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MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION

Sum: Progress Report
I have prepared this report for your review and considerationDror to the nok mevting of he Commiebion,. Tale report. summesssesEen mori enLl Tl a Ss

16, 1963, regarding (1) staff end administration; and (2) the substancePE Smeaton woes .
1. Start ant Amintstrasion

ti goness oF asterting Yin Hiv wien Aeghons of iy Comiagion :EE Era a Eea aoeespickRigo Moyg Eng aoLgRog]Haga te tye Tap he ByA Vira Tavyory ie. Jorcah Ar BALE of Tot guint, Bea agrees ro sir theSHAE. Trove tives, Soeuess Bove. S11. beget 1s Socks Yess serie$5%ick as members of she Comtveton Svar: One sdREionss, sven:Villian 3. Coleman Jur of Putiadehohiny hao sgtocd te seston tas’ Comiosion053 ¥iL1 report IRLUIRLLY nert veoh. Eloprephiees. ingommmeien resumting
these lawyers is attached as Appendix A.

Efforts have also been made to select approximately six junior staff i
members. Mr. Rankin has reviewed all the applications for employment
received by him and the members of the Commission over the past few
weeks, and has initiated efforts to develop applications of otherHizhsy ALLTIen younger seayers Foon sil poss of ihe uniica Bates. -
In view of the nature and importance of the Commission's work, everyairs vos, ann Ete fo haa vin. 200% MAT. RA Taste Lares :
approximately five to ten years out of law school. At this time the
following men have been selected: David W. Belin, Des Moines, Iowa; *
Burt W. Griffin, Cleveland, Ohio; W. David Slawson, Denver, Colorado;Hien Spates, illeteiphie, Pomsyiveste; om Samick a Stores
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Washington, D. C. Biographical sketches are included in Appendix B.I on hopeful that all applicants selected for junior staff pocitionsWill report for duty next week, or in any event, by January 20,

In addition to legal personnel, we have given some thought to .Specialized services which may be of assistance to the Commisoion.Dx. Winfred Overholser, recently retired as Superintendent of SaintElizabeta's Hospital, is available to advise the Commission and sieteon peychistric and related issues which are developed in the couse of .the Commission's vork. We have consulted vith the State DepavimensFearding an sble Russian specialist, in or out of Government, who Kaygupply a special expertise on questions relating to Marina Oswald orLec Harvey Ocvald's experiences in the USSR. In addition we are gytaining mazes of historians who may be availible to consult pariodicallyAth the Comission or staff, and to assist in the drafting of thereport. .
Satisfactory arrangements have been made during the past fewweeks for the securing of experienced non-legal aseistants and tneSquizping of the Comission's office. Other government sgencies, suchas the Department of Defense, ave loaning the Commission secretamissPersonnel to staff the lawyers who will be working for the Commission.Seytdag up of the files to be maintained by the Comission 1s currentlyBeing accomplished under the direct supervision of experienced pereacrslSupplied by Archives. Physical alterations of the offices in the VEYDullding and other aduinistrative matters, such as securing of thenecessary equipnent and facilities, have been managed with the assistanceof the GSA staff.

2. Swstence of Commission's ork $SubstanceofCommission'sWork
As we decided at the last meeting, 1t is necessary for the Comemission to obtain all material currently in the possession of government agencies relevant to the assassination of President Kennedy. mohis end, ve have written to the ten major Executive Departments,fifteen commissions or agencies, and four Congressional committess,Solleiting such information. With regard to the major departments oad -investigative agencies, I have requested that, where not already dono, 3aa official be designated to serve as liaison vith the Commission.In sddition, I have requested each of these departments or agencies tomake the necessary arrangements to ensure that all relevant informationitiloh subsequently comes to their attention is made available to LheCommission as Goon as possible. Mr. Renkin has been exploring theseLiaison problens in further detail vith the representatives of thevarious investigative agencies during the past two weeks.
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Since the last meeting of the Comission, we have received coples
of the Secret Service report dated December 18, 1963 and the investi-
gative materials fron the Federal Bureau of Investigation requested by
“he Commission. Two copies of all such materials have been Supplied bythe FBI. In order to keep you currently advised as to the materials .
available in the Comission’s office, I am enclosing Xerox copies of the
synopses and table of contents (where supplied) of the four major FBI
reports waich document the summary report, and the 63 other reports
reflecting the total investigation conducted by the Bureau. Because of
their importance, I an also enclosing copies of various other materials,including the autopsy of President Kennedy, in the accompanying folder.
Subject to your further wishes, I shall request Mr. Rankin to supply you
with similar swmaries, where possible, of any other investigative
materials received in the future from the FBI or other sources.
Additional materials are due shortly from the Secret Service which will
reflect the investigation that agency conducted of the assassination
Zor some ten days after November 22 until the FBI assumed Sole Tesponsi-
bility. Material from CIA will be obtained next week.

0n January 8 we received the first set of reports from the
Attomey General of Texas. These include the following:

Three bound folders entitled:
(2) Investigation of Operation Security Involving the

Transfer of Lee Harvey Osvald November 2h, 1963.
3 Investigation of Assassination of the President.
3) Investigations Not Directly Connected with the

Jack Ruby Case.

One File Folder holding manila folders containing the following:
(3) Zewwex trom astomey segunda property of Lee Harvey Oosald.
2) Edwin A. Walker file. a
3) President's landing at Love Field.
1) Persons assigned to handle security for President's visit,
5) Trade Mart floor plens. »§) Coxonotoctead Reports. :
7) Some thirty-five (35) Pictures of the Texas School Book

Depository Building.
o A folder entitled Kennedy's Shooting.
9) J. D. Tippit (photograph of area of Shooting end location

of Oswald's arrest). 3
10) Les Harvey Osvald (basement photographs).
11) Reconstruction photographs.
12) Evidence.
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