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FRESHMAN, From 1A

That quote is a reminder that
Weldon, after all, is part of a
screaming message voters sent this
year by giving Republicans an
uveﬂlnelmm;mlndl

He beat a bel!crvkm'n clmﬂ-
date, conservative Democs
Hmuey the rurmn Tead of the

r of
P
He I an unsbasted spporer of
New! Gingrich, RCa,
s o 6k | help-
ing engincer e he Republican and-
slide.

Weldon even signed Gingrich's
Cumrm I Bintiek oo intat
ist
lcunn e fesems o the Bouse
figor for & vole.

‘They include a balanced budget
amendment m limits. In
wim, Gingrich, the next Speaker of
I:I“ , stumped for Weidon in

i mnu he is bold and innov-

tide,” Weldon said. “When anybody
who is bold and innovaiive makes a
speech, it's easy 10 cul oul an eight-
sound bite and make them
sound like a radical
Still, it surprised Weidon that
Glngrich seized on one of the most
emotional issues in his contract as a
priority. Shortly afier Election Day,
Gl h promised school prayer
byJuly 4.
Weldon believes in allowing
valur school prayer; Just
19t sure he would have made that a
priority.

1t could waste political opportu-
nity, much in the way some think
Clinion erred by allowing homosex
uals in the military as his first task.
Weldon's attiude might show
more political savvy from the 41-
yearold freshman than political
observers normally would give a
‘man with no previous experience.
Oulgoing US. Rep. Jim Bacchus,
bumm Island, says Weldon will
have to keep his ideology in check
on Clpilnl Hill, but \nnlhs be is
capable of that.
“The Republicans may have a
majority for now, it e e o
e House of

hink Democra
lnd Repnhlicln! lllhe hlV! m learn
more bi-partisanship,” Bac-
cRws, who does not know- Weldon
persanally.

“A con an always has an
advantage if he's able (0 work with
q different kinds of people and

the central economic
lluea most significant to his con-
stituents.”
Despite the ribbing and a bil of
cdckiness on the part of Republi-
cans nationwide, Weldon says he is
ready and willing (0 work with the
Democrats.
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Freshman congressman set to make splash

Faith and politics

That does nol mean, however,
he’s willing to compromise his
‘much of his politics are

idon. grew up Catholic on
Long Island, N.Y., the only boy in
family of four. His mother was a
public school foreign languages.
teacher, his father a postal worker

Through his education and his
travels in the US. Army for six
years, Weldon began lo explore
other faiths

He and his wite, now
the non-denominational Zion Chris
tian Church in Palm Bay, sampled

several different religions.

They attended a Catholic church
during Weldon's residency in San
Francisco and a Prolestant congre-
gation during his time in Fort
Stewart, Ga.

Slowly they found themselves
preferring a  non-denominational
church where membership is predi-
cated upon matural similarites in
faith rather than a label

“The denomination thing is mot
that big a deal; we're just Chris-
tians,” said Nancy Weldon, who
grew up in a family that had &

philosophy.

Weldon moved to Brevard Coun-
tyin IBW

He b!clme active in the
proiite movement here

He was “uncomfortable” protest-
ing outside of the Aware Woman
Center for Choice in Melbourne on
the one occasion he tried.

S0 in 1990 Weldon helped found
the Space Coast Family anm an

group that suppo
o oppose abortion and
support family values

Dana Garizke, & former Harris
Corp. engineer who now is Weldon's

aide in Washington, D.C., and
Ray Unterburger co-founded the
Eroup with him.

Unterburgers involvement In
the group became troublesome
whea he begln canﬂlng an arrest
record for jllegal activities during
abortion clinic protests, including
one for adding to the delinguency of
aminor.

rburger increasingly was
involved in more radical organiza-
tions and left the Family Forum.
he group currently is inactive,
but likely will reorganize under
different’ leader before the 1996
elections, Weldon said

Munsey tried io make aboriion a
major issue in the general election.

‘She called Weldon an extremist
for his abortion stance and used
phrases suc adical right to
ﬂucnl:e his political philosophy.

ssey declined lo comment on
WEldnn for this arti

his_pari, Weldon down-
plnym the abortion issue.

He characterized the
difference of opinion, in as smele a

manner as people would disagree
about how (o reform health care or
whether or not 10 pass
agreement.

That was the sirategy adopted
nationwide by the Republican Par-
ty this year, People who know him
say that's Weldon's style, anyway.

Weldon's style

“He’s quietly efficient,” said Dr.
Tim Poirier of Melbourne Internal
Medicine Associates, who works
classlywandna

Both are doctors of internal

medicine, and they take care of
e ol ks e e
ot of tow,

POH’!!I' Il & registered Demo-
trll ﬂ‘nlldﬂun:mzm nnymnl

e Dot he voted T Weldon und
e

I strong in his commit-
ment, bul Ile’! IIOV!I' tried to force
his_bel anyone else.” said
Folrier. 51, “He's never pusbod bis
abortion_ stance
preached o anything ke O

Poirier_describes Weldon as a
hard worker and seconds Nancy
Weldon's bellel that helping peopic
is Weldon's top motivation.

“To be honest, when he told me
he W going 10 Fun, [ 4 ink
he had a prayer,” Poiries

“He's not a nmq:ue Cmﬂll!ll!,
and he must have gotten that point
across (0 more than half the vol-
ers”

His issues

While some conservatives are
criticized for being punitive, Wek-
don's friends and family say his
philosophy is based in com

That helps explain Weldon's
penchant for quoting sources as
varied as John F. Kennedy and
clng ich.

Voltz, a registered nurse

md wamn«s campaign manager,
tells of a time in March of 1996
when Weldon pald ber  surnrise
visit

Her son, Norman, 19, had Just
diedof cystic fibrosis.
eldon, aware of the financial
and emotional strain caused by
such a loss, handed Voltz an enve-
lope full of money.
“He said, "You guys just need to
£t awey for & whlle/* Vol

" Weltons: political platiorm 15
based on the kind of support he
practices, from charity work 1o
activism to helping neighbors in a
crisis.

Prior to his bid for office, Wel-
don said, his primary service work
WS done with his chureh.

For example, he wants to reform
the welfare system because the
current system is & “trap,” prrt g

reform would include some
government benefis, but also

would call on more support from
neighbors and family.

Poirier said. “He thinks if we're
going 1o nxgmm ms, unless we get
economic and family conditions
R e not going 10 do anyth
ing.

Contrasts

So, Weldon is & “conservative
Republican docior” — three words
that mean be's a dull, Rarroly

is making & mistake,
She said Weldon has a broad
of interests, from music to
art. Weldon plays the guitar in a
church group and played the flute

‘when he was younger.
“That's one of the things | really
liked about him. A lot of people who
sn cimiineap adot dol st

On a trip to Paris, Nancy was
amazed at how much her husband
lpprmnbedbe
spent hours in the Louvre
mnng the Mana Lisa and every-
thing else there was (0 be seen.
“He's the kind of person that, if
you went on a vacation, he would
wanl {0 g0 to museums,”
said. “A ot of peopie just do it
bechuse f meibing g iare
supposed (0
ocused on

poltics In recent | ym;, ncluding
his regular fix of the National
Review.
Some selections on his bookshelf
nmlude wnﬂu uy retired US. Army
n Schwarzkopf,
Wln!tm\ Churchlll and J'vhn Locke.
In his car you might find taped
versions of The Wealth NNIUDH:
by Adam Smith or The Communist
Manifestoby Karl Marx.

In other words, Weldon's interest
in politics was nol borne of his
abortion beliefs, he

Before dxldlm on medical
school, Weidon had considered law
school and a career in politics. He
even thought about music as &
profession.

Now he wanis (0 be what he calls
a"citizen legislator.”

“If I have a career in politics, [
want it to be punctuated by periods
in which I go back (o my medical
practice,” Weld said.

While a congressman, he will see
patients in his Melbourne office
once amonth, for several reasons.

It will help him maintain his

medical skills and his license, as
well as provide some additional
income.

Most of all, he says, it's because
he enjoys it (00 much o give it up
completely

on m Washington
't say how long he

wilhen pnuuu He has pledgeatn
be a representaive for no more

mmpiulmn

Weldon already has found
rental home for his family in
Alexandria, Va. Shortly after
Christmas, they will tow a U-Haul
trailer full of furniture up the East

L
Hardly & glamorous part of the
job.
s already enrolled his adop-
tive daughter, Catie, 8, in school.
Now it's time to report o Con-
ress,

Weldon knows the first year of
the Republican Revolution is crit-
ical.

He won't say the change has
really ahen et thoogh, il te
Republicans maintain coatrol for
four years or more and make their
mark on the cour

'Vhtn[yxlnlnl race n May, |
thought | was going to win. But I
bad no idea h

ow
changes made by voters would be;’
said Weldon, noting the
‘responsibility of being in the ruling
party.

My vison wes o g0 o Wesking:
ton and baitle )

majorty for =g nud o e 3
district” he said. “As a member of |
{be miaorky party, 1 could Liwars

say the Democrats preven
from doing it

“Now I think we're gmng to :e .

Judged very closely by the
can voters — and | lll!nl( that's |
g00d,” he said. |
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Seeing Is Believing...

“_injusta yearanda half, Nissan | *The hot-seling front-crive family | “The busic appeal here seemsto 3
has sold IZ\S(!X]AImms.Mmhxs sufm this 1 50-horsepower four | be one the oldest - and most -
about 20% i well asmany sixes” | productive - on record. A good- ¥
mm!:dmmlm — Maotor Trend looking car with lots of features .
= Driver e 4 for a rasonable price. Fit -and
qumkmmnfuﬁy,ﬂe & : :

— R | il cmevie
among CD's Best by virtue of its umﬁmucmnmmﬁrm ok M
new dual Asa firom
compact sedan, the Altima provides mmmduhunsomw Altima “provides a stylish exterior,
a stylishexterior, satisfying interior | DOHC inline-four, isfying inferi i
ergonomics and sprightly dnlanhgmdawdcrmg:of sprightly acceleration,” and is “an

X fora 1 50-horsepoy extremely pleasan car for the
24-iter engine... Overall, the -Motor Trend

Rear Window Defroster, Remote Trunk &
Fuel Door Release.

Choose From 8At This Price.

SUTHERLIN

OLDSMOBILE CADILLAC NISSAN ISUZU
Cswy'Merrmlsland 453-2050 * Service: 459-0080
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