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SPORTSSPORTS
Saints headed to promised land

DAVID OXFORD/The Associated Press

Siena’s Tommy Mitchell celebrates the team’s 92-77 victory over Niagara in the MAAC
championship game on Monday night. The Saints, the seventh seed in the conference
tournament, received an automatic bid into the NCAA tournament. See roundup of
conference championship games on Page 28.

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — For 30 minutes, Dan
Dickau looked all too average and the auto-
matic NCAA berth that Gonzaga has grown
used to was slipping away.

Then Dickau hit a three-pointer. And an-
other. Then two more in a bang-bang se-
quence. He hit from the corner, from the
wing, from way beyond the top of the key.

With the seeming ease of flipping a
switch, the star
point guard took
over the West
Coast Conference
tournament cham-
pionship game,
leading the No. 6
Zags to a thrilling
96-90 victory over
Pepperdine on
Monday and prim-
ing them for what
could be another
wild NCAA run.

Gonzaga and its
opponents have
seen Dickau take
control of games
countless times.
This one was mem-
orable, off the
scale even by Dick-
au’s standards.

“I’m not sur-
prised, but we all
should be,” coach
Mark Few admit-
ted after Gonzaga
(29-3) broke the
school record for victories in a season and
tied another school mark with its 14th
straight win.

“You’re not supposed to do some of the
things he does,” Few said. “I think he’s
magical down the stretch.”

Dickau scored 19 of his 29 points during
a 32-10 run that spanned 7½ minutes and
took the Zags from a 63-56 deficit to an

88-73 lead with 4:18 left.
Until the outburst, he shot poorly and

had just six points. He had only two at half-
time.

“I wasn’t hitting too many shots early in
the game and I didn’t have my rhythm,”
said Dickau, the conference player of the
year and tournament MVP. “It was a thing
where I knew I had to hit one shot and
bang, the basket’s going to start looking big-
ger.”

Dickau hit his
first three with
9:25 left to tie the
game at 65. He
made another 2½
minutes later, then
made two in a six-
second span sand-
wiched around a
Pepperdine turn-
over. On the last
one, he was fouled
and converted the
four-point play for
an 83-72 lead with
5:21 left.

“If we lost, I
didn’t want things
to be where, hey, I
didn’t play my
best,” Dickau said.
“I figured I need-
ed to get more as-
sertive, more ag-
gressive and push
the action.”

Forward Zach
Gourde said he
would have been
surprised only if

Dickau hadn’t turned it on.
“It’s almost scary because most of the

guys just stand around and watch in amaze-
ment,” Gourde said.

The Waves felt almost helpless.
“We had them under control,” said Pep-

perdine forward Jimmy Miggins, who
shoved Dickau out of frustration in the
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Dickau rallies No. 6 Gonzaga
past Pepperdine for WCC title

LENNY IGNELZI/The Associated Press

Gonzaga’s Dan Dickau (left), driving against
Pepperdine’s Devin Montgomery, scored 27
second-half points to lead a 32-10 run that
buried the Waves in the West Coast Conference
title game on Monday.
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Remains of 7 killed
in Afghan battle land

at U.S. base in Germany
as fighting continues
near enemy hide-outs
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The Navy eases stop loss by 57
percent, reducing the number of
affected troops to 4,036. Page 5

An Army veteran who claimed he
witnessed the 1950 No Gun Ri
attack pleads guilty to defrauding
the government. Page 8

Judge: Army
promotion policy
is discriminatory
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Military

ANDY DUNAWAY/Stars and Stripes

Army Pvt. Jason Rivas, a bridge crewmember on a bridge-erection boat, keeps in position the bays, which form the bridge, at the Army
Training Evaluation Program on Saturday in South Korea. About 5,000 soldiers participated in the maneuvers. See story on Page 6
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Keeping the bridge at bay
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