youÕr e 
good t o go!

The young mal e nur se hands hi m a f i l e.  The nur se i s wear i ng a 
sur gi cal  mask t hat  onl y al l ows us t o see hi s pi er ci ng eyes of  
an ext r eme azur e bl ue.

He appear s t o be st unni ngl y handsome.

El i sabet h i s i n her  own di st ant  and mut ed bubbl e whi l e t he 
doct or  goes over  her  f i l e,  checki ng ever yt hi ng f or  t he l ast  
t i me and si gni ng of f  on t he paper wor k.

DOCTOR (CONTÕD)
. . . vacci nat i ons. . . ok. . .  not  
cur r ent l y on any medi cat i on. . .  By 
t he way my wi f e i s a huge f an. . .  
bl ood t ype. . .  dat e of  bi r t h. . .  oh,  
i t Õs your  bi r t hday happy bi r t hd-  

He doesnÕt  have t i me t o f i ni shÐ El i sabet h bur st s i nt o t ear s.

Long beat  on El i sabet h,  hunched over  and shaken by hi ccups as 
she sobs.

ELI SABETH
( mut t er i ng t o her sel f )

I t Õs over . . .

The doct or  l ooks at  her ,  uncomf or t abl e.  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
I t Õs al l  over . . .

A l ong awkwar d beat .

Beep beep -  t he doct or  gl ances at  hi s beeper  cl i pped t o hi s 
bel t .

DOCTOR
( r el i eved f or  t he excuse 

t o get  away)
An emer gency,  I  have t o r un.
Have a good. . .  euh . . . bye.
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He l eaves.  El i sabet h r emai ns si t t i ng on t he exami nat i on 
t abl e.

Af t er  a l ong moment ,  she wi pes t he t ear s f r om her  f ace and i s 
about  t o st and u-

MALE NURSE ( O. S. )
One moment .  

She t ur ns ar ound,  sur pr i sed t o see t hat  t he nur se i s st i l l  
t her e.  Hi s st r i ki ng,  pi er ci ng bl ue eyes l ooki ng out  f r om 
behi nd hi s mask.  

MALE NURSE (CONTÕD)
Ther eÕs j ust  one l ast  exam t o 
per f or m.

ELI SABETH
Oh? Di dnÕt  he say I  was good t o g-

He separ at es t he open f l aps of  her  paper  hospi t al  gown and 
pl aces hi s st et hoscope on her  back.

Whi l e he moves t he st et hoscope ar ound her  back,  we not i ce 
t hat  he has a smal l  st r awber r y bi r t hmar k on hi s f or ear m.

We hear  noi ses comi ng f r om i nsi de her  body,  ampl i f i ed by t he 
i nst r ument :  Boom boom. . .  boom boom. . . boom boom. . . .

Hi s hands st ar t  t o pal pat e al ong her  backbone,  t he f i nger s of  
hi s l at ex gl oves f ol l owi ng t he l engt h of  t he pr omi nent  
ver t ebr ae,  st oppi ng and pal pat i ng each ver t ebr a wi t h gr eat  
at t ent i on,  as i f  hi s pr obi ng f i nger s wer e measur i ng t he 
r esi st ance of  her  spi nal  col umn.

El i sabet h i s t aken aback by t hi s unusual  exam. . .  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
I s t her e a pr obl em. . . ?

MALE NURSE 
( st i l l  f ocusi ng on her  

spi ne)
No i t Õs per f ect ,  youÕr e a good 
candi dat e.

( cat chi ng hi msel f )
I Õm mean,  youÕr e good t o go.

He goes t o t he coat  r ack t o t ake her  coa-  t he coat  r ack sways 
and f al l s t o t he f l oor .  Oops,  sor r y l et  me get  t hat . . .  he 
r ummages among t he coat s and f i nal l y pi cks up her  yel l ow coat  
whi ch he pl aces on her  l ap.

MALE NURSE (CONTÕD)
Have a good day.  I  wi sh you t he 
best .

He l eaves and El i sabet h i s l ef t  t her e,  i n si l ence.

. . . sc 10

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  13 -



. . . sc 10

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  14 -

Conf used by what  j ust  happened.  

Just  t he noi se of  t he swi ngi ng door s Thump- cl omp,  t hump-
cl omp,  whi ch f i nal l y come t o a st op.

EXT.  HOSPI TAL.  -  DAY11 11

El i sabet h wal ks out  of  t he hospi t al .  A beat  t o br eat he i n t he 
f r esh ai r .

An ear - spl i t t i ng chor us of  car  hor ns and t r af f i c.  

She put s her  hands i n her  coat  pocket s as i f  t o comf or t  
her sel f .  

She f r owns,  f eel i ng somet hi ng i nsi de her  pocket .

She t akes her  hand out ,  hol di ng. . .  a f ol ded paper  packet  wi t h 
somet hi ng i nsi de.  She unf ol ds i t  and f i nds a USB st i ck,  whi ch 
she i s mani f est l y di scover i ng f or  t he ver y f i r st  t i me.  

Wr i t t en down on t he back of  t he st i ck:

THE SUBSTANCE  

Scr i bbl ed on t he cr umpl ed pi ece of  paper :  ÒI t  changed my 
l i f e. Ó

She t akes a moment  t o l ook at  t he USB st i ck ami dst  t he r acket  
caused by t he t r af f i c. . .

MANÕS VOI CE ( O. S. )
. . . Li zzi e??. . .  Li zzi e Spar kl e??

She l ooks up:  A RATHER UNPREPOSSESSI NG- LOOKI NG MAN i n hi s 
f i f t i es,  wi t h j ust  a cr own of  hai r  l ef t  on hi s bal di ng head,  
i s l ooki ng at  her  wi t h a wi de smi l e on hi s f ace as he adj ust s 
hi s gl asses on hi s nose.

MAN
OMG I  canÕt  bel i eve i t !

An embar r assed si l ence,  she vi si bl y doesn' t  r ecogni ze hi m.

MAN (CONTÕD)
. . . Fr ed f r om 10t h gr ade homer oom!

. . .

She wi dens her  eyes,  maki ng us under st and t hat  t i me has not  
been ki nd t o hi m. . .  

ELI SABETH
. . . Oh. . .  Fr ed. . . of  cour se. . .

He passes hi s hand over  hi s bal d head.
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FRED
Yeah. . .  bal dness r uns i n t he f ami l y 
-  no escapi ng i t .   

ELI SABETH
Oh no,  t hat Õs not  what  I  mea. . .

FRED
You,  however ,  haven' t  changed!   
YouÕr e st i l l  t he most  beaut i f ul  
gi r l  i n t he whol e wi de wor l d!  I Õve 
f ol l owed your  car eer ,  what  a 
success!  Wow wow WOW!  

She smi l es wi t hout  l et t i ng anyt hi ng show.  

FRED (CONTÕD)
And t he f unny t hi ng i s my mom used 
t o buy your  t oot hpast e.  So ever y 
t i me I  went  home f or  Chr i st mas,  I  
woul d t hi nk about  you when I  
br ushed my t eet h.

ELI SABETH
Oh,  t hat Õs. . .

FRED
SheÕs dead now.

. . . cr eepy.

A t axi  pul l s up i n f r ont  of  t hem.

FRED (CONTÕD)
Oh t hat Õs f or  me.  Hey!  Why donÕt  we 
go out  f or  a dr i nk some t i me now 
t hat  weÕve Òr econnect edÓ?!

ELI SABETH
Oh uh. . .  I Õm ki nd of . . .

FRED
Oh,  I Õm st upi d. . .  of  cour se youÕr e 
super  busy. . .  

ELI SABETH
( bei ng pol i t e)

But  why donÕt  you gi ve me your  
car d. . .  you never  know!

FRED
Oh!  I Õm not  a Òcar dÓ t ype of  guy 
but . . .

He r ummages t hr ough hi s pocket s and t akes out  a pen and some 
sheet s of  paper  wi t h what  ar e vi si bl y medi cal  t est  r esul t s.
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FRED (CONTÕD)
What  do we have her e. . .  ok t hi s 
wi l l  do.  

( he scr i bbl es on one of  
t he sheet s)

Pl ease donÕt  l ook at  my chol est er ol  
l evel s,  t heyÕr e a di sast er . . .

He r i ps of f  t he end of  t he paper  wi t h hi s number  wr i t t en on 
i t . . .  and i t  f l i es of f  and l ands i n a puddl e of  mi r ky wat er .

FRED (CONTÕD)
Oh God. . .

( cl umsi l y pi cki ng i t  up 
and wi pi ng i t )

Pr ogr ammer Õs hands. . .  Ar enÕt  much 
good away f r om t he keyboar d!  

The t axi  honks.  He sl aps t he paper  i nt o El i sabet hÕs hand.

FRED (CONTÕD)
Now youÕve got  i t !   

He chuckl es,  pr oud of  hi s j oke and j umps i nt o t he t axi  as he 
mi mes t he t el ephoni ng gest ur e:  Òcal l  me! Ó 

I NT.  ELI SABETHÕS APARTMENT /  LI VI NG ROOM -  END OF AFTERNOON12 12

El i sabet h i s st andi ng i n f r ont  of  an over si zed pi ct ur e wi ndow 
wi t h a magni f i cent  vi ew of  t he ci t y i n a spaci ous,  el egant l y 
decor at ed l i vi ng r oom.  

Hangi ng on t he wal l  opposi t e t he wi ndow i s a huge f ul l - l engt h 
f r amed post er  of  her .  She' s spor t i ng a sexy pose i n a bl ue 
l eot ar d wi t h a bi g conquer i ng smi l e on her  f ace.

A bouquet  of  f l ower s st i l l  wr apped i n pl ast i c si t s on t he 
t abl e.  On t he smal l  car d at t ached we r ead:  " Thank you f or  al l  
t hese year s wi t h us.  You wer e amazi ng! " .  The wor d " wer e"  
seems t o st and out  l i ke a punch i n t he f ace.  

El i sabet h pl ugs t he USB st i ck i nt o her  t el evi si on scr een and 
si t s on t he couch.

AN ENTI RELY BLACK SCREEN

Af t er  a moment ,  a MALE VOI CE :  i t  i s deep and sl ow.  
Under neat h a ver y sl i ght ,  al most  i naudi bl e cr ackl i ng sound.

Have you ever  dr eamt  of  a bet t er  ver si on of  your sel f ?

The scr een r emai ns compl et el y bl ack as t he voi ce cont i nues:

We ar e mer el y t he expr essi on of  a genet i c code t hat  f r eezes 
at  a pr eci se moment .  

But  your  DNA conceal s bi l l i ons of  ot her  possi bi l i t i es.
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I nsi de of  you,  t her e i s anot her  you.  Or  shoul d I  say,  
bi l l i ons of  ot her  Òyous. Ó 

One si ngl e i nj ect i on unl ocks your  DNA,  st ar t i ng a new 
cel l ul ar  di vi si on,  t hat  wi l l  r el ease anot her  ver si on of  
your sel f .

Younger .  Mor e beaut i f ul .  Mor e per f ect .

Thi s i s. . .

The t i t l e appear s f ul l  scr een at  t he same t i me as t he voi ce 
pr onounces:  

    THE SUBSTANCE    
A l ong si l ent  beat  over  t he t i t l e.  

I t  t hen di sappear s.  Si l ent  beat  on t he BLACK scr een.

And at  l ong l ast ,  an i mage. . .

A yel l ow bal l  ( l i ke bl u t ack)  upon a whi t e sur f ace 
( hi gh angl e t op shot  l i ke i n a l ab demonst r at i on) .

You ar e t he mat r i x .

The bal l  i s sl i ght l y dent ed and i r r egul ar .  

Two mal e hands ent er  t he f r ame and st ar t  sl owl y pul l i ng on a 
sect i on of  t he bl u t ack bal l .  

Ever yt hi ng comes f r om YOU.  

The hand pul l s. . .  and pul l s. . .  unt i l  t he pi ece det aches 
i t sel f  f r om t he or i gi nal  bal l .  

And ever yt hi ng I S you.  

THE HAND ROLLS THE NEW PI ECE TO FORM A PERFECTLY ROUNDED 
SECOND BALL WHI CH NOW SI TS NEXT TO THE ORI GI NAL,  THAT I N 
CONTRAST SEEMS ALL THE MORE I MPERFECT.

Thi s i s si mpl y. . .  a bet t er  ver si on of  your sel f .  

Each hand pr esent s one bal l  on i t s open pal m:  

You j ust  have t o shar e.  

The l ef t  hand cl oses over  t he l ef t  bal l  maki ng i t  di sappear .

One week f or  one.
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Bef or e r e- openi ng whi l e cl osi ng t he ot her  hand.

And one week f or  t he ot her .

Bot h hands r e- open.  Si l ent  beat  on t he t wo smal l  bal l s si de 
by si de.

A per f ect  bal ance of  7 days each.  

The one and onl y t hi ng not  t o f or get . . .

          YOU ARE ONE          
BACK TO THE TWO BALLS.

 YOU CANÕT ESCAPE  FROM YOURSELF

The t wo hands sl am t he t wo bal l s t oget her - SMACK!

THE VI DEO ENDS.  

El i sabet h r emai ns st i l l  f or  a moment ,  wat chi ng t he scr een i n 
si l ence.

She t hen r emoves t he USB st i ck,  heads i nt o t he ki t chen. . .  and 
t hr ows i t  i nt o t he t r ash can.

BLACK

A muf f l ed,  di st or t ed noi se as i f  we wer e under wat er . . .

FADE I N:

I NT.  COCKTAI L LOUNGE BAR -  NI GHT13 13

EXTREME CLOSE UP SHOT OF AN OLI VE FLOATI NG i nsi de a 
t r anspar ent  l i qui d.  

The ol i ve i s suddenl y pi er ced by a wooden t oot hpi ck i n a 
muf f l ed,  di st or t ed sound,  l i ke a hear t  pi er ced by a swor d,  
pi eces of  i t s sl ashed f l esh f l oat i ng i n t he l i qui d.

Back t o a medi um shot  whi ch shows t he ol i ve swi mmi ng i nsi de a 
Mar t i ni  gl ass. . .  Whi ch El i sabet h br i ngs t o her  l i ps. . .  and 
empt i es i n one gul p. . .  bef or e put t i ng t he empt y gl ass down. . .  
next  t o t he t wo ot her s on t he bar  count er  i n f r ont  of  her .

I n a wi de shot  we di scover  t hat  she i s si t t i ng at  a bar ,  a 
cosy speak- easy t ype cockt ai l  l ounge.

The mood i s dar k and cl assy,  bl anket ed wi t h bl ack- vel vet  
sur f aces and j azz musi c.
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She gl ances ar ound,  l ooki ng at  t he di f f er ent  coupl es hi dden 
i n t he al coves on dar k couches. . .  

I t Õs l at e.  

SheÕs al one.

She si gnal s t he bar man t o ser ve her  anot her  dr i nk.

I NT.  APARTMENT /  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT14A 14A

THE BI G FRAMED PHOTO OF ELI SABETH SMI LI NG i n t he l i vi ng r oom 
pl unged i n dar kness.

The sound of  somebody t hr owi ng up.

On t he t abl e,  t he r oses ar e now wi l t ed,  asphyxi at ed i n t hei r  
pl ast i c pr i son.  

I NT.  BATHROOM -  NI GHT14B 14B

Fr om t he dar k l ong cor r i dor ,  we can see El i sabet h kneel i ng 
over  t he t oi l et .  

She st ands up and goes t o t he si nk.  Spl ashes wat er  on her  
f ace,  t hen car el essl y wi pes i t  wi t h a t owel  maki ng her  makeup 
r un;  she st ar es f or  a moment  at  her  r ef l ect i on i n t he mi r r or .

The bl ack l i nes of  mascar a r unni ng down her  cheeks make her  
l ook even mor e l i ke a sad cl own.  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT14C 14C

El i sabet h st ands i n f r ont  of  t he bi g pi ct ur e wi ndow.  She 
st ays t her e l ooki ng at  t he ci t y l i ght s.

The l i ght s cont i nue t o shi ne.  The wor l d cont i nues t o spi n.

Wi t hout  her .

Her  eyes dar t  back and f or t h bet ween di f f er ent  obj ect s and 
keepsakes l i ned up on t he edge of  t he wi ndow si l l .  An Oscar  
has pr i de of  pl ace among t he ot her  st at ues and awar ds,  f r amed 
phot os and souveni r s wher e we see her  smi l i ng sur r ounded by 
var i ous peopl e.

She pi cks up a snow gl obe wi t h a smal l  f i gur i ne ver si on of  
her sel f  i nsi de.  The t i ny f i gur i ne st ands on a smal l  pi nk 
st ar ,  a r epl i ca of  t he Hol l ywood Wal k of  Fame.   

She shakes t he gl obe:  gol den conf et t i  f l oat s ar ound i nsi de 
t he l i qui d,  cr eat i ng a magi cal  gol den r ai n ar ound El i sabet h' s 
f i gur i ne r epl i ca.  
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A suspended moment  on t he spar kl i ng conf et t i  l i nger i ng 
wei ght l essl y. . .  

Al l  of  a sudden,  El i sabet h t ur ns ar ound and hur l s t he gl obe 
wi t h al l  her  st r engt h agai nst  t he wal l :  BAM! ! !  The gl obe 
smashes and shat t er s i nt o pi eces agai nst  t he f r amed post er ,  
spl at t er i ng ever yt hi ng i n t he pr ocess.

The smi l i ng f ace on t he post er  i s now dr i bbl i ng t he sl i my,  
t r anspar ent  l i qui d;  t he gl ass i s cr acked r i ght  over  one of  
her  eyes,  as i f  she had got t en punched i n t he f ace.

El i sabet h gr abs t he wi l t ed f l ower s f r om t he t abl e,  heads t o 
t he ki t chen and. . .

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  NI GHT14D 14D

. . .  t hr ows t hem i n t he t r ash can.

BLACK

A l ong si l ent  beat .

CLACK -  LOW ANGLE SHOT FROM I NSI DE THE TRASH CAN WHI CH OPENS 
AGAI N-  r eveal i ng El i sabet hÕs f ace f r amed by t he bl ack can.   

She l eans over ,  st i cks her  hand i nsi de t he bl ack bucket . . .

. . .  and r et r i eves t he USB st i ck,  cover ed i n st i cky r esi due.  

I NT.  BEDROOM.  NI GHT15A 15A

El i sabet h si t s on t he si de of  her  bed on t he phone,  l i t  onl y 
by t he smal l  bedsi de l amp whose sof t  gl ow l i ght s her  f ace.

The sound of  t he l i ne r i ngi ng.  Sl ow.  Regul ar .  The l i ne 
cr ackl es sl i ght l y.

Af t er  numer ous r i ngs,  someone f i nal l y pi cks up t he phone.

A moment  of  si l ence.

Then a mascul i ne voi ce,  deep and caver nous:

Yes?

The sound of  heavy br eat hi ng on t he ot her  end of  t he l i ne.

El i sabet h hesi t at es,  t hen f i nal l y j umps i n:

ELI SABETH
I Õd l i ke t o. . .  or der ?

A beat .  Then t he deep,  t er se,  deadpan voi ce:

Addr ess?
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ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
1057 Nor t h Bever l y Dr i ve.

Pl ease not e:  35 Nor t h Byr on Al l ey. ( TBD)

Caught  unpr epar ed,  she gr abs a pen and scr i bbl es t he addr ess 
on t he pal m of  her  hand.  

The l i ne goes dead.

El i sabet h r emai ns f or  a moment  wi t hout  movi ng on her  bed.

BLACK

I NT.  BEDROOM /  CORRI DOR -  DAY15B 15B

A st eady whi r r i ng sound t hat  gr ows l ouder  and l ouder . . .

Bi t s of  l i ght  appear  and di sappear . . .  El i sabet h opens her  
eyes wi t h a st ar t .  

She r eal i zes t hat  she f el l  asl eep on her  bed st i l l  dr essed.  
SheÕs dazzl ed by t he sunl i ght  t hat  f l oods her  bedr oom.

She si t s up and swi ngs her  l egs over  t he si de of  t he bed. . .  
ouch. . .  a maj or  hangover .

She wal ks down t he hal l way dr aggi ng her  f eet  wher e A CLEANI NG 
LADY I N HER FI FTI ES i s r unni ng t he vacuum.

ELI SABETH
Hel l o Mar i a.

MARI A
Hel l o MaÕam.

I NT.  SHOWER.  DAY16 16

HI SSSSSSSSSSSS TOP SHOT OF THE POWERFUL JET OF WATER spr ayi ng 
El i sabet h' s head and back,  f l at t eni ng her  hai r ,  wat er  
st r eami ng down her  numb body.  She l ooks up and t he j et  sl owl y 
washes away t he t r aces of  makeup on her  f ace.

CUT TO:

I NT.  KI TCHEN /  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY17 17

SI SSSSSSSSS -  AN EFFERVESCENT ASPI RI N TABLET dr ops i nt o a 
gl ass of  wat er .

El i sabet h si t s at  t he ki t chen t abl e,  wear i ng a whi t e t er r y 
cl ot h bat hr obe.  

The bubbl es r i se t o t he sur f ace of  t he gl ass.
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I n t he backgr ound i n t he l i vi ng r oom,  we see Mar i a vacuumi ng 
sl owl y,  cr ossi ng t he f r ame i n a st r ai ght  l i ne f r om l ef t  t o 
r i ght . . . .  t hen f r om r i ght  t o l ef t . . .  l i ke a smal l  f oosbal l  
f i gur i ne movi ng st r ai ght  i n i t s axi s.

El i sabet h pi cks up t he newspaper  t hat  has been dr opped on t he 
t abl e wi t h t he mai l ,  and qui ckl y l eaf s t hr ough i t .

She canÕt  hel p but  t ake a qui ck l ook at  t he cl assi f i ed ads. . .  
wher e she di scover s t he cast i ng cal l  t o r epl ace her .

A moment  t o r egr oup. . .  t hen she t hr ows t he paper  i nt o t he 
wast epaper  basket  and si f t s t hr ough t he r est  of  her  mai l  -  
adver t i si ng f l i er s,  a f ew bi l l s. . .  and st ops on a whi t e 
envel ope wi t h her  addr ess wr i t t en by hand.  The envel ope i s 
seal ed wi t h an ÒSÓ on t he back.  No st amp,  no post mar k,  as i f  
someone had dr opped i t  of f  t her e.

El i sabet h opens t he envel ope,  and f i nds encl osed a whi t e 
pl ast i c car d t hat  i s si mpl y mar ked:  503.

She l ooks at  t he back of  t he car d:  not hi ng.

She st ar es at  t he car d f or  a moment . . .  t hen at  t he pal m of  
her  hand wi t h t he addr ess al most  ent i r el y er ased by her  
shower .

I n t he backgr ound,  t he excr uci at i ngl y i nsi st ent  noi se of  t he 
vacuum cl eaner  

EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH AREA) .  DAY18A 18A

We f ol l ow El i sabet h f r om behi nd wi t h a hand- hel d camer a as 
she wal ks down t he st r eet .

Her  must ar d yel l ow coat  i s a spot  of  col or  t hat  keeps us 
r i vet ed t o her  and her  gai t .

EXT.  STREET ( LESS NI CE STREET) .  DAY 18B 18B

St i l l  f ol l owi ng El i sabet h f r om behi nd as she wal ks ( her  
sur r oundi ngs ar e a l i t t l e l ess pl easant )

EXT.  AVENUE /  DEPOSI T BUI LDI NG ( SKI D ROW) .  DAY19A 19A

El i sabet h ar r i ves at  t he gi ven addr ess:  on t he avenue,  a 
smal l  seedy met al  shut t er  door  wi t hout  any si gns or  
namepl at es.

Just  a smal l  magnet i c car d r eader  on t he si de of  t he door .  
She waves her  car d and t he shut t er  st ar t s t o r i se. . . t hen get s 
st uck,  hal f way open.  She waves her  car d at  i t  agai n but  t he 
shut t er  r emai ns hal f  shut .  She l ooks ar ound. . .  bef or e 
cr ouchi ng down t o pass under  t he shut t er . . .
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I NT.  DEPOSI T /  LONG NARROW CORRI DOR -  DAY19B 19B

SheÕs now i n a l ong nar r ow decr epi t  hal l way.  On t he ot her  
si de of  t he shut t er  door ,  a not i f i cat i on f l yer  f r om a pest  
cont r ol  company.

Ni ce. . .

She goes down t he l ong cor r i dor . . . ,  whi ch l eads t o. . .

I NT.  DEPOSI T /  LOBBY19C 19C

. . . a smal l ,  wi ndowl ess l obby,  har shl y l i t  wi t h neon l i ght s,  
wi t h l et t er  boxes,  l i ke post  of f i ce boxes,  on t he wal l .  

El i sabet h scans t he l et t er  boxes. . .  One at  t he bot t om i s 
mar ked 207. . .  and t hen anot her  box,  hi gher  up,  i s mar ked 503.  

She waves her  car d t o unl ock her  l et t er  box.  BEEP.

CUT TO:

I NT.  APARTMENT /  LI VI NG ROOM -  END OF THE DAY20 20

A CARDBOARD BOX MARKED 503 si t s on t he cof f ee t abl e.

Ever yt hi ng i s now t i dy and si l ent  i n t he apar t ment .

El i sabet h si t s on t he couch,  l ooki ng at  t he par cel .

She f i nal l y opens t he box and st ar t s t aki ng out  what  she 
f i nds i nsi de.  She l ays ever yt hi ng out  on t he t abl e.

A smal l  yel l ow f l uor escent  vi al  upon whi ch i s wr i t t en:

ACTI VATOR 
( si ngl e use/ di scar d af t er  use)  

A pl ast i c ki t  cont ai ni ng el ement s t hat  l ook l i ke needl es and 
syr i nges wi t h t he l abel :  

STABI LI ZER
ot her  sel f

Somet hi ng whi ch woul d appear  t o l ook l i ke a sewi ng ki t :  
sur gi cal  sci ssor s.  Compr esses.  Sur gi cal  t hr ead.  Di si nf ect ant .

A t r anspar ent  per f usi on pi pe wi t h a l abel  mar ked SWI TCH.

And t wo t r anspar ent  per f usi on bags f i l l ed wi t h a t hi ck yel l ow 
l i qui d upon whi ch ar e wr i t t en:
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                 FOOD            FOOD

  MATRI X                  OTHER SELF 

- - - - - - - - - - -  7 - - - - - - - - - - -  7

- - - - - - - - - - -  6 - - - - - - - - - - -  6

- - - - - - - - - - -  5 - - - - - - - - - - -  5

- - - - - - - - - - -  4 - - - - - - - - - - -  4

- - - - - - - - - - -  3 - - - - - - - - - - -  3

- - - - - - - - - - -  2 - - - - - - - - - - -  2

- - - - - - - - - - -  1 - - - - - - - - - - -  1

- - - SWI TCH- - -     - - - SWI TCH- - -

At  t he bot t om of  t he box,  a smal l  whi t e not e car d wi t h 
i nst r uct i ons and i cons:  

ÇYOU ACTI VATEÈ -  onl y once ( i nt r avenous)

ÇYOU STABI LI ZEÈ -  ever yday ( i nt r amuscul ar )

ÇYOU SWI TCHÈ -  ever y 7 days wi t hout  except i on.  She t ur ns t he 
car d over  and r eads t he i nscr i pt i on on i t :

REMEMBER YOU ARE ONE

A moment  on t he equi pment  spr ead out  on t he cof f ee t abl e.  

I NT.  BATHROOM -  NI GHT21A 21A

El i sabet h,  naked,  f aces her  bat hr oom mi r r or .  

She l ooks at  t he si ght  t he mi r r or  r ef l ect s back at  her  
wi t hout  cl ot hi ng and makeup.  

Her  br east s.  Her  bel l y.  Her  f ace.  

She sl i des her  hand over  her  beaut y mar k wi t h i t s si ngul ar  
shape next  t o her  bel l y but t on.

She' s st i l l  a ver y beaut i f ul  woman but  doesn' t  seem happy by 
what  she sees.  We can sense a hi dden angui sh.  Gener al i zed.  
I mmense.  

Basi cal l y she' s j ust  agi ng. . .  and ever yt hi ng and ever yone 
ar ound her  l eads her  t o bel i eve i t  i s t he end of  t he wor l d.  
The end of  her  wor l d.  

As she l ooks at  her  r ef l ect i on i n t he mi r r or ,  we hear  t he 
manÕs deep r esonat i ng voi ce:
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You ar e t he mat r i x.

On t he si de of  t he si nk,  t he equi pment  i s car ef ul l y pl aced 
upon a smal l  si l ver  t r ay.

Ever yt hi ng comes f r om YOU.  

And ever yt hi ng I S YOU.  

She pi cks up t he syr i nge and f i l l s i t  wi t h t he f l uor escent  
yel l ow l i qui d f r om t he smal l  ACTI VATOR vi al .  

Thi s i s si mpl y. . .  a bet t er  ver si on of  your sel f .

She l ooks at  her sel f  i n t he mi r r or  agai n.

Then she t akes t he t our ni quet  st r ap pr ovi ded wi t h her  ki t .

She makes a t our ni quet  on her  ar m,  whi ch she t i ght ens wi t h 
her  t eet h.

She di si nf ect s her  ar m wi t h a cot t on pad soaked i n al cohol .  

She t aps her  f or ear m t o f i nd a vei n.  

We can sense she' s ner vous.  She ends up t aki ng a deep br eat h,  
si nks t he needl e i nt o t he vei n and sl owl y empt i es t he 
cont ent s of  t he syr i nge.

She wai t s f or  a f ew moment s,  t ensed.

Not hi ng happens.

A beat .  She br eat hes i n deepl y.

St i l l  not hi ng.

She si ghs. . .  Thi s i s bul l shi -

She t ur ns away f r om t he mi r r or  and ever yt hi ng suddenl y st ar t s 
spi nni ng.  She f al l s. . .  

BAM!  head f i r st  agai nst  t he f l oor  t i l es.21B 21B

She' s f ol ded i n t wo on t he f l oor ,  vi ol ent  abdomi nal  pai ns 
shoot i ng st r ai ght  t hr ough her  st omach.  The pai n i s 
excr uci at i ng.  

Her  ski n seems t o come al i ve al l  of  a sudden.  As i f  somet hi ng 
wer e gr owi ng and movi ng under neat h i t .  

She st ar t s t o sweat .  Her  eyes f i l l  wi t h sheer  t er r or .  

The pai n i s now unbear abl e.

The gr owt h under  her  ski n.
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Sounds gr ow muf f l ed.  As i f  she wer e hear i ng i nsi de of  
her sel f .  Ther e i s somet hi ng movi ng. . .  evol vi ng. . .

Ext r eme cl ose up of  her  pupi l  di l at i ng. . .

. . . Def or mi ng. . .

. . . DI VI DI NG I TSELF I NTO TWO i nsi de her  i r i s. . .  

She cur l s up i nt o a f oet al  posi t i on under  t he unbear abl e 
pai n.  

Her  eye r ol l s upwar ds and f or  a moment  we f l eet i ngl y see. . .  A 
SECOND EYE I NSI DE THE CAVI TY bef or e i t  di sappear s behi nd t he 
ocul ar  gl obe. . .  

On her  back,  her  ski n def or ms i t sel f  and t hen st ar t s r i ppl i ng 
l i ke waves,  as i f  somet hi ng st r ange wer e movi ng i nsi de of  
her .  

The ski n cover i ng her  spi ne st ar t s t o cr ack. . .  and spl i t  
open.  Under  t he openi ng ski n. . .  we see a SECOND SPI NE. . .

As i f  ANOTHER BODY wer e l ocked up i nsi de her  own body.  

The ski n par t s i n t wo and l et s THE SECOND BODY APPEAR.

The sound i s muf f l ed,  her  pupi l  di l at es l i ke a bl ack hol e,  a 
r i ngi ng noi se cr eeps up i n her  ear s,  gr owi ng mor e and mor e 

deaf eni ng. . .  
We ent er  her  pupi l ,  a t unnel  of  f l uor escent  l i ght  movi ng at  
f ul l  speed t owar ds a smal l  whi t e spot  whi ch gr ows bi gger  and 
bi gger  wi t h AMAZI NG SPEED. . .

BLACK

Si l ence.21C 21C

A l ong beat .

Ver y l ong beat .

Of  si l ence.

And dar kness.

And suddenl y.

The subl i mi nal  shot  of  a hear t  on f i r e,  bl azi ng.

Boom BOOM. . .  Boom BOOM. . .  Boom BOOM. . .

The i mage r et ur ns,  sl owl y but  sur el y.
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Fl i cker i ng l i ke t he bat t i ng of  eyel i ds. . .

Sl owl y comi ng back t o l i f e. . .

At  f i r st  we onl y see whi t e t i l es.

We soon r eal i ze t hat  t hi s i s El i sabet h' s POV,  waki ng up on 
t he bat hr oom f l oor .  Her  vi si on i s bl ur r y,  she i s t r yi ng t o 
f ocus. . .

She t ur ns t o t he ot her  si de and sees. . .

El i sabet h. . .  l yi ng on her  back,  unconsci ous on t he whi t e 
t i l es.

. . .  ?

I f  El i sabet h i s l yi ng down on t he gr ound i n f r ont  of  her . . .  
Who i s she??

Her  POV:  She l i f t s up her  hand i nt o her  f i el d of  vi si on.  The 
ner ve net wor k i s st i l l  bei ng const r uct ed maki ng i t s bl ue 
vei ns bul ge sl i ght l y.  The edges of  her  f i nger nai l s per spi r e a 
mi xt ur e of  f l ui d and bl ood.

She heads t owar ds t he si nk and f aces t he st eamed up mi r r or .  
She at t empt s t o f ocus.  She wi pes t he mi r r or  wi t h her  hand t o 
t ake t he condensat i on away and di scover s. . .  A MAGNI FI CENT 
YOUNG WOMAN I N HER TWENTI ES. . .  per f ect l y f or med. . .  i ncr edi bl y 
beaut i f ul . . .  and young.  

Her  f eat ur es ar e di f f er ent  f r om El i sabet hÕs,  but  t her e i s a 
di st ant  f ami l y r esembl ance.  

She l ooks compl et el y dazed.  

Al l  t he sounds ar e muf f l ed as i f  she wer e i n cot t on wool .  As 
i f  she can hear  t he i nsi de of  her  body.

She appr oaches t he mi r r or  t o l ook at  her  eye.  She pul l s down 
her  l ower  eyel i d:  i nsi de of  her  i r i s,  t r aces of  yel l ow 
f l uor escent  pi gment  ar e r esor bi ng and f or mi ng a f ew smal l ,  
i r r egul ar  yel l ow st ai ns.

She sl i des her  hand over  her  f ace,  her  har d ni ppl es,  f i l l ed 
wi t h l i f e. . .  Super  har d poi nt y ni ppl es l i ke when she was 
t went y.  

She not i ces t hat  her  si ngul ar  beaut y mar k i s now on her  r i ght   
br east ,  whi l e her  t ummy i s unbl emi shed.  

She t ur ns t o one si de,  exagger at es t he cur ve of  her  back upon 
whi ch her  l ong hai r  cascades down. . .  l i ke a Venus emer gi ng 
f r om t he wat er . . .  a cr eat ur e of  al most  super nat ur al  beaut y.

She l ooks down. . .  and sees her  ol d sel f  l yi ng on t he f l oor .

The mat r i x.
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SheÕs l yi ng st i l l ,  her  eyes f r ozen,  st ar i ng i nt o empt i ness. . .

. . . i n a puddl e of  f l ui d and bl ood.

The mat r i xÕs back al ong her  spi ne shows t he t r aces of  a sl ot -
l i ke openi ng,  al r eady hal f  cl osed.  

As i f  t he shock of  t hi s vi si on wer e t oo vi ol ent  f or  her ,  
ever yt hi ng spi ns and she t hr ows up a yel l ow,  f l uor escent  
l i qui d on t he whi t e t i l ed f l oor .  

She t hen t r i es t o get  ahol d of  her sel f . . .  t he mat r i x i s pal e 
and canÕt  seem t o br eat he anymor e.  

She opens up t he sewi ng ki t  and f or ces her sel f  t o get  i t  21D 21D
t oget her .  She st ar t s sewi ng up t he sl i t  i n El i sabet h' s back.

The needl e and t hr ead st ar t  sut ur i ng t he huge wound al ong her  
spi ne. . .

Once t he sut ur i ng i s f i ni shed,  she pi cks up t he per f usi on bag 
upon whi ch i s wr i t t en: " FOOD/ MATRI X"  and st i cks t he 
i nt r avenous needl e i nt o El i sabet h' s ar m.

A smal l  bubbl e f l oat s up t hr ough t he per f usi on pi pe. . .

Af t er  a beat . . .  t he mat r i x st ar t s br eat hi ng agai n and t he 
t hi ck yel l ow l i qui d begi ns t o empt y ver y sl owl y al ong t he 
gr adat i on of  t he pl ast i c bag whi ch i ndi cat es 

                            FOOD

                            MATRI X             

- - - - - - - - - - -  7

- - - - - - - - - - -  6

- - - - - - - - - - -  5

- - - - - - - - - - -  4

- - - - - - - - - - -  3

- - - - - - - - - - -  2

- - - - - - - - - - -  1

- - - SWI TCH- - -

She si t s down on t he edge of  t he bat ht ub.  She' s shaki ng.  
Gat her i ng her  t hought s.  

The camer a t r acks back sl owl y and r eveal s t hem si de by si de 
f or  t he f i r st  t i me t oget her .

The MATRI X i s spr ead out  on t he t i l ed f l oor .
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SHE,  t he " new she, "  i s si t t i ng on t he si de of  t he bat ht ub.

Now t hey wi l l  have t o shar e. . .

She st ays si l ent  and i mmobi l e f or  a moment .

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  NI GHT 22 22

NewEl i sabet h at  t he ki t chen t abl e i n her  bat hr obe.

We see her  si t t i ng f r om behi nd,  per f ect l y st i l l .

Then we hear  her  st ar t  t o make gut t ur al  sounds,  whi ch r un up 
and down t he scal e:  bass /  t r ebl e /  bass hhhÉhel É 
Hi i i i ÉheeeÉl l oÉooooÉ whi ch t r i gger  a coughi ng f i t .

She spi t s somet hi ng i nt o a napki n:  f l uor escent  yel l ow mucus.

She t r i es agai n,  t hi s t i me her  voi ce i s cl ear er :  
Hel l o. . . hel l o. . . hel l o

OMI TTED23 23

I NT.  BEDROOM -  NI GHT24 24

TOP SHOT on NewEl i sabet h l yi ng i n t he l ar ge bed,  st ar i ng at  
t he cei l i ng.  

A mi l l i on t hi ngs ar e spi nni ng i nsi de her  head.

She f i nal l y cl oses her  eyes.

Af t er  a f ew moment s,  we see her  t ur ni ng over .

And over  agai n.

Af t er  a whi l e,  she t ur ns t he l i ght  on and get s out  of  bed.

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  NI GHT25 25

The bat hr oom l i ght  swi t ches back on,  r eveal i ng t he mat r i x i n 
st asi s on t he f l oor ,  who hasn' t  moved an i nch.

NewEl i sabet h l ooks at  her  f or  a moment .  She t hen kneel s and 
t i l t s her  ver y car ef ul l y t o l ay her  on her  back.

She t akes a t er r y t owel  whi ch she f ol ds i n f our  and gent l y 
pl aces under neat h t he mat r i xÕs head.

She r eadj ust s her  posi t i on t o make her  comf or t abl e.  Gent l y 
put s her  hai r  back i n pl ace and br i ngs her  ear  cl ose t o her  
f ace t o check her  br eat hi ng.
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Ever yt hi ng i s f i ne.  Af t er  a beat  l ooki ng down at  her . . .  she 
t ur ns of f  t he l i ght  agai n.

BLACK

FADE I N:

I NT/ EXT.  BEDROOM WI NDOW /  PALM TREE -  DAY26 26

A SHI NY- LEAVED PALM TREE st andi ng out  agai nst  t he BLUE SKY.

I NT.  TOP SHOT SHOWER.  DAY27 27

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS -  THE POWERFUL JET OF WATER spr ays down t he 
smal l  of  NewEl i sabet hÕs back,  f l at t eni ng her  l ong bl ond hai r .  
She r uns her  hands al ong her  wai st  . . .  her  bel l y . . .  her  
t hi ghs . . .  as i f  t o appr eci at e her  new shapes and f or ms.

I NT.  BATHROOM.  DAY28A 28A

POV FLOOR LEVEL -  naked f eet  come out  of  t he shower  and wal k 
past  her  f or mer  body st i l l  i n st asi s on t he bat hr oom f l oor ;  a 
f ew dr ops of  wat er  l and on t he mat r i x.  

She wr aps her  bat hr obe ar ound her  and st ands i n f r ont  of  t he 
mi r r or .  Faci ng t he mi r r or ,  her  voi ce i s now per f ect l y cl ear  
and cont r ol l ed:

NEW- ELI SABETH
. . . HELLO.  

St r ange f eel i ng di scover i ng her  new voi ce.

She st ar t s dr yi ng her  hai r  of f  wi t h a t owel .  A sl i ght  
t i nni t us st ar t s buzzi ng i n her  ear s.

Pi ng.

A dr op of  bl ood has j ust  f al l en ont o t he whi t e si nk.

NewEl i sabet h br i ngs her  hand t o her  nose and l ooks at  t he end 
of  her  i ndex f i nger ,  whi ch i s bl ood r ed.

She opens t he l i t t l e door  t o t he cabi net  over  t he si nk and 
t akes out  t he ki t  mar ked:

                         STABI LI ZER
                         Ot her  sel f   

The l i t t l e car d r eads:  

                       you st abi l i se 

                         EVERY DAY 
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She t akes out  of  t he ki t :  a l ong punct ur e needl e. . .  and a 
sor t  of  pl ast i c t ube cont ai ni ng i ndi vi dual ,  but  i nt er l ocki ng,  
mi ni - vi al s ( cl i pped on t he i nsi de)  number ed 1 t o 7,  maki ng up 
t he whol e of  a compar t ment al i zed syr i nge.  

She l ooks at  t he i nst r uct i on car d. . .  her  eyebr ows shoot  up 
when she sees t he di agr ams,  a bi t  uneasy. . .

Pi ng,  pi ng,  pi ng,  t he dr ops of  bl ood f al l  mor e qui ckl y and 
per si st ent l y f or ci ng her  t o r eact .  

She kneel s down next  t o t he mat r i x and gent l y t ur ns her  ont o 
her  si de.

She appr oaches t he over si zed needl e. . .  and st ar t s l i ght l y 
j abbi ng t he sut ur ed ski n. . .  i t  r esi st s. . .  she pushes wi t h a 
bi t  mor e st r engt h. . .  i t  st i l l  r esi st s. . .  she pushes agai n 
and. . .  Swi k! . . .  i t  sl i des r i ght  i n.  

Ext r emel y concent r at ed whi l e t r yi ng t o i gnor e t he pi er ci ng 
t i nni t us t hat  never  st ops,  her  eyes wat ch t he l ong punct ur e 
needl e t hat  pr ogr essi vel y si nks i nt o t he spi nal  col umn.  

The needl e al l  t he way i n,  she cl i ps on t he ser i es of  
compar t ment al i zed vi al s ( f or mi ng a bar r el )  and pul l s l i ght l y 
on t he pl unger . . .  pr ogr essi vel y dr ai ni ng a t r anspar ent  l i qui d 
and f i l l i ng t he i ndi vi dual  vi al s.

Once al l  t he vi al s ar e f i l l ed,  she car ef ul l y r emoves t he 
needl e,  uncl i ps t he f i r st  vi al  mar ked DAY 1 and Swi k!  Gi ves 
her sel f  an i nt r amuscul ar  i nj ect i on i n t he t hi gh.  

HER PUPI L DI LATES -  A beat  whi l e her  body di f f uses t he 
f l ui d. . . .  t he t i nni t us di mi ni shes i n i nt ensi t y. . .  and f i nal l y 
di sappear s.

The bl eedi ng has st opped.  Ever yt hi ngÕs ok.

She br eat hes out  t o cal m her sel f

But  sheÕs di st r act ed by a noi se. . .

She st r ai ns her  ear s. . .  i s i t  t he. . .  sound. . .  of . . .

A KEY I N THE LOCK??! !

Af t er  a suspended moment  wher e ever yt hi ng f r eezes,  her  mi nd 
pr ocessi ng t he i nf or mat i on. . .  

. . . she r ushes down t he hal l way t owar ds t he openi ng door  and 28B 28B
t hr ows al l  her  wei ght  agai nst  i t ,  vi ol ent l y sl ammi ng i t  back 
shut  on t he per son who was t r yi ng t o get  i n.  She doubl e l ocks 
t he door .  CLI CK-  CLACK.  

Af t er  a beat  t o col l ect  her  wi t s,  she l ooks t hr ough t he 
peephol e and di scover s:  MARI A,  her  bag t oppl ed over  on t he 
f l oor ,  not  under st andi ng what  has j ust  happened. . .
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NewEl i sabet hÕs t hought s ar e r aci ng.  NewEl i sabet h r ummages 
t hr ough her  coat  pocket ,  t akes out  her  phone and wr i t es a 
t ext  message.  

She l ooks t hr ough t he peephol e.  Pi ng.  Mar i a t akes out  her  28C 28C
cel l  phone and r eads t he message. . .  f r owns,  l ooks sur pr i sed,  
but  f i nal l y pi cks up her  t hi ngs and l eaves.

Rel i eved,  NewEl i sabet h l et s go of  t he peephol e cover .  
SHLI CK. . .  

I NT.  FRI DGE -  DAY28D 28D

The f r i dge door  opens.  NewEl i sabet h put s i n t he t ube 
cont ai ni ng t he si x r emai ni ng doses of  St abi l i zer .

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY29 29

NewEl i sabet h,  i n pant i es and t - shi r t ,  f aces t he pi ct ur e 
wi ndow over l ooki ng t he ci t y.

She t ur ns ar ound and l ooks at  t he bi g f r amed phot o of  
El i sabet h hangi ng on t he wal l ,  f r ozen i n her  bl ue l eot ar d and  
i mper t ur babl e smi l e.

She goes t o st and i n t he mi ddl e of  t he r oom.   

A beat  st andi ng compl et el y st i l l .

Then,  per f ect l y st r ai ght  on her  cent r al  axi s,  she st ar t s 
sl i di ng her  t wo l egs apar t . . .  her  f eet  sl owl y sl i di ng i n 
opposi t e di r ect i ons on t he har dwood f l oor . . .  even mor e,  unt i l  
she i s i n a f ul l  spl i t  wi t h what  seems t o be di sconcer t i ng 
ease.

Her  knee no l onger  t r oubl es her  i n t he l east .

She t hen t ur ns i nt o a st r addl e spl i t  posi t i on and l eans her  
t or so f or war d,  easi l y r eachi ng t he f l oor  wi t h her  nose,  ar ms 
ext ended.

LOW ANGLE SHOT of  t he post er  of  El i sabet h on t he wal l . . .  soon 
t o be bl ocked out  by NewEl i sabet hÕs upper  body r eappear i ng i n 
t he f r ame whi l e she st r ai ght ens back up.

She l eans her  t or so t o one si de,  maki ng El i sabet hÕs smi l i ng 
f ace r eappear  behi nd her . . .  t hen r et ur ns t o her  cent r al  axi s,  
maski ng El i sabet hÕs f ace agai n,  bef or e l eani ng over  t o t he 
ot her  si de. . .  l i ke a met r onome cover i ng and uncover i ng 
El i sabet hÕs i mage t o t he r hyt hm of  her  st r et chi ng r out i ne.

A beat .  And t he her  eyes f al l  upon t he wast epaper  basket  wi t h 
t he newspaper  t hr own by El i sabet h bef or e.

OMI TTED30 30
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EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH AREA)  -  DAY31 31

We f ol l ow NewEl i sabet h f r om behi nd,  wal ki ng i n t he st r eet .  

Her  must ar d yel l ow coat  pul l ed t i ght l y ar ound her  wai st ,  but  
t he coat  i s now t oo bi g f or  her  new,  t hi nner  and sl ender  
f r ame,  gi vi ng her  a shapel ess si l houet t e.

Her  st ep i s unst eady,  ver y much awar e of  al l  t he sur r oundi ng 
sensor y st i mul i .  The ai r  on her  ski n.  The wi nd i n her  hai r .  
The sound of  her  st eps on t he pavement .

Ever yt hi ng seems shar per .  Hei ght ened.

CUT TO:

I / E.  SHOP WI NDOW /  STREET -  DAY32 32

POV FROM I NSI DE A STORE -  NewEl i sabet h i s st andi ng i n f r ont  
of  a shop wi ndow and l ooki ng at  somet hi ng of f  scr een.

We t r ack back t o gr adual l y r eveal  . . .

. . .  THE PERFECT ASS OF A PLASTI C MANNEQUI N,  mol ded i n a 
FLASHY PI NK l eot ar d and f r ozen i n a sensual  hi p sway posi t i on 
wi t h i t s hand on i t s hi p.

A moment  on t he mannequi nÕs per f ect  ass i n t he f or egr ound. . .  
t hen on NewEl i sabet h i n t he backgr ound who l ooks at  her  
pl ast i c count er par t  f or  a l ong moment . . .  bef or e di sappear i ng 
f r om t he scr een as she ent er s t he shop.

EXT.  STREET ( SHOP EXI T)  -  DAY33 33

We f ol l ow NewEl i sabet h agai n f r om behi nd as she wal ks down 
t he st r eet ,  now wear i ng a pi nk and whi t e var si t y j acket ,  a 
pl eat ed mi ni ski r t  and whi t e sneaker s.  A spor t s bag over  her  
shoul der .

Her  l ong hai r  undul at es i n r hyt hm wi t h her  st eps.  Her  wal k i s 
now mor e assur ed,  swayi ng.

And wi t h t hi s out f i t ,  whi ch hi ghl i ght s her  new si l houet t e,  
heads st ar t  t o t ur n as she wal ks by. . .  

EXT.  STUDI O LOT -  DAY34A 34A

Est abl i shi ng shot .

OMI TTED34B 34B
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I NT.  DANCE STUDI O /  CASTI NG ROOM -  DAY35 35

The sl ender  l egs of  a gi r l  i n t he f or egr ound t hr ough whi ch we 
see a smal l  desk i n t he backgr ound,  wher e t he CASTI NG 
DI RECTOR and hi s ASSI STANT ar e si t t i ng next  t o a smal l  camer a 
on a t r i pod.  

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
WeÕl l  l et  you know by next  week.  

GI RL
Thank you so much. . .  I Õm j ust  DYI NG 
t o get  t he par t . . .

The l egs wal k of f  scr een.

A moment  of  si l ence -  wi de shot .  The t wo men behi nd t hei r  
desk l i ke t wo f r ozen poi nt s.

ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Gr eat  dancer .

A beat .

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Too bad her  boobs ar enÕt  i n t he 
mi ddl e of  her  f ace i nst ead of  t hat  
nose.

A beat .  Then t he ot her  guy gi ves a gr unt  of  appr oval .

ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
NEXT!

St i l l  f ocused on t hem,  we hear  t he door  t hat  opens and 
cl oses,  f oot st eps. . .  

The t wo men l ook up:

A beat  wher e t hei r  f aces ar e f r ozen,  as i f  somet hi ng t ook 
t hei r  br eat h away. . .  and t he camer a sl owl y pul l s back t o 
r eveal . . .

AN ASS,  f r ozen i n t he same sexy sway,  hand on her  hi p and 
wear i ng t he same FLASHY PI NK LEOTARD as t he mannequi n i n t he 
st or e wi ndow. . .  except  t hi s t i me i t Õs a human ass.  

NewEl i sabet hÕs per f ect l y f or med ass.  

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Looks l i ke ever yt hi ng sur e i s i n 
t he r i ght  pl ace t hi s t i me. . .

ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR
Pl ease say your  
name/ age/ measur ement s

NewEl i sabet h i s caught  by sur pr i se.  Her  mi nd goes bl ank.  
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ASSI STANT CASTI NG DI RECTOR (CONTÕD)
( a l i t t l e l ouder )

Name??

The camer a t r avel s up her  l ong l egs. . .

NEW- ELI SABETH ( O. S. )
I Õm. . .

. . . spi r al s ar ound her  sl ender  wai st  and keeps t r avel i ng al ong 
t he ar ch of  her  back. . .

CLOSE- UP ON THE ROUND,  BLACK LENS OF THE SMALL DV CAMERA t hat  
i s st ar i ng r i ght  at  her  l i ke a compound eye. . .

NEW- ELI SABETH ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
I Õm. . .

( The l i t t l e r ed dot  f l ashes. . . )

. . . and t he camer a ar r i ves on her  f ace,  her  eyes spar kl i ng as 
she l ooks st r ai ght  i nt o t he camer a and says:

               SUE                 36 36

BACK TO THE DV I MAGE THAT FREEZES PAUSED ON SUEÕS FACE

Somet hi ng i nst ant l y happens on scr een.  

She has an i ncr edi bl e pr esence.

ZZZZZZZZZZ THE HANDI CAM I MAGE REWI NDS and PLAYS agai n i n a 
t i ght er  shot  on her  magnet i c f ace t hat  pi er ces t he scr een.  

SUE
I Õm. . .  SUE.

ZZZZZZZZZZ THE I MAGE REWI NDS AGAI N AND GOES EVEN MORE TI GHT 
ON HER SPARKLI NG EYES.  

SUE (CONTÕD)
. . . SUE.

ZZZZZZZZZZZ THE I MAGE REWI NDS AND PLAYS EVEN CLOSER ON HER 
LUSCI OUS,  CURVED LI PS.  

WHI CH REPEAT -  WI THOUT ANY SOUND THI S TI ME 

SUE ( MUTE) (CONTÕD)
. . . SUE. . . SUE. . . SUE. . .
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I NT.  HARVEYÕS OFFI CE -  DAY37 37

The shot  wi dens and we di scover  t hat  we ar e now i n a l ar ge 
of f i ce wher e t he CLOSE- UP I MAGE OF SUEÕS LI PS i s mul t i pl i ed 
on a wal l  of  scr eens.

Sue i s st andi ng i n t he mi ddl e of  t he r oom whi l e we hear  a 
t hunder i ng voi ce f r om af ar :

HARVEY ( O. S. )
WHERE I S SHE ??. . .  WHERE I S SHE ??!

Har vey char ges i nt o t he r oom,  f ol l owed by THREE YOUNG MEN I N 
SUI TS,  and st ops dead i n hi s t r acks. . .  hi s eyes br i ght . . .  
ecst at i c as i f  i n f r ont  of  a myst i cal  r evel at i on:  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
WHAT. . .

He t akes her  hand and makes her  spi n sl owl y l i ke a smal l  
f i gur i ne.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
. . . A GORGEOUS. . .

Makes her  si t  f aci ng hi s desk.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
. . . LI TTLE ANGEL.

He f l ops i nt o hi s huge l eat her  ar mchai r  behi nd hi s desk.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Why on ear t h di d nobody t el l  me 
ear l i er  about  your  exi st ence? A l ot  
of  peopl e ar e goi ng t o get  f i r ed 
f or  t hat  bel i eve me. . .

Sue,  l aughi ng f l i r t at i ousl y. . .  cheer f ul l y soaks up t he 
compl i ment s,  savor i ng al l  t hi s new f l at t er i ng at t ent i on 
sur r oundi ng her .

Har vey l i ght s a ci gar et t e.  EXTREME CLOSE- UP on t he f l ame 
whi ch set s t he t obacco abl aze l i ke a f ur nace.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
I Õl l  be br i ef .

He snaps hi s Zi ppo l i ght er  shut  -  CLI NG!  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Pr i mo:  youÕr e hi r ed.

A puf f  of  smoke exhal ed f r om hi s mout h.
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HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Segundo:  we want  somet hi ng i n your  
i mage:  BEAUTI FUL and HAPPY.  Peopl e 
want  t o be happy.  

The ember s of  hi s ci gar et t e l i ght  up agai n.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Ter t i o :  WeÕr e ai r i ng i n t wo weeks.  
So l et Õs get  t o wor k.  I Õl l  l et  you 
or gani ze ever yt hi ng el se wi t h my 
assi st ant . . . .

( he snaps hi s f i nger s 
sever al  t i mes,  as i f  
t r yi ng t o r emember  her  
name)

. . .

A voi ce echoes of f  scr een.  

FEMALE VOI CE ( O. S. )
I sabel l a.

The camer a pans qui ckl y t owar ds I SABELLA ( 25/ 30)  who i s 
t ot al l y si l ent . . . t hen qui ckl y pans back t owar ds Har vey

HARVEY
( f r owni ng,  as i f  suddenl y 

di st ur bed)
. . . ?. . . . . . ? Huh? I  donÕt  have t i me 
f or  t hat !  Let Õs make i t  Ci ndy.  I t Õs 
shor t er .  Bet t er .  I Õl l  l et  you 
or gani ze ever yt hi ng el se wi t h 
Ci ndy.  

As heÕs about  t o get  up,  Sue hol ds hi m back wi t h a gest ur e.  

SUE
Oh. . .  bef or e you go. . .

HARVEY 
Yes pr i ncess?

SUE
I  j ust  have t o ment i on. . .  a smal l  
schedul i ng i ssue.   

Har vey' s eyes change sl i ght l y. . .  

SUE (CONTÕD)
I  wi l l  need t o be out  of  t own ever y 
ot her  week. . .

( a beat )  
. . . t o t ake car e of  my mot her  whoÕs 
ver y si ck.  

Har vey l ooks at  her  f i xedl y:
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HARVEY
Li st en t o me ver y car ef ul l y Ôcause 
I  donÕt  t hi nk youÕve hear d me.

He comes over  r i ght  next  t o her  f ace,  speaki ng ver y sl owl y:

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
I  WANT YOU f or  t hi s show.  So weÕl l  
or gani ze ar ound what ever  mot her ,  
br ot her ,  f ucki ng si ck dog or  r abbi t  
you need t o t ake car e of .  

He st ands and st ar es at  her ,  hi s eyes spar kl i ng.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Gor geous and wi t h a pur e hear t .  
Peopl e ar e gonna LOVE t hat !

He cr ushes hi s ci gar et t e out  i n t he bi g cr yst al  asht r ay.  
HI SSSSSSS

MONTAGE SEQUENCE BEGI NS t o RUNAROUND SUE by Di on bl ast i ng at  
t op vol ume:

EXT.  STREET ( FULL GLAM & POP)  -  DAY38 38

SUE FROM BEHI ND WALKI NG DOWN THE STREET -  t her e i s a f ul l  
assur ance i n her  swayi ng gai t ,  she exudes a newf ound 
conf i dence.  Heads t ur n out r i ght  as she passes by.

I NT.  FRI DGE/ KI TCHEN -  DAY39A 39A

VI EW FROM I NSI DE THE FRI DGE -  t he door  opens r eveal i ng t he 
punct ur e syr i nge and f i ve vi al s -  SueÕs hand gr abs i t .

I NT.  BATHROOM39B 39B

SUEÕS HANDS UNCLI P A NEW VI AL f r om t he syr i nge bar r el  and 
SWI K!  She gi ves her sel f  an i nt r amuscul ar  i nj ect i on i n t he 
t hi gh.

CLACK t he empt y vi al  f al l s i nt o t he t r ash can wher e t her e ar e 
now 4 ot her  empt y vi al s.

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM40 40

SUEÕS HAND SI GNI NG ÒEl i sabet hÓ on a not e wher e we can r ead:  
Had t o go abr oad unexpect edl y. . .  t hi s wi l l  cover  t he r est  of  
t he year . . .  t hank you f or  ever yt hi ng. . . Ó.  Si t t i ng at  t he 
ki t chen t abl e,  Sue put s t he not e and cash i n an envel ope on 
whi ch she wr i t es:  MARI A
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I NT.  WALK- I N CLOSET -  DAY41A 41A

POV FROM I NSI DE A WALK- I N CLOSET/ SHLACK!  ELI SABETHÕS WHOLE 
WARDROBE I S PUSHED TO EI THER SI DE OF THE CLOSET I N ONE SHARP 
GESTURE,  r eveal i ng Sue i n t he mi ddl e,  who hangs up her  new,  
br i ght l y col or ed cl ot hi ng.

I NT.  BEDROOM.  DAY41B 41B

SUEÕS MANI CURED HAND unwr aps a new phone.  She chooses LOUI S 
PRI MA -  When youÕr e smi l i ng -  f or  t he r i ngt one,  and put s t he 
PI NK t el ephone down next  t o El i sabet hÕs GOLD phone.

I NT.  APARTMENT CORRI DOR /  LANDI NG.  DAY42 42

POV THROUGH THE PEEPHOLE l ooki ng out  t he f r ont  door :  MARI A 
r eads t he not e and l ooks at  t he cash i n t he envel ope.  
SUEÕS MANI CURED FI NGER l et s t he peephol e cover  f al l  back 
down.  SHLI CK.

I NT.  BEDROOM.  DAY43 43

A BEDSHEET MADE OF POWDER PI NK SATI N,  f l i es above t he bed,  
r epl aci ng t he pr evi ous whi t e cot t on sheet .  The shi mmer i ng 
f abr i c sl owl y f al l s back down t owar ds t he camer a as Sue l et s 
her sel f  f al l  back agai nst  t he powder  pi nk sat i n whi ch l ooks 
l i ke t he i nsi de of  a j ewel r y box.  

TOP SHOT whi ch t r acks up SueÕs f eet . . .  l egs. . .  bel l y. . .  i n 
OVERLAY THE GRADATI ONS MARKED ON THE I . V BAG,  whi ch i s sl owl y 
empt yi ng. . .  whi l e t he musi c pr ogr essi vel y f ades unt i l  i t  i s 
no l onger  hear d.

CUT TO:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT44 44

An ORANGE AND GOLDEN DRAGON BREATHES OUT a gi gant i c f l ame.

The f r ame wi dens and we di scover  i t Õs an embr oi der y on t he 
back of  a si l k dr essi ng gown wor n by Sue;  we see her  f r om 
behi nd,  f aci ng t he pi ct ur e wi ndow l ooki ng at  t he ci t yÕs 
l i ght s.

I n t he mi ddl e of  t he r oom pl unged i n dar kness,  t he dr agon 
seems t o be gl owi ng as i f  symbol i zi ng her  newf ound st r engt h 
and soar i ng ascent .

A sl i ght  t i nni t us st ar t s buzzi ng i n her  ear s. . .

. . . sc 41A

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  39 -



. . . sc 45

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  40 -

I NT.  BATHROOM -  EVENI NG45 45

On t he f l oor ,  t he l ast  dr ops of  l i qui d ar e sucked f r om t he 
mat r i xÕs per f usi on bag.

On t he bat hr oom cabi net  shel f ,  t he syr i ngeÕs 
compar t ment al i zed bar r el  i s now empt y,  t he seven vi al s have 
been used.

Sue l ooks at  her sel f  i n t he mi r r or .

I t Õs t i me. . .

She t akes t he pi pe mar ked SWI TCH and l ooks at  t he car d t hat  
r eads:   

                         YOU SWI TCH 

                 ever y seven day no mat t er  what

She t akes of f  her  bat hr obe and kneel s next  t o El i sabet h.

She l ooks at  her  f or  a whi l e. . .  She uncl i ps t he empt y I V bag 
f r om t he i nt r avenous t ubi ng. . .  cl i ps on t he end of  t he smal l  
pi pe i nst ead. . .  and st i cks t he needl e at  t he ot her  end of  t he 
pi pe i nt o her  own ar m.  

SheÕs a l i t t l e ner vous. . .  

She wai t s. . .  l i ght l y t wi st s and t ur ns t he needl e i nsi de her  
ar m. . .  Af t er  a shor t  moment ,  bl ood st ar t s t o r un t hr ough t he 
t r anspar ent  nozzl e on one si de,  and t hen t he ot her ;  bl ood 
st ar t s t o ci r cul at e bet ween t he t wo bodi es.

Li t t l e by l i t t l e,  her  vi si on bl ur s.  As i f  l i f e wer e l eavi ng 
her  body.  As i f  she coul d f eel  t he col d voi d of  empt i ness 
i nvade and over whel m her .  As i f  t he wor l d wer e l osi ng i t s 
col or s.  And l i f e i t s ver y spar k.  

Al l  of  a sudden,  ever yt hi ng st ar t s t o di st or t  HORRI BLY,  her  
vi si on bl ur s,  a HI GH- PI TCHED buzzi ng noi se bl ast s her  
ear dr ums and. . .

SMACK!  THE TWO BLU TACK BALLS SLAMMED ONE AGAI NST THE OTHER

WHAM!  She col l apses head f i r st .

BLACK

MOTORCYCLE I MAGERY46 46

A beat  of  si l ence over  a bl ack scr een.
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Then THE BLACK STARTS SHAKI NG,  BECOMI NG A DI RTY GRAI NY AND 
UNSTABLE I MAGE -  wher e a t i ny dot  st ar t s qui ver i ng i n t he f ar  
backgr ound at  t he cent er  of  t he scr een whi l e a ver y weak beat  
st ar t s echoi ng:  Ba boomÉÉba boomÉÉba boomÉ

The smal l  dot  gr ows bi gger  and bi gger . . .  unt i l  i t  t akes t he 
shape of  a ghost l y mot or cycl e,  l i ke a phot ogr aphi c negat i ve,  
whi ch hur t l es st r ai ght  t owar ds t he camer a l ens. . .  t he onl y 
audi bl e sound i s t he hear t beat ,  gr owi ng l ouder . . .  Ba boom. . .  
ba boom. . .  ba boom. . .  t he mot or cycl e hur t l es DI RECTLY AT THE 
CAMERA at  f ul l  speed BaBoommBaBoom AND I S ON THE 
VERGE OF EXPLODI NG AGAI NST THE SCREE. . .

I NT.  BATHROOM -  NI GHT47 47

. . .  and AHAAAAAAAAA!  ELI SABETH WAKES UP wi t h a st ar t ,  i n her  
ol d body,  l yi ng on t he bat hr oom f l oor !

She st ar t s coughi ng uncont r ol l abl y.  Li ke a f i sh st r ai ght  out  
of  t he wat er  whose gi l l s have di f f i cul t y f unct i oni ng.

SueÕs l i f el ess body has col l apsed r i ght  on t op of  her ,  whi ch 
pr event s El i sabet h f r om br eat hi ng.  She t r i es sever al  t i mes 
bef or e f i nal l y bei ng abl e t o make her  r ol l  over .  El i sabet h 
st ays i n pl ace f or  a moment ,  t r yi ng t o cat ch her  br eat h.  

She r emoves t he smal l  pi pe f r om her  ar m and get s up wi t h 
di f f i cul t y.  

She st agger s abr upt l y as i f  her  muscl es wer e weakened.  She 
r egai ns her  bal ance at  t he ver y l ast  moment  and l eans agai nst  
t he si nk.  

She l ooks at  her  r ef l ect i on i n t he mi r r or .  She l ooks l i ke a 
t r ai nwr eck.  Her  mout h i s st i cky and dr y.  Her  eyel ashes ar e 
st uck t oget her .  She r ubs her  pai nf ul  knee and j ust  st ands 
t her e f or  a moment ,  head hangi ng down.  

She t wi st s and t ur ns t o l ook at  t he scar  on her  back.  The 
st i t ches out l i ne a l ong gash goi ng down her  spi nal  col umn 
f r om her  neck al l  t he way t o her  t ai l bone.  

She put s on her  bat hr obe.  Ti ght ens t he bel t  ar ound her  wai st .  

She' s f r eezi ng.  As i f  she wer e awakeni ng f r om a her oi n shot .

She l ooks down at  Sue' s body on t he f l oor .

So young.  

So per f ect .

I t ' s t he f i r st  t i me t hat  she sees her  Ð t hat  she sees 
HERSELF. . .  f r om t he out si de.
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She t akes t he second I V bag ( FOOD /  OTHER SELF)  f r om t he 
smal l  bat hr oom cabi net  and st i cks i t  i nt o SueÕs ar m.

She heads out  t owar ds t he cor r i dor .

CUT TO:

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  NI GHT48 48

SI ZZZZZZZZZZZZ -  TWO r aw eggs pl opped i nt o a f r yi ng pan.

El i sabet h makes somet hi ng t o eat .  SheÕs super  hungr y.

The hot  oi l  i n t he pan makes a deaf eni ng sound.  

The t wo egg yol ks si zzl i ng next  t o one anot her  f eel  l i ke a 
st r ange r emi nder .  

The si l ent  apar t ment  i s pl unged i n dar kness.

FROM THE LONG DARK HALLWAY wi t h t he door f r ame at  t he ver y end 
l eadi ng t o t he bat hr oom -  we see SueÕs body l yi ng i ner t l y on 
t he t i l e f l oor .   

I N THE KI TCHEN -  El i sabet h eat s avi dl y as i f  t o r est or e an 
ener gy bal ance.

Long si l ence.  Onl y t he smal l  hummi ng noi se f r om t he f r i dge.  

I n compar i son t o t he ener gy she had bef or e when she was Sue,  
ever yt hi ng now seems ver y si l ent  and sur r ounded by a sl uggi sh 
cl oud.

BLACK

FADE I N:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY49 49

THE STI LL LI VI NG ROOM BATHED I N SUNLI GHT,  wi t h t he bi g post er  
of  El i sabet h i n her  bl ue l eot ar d and i mper t ur babl e smi l e.

I NT.  SHOWER -  DAY50 50

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS THE POWERFUL JET OF WATER STREAMI NG DOWN THE 
LARGE STI TCHES l i ke t hor ns al ong El i sabet hÕs spi nal  col umn.  

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  DAY51 51

El i sabet h i n her  bat hr obe at  t he ki t chen t abl e si f t s t hr ough 
t he mai l  wher e she f i nds a new whi t e envel ope.

She opens i t  and t akes out  a bi g whi t e not e car d on whi ch i s 
wr i t t en:  
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We hope you ar e enj oyi ng your  exper i ence wi t h 

THE SUBSTANCE

Your  t wo week r ef i l l  ki t  has been del i ver ed 
t o your  deposi t  box 

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY52 52

Faci ng t he bat hr oom mi r r or ,  El i sabet h t wi st s and t ur ns t o 
l ook at  t he st i t ches on her  back:   

The scar  t i ssue has heal ed.  She pi cks up t he sur gi cal  pl i er s 
and st ar t s t o ext r act  t he sut ur es ( sl i ght l y pai nf ul  and 
uncomf or t abl e) .  She t wi st s wi t h di f f i cul t y and t r i es t o gr ab 
t he st i t ches one by one.  

I n t he whi t e si nk,  t he bl ack t hr ead l ooks l i ke spi der  l egs.  
She gat her s i t  al l ,  and t hr ows t he t hr eads i n t he t r ash can.  

She put s scar r i ng cr eam on t he l ong pi nk scar .

A phone st ar t s r i ngi ng.  We f ol l ow El i sabet h as she wal ks 
t owar ds t he bedr oom.  

I NT.  BEDROOM -  DAY53 53

A shor t  beat  as she sees t he name of  t he per son cal l i ng on 
t he phone:  HARVEY.  She si t s down on t he bed and pi cks up t he 
phone t aki ng on a conf i dent  voi ce.  

ELI SABETH
Hel . . .

HARVEY ( V. O. )
I  need you t o come back.

El i sabet h st r ai ght ens sl i ght l y al l  of  a sudden.  A f l eet i ng 
gl ow appear s i n her  eyes.

HARVEY ( V. O. )
To empt y your  of f i ce.  Whenever  you 
want ,  no r ush.  Thi s af t er noon?

( wi t hout  wai t i ng f or  her  
t o answer )  

Gr eat ,  See you t hen!  

He hangs up.

A beat  on El i sabet h who r emai ns seat ed on t he bed,  t he bi g,  
pi nk scar  cover i ng her  back.

OMI TTED54 54
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EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH AREA)  -  DAY55 55

Cl ack cl ack cl ack The sound of  heel s cl i cki ng on t he 
pavement .  

We f ol l ow El i sabet h f r om behi nd as she wal ks,  wear i ng her  
must ar d yel l ow coat .  

She pul l s up her  coat  col l ar  sever al  t i mes t o make sur e t he 
scar  i snÕt  vi si bl e.  

Ever yt hi ng seems mor e aggr essi ve.  The noi se of  t he car s 
hi gher  pi t ched.  Peopl e ar e even mor e i n a hur r y.

No one t ur ns ar ound as she wal ks by.

Lost  i n her  t hought s.

EXT.  STUDI O LOT -  DAY56A 56A

Est abl i shi ng shot .

OMI TTED56B 56B

I NT.  STUDI O /  BACKSTAGE CORRI DOR  -  DAY57 57

Cl ose up on El i sabet h st ar i ng f i xedl y at  somet hi ng of f  
scr een.

Fr om t he r ever se angl e we see i t Õs t he l ong backst age.

Al l  her  phot os whi ch once hung l i ke t r ophi es have si nce been 
t aken down.

A beat  on t he l ong cor r i dor ,  whi ch now seems st ar k naked.  

Har vey appear s at  t he ot her  end,  st r i di ng t owar ds her ,  
car r yi ng a bi g car dboar d box i n hi s hands.   

HARVEY
Aaaaahh,  t her e' s she i s! ! !  Wher e 
have you been??!  We want ed t o al l  
have a dr i nk f or  your  depar t ur e -  
somet hi ng bi g t o mar k t he occasi on.  

He dumps t he box i nt o her  ar ms.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Anyway,  I Õve gat her ed ever yt hi ng 
f or  you,  t o save t i me.  And we al l  
chi pped i n. . .  

( pr oudl y t aki ng a wr apped 
gi f t  out  of  t he box)

. . . we bought  you j ust  a l i t t l e 
somet hi ng t o keep you busy. . .  

(MORE)
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YouÕl l  open i t  at  home.  I t Õs 
Fr ench.  My wi f e swear s by i t !

( l ooki ng at  hi s wat ch)
Oops!  I Õve got  t o r un!  But  come and 
vi si t  whenever  you l i ke!  WeÕl l  
al ways be happy t o see you!  

Hi s excess of  ent husi asm st r esses t he f act  t hat  he want s t o 
get  r i d of  her  as soon as possi bl e.  

And bef or e she even has t i me t o answer ,  he has al r eady l ef t  
and di sappear ed down t he hal l way.  

El i sabet h f i nds her sel f  st andi ng si l ent l y al one on t he gr ey 
r ug t hat  r uns down t he mi ddl e of  t he empt y cor r i dor .

Gl ug gl ug gl ug. . .

The wat er  f ount ai n r i ght  behi nd her  gur gl es. . .  as i f  t o 
st r ess how pat het i c t he whol e si t uat i on r eal l y i s. . .

EXT.  STREET ( STUDI O AREA)  -  DAY58A 58A

El i sabet h wal ki ng wi t h a sl i ght l y mor e st r essed st ep.

EXT.  STREET ( LESS NI CE STREET)  -  DAY58B 58B

El i sabet h,  st i l l  wal ki ng,  her  sur r oundi ngs ar e a l ot  l ess 
pl easant .

OMI TTED58C 58C

I NT.  DEPOSI T CORRI DOR -  DAY58D 58D

El i sabet h goes down t he l ong nar r ow cor r i dor

I NT.  DEPOSI T LOBBY -  DAY59 59

She waves her  car d over  box 503,  BEEP.  

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY60 60

SueÕs f i gur e l yi ng st i l l  on t he t i l e i n t he dar kness.

Af t er  a moment ,  El i sabet h wal ks i nt o t he bat hr oom and 
swi t ches on t he l i ght .

She st eps over  Sue and put s a new smal l  car dboar d box on t he 
si nk.  She opens i t  t o f i nd:  t wo new I V bags and seven new 
empt y vi al s cl i pped t oget her .

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
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She put s t hem away i n t he bat hr oom cabi net  and cl oses t he 
mi r r or ed door  wher e she sees her  r ef l ect i on st ar i ng back at  
her .

She l ooks at  Sue l yi ng on t he f l oor .

And t he I V bag i ndi cat i ng t hat  t her e ar e st i l l  4 mor e days t o 
go. . .

I NT.  KI TCHEN/ LI VI NG ROOM  -  DAY61 61

El i sabet h si t s at  t he ki t chen t abl e cr ossi ng out  days on a 
mont hl y cal endar  i n bl ack.  

She cr osses out  seven days i n a r ow. . .  t hen wr i t es ÒSUEÓ i n 
each of  t he next  seven days. . .  t hen t he same t hi ng agai n 
unt i l  she has cover ed t he ent i r e mont h.

She l eans t he cal endar  up agai nst  t he wal l ,  pensi ve.  

She l i ght l y t aps t he end of  t he pen agai nst  t he t abl e,  bor ed.  

She t ur ns on t he r adi o:

. . . at  di scount  pr i ces!  I t Õs f i sh of  t he sea mont h at  
COSTCO!  SUPER COLOSSAL ALASKAN RED KI NG CRAB LEGS ar e 
onl y $12. 99 a pound,  so come on down and r eel  i n your  
cat ch!  HEY BUT WHOÕS THI S?!  WHOÕS WHAT? WHOÕS ON TOP 
OF THI S? THE ASSURAN-

She swi t ches of f  t he exasper at i ng commer ci al s wi t h a f l i ck.

She r emai ns seat ed i n her  chai r  f or  a moment .

Then she get s up and wal ks i nt o t he l i vi ng r oom.  She 
di sappear s f r om t he f r ame and af t er  a l i t t l e whi l e we see t he 
TV t ur n on i n t he backgr ound.

St ayi ng wi t h t he wi de shot ,  t he TV i n t he backgr ound,  
spi t t i ng out  i t s pr ogr ams.

BLACK

The sound of  a TV show i n t he di st ance sl owl y get s l ouder .  

I NT.  BATHROOM -  NI GHT62 62

GROUND VI EW OF THE BATHROOM TI LES -  The door  opens and a beam 
of  l i ght  comes t hr ough,  shi ni ng on Sue l yi ng on t he f l oor .  

We can see El i sabet h' s f eet  and t he hem of  t he whi t e bat hr obe 
st andi ng st i l l  i n t he f or egr ound.

The I . V bag i ndi cat es t wo mor e not ches.
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Two mor e days t o get  t hr ough. . .

El i sabet hÕs f eet  l eave t he f r ame and t he door  cl oses agai n.

BLACK

The sound of  t he TV di es down. . .  

. . . comes back on wi t h a new show. . .  and di es down agai n. . .

Then r hyt hmi c musi c,  sof t  and muf f l ed at  f i r st ,  sl owl y gr ows 
l ouder  i n t he di st ance. . .

The vol ume i ncr eases,  l ouder  and l ouder  . . .

I NT.  KI TCHEN /  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY63 63

. . . AND BURSTS FULL BLAST as a door  opens l et t i ng t he l i ght . . .  
i nt o t he f r i dge.

We r eal i ze t hat  our  POV I S FROM I NSI DE THE REFRI GERATOR,  
whi l e now i t Õs SUE i n under wear  and a smal l  t ank t op who 
bends over  t o put  away t he compar t ment al i zed syr i nge f i l l ed 
wi t h spi nal  l i qui d f or  t he next  seven days,  t he musi c 
bl ast i ng behi nd her  i n t he apar t ment .

She gr abs a soda can.

CLOSE UP ON HER MANI CURED HAND AND RED NAI L POLI SH,  pul l i ng 
of f  t he can t ab KSHHHHH. . .

HER FLAT,  MUSCULAR BELLY as she t hr ust s her  hi p t o cl ose t he 
f r i dge door .

We f ol l ow Sue,  st r et chi ng and dr i nki ng,  swayi ng i n r hyt hm t o 
t he musi c and enj oyi ng t he sensat i ons of  bei ng i n her  new 
body.

Whi l e t he t i me she spent  as El i sabet h f el t  dul l  and 
poi nt l ess,  now i t Õs as t hough a bundl e of  i r r epr essi bl e 
ener gy has t aken over  t he apar t ment .  

Sue wal ks i nt o t he l i vi ng r oom and sees t hat  t he TV i s st i l l  
swi t ched on.  Her  gaze f al l s upon t he l ar ge ar mchai r  f aci ng 
t he TV wi t h a sl i ght  concave i mpr essi on i n t he cushi on. . .  

A bar el y per cept i bl e scol di ng l ook f l ashes acr oss her  f ace.

She gr abs t he r emot e cont r ol ,  t ur ns of f  t he TV,  and gl ances 
at  t he f r amed phot o of  El i sabet h on t he wal l  as i f  
r epr i mandi ng her  -  Tsk,  t sk.

She heads f or  t he bat hr oom.
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I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY64 64

She l eans agai nst  t he door f r ame and l ooks down at  El i sabet hÕs 
sl umped body on t he t i l es.

A l ong moment  as she l ooks down at  t he l i mp mat r i x,  spr awl ed 
on t he gr ound l i ke a r ag dol l .

CRRRRRUNCH -  she cr ushes t he can i n one shar p gest ur e and 
st ar t s l ooki ng ar ound,  as i f  sear chi ng f or  somet hi ng.

She knocks on var i ous wal l s i n t he apar t ment :  Tap t ap t ap 
l i st eni ng t o t he echo i nsi de. . .  Tap t ap t ap. . .  

I NT.  BEDROOM -  DAY65A 65A

. . . i nsi de t he bedr oom:  t ap t ap t ap

I NT.  WALK- I N CLOSET -  DAY65B 65B

She opens t he wal k- i n cl oset .

Pushes t he cl ot hes asi de.  Knocks agai nst  t he wal l .  

Tock t ock t ock. . .

I t  sounds hol l ow.

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY66 66

She goes i nt o t he bat hr oom,  t aps on t he ot her  si de of  t he 
wal l .

Tock t ock t ock. . .  Hol l ow t oo.  Ther eÕs a hol l ow space bet ween 
t he wal k- i n cl oset  and t he bat hr oom.

She r emai ns st i l l  f or  a moment ,  st ar i ng at  t he wal l ,  pensi ve.

BLACK

I NT.  SECRET ROOM I N CONSTRUCTI ON -  DAY67 67

BOOM!

The sound of  a bl ow l i ke a l ar ge sl edgehammer  i n t he 
dar kness.  The bl ow makes t he f r ame shake,  and a t r i ckl e of  
dust  f al l s f r om above.

CUT TO:
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I NT.  CASTI NG ROOM /  DANCE STUDI O -  DAY68 68

BAM!  GROUND- LEVEL VI EW of  a dance st udi o r ehear sal :  a pai r  of  
l egs l ands i n t he f r ame on t he wooden f l oor  doi ng a spl i t ,  
f ol l owed by a dozen ot her  pai r s of  l egs doi ng t he same t hi ng.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  SECRET ROOM I N CONSTRUCTI ON -  DAY69 69

BOOM!  The sl edgehammer  hi t s t he wal l  agai n,  spr i nkl i ng 
pl ast er  ar ound and l et t i ng a beam of  l i ght  pi er ce t hr ough t he 
wal l .  I n t he hol e t hat  has appear ed,  we see SueÕs f ace,  
wear i ng a dust  mask and saf et y goggl es.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  CASTI NG ROOM /  DANCE STUDI O -  DAY70 70

CLAP!  CLAP!  CLAP!  Hands cl appi ng t oget her  i n r hyt hm.  Sue,  i n 
t he f or egr ound of  t he dance st udi o,  l eads t he dancer s who ar e 
wear i ng comf or t abl e wor kout  out f i t s.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  SECRET ROOM /  BATHROOM -  DAY71 71

BAM!  BAM!  BAM!  The hol e wi dens as Sue keeps hi t t i ng t he 
bat hr oom wal l  wi t h t he sl edgehammer ,  r eveal i ng a dar k cavi t y 
behi nd i t ;  bi g cl ouds of  dust  f l y i nt o t he bat hr oom.  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY72 72

The mat r i x i s l yi ng i n st asi s i n t he mi ddl e of  t he l i vi ng 
r oom,  shel t er ed f r om t he const r uct i on wor k.  

She l i es mot i onl ess under  her  l ar ge f r amed post er  whi l e t he  
bl ows f r om t he sl edgehammer  bl ar e of f  scr een.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  PHOTO STUDI O -  DAY73 73

PROFI LE of  SueÕs f ace i n a phot o st udi o.  

SUE ON THE RI GHT!  She t ur ns her  head t owar ds t he camer a.  

THE BLACK EYE OF A LARGE CAMERA 

FLASH!  

CUT TO:
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I NT.  BATHROOM -  EVENI NG  74 74

CRRRRRRRRR t he cr ackl i ng and dazzl i ng l i ght  of  a bl owt or ch 
wel di ng el ement s i n t he wal l  cavi t y.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY75A 75A

POV SHOT FROM I NSI DE A CARDBOARD BOX -  El i sabet hÕs awar d 
st at ues,  kni ckknacks,  and phot o f r ames ar e st or ed bi t  by bi t  
by Sue,  who t hen cl oses t he f l aps of  t he car dboar d box:  BLACK

CUT TO:

DTTTTTTT t he needl e of  a sewi ng machi ne r uns up a shi ny 75B 75B
f abr i c at  f ul l  speed.  

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY76 76

BZZZZZZZZ A dr i l l  scr ews wal l  pl ugs i nt o a wal l .  

BAM BAM BAM!  BAM BAM BAM!

The dr i l l i ng st ops,  and we hear  someone bangi ng on t he f r ont  
door .  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM /  HALLWAY -  DAY77A 77A

Sue appear s and opens i t ,  f i ndi ng her sel f  f ace t o f ace wi t h 
her  NEXT DOOR NEI GHBOR ( ol d bachel or  i n hi s f or t i es)  who 
yel l s at  her  i mmedi at el y:

NEI GHBOR
WHEN ARE YOU GOI NG TO STOP THI S 
NOI S. . .

( seei ng her )
Oh. . .  I  t hought  i t  was Ms.  Spar . . .

SUE
( st andi ng i n her  

door f r ame,  devast at i ng 
smi l e)

She moved out .  

A beat  wher e he st ar es at  her ,  f l ust er ed.

SUE (CONTÕD)
I Õm t he new t enant .  

( she st r et ches her  hand 
out )

Sue.
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He st ands t her e st upi dl y.  Then,  as i f  snappi ng back t o 
r eal i t y,  he wi pes hi s sweat y pal m agai nst  hi s pant s and 
st r et ches i t  out  t o her ,  t r yi ng not  t o appear  over l y exci t ed.

NEI GHBOR
( st ut t er i ng)

Ovl . . . Ol i vr . . . Ovl i r . . .

SUE
You want ed t o compl ai n about  
somet hi ng Ol i ver ? 

A l ong pr egnant  pause.  And t hen,  as i f  r econnect i ng hi s br ai n 
t o hi s mout h:

NEI GHBOR
Oh no!  No no. . .  absol ut el y not . . .  
i t Õs euh. . .  gr eat  t o have st uf f  
goi ng on i n t he bui l di ng. . .  I Õm 
qui t e handy,  i f  I  coul d hel p wi t h 
my t ool s. . .  I  have a bi g hammer  and 
euh. . .  I  mean you know. . .  Anyway!  I  
l i ve r i ght  next  door ,  you know 
wher e t o f i nd me. . .

( gest ur i ng t o appear  
Òcool Ó)

 . . . anyt i me. . . Day or . . . ni ght .  

He suddenl y t ur ns ar ound and goes away,  cl osi ng hi s apar t ment  
door  behi nd hi m,  compl et el y at  a l oss.  

Sue cl oses her  door  l aughi ng t o her sel f . . .

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  JOUR77B 77B

. . . we f ol l ow her ,  swayi ng as she wal ks back down t he hal l way.

Ent er i ng t he l i vi ng r oom,  we di scover  t hr ough t he pi ct ur e 
wi ndow t hat  a PUBLI CI TY BI LLBOARD WI TH A HUGE PHOTO OF HER 
has been set  up out si de.  

SheÕs spor t i ng a sexy pose i n her  f l ashy pi nk l eot ar d wi t h a 
wi de smi l e and a hand on her  hi p:  

NEW SHOW
c om ing soon

Sue wal ks t owar ds t he mat r i x l yi ng i n st asi s on t he f l oor ,  
pr ops t he I . V bag up on her  bel l y,  gr abs her  by bot h ar ms. . .  

. .  And sl owl y dr ags her  down t he hal l way.  
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I nsi de t he empt y l i vi ng r oom,  El i sabet hÕs l ar ge f r amed post er  77C 77C
st i l l  hangi ng on t he wal l  i s now f aci ng SueÕs publ i ci t y 
bi l l boar d i n a bi zar r e f ace of f .  

Al most  as i f  t he t wo ver si ons of  her sel f  wer e st ar i ng at  each 
ot her  l i ke a st at i c paper  ver si on of  a cowboy st andof f . . .  

ELI SABETHÕS GLOWI NG EYES. . .  

FACI NG SUEÕS SPARKLI NG EYES. . .

I NT.  HALLWAY -  DAY78 78

Sue dr ags t he mat r i x al ong t he cor r i dor .  She not i ceabl y 
handl es her  wi t h a l i t t l e l ess consi der at i on.  

The mat r i xÕs hi p knocks agai nst  t he cor ner  of  a pi ece of  
f ur ni t ur e and one of  her  ar ms gr i ps ont o somet hi ng whi ch 
sl ows her  down.  We can sense Sue canÕt  wai t  t o get  t hi s over  
wi t h.  

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY79A 79A

She r eaches t he bat hr oom,  opens t he door  t o t he secr et  
r oom. . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY79B 79B

. . . and dr ags t he mat r i x t o a dar k and somber  secr et  r oom 
cr eat ed i n t he empt y space behi nd t he bat hr oom wal l ,  whi ch we 
now di scover  f i ni shed.  

The new secr et  wal l  sl i des per f ect l y i nt o t he r eal  one,  
i nvi si bl e t o out si de eyes.

Onl y a smal l ,  al most  i mper cept i bl e ai r  vent  al l ows t he ai r  t o 
ci r cul at e.  Ot her wi se,  t he r oom i s dar k,  caver nous and 
compl et el y pi t ch bl ack i nsi de.  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY80 80

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM t he f ace of f  cont i nues i n i ncr easi ngl y 
t i ght er  shot s bet ween El i sabet h and SueÕs pi ct ur es.

SUEÕS SUPER PEARLY WHI TE SMI LE. . .

FACI NG ELI SABETHÕS LARGE SMI L. . .  whi ch swi vel s al l  of  a 
sudden and di sappear s out  of  t he f r ame,  l eavi ng j ust  t he 
pl ai n whi t e wal l .  
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I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY81 81

Sue st or es t he l ar ge f r amed post er  she t ook down next  t o 
El i sabet h i nsi de t he l i t t l e secr et  r oom.  

A moment  wi t h Sue st ar i ng at  t he mat r i x l yi ng on t he gr ound,  
bef or e she st ar t s t o cl ose t he heavy secr et  wal l .

We see t he beam of  l i ght  t hat  sl owl y f ades on t he mat r i xÕs 
st i l l  body l yi ng on t he gr ound. . .  

The beam f ades. . .  and f ades. . .

. . . and t hen TOTAL DARKNESS sweeps over  her  i n a deep,  
gut t ur al  sound.  

BLACK.  

A l ong moment  of  si l ence.

Then,  a hummi ng noi se t hat  sl owl y gr ows l ouder . . .

Much l i ke a r oar i ng sound. . .

Get t i ng l ouder  and l ouder . . .

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  SUEÕS SHOW ÒPUMP I T UPÓ -  DAY82 82

. . . As a bi g spot l i ght  t ur ns on and t hr ows i t s f ul l  beam on:

AN ASS,  mol ded i nsi de a f l ashy pi nk l eot ar d ( t he f amous pose 
wi t h t he hand on t he hi p) .

CUT TO:

A second ass,  mol ded i nsi de a bl ue l eot ar d.

CUT TO:

A t hi r d ass i n a yel l ow l eot ar d.

The camer aÕs huge eye.

The smal l  r ed r ecor di ng dot .

We f ol l ow FEET wal ki ng ahead i n r hyt hm. . .  past  a pi nk,  
cur ved,  gl ossy mat er i al ,  whi ch we soon di scover  t o be huge 
l et t er  bal l oons t hr ough whi ch we pul l  back t o r eveal  a ser i es 
of  pi nk l et t er s spel l i ng out  t he t i t l e of  t he new show:  

PUMP IT UP
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Wi t h Sue 

The shot  cont i nues t o pul l  back r eveal i ng THE DANCERS 
sur r oundi ng Sue.

SUE
Hi  ever ybody!  I Õm Sue and i t Õs t i me 
t o PUMP I T UP!  So her e we go!

Her  l eg f l i es up i n t he ai r  as t he musi c st ar t s,  bl ast i ng 
away at  f ul l  vol ume.

Asses st ar t  t o sway i n r hyt hm t o t he dynami c and bewi t chi ng 
musi c.

We t r ack past  t he asses movi ng t o t he beat .  To t he l ef t .  To 
t he r i ght .  Heads bend upsi de down r eveal i ng bl ondes,  
br unet t es and r edheads wi t h l ong,  abundant  hai r .

Thi n WAI STS and PELVI SES sway suggest i vel y.

SUPER HI GH CUT f l ashy l eot ar ds,  r eveal  per f ect l y waxed gr oi ns 
under neat h.  

Fi r m and BOUNCY BOSOMS compr essed i nsi de t he l ycr a.

A concent r at e of  ener gy and sexy gi r l s swayi ng i n r hyt hm wi t h 
pr ovocat i ve smi l es i nsi de t he f l ashy and moder ni zed scener y.

Ever yt hi ng now i s younger ,  sexi er  and mor e dynami c.

Not hi ng i n compar i son wi t h El i sabet hÕs out dat ed show.

SueÕs f ace,  enj oyi ng t he change i n at mospher e.

I t  was cl ear l y t i me f or  a makeover .  

I n t he cent er  of  t he act i on,  sheÕs magnet i cal l y beaut i f ul .

She l et s her sel f  bask i n t he spot l i ght  as she t i ght ens her  
abs i n r hyt hm.

Once.

Twi ce.

Ten t i mes.

Thi r t y t i mes.

Her  gaze pi er ces t he scr een.

And ever y si ngl e pai r  of  eyes i s on her .  

The camer amen.  

The assi st ant s.
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Her  f ace MULTI PLI ED on t he cont r ol  r oom scr eens.

I NT.  HARVEYÕS OFFI CE -  DAY83 83

On t he wal l  of  scr eens i n Har veyÕs of f i ce.

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  SUEÕS SHOW ÒPUMP I T UPÓ -  DAY84 84

The gr oup moves i n r hyt hm,  a const ant  cr escendo,  unt i l  t he 
musi c ends and i n a f i nal  mot i on whi ch f r eezes t he gr oup,  
per f ect l y synched. . .  

SUE
WOO! !  THANK YOU EVERYBODY!   

SueÕs chest  r i ses up and down. . .

SheÕs cover ed i n sweat  and out  of  br eat h,  but  t hi s t i me i t ' s 
because of  t he gal vani zi ng ef f or t  she' s j ust  made wi t h a body 
f ul l  of  hor mones and adr enal i ne.

SUE (CONTÕD)
I Õl l  see you al l  next  week!

She i s about  t o go but  t hen suddenl y she t ur ns back t o t he 
camer a as i f  sheÕs f or got t en somet hi ng:

SUE (CONTÕD)
Oh!  

( eyes spar kl i ng)
And i n t he mean t i me. . .

She wi nks and bl ows a ki ss t o t he camer a.  

SUE (CONTÕD)
. . .  t ake car e of  your sel f .  

The l i ght s swi t ch of f .

Si l ence r et ur ns on set .

A suspended beat ,  as i f  t he ai r  needed t o cope wi t h al l  t he 
sexual  and bodi l y ener gy t hat  has been st i r r ed.

A voi ce echoes f r om t he cont r ol  r oom:  

And t hat Õs a wr ap!  

Ever ybody i s suddenl y bur st i ng wi t h happi ness.  WOOHOOHOO! ! !  
They hug each ot her ,  l i e down or  bend over  t o cat ch t hei r  
br eat h,  i n gr eat  r el axat i on and r el i ef .

A t hunder ous and ecst at i c voi ce r i ngs out :

HARVEY ( O. S. )
Wher e i s she?? Wher e i s she??
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And Har vey char ges i n,  openi ng hi s ar ms wi de,  gr andi ose,  
si ngi ng her  pr ai ses.

An assi st ant  br i ngs Sue a t owel  and a l i t t l e bot t l e of  wat er .

I NT.  TV STUDI O BACKSTAGE CORRI DOR  -  DAY85 85

Sue st eps i nt o t he backst age cor r i dor  wi t h gl i st eni ng eyes,  
st ops t o dr i nk her  l i t t l e bot t l e of  wat er  as she wal ks past  a 
bi g f r amed post er  hangi ng on t he wal l  adver t i si ng her  new 
show:   

PUMP IT UP 
wi t h Sue

The f i r st  of  many t o come. . .

Eyes gl i st eni ng,  she set s of f  agai n. . . .

CUT TO:

I NT/ EXT.  TV STUDI O EXI T DOOR /  STUDI O LOT ALLEY  -  DAY86 86

SLAM!  The bui l di ngÕs door  opens out  ont o br i l l i ant  SUNLI GHT,  
a BLUE SKY AND PALM TREES r ef l ect ed i n SueÕs sungl asses.  Sue 
comes out  of  t he bui l di ng wear i ng her  var si t y j acket  and 
spor t s bag over  her  shoul der .  She wal ks t owar ds t he exi t .  

A voi ce echoes out  f r om behi nd:

MAN' S VOI CE ( O. S. )
I Õd be t he happi est  man on ear t h i f  
I  had t he chance t o wor k wi t h you. .  

SueÕs f ace f r eezes. . .  as i f  chal l enged by t hi s voi ce whi ch 
sounds f ami l i ar  t o her . . .  she sl owl y t ur ns and f i nds her sel f  
f aci ng. . .  CRAI G.  Wi t h a huge smi l e et ched on hi s j aw,  he 
pr oudl y st r et ches out  a hand t o her .  

CRAI G
I Õm Cr ai g Si l ver ,  f r om Cr ai g Si l ver  
management .  

( he hands her  hi s car d)
. . . You have so much pot ent i al ,  we 
coul d make gr eat  t hi ngs happen 
t oget her .  

A di f f er ent  voi ce cal l s out  as ANOTHER GUY st eps i nt o f r ame.

ALAN
And I Õm Al an Wei l  f r om WEI L & CLARK 
MANAGEMENT.  

( he al so hands her  hi s 
car d)

(MORE)
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WEÕLL br i ng you al l  t he way t o t he 
t op!

Then a THI RD ONE. . .

BOB
Bob HASWELL f r om H&H MANAGEMENT 
( agency name TBC)

( new car d)
How come youÕve never  been on our  
r adar ? WeÕd be t he per f ect  r eps f or  
you!

Sue l ooks at  t he t hr ee men who each hol d out  t hei r  car d t o 
her . . .  She ends up smi l i ng at  Cr ai g. . .  and t akes hi s car d.

Cr ai gÕs vi ct or i ous smi l e. . .  yes! . . .  whi ch i mmedi at el y t ur ns 
i nt o hi s j aw dr oppi ng when Sue t ear s hi s car d i nt o smal l  
pi eces bef or e st uf f i ng t hem i nt o hi s shi r t  pocket  and t appi ng 
on i t . . .  She t hen ar bi t r ar i l y chooses one of  t he ot her  
busi ness car ds.  

SUE
Ni ce t o meet  you. . . .

( l ooki ng at  t he car d)
. . . Al an!  

She i mmedi at el y t ur ns her  back on t he t hr ee men,  wal ki ng away 
wi t h a cont ent ed smi l e on her  f ace.

BLACK

FADE I N:

I NT.  BEDROOM / HALLWAY / BATHROOM / SECRET ROOM -  END OF DAY87 87

POV FROM I NSI DE A BI G RECTANGULAR BOX whose cover  i s bei ng 
r emoved.  SueÕs f ace i s l ooki ng i nsi de i t  wi t h spar kl i ng eyes.

I t Õs a l eat her  cat sui t  t hat  she sl owl y t akes out  f r om a bi g 
whi t e r ect angul ar  box l yi ng on t he bed.

HER LOVELY FOOT WI TH POLI SHED TOENAI LS sl i des i nsi de t he 
bl ack and suppl e l eat her .  

We f i l m up her  ent i r e l eg,  t he camer a t ur ns ar ound her  t hi gh 
and does an EXTREME CLOSE UP on t he bl ack and shi ny mat er i al  
as she sl i ps on t he ul t r a t i ght  sui t ,  as i f  we ar e an 
i nt egr al  par t  of  t he l eat her  Ð as i f  t he l eat her  was becomi ng 
one wi t h t he body,  al l owi ng t he body t o expr ess i t s f ul l  
physi cal  pot ent i al .

She sl owl y cl oses t he zi pper . . .  t he t wo swat hs of  l eat her  
uni t i ng,  swal l owi ng up her  spi nal  col umn i n t he aer odynami c 
casi ng.  

ALAN (CONTÕD)
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She t hr ows her  bl ond mane of  hai r  cascadi ng down bet ween her  
shoul der  bl ades;  we f ol l ow down t he l engt h of  her  f l owi ng 
l ocks. . .  t hen down her  but t ocks and l eg,  al l  t he way t o her  
bl ack st i l et t o heel s whi ch st ar t  wal ki ng acr oss t he whi t e 
car pet . . .  

. . . t hen acr oss t he har dwood f l oor  i n t he hal l way. . .  

. . .  ar r i vi ng on t he t i l ed bat hr oom f l oor . . .

. . .  and f i nal l y end t hei r  j our ney on t he secr et  r oomÕs bar e 
cement  f l oor .

The hi gh heel s st and next  t o El i sabet hÕs I V bag t hat  i s 
al most  empt y.  Just  a f ew hour s unt i l  i t  i s t i me t o swi t ch.

I NT.  BATHROOM /  SECRET ROOM -  END OF DAY88A 88A

Sue l ooks at  her sel f  i n t he mi r r or ,  t hen we see I N EXTREME 
CLOSE UP t he st i ck of  br i ght  r ed l i pst i ck col or i ng her  pl ump 
l i ps. . .

Her  eyes gl ow f r om an i nner  f i r e. . .

An i ncr easi ngl y unbounded sensual i t y.  Engul f i ng. . .  

We hear  hor ns honki ng out si de. . .  

Sue l ooks at  her sel f  f or  a moment  i n t he mi r r or . . .  

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  EVENI NG88B 88B

. . . t hen cr ouches down next  t o t he mat r i x.

SUE
. . . I Õm not  comi ng back l at e. . .  so 
you j ust  wai t  f or  me. . .

( she t r i es t o spr ead out  
t he r emai ni ng f ood i nsi de 
t he bag)

DonÕt  eat  t oo f ast . . .

She cl oses t he heavy door  and now t he onl y t hi ng vi si bl e i s 
t he l i t t l e squar e of  l i ght  f r om t he ai r  duct ,  t hr ough whi ch 
we can see t he hi gh heel s gr adual l y wal ki ng away acr oss t he 
bat hr oom t i l es. . .  t hen we hear  t he cl ack of  t he l i ght  swi t ch,  
whi ch l eaves us i n DARKNESS 

CUT TO:

EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH BUI LDI NG)  -  NI GHT89A 89A

Gr ound l evel  on a t ar mac r oad,  cl ose- up on a SMOKY EXHAUST 
PI PE and THE BRI GHT RED TAI L LI GHT OF A CONVERTI BLE CAR.  
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The camer a j i bs up and r eveal s Sue get t i ng i nt o a conver t i bl e 
car  f i l l ed wi t h mal e and f emal e dancer s who wel come her  wi t h 
whi st l es and gi ggl es.  The car  t akes of f  i n peal s of  l aught er  
and scr eams,  l i ke a shoot i ng cannonbal l  r eady t o enj oy t he 
pl easur es of  t he ni ght .

I NT.  APT /  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT89B 89B

A moment  on t he si l ent  and st i l l  l i vi ng r oom.  

On t he wal l ,  we can make out  t he out l i ne wher e t he ol d 
pi ct ur e f r ame has been t aken down.

BLACK

FADE I N:

THE STI LL LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT90 90

The l i vi ng r oom i s st i l l .

The moon r ay on t he whi t e wal l  has moved -  t i me has passed. . .   

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT91 91

El i sabet h' s body i n st asi s l yi ng on t he f l oor ,  her  i ner t ,  
empt y and gl azed eyes,  st ar i ng i nt o not hi ngness.

At t ached t o her  ar m,  t he nut r i t i on bag i s al most  empt y.  The 
yel l ow l i qui d i s sl owl y r eachi ng t he SWI TCH mar k.

A ver y sl i ght  muf f l ed echo r i ngs out  i n t he di st ance.

I NT.  STAI RWELL -  NI GHT92A 92A

Top shot  on st ai r wel l .

I t ' s Sue,  wal ki ng up t he st ai r s of  her  bui l di ng,  back f r om 
her  ni ght  out ,  accompani ed by a MAN ( 25- 30) ,  wear i ng a 
l eat her  j acket  and car r yi ng a mot or bi ke hel met .  

They st op r egul ar l y t o ki ss each ot her  passi onat el y.  

They st umbl e and l augh.  We qui ckl y under st and t hat  t hey' r e 
bot h compl et el y dr unk.

I NT.  LANDI NG -  NI GHT92B 92B

I n f r ont  of  her  apar t ment ,  he pushes her  agai nst  t he door  and 
ki sses her ,  gr abbi ng hol d of  her  ass wi t h bot h hands.  The 
ul t r a- t i ght  l eat her  of  her  cat sui t  seems t o i ncr ease t he 
sensat i ons. . .  Sue i s over whel med wi t h desi r e. . .
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She f i nal l y f r ees her sel f  gent l y f r om hi s embr ace.  

SUE
I  have t o go. . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT93 93

The l ast  dr ops ar e sucked up f r om t he I . V Bag.  They go 
t hr ough t he per f usi on pi pe and up i nt o El i sabet h' s ar m.

A beat .

We hear  t he sound of  t he f r ont  door  openi ng and cl osi ng.

Foot st eps ampl i f yi ng,  whi ch st ar t  t o r un t hen sl ow down.

Sounds of  chai r s movi ng.  Gl asses chi mi ng.

A l ow voi ce.  A hi gh pi t ched voi ce.  The sound of  l aught er .

Suddenl y,  SMASH!  The sound of  br oken gl ass.

CUT TO 

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT94 94

. . . A br oken gl ass smashed i nt o pi eces at  Sue' s f eet  r i ght  i n 
t he mi ddl e of  t he l i vi ng r oomÕs har dwood f l oor .  The l i ght s 
ar e now on and Sue l ooks up at  t he man who' s hol di ng up a 
whi skey bot t l e i n one hand,  as i f  f r ozen i n hi s gest ur e. . .  

She l ooks at  hi m f i xedl y. . .  bef or e bur st i ng i nt o l aught er .

TheyÕr e compl et el y hammer ed.  

They l et  t hemsel ves f al l  back on t he sof a.  

A sl i ght  t i nni t us st ar t s buzzi ng i n SueÕs ear s,  but  she 
i gnor es i t ,  si t s ast r i de t he guy and t hey st ar t  ki ssi ng. ( we 
see t he si l houet t e of  t hem ki ssi ng i n t he mi r r or ed vi sor  of  
t he mot or bi ke hel met  near by)

The sexual  t ensi on soar s.  The man car esses SueÕs cr ot ch wi t h 
hi s hand,  br ushi ng hi s l i ps over  her  neck.  Hi s t ongue sl i des 
up t he si l ky nape of  her  neck.  SueÕs ski n t i ngl es wi t h goose-
bumps ar oused by al l  t he new sensat i ons bur st i ng i nsi de her .  

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT95 95

A ver y sl i ght  pl ast i c squeaki ng noi se i s hear d.  Cr r r r i i i i . . .

I t ' s t he per f usi on bag whi ch i s now empt y and st ar t i ng t o 
shr i vel  wi t h not hi ng l ef t  t o suck up.  
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I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT96 96

They ki ss mor e and mor e gr eedi l y. . .  pl i p . . .  a dr op of  bl ood 
f al l s on t he guyÕs whi t e t - shi r t . . .

But  Sue deci des t o i gnor e i t ;  her  eyes gl owi ng mor e 
f ever i shl y ever y second,  she t akes of f  t he guyÕs t  shi r t . . .  

Sl i des her  hands down hi s naked chest . . .  

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT97 97

CRRRRRi i i i i  The sound of  pl ast i c i s i ncr easi ngl y hi gh pi t ched 
as t he empt y per f usi on bag cr umpl es up mor e and mor e.  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT98 98

SueÕs hands r each f or  t he manÕs t r ouser s. . .  and unbuckl e hi s 
bel t . . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT99 99

CRRRRRi i i i i i i i i i  t he per f usi on bag desper at el y t r i es t o 
suck somet hi ng i n. . .

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT100 100

Sue unbut t ons hi s t r ouser s and sl i ps her  hand i nt o hi s boxer  
shor . . .  

Pl i p pl i p pl i p pl i p t he dr ops of  bl ood f al l  on t he manÕs 
chest  at  an escal at i ng r hyt hm. . .  

THE SOUND I S MUFFLED.  THE I MAGE FLI CKERS as i f  a bl ack vei l  
wer e i nt er mi t t ent l y bei ng t hr own over  t he scr een.  

MAN
Ar e you al r i ght ?

Sue f eel s mor e and mor e over whel med. . .  She st ar t s hear i ng 
noi ses f r om i nsi de her  own body. . .  Boom BOOM. . .  Boom BOOM. . .  
her  hear t beat  accel er at es. . . .  BoomBOOMBoomBOOMBoomBOOM. . .

SUE
Gi ve me a mi nut e. . .

She get s up and we f ol l ow her  as she hur r i es i nt o t he hal l way 
wi t h a st agger i ng st ep BoomBOOMBoomBOOMBoomBOOM 
BoomBOOMBoomBOOMBoomBOOM
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I NT.  BATHROOM /  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT101 101

She l ocks her sel f  i n t he bat hr oom,  and opens t he door  
communi cat i ng wi t h t he secr et  r oom t o di scover  what  she 
al r eady knows. . .  

The nut r i t i on bag i s empt y.  I t  i s now onl y a pl ast i c 
compr essi on shr i vel l ed i nt o i t sel f  as El i sabet h' s body,  
i ncr easi ngl y pal e,  at t empt s t o mechani cal l y suck up what  
i sn' t  t her e. . .  

Sue hunches over  t he si nk as t he dr ops of  bl ood gr ow mor e 
f r equent ;  her  t i nni t us bl ar es l oudl y i nsi de her  head,  t he 
pai n i s unbear abl e.

She HAS t o swi t ch.

FUCK!  What  shi t t y t i mi ng!  

We can sense al l  her  f r ust r at i on expl ode,  whi l e she l ooks at  
El i sabet hÕs l i f el ess body on t he gr ound.

Thi s body t hat  she has no desi r e t o get  back i nt o. . .

MAN ( O. S. )
Ar e you al r i ght ?

Sue l ooks at  her sel f  i n t he mi r r or . . .  t he camer a sl owl y 
t i ght ens on her  shi ni ng eyes. . .  as i f  an i dea was t aki ng 
shape i n her  mi nd. . .

SUE
YES I ÕLL BE RI GHT BACK!

She opens t he smal l  bat hr oom cabi net  and l ooks at  t he 
punct ur e needl e. . .

. . . t he second nut r i t i on bag. . .

Her  f oot  pr esses down on t he pedal  of  t he t r ash can -  CLACK Ð 
r eveal i ng t he seven smal l  empt y vi al s at  t he bot t om of  t he 
bucket . . .

She l ooks down at  t hem f or  a l ong moment ,  her  eyes 
shi ni ng. . . ( she gr abs t he vi al )

CUT TO:

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT102 102

SUE' S MANI CURED HAND cl i ps one of  t he empt y vi al s ont o t he 
punct ur e syr i nge. . .  

She f l i ps t he mat r i x ont o her  si de. . .  AND SLOWLY LI FTS UP THE 
BANDAGE on her  back. . .
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Af t er  a shor t  moment  of  hesi t at i on dur i ng whi ch she l ooks at  
t he punct ur e si t e,  cont empl at i ng what  she' s about  t o do. . .  
Sue cast s asi de her  l ast  doubt s. . .  

. . .  AND SHE SLOWLY PUSHES THE LONG NEEDLE i nt o El i sabet hÕs 
spi nal  col umn. . .

ELI SABETHÕS GLAZED EYE STARI NG I NTO SPACE -  her  pupi l  
sl i ght l y t r embl es whi l e Sue pul l s sl owl y on t he pl unger  and 
t he t r anspar ent  f l ui d st ar t s t o t r i ckl e i nt o t he syr i nge. . .

SUE
Just  a f ew mor e hour s. . .

Once t he vi al  i s hal f  f ul l ,  Sue uncl i ps i t  and SWI K!  Jabs 
her sel f  i n t he t hi gh,  as she does ever yday,  when i t Õs her  
week.

HER PUPI L DI LATES Ð She cl oses her  eyes f or  a f ew moment s,  as 
her  body absor bs t he shot . . .  She can hear  her  hear t beat  
sl owi ng down,  t he r i ngi ng i n her  head abat es. . .  

She hur r i es t o pl ug i n t he second per f usi on bag,  whi ch was 
nor mal l y meant  f or  her ,  i n El i sabet h' s ar m.   A smal l  gur gl i ng 
sound. . .  t hen a bubbl e r i ses up i nsi de t he pi pe. . .  and t he 
t hi ck l i qui d st ar t s sl owl y maki ng i t s way up t he t ubi ng. . .

Sl owl y but  sur el y,  El i sabet hÕs br eat hi ng becomes nor mal  
agai n.

CUT TO:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT103 103

The man opens hi s eyes and Sue i s once agai n st r addl i ng hi m,  
l i ke an appar i t i on,  ver y cl ose t o hi s f ace.

MAN
Mmmm. . .

( needi ng a moment  t o 
r econnect )

. . . what  di d you do? You seem even 
mor e beaut i f ul  t han bef or -

She st ar t s ki ssi ng hi m.  Mor e and mor e gr eedi l y.

THE MAN PLACES HI S HANDS ON HER THI GHS. . .  kneadi ng t he 
l eat her  whi l e maki ng t hei r  way t o her  ass. . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT104 104

I NSI DE THE DARK ROOM -  El i sabet h' s l i mp and heavy t hi gh l i es 
st i l l  on t he col d t i l es.

Her  f oot  dangl i ng.
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The second bag of  f ood at t ached t o her  ar m whi ch sl owl y 
empt i es. . .

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT105 105

CROSS- DI SSOLVE ON THE MANÕS HANDS as t hey wor k t hei r  way up 
SueÕs ass t o her  wai st . . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT106 106

I N THE DARK ROOM -  The yel l owi sh past e t hat  makes i t  way up 
t he I V t ube wi t h a smal l  gur gl i ng noi se.  

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT107 107

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM -  THE MANÕS HANDS CLOSI NG AROUND SUEÕS 
WAI ST,  SLI DI NG UP HER BACK. . .  ar r i vi ng at  her  neck and sl owl y 
pul l i ng down t he zi pper  of  her  cat sui t .  

The zi pper  sl i des sl owl y down SueÕs back. . . and we see. . .

. . . ALL OF HER I NSI DE ORGANS SPEW OUT OF 
THE SUI T AS THE ZI PPER GOES DOWN AS 
THOUGH I T WERE OPENI NG SUEÕS BODY 
I N TWO. . .
HER ORGANS SPLATTER ON THE FLOOR I N A BLOODY MAGMA-
LI KE MASS:  

SPLOTCH!

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY108 108

AHAAAAAAAAAAA . . .  ELI SABETH wakes up wi t h a st ar t  i nsi de 
t he secr et  r oom.  She coughs,  spi t s,  cl ut ches her  t hr oat . . .  as 
t hough she had been asphyxi at ed.  

SueÕs body i s l yi ng next  t o her  i n st asi s on t he ot her  si de 
of  t he swi t ch pi pe.

I t  t akes a moment  f or  t he hor r i f i c ni ght mar e t o f ade as 
El i sabet h t r i es t o gat her  her  wi t s.  Ouch. . .  We can t el l  t hat  
her  whol e body aches and t hat  she i s i n a f og.

She l ooks conf used when she di scover s. . .  t he smal l  empt y vi al  
on t he gr ound next  t o her . . .  and t he second per f usi on bag 
whi ch has al r eady been empt i ed hal f  a not chÕs wor t h.

She cl i ps i t  ont o SueÕs ar m and she goes i nt o t he bat hr oom.
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I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY109 109

She put s her  bat hr obe on.  A gl ance i n t he mi r r or :  she l ooks 
dr eadf ul . . .  and she has an enor mous hangover .  She t ouches her  
back,  i t Õs a bi t  sor e.

I NT.  CORRI DOR /  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY110 110

She wal ks down t he hal l way dr aggi ng her  f eet .  I t Õs day now.  A 
beat  as she di scover s. . .  SueÕs cl ot hi ng st r ewn on t he f l oor :  
her  boot s. . .  her  l eat her  cat sui t . . .  her  l i nger i e. . .  They make 
a t r ai l  down t he hal l way al l  t he way t o t he bed,  whi ch we see 
f r om af ar :  unmade,  r umpl ed sheet s at t est i ng t o a ni ght  of  
l ovemaki ng.  

We can see t hat  El i sabet h i s t r yi ng t o connect  wi t h her  
memor i es of  t he ni ght  bef or e. . .  but  she doesnÕt  seem t o 
r emember  a t hi ng.  

She makes her  way t o t he l i vi ng r oom wher e she di scover s t he 
af t er mat h of  t he eveni ngÕs f est i vi t i es:  hal f - empt y gl asses,  
f ul l  asht r ays. . .

She wal ks t owar ds t he pi ct ur e wi ndow -  a post - i t  not e i s 
st uck on i t :  

               Too dr unk t o t ake t he bi ke home,  
                    keep an eye on her  ; )

                      TROY ( 812 674 839! )

El i sabet h r eaches out  t o gr ab t he post - i t  not e AND SHE 
I MMEDI ATELY RETRACTS HER HAND as i f  sheÕd seen somet hi ng 
awf ul ,  somet hi ng f r i ght eni ng. . .

She sl owl y l i f t s her  hand i nt o her  f i el d of  vi si on. . . and i n 
compl et e shock she sees. . .

. . . her  f i nger .

Her  i ndex f i nger  i s cr ooked and swol l en,  def or med wi t h 
ar t hr i t i s. . .  her  f i nger nai l  i s yel l ow and t he ski n wi t her ed 
l i ke an ol d womanÕs f i nger  -  whi l e t he r est  of  her  hand i s 
nor mal .

WHAT THE F. . . !

OMI TTED111 111

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY112 112

She t ur ns ar ound and hur r i es i nt o t he bat hr oom,  r uns t he col d 
wat er  i n t he si nk and put s her  i ndex f i nger  under  t he f aucet .  
She scr ubs and scr ubs her  f i nger ,  but  t o no avai l ,  t he 
def or mat i on i s st i l l  t her e.
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She st ar es at  her  i ndex f i nger .

The hor r i bl y wi t her ed ski n.

The pr ot r udi ng and swol l en bl ue vei ns.

The def or med knuckl es.

She cl oses her  eyes,  t ensi ng her  f ace. . . and her  expr essi on 
har dens as what  happened becomes pr ogr essi vel y cl ear  t o her .

She l ooks at  SueÕs body on t he f l oor .

The st r anded empt y vi al  next  t o her .  

She l ower s t he back of  her  bat hr obe and t wi st s ar ound,  t r yi ng 
t o see t he r ef l ect i on of  her  back i n t he mi r r or .

The punct ur e si t e i s r ed,  sl i ght l y swol l en. . .  and ouch. . .  
pai nf ul  t o t ouch.

She cl oses her  eyes a moment ,  her  hand cl i ngi ng t o t he si nkÕs 
edge,  wi t h t hi s def or med f i nger  t hat  st ands out  agai nst  t he 
whi t e por cel ai n.

Fuck f uck f uck f uck f uck. . .

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  DAY113 113

El i sabet h si t s at  t he t abl e,  on t he phone.

The i nsi st ent  r i ngi ng t one. . .  

Br i - i ng. . . Br i - i ng. .

Thr ough t he pi ct ur e wi ndow,  SueÕs gi gant i c bi l l boar d st ar i ng 
r i ght  back at  her  i n si l ence.  

Her  br i ght ,  dazzl i ng smi l e. . .

PUMP IT UP
Br i - i ng. . . Br i - i ng

Yes?

El i sabet h si t s up st r ai ght er  i n her  chai r  when t he caver nous 
voi ce answer s.

ELI SABETH
Yes hi . . .

She wi nces a l i t t l e,  her  back sl i ght l y i n pai n.
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ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
( cl ear i ng her  t hr oat . )

Thi s i s El i sabet h Spar kl e.

Si l ence on t he ot her  end of  t he l i ne.  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . on Bever l y dr i ve?

St i l l  not hi ng.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . I  am uh. . .

( hesi t ant )
. . . 503?

Yes.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Yes. . .  Hi . . .

An embar r assed pause.  SheÕs gat her i ng her  cour age as she 
st ar es at  her  def or med f i nger .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Li st en. . .  t her e has been a 
sl i ght . . .

SheÕs wal ki ng on eggshel l s,  car ef ul l y choosi ng her  wor ds.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . mi suse. . .  of  The Subst ance. . .

She ner vousl y r ubs her  i ndex f i nger .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
A f ew ext r a hour s wer e. . .  
acci dent al l y used. . . causi ng. . .

( a beat )
. . . an al t er at i on.

Long si l ence at  t he ot her  end of  t he l i ne.

Not hi ng but  t he cr ackl i ng.

El i sabet h wi ggl es,  uneasy i n her  chai r .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
So. . .  what Õs t he pr ocedur e t o 
r ever se i t ?

A l ong beat .  The l i ne cr ackl es.  

What  has been used on one si de i s l ost  on t he ot her  si de.  

Ther e i s no goi ng back.

A beat .
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El i sabet hÕs shock and di smay.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
No,  but ,  l i st en I  donÕt  know what  
she was t hi nki ng she was dr unk 
obvi ousl -  

Remember  t her e i s no ÒsheÓ and ÒyouÓ,  you ar e one.

El i sabet h cl oses her  eyes,  t ensi ng her  f ace t o t r y and put  
her  t hought s i n or der .  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Ri ght . . .  

A beat .  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
But  I  canÕt  even r emember  what  
happened dur i ng t he ext r a t i me!  So 
t her e shoul d b-

The bal ance i s per f ect  at  seven days.  

Respect  t he bal ance and you wonÕt  have any mor e 
i nconveni ences.

A beat .  The l i ne goes dead.

El i sabet h doesnÕt  move f or  a l ong moment ,  as i f  she wer e hi t  
by a t on of  br i cks.

Then she get s up abr upt l y and st ar t s aut omat i cal l y cl eani ng 
up af t er  t he pr i or  eveni ngÕs f est i vi t i es,  so as t o t r y and 
channel  her  emot i ons.

She empt i es t he gl asses and t he asht r ays.

Di sgust i ng.

She goes t o t he pi ct ur e wi ndow,  r i ps of f  t he post - i t  not e.  

She cr umpl es t he post - i t  i nt o a bal l ,  whi ch she t hr ows i nt o 
t he gar bage.

She t akes t he t r ash bag out  of  t he can and t r i pl e knot s t he 
t i es.

She t hr ows t he mot or bi ke hel met  out  on t he l andi ng.

VI EW FROM I NSI DE THE TRASH CAN AS I T OPENS -  she t hr ows t he 
t r ash bag i nsi de,  cover i ng t he camer a and t hus cr eat i ng 
DARKNESS 
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I NT.  BATHROOM -  EVENI NG114 114

I t Õs ni ght .  El i sabet h,  i n her  ni ght gown,  l ooks at  her  
r ef l ect i on i n t he mi r r or  wi t h a har sh expr essi on,  as she 
br ushes her  t eet h.

THE GNARLED FI NGER ON THE TOOTHBRUSH br ushi ng back and 
f or t h. . .  mi xi ng sal i va and t oot hpast e. . .  br ush up. . .  br ush 
down. . .  up. . .  down.  El i sabet h l ost  i n her  t hought s. . .

She gar gl es,  spi t s and put s t he t oot hbr ush back i n i t s gl ass.  
She pi cks up her  ni ght  cr eam i n a wel l - r ehear sed r i t ual .  

She put s i t  on her  f ace,  st i l l  absor bed i n her  t hought s as 
t he whi t e cr eam penet r at es her  ski n;  

She put s t he cover  back on t he j ar  of  cr eam and i s about  t o 
put  i t  back i n pl ace on t he shel f . . .  when she st ops. . .  she 
l ooks at  t he j ar  and f ocuses on t he i nscr i pt i on:

ULTI MATE YOUTH 
I nt ensi ve r egener at i ng ni ght  cr eam

She sl owl y unscr ews t he j ar  t op and st ar es at  t he gl ossy 
whi t e cr eam i nsi de. . .

And t hen sl owl y,  t akes her  cr ooked f i nger  and pr ogr essi vel y 
di ps i t  i nt o t he cr eam. . .  She st i cks her  f i nger  al l  t he way 
i n unt i l  i t  i s compl et el y cover ed.

She wai t s f or  a moment . . .  car ef ul l y t ur ni ng her  f i nger  i n t he 
whi t e cr eam. . .  and t hen sl owl y r emovi ng i t ;  t he f i nger  now 
ent i r el y cover ed i n gl i st eni ng whi t e cr eam as t hough i t  was a 
poul t i ce cover i ng t he ski n.  

Wi t h her  ot her  hand she sear ches t hr ough t he smal l  cabi net  
and t akes out  a cr epe bandage,  whi ch she wr aps and knot s 
ar ound t he cr eam- cover ed f i nger .

Li ke a l i t t l e dol l  i n a cocoon at  t he end of  her  hand.

She pr esses l i ght l y on t he dol l . . .  whi ch oozes cr eam.

Good.  I t Õs soaki ng i n.

She l ooks i n t he mi r r or  and shut s of f  t he l i ght  :  BLACK

I NT.  BEDROOM -  NI GHT115 115

El i sabet h l yi ng i n bed st ar i ng at  t he cei l i ng.

HER BANDAGED HAND car ef ul l y r est i ng pal m down on t he sheet s.

Her  f i gur e i s ent i r el y st i l l  i n t he dar kness.
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Domi nat ed by t he pal m t r eeÕs bl ack shadow i n t he ni ght ,  whi ch 
l ooks l i ke a gi ant  spi der .

CUT TO:

I / E.  BEDROOM /  WI NDOW PALM TREE -  DAY116 116

THE GREEN PALM TREE AGAI NST THE BRI GHT BLUE SKY

I N THE BEDROOM,  t he sheet s ar e bat hed i n sunl i ght ;  we can see 
t he out l i ne of  wher e El i sabet h was l yi ng i n t he bed,  and we 
under st and t hat  she st ayed per f ect l y st i l l  t he ent i r e ni ght .

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY117 117

THE HAND WI TH THE BANDAGED FI NGER spr eads out  over  t he si nk.

El i sabet h st ays st i l l  f or  a moment ,  t hen she st ar t s 
unwr appi ng t he bandage. . .  t he anxi et y i n her  eyes as she 
unr ol l s sl owl y r eveal i ng her  f i nger . . .

The dr i ed out  cr eam l eaves a t ype of  pl ast er - l i ke cr ust  
cover i ng t he ski n.

She t ur ns on t he f aucet  and soaks her  f i nger  i n t he st r eam of  
wat er  t o di ssol ve t he whi t e cr ust .

She del i cat el y wi pes her  hand wi t h a t er r y- cl ot h t owel  and 
st r et ches her  hand out  over  t he si nk t o see t he r esul t . . .

Not hi ng has changed.

Her  f i nger  i s st i l l  j ust  as wr i nkl ed and def or med by 
ar t hr i t i s;  br owni sh age spot s ar e scat t er ed on her  ski n.

El i sabet hÕs eyes f i l l  wi t h emot i on whi ch she does her  best  t o 
channel  as she t r i es t o wr ap her  mi nd ar ound t hi s excr escence 
t hat  i s eat i ng away at  her  hand.

Her  hand st ar t s shaki ng,  bet r ayi ng how upset  she r eal l y i s.  
Her  l ast  hopes -  t hat  she knew wer e i n vai n -  ar e swept  away 
f or  good.

CUT TO:

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  DAY118 118

THE KI TCHEN TABLE I N THE FOREGROUND wher e a new bi g whi t e 
not e car d i s f ound:  
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We hope you ar e enj oyi ng your  exper i ence wi t h 

THE SUBSTANCE

Your  t wo week r ef i l l  ki t  has been del i ver ed 
t o your  deposi t  box

I n t he backgr ound,  t hr ough t he door  t hat  l eads t o t he l i vi ng 
r oom,  we see t he TV on,  but  we canÕt  hear  t he sound,  cover ed 
by a hummi ng noi se t hat  gr ows l ouder . . . and l ouder . . .

. . . and El i sabet h i s cr ossi ng t he f r ame i n t he backgr ound as 
sheÕs pushi ng t he vacuum cl eaner  f r om l ef t  t o r i ght . . .  t hen 
r i ght  t o l ef t . . .  sweepi ng back and f or t h l i ke a smal l  
f oosbal l  f i gur i ne movi ng st r ai ght  i n i t s axi s. . .

CUT TO:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY119 119

El i sabet h,  concent r at i ng on her  vacuum cl eaner  sucki ng up t he 
car pet  as t hough hunt i ng f or  t he smal l est  pi ece of  dust  woul d 
hel p her  avoi d becomi ng over whel med by her  t hought s.

She l ooks up,  about  t o t ur n ar ound i n t he opposi t e di r ect i on,  
when somet hi ng cat ches her  at t ent i on f r om af ar . . .

She sl ows down,  appr oaches car ef ul l y,  and f i nal l y st ops. . . her  
eyes engr ossed,  her  pupi l s dar t i ng back and f or t h. . .  t he 
vacuum cl eaner  st i l l  hummi ng. . .  unt i l  she t ur ns i t  of f  and 
pul sat i ng musi c bur st s out  i n i t s pl ace:

DONÕT YOU KNOW PUMP I T UP. . .  

We di scover  t hat  she i s st ar i ng at  t he t el evi si on scr een. . .  

. . . YOUÕVE GOT TO PUMP I T UP. . .

Wher e SUE i s ener get i cal l y swayi ng her  hi ps i n her  new show.

DONÕT YOU KNOW PUMP I T UP. . .

El i sabet h has a moment  of  conf usi on.  Bef uddl ed.  

YOUÕVE GOT TO PUMP I T UP. . .

A di st ur bi ng vi si on of  Sue i n t he pl ace t hat  used t o be her s.

DONÕT YOU KNOW PUMP I T UP. . . YOUÕVE GOT TO PUMP I T 
UP. . .

El i sabet h gr abs t he si de of  t he ar mchai r  t o bal ance her sel f ,  
sl owl y si t t i ng down whi l e wat chi ng Sue movi ng on t he 
scr een. . .

DONÕT YOU KNOW PUMP I T UP. . .
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Her  dazzl i ng smi l e.

Her  f i r m and i nsol ent  br east s.

YOUÕVE GOT TO PUMP I -
El i sabet h t ur ns t he sound of f ,  but  cont i nues t o wat ch t he 
show,  as i f  f asci nat ed by t he det ai l s of  Sue' s body movi ng i n 
r hyt hm t o t he ghost l y beat  of  t he now mut ed musi c.

Her  sl ender  t hi ghs.

Her  suggest i ve hi p movement s. . .

Her  abs t i ght eni ng i n a cl ose up.  

Once.  Twi ce.  Ten t i mes.  Thi r t y t i mes. . .   

On scr een,  wi t h beami ng and seduct i ve eyes. . .  

SUE 
ÒI n t he meant i me. . .  Take car e of  
your sel f ! Ó

. . . Sue bl ows a ki ss t o t he camer a,  di sar mi ng her  vi ewer s wi t h 
a devast at i ng smi l e.

A suspended beat . . .  as t hough t he t wo women exchanged a l ook 
t hr ough t he scr een. . .  

Cl i ck El i sabet h swi t ches of f  t he TV.  

She r emai ns si l ent  f or  a moment .  

Over whel med.

Her  gnar l ed,  def or med f i nger  on t he TV r emot e.  

Spr awl ed acr oss t he ar mchai r  i n her  bat hr obe.

She l ooks up:  behi nd t he t ur ned- of f  TV,  t he bi l l boar d of  SUE 
st ar i ng back at  her  t hr ough t he gl ass wi ndow,  smi l i ng wi t h 
al l  her  pear l y- whi t es:  

PUMP IT UP
I t ' s as i f  she wer e cor ner ed f r om al l  si des.  

BZZZZ  

She j umps at  t he sound of  t he f r ont  door  buzzer .

Who t he hel l  i s t hat . . .
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BZZZZ BZZZZ

I NT.  APT ENTRANCE /  APT CORRI DOR -  DAY120 120

She appr oaches t he door  wi t hout  maki ng any noi se.

HER GNARLED FI NGER opens t he peephol e cover ,  and she l ooks 
t hr ough i t :  

The nei ghbor .  

Fuck.  What  does he want . . .  

She doesnÕt  move;  doesnÕt  make any noi se.

BZZZZ BZZZZZZ

Go t he f uck away,  egg head. . .

BZZZZZZZZZZZ

OLI VER ( O. S. )
Sue?

He st ar t s sof t l y scr at chi ng t he door .

NEI GHBOR ( O. S. )
I t Õs Ol i ver . . .

A beat .

NEI GHBOR ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
I  j ust  saw you on TV. . .  Hol y mol ey 
makes me want  t o j oi n your  cl ass!  
Do you gi ve pr i vat e l essons?

A l ong si l ence.

NEI GHBOR ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
What  about  a dr i nk at  my pl ace 
t oni ght ? 

El i sabet h st ands wi t hout  movi ng or  maki ng noi se,  her  gnar l ed 
f i nger  on t he peephol e.

NEI GHBOR ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
I  can see you st andi ng behi nd 
t her e. . .  donÕt  be shy gor geous!  

( a l ong beat )
I Õm i nt o spor t s t oo,  I  can show you 
my chess t r ophi es!  

A l ong beat .  El i sabet h doesnÕt  move.
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NEI GHBOR  ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
Al r i ght ,  no pr obl em,  t ake your  
t i me. . .  But  i t Õs a dat e!  

We see hi m f i nal l y waddl i ng back i nsi de hi s apar t ment ,  
hummi ng al ong:  donÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .  

THE WRI NKLED FI NGER l et s go of  t he peephol e cover .  SHLACK!  

CUT TO:

I NT.  SHOWER -  DAY121 121

HI SSSSSSSSSSSS THE STREAM OF WATER FROM THE SHOWER HEAD 
PUMMELS ELI SABETHÕS BACK.

Her  hand agai nst  t he wal l  f or  suppor t ,  l et t i ng t he wat er  f l ow 
down her  body,  as she st ar es at  t he gr ound,  l ost  i n her  
t hought s,  as i f  she wer e t r yi ng t o r egai n her  f oot i ng.

I NT.  APARTMENT /  ENTRANCE -  DAY122 122

El i sabet h f i ni shes sl i ppi ng her  coat  on,  t ur ns up t he col l ar  
and put s on l eat her  gl oves t o hi de her  pr obl em f i nger .

She l ooks t hr ough t he peephol e.  The coast  i s cl ear .  

EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH AREA)  -  DAY123A 123A

We f ol l ow El i sabet h f r om behi nd,  wal ki ng qui ckl y.

EXT.  STREET ( LESS NI CE STREET) -  DAY123B 123B

El i sabet h,  f r om behi nd,  who i s wal ki ng down anot her  st r eet .

Her  gai t  i s j i t t er y.  Ever yt hi ng seems mor e har sh and 
aggr essi ve.

OMI TTED123C 123C

I NT.  DEPOSI T CORRI DOR -  DAY123D 123D

El i sabet h wal ks down t he cor r i dor .

I NT.  DEPOSI T/ LOBBY -  DAY124 124

A wave of  her  car d opens her  l ocker .  Beep.

She t hi nks she hear s a sl i ght  noi se behi nd her .  She t ur ns 
ar ound.  Scans t he l obby.  No one.  

. . . sc 120

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  74 -



. . . sc 124

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  75 -

She t akes out  t he package and put s i t  i n her  bag.

EXT.  STREET ( LESS NI CE STREET)  -  DAY125A 125A

El i sabet h wal ki ng i n t he opposi t e di r ect i on.

Af t er  a whi l e,  she has a st r ange f eel i ng.  As i f  she wer e 
bei ng f ol l owed.  She t ur ns ar ound. . .  st i l l  no one.

She pi cks up t he pace.

EXT.  STREE ( DI NER AREA)  -  DAY125B 125B

St i l l  f r om behi nd El i sabet hÕs back as she wal ks.  

Tur ns ar ound agai n.  St i l l  not hi ng.

She f i nal l y goes i nt o a di ner .

I NT.  DI NER -  DAY126 126

She si t s down i n a boot h.  Moves t o anot her .  SheÕs hot .  Takes 
of f  her  coat .  St ar t s r emovi ng her  gl ove. . .  t hen deci des 
agai nst  i t ,  r eadj ust i ng t he r i ght  gl ove i n par t i cul ar .

WAI TRESS ( O. S)  
What  can I  get  you?

St ar t l ed,  she j umps and l ooks up:  a SEXY WAI TRESS wi t h a name 
t ag t hat  r eads ALLI SON i s st ar i ng at  her ,  not epad i n hand.

ELI SABETH
( r andom)

Uh. . . a. . . mocha l at t e.  

The wai t r ess l eaves.

A beat :  El i sabet h met i cul ousl y r eadj ust s her  gl ove.

MANÕS VOI CE ( O. S. )
I t Õs l ong,  i snÕt  i t ?

El i sabet h t ur ns her  head.  At  t he next  t abl e i s a SWEATY,  
OBESE MAN muf f l ed up i n a gr ay coat ,  st ar i ng r i ght  at  her .  He 
has a bi g st r awber r y bi r t hmar k on hi s f ace,  whose shape i s 
st r angel y f ami l i ar . . .

ELI SABETH
Excuse me?

MAN
Seven days. . .

She st ar es di r ect l y at  hi m. . .  nonpl ussed. . .
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MAN (CONTÕD)
I  know what  Òt hese weeksÓ f eel  
l i ke. . .

A beat .  She i s i ncr easi ngl y conf used. . .  she l ooks away f r om 
hi m pr et endi ng she has no i dea what  he i s r ef er r i ng t o.  

ALLI SON ( O. S. )
Whi pped cr eam?

The wai t r ess i s i n f r ont  of  her  agai n,  a can of  whi pped cr eam 
i n hand,  her  cof f ee on t he t abl e.

ELI SABETH
Uh. . . yes. . .

PZZZZZZZZZZT

El i sabet h st ar es at  t he whi pped cr eam whi ch sl owl y shr i vel s 
up,  mel t i ng i nt o t he cof f ee.

She t akes a spoonf ul ,  as i f  t o comf or t  her sel f .

She wat ches t he man f r om t he cor ner  of  her  eye as he pi cks up 
t he menu t o or der .  Hi s wal l et ,  whi ch was on t op of  t he menu,  
f al l s t o t he gr ound.  As he l eans over  t o pi ck i t  up,  
El i sabet h gl i mpses on t he nape of  hi s neck. . .  t he begi nni ng 
of  a t hi ck pi nk scar  si mi l ar  t o her  own,  whi ch di sappear s 
under  hi s shi r t  col l ar . . .  He gat her s up al l  t he cr edi t  car ds 
t hat  have scat t er ed on t he f l oor :  among t hem i s a whi t e 
pl ast i c car d wi t h 207 on i t .  He put s i t  away i n hi s wal l et  
and si t s back up.

A l ong beat  wher e t hey st ar e at  each ot her .

Ever yt hi ng muddl es up i n El i sabet h' s mi nd. . .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . Di d you f ol l ow me her e?

MAN
I  was j ust  cur i ous t o see how 
t hi ngs wer e goi ng f or  you. . .   And 
act ual l y I  woul dnÕt  be agai nst  a 
l i t t l e bi t  of  company. . .  I t Õs j ust  
good t o. . .  t al k t o someone. . .  you 
know.  Each t i me you f eel  a l i t t l e 
mor e l onel y. . .  donÕt  you t hi nk?

A l ong beat  wher e she st ar es r i ght  at  hi m.

ELI SABETH
I  donÕt  know what  youÕr e t al ki ng 
about .  I Õm f i ne,  t hank you.  
Ever yt hi ng i s f i ne.

She t ur ns her  back t o hi m and t r i es t o make i t  l ook l i ke she 
i s engr ossed i n her  cof f ee.  
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MAN ( O. S. )
I t  get s har der  each t i me t o 
r emember  t hat  you st i l l  deser ve t o 
exi st . . .

The whi pped cr eam t hat  shr i vel s up mor e and mor e l i ke a 
def l at ed bal l oon. . .

MAN ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
. . . That  t hi s par t  of  your sel f  i s 
st i l l  wor t h somet hi ng. . .

( a beat )
That  you st i l l  mat t er . . .

The mel t ed whi pped cr eam now l ooks l i ke yel l owi sh puke.

MAN (CONTÕD)
( mut t er i ng t o hi msel f )

He shoul d-
( SMACK!  He sl aps hi msel f ,  

al most  l i ke a t i c)
I  shoul d never  have gi ven i t  t o 
you.  But  heÕs so ( SMACK!  
Anot her ) . . . shal l ow and 
super f i ci al ! !

El i sabet hÕs mi nd i s a j umbl e of  conf usi on.  She sear ches i n 
her  bag,  pays t he check wi t h a $10 dol l ar  bi l l  t o cut  shor t  
and heads f or  t he exi t .

MAN ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
( l oud,  t owar ds her )

Has she st ar t ed yet ?

El i sabet h t ur ns ar ound.  A beat  wher e t hey exchange a l ong 
l ook.

MAN (CONTÕD)
. . . eat i ng away at  you? 

A suspended moment . . .  st ar i ng f i xedl y i nt o each ot her Õs 
eyes. . .  unt i l  El i sabet h t ur ns abr upt l y on her  heel s and 
r ushes f or  t he door  as f ast  as she can.

EXT.  STREET ( DI NRE AREA)  -  DAY127A 127A

El i sabet h r et ur ns home wi t h a hur r i ed st ep. . .

EXT.  STREET ( ELI SABETH BUI LDI NG)  -  DAY127B 127B

. . . l ooki ng over  her  shoul der  sever al  t i mes t o check t hat  she 
hasnÕt  been f ol l owed when-  BAM!

She vi ol ent l y sl ams i nt o someone comi ng f r om t he opposi t e 
di r ect i on.  CLANG cl ang cl ang. . .  A bi g bi ker ' s hel met  f al l s t o 
t he gr ound and r ol l s away.  
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MALE VOI CE
Fuck!  Wat ch out !  

El i sabet h,  dazed and f r ant i c,  l ooks at  t he l eat her - cl ad guy 
who pi cks up hi s hel met  and st r ai ght ens up f aci ng her :  TROY.

She i s so ver y st unned t hat  she st ays pl ant ed r i ght  t her e,  
st ar i ng at  hi m.

TROY
WHAT?. . .  You wanna mug shot ?! ?

Royal l y pi ssed,  he get s on hi s mot or cycl e par ked i n f r ont  of  
her  bui l di ng,  put s hi s hel met  on and sl ams t he vi sor  shut :  
SHLACK!  El i sabet h' s haggar d f ace i s r ef l ect ed i n t he mi r r or ed 
vi sor .

He beeps hi s hor n so sheÕl l  get  out  of  t he way.

TROY (CONTÕD)
HEY!  MOVE!

She f i nal l y st eps t o t he si de and he r oar s of f  on hi s 
mot or cycl e,  r evvi ng i t s bi g engi ne:  VROOOOOOOOOOOOOM

I NT.  APARTMENT /  ENTRANCE -  DAY128 128

Sl ammi ng her  door  shut  behi nd her ,  El i sabet h l eans back 
agai nst  i t  f or  a moment  t o gat her  her  wi t s.

She st ays f or  a l ong whi l e t hi s way,  t r yi ng t o channel  al l  
t he t hought s and f eel i ngs j ost l i ng i n her  br ai n. . .

We can t el l  t hat  her  mi nd i s r aci ng ( obsessi vel y) .

CUT TO:

I NT.  WALK I N CLOSET -  DAY129 129

POV FROM I NSI DE THE CLOSET -  SHLACK El i sabet h abr upt l y pushes 
al l  of  SueÕs cl ot hi ng asi de t o r each her  bel ongi ngs at  t he 
ver y back i n st acked- up boxes mar ked:  ELI SABETHÕS OLD JUNK.

She opens di f f er ent  boxes and f i nal l y f i nds t he one she i s 
l ooki ng f or :  a box f i l l ed wi t h her  handbags.  She shakes t he 
bags upsi de down one af t er  t he ot her  maki ng t he var i ous 
f or got t en obj ect s f al l  out . . .  coi ns,  par ki ng t i cket s,  chewi ng 
gum. . .  Ah!  She f i nal l y f i nds what  she i s l ooki ng f or :  t he 
t or n pi ece of  cr i nkl ed paper  wi t h FREDÕS number  on i t .

Fr edÕs smi l i ng i mage appear s super i mposed:  

FRED
You ar e st i l l  t he most  beaut i f ul  
gi r l  i n t he whol e wi de wor l d!
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She hol ds t he paper  t i ght l y agai nst  her  chest ,  as i f  suddenl y 
t hi s was t he most  pr eci ous of  her  possessi ons.

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY130 130

El i sabet h st ar t s di al i ng t he number ,  sl i ght l y ner vous.  

Behi nd t he pi ct ur e wi ndow,  her  eyes gl ance i nadver t ent l y at   
t he bi l l boar d.

PUMP IT UP
CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY131 131

El i sabet h has Òi sol at edÓ her sel f  i n t he bat hr oom,  si t t i ng on 
t he cl osed t oi l et  l i d.  

She di al s t he number .  We hear  t he sound of  t he l i ne r i ngi ng 
and af t er  a beat  someone pi cks up.

FRED ( O. S. )
Hel l o?

ELI SABETH
( f or ci ng a cheer f ul  t one)

Hi  Fr ed,  i t Õs Li zzi e!  

Si l ence.

Not hi ng.  She i s i mmedi at el y shaken.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . Li zzi e f r om t ent h gr ade 
homer oom? 

Si l ence agai n.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . hel l o?

FRED
Sor r y,  I Õm i n shock. . .  wow wow wow!

Thi s r eassur es El i sabet h and makes her  smi l e.  

FRED (CONTÕD)
I  t hought  I  woul d never  hear  f r om 
you agai n af t er  shar i ng my dumb 
t oot hpast e st or y. . .
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ELI SABETH
Oh no. . . not  at  al l ,  i t Õs j ust  t hat  
I Õve been ver y. . .  busy l at el y. . .

A beat .

FRED
I  hear d about  your  show. . .  how ar e 
you deal i ng? I t  must  have been so 
di f f i cul t . . .

ELI SABETH
( f aki ng conf i dence)

Oh no. . . You know,  I  ki nda pr ovoked 
i t  i n a way. . .  I  f el t  l i ke. .  I Õd 
seen and done i t  al l . . .  I  needed t o 
move on.

FRED
Oh. . .  t hat Õs good t o hear . . .  so 
what  ar e you up t o now?

A beat .  El i sabet h i s st i l l  si t t i ng on t he t oi l et  l i d.

ELI SABETH
I . . .  I Õm t r avel i ng. . .  A l ot .  I t Õs 
gr eat  -  t her e i s so much t o see!  
One day her e,  t he next  t her e. . .  
i t Õs a t ad exhaust i ng,  t hough. . .

FRED
Oh wow. . . what  an exci t i ng l i f e!  I  
envy you.

A beat .

ELI SABETH
So. . .  I  happen t o be i n t own f or  a 
coupl e of  days and. . .  I  t hought  
maybe we coul d. . .

( moves her  ar m i n a 
gest ur e of  sel f -
encour agement )

. . .  go out  and gr ab a dr i nk? Or  f or  
a wal k,  or . . .  you know,  t he l i t t l e 
t hi ngs t hat  make l i f e mat t er .  

A beat .  Long si l ence.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Hel l o?

FRED
Sor r y I Õm i n shock agai n.  

Anot her  smi l e.  A wi der  one t hi s t i me.
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FRED (CONTÕD)
Li ke. . . t o-

ELI SABETH
Toni ght  i s per f ect !  

A beat .  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Oh. . . di d you mean t omor r ow? 

Cl ear l y.

FRED
Euh. . . Toni ght  i s f i ne as wel l .  I  
can book Lui gi Õs at  8?

ELI SABETH
8 at  Lui gi Õs i t  i s!  See you 
t oni ght !

She hangs up.  Her  eyes ar e shi ni ng,  cheeks ar e f l ushed,  l i ke 
a t eenager  who has been asked out  on her  f i r st  dat e.

CUT TO:

I NT.  BEDROOM -  EVENI NG132 132

Lot s of  act i vi t y i n t he apar t ment .  Al l  t he boxes have been 
t aken out  -  cl ot hi ng,  shoes,  accessor i es ar e scat t er ed acr oss 
t he bedr oom f l oor .

CUT TO:

A zi pper  i s pul l ed up f ol l owi ng t he pi nki sh scar  on 
El i sabet hÕs back. . .  t he scar  di sappear s as t he zi pper  gl i des 
up a beaut i f ul  moi r Ž si l k dr ess.   

El i sabet h l ooks at  her  back r ef l ect ed i n t he bedr oomÕs t al l  
mi r r or .  I mpossi bl e t o see t he l ong scar  under neat h.  Per f ect .

Fr om t he f r ont ,  t he V- cut  neckl i ne f l at t er s her  pr et t y 
cl eavage.  

She sl i ps on l ong bl ack sat i n gl oves t hat  hi de her  pr obl em 
f i nger  and add a t ouch of  gl amour .  

Thus pr et t i l y dr essed,  she l ooks at  her sel f  i n t he mi r r or . . .  
and i s moved by her  r ef l ect i on.

For  t he f i r st  t i me,  i n a ver y l ong t i me,  she seems t o l i ke 
her sel f  agai n.

To once agai n f eel  t hat  sheÕs wor t h i t . . .

. . . sc 131

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  81 -



. . . sc 133

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  82 -

I NT.  BATHROOM -  END OF THE DAY133 133

She f i ni shes put t i ng on her  make- up and checks t he cl ock.  She 
gr ows i ncr easi ngl y ner vous as t he t i me t o meet  her  dat e 
appr oaches.  

A l ast  t ouch of  l i pst i ck,  and she l ooks at  her sel f ,  
sat i sf i ed.

She t i di es her  hai r  and f l ashes a smi l e i n t he mi r r or  -  t he 
l i pst i ck i s becomi ng t o her  smi l e.  Good.

Bef or e l eavi ng she goes t o cl ose t he secr et  r oomÕs door . . .  
and cat ches si ght  of  Sue l yi ng on t he f l oor  i n st asi s.  

Her  heal t hy compl exi on. . .

Her  wel l - def i ned,  pl ump l i ps. . .

El i sabet h t ur ns t o t he mi r r or ,  her  expr essi on a l i t t l e 
gl oomy. . .

She suddenl y has t he i mpr essi on t hat  her  ent i r e f ace has j ust  
sagged.  

But  she f or ces her sel f  t o pul l  i t  t oget her .

She adds a bi t  of  l i pst i ck,  anot her  st r oke of  bl ush t o make 
her  cheekbones r osi er .  

A beat .

Mor e bl ush.

She f or ces a smi l e as she l ooks at  her sel f .

Good.  

Takes a deep br eat h. . .  And t ur ns of f  t he l i ght .

CUT TO:

I NT.  HALLWAY /  LI VI NG ROOM -  EVENI NG134 134

She wal ks down t he hal l way,  gr abs her  coat  and handbag. . .  
sear ches f or  her  keys. . .  sees t hem on t he t abl e i n t he l i vi ng 
r oom.  Wal ki ng over  t o t he t abl e she l ooks up and her  eyes 
f al l  upon. . .  t he huge bi l l boar d out si de.

PUMP IT UP
A suspended moment  st andi ng f ace t o f ace wi t h SueÕs gi gant i c 
over l y- sexual i zed body:
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Her  per f ect l y r ound,  per ky br east s.

Her  l usci ous l i ps. . .

Her  gor geous shi ny hai r . . .

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  EVENI NG135 135

THE BATHROOM LI GHT TURNS ON -  El i sabet h i s back i n f r ont  of  
t he mi r r or .

A har sh expr essi on as she cont empl at es her  f ace:  t hi s wonÕt  
do at  al l .

She pul l s up t he f abr i c on her  dr ess t o hi de her  cl eavage 
whi ch al l  of  a sudden canÕt  even compar e.  She t hr ows a wr ap 
over  her  shoul der s t o cover  i t .

And t he l i pst i ck i s al l  wr ong.  She t akes i t  of f  and put s on 
anot her .

She adds mor e bl ush.  Br ush st r okes t o her  cheekbones,  i n an 
i ncr easi ngl y aggr essi ve f ashi on.  

She l et s her  hai r  down.   

No,  she put s her  hai r  back up.  

Ok.

Mor e bl ush and a f or ced smi l e as she l ooks i n t he mi r r or .

She checks t he cl ock,  t hi s t i me she r eal l y needs t o get  
goi ng.

She t akes a deep br eat h t o boost  her sel f . . .

Good. . .

And she t ur ns of f  t he l i ght .  

BLACK

I NT.  CORRI DOR /  ENTRANCE /  LI VI NG ROOM -  EVENI NG136 136

Wal ki ng down t he hal l way,  she f or ces her sel f  not  t o l ook i n 
t he l i vi ng r oom. . .  but  j ust  when she i s about  t o open t he 
f r ont  door . . .

Her  f ace t enses. . .  she i s st r uggl i ng as she i s about  t o gr ab 
t he bi g,  r ound met al  door knob. . .  wher e we di scover  t hat  she 
can see her  r ef l ect i on.  
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She t r i es t o di sr egar d t he di st or t ed hamst er  f ace t hat  i s 
r ef l ect ed by t he met al l i c spher e.

Behi nd her  t he bi l l boar d l ooms. . .  as i f  she coul d sense i t  
even wi t h her  back t ur ned:  al l  t hat  f r esh col l agen,  t hat  body 
over f l owi ng wi t h per f ect i on. . .  

She t r i es t o st ay st r ong. . .  her  eyes shut  t i ght  t o not  see 
her  r ef l ect i on as her  hand appr oaches t he door knob. . .

CUT TO:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  EVENI NG137 137

El i sabet h i n f r ont  of  t he bat hr oom mi r r or ;  a dour ,  accusat or y 
l ook i n her  eyes as she l ooks at  her  r ef l ect i on:

Di sgust i ng.

She uses a cot t on pad t o wi pe t he l i pst i ck of f  her  f ace wi t h 
a sl ow and har sh gest ur e,  smear i ng i t  ont o her  cheek l i ke a 
bl oody gash.  

I NT.  BEDROOM -  NI GHT138 138

El i sabet h i s si t t i ng i n her  bat hr obe on t he bed,  her  make- up 
r emoved and her  hai r  down,  her  ski n r eddened f r om r epeat edl y 
put t i ng her  make- up on and t aki ng i t  of f .

We see her  f r om behi nd,  sl i ght l y st ooped,  f aci ng t he wi ndow.

Out si de,  t he HUGE pal m t r ee.  

I t s CRUSHI NG VERTI CALI TY.

On t he ni ght  t abl e,  her  t el ephone l i ght s up wi t h a sl ew of  
messages f r om ÒFREDÓ who has vi si bl y been t r yi ng t o r each her  
f or  some t i me.

FADE I N:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT139 139

The l i vi ng r oom pl unged i n dar kness.  A f ai nt ,  f l i cker i ng 
l i ght  f r om t he t el evi si on.  

Fr om behi nd t he bi g ar mchai r ,  we see El i sabet hÕs hand on t he 
ar mr est .

A l ong moment  on t he TV,  wi t h i t s endl ess babbl i ng. . .  

( of f  we hear  t he nei ghbor  knocki ng at  t he f r ont  door  t :  
ÒBi r dy? Bi r dy Sue?Ó)

. . . sc 136

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  84 -



. . . sc 139

   THE SUBSTANCE  -   May  3r d 2022 -  85 -

Then,  af t er  a l ong whi l e,  t he bat hr obed f i gur e get s up and 
cr osses t he l i vi ng r oom,  dr aggi ng her  f eet .

I NT.  FRI DGE /  KI TCHEN -  NI GHT140 140

POV FROM I NSI DE THE REFRI GERATOR -  THE DOOR OPENS:  we see t he 
bat hr obe st andi ng i n f r ont  of  t he shel ves f i l l ed wi t h f ood.  
Not  movi ng.  

I n t he f or egr ound,  a r oast  chi cken amongst  ot her  gr ocer i es.  

The exasper at i ng sound of  t he TV echoi ng f r om behi nd. . .  Then 
t he bat hr obe gr abs a pl at e wi t h l ef t over  qui che and cl oses 
t he door ,  maki ng ever yt hi ng go:  BLACK.

FADE I N:

I NT.  CORRI DOR /  BATHROOM -  DAY141A 141A

HI SSSSSSSSSSSS 

FROM THE DARK LONG HALLWAY -  t hr ough t he bat hr oom door f r ame 
we see t he shower  f i l l ed wi t h st eam.  We hear  t he wat er  
r unni ng and can make out  a f i gur e i nsi de t he st eamy shower .

CUT TO:

I NT.  SHOWER -  DAY141B 141B

THE SHOWER HEAD SPI TS OUT i t s power f ul  st r eam of  wat er  on. . .

SUE.  

A l ong moment  dur i ng whi ch she r evel s i n t he gush of  hot  
wat er .

The pl easur e she exudes bei ng back i nsi de her  body,  enj oyi ng 
her  shapel y sel f  t hat  awakens wi t h t he hot  wat er .  

Whi l e l at her i ng,  she seems t o f eel  somet hi ng on her  
but t ock. . .

She t wi st s ar ound t o l ook at  her  but t  cheek. . . .  She l i ght l y 
pr esses on i t  wi t h her  hand. . .  whi ch r eveal s. . .  a smal l  bul ge 
under  t he epi der mi s sur r ounded by unsi ght l y or ange- peel  
l ooki ng cel l ul i t e t hat  mar s t he ski n. . .  what  t he f . . . ? She 
l et s go. . .  and t he bul ge di sappear s. . .  Her  ski n i s smoot h and 
i mmacul at e once agai n.  She pr esses on t he spot . . .  but  i t Õs 
gone. . .  

She wai t s a moment . . .  t hen r uns her  pal m over  her  but t ,  
pr essi ng on t he ar ea agai n. . .  but  ever yt hi ng i s al l  r i ght .

CUT TO:
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I NT.  BEDROOM -  DAY142 142

Wear i ng a t owel ,  we f ol l ow her  i nt o t he bedr oom.

She gr abs her  cl ot hes,  si t s on t he bed -  and SPRI NGS BACK UP 
i mmedi at el y l i ke a j ack- i n- t he box.  She f el t  somet hi ng.

She br ushes her  f i nger s over  her  but t  cheek and st ands i n 
f r ont  of  t he bedr oom mi r r or ,  cont or t i ng her sel f  t o l ook at  
her  but t ock. . .  but  no,  t her e i s not hi ng.  She st ands i n f r ont  
of  t he mi r r or  f or  a l ong whi l e t o check.  Ever yt hi ng i s ok.

Her  i mpeccabl y shaped backsi de.

EXT.  STREET ( GLAM & POP)  -  DAY143 143

We f ol l ow Sue f r om behi nd,  wal ki ng wi t h a l i vel y st ep.

Ever yt hi ng i s hot .  Col or f ul .  Enhanced.

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  SUEÕS DRESSI NG ROOM -  DAY144A 144A

Sue changes i nt o her  l eot ar d.  

She checks her  ass i n t he mi r r or .

I mpeccabl e.  

I NT.  BACKSTAGE HALLWAY -  DAY144B 144B

We f ol l ow her  ont o t he soundst age.  

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  PUMP I T UP SHOW -  DAY145 145

She gr eet s ever ybody,  st r et ches t o war m up.  

A l ast  gl ance at  her  ass t o make sur e she l ooks al l  r i ght .

Per f ect .  

She pl aces her sel f  cent er  st age among t he dancer s.

Ever ybody i s r eady t o st ar t  t api ng t he show.

The camer amen ar e i n pl ace.

The assi st ant s.

The cont r ol  r oom.

ASSI STANT DI RECTOR -  PUMP I T UP SHOW
Ready Sue?
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SUE
( bi g smi l e)

Ready!  

ASSI STANT DI RECTOR -  PUMP I T UP SHOW
Ok,  pl aces ever yone.  Si l ence.

( count i ng down wi t h her  
f i nger s)

3. . .  2. . .  1. . .  

Camer as on -  r ecor di ng.

SueÕs f ace I MMEDI ATELY FLASHES HER GREAT BI G TOOTHY SMI LE 

SUE
Hi  ever ybody!  I Õm Sue and i t Õs t i me 
t o pump i t  up!  Ar e you r eady? LETÕS 
GO!

The musi c st ar t s.

DonÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .

youÕve got  t o pump i t  up. . .

She goes r i ght  i nt o her  r out i ne,  accompani ed by t he dancer s 
t o t he r hyt hm of  t he f ast - paced musi c.

Camer as t r avel i ng behi nd t he gr oup cat ch t hei r  backsi des 
cont r act i ng t o t he musi c.  

Endl ess smi l es and aer obi c r out i nes one af t er  t he ot her .  

SUE (CONTÕD)
Come on now. . .  STEP!  STEP!

Sue seaml essl y l eads t hem t hr ough t he chor eogr aphed sequence.

SUE (CONTÕD)
NOW SQUEEZE THOSE BUTT MUSCLES and 
SQUAT!  SQUAT!  SQUAT!

Sue r uns her  hand over  her  but t  t o show t he movement .

SUE (CONTÕD)
SQUA. . .  

She st ops shor t ,  l osi ng t he r hyt hm;  sheÕs upset .

She f el t  somet hi ng.

A pr egnant  pause.  One by one,  t he dancer s st op as wel l .

The camer as st op r ecor di ng.  

The musi c st ops.

Ever ybody l ooks at  her .
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SUE (CONTÕD)
I . . .  I  t hought  t hat . . .

She sl i des her  hand over  her  but t  cheek and di scr eet l y l ooks 
at  i t .

Ther eÕs not hi ng.

SUE (CONTÕD)
Sor r y I . . .  somet hi ng di st r act ed me.

CONTROL ROOM VOI CE
Not  a pr obl em.  Let Õs get  r i ght  back 
t o i t .

Ever yone get s back i n pl ace.

Sue anxi ousl y sl i des her  hand once agai n over  her  but t  cheek -  
ever yt hi ng i s okay.

Ever ybody get s back i n t hei r  pl aces.  The assi st ant  mout hs t he 
count down:  

3. . . 2. . . 1

Recor di ng:

SUE
Hi  ever ybody!  I Õm Sue and i t Õs t i me 
t o pump i t  up!  Ar e you r eady? Let Õs 
go!

The musi c st ar t s.  

DonÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .

The sol di er s begi n t he chor eogr aphy.

YouÕve got  t o pump i t  up. . .

St i l l  t he same r hyt hm,  over  and over .  

DonÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .

YouÕve got  t o pump i t  up. . .

SUE (CONTÕD)
Come on now,  STEP. . .  STEP!  CONTRACT  
THOSE BUTT MUSCLES!

Once agai n she put s her  hand on her  but t  cheek t o show t he 
muscl e she i s wor ki ng.

SUE (CONTÕD)
AND SQUAT!  SQUAT!  SQUAT!  SQUAT!
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Ever yt hi ng goes smoot hl y t hi s t i me.  She goes t hr ough t he 
chor eogr aphy of  movement s.  

SUE (CONTÕD)
Come on now,  KEEP I T UP!  KEEP I T 
UP!

A l ong sequence wher e t he ser i es of  movement s ar e r ol l ed out  
one af t er  t he ot her .

DonÕt  you know pump i t  upÉ youÕve got  t o pump i t  upÉ

DonÕt  you know pump i t  upÉ youÕve got  t o pump i t  upÉ

SUE (CONTÕD)
And bend over ,  head bet ween your  
l egs!

She bends over  and st i cks her  head bet ween her  l egs. . .  
Schl ur r r p The bul ge r eappear s,  di st or t i ng her  but t .

She abr upt l y st r ai ght ens back up as i f  sheÕd been 
el ect r ocut ed. . .  Fuck!

She l oses her  bal ance,  al most  f al l i ng over .  A dancer  cat ches 
her  j ust  i n t i me.  Ever ybody st ops.  

The musi c st ops,  agai n.  The camer as st op.  

Thi s t i me ever ybody i s a l i t t l e bewi l der ed.

Sue,  dr i ppi ng i n sweat ,  di scr eet l y checks her sel f  out . . .  
ever yt hi ng i s okay.  What  t he f uck i s goi ng on? 

SUE (CONTÕD)
( i ncr easi ngl y st r essed 

out )
I Õm sor r y. . .  I . . .  ski pped a st ep.

CONTROL ROOM VOI CE 
Okay,  ever ybody back i n pl ace,  we 
canÕt  af f or d t o l ose t oo much t i me,  
t her eÕs anot her  show t api ng r i ght  
af t er  us.

The cr ew f or  t he next  show i s al r eady wai t i ng backst age.

FLOOR RUNNER
( t o Sue)

Can I  get  you somet hi ng? Wat er ?

SUE
No,  I Õm f i ne,  l et Õs get  r i ght  back 
t o i t !

( mot i vat i ng t he t r oops and 
her sel f )

Ok,  t hi r d t i meÕs a char m,  t hi s i s 
i t !
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SueÕs st r ess l evel  i s r i si ng as she f eel s ever yoneÕs eyes on 
her ,  wat chi ng f or  t he next  t r i p up.

Ever yone get s back i n posi t i on.  The camer as.  The assi st ant  
who gi ves t he count down.  3. . . 2. . . 1

Recor di ng.

SUE (CONTÕD)
Hi  ever ybody!  I Õm Sue and i t Õs t i me 
t o pump i t  up!  Ar e you r eady? Let Õs 
go!

They st ar t  agai n f r om t he begi nni ng.  The musi c i s 
i ncr easi ngl y unbear abl e.

DonÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .

YouÕve got  t o pump i t  up. . .

DonÕt  you know pump i t  up. . .

YouÕve got  t -

The musi c st ops.

Yet  ever yt hi ng was goi ng f i ne t hi s t i me.

Sue gi ves a quest i oni ng gl ance:  what Õs goi ng on?

She sees t he cr ew bust l i ng about . . .  Someone i s gi vi ng 
i nst r uct i ons t hr ough a wal ki e- t al ki e.  The i nf o i s passed f r om 
per son t o per son,  wal ki e- t al ki e t o wal ki e- t al ki e.

ASSI STANT DI RECTOR -  PUMP I T UP SHOW
Sor r y,  i t Õs t he cont r ol  r oom now.

( l i st eni ng t o her  ear  
pi ece)

The di r ect or  says he saw somet hi ng 
bi zar r e on t he moni t or .  He has t o 
check i t  out .

( l i st eni ng t o her  
ear pi ece)

Whi ch one?
( t o t he st age hands)

Br i ng up t he r epl ay on camer a 2!

Sue t ur ns and sees t hat  i t Õs t he camer a. . .  t hat  i s j ust  
behi nd her  ass.

Her  st r ess l evel  i s r i si ng. . .  she pul l s down on her  l eot ar d 
bot t om t o bet t er  cover  her  ass,  but  t he cut  of  t he f abr i c 
j ust  wonÕt  al l ow f or  i t .  

Sue keeps her  back cl ose t o t he wal l  so t hat  nobody can see 
her  ass i n case t he bul ge r et ur ns.
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They have st ar t ed t he r epl ay:  on a gi ant  scr een at  t he back 
of  t he scener y,  i mages of  t he t r oop r ewi nd at  t op speed,  
maki ng t hem l ook l i ke r i di cul ous l i t t l e mar i onet t es shaki ng 
t hei r  l egs and asses.

SUE
Can I  have my dr essi ng gown?

SUEÕS ASSI STANT
. . . sor r y i t Õs i n your  dr essi ng 
r oom. . .

SUE
( i n a bur st  of  anger )

Wel l ,  t hen GO GET I T! ! !

The vi deo comes t o a cl ose up shot  of  SueÕs ass.

SheÕs i ncr easi ngl y ner vous as t he cont r ol  r oom gi ves t he t i me 
code f or  t he pr obl emat i c f r ame whi l e ever yone i s wat chi ng her  
ass,  f r ame by f r ame on t he gi ant  scr een. . .

SueÕs assi st ant  f i nal l y r et ur ns wi t h her  cover  up,  whi ch she 
t hr ows on ner vousl y bef or e suddenl y r ushi ng down t he hal l way.  

SUE (CONTÕD)
I  need a 5- mi nut e br eak.

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  BACKSTAGE HALLWAY.  DAY146 146

We f ol l ow her  as she wal ks wi t h a hur r i ed st ep down t he l ong 
hal l way.

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  DRESSI NG ROOM  -  DAY147 147

She comes t o her  dr essi ng r oom,  shut s her sel f  i nsi de and 
l ooks i n t he mi r r or .

Sl owl y,  she l i f t s t he f abr i c of  her  l eot ar d t o di scover . . .  
t he bul ge whi ch has r et ur ned t o t he same spot  as i n t he 
shower  ear l i er . . .  but  bi gger  and ugl i er  t hi s t i me.

What  t he hel l . . .

I t Õs l i ke an i nt er nal  gr owt h t hat  i s def or mi ng her  but t  
cheek. . .  as t hough somet hi ng wer e st uck under  her  ski n.  

She l i ght l y pr esses on t he bul ge and r eal i zes t hat  she can. . .  
move i t . . .  she pushes and pal pat es al l  ar ound i t . . .  and wi t h 
a smal l  suct i on noi se t he bul ge st ar t s sl owl y movi ng under  
her  ski n -  up her  but t ock and t owar ds her  wai st .

FLOOR RUNNER ( O. S. )
( sof t l y knocki ng on t he 

door )
(MORE)
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Sue,  do you want  some cof f ee or  
somet hi ng?

She doesnÕt  even answer .  She i s compl et el y obsessed wi t h t he 
mass under  her  ski n,  whi ch she pushes bet ween her  f i nger s 
sl i di ng i t  ar ound.

. . . t he f at t y l ump moves sl owl y under  her  ski n t owar ds her  
wai st . . .  

she pushes i t  agai n,  gui di ng i t  ar ound t o her  st omach. . .  

. . . l eadi ng t he f at t y l ump t o her  bel l y but t on.

As t he bul ge appr oaches t he ski n under  her  bel l y but t on,  she 
st ar t s t o see somet hi ng i n t he cent er  of  her  bel l y but t on. . .  
a sor t  of . . .  l i ke t he end of  a. . .  she st i cks her  t wo f i nger s 
i nt o her  bel l y but t on t o t r y and gr ab. . .  st i cki ng her  f i nger s 
f ur t her  i n,  she spr eads apar t  t he si des of  her  bel l y but t on 
i n or der  t o di g deeper  t o t r y and gr i p t he end of  what ever  i t  
i s. . .  she gr abs t he end and st ar t s t o pul l  i t  out . . .  
di scover i ng l i t t l e by l i t t l e. . .  an obl ong shape t hat  she 
sl owl y ext r i cat es. . .  i t Õs a. . .

. . . ROASTED. . . CHI CKEN DRUMSTI CK. . .  
dr i ppi ng wi t h gr ease t hat  she 
sl owl y ext r act s f r om her  bel l y 
but t on wi t h an i cky s l i my 
sound: SLUUURPUH! ! ! !
AND HER BELLY BUTTON CLOSES BACK UP 
LI KE AN ANUS WI TH A SUCTI ON NOI SE! ! !  

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT148 148

AHAAAAAAAAAA. . . AND SUE WAKES UP WI TH A START! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

SWEATI NG BULLETS I N THE SECRET ROOM

FUCK!

The mat r i x i n st asi s i s l yi ng on t he f l oor  at  t he ot her  end 
of  t he swi t ch pi pe next  t o her .

Sue i s bat hed i n sweat .  She checks her  st omach. . .  her  ass. . .   
bot h ar e i mpeccabl e and per f ect ,  t r yi ng t o r egai n her  wi t s as 
t hi s hor r i bl e ni ght mar e f ades.

WHAT A MI NDFUCK. . .  A goddamn mi ndf uck. . .

FLOOR RUNNER (O.S.) (CONT'D)
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She t hr ows an accusat or y l ook at  El i sabet h who i s on t he 
f l oor ,  and we f ol l ow her . . .

OMI TTED149 149

I NT.  HALLWAY /  LI VI NG ROOM -  NI GHT150 150

. . . as she goes down t he cor r i dor . .  Ent er i ng t he l i vi ng r oom 
she st ops. . .  and st ar es at  somet hi ng t hat  i s r i ght  i n f r ont  
of  her .

Cl ose up l ow angl e shot  t hat  shows t he anger  r i si ng i n her  
har sh eyes. . .

I n r ever se angl e we see what  she i s st ar i ng at . . .  

A BI G CHI CKEN CARCASS ent i r el y pi cked t o pi eces on t he cof f ee 
t abl e.  Chi cken bones and pot at o l ef t over s smear ed on a pl at e.  
An empt y pi nt  of  i ce cr eam.  Chocol at e bar s r eckl essl y munched 
down t o t he l ast  squar e.

She l ooks at  t he deeper  i mpr i nt  l ef t  on t he bi g ar mchai r . . .

Tr aces of  gr easy f i nger pr i nt s on t he TV r emot e cont r ol .  

Bi g sl i pper s l ef t  on t he car pet .  

She t ot t er s a l i t t l e and si t s i n t he ar mchai r  t o col l ect  
her sel f .

Fuck,  what  a t ot al  l ack of  cont r ol . . . Revol t i ng. . .

She ner vousl y r ubs her  bel l y,  t hi ghs,  hunchi ng over ,  st i cki ng 
her  head bet ween her  knees.   

We can sense how much i t  di sgust s her  t hat  she i s 
i ncr easi ngl y l et t i ng her sel f  go as El i sabet h.

Sue abr upt l y gr abs t he pl at e and wal ks out  of  t he l i vi ng 
r oom.

I NT.  GARBAGE -  NI GHT151 151

LOW ANGLE SHOT FROM I NSI DE THE TRASH CAN WHI CH OPENS 
r eveal i ng SueÕs f ace.  She t hr ows al l  t he l ef t over s down -  t he 
chi cken bones and t he chi cken r ai n down and cover  t he camer a.

BLACK

CUT TO:

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT152 152

Sue t i ps t he mat r i x over  ont o her  si de.
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As she st i cks t he l ong needl e i nt o her  back t o f i l l  seven new 
vi al s,  her  eyes f ocus on det ai l s of  El i sabet hÕs body. . .

Her  gnar l ed and def or med f i nger ,  cover ed i n gr ease.  

The l ong scar  t hat  snakes up her  spi nal  col umn.

She f i nds t hi s body i ncr easi ngl y ugl y.

Fl abby.

Unat t r act i ve and USELESS.

CUT TO:

EXT.  STREET ( GLAM & POP)  -  DAY 153 153

THE GREEN PALM TREES t hat  pass by l i ke KNI VES SKEWERI NG t he 
BLUE sky.

We f ol l ow Sue wal ki ng br i skl y whi l e on t he phone.

The pi er ci ng sound of  t he l i ne Br i - i i i i ng Br i - i i i i ng

Yes?

SUE
THI S BALANCE I S NOT WORKI NG!

Her  gai t  i s agi t at ed and she seems t o be l ooki ng f or  
r eassur ance i n t he eyes of  ot her s as she passes t hem by.  

SUE (CONTÕD)
Why do we have t o keep i t  even?!  I  
mean,  we cl ear l y donÕt  have t he 
same needs!  I  bar el y have t he t i me 
t o enj oy mysel f  whi l e SHE wast es 
seven days STUFFI NG HER FACE i n 
f r ont  of  t he TV!

Remember  t her e i s no she and y-  

She hangs up on hi m.  F. . !  And r epr esses t he i mpul se t o bash 
her  phone agai nst  t he pavement .

CUT TO:

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  SUEÕS DRESSI NG ROOM -  DAY154A 154A

POV FROM I NSI DE A LOCKER I N THE DRESSI NG ROOM.  THE LOCKER 
DOOR OPENS -  Sue f i ni shes get t i ng i nt o her  l eot ar d,  appear i ng 
i ncr easi ngl y pensi ve and per t ur bed.
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I NT.  BACKSTAGE HALLWAY -  DAY154B 154B

We f ol l ow her  f r om behi nd wal ki ng t owar ds t he st udi o.

I NT.  TV STUDI O /  PUMP I T UP -  DAY155 155

She opens t he door  ener get i cal l y:  

SUE
Hel l o ever ybod. . .

NO ONE I S THERE.

THE SET I S EMPTY.  THE LI GHTS ARE OUT.

A wave of  pani c sweeps over  her  f ace.

She sees a STAGEHAND put t i ng away t he l ast  cabl es.

SUE (CONTÕD)
What Õs happeni ng? Wher e i s 
ever ybody?!  

STAGEHAND
The t api ng has been cancel l ed.

SUE
What ?!  Why?

MANÕS VOI CE ( O. S. )
Sue? 

St ar t l ed,  she j umps and t ur ns t owar ds a FLOOR RUNNER st andi ng 
behi nd her  wi t h a ser i ous l ook on hi s f ace.

FLOOR RUNNER
Har vey want s t o see you i n hi s 
of f i ce -  i mmedi at el y.

Sue i s i ncr easi ngl y shaken. . .

SUE
I . . .  I Õl l  go change and-

FLOOR RUNNER 
He sai d NOW.

I NT.  HARVEYÕS OFFI CE -  DAY156 156

Sue ar r i ves i n t he of f i ce.

Har veyÕs ar mchai r  i s t ur ned t owar ds t he pl at e- gl ass wi ndow;  
we can onl y see t he i mposi ng back of  hi s chai r .  
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The t hr ee men i n sui t s ar e t her e,  st ar i ng at  her .  One of  t hem 
i s si t t i ng on t he couch.  Anot her  i s l eani ng on t he cor ner  of  
Har veyÕs desk.  The t hi r d st ands by t he pl at e- gl ass wi ndow.

Har vey swi vel s ar ound t o f ace her :

HARVEY
WeÕve di scover ed your  l i t t l e 
secr et .

Dead si l ence.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
I  coul dnÕt  bel i eve MY EARS!  

( st ar i ng r i ght  i nt o her  
eyes)

ELI SABETH SPARKLE?! !

SUE
Li st en I -

HARVEY
You canÕt  act ual l y be l i vi ng i n . . .  

( wei r d gr i n)
. . ELI SABETH SPARKLEÕS APARTMENT??!  

SueÕs f ace. . .

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
I t Õs t oo much of  a coi nci dence!  I  
sack her  and BAM!  Her e she i s agai n 
t r yi ng t o st i ck her  f oot  r i ght  back 
i n t he door !

( he chuckl es)

An enor mous bur den i s l i f t ed f r om SueÕs shoul der s,  r el i eved 
t hat  i t Õs Òonl y t hat . . . Ó

SUE
Uh. . . yes we. . . we br i ef l y met  when 
she was movi ng out  of  t own. . .  she 
asked me i f  I  was l ooki ng f or  a 
pl ace t o r ent . . .  whi ch I  was so. . .  
t her e you have i t .  

Si l ence.

HARVEY
Oh she l ef t  t own?. . .  wher e di d she 
go?

A beat .

SUE
Uh. . .  . . .  Cost a Ri ca I  t hi nk.

A l ong si l ence.
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One of  t he men i n sui t s.

SUI T #1
I t Õs gr eat  f or  t axes.

Si l ence.  

Har vey r ai ses hi s eyebr ows wi t h a gr unt  of  appr oval  bef or e 
sl ammi ng hi s t wo hands down on hi s desk.

HARVEY
ANYWAY!  That Õs not  why I  want ed t o 
see you.

( suddenl y ver y ser i ous)
I Õm goi ng t o get  st r ai ght  t o t he 
poi nt :  we canÕt  keep you on t he 
mor ni ng show.

Dead si l ence.  Sue canÕt  br eat he.

SUE
But  WHY?? I Õve j -

HARVEY
Rat i ngs ar e t hr ough t he r oof .

A beat .  Lost .  SueÕs emot i onal  r ol l er  coast er  i s pal pabl e.

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
We st ar t ed at  42.  WeÕr e now at . . .

( he gest ur es t o one of  t he 
men)

SUI T #2
216.

HARVEY
That Õs phe- no- me- nal .  WeÕve never  
seen such f i gur es i n al l  t he 
net wor kÕs hi st or y!  PEOPLE LOVE YOU!  
THEY ADORE YOU!

Sue,  suddenl y over come wi t h emot i on. . .

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
That Õs why weÕve deci ded we want  
you t o host . . .  THE NEW YEARÕS EVE 
SHOW.

A beat .

SUE
. . . you mean. . .  The. . .

HARVEY
. . . net wor kÕs bi ggest  show!  50 
mi l l i on vi ewer s. . .  LI VE.  You canÕt  
get  any hi gher  . . .

(MORE)
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( a beat  wi t h a gl assy l ook 
i n hi s eye)

Wel l ,  except  i f  you di e. . .  t hen 
youÕd go. . .

( he gest ur es t owar ds t he 
cei l i ng)

A beat ,  as i f  behi nd hi s gl assy eyes he wer e suddenl y engaged 
i n a deep met aphysi cal  r ef l ect i on. . .  t hen he abr upt l y comes 
back t o t he poi nt :

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Anyway,  I Õm t aki ng a huge gambl e on 
you and t hese men can t el l  you I  
t al ked you up t o t he shar ehol der s 
Ôt i l  my l ast  dr op of  sal i va,  
convi nci ng t hem t hi s i s t he way t o 
go.  I t Õs goi ng t o be i nt ense.  We 
have onl y a f ew mont hs t o pul l  i t  
of f ,  but  I  know we can do i t .

( t o Sue)
So? What  do you say? 

A l ong beat  on Sue.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
Ar e you i n?

SueÕs gl eami ng eyes. . .

BLACK

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  NI GHT 157 157

For  a l ong moment .

Then a r ay of  l i ght  appear s t hr ough t he gap of  a door  t hat  
sl owl y opens. . .

And SueÕs head appear s i n t he gap.

We ar e i nsi de t he secr et  r oom l ooki ng t owar ds t he door .

A l ong moment  on Sue who l ooks i nsi de t he r oom wi t h shi ny 
eyes. . .

We can f eel  her  i nner  di l emma. . .

Then she wal ks i nt o t he secr et  r oom and sl owl y kneel s down 
behi nd El i sabet hÕs back.  

A beat . . . AND HER MANI CURED HAND cl i ps one of  t he empt y vi al s 
ont o t he punct ur e syr i nge. . .  AND LI FTS UP THE BANDAGE -   
r eveal i ng t he sl i ght l y swol l en punct ur e si t e.  

HARVEY (CONTÕD)
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SUE
I f  you donÕt  open t he door  when 
oppor t uni t y knocks,  you wonÕt  get  
anot her  chance. . .  

AND SHE SLOWLY PUSHES THE LONG NEEDLE i nt o t he punct ur e 
si t e. . .

SUE (CONTÕD)
You of  al l  peopl e know t hi s. . .  

El i sabet hÕs pupi l  sl i ght l y f l i nches whi l e t he needl e sl owl y 
dr ai ns t he l i qui d.

BLACK

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY158 158

A l ong si l ence.

And t he r ay of  l i ght  appear s agai n.

Sue,  i n a new out f i t ,  once agai n appear s i n t he hal f - opened 
door .  

We can see sever al  empt y vi al s st r ewn on t he f l oor ,  next  t o 
El i sabet h.

She hesi t at es bef or e ent er i ng st eal t hi l y.

SUE
Just  one mor e.  Then I  have a week 
of f ,  and we can swi t ch.

THE MANI CURED HAND l i f t s up t he bandage -  t he ski n has 
vi si bl y gr own even mor e swol l en at  t he punct ur e si t e.  

We can t el l  t hat  Sue f eel s i ncr easi ngl y uneasy.  She 
mani pul at es t he Mat r i x wi t h gr owi ng di sgust .  

Jabbi ng t he needl e i nt o t he swol l en ski n i s a l i t t l e mor e 
di f f i cul t .  

BLACK

A l ong beat . . .

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY159 159

AND THE DOOR OPENS AGAI N. . .

and Sue wal ks i nt o t he r oom i n a new out f i t . . .

She t akes of f  t he bandage -  t her eÕs a l i t t l e pus oozi ng f r om 
t he punct ur e si t e,  whi ch i s now i nf ect ed.  
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( t her e ar e mor e and mor e empt y vi al s st r ewn acr oss t he f l oor )  
She cl i ps on an empt y vi al .

We can t el l  t hat  she i s i ncr easi ngl y t er r i f i ed by what  she 
sees and al so f eel s gui l t y. . .  but  she canÕt  hel p i t .

SUE
I Õve got  some amazi ng news. . .

( kneel i ng behi nd her )
We ar e doi ng t he cover  of  Vogue!

She f i ddl es wi t h i t ,  maki ng ci r cul ar  movement s t o t r y and di g 
a way t hr ough t he i nf l amed f l esh on El i sabet hÕs back.

SUE (CONTÕD)
I t Õs j ust  one mor e day,  i t Õs not  a 
bi g deal . . .

BLACK

FADE I N:

I NT.  BATHROOM -  DAY160A 160A

THE EMPTY,  STI LL BATHROOM,  wher e we can onl y see t he door  t o 
t he secr et  r oom open aj ar .

Not hi ng moves.

Then we hear  a bi g br eat h bei ng t aken:  AHAAAAAAAAAAAA 

A l ong si l ence.

And a bl oodcur dl i ng scr eam t ear i ng t hr ough t he secr et  r oom:

ELI SABETH ( O. S. )
NOOOOOOO. . . . .

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY160B 160B

. . . WHI CH ECHOES I N THE STI LL LI VI NG ROOM WI TH A VI EW ON THE 
SMI LI NG BI LLBOARD

ELI SABETH VOI CE ( O. S. )
. . . . NOOOOOOOOOOO

CUT TO:

I NT.  HALLWAY /  BATHROOM -  DAY161A 161A

HI SSSSSSSSSSS THE ROAR OF THE WATER LI KE A BURST OF THUNDER

THE LONG DARK HALLWAY -  at  t he end of  whi ch i s t he open 
bat hr oom door  -  t he shower  i s f i l l ed wi t h st eam f r om t he hot  
wat er .
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I NT.  SHOWER -  DAY161B 161B

THE SHOWER HEAD SPI TS OUT i t s power f ul  st r eam of  wat er  on. . .

ELI SABETH.  A dazed l ook i n her  eyes as she st ar es at  t he 
gr ound.

REVERSE ANGLE ON THE SHOWER FLOOR wher e we see t he wat er  
st r eami ng over . . .  ONE OF HER LEGS THAT HAS AGED TERRI BLY.

Var i cose vei ns cr i sscr oss her  l eg,  pr ot r udi ng under  t he 
par chment - t hi n wr i nkl ed ski n r eachi ng al l  t he way t o her  
gr oi n.

She br ushes a l ock of  hai r  behi nd her  ear ,  uncover i ng a swat h 
of  at r oci ousl y aged ski n ar ound her  r i ght  eye,  l i ke a bl ack 
eye made of  wr i nkl es.

The wat er  f al l s on her  back wher e t he swol l en and i nf ect ed 
r ed ar ea ar ound t he punct ur e si t e has gr own l ar ger ,  her  spi ne 
st ooped by her  ver t ebr aeÕs t wi st ed al i gnment .  

Leani ng her  pal m on t he wal l  f or  suppor t ,  we di scover  t hat  
her  ent i r e r i ght  hand has aged al l  t he way up t o her  el bow.

ELI SABETH
Not  a bi g deal ??. . . . THI S I S NOT A 
BI G DEAL?????!

The sound of  t he phone r i ngi ng whi ch gr ows i ncr easi ngl y 
l ouder  as i f  i t  was goi ng t o FUCKI NG PI ERCE OUR EARDRUMS.

Br i - i ng,  Br i - i i i ng. . .

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  DAY162 162

THE ATROCI OUSLY OLD FOOT WI TH I TS HARDENED YELLOWED NAI LS 
paces back and f or t h.

Br i - i ng Br i - i i i ng
On t op of  t he t abl e i s t he Vogue i ssue wi t h SUE,  ALL SMI LES 
ON THE COVER:

THE RI SI NG STAR

Br i - i ng Br i - i i i ng
Yes?

El i sabet h,  r eady t o bur st ,  st ut t er i ng i n her  hast e:

ELI SABETH
SH- SHE D- DI D I T AGAI N! ! ! !  
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She wi nces f r om t he vi ol ent  pai n shoot i ng up her  back.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
The. . . t he. . . GROWTH. . .  -  cause i f  
I Õm t he mat r i x what  came out  of  me 
can onl y be cal l ed t he GROWTH!  THE 
GROWTH di dnÕt  r espect  t he bal ance.  
AGAI N.  SHEÕS STEALI NG MORE AND MORE 
TI ME FROM ME compl et el y 
di sr egar di ng t he consequences.  She 
i s i r r esponsi bl e!  She i s t ot al l y 
shor t  si ght ed!  Sh- SHHA- SHHA. . .

She angr i l y t hr ows t he magazi ne.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . SHHHHALLOW AND SUPERFI CI AL! ! ! ! !

A beat .

I f  you donÕt  want  ext r a t i me you si mpl y have t o st op t aki ng 
i t .  

El i sabet h makes a dr eadf ul  gr i mace,  cl osi ng her  eyes,  
st r uggl i ng agai nst  her  i mpul se t o i mpl ode.

ALL DECI SI ONS ARE YOUR DECI SI ONS.  YouÕr e si mpl y maki ng t hem 
f r om di f f er ent  si des of  your sel f .  

Ever yt hi ng i s get t i ng al l  t oo Kaf kaesque. . .

Woul d you l i ke t o st op?

El i sabet h i s t aken aback.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
. . . St op?

You ar e t he Mat r i x.  Your  ot her  si de depends on you t o sur vi ve 
but  you donÕt .  I f  you ar e not  sat i sf i ed,  you can put  an end 
t o t he exper i ence whenever  you want ,  and go back t o bei ng 
j ust  you on your  own.  

A moment  of  si l ence.  Then agai n,  l i ke a mant r a:

Woul d you l i ke t o st op? To go back t o bei ng j ust  you on your  
own? 

El i sabet h seems l ost . . . wr appi ng her  bat hr obe t i ght er  ar ound 
her sel f .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Wi l l . . . wi l l  ever yt hi ng r et ur n t o 
what  i t  was bef or e? I  mean. . .  as I  
was bef or e? 

We f eel  al l  of  her  vul ner abi l i t y as she wai t s f or  t he answer .  
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The l i ne cr ackl es.

What  has been t r ansf er r ed wonÕt  come back.  

We have made t hat  cl ear  al r eady.

But  you can st op t he exper i ence as of  now.  

A beat .

Woul d you l i ke t o st op? To go back t o bei ng j ust  you on your  
own? 

Her  eyes f al l  upon her  hor r i f i cal l y aged l eg. . .  t hen l ook 
beneat h her  bat hr obe,  t owar ds what  we i magi ne must  be l ef t  of  
her  br east s. . .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
NO! . . . no no no. . . I   donÕt  want  t o 
st op. . .

( she pul l s t he f abr i c of  
her  bat hr obe t i ght er  
ar ound her  body)

I  canÕt  st op. . .  I  canÕt  st ay LI KE 
THI S. . .  SHE has t o-  ( She gi ves 
her sel f  a SMACK! ) . . . ÒI Ó have t o-  
( SMACK!  Anot her  sl ap! )  THE BALANCE 
HAS TO BE RESPECTED! !  

A l ong beat .  The l i ne cr ackl es.

So r espect  i t .   

A beat .

We see her  back dr oop.

Let  us know i f  you need anyt hi ng el se.  We wi l l  be happy t o 
answer  any of  your  r equest s.  We ar e at  your  di sposal .

The l i ne goes dead.  

El i sabet h r emai ns sl umped over  t he t abl e.  

We can see her  st ooped back shaken by l i t t l e hi ccups as she 
st ar t s sobbi ng.

THEN:  When youÕr e smi l i ng,  when youÕr e smi l i ng. . .

I t Õs SueÕs t el ephone,  t he Loui s Pr i ma r i ng t one a gl ar i ng 
r emi nder  of  how t r agi c t hi ngs have become.

. . . t he whol e woooooor l d smi l es wi t h y-

Her  t wi st ed f i nger  pushes a but t on t o send t he cal l  di r ect  t o 
voi ce mai l .
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She st ands wi t h di f f i cul t y and st ar t s wal ki ng away. . .  
pi ng! . . .  she st ops. . .  a beat . . .  she t ur ns ar ound and sees t he 
voi ce mai l  not i f i cat i on.  She hesi t at es. . .  and canÕt  st op 
her sel f  f r om goi ng back t o l i st en t o i t .  

ALAN ( V. O. )
SUE! !  Hol y f uck?!  Ar e you si t t i ng 
down? Pl ease go si t !  

She l et s her sel f  f al l  back down i nt o t he chai r  l i ke a sack of  
pot at oes.

ALAN ( V. O. )
Ar e you r eady t o hear  t hi s? Ok t hi s 
i s huge.  TOM GRANT want s you i n hi s 
next  movi e!  YES,  YOU HEARD ME 
RI GHT.  TOM FUCKI NG GRANT.  He saw 
you on t he Vogue cover  t hi s mor ni ng 
and heÕs DYI NG t o meet  you.  CALL ME 
AS SOON AS YOU GET BACK.  

A beat .

And t hen suddenl y she gi ves her sel f  an enor mous sl ap:  SMACK!

ELI SABETH
STOP I T!

SLAP!  Anot her .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
YOU HAVE TO STOP I T!

SLAP!

SMACK!

SLAP!

SHE HI TS HER HEAD REPEATEDLY WI TH HER FI STS AS THOUGH THAT 
WOULD MAKE THE MESSAGE ENTER HER BRAI N ONCE AND FOR ALL.

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
STOP I T STOP I T STOP I T. . .

The smal l  not e Òi t  changed my l i f e, Ó hangi ng on t he wal l . . .

BLACK

FADE I N:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  EVENI NG163 163

The si l ent  apar t ment  pl unged i n dar kness.

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM we see El i sabet h f r om behi nd huddl ed up i n 
t he bi g ar mchai r .
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The TV i s on,  but  she i snÕt  even wat chi ng.

She si t s si l ent l y f or  a l ong whi l e,  st ar i ng i nt o space.

Then somet hi ng changes i n her  expr essi on. . .  as t hough she has 
seen somet hi ng t hat  caught  her  at t ent i on i n t he bookcase 
f aci ng her .  

She t r i es t o get  up but  her  aged l eg wonÕt  st r ai ght en. . .  she 
i s st uck i n t he bi g ar mchai r .

A beat .  She l ooks at  her  sever el y def or med knee.

St i f f  and swol l en wi t h ar t hr i t i s.

She r emai ns i n pl ace,  st ar i ng. . .  t r i es agai n t o unbend her  
l eg. . .  we see t he i nt ense ef f or t  t hi s r equi r es. . .  but  her  
knee,  r avaged by ar t hr i t i s i s bl ocked i n a bent  posi t i on.  

El i sabet hÕs expr essi on i s i ncr easi ngl y har sh as she f ocuses 
on t r yi ng t o unbend her  knee. . .  

She gr abs her  l eg wi t h bot h hands,  t r yi ng t o f or ce i t  
st r ai ght . . . but  i t  wonÕt  budge. . .

She pushes har der ,  har der . . .  She gr i t s her  t eet h. . .  her  
expr essi on bet r ays i ncr easi ng agony as she r el ent l essl y t r i es 
t o f or ce t he knee t o unbend. . .

CRAAAACK -  Her  kneecap di sl ocat es f i nal l y unbendi ng AAAAHHHHH-  
a scr eam of  vi ct or y and pai n.  

She does as best  she can t o push her  def or med body t o get  up -  
her  dowager Õs hump i s l ar ger  and pai nf ul ,  and t her eÕs a st ai n 
made by t he oozi ng pus on her  bat hr obe i n t he ar ea of  t he 
punct ur e si t e.

She l i mps al l  t he way t o t he bookcase,  l eani ng on t he shel ves 
t o cat ch her  br eat h,  as t hough she had j ust  r un a mar at hon.

Then her  ar t hr i t i c hand gr abs somet hi ng f or got t en t hat  i s 
st uck bet ween t wo books:  Har veyÕs depar t ur e gi f t .  

She l ooks at  i t .  Har veyÕs chubby smi l i ng f ace appear s 
super i mposed on t he wr appi ng paper .

HARVEY 
To keep you busy.  I t Õs Fr ench.  My 
wi f e swear s by i t !  

The gnar l ed f i nger s t ear  of f  t he wr appi ng paper  r eveal i ng a 
t hi ck book of  r eci pes:  

FRENCH CUI SI NE f r om A t o Z 

26 r eci pes f r om t he gr eat est  Fr ench chef s!
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On t he cover  i s a ver y hef t y l ooki ng CHEF WI TH RED CHEEKS and 
a gr eat  bi g smi l e.

She has t o get  ver y,  ver y cl ose t o t he page t o see i t  as her  
vi si on has got t en much wor se.  She l eaf s t hr ough t he pages of  
r eci pes accompani ed by f ul l - si ze pi ct ur es of  t he di shes:

AUBRAC ALI GOT

BRI SSAC BLOOD SAUSAGE WI TH APPLES

CAEN STYLE TRI PES

CHRI STMAS BRESSE POULTRY STUFFED WI TH FOI E GRAS

FADE I N:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM /  TALK SHOW STUDI O -  NI GHT164 164

Dazzl i ng whi t e.  As t he camer a pul l s back,  t he whi t e ver y 
sl owl y becomes l ar ge whi t e squar es. . .  pul l i ng back f ur t her ,  
t he whi t e squar es f or m a bi g t oot hy smi l e. . .  we pul l  back 
even mor e t o r eveal  t hat  t he smi l e i s SueÕs pear l y- whi t e 
smi l e on a pi xel at ed TV scr een f aci ng a zest f ul  TV HOST:

TV HOST
. . . t hat Õs r i ght ! . . . You popped up on 
our  scr eens out  of  nowher e l i ke a 
t or nado.  I  t hi nk no one was r eal l y 
pr epar ed f or  t hi s whi r l wi nd. . .

SPLOTCH SPLOTCH SPLOTCH SPLOTCH

I NT.  KI TCHEN -  NI GHT165 165

CHEESE BUBBLI NG I N A SAUCEPAN

El i sabet hÕs DECREPI T FOOT shuf f l i ng back and f or t h acr oss t he 
ki t chen f l oor .

TV HOST
I t  al l  st ar t ed wi t h t he mor ni ng 
show. . .  r umor  has i t  t hat  you ar e 
up f or  Tom Gr ant Õs next  movi e. . .  
and . . . j ust  a mi nut e. . .  I Õm j ust  
bei ng t ol d t hat  you have been 
chosen t o host  t he NEW YEARÕS EVE 
SHOW! !  Can you conf i r m t hi s?

SUE
Yes t hat Õs r i ght .  

The audi ence appl auds.
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ELI SABETHÕS VOI CE  ( O. S. )
( mi mi cki ng SueÕs nasal  

voi ce)
ÒYes t hat Õs r i ght Ó

EXTREME CLOSE UP on t he t hi ck,  gr easy mel t ed cheese t hat  i s 
sl owl y pour ed ont o a pl at e l i ke mol t en l ava. . .  

El i sabet h i s pour i ng t he al i got  t o l ook exact l y l i ke t he 
phot o i n t he r eci pe book.  

She i s i n t he ki t chen sur r ounded by pi l es of  di r t y di shes,  
t he cook book open on t he st ai ned and gr easy count er ,  as she 
navi gat es bet ween di f f er ent  r eci pes t hat  she i s cooki ng at  
t he same t i me.

TV HOST
WOW WOW WOW THI S I S BI G NEWS!  I  
canÕt  wai t  t o f i nd out  what  you ar e 
cooki ng up f or  us!  

ELI SABETH TURNS A PAGE SHLACK!

                BRI SSAC BLOOD SAUSAGE WI TH APPLES

( he encour ages t he audi ence t o appl aud.  Sue l aughs,  
f l at t er ed)

El i sabet h l eans over  t he book get t i ng as cl ose as possi bl e t o 
r ead t he r eci pe.

TV HOST (CONTÕD)
So t el l  us a l i t t l e about  your sel f .  
Wher e ar e you f r om? How di d you get  
di scover ed?!  I  want  -  WE want  t o 
know EVERYTHI NG! !

HI SSSSSSS TWO BLOOD SAUSAGES LAND I N A SAUTE PAN maki ng t he 
hot  oi l  j ump and si zzl e.  

SUE
( pl ayi ng demur el y wi t h t he 

audi ence)
Oh,  t her eÕs not  ver y much t o t el l ,  
r eal l y. . .  I Õm j ust  a gi r l  f r om a 
ver y smal l  t own i n. . .  I ndi ana.

As t he oi l  get s hot t er  i t  pops and spl at t er s i n t he pan.

El i sabet h wi pes her  br ow on her  f or ear m.

SUE (CONTÕD)
I Õm sur e youÕve never  hear d of  
i t . . .  i n f act ,  i t Õs not  even a 
t own. . .  I Õm not  r eal l y sur e you 
coul d even cal l  i t  a vi l l age. . .  A 
f ar m per haps? ( She l aughs wi t h t he 
publ i c) .
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El i sabet h mocks SueÕs shr i l l  l augh whi l e she degl azes t he pan 
i n a CLOUD OF SMOKE HI SSSSSSSS

SUE (CONTÕD)
. . . But  f or  as l ong as I  can 
r emember ,  i t  has al ways been my 
dr eam t o be on scr een. . .

ELI SABETH
MY dr eam!  

SUE
. . . as a chi l d I  used t o put  on 
shows f or  my f ami l y. . .

THE GNARLED FI NGERS TURN A NEW PAGE SHLACK!  

CHRI STMAS BRESSE POULTRY STUFFED WI TH FOI E GRAS

El i sabet h opens t he r ef r i ger at or  door  and gr abs a l ar ge 
uncooked t ur key.  

I NSERT -  t he GNARLED FI NGER f ol l ows acr oss each l i ne of  
di r ect i ons i n t he cook book:  evi scer at e t he t ur key.

TV HOST
How sweet . . .  So ever yone i s awar e 
t hat  you r epl aced El i sabet h Spar kl e 
and no doubt  about  i t  you st epped 
i n,  t ur ned up t he vol ume and ROCKED 
THEI R WORLD!  ( t he audi ence cheer s)  
Wer e you a f an of  her  show?

El i sabet h put s t he chi cken on t he t abl e and pauses  -  sheÕs 
at t ent i vel y l i st eni ng t o SueÕs answer .

SUE
Wel l ,  I  canÕt  r eal l y say I  act ual l y 
wat ched her  show because. . .  wel l  
you do know t hat  weÕr e not  exact l y 
t he same gener at i on. . .  ( ever ybody 
l aughs)  

Ut t er  di sbel i ef  on El i sabet hÕs f ace.  HER FI NGERS TENSE AND 
FREEZE ON THE TURKEY SKI N.

SUE (CONTÕD)
. . . And you have t o admi t  t hat  i t  
was a bi t  ol d f ashi oned -  Jur assi c 
Fi t ness r eal l y -  i t  needed a 
change. . .  

ELI SABETH VI OLENTLY SHOVES HER HAND I NSI DE THE TURKEYÕS 
I NNARDS I N RETALI ATI ON.

ELI SABETH
ÒJur assi c f i t nessÓ. . .
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She pokes ar ound t he t ur keyÕs cavi t y. . .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
I Õl l  f ucki ng show you Jur assi c 
f i t ness.

Pushi ng and pul l i ng,  poki ng and t hr ust i ng,  she f i nal l y pul l s 
out  t he gi bl et s -  SPLOTCH!

SUE
. . . But  my mot her  was a huge f an of  
her s.  Ever y mor ni ng,  r ai n or  shi ne,  
ÒSpar kl e your  l i f eÓ was on TV.

She br eaks a ser i es of  eggs on t he r i m of  a bi g gl ass bowl .  
They l and at  t he bot t om :  al l  of  t hese egg yol ks si de by si de 
as t hough t hey had mul t i pl i ed t hemsel ves. . .  maki ng f or  a 
st r ange r emi ni scence. . .

SUE (CONTÕD)
So i n a way I  gr ew up wi t h her  -  
whet her  I  l i ked i t  or  not !  
( l aught er  f r om t he audi ence)
I  guess t hat Õs why I  can say we 
have some sor t  of  connect i on.

ELI SABETH
ÒSome sor t  of  connect i on?! Ó 

ZZZZZZZZ She gr abs t he el ect r i c beat er  as t hough i t  wer e a 
chai n saw.  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
Wi t hout  ME YOU DONÕT EVEN EXI ST! ! !  

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ El i sabet h savagel y dest r oys t he egg yol ks 
whi ch spl at t er  her  bat hr obe.  

TV HOST
Goodness yes,  and WHAT A CHANGE!  

El i sabet h shut s of f  t he beat er  and cat ches her  br eat h.

TV HOST (CONTÕD)
. . . And now f or  our  f i nal  quest i on,  
t he one we ask each and ever y one 
of  our  guest s. . . Woul d you shar e one 
of  your  l i t t l e beaut y secr et s wi t h 
us? 

Al l  of  a sudden,  El i sabet h dar t s i n a hur r i ed l i mp over  t o 
t he TV,  pl aci ng her sel f  r i ght  i n f r ont  of  i t .

TV HOST (CONTÕD)
One l i t t l e t r i ck of  your s t hat  
hel ps you l ook so i ncr edi bl y 
st unni ng!  I  mean j ust  l ook at  you!
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ELI SABETH FACES THE SCREEN as i f  t he TV Host  was speaki ng 
di r ect l y t o her ,  i n her  di r t y gr ease and egg yol k- st ai ned 
bat hr obe.  On t he t al k show,  Sue pauses bef or e answer i ng hi m:

SUE
Oh. . .  l et  me t hi nk. . .

El i sabet h poi nt s an accusat or y f i nger  t owar ds Sue l i ke a 
pr eacher  i n a t r ance.

ELI SABETH
SAY I T!  

TV HOST
( as an asi de)

We wonÕt  t el l  anyone. . .  ( l aught er  
f r om t he audi ence)

ELI SABETH
SAY I T! !  

( f aci ng t he t v,  openi ng 
her  ar ms i n a wi de 
exagger at ed gest ur e,  
waddl i ng back and f or t h)

Go ahead,  show t hem your  l i t t l e 
secr et !  

We see El i sabet hÕs f ace gr ow i ncr easi ngl y somber  as she 
l i st ens. . .

SUE
I  guess i t Õs t hat  I  j ust  t r y. . .  t o 
be mysel f . . .  t o be si ncer e and 
gr at ef ul  f or  al l  t hat  I  have and t o 
al way-

SPLAT!  AN EGG HAS JUST BEEN THROWN AT THE SCREEN.

SPLAT!  AND NOW A TOMATO!  

THE VI SCOUS YELLOW YOKE AND BLOOD RED PULP DRI P DOWN OVER 
SUEÕS PEARLY WHI TES.

El i sabet h i s l ooki ng at  t he bi l l boar d out si de,  she gr abs a 
newspaper ,  t akes out  a page and BAM!  She sl aps t he paper  on 
t he wi ndow,  r i ght  over  i t s wi de- smi l e of  a mout h.

I NT.  HALLWAY / BATHROOM -  NI GHT166 166

THE LONG DARK HALLWAY at  t he end of  whi ch we see t he 
bat hr oom.  El i sabet h,  wear i ng SueÕs si l k bat hr obe,  paces back 
and f or t h i n f r ont  of  t he mi r r or ,  maki ng f aces and mocki ng 
SueÕs nasal  voi ce and af f ect ed manner i sms.  She si mper s and 
gest ur es i n an i ncr easi ngl y gr ot esque car i cat ur e:
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ELI SABETH
ÒI  j ust  t r y t o be myseeeeel f . . .  t o 
be si nceeeer e and gr aaat ef uuuuul  
f or  al l  t hat  I  haaaaave. . . Ó

Faci ng t he mi r r or ,  poi nt i ng her  cr ooked f i nger s at  her  
r ef l ect i on.  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
YOUÕRE TAKI NG I T FROM ME! !  That Õs 
your  secr et ! !  YOUÕRE TAKI NG I T ALL 
FROM ME! !

SMACK!  She gi ves her sel f  a massi ve sl ap.  

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
STOP I T!

SMACK!  Anot her

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
STOP I T!

She pummel s her  head wi t h her  f i st s,  gr owi ng i ncr easi ngl y 
vi ol ent .

ELI SABETH (CONTÕD)
YOU HAVE TO STOP I T! ! !

CUT TO:

I NT.  SHOWER -  NI GHT167 167

HI SSSSSSSSSSSSS -   El i sabet h i s hunched up i n a f et al  
posi t i on on t he shower  f l oor .  THE STREAM OF WATER I S LI KE A 
MACHI NE GUN pel t i ng her  def or med back.  Her  ver t ebr ae ar e 
i ncr easi ngl y pr omi nent ,  l i ke a di nosaur .  

ELI SABETH
( pl eadi ng,  i n a whi sper ,  

over  and over  agai n)
St op i t  st op i t  st op i t  you have 
t o. . .

CUT TO:

I NT.  LI VI NG ROOM -  DAY168 168

SUE ( O. S. )
( HOWLI NG)

. . . CONTROOOOOL YOURSELF! ! !

SUEÕs har r owi ng howl  whi ch echoes al l  t he way t o t he over -
si zed l i vi ng r oom t hat  we now di scover  i n dayl i ght .
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The pi ct ur e wi ndow has been cover ed wi t h newspaper s t o hi de 
t he bi l l boar d out si de.

So has t he t el evi si on.

Lef t over s and poul t r y car casses ar e ever ywher e,  t he wal l s ar e 
smear ed wi t h gr ease and sauces,  di r t y di shes over f l owi ng i n 
t he si nk. . .  mel t ed cheese on t he f l oor . . .

A savage wr eckage.

We see Sue,  busy,  ner vousl y maki ng her  way t hr ough t he 
di f f er ent  r ooms,  mut t er i ng t o her sel f .

SUE (CONTÕD)
I  canÕt  go back i nsi de her . . .  

I NT.  SECRET ROOM -  DAY169 169

POV FROM I NSI DE THE SECRET ROOM -  SueÕs f eet  goi ng back and 
f or t h,  car r yi ng a var i et y of  cont ai ner s,  gl ass j ar s and empt y 
bot t l es t hat  she gat her s i n t he r oom.   

SUE ( O. S. )
I  j ust  canÕt . . .

She l ooks at  El i sabet hÕs decr epi t  body st r anded on t he f l oor  
i n her  si l k dr essi ng gown.

The del i cat e si l k mat er i al  on t hat  hor r i bl y ol d and 
di sgust i ng l eg. . .

SUE ( O. S. ) (CONTÕD)
SheÕs GROSS. . .

She br ut al l y r i ps t he dr essi ng gown of f  her  -  El i sabet hÕs 
head f al l s back down heavi l y on t he t i l ed f l oor :  THUD!

SUE (CONTÕD)
Fat . . .

Wi t h her  f oot ,  she pushes her  over  ont o her  si de i n or der  t o 
r eveal  t he i nf l amed,  swol l en,  pus- oozi ng punct ur e wound.

SUE (CONTÕD)
Ol d. . .

SHE VI OLENTLY RI PS OFF t he bandage f r om her  back.

SUE (CONTÕD)
Di sgust i ng.

She vi ol ent l y st abs t he needl e i nt o her  back and st ar t s 
dr ai ni ng t he f l ui d. . .

Dr ai ni ng. . .  
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Dr ai ni ng. . .

She f i l l s up t he gl ass j ar s and bot t l es one af t er  t he 
ot her . . .

The camer a pul l s back,  t owar ds t he dar kness as i f  t he secr et  
r oom was get t i ng bi gger ,  damper  and mor e i sol at ed.  

BLACK

A LONG MOMENT OF SI LENCE

Then a sof t ,  damp,  di st or t ed and caver nous noi se t hat  gr ows 
l ouder .

As t hough mar ki ng t he passage of  t i me and decay i n t he dar k 
r oom whi ch seems t o have sunk i nt o obl i vi on. . .

Then a f ai nt  musi c,  sl owl y gr owi ng l ouder . . .

FADE I N ON

A TV COMMERCI AL FOR THE NEW YEARÕS EVE SHOW ( 6 MONTHS LATER)170 170

Fl ashy col or s and l i vel y voi ces:

Tomor r ow 9PM donÕt  mi ss Sue and her  cr ew f or  an unf or get t abl e 
New Year ' s Eve Show! !

CUT TO:

I NT.  NYE FI TTI NG ROOM -  DAY171 171

The camer a pans up A MAGNI FI CENT PRI NCESS DRESS I N TAFFETA,  
chi f f on and r hi nest ones t hat  spar kl es gl or i ousl y.  

Sue i s i n t he f i t t i ng r oom.

Her  hai r  i s di f f er ent ,  t i me has passed.

Her  agent  ( Al an)  i s t her e,  as wel l  as Har vey and t he whol e 
gang of  sui t s.  Ever yone i s bubbl i ng wi t h exci t ement .

The STYLI ST f i ni shes l aci ng t he cor set  up SueÕs back.

STYLI ST
. . . And t her e you go. . . I  j ust  have 
t o t ake i t  i n a bi t  her e and her e,  
ot her wi se we ar e al l  set  f or  
t omor r ow.

SueÕs emot i on i s t angi bl e as she sees her  r ef l ect i on i n t he 
mi r r or .
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