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Cctuber 13, 2024

Yoav Gallant
Minister of Defenge

State of Israe]

Ron Dermer
Minlstor of Strategic Affairs
State of i1graai

Dear Ministars:

Secretary Blinken’s April 19 latter to fidinistor Gallaat noted that « iy dordance
with U.S. law angd policy, including Nat:anal Security Memorandum 20 {NSM-20) -
the Departments of State and Defensc must cantinually asspss your government’s
adherence to your March. 2024 Assurances that Israel would “facilitate and noy -
arbltrarity deny, restrict, or otherwisy impede, directly or indirectly, the transpurt

supported international efforts 1a provide himanitarian.assistance™ to and within
Gaza, The Departiment of State will 1eed 1o conduct a similar assessment under
section 620] of the Farelgn Assistance Actin order to pravide additiona) Foreign
Military Financing assistance 10 Israel We are now veriting to underseore the U.S.
government's deep concern aver the deter!orating humanltarian skuation in
Gaza, and seek LrRent and sustainea actions by yaur Bovarnment this month (o
reverse this trajectory.

dire. Desplte the July.transition from combat operatians ta.Special
Counterterrorism Onerations in the tinza Strip, multiple evacuatian orders have
forced 1.7 million peaple inta 8 narcuw coastal rope from Muwasi to Deir al Baluh,

Including perishable Boods funded by the United States, are delayed at Crossing
platforms. We are particularly concerned that recent actions by the Israel
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Eovernment - Including halting commercial imports, denying or impeding nearly
90 percent of humanitarian movements between horthern and southern Gaza in
September, cantinuing burdensome and excessive dualysa restrictions, and
inst-irutrng new vetting and enerous lia bitity and customs requirements for
humanitarian staff aond shipments — together with increased lawlessness and
looting - are contributing to an accelerated detericration In the tonditions in

Gaza,

Since Israel's assurances in March and the April letter - which produced
important improuements inthe provision of bumanitarian assistance - the

past year.

Conversely, Israe) feceatly demonstrated with the successful campaign to
administer polio vaccines to mare than 560,000 children in Gaza what is possible
and necessary to ensure civilians in Gaza receive the assistance thay they raquire
and that Israel myst facllitate,

To reverse the downward humanitarian trajectory and consistent with its
assurances to us, Israel must, starting naw and within 30 days, act on the
following concrate measures, Failure to demonstrate a sustained commitment to
implementing and maintaining thess Measures may have Implications for U5,
policy under NSM-20 and relevant U.S, law.

1. Ahead of winter, surge all forms of humanitarian assistance throughout Gaza

by:
* Enabling a minimum of 350 trbcks per day to enter Gaza through.upholding

* Enhancing security for fixed humanitarian sites and movements.
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* Rescinding evacuation orders when thereis no operational need,

* Facilitating rapid implementatian of the World Fooq Program winter and
logistics plan to repalr roads, install warehousing, and expand platiorms
and staging areas.

with humanitarian tonvoys at checkpoings and assign division.lavel llaison
- officers fram Southern Command to the Joint Coordination Board,
* Removing restrictions on the use of containgr and closed trucks ang
Increasing the aumber of vetted drivers to 400.
* Removing an agreed list of essentia| itermns frem the dual-use restricted fisr.
* Provide expedited tlearance Processing at the Port of Ashdod for Gaza-
bound humanitarian assistance,

2. Ensure that the commerelal and Jordan Armed Forees [AF) corridors are
functioning at fujl ang continuous capacity by:
¢ Waiving customs requitements an the JAF corridor yntil such time as the
UN Is able to implement jts own process,
* Allowlng the JAF to enter the Gara Strip throuph the northern crossings,
and others as agreed.
® Relnstating a minimum af 50-104g Commerdial trucks per day.
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alt possible steps, whethe: With Iawrakers gr 4sIng the autharmes Jf the Prime
Minister’s Office, to ensure this does et coma te pass We also urge you to
provide UNRWA with additional infor -+ 3300 regaraing these 3lleganions, just ay
we continue to urge UNRWA o engy,r.. » has a process in place 10 implement
reforms to ensure confidence in the ru-u:réhty of UNRWA’s persarninel.

The Aprit tatrar underscored it is critiat for Israel ta continue to demaonstrate its
strang commitment to meeting its internationat law obligations related to the
conduct of Bperations against Hamas inciuding by Mowing International
Committes of the Red Cress |ICRE) ac, ess ta individuals dnia'med i ronnéction
with this conflict ang reinvigorating deiingue with the ICRC immegiatefy. Reparty .
of abuses 38aiNst detainees have anly Yurther elovaleg the importan.:_u uf lsrael
doing so, urgently.

Lastly, it is vi:aif'v impartant that qur guveinments establish § new channel

through which we can raise and discu- s civilian harm incidents Ouyr Engagements
to date have not preduced the neCess:1:y putcomes. We ask that the injtjai virtual
meeting of this channel be held by 1h- end of Octaber

We again ask for YOur urgent interveniion and leadership 1o address this
situation,

Seneraly :
‘; ' 4 .l’;"l ) }lj ) |

Antony |, B[in&én Lioyd 1. Austin
Secretary of State Secretary of Detensg
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Antony J, ﬂi!ngn;n Llayd 1. Adstin
Secretary of S1ate Secretary of Belenge
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