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Housing designed for disabled

“HOUSING, FROM 18 waiting list. At Park Place,
with 34 barrier-free units,
Florida looked at house- the rent is below market
holds in Miami-Dade with rates. For example a one-
the most severe needs — bedroom unit goes for
both economic and physi- $554 a mant
cal. Data showed that in "I feel so independent
Miami-Dade there were here,” said Ever Suarez,
60,065 low-income house- 25, who has spinal muscu-
holds with one disabled lar atrophy and lives in a
person, aged 15 or older two-bedroom with his
and paid more than 50 mother
percent of their income  He can access the
on housing. The recent stove though _his
recession has likely mother does most of the
pushed that mumber cooking. Not only can he
er. roll into the shower, but
“We need specialized the bathroom s 50 big he
housing, but we also need can spin around in his
to better integrate people wheelhair with room to
with disabilities and peo- spare. Before that, he
ple with special needs lived in an efficiency in
Ff The puacal ot Figlaat nod wad vt
* said Bill Aldinger, a shifl ramp to access the
special needs housing apartment.
coordinator af the Florida At the new SCLAD
Housing Finance Corp.  Plaza, the nonprofit will
The state agency helps rent units 1o eligible
fund affordable housing applicants on a first-
projects, including those come, first-served basis.
for peapl will be given
needs, with federal dol- i-
lars, tax credits and loans
with zero or low interest the first six units. They
rate loans. In 2008, the have extra features and
state agency financed are on the second story,
SCLAD Plaza with a $12 which has a back-up ele-
million zero-percent vator.
interest rate loan. Overall,  “We're going (o have a
the building and land cost riot,” half-joked Pedro
about $4 million, Rodri- Rodriguez, noting many
guez said. early calls. “There is a big
‘The nonprofithas also need.
received federal housing  The center will also
dollars through Hialeah boast a roof-top terrace
and Miami-Dade County and a spacious resource
and contributed some of center, which will soon
its own money. house the nonprofit's
From 2006 to 2010, the offices.
state agency has helped  The couple knows
build 95 affordable units about the proble
for people with special dealing with disabilities
needs, including the 18 first-hand. After a severe
units at SCLAD Plaza. car accident in Puerto
In Hialeah, SCLAD's Rico injured Pedro Rodri-
first housing project, Park guez's spine in 1979, the
Place Apartments, opency engineer wanted to
in 1998 design apartments acces-
While most of the orig-  sible for people with spi
inal tenants sti nal cord injuries, "Bath-
there, hundreds are on the rooms were small; doors
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Piano may have

“PIAND, FROM 18 piano was left there after
 music-video shoat.
left it there.* The Herald couldn't
A picture of the piano find Beard to support the
first ran on National Geo- claim, and by early Tues-
graphic’s webs an. day evening National
18. Back then, it had a Geographic hadn't
small bench seat in front responded to questions
of it, pelicans hovering about the picture.
overhead and it was sit. Which only created
ting in a few inches of more questions, such as, if
water a music video was indeed
shot off the shores of
wouldn't

AT HIGH POINT

w the piano, which
could weigh at least 650
pounds, rests alone on the  record?

highest point of a small rhaps. But if so, no
sandbar a few hundred one Tuesday could quite
yards cast of the north figure out what red tape
end of Miami Shores. would have been needed

The National Geogra- for the photo shoot

phic picture, credited toa  Jorge Pino, the spokes.
Suzanne Beard, said the man for the Fiorida Fish &

y? Wouldn't there be a

WEST BANK WEAPONS PLOT

Arms-

“AGUILA, FROM 18 Hamayel had a buyer
interested in purchasing
North Miami Beach, as 300 M-16 rifles for up to
FBI investigators secret h. He said the
taped him. “1 could get a ed in a “big,
hipment like this once a expensive house in Coral
month.” Gables.

The sting operation  To set up the deal,
against Aguila, 24, took Aguila said on tape, he
center stage in Miami fed- would be “happy with
eral court Tuesdsy as $100 on each piece.”
Aguila also discussed
volving buying grenades and
Aguila’s alleged partner, improvised explosive
Abdalaziz Aziz Hamayel, devices for Hamayel's
23, a Palestinian national Palestinian contacts,
who pleaded guilty to a according to the record-

nspiracy charge in ing. He and Perez used
code words such as “bal-
loons” for grenades and
“chairs" for [EDs.

“T'm sure he's going to

mber
That left Aguila stand.
ing trial on a charge of

bite and continue doing

business,” Aguila said

including remote-control referring to Hamayel's

detonstors — overseas.  buyer. “We want him to

A jury verdict may come around once in a
come by week's end. while.

During the May meet-  On the witness stand.
ing. Aguila told the under- Perez explained to the 12
cover officer that jurors that, during the

Disputes investigated. Questions apswered. Problems solved. ACTION LIN

ALLISON DIAZIFOR THE MUAMI HERALD
ACCESSIBLE: A workman installs a sink that can be
reached by people who use a wheelchair

were narrow,' dires
explained. ‘They 00 5 Tove-isd
Because their families married in 1988, though
had known each other in _they still banter about the
Santiago, Cuba, Angie and proposal that she swears
Pedro soon connected in never happened.
South Florida. They  About 13 years ago,
started the nonprofit in Angie Rodriguez began to
1985 to focus on suppart use a wheelchair as well
services, housing and after a severe relapse of
employment. Pedro isthe systemic lupus affected
CEO; Angie is the pro- her spinal cord and her

he grams

Pedro Rodriguez
was disabled in a
car accident. Iis
wife became
disabled afler a
relapse from lupus
affected her spinal
cord.

joints. She said they relate
strongly to what their cli-
ents experience.

Over the years, they
have remodeled their
cream-colored home in
Hialeah just blocks from
their nonprofit's current
office at Palm Center.
They installed a roll-in
shower, removed the
front steps and putina lift
for the pool. They still
cannot access the second
story; they bought the
home before Angic Rodri-
guez had to rely on a
‘wheelchair.

Erederick Marinelli,
the director of Hialeah's
Department of Grants and
‘Human Services, said the
nonprofit has a solid track
record, one reason why
Hialeah has worked with
SCLAD since the 1980s.
The city disteibutes fed:
eral housing dollars to
some of their programs
and has partnered on
their three housing pro-
jects aver the years.

The couple’s dedica-
tion s striking, he said

“In today's day and
age, it's a ‘me’ generation.
They're an ‘our’ genera-
tion,” Marinelli adde

For mare information,
visit www.sclad.org or call
305-887-8838.

been in music video

1t'’s from the Titanie," satd one Herald
comment. Another reader suggested
that Elton John was responsible.

Wildlife Conservation rounded Biscayne Bay's
Commission, referred barrier islands with a pink
calls about the piano to plastic substance that
the county, adding, made them look like
We're not really looking islands encased by tutus.
into jit." However, Christo
Peel, from the county obtained the pro
film office, said “we don't mits, and the pr
y umlllhc water," announced well in
adding, I don't recall this advance.
ever coming up before”  Wherever the piano
came from didn’t matter
CHRISTO to the hundreds, perhaps
It very wel might ave - housands, o people who
mpnudrn: of s rose to the challenge with
one living in Miami in clever quips on the sub-
1983 muh' recall when ject
the artist Christo sur- “It's from the Titanic,”

T per-
was

Yanny Aguita Urbay is charged with
conspiring to possess stolen weaponry
for export to the Palestinian Authority.

negotiations, he empha-  Hamayel  also
sized that the firearms ~expressed interest in buy.
were from New Yorkand _ing cellphone and remote-
that the tramsaction control detonators.
would be illicit because  He pressured the
the weapons were stolen. undercover officer to pro-
But it also was clear vide a sample of the
from Perer’s testimony wespons.
and the recordings that They agreed to meet
dealt more with Ihmaul again the following month
than Aguila. in Hialeah, where Perez
During another meet- would show Hamayel a
ing in May 2009, Hamayel sampling, or “weapons
met with the officer in flash.” Perez arranged to
Perez's pickup truck in have the sample driven
Hialeah. They discussed a over in a second vehicle
purchase of 300 M-16s by another person
with silencers, 200 gre-  involved in the sting oper-
nades and 200 IEDs, ation.
according to the record-  On Tuesday, federal
ing. The total deal would prosecutors played a
cost $380,000, but video showing Hamayel
Hamayel said his buyer inside the vehicle, han-
wanted to pay $120000 dfing two M-16s, one
less than that AK-47, two grenades,

said one Herald comment.

And this from another,
recalling the rock band
REO Speedwagon’s sev-
cnth album: “You can
tee &P, you '
tuna fish

Perhaps, said one wag,
Elton John put it there.

Which garnered this
response from another
Herald reader: “Gives a
new meaning to Madman
Across the Waters.”

1t's actually, Madman
Across the Water, the
fourth album ever relesed
by Sir Elton John, in 1971,
and the title song to the
album.

Miami Herald staff
writer Curtis Morgan con-
tributed to this report.

smuggling trial puts spotlight on sting

three silencers and two
remote detonators.

Hamayel told Perez
that he was interested in
buying the cache for his

ple “over there"

referring to the Palestin-
ian Authority, which gov-
erns parts of the West
Bank

After the video was
shown, federal prosecutor
Karen Gilbert displayed
the weapons for the
jurors.

On the day after the
irespods flidh.”

he wated 8 photu af the
sample 50 be could pro-
vide proof to his buyer.
Perez gave him the photo
at a Burger King — but
then lost touch with him.
More than a year
passed before Perez and
federal agents located
Hamayel. In late August,
Hamayel left Jordan 1ur
Chicago and then Miami
‘where he arrests
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