
 
 
 
 

 
October 16, 2024 

 
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas  
Secretary  
United States Department of Homeland Security  
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dear Secretary Mayorkas, 

We write to you with grave concerns about your ability to handle the impending influx of illegal 
border crossings at the United States-Canadian border. Your tenure as Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security has seen the deaths of innocent Americans, the abandonment 
of migrant children, and the expansion of transitional criminal organizations.12  

As you know, Canada has pursued policies that have led to a dramatic increase in immigration. 
This has been the Canadian government’s response to plummeting birth rates and skilled labor 
shortages.34 The spike in immigration has been widely unpopular in Canada and has exacerbated 
the housing crisis plaguing their economy.56 Now, to reverse their current trends in immigration, 
the Canadian government is rethinking its approach to this issue.  

Recently, Canadian Immigration Minister Marc Miller announced that Canada will be reducing 
the number of its temporary residents, resulting in fewer overall visas for non-permanent 
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residents.7 Consequently, many immigrants with temporary status in Canada will not have their 
visas renewed.8 With their visas expiring, migrants in Canada will face two options: return to 
their nation of origin or remain in Canada illegally.  

Currently, Canada has roughly 3 million non-permanent residents.9 Additionally, roughly 70,000 
international students in Canada face deportation in the next year alone.10 If Canada does not 
execute a plan to combat this influx of illegal residents, we can likely expect these individuals to 
target our porous northern border.  

Your lack of leadership has already compromised our northern border to the manufactured 
migrant crisis. Traffickers are openly advertising their services to illegally smuggle individuals 
into the United States on social media.11 Additionally, Canadian smugglers are taking advantage 
of their own government’s inability to interdict their operations.12 This has resulted in record 
numbers of illegal crossings and encounters along the northern border.13  

The current flow of illegal immigration is already overwhelming our northern ports of entry. 
They are understaffed and under-resourced, leaving our northern border communities 
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vulnerable.14 Now, with this crisis on the horizon that will overburden our ports of entry even 
further, our national security is more vulnerable than ever before.  

Given the threat to our national security and the Canadian government’s unpredictable response 
to this situation, this issue demands your department’s immediate attention. We demand answers 
to the following questions by November 1st, 2024: 

1. How much operational control does the Department of Homeland Security have over the 
northern border?  

2. What steps are you taking to ensure our northern ports of entry are properly staffed?  
3. In what ways are you working with the Canadian Border Services Agency and 

Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada to combat illegal crossings and 
smuggling along our northern border?  

4. What plans do you have in place to combat the concerns of mass migration by illegal 
immigrants with expired Canadian visas described above?  

5. How is the Department of Homeland Security working to counter the use of social media 
for smuggling and trafficking operations along the northern border?  

6. The United States and Canada recently announced the expansion of the Safe Third 
Country Agreement. Given this announcement, will the Department of Homeland 
Security be turning back Canadian migrants seeking asylum claims in the United States at 
official and unofficial ports of entry?  

Please send your response to Nicky Hazelbaker at nicky.hazelbaker@mail.house.gov.  

Sincerely,  

 

 
 
Pete Stauber 
Member of Congress 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Zinke 
Member of Congress 

 
 
Ben Cline 
Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 
 

Chris Smith  
Member of Congress 
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Jack Bergman  
Member of Congress 

 
Jeff Van Drew  
Member of Congress 
 

 
 

 
 
Mike Kelly  
Member of Congress 

 

 


