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Please see link to requested files. Access to these files will expire in 7 days.
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Election Integrity Follow-up/invitation
Date: Monday, September 25, 2023 4:22:28 PM
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Good afternoon, Judge Hill,

I wanted to reach out and ask for a meeting with you and Debbie Lindstrom for next week to

discuss any progress or update that has been made concerning the August 28th Election
Integrity agenda item.  I know you made a motion to look into another location for the
election's office, a motion was made to remove the IDRAC8, and you agreed to advocate for
sequentially numbered ballots among other items agreed upon.

I also would like to see if you had read our answers to the election office's response and if you
had any feedback to offer?   It is important to us and the Citizens that communication on this

topic continue and like you mentioned in a previous email this was 2nd in importance to Public
Safety, so we know it is important to you as well.

On another note, we would like for you to join us in celebrating our 1- year anniversary being
established in Collin County.  We will be kicking off our "Ignite The Church" series and will
have a prayer and worship time at the Bella Donna Chapel.  I will provide the link below for
your convenience or just let me know if you would like to join us.

https://cdf-collin-county.ticketleap.com/ignite-the-church-series/

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas

IGNITE THE CHURCH SERIES
IGNITE THE CHURCH SERIES Please join Collin
County Citizens Defending Freedom as we kick
off our Ignite The Church Series.  We will be
praying for our County, our Nation, the
upcoming elections, for Parental values in
schools, and Freedom.  We will invite leaders in
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:59:50 AM
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Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F127.0.0.1%3A16992%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdlindstrom%40ccdfusa.com%7Cea8dc15ed6334914a73d08dbd0d2a23d%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638333375319877458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8CBSw8P5RvXl45Odq6Fxy4nUSzofQ1Kp6Xvb4PKwV9Q%3D&reserved=0
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ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:59:50 AM
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Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F127.0.0.1%3A16992%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdlindstrom%40ccdfusa.com%7Cea8dc15ed6334914a73d08dbd0d2a23d%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638333375319877458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8CBSw8P5RvXl45Odq6Fxy4nUSzofQ1Kp6Xvb4PKwV9Q%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F127.0.0.1%3A16992%2Fstart.html&data=05%7C01%7Cdlindstrom%40ccdfusa.com%7Cea8dc15ed6334914a73d08dbd0d2a23d%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638333375319877458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=85zuu%2F3s1MMSjdIqHUaG%2BgfWrfZga%2BnadU6T2kW2zG8%3D&reserved=0





ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
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Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 
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ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:59:50 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png
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Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000006

HCITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

ERSIGHT 

mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CDWILLIAMS
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SUSAN FLETCHER825
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DJWEBB
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=F685C045B5864C1085493995A5FE5AA4-DARRELL HALE
mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!ieZwwSgcqJqHvRyQfCyNoOeCVpjHqnE57nwWh9jRCfdtFT6LxffFhTVAqCgicGSDxEYwkI6APJfDKf8DWu6fvnA7vw$




Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 
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ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:59:25 AM
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Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F127.0.0.1%3A16992%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdlindstrom%40ccdfusa.com%7Cea8dc15ed6334914a73d08dbd0d2a23d%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638333375319877458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8CBSw8P5RvXl45Odq6Fxy4nUSzofQ1Kp6Xvb4PKwV9Q%3D&reserved=0
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ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting
Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03:58 PM
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Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I
can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on
Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me
know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Election Meeting
Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:05:37 PM
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Forgot to include Debbie on this correspondence.  
Tara

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Election Meeting
 
Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I
can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on
Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me
know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Chris Hill
To: dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com; mikegrilz@gmail.com; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; avisn@yahoo.com;

markbrugge@gmail.com; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; tschulte@ccdfusa.com
Subject: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 4:50:02 PM
Attachments: 20210728 Getting the Facts Straight about Modems and Texas.pdf

20230909 Accurately counting paper ballots next to impossible (thefacts.com).pdf
prohibition from opening retented ballot boxes.pdf
Prohibition of governing body ordering recounts.pdf

Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your
candor, and your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,
Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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https://thefacts.com/opinion/commentary-accurately-counting-paper-ballots-next-to-impossible/article_22aaa502-28e6-518e-835e-9ed709c98b94.html


COMMENTARY: Accurately counting paper ballots next to impossible
Barry C. Burden University of Wisconsin-Madison
Sep 9, 2023


Among people, mostly Republicans, who remain the most suspicious of the 2020 presidential election
results, there’s something of a movement to return to the days when election ballots in the United States
were counted by hand. One 67,000-person county in Georgia recently required a hand count of all
ballots, for instance. But they, and others seeking similar changes around the country, are likely to find
themselves disappointed — either by failure to mandate hand-counting or by how election results are
handled if they succeed.


Requiring hand-counting of all ballots would take elections back many decades to practices that were
common in the mid-1800s. In that era, political parties produced a variety of paper “tickets” that were
counted at polling places on election night. When states started taking responsibility for producing
ballots in the late 19th century, automated machines began to be used for both casting and tabulating
votes.


In a 1930s review of voting processes, political scientist Joseph Harris concluded that “[p]robably no
part of election administration is conducted so poorly as the count of ballots.” Several of the
improvements he suggested were in fact adopted after World War II, helped along by new technologies
that were faster, more consistent and less prone to error — like optical scanning systems. Today, the
overwhelmingly dominant technology uses paper marked ballots that are tabulated by scanner
machines.


It is easy to see why a hand-count system seems appealing to many people today. Having ballots
scrutinized in person by representatives from the parties provides obvious transparency and
accountability. The true result of the infamous 2000 Bush-Gore contest in Florida remains in doubt, in
part, because a hand recount of this kind was not ultimately conducted. States such as Georgia and
Wisconsin have undergone hand recounts of the votes cast in their presidential elections. And other
democracies such as France hand-count ballots. In short, it seems possible.


But as a scholar of elections, I know that despite the intuitive appeal of people physically counting
pieces of paper, there are two good reasons to avoid hand-counting ballots: speed and accuracy.


Hand counting is slower


It takes a long time to count ballots by hand. Counters must pause for regular breaks to stay rested and
sharp. Counting must periodically stop to resolve challenges and questions from observers. It is
painstaking work. But, in part thanks to mechanical and technological counting systems, Americans
have come to expect election results to be available very quickly, even just a few hours after the polls
close.


Most U.S. election ballots are long and would require counting of many contests, from president down to
county commissioner and probate judge. In other countries where hand counting is used, there is
typically just one race on the ballot. But in many parts of the U.S., it is common for there to be a dozen
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contests or many more during each election — and on a single piece of paper. Sometimes a ballot paper
has two columns for voting, with candidates or ballot questions on both the front and the back of the
ballot page.


In recent high-profile recounts, usually only one office is being recounted, so the rest of the ballot is
ignored. When Georgia officials recounted the 2020 presidential race, it required thousands of ballot
counters working long shifts that spanned multiple days for just that one contest. Even with such a
dedicated effort, the hand count took almost a week to complete — and cost the state millions of
dollars.


A hand count of more than one contest multiplies the amount of time needed to produce a preliminary
election result. It might seem like having 10 races on the ballot would take about 10 times as long as
counting a single contest. However, it is likely to take much longer than that.


This is because ballots are printed for very small groups of voters, and include only the specific
legislative and municipal districts in which they live. Recounting a single statewide election is one thing,
but hand-counting the entire ballot actually requires a different, more cumbersome procedure because
hundreds or thousands of combinations of other contests need to be broken out. If only a presidential
race is being counted, workers can use a simpler “stack and count” procedure to make piles of votes for
each candidate. But if multiple races are being counted, a more complex “read and mark” procedure is
required. The reader must call out each race — from president down to probate judge — marked on the
ballot so that other workers can keep tallies. This process requires more people and more time.


Hand counting less accurate


Even if the public and the candidates were willing to tolerate the slowness of a hand count, its lower level
of accuracy is a serious problem. The point, after all, is to get the result right.


Humans are better than machines at many tasks, but people are not good at highly repetitive tasks such
as ballot counting that require extreme accuracy. Humans reviewing thousands of ballots become tired
and make many different kinds of mistakes, such as losing track of their counts.


In contrast, dedicated tabulator machines, which are used after voters have marked their ballots, are
excellent at counting. The tabulators used in most election districts around the country are optical
scanners that read standardized ballots and have lower error rates than most other technologies. More
importantly, detailed data from recounts shows that scanners and other tabulation devices are
significantly more accurate than counting the same ballots by hand.


A place for hand counts


Although hand-counting ballots on election night does not make sense in terms of speed or accuracy,
there are parts of the election process where hand counts are extremely helpful.


Most states conduct post-election audits that review ballots to ensure that they were correctly tabulated.
Recounts after close elections also frequently entail human review of ballots to verify the initial results.


In both of these situations, many of the problems of hand-counting are rendered irrelevant. For instance,
many recounts focus on small batches of ballots rather than the full statewide collection of votes.
Recounts also typically focus on a single contest and do not require a review of the entire ballot. With
both audits and recounts, the speed of the count is not as important, so most participants are willing to
wait a bit longer to verify the election night counts.


Nearly every voter in the next U.S. presidential election will be casting votes either on paper or on an
electronic machine that has a paper backup. And almost all of those ballots will be counted by a
machine. This approach balances security, accuracy, speed and voter confidence — and still allows for







selected hand counts after election day.


Barry C. Burden is professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He wrote this for The
Conversation, an independent and nonprofit source of news, analysis and commentary from academic experts.








the custodian completes the unofficial tabulation of the results for that precinct. 
(b) The general custodian of election records or the custodian's designee shall be present at all times when the records 


delivered in ballot box no. 4 are inspected. 
( c) The election records in envelope no. 3 become public information when delivery of the precinct election records 


is completed. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211 , Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 65, eff. Sept. 1, 1997. 


Sec. 66.058. PRESERVATION OF PRECINCT ELECTION RECORDS. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this code, 
the precinct election records shall be preserved by the authority to whom they are distributed for at least 22 months after election 
day. 


(b) For a period of at least 60 days after the date of the election, the voted ballots shall be preserved securely in a 
locked room in the locked ballot box in which they are delivered to the general custodian of election records. On the 6 I st day 
after election day, the general custodian of election records may: 


(1) require a person who has possession of a key that operates the lock on a ballot box containing voted 
ballots to return the key to the custodian; and 


(2) unlock the ballot box and transfer the voted ballots to another secure container for the remainder of the 
preservation period. 


- --">~ (b-1) Except as permitted by this code, a ballot box or other secure container containing voted ballots may not be 
opened during the preservation period. 


( c) If during the preservation period an authorized entry is made into a ballot box or other secure container containing 
voted ballots, when the purpose for the entry is fulfilled, the box or container shall be relocked or resecured, and the box and 
key or secure container returned to the custodian. 


( d) A custodian of a ballot box or secure container containing voted ballots commits an offense if, during the 
preservation period prescribed by Subsection (a), the custodian: 


__,, ( 1) makes an unauthorized entry into the box or container; or 
~ (2) fails to prevent another person from handling the box or container in an unauthorized manner or from 


making an unauthorized entry into the box or container. 
(e) An offense under Subsection (d) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
(f) The records in ballot box no. 4 may be preserved in that box or by any other method chosen by the custodian. If 


the records are removed from the box, they may not be commingled with any other election records kept by the custodian. 
(g) Electronic records created under Chapter 129 shall be preserved in a secure container. 
(h) For the preservation of precinct election records in an election involving a federal office, the secretary of state 


shall instruct the affected authorities on the actions necessary to comply with federal law and otherwise implement this section. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. I, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg. , ch. 
1315, Sec. 40, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 950 (H.B. 1580), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2005; Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1197 (H.B. 
1446), Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2007; Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S ., Ch. 1197 (H.B. 1446), Sec. 2, eff. June 15, 2007; Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 682 (H.B. 
2524), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2009; Acts 2011 , 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch.1164 (H.B. 2817), Sec. 13, eff. September 1, 2011; S.B. 5, 85"' Leg., First Called 
Session, Sec. 1, eff. December 1, 2017. 


Sec. 66.059. RETRIEVING ERRONEOUSLY PLACED ELECTION RECORDS. (a) On written application by the 
presiding officer of the local canvassing authority or the presiding judge of the election precinct, a district judge of the county 
in which a ballot box containing voted ballots is in custody may order the box opened to retrieve an election record that was 
erroneously placed in the box. 


(b) If the political subdivision holding the election is not a county or is a county that does not maintain an Internet 
website, the district judge shall post a notice of the date, hour, and place for opening the box on the bulletin board used for 
posting notices of the meetings of the governing body of the political subdivision served by the general custodian of election 
records. The notice must remain posted continuously for the 24 hours immediately preceding the hour set for opening the box. 


(b-1) If the political subdivision holding the election is a county that maintains an Internet website, the district judge 
shall post a notice of the date, hour, and place for opening the box on the county's Internet website. The notice must remain 
posted continuously for the 24 hours preceding the hour set for opening the box. 


(c) Any interested person may observe the opening of the box. 
( d) The district judge shall issue the orders necessary to safeguard the contents of a ballot box opened under this 


section. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211 , Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. I 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 
1315, Sec. 41 , eff. Jan. 1, 2004; H.B. 933, 86th Leg., Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2019. 
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Procedures to Request and Conduct a Recount 


This outline summarizes Texas election law with respect to recounts as currently codified. We have made 


every effort to insure the accuracy of this summary outline, but this material cannot substitute for the 
statutory source material and relevant interpretive case law and administrative regulations. All statutory 


references are to the Texas Election Code (the "Code") unless otherwise noted. 


Recount request deadlines occur soon after the canvass, and as noted below, a recount must be requested 
not later than two days following the canvass. 


I. Introduction: 


A. Recount Basics 


1. A recount is only used to recount the votes in a particular race (office) or measure. 


2. A recount does not have the scope of an election contest in court. This means that a 


recount does not look at the manner in which voters were qualified to vote in person or by 
mail. 


3. The governing bod~ of an entity cann9:t conduct a recount on its own motion, e.g., at the 
canvass. 


-->--- 4. Any entry into the ballot box other than in response to a proper recount request or in 
accordance with other Code procedures (e.g., election contest, criminal investigation) is 


an ~nauthorized entry carrying criminal penalties. 
B. Common Misconceptions Regarding Recounts 


1. A recount is not an Election Contest; 


2. A recount DOES NOT delay canvassing, but the canvassing authority must make a note 


on the canvass that a recount has been requested. Submission of a recount petition 


delays the issuance of a certificate of election and qualification for the office involved in 


the recount pending completion of recount; 
3. A recount DOES NOT authorize the requalifying of voters; and 


4. A recount DOES NOT authorize more than one recount of a race or measure. If a petition 
to request a recount for,a particular race or measure is filed, this does not authr-=-~ all 


races or measures on the ballot to be recounted as well. Only the race or me at 


was petitioned for will be recounted. 


https ://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/recounts.shtml 1/15 







Procedures to Request and Conduct a Recount 


II. Who May Petition for a Recount [Chapter 212, Texas Election Code] 


A. A Qetition that complies with the applicable requirements MUST first be filed in order to 


begin a recount. [Sec. 212.025] 


B. Candidate: 


_____ ...._,_,, 1. A candidate for a nomination or election to an office only if the candidate is shown 


by the election return not to be nominated or elected. [Sec. 212.022] . 


2. A winning candidate in certain circumstances affecting officers with a state level 


canvass may request a recount [Secs. 212.0241(b), 212.131(c) 


C. For a measure election: 


1. The campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose political committee that was involved 


in the election; [Sec. 212.024] or 
2. Any 25 or more persons, acting jointly, who were eligible to vote in the election may 


petition for a recount. [Sec. 212.024] The 25 persons acting jointly need to provide 


on the petition (for each of the 25) the name, residence address, voter registration 


number (if authorization to obtain the recount is based on eligibility to vote in the 


election), and county of registration (if the election covers territory in more than one 


county). However, as to the signature, this group needs the signature of one or 


more of the 25 requestors, or the agent. The agent must be a resident of this state. 


[Sec. 212.001 (8)] 


Ill. Petition Grounds for a Recount [Secs. 212.022 - 212.0241] 


In order for a recount to be conducted, a petition MUST state a valid ground under the 


Code. 


A. A petition may be filed if the difference between the number of votes received by the 


petitioner and number of votes received by the person who was elected or is entitled 


to a place on the runoff election ballot is less than 10% of the number of votes 


received by the person elected or entitled to a place on the runoff ballot (same 


formula for votes for and against a measure); 


Example: Jane Doe 2000 


John Doe 


difference 150 


10% of 2000 is 200, therefore, 


John may request a recount; 
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From: Chris Hill
To: dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com; mikegrilz@gmail.com; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; avisn@yahoo.com;

markbrugge@gmail.com; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; tschulte@ccdfusa.com
Subject: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 4:50:02 PM
Attachments: 20210728 Getting the Facts Straight about Modems and Texas.pdf

20230909 Accurately counting paper ballots next to impossible (thefacts.com).pdf
prohibition from opening retented ballot boxes.pdf
Prohibition of governing body ordering recounts.pdf

Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your
candor, and your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,
Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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COMMENTARY: Accurately counting paper ballots next to impossible
Barry C. Burden University of Wisconsin-Madison
Sep 9, 2023


Among people, mostly Republicans, who remain the most suspicious of the 2020 presidential election
results, there’s something of a movement to return to the days when election ballots in the United States
were counted by hand. One 67,000-person county in Georgia recently required a hand count of all
ballots, for instance. But they, and others seeking similar changes around the country, are likely to find
themselves disappointed — either by failure to mandate hand-counting or by how election results are
handled if they succeed.


Requiring hand-counting of all ballots would take elections back many decades to practices that were
common in the mid-1800s. In that era, political parties produced a variety of paper “tickets” that were
counted at polling places on election night. When states started taking responsibility for producing
ballots in the late 19th century, automated machines began to be used for both casting and tabulating
votes.


In a 1930s review of voting processes, political scientist Joseph Harris concluded that “[p]robably no
part of election administration is conducted so poorly as the count of ballots.” Several of the
improvements he suggested were in fact adopted after World War II, helped along by new technologies
that were faster, more consistent and less prone to error — like optical scanning systems. Today, the
overwhelmingly dominant technology uses paper marked ballots that are tabulated by scanner
machines.


It is easy to see why a hand-count system seems appealing to many people today. Having ballots
scrutinized in person by representatives from the parties provides obvious transparency and
accountability. The true result of the infamous 2000 Bush-Gore contest in Florida remains in doubt, in
part, because a hand recount of this kind was not ultimately conducted. States such as Georgia and
Wisconsin have undergone hand recounts of the votes cast in their presidential elections. And other
democracies such as France hand-count ballots. In short, it seems possible.


But as a scholar of elections, I know that despite the intuitive appeal of people physically counting
pieces of paper, there are two good reasons to avoid hand-counting ballots: speed and accuracy.


Hand counting is slower


It takes a long time to count ballots by hand. Counters must pause for regular breaks to stay rested and
sharp. Counting must periodically stop to resolve challenges and questions from observers. It is
painstaking work. But, in part thanks to mechanical and technological counting systems, Americans
have come to expect election results to be available very quickly, even just a few hours after the polls
close.


Most U.S. election ballots are long and would require counting of many contests, from president down to
county commissioner and probate judge. In other countries where hand counting is used, there is
typically just one race on the ballot. But in many parts of the U.S., it is common for there to be a dozen



https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstJ-lvXZqzzqZBWtvHhY1go2Nm3jE-Y1eMVKjAYEyAM9hGwr6t18Zwu-PWt0sdw6-ZzYkt-gvoD0dLCKwN3uy0tUEuKU3F2CxmTcDG_6XQlGUQxJD_fM4OndQA_UV1nyg-nl8Y11LkbP6eXNUqrTWrzupfWKHrQA8c_M3LKathUoYgaYi2ptAmGnJpvZyqqnvKl0ROsyB_KT05W8QNK6Ta9MbZbnqbUS-fX_YQuA44V2xWnUPMSQEsGJWHocFCwu_DXP6InCckSgaluZnoGzXXh-hmDZfJdoC3iEWlejvFP7pdZbftRlsQ0DAWtbMfYIEBQPHrEAqI-veE&sai=AMfl-YS2PMgAUXZhS0fxAudIeM2xwZxVu5cgTx_qiqFzK8GmAZEfiwJ6FrIqnkN5XAZXVvF8t0SRMy1pvDma1Lk5kIOWaBrd7UaZPggCN-A7JglDe9u1_uYFjQNg__aQK5y8rbcJTfX1pwMndunf1n4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK1NgUC-c_8L&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://asbestoshealthline.com/





contests or many more during each election — and on a single piece of paper. Sometimes a ballot paper
has two columns for voting, with candidates or ballot questions on both the front and the back of the
ballot page.


In recent high-profile recounts, usually only one office is being recounted, so the rest of the ballot is
ignored. When Georgia officials recounted the 2020 presidential race, it required thousands of ballot
counters working long shifts that spanned multiple days for just that one contest. Even with such a
dedicated effort, the hand count took almost a week to complete — and cost the state millions of
dollars.


A hand count of more than one contest multiplies the amount of time needed to produce a preliminary
election result. It might seem like having 10 races on the ballot would take about 10 times as long as
counting a single contest. However, it is likely to take much longer than that.


This is because ballots are printed for very small groups of voters, and include only the specific
legislative and municipal districts in which they live. Recounting a single statewide election is one thing,
but hand-counting the entire ballot actually requires a different, more cumbersome procedure because
hundreds or thousands of combinations of other contests need to be broken out. If only a presidential
race is being counted, workers can use a simpler “stack and count” procedure to make piles of votes for
each candidate. But if multiple races are being counted, a more complex “read and mark” procedure is
required. The reader must call out each race — from president down to probate judge — marked on the
ballot so that other workers can keep tallies. This process requires more people and more time.


Hand counting less accurate


Even if the public and the candidates were willing to tolerate the slowness of a hand count, its lower level
of accuracy is a serious problem. The point, after all, is to get the result right.


Humans are better than machines at many tasks, but people are not good at highly repetitive tasks such
as ballot counting that require extreme accuracy. Humans reviewing thousands of ballots become tired
and make many different kinds of mistakes, such as losing track of their counts.


In contrast, dedicated tabulator machines, which are used after voters have marked their ballots, are
excellent at counting. The tabulators used in most election districts around the country are optical
scanners that read standardized ballots and have lower error rates than most other technologies. More
importantly, detailed data from recounts shows that scanners and other tabulation devices are
significantly more accurate than counting the same ballots by hand.


A place for hand counts


Although hand-counting ballots on election night does not make sense in terms of speed or accuracy,
there are parts of the election process where hand counts are extremely helpful.


Most states conduct post-election audits that review ballots to ensure that they were correctly tabulated.
Recounts after close elections also frequently entail human review of ballots to verify the initial results.


In both of these situations, many of the problems of hand-counting are rendered irrelevant. For instance,
many recounts focus on small batches of ballots rather than the full statewide collection of votes.
Recounts also typically focus on a single contest and do not require a review of the entire ballot. With
both audits and recounts, the speed of the count is not as important, so most participants are willing to
wait a bit longer to verify the election night counts.


Nearly every voter in the next U.S. presidential election will be casting votes either on paper or on an
electronic machine that has a paper backup. And almost all of those ballots will be counted by a
machine. This approach balances security, accuracy, speed and voter confidence — and still allows for







selected hand counts after election day.


Barry C. Burden is professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He wrote this for The
Conversation, an independent and nonprofit source of news, analysis and commentary from academic experts.








the custodian completes the unofficial tabulation of the results for that precinct. 
(b) The general custodian of election records or the custodian's designee shall be present at all times when the records 


delivered in ballot box no. 4 are inspected. 
( c) The election records in envelope no. 3 become public information when delivery of the precinct election records 


is completed. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211 , Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 65, eff. Sept. 1, 1997. 


Sec. 66.058. PRESERVATION OF PRECINCT ELECTION RECORDS. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this code, 
the precinct election records shall be preserved by the authority to whom they are distributed for at least 22 months after election 
day. 


(b) For a period of at least 60 days after the date of the election, the voted ballots shall be preserved securely in a 
locked room in the locked ballot box in which they are delivered to the general custodian of election records. On the 6 I st day 
after election day, the general custodian of election records may: 


(1) require a person who has possession of a key that operates the lock on a ballot box containing voted 
ballots to return the key to the custodian; and 


(2) unlock the ballot box and transfer the voted ballots to another secure container for the remainder of the 
preservation period. 


- --">~ (b-1) Except as permitted by this code, a ballot box or other secure container containing voted ballots may not be 
opened during the preservation period. 


( c) If during the preservation period an authorized entry is made into a ballot box or other secure container containing 
voted ballots, when the purpose for the entry is fulfilled, the box or container shall be relocked or resecured, and the box and 
key or secure container returned to the custodian. 


( d) A custodian of a ballot box or secure container containing voted ballots commits an offense if, during the 
preservation period prescribed by Subsection (a), the custodian: 


__,, ( 1) makes an unauthorized entry into the box or container; or 
~ (2) fails to prevent another person from handling the box or container in an unauthorized manner or from 


making an unauthorized entry into the box or container. 
(e) An offense under Subsection (d) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
(f) The records in ballot box no. 4 may be preserved in that box or by any other method chosen by the custodian. If 


the records are removed from the box, they may not be commingled with any other election records kept by the custodian. 
(g) Electronic records created under Chapter 129 shall be preserved in a secure container. 
(h) For the preservation of precinct election records in an election involving a federal office, the secretary of state 


shall instruct the affected authorities on the actions necessary to comply with federal law and otherwise implement this section. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. 18, eff. Sept. I, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg. , ch. 
1315, Sec. 40, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 950 (H.B. 1580), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2005; Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1197 (H.B. 
1446), Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2007; Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S ., Ch. 1197 (H.B. 1446), Sec. 2, eff. June 15, 2007; Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 682 (H.B. 
2524), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2009; Acts 2011 , 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch.1164 (H.B. 2817), Sec. 13, eff. September 1, 2011; S.B. 5, 85"' Leg., First Called 
Session, Sec. 1, eff. December 1, 2017. 


Sec. 66.059. RETRIEVING ERRONEOUSLY PLACED ELECTION RECORDS. (a) On written application by the 
presiding officer of the local canvassing authority or the presiding judge of the election precinct, a district judge of the county 
in which a ballot box containing voted ballots is in custody may order the box opened to retrieve an election record that was 
erroneously placed in the box. 


(b) If the political subdivision holding the election is not a county or is a county that does not maintain an Internet 
website, the district judge shall post a notice of the date, hour, and place for opening the box on the bulletin board used for 
posting notices of the meetings of the governing body of the political subdivision served by the general custodian of election 
records. The notice must remain posted continuously for the 24 hours immediately preceding the hour set for opening the box. 


(b-1) If the political subdivision holding the election is a county that maintains an Internet website, the district judge 
shall post a notice of the date, hour, and place for opening the box on the county's Internet website. The notice must remain 
posted continuously for the 24 hours preceding the hour set for opening the box. 


(c) Any interested person may observe the opening of the box. 
( d) The district judge shall issue the orders necessary to safeguard the contents of a ballot box opened under this 


section. 
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211 , Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1078, Sec. I 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 
1315, Sec. 41 , eff. Jan. 1, 2004; H.B. 933, 86th Leg., Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2019. 
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Note - Navigational menus along with other non-content related elements have been removed for your convenience. Thank you for visiting us online. 


Procedures to Request and Conduct a Recount 


This outline summarizes Texas election law with respect to recounts as currently codified. We have made 


every effort to insure the accuracy of this summary outline, but this material cannot substitute for the 
statutory source material and relevant interpretive case law and administrative regulations. All statutory 


references are to the Texas Election Code (the "Code") unless otherwise noted. 


Recount request deadlines occur soon after the canvass, and as noted below, a recount must be requested 
not later than two days following the canvass. 


I. Introduction: 


A. Recount Basics 


1. A recount is only used to recount the votes in a particular race (office) or measure. 


2. A recount does not have the scope of an election contest in court. This means that a 


recount does not look at the manner in which voters were qualified to vote in person or by 
mail. 


3. The governing bod~ of an entity cann9:t conduct a recount on its own motion, e.g., at the 
canvass. 


-->--- 4. Any entry into the ballot box other than in response to a proper recount request or in 
accordance with other Code procedures (e.g., election contest, criminal investigation) is 


an ~nauthorized entry carrying criminal penalties. 
B. Common Misconceptions Regarding Recounts 


1. A recount is not an Election Contest; 


2. A recount DOES NOT delay canvassing, but the canvassing authority must make a note 


on the canvass that a recount has been requested. Submission of a recount petition 


delays the issuance of a certificate of election and qualification for the office involved in 


the recount pending completion of recount; 
3. A recount DOES NOT authorize the requalifying of voters; and 


4. A recount DOES NOT authorize more than one recount of a race or measure. If a petition 
to request a recount for,a particular race or measure is filed, this does not authr-=-~ all 


races or measures on the ballot to be recounted as well. Only the race or me at 


was petitioned for will be recounted. 


https ://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/recounts.shtml 1/15 







Procedures to Request and Conduct a Recount 


II. Who May Petition for a Recount [Chapter 212, Texas Election Code] 


A. A Qetition that complies with the applicable requirements MUST first be filed in order to 


begin a recount. [Sec. 212.025] 


B. Candidate: 


_____ ...._,_,, 1. A candidate for a nomination or election to an office only if the candidate is shown 


by the election return not to be nominated or elected. [Sec. 212.022] . 


2. A winning candidate in certain circumstances affecting officers with a state level 


canvass may request a recount [Secs. 212.0241(b), 212.131(c) 


C. For a measure election: 


1. The campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose political committee that was involved 


in the election; [Sec. 212.024] or 
2. Any 25 or more persons, acting jointly, who were eligible to vote in the election may 


petition for a recount. [Sec. 212.024] The 25 persons acting jointly need to provide 


on the petition (for each of the 25) the name, residence address, voter registration 


number (if authorization to obtain the recount is based on eligibility to vote in the 


election), and county of registration (if the election covers territory in more than one 


county). However, as to the signature, this group needs the signature of one or 


more of the 25 requestors, or the agent. The agent must be a resident of this state. 


[Sec. 212.001 (8)] 


Ill. Petition Grounds for a Recount [Secs. 212.022 - 212.0241] 


In order for a recount to be conducted, a petition MUST state a valid ground under the 


Code. 


A. A petition may be filed if the difference between the number of votes received by the 


petitioner and number of votes received by the person who was elected or is entitled 


to a place on the runoff election ballot is less than 10% of the number of votes 


received by the person elected or entitled to a place on the runoff ballot (same 


formula for votes for and against a measure); 


Example: Jane Doe 2000 


John Doe 


difference 150 


10% of 2000 is 200, therefore, 


John may request a recount; 


https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/recounts .shtml 2/15 







From: Chris Hill
To: Chris Hill
Bcc: trfox1971@aol.com; johnkanelis_92@hotmail.com; Gomez, Jason; r.ranspot@farmersvilletx.com;

bcollins784@gmail.com; debbie.sellars@gmail.com; tonyamercer@texanrg.com; tlw2094@yahoo.com;
writingtired@gmail.com; m.phillips@farmersvilletx.com; chiefpicante@reagan.com; lonniemccloudsr@gmail.com

Subject: Follow Up: Farmersville Rotary
Date: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 8:38:20 PM
Attachments: Presentation.pdf

Thank you for joining us today at Farmersville Rotary.

Please find today's presentation attached.

Sincerely,
Chris Hill

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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About Collin County







A Commitment to 
Infrastructure Development


1 McKinney, Texas 


2 Frisco, Texas 


3 Nashville, Tennessee


4 Denton, Texas


5 Cary, North Carolina 


6 Allen, Texas


24 Plano, Texas 


28 Richardson, Texas


42 Carrollton, Texas


43 Dallas, Texas


Best Real Estate Markets in the U.S.


source: https://wallethub.com/edu/best-real-estate-markets/14889







About Collin County


Collin County is one of the fastest growing counties 
in North Texas and across the United States, adding 


more than 134 new residents every day*. 


With an average of 2.80 residents per household*, 
this growth rate requires 48 new housing units to be 
added to the housing supply each day to satisfy the 


current market demand.


* source: U.S. Census Bureau (https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/collincountytexas/PST045222)



https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/collincountytexas/PST045222





About Collin County


source: U.S. Census Bureau


Maricopa County, AZ


Collin County, TX


Riverside County, CA


Fort Bend County, TX 29,895


35,631


36,313


58,246


Fastest Growing Counties in the U.S. 
(2020-2021)







About Collin County


source: U.S. Census Bureau


Maricopa County, AZ


Harris County, TX


Collin County, TX


Denton County, TX 33,424


44,246


45,626


56,831


Fastest Growing Counties in the U.S. 
(2021-2022)







About Collin County


source: U.S. Census Bureau


Collin County Population passes 1 Million
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About Collin County


source: U.S. Census Bureau


Collin County Population passes 1 Million
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From July 2013 to July 2022, the Collin County 
population has increased by more than 300,000; 


an average of 92 people per day for nine 
consecutive years.







About Collin County


A commitment to: 


•  Public Safety & Criminal Justice 
•  Election Integrity 
•  Limited Government & Low Property Taxes 
•  Financial Excellence & Integrity 
•  Infrastructure Development 
•  Emergency Preparedness







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & 
Criminal Justice







Investment in Law Enforcement 
(per department, in actual dollars, 2016-2023)


A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


$0M


$30M


$60M


$90M


2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023


$18.54M$17.91M
$16.98M


$16.22M
$14.97M$13.99M


$12.89M
$11.95M


$4.17M
$4.05M


$4.12M
$3.68M$3.62M$3.11M


$3.01M$2.91M


$70.66M
$65.42M


$61.28M
$57.40M$54.08M$52.40M


$48.38M$44.94M


Sheriff Constables District Attorney







Investment in Sheriff’s Office 
Actual Budget vs. Inflation + Population Growth


A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


$43 M


$49 M


$55 M


$60 M


$66 M


2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022


$63.35 M


$59.38 M


$54.95 M


$52.37 M


$50.02 M


$47.25 M


$44.94 M


$65.42 M


$61.28 M


$57.4 M


$54.08 M
$52.4 M


$48.38 M


$44.94 M


Actual Annual Budget (2016 - 2022) Adjusted for Population & Inflation (2016 - 2022)







Investment in Law Enforcement 
(per department, as a % of the county budget, 2016 & 2023)


A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


FY 2016
District Attorney


3.85%


All Others
80.74%


Constables
0.94%


Sheriff
14.47%


FY 2023


Constables
0.96%


All Others
78.53%


District Attorney
4.26%


Sheriff
16.25%







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice
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Sheriff Constables District Attorney Total Budget


Investment in Law Enforcement 
(budget growth per department, indexed to 2016)







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice
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District Courts Sheriff District Attorney Tax Assessor Constables County Courts Total Budget County Clerk
District Clerk Commissioners Court Justices of the Peace


Investment in Law Enforcement 
(budget growth per department, indexed to 2016)







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


This increased investment in 
law enforcement has been 


both intentional and strategic. 


Between 2016 and 2023, the 
CCSO has experienced the 


most new employees of any 
county department.


Department #


Sheriff’s Office 51.5


Health Care (COVID-19) 27


Facilities 24.5


District Attorney 16


District Courts 16


Juvenile Detention/Probation 16


County Clerk 12


Magistrate Judge 9


Tax Assessor/Collector 6.5


CSCD 5


Human Resources 4


All others combined 16







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


During the same timeframe, 
the county has also invested an 


additional $223,724,000 in 
capital expenditures for the 


Collin County Sheriff’s Office.


Previous Bond Funds $46,000,000


ARPA Funds $133,500,000


2023 Bond Election $44,224,000


Total $223,724,000







A Commitment to 
Public Safety & Criminal Justice


The safest cities in the United States (2023) 
are located in Collin County.


1 Frisco, Texas 6 Alexandria, Virginia


2 McKinney, Texas 7 Laredo, Texas


3 McAllen, Texas 8 Glendale, California


4 Santa Clarita, California 9 Sunnyvale, California


5 Plano, Texas 10 Yonkers, New York


And if our smaller cities were included in the survey, 
they would probably join the list also!


source: SmartAsset.com



http://SmartAsset.com





A Commitment to 
Election Integrity







A Commitment to 
Election Integrity


Electronic Pollbooks vs. Paper Pollbooks 


Ballot Marking Devices vs. Hand Marked Ballots 


Electronic Readers vs. Hand Counted Ballots







A Commitment to 
Election Integrity


Our Collin County elections must be: 


• Secure & 100% accurate 
• Timely







A Commitment to 
Limited Government & 


Low Property Taxes







A Commitment to 
Limited Government & Low Property Taxes


2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024


$584,050


$513,136


$396,584
$373,000$374,658$363,040$344,382


$317,599


Average Collin County Home Value 
(2017-2024)







A Commitment to 
Limited Government & Low Property Taxes


2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023


$828.63


$743.13


$633.28$611.36$622.69$623.51$628.96$628.77


Average Residential Collin County Property Tax Bill 
(2016-2023)







A Commitment to 
Limited Government & Low Property Taxes


911 Dispatch • Animal Shelter • Arson Investigation • Bail Bonds • Beer and Wine Applications • Cattle Brands 
& Marks Registration • Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Strategic National Stockpile Points of Dispensing 
(POD) Oversight • Child Protective Services Board • Civil Cases • Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) • Community Supervision and Corrections (Probation) • County Courthouse • County Jail • Criminal 
District Attorney’s Office • Elections • Emergency Management • Engineering and Development Services • 
Environmental Health • Epidemiology • Evictions • Family Law Cases • Felony & Misdemeanor Criminal Cases • 
Fire Code Inspections • Fireworks Stand Permits • First Responder Radio Communications • Food Service 
Permits • Historical Commission • Hot Check Prosecution • Illegal Dumping • Indigent (Legal) Defense • 
Indigent Healthcare • Jury Services • Juvenile Detention • Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Program • 
Juvenile Probation Services • Law Library • Magistration • Medical Examiner • Medical Reserve Corps • Mental 
Commitments • Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services • Minimum Security Detention Facility • Motor 
Vehicle Registration • Motor Vehicle Violations & Traffic Tickets • Parks & Open Space • Probate Court • Property 
Foreclosures • Public Health Emergency Preparedness • Public Information Office • Public Records (Birth 
Certificates, Criminal Records, Death Certificates, Divorce Records, Land Records, Marriage Licenses, Property 
Deeds) • Public Safety • Public Works/Road & Bridge • Rural/911 Addressing • Septic System Permits • Sex 
Offender Database • Small Claims Court • Subdivision Regulations • Substance Abuse Program • Swimming 
Pool Permits • Teen Court • Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service • Truancy • Veteran Services • Weddings • 
WIC (Women, Infants, and Children)


What does Collin County do for me?







A Commitment to 
Financial Excellence & Integrity







A Commitment to 
Financial Excellence & Integrity


Collin County earns 
Certificate of Achievement for 


Excellence in Financial Reporting 
43 Consecutive Years


Collin County earns 
Achievement of Excellence 


in Procurement Award 
26 Consecutive Years


Collin County earns 
Distinguished Budget 


Presentation Award 
18 Consecutive Years


Collin County earns 
AAA Bond Rating from 


Moody’s Investors Service


Collin County earns 
Aaa Bond Rating from 


S&P Global Ratings







A Commitment to 
Infrastructure Development







Prop A $261,864,179 for justice facilities 
Prop B $5,700,000 for animal shelter facility 
Prop C $13,360,685 for medical examiner 
Prop D $22,450,000 for Parks & Open Spaces 
Prop E $380,000,000 for non-tolled roads and bridges


A Commitment to 
Infrastructure Development


Proposed 2023 Bond Program







A Commitment to 
Emergency Preparedness







Questions







From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Follow-up to Elections Meeting 3/20/2024
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 12:24:10 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good Afternoon Judge Hill,

Thank you for meeting yesterday and collaborating on ways we can work toward improving
confidence in our Election process.   It was encouraging to hear your insights from Bob Hall's
presentation and Russ Ramslands meeting.  We believe both are Champions of Election
Integrity and have important information to share with the community and those in charge of
our election process.  

Although we may not fully be on the same page, I do think we agreed on a few key issues we
can work toward:

You and Bruce were opened to Sequentially Numbered Ballots, and you were going to
check on the logistics of making that happen for the General election
We agreed that Verifiability through a rigorous auditing process is important, and we
are working on a list of items we believe need to be audited.  This will take us some time
but will get a list to you soon.
We also discussed the potential for hand marking ballots

As discussed, there was a question on whether the DS200 would accept hand marked
paper ballots.  We have discovered that they do.  According to
https://verifiedvoting.org/election-system/ess-ds200/ "The ES&S DS200 is a ballot
scanning device. It is used in jurisdictions in which voters hand mark paper ballots and/or
use ballot marking devices then hand-feed their paper ballots into a scanner."   The next
step to using the DS200 for hand marking the ballot is to figure out what all is needed to
make this happen.  Could you ask Bruce and collaborate with us on this matter?

Thank you again for your time yesterday and we look forward to future collaborations with
you.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000013
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Friday meeting/info requested
Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 1:02:55 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

PlanoISDBooks 10-2-23.xlsx

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good Afternoon Judge Hill,

Thank you for a productive meeting with Debbie and me on Friday.  We are following up with Bruce and will let you know
what we find out.

I also want to follow up with the information you asked for regarding the sexually explicit books in Plano ISD and a few board
meeting time/dates across the county. 

The following link will take you to the Plano ISD website where they post book challenges and their decision regarding each
book. I believe all but 2 on this list were challenged all at once by a group of Plano ISD parents on May 5, 2023.  

The good news since the school board met last Tuesday, you will see that several decisions to "retain" some of the books have
now been "updated" to say "Deselected: Collection Maintenance." While we need to clarify with the district what that means
and why they wouldn't just change to say "removed," we are hopeful this means they are starting to re-think their original
decision to keep them. 
Here is the link:
https://www.pisd.edu/Page/30136

I've attached a copy of a screenshot from this same page that was taken on the night of Monday, Oct. 2 that shows there have
been changes since the school board meeting. (you can Ignore the highlights as those were just for internal use)

Additionally, you asked for dates of a few upcoming school board meetings:

McKinney - Oct. 23 and Nov. 13 @ 6pm 
If you'd like to sign up to speak, visit this link by Noon the day of the meeting and register to
speak: https://www.mckinneyisd.net/about-misd/board-of-trustees/board-meeting-schedule/ You cannot sign up when you
get there.

Frisco - Oct. 10 and Nov. 13 @ 6:30pm
You can sign up to speak on arrival but must be before the meeting starts at 6:30pm

Plano - Nov. 8 and Dec. 12, start time varies each month but usually starts at either 5:30 or 6pm. 
To speak you must sign up an hour before the meeting starts but since that changes from month to month, I recommend
signing up no later than 4pm using this
link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_QJA33sXEcf92eOFF4kDsfLFUDcA7_AWA7kMPpqiezRTgqw/closedform. You
cannot sign up to speak when you arrive, despite their website saying that you can.

Plano ISD Board Meetings – Public Comment
Sign-Up
The Plano ISD Board of Trustees values citizen participation through public
comment at board meetings. Public comment is governed by district Policy
BED(LOCAL). View School Board Meeting
Schedule: www.pisd.edu/boardmeetings

docs.google.com
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If you need anything else on this topic, please let us know.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Darrell Hale
Subject: Invitation
Date: Monday, September 25, 2023 4:33:00 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon, Commissioner Hale,
I wanted to invite you to Citizen Defending Freedom's celebration of our 1-year anniversary in
Collin County. We will have a time of prayer and worship at the beautiful Bella Donna Chapel
in Mckinney.   I would like to personally invite you to join us.  Below is the registration or feel
free to respond to this email.
https://cdf-collin-county.ticketleap.com/ignite-the-church-series/

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Chris Hill
To: Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Judge Chris Hill Election Integrity Workshop
Date: Monday, February 5, 2024 6:35:52 PM
Attachments: 20240117 Election Integrity Workshop Notes.pdf

Bruce,

Here is my summary of my election integrity meeting on January 17. Please review and let's discuss.

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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Judge Chris Hill Election Integrity Workshop 
 
Date: January 17, 2024 
 
Location: Collin County GOP Office, Plano 
 
Attendees: Chris Hill, Mike Grilz, Pam Sardo, Ann Mellon-Campbell, Avis Novak, Jessica Hulcy, Maggie 
Whitt, Terry Wade, Robert Canright, Linda Block, Debbie Lindstrom, Tara Schulte, Judi Neal, Paige 
Streeter, Sue Reeves, Bill McKenna, Chuck Reynolds, Lee Breckenridge-Moore 
 
Objective: to identify specific shared goals that we can work towards together, whether they be 
county, state/legislative, or party reforms. For those objectives that require legislative authorization, 
Judge Hill would like the county commissioners court and the county party executive committee to 
jointly adopt a legislative agenda that may be presented to our county delegation. 
 
Follow Up: I have read all five documents that were provided to me by meeting attendees: 
 


• Election Protection Committee Report (Jessica Hulcy) 
• Maryland Elections Have Been Illegally Administered Since 2015 (Avis Novak) 
• Notes from Tarrant County Logic & Accuracy Test (Debbie Lindstrom) 
• Roundtable Workshop Meeting with Judge Chris Hill (Debbie Lindstrom) 
• Why Electronic Election Equipment is NOT Secure (Debbie Lindstrom) 


 
Summary 
 


• Judge Hill’s idea is to ask the state legislature to authorize a “blended” counting method in the 
next legislative session, in which ballots would be counted both by machine and by hand prior 
to canvassing of the election. This is not currently allowed under state law. There was no 
consensus of support for this idea among the workshop attendees. Some attendees strictly 
oppose electronic vote tabulators and want all elections to be hand-counted. In their words, 
“Why would we support a blended counting method that presumes the existence of voting 
tabulators when we want the tabulators removed entirely?” Other attendees don’t want to wait 
until the next legislative session. They want changes to be implemented before the November 
2024 election, prior to the next legislative session. 


• Maggie Whitt requested a document outlining the steps a voter may take to audit their own 
ballot. That document has been provided by Kaleb Breaux in the Collin County Elections Office 
and is attached here. 


• A better job needs to be done educating voters to check their ballots. 
• The county Elections Office needs to be more vigilant about calibrating the marking devices. 
• The ballot marking devices need to display a message on the screen encouraging voters to 


double check their ballots. 
• According to Jessica Hulcy and Debbie Lindstrom, the poll books are uncertified and are 


therefore invalid, according to Texas Elections Code section 31.014(b). 
• It would be nice if sample ballots were available earlier in the election cycle, even if only a 


tentative candidate list. During the primary election, the Collin County Republican Party should 
have this information as soon as the filing period is closed. The list of candidates for the 
general election will be determined during the primary election. 







• Question: is Texas Elections Code section 127.201 being followed correctly? 
• Additional steps should be taken to remove ineligible voters and to ensure the integrity of the 


voter rolls, but no specific ideas were provided. 
• Report: In those races in which voters may select two or more candidates for the same position 


(e.g., school board trustee or general law city council), and when the voter has chosen to vote 
for only one candidate in that race, it is claimed that the ballot marking device has 
automatically chosen a second candidate in that race without the voter’s action. This needs to 
be inspected. 


• The logic and accuracy test needs to be improved, with the following concerns and 
recommendations: 


o All voting machines need to be tested in public during the logic and accuracy test. 
Only five voting machines were tested during the logic and accuracy test. When asked 
where those five machines would be deployed during the election, an employee of the 
county stated that those five machines would not be utilized during the election. 


o The hash validation test needs to be conducted in public, not in private. 
o During the logic and accuracy test, the same ballot needs to be run through the 


tabulator twice to confirm that the machine will reject the ballot on the second try. 
o Every ballot style (in person and by mail) needs to be tested during the logic and 


accuracy test. 
o During the logic and accuracy test, why is Intel management test (also called the “back 


door” test) not being performed? 
o During the logic and accuracy test, an employee of the elections office “pulled a 


memory stick from a big tub of memory sticks,” and then inserted it into the voting 
machine. There was no security or chain of custody for the thumb drives, which were 
laying around everywhere. At one point, we could have easily taken/stolen/exchanged 
a memory stick without anyone even noticing. 







From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:03:05 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on
02/19/2024.  We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning.  
The No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the
Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that
addresses vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report).   Barry Wernick on
X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at
risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to
address the concerns we brought to your attention?   

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:03:05 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on
02/19/2024.  We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning.  
The No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the
Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that
addresses vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report).   Barry Wernick on
X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at
risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to
address the concerns we brought to your attention?   

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Testing
Date: Friday, February 23, 2024 8:17:39 AM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good Morning,

I'm following up on the preliminary report on the L&A Testing done 02/16.  Please reach out
if you have any questions.

Respectfully,
Tara Schulte

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Testing
Date: Friday, February 23, 2024 8:17:39 AM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good Morning,

I'm following up on the preliminary report on the L&A Testing done 02/16.  Please reach out
if you have any questions.

Respectfully,
Tara Schulte

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Subject: Logic and Accuracy Report
Date: Monday, February 19, 2024 11:28:04 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

LogicandAccuracyReport-240219.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner,

Here is my preliminary report from last Friday's Logic and Accuracy Test.  

In this report, you will find several very concerning issues that need to be addressed.  

I am sending this document only to both of you for now.  However, I may be sending it to the
SOS once it has been finalized at a later date.

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner,  


I wanted to get this in your hands today since the Primary 
starts tomorrow.  There will be a final report coming later and 
possibly send to the Secretary of State. 
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Contents 
What is a Logic and Accuracy Test? ............................................................................................................................ 3 


Texas Law Governing the Logic and Accuracy Testing .................................................................................................. 4 


Collin’s Logic and Accuracy Test vs. Other Large Counties .......................................................................................... 6 


February 16, 2024- Positives ...................................................................................................................................... 7 


February 16, 2024- Areas for Improvement ................................................................................................................. 8 


THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. So what can we do to improve this test? ....................... 14 


BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY ....................................................................................... 17 
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What is a Logic and Accuracy Test? 
 


 


 


  







4 
 


Texas Law Governing the Logic and Accuracy Testing 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=51.002
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1. 


2. 


   



https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2022-30.shtml

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf
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Collin’s Logic and Accuracy Test vs. Other Large Counties 
 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES UNKNOWN NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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February 16, 2024- Positives 
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February 16, 2024- Areas for Improvement 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 
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THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 
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BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
 


1. 


2. 


 







From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Subject: Logic and Accuracy Report
Date: Monday, February 19, 2024 11:28:04 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

LogicandAccuracyReport-240219.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner,

Here is my preliminary report from last Friday's Logic and Accuracy Test.  

In this report, you will find several very concerning issues that need to be addressed.  

I am sending this document only to both of you for now.  However, I may be sending it to the
SOS once it has been finalized at a later date.

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000024

HCITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

ERSIGHT 

mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JAMES SKINNERE3D
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!m4H3rJb0ONw4jbERv04d47Wn_lFb5olV9WX8FpEsrbB1ymWPCB1NCbkD7-RUhamKsu2Vd3E5KZwXmD9Rzl7xfpKi9wMLFnRJ$




1 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner,  


I wanted to get this in your hands today since the Primary 
starts tomorrow.  There will be a final report coming later and 
possibly send to the Secretary of State. 
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Collin’s Logic and Accuracy Test vs. Other Large Counties .......................................................................................... 6 
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February 16, 2024- Areas for Improvement ................................................................................................................. 8 


THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. So what can we do to improve this test? ....................... 14 
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Texas Law Governing the Logic and Accuracy Testing 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=51.002
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https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2022-30.shtml

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf
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Collin’s Logic and Accuracy Test vs. Other Large Counties 
 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES UNKNOWN NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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February 16, 2024- Positives 
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February 16, 2024- Areas for Improvement 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 
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THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 
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BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
 


1. 


2. 


 







From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Meeting
Date: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 10:47:49 AM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning, Judge Hill,
Wanted to confirm a date on our schedule to have a follow up with you on the August 28th
motions and CDF list.

Thursday before 3:00 or Friday morning we are available.  If your schedule is full this week
please send me a couple of dates for next week that work best for you.

Respectfully,
Tara Schulte 

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Hilari Monk
To: dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
Cc: Chris Hill
Subject: November 20, 2023 Commissioners Court Special Session Materials
Date: Monday, November 20, 2023 2:04:17 PM

Good afternoon Ms. Lindstrom,
 
Today’s Collin County Commissioners Court Special Session meeting materials can be located on the
following link:
 
https://www.collincountytx.gov/Government/Commissioners-Court/agendas
 
Please let me know if you need anything further.
 
Sincerely,
Hilari Monk
Administrative Services
2300 Bloomdale Rd, Suite 4192
McKinney, Texas 75071
(972) 548-4632
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tammy Warren
Subject: Re: Bob Hall"s ppt
Date: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 3:16:36 PM

Yes, that's correct.

He prefers hand-marked paper ballots, but not hand-counted.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tammy Warren <tammywarren3109@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 3:10 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Bob Hall's ppt
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

It seems, from the powerpoint, that he wants to go all paper, like where you bubble in the box. I won't
jump to conclusions - I haven't heard him speak - and this is the same presentation he gave at Golden
Corridor.

But I did want to study his slides before he presented them, and it seems he wants to go full paper.

That is my guess. I will wait to listen.

On Tue, Mar 12, 2024 at 3:04 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
Tammy,

Thank you for sharing this.

I'm not sure what you mean by "preaching paper ballots."

Collin County already utilizes paper ballots in our elections. Do you mean something other than paper
ballots?

I attended the Golden Corridor meeting last week where Senator Hall spoke, and he was very clear that
hand-counting paper ballots would not be feasible in Collin County.
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Please notice that I have removed Commissioners Hale and Fletcher from this email. We can not
participate in a group email string lest we violate the open meetings act. You are certainly welcome to
email all of us (even together). There is no violation for you. But we may not respond to a group email
and discuss county business together.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tammy Warren <tammywarren3109@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 2:50 PM
To: Chris Hill; Darrell Hale; susan votesusanfletcher.com
Subject: Bob Hall's ppt

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

I wanted to share with you all what Senator Hall will be presenting on April 09 -- his slide deck is
attached. It seems like if he is preaching paper ballots, then he is influencing grass roots to preach
paper ballots. It is interesting to see what he says compared to what I hear you all say.

Anyway, if any of your plans change and you can be there April 9, let me know.

I really would love for us all to get on the same page & agree on some of these things.

Thanks,

Tammy
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tammy Warren
Subject: Re: Bob Hall"s ppt
Date: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 3:03:54 PM

Tammy,

Thank you for sharing this.

I'm not sure what you mean by "preaching paper ballots."

Collin County already utilizes paper ballots in our elections. Do you mean something other than paper
ballots?

I attended the Golden Corridor meeting last week where Senator Hall spoke, and he was very clear that
hand-counting paper ballots would not be feasible in Collin County.

Please notice that I have removed Commissioners Hale and Fletcher from this email. We can not
participate in a group email string lest we violate the open meetings act. You are certainly welcome to
email all of us (even together). There is no violation for you. But we may not respond to a group email and
discuss county business together.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tammy Warren <tammywarren3109@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 2:50 PM
To: Chris Hill; Darrell Hale; susan votesusanfletcher.com
Subject: Bob Hall's ppt
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

I wanted to share with you all what Senator Hall will be presenting on April 09 -- his slide deck is attached.
It seems like if he is preaching paper ballots, then he is influencing grass roots to preach paper ballots. It
is interesting to see what he says compared to what I hear you all say.

Anyway, if any of your plans change and you can be there April 9, let me know. 

I really would love for us all to get on the same page & agree on some of these things.

Thanks,

Tammy
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Bill Bilyeu; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 12:27:34 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

DrDCreds.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you for asking, Judge Hill.  

Dr. Walter Daugherity is the one who provided the response to the elections office and which we read to the court yesterday.   He is just one of our experts and the one who got back to us the quickest (probably since he is in Texas).

I have attached his credentials.  

If you have any other questions, please let us know. 

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 24 October 2023 10:19
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>; Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Election Local Security Vulnerability
 
Mrs. Lindstrom and Mrs. Schulte,

Thank you for your email. I have read the attachment containing your public comments from Court on Monday. As I missed the opportunity to hear your comments on Monday, I appreciate you sending them to me.

I am taking steps to understand the concerns you shared, as well as the response from the Collin County Information Technology Security Officer.

In your comments, you mentioned your cyber security expert. Please share with me the name and the credentials of your cyber security expert. This will add a level of transparency and help me better understand the source of these concerns.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:58 AM
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for your convenience.

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our networks secure.

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want transparency in our elections.

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM

Election Division Lead

Collin County,  TX

469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com

[Icon  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]<https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Bill Bilyeu; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 12:27:35 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

DrDCreds.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you for asking, Judge Hill.  

Dr. Walter Daugherity is the one who provided the response to the elections office and which we read to the court yesterday.   He is just one of our experts and the one who got back to us the quickest (probably since he is in Texas).

I have attached his credentials.  

If you have any other questions, please let us know. 

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 24 October 2023 10:19
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>; Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Election Local Security Vulnerability
 
Mrs. Lindstrom and Mrs. Schulte,

Thank you for your email. I have read the attachment containing your public comments from Court on Monday. As I missed the opportunity to hear your comments on Monday, I appreciate you sending them to me.

I am taking steps to understand the concerns you shared, as well as the response from the Collin County Information Technology Security Officer.

In your comments, you mentioned your cyber security expert. Please share with me the name and the credentials of your cyber security expert. This will add a level of transparency and help me better understand the source of these concerns.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:58 AM
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for your convenience.

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our networks secure.

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want transparency in our elections.

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM

Election Division Lead

Collin County,  TX

469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com

[Icon  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]<https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
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From: Chris Hill
To: Debbie Lindstrom; Tara Schulte
Cc: Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Election Local Security Vulnerability
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 10:19:19 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

CC Speeches 231023.pdf

Mrs. Lindstrom and Mrs. Schulte,

Thank you for your email. I have read the attachment containing your public comments from Court on
Monday. As I missed the opportunity to hear your comments on Monday, I appreciate you sending them
to me.

I am taking steps to understand the concerns you shared, as well as the response from the Collin County
Information Technology Security Officer.

In your comments, you mentioned your cyber security expert. Please share with me the name and the
credentials of your cyber security expert. This will add a level of transparency and help me better
understand the source of these concerns.

Sincerely,
Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 9:58 AM
To: Chris Hill; Cheryl Williams; Susan Fletcher; Duncan Webb; Darrell Hale
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Election Local Security Vulnerability
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning Judge Hill and Commissioners,

I wanted to send you all the speeches that Tara and I brought to court yesterday.  The topic
was a little technical and had several numbers in it.  So, I thought I would send them to you for
your convenience.  

It is important that the county looks into this potential vulnerability.  If it is not there, then we
all would agree that is wonderful news and that our IT dept is doing a fantastic job keeping our
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Good Afternoon, Judge and Commissioners 
 
It has been stated by multiple citizens over the last couple of years that 
there are vulnerabilities associated with using electronic voting 
machines.  CDF also stressed the importance of securing the elections 
office in our Aug 28th white paper with our election improvement 
suggestions.   
 
We recently were made aware of one such vulnerability and inquired 
about it during the public Logic and Accuracy Test on Oct 12th.   
 
At this public event, we asked Kaleb Breaux, the Deputy Election 
Administrator if he would allow a security test on the election network 
that would not impact the machines.  We gave Kaleb a simple address 
to enter into a web browser on the server – and if that responded with 
information then it would prove that we have an open backdoor on the 
server. 
 
We intended for Kaleb to get buy-in from the IT department that the 
command would not hurt the system. However, the IT department did 
not answer that question – they ignored our request and answered a 
different question: 
 
Here is that section of the email: 
   
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief 
security officer in our IT department to discuss your request. He 
explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or loopback address 
that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When 
we researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found 
information that this port referenced an Intel chipset. Our security 
officer told me that even if this device was communicating with itself 
through this port number, that performing this task would be 







completely irrelevant because our servers are air-gapped and not 
communicating with any outside network. 
  
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our 
security officer, we felt that performing this task, which would be 
logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our opinions 
will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this 
matter. 
  
Respectfully, Kaleb 
 
I’m afraid that this is a less than satisfactory response and it made one 
computer expert’s eyebrows raise in disbelief when he read it. 
 
It is not completely irrelevant because if this vulnerability is active on 
the server, any computer in the election network can connect to that 
address on the server.    
 
An even worse scenario is if any machine in the election network were 
to be accidentally added to the Collin County network, then anyone in 
the county would be able to access the server.  And even worse, if 
someone were to plug in a USB stick with a Wi-Fi connector to any 
computer in the system, then that exposes the server to the public 
internet. 
 
This shows a substantial disregard for basic IT security and it does not 
give us any confidence that our election department is serious about 
network security. 
  







Last Thursday CDF responded back to the elections office with our 


cyber expert’s response.  This is what he said:   


 


 
"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a 


permanently open backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so 


that is a potentially dangerous vulnerability.  


 


The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this 


permanently open backdoor, so it is very important that you find out 


and make public all details.  Then computer experts can judge the 


degree of risk. 


 


Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county 


is hiding something, which you should be eager to dispel by being 


completely transparent and forthcoming. 


 


To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the 


following two URLs into a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a 


time:   


        http://127.0.0.1:16992 


        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html 


 


If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the 


Intel Active Management Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel 
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ME log showing all history, including all IP addresses and MAC 


addresses communicated with. 


 


If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement 


that “our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any 


outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.  On the other hand, 


if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be 


required. 


 


Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you 


demonstrate that this permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do 


not want the public to have to keep asking what the county is trying to 


hide. 


 


We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter." 


 


Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view than 
our expert.  I would like to ask what is the issue with doing the test?   
 
As of today, we have not heard back from the Elections Office.  But we 


feel that this test is vital to ensuring that the network truly is secure.  


There is nothing in this test that would pose a threat to the security of 


the election machines or the servers.  It is merely a check to make sure 


there is no open backdoor that could be exploited – internally or 


externally.  


 







It is unfortunate that we must come to court to express these issues.  


But we have no other avenue since the Election Commission does not 


meet and hasn’t since 2018. 







networks secure. 

However, if this this an open backdoor into the system, it is vital that we look into the matter
to ensure the security of our votes.

By not performing the test, the IT department just looks like they are trying to hide
something.  We know that perception is not what you want and that all of us want
transparency in our elections.  

Respectfully,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000033

ICITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

ERSIGHT 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!ieZwwSgcqJqHvRyQfCyNoOeCVpjHqnE57nwWh9jRCfdtFT6LxffFhTVAqCgicGSDxEYwkI6APJfDKf8DWu6fvnA7vw$


From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 9:19:58 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png
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***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,

I wanted to update you on location and time.  I booked the Prosper CADDO bldg. on 3/20 @ 10:00 a.m.  Here is the address, 130 North Preston Road, Prosper, TX, US 75078.   Please let me know if you have any questions.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:13 PM
To: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Wednesday morning will work.   How about 10:00a.m.?   We can meet at the CADDO building in Mckinney.  I will check on room availability.  Debbie mentioned you and her talked about having a small group to join us, so I've included her in this correspondence.  Let me know if that works for you and I will book space.
  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Hello, Tara.

Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week (March 22).Would either work for you?

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 3:04:05 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Outlook-Icon Desc.png

See you there.
Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 9:19 AM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,

I wanted to update you on location and time.  I booked the Prosper CADDO bldg. on 3/20 @ 10:00 a.m.  Here is the address, 130 North Preston Road, Prosper, TX, US 75078.   Please let me know if you have any questions.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:13 PM
To: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Wednesday morning will work.   How about 10:00a.m.?   We can meet at the CADDO building in Mckinney.  I will check on room availability.  Debbie mentioned you and her talked about having a small group to join us, so I've included her in this correspondence.  Let me know if that works for you and I will book space.
  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Hello, Tara.

Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week (March 22).Would either work for you?

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:13:23 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Wednesday morning will work.   How about 10:00a.m.?   We can meet at the CADDO building in Mckinney.  I will check on room availability.  Debbie mentioned you and her talked about having a small group to join us, so I've included her in this correspondence.  Let me know if that works for you and I will book space.
  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Hello, Tara.

Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week (March 22).Would either work for you?

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 3:03:49 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

That sounds great.
Thank you,
Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:13 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Wednesday morning will work.   How about 10:00a.m.?   We can meet at the CADDO building in Mckinney.  I will check on room availability.  Debbie mentioned you and her talked about having a small group to join us, so I've included her in this correspondence.  Let me know if that works for you and I will book space.
  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
Hello, Tara.

Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week (March 22).Would either work for you?

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 5:17:45 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Great! See you wed.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 3:04:05 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
 
See you there.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 9:19 AM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,

I wanted to update you on location and time.  I booked the Prosper CADDO bldg. on 3/20 @ 10:00 a.m.  Here is the address, 130 North Preston Road, Prosper, TX, US 75078.   Please let me know if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 11:13 PM
To: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting

Wednesday morning will work.   How about 10:00a.m.?   We can meet at the CADDO building in Mckinney.  I will check on room availability.  Debbie mentioned you and her talked about having a small group to join us, so I've included her in this correspondence.  Let me know if that works for you and I will book space.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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dWZeQ6_cDbc4N2J2I3S31c6q0pEdWVQYNBM%24&data=05%7C02%7Ctschulte%40ccdfusa.com%7C44ad2915ad98493771af08dc452b189b%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638461298631377218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HgB%2BYx%2FhzyrxSWt%2BQJu26V83LG8OByTGy11BhU2o5Sk%3D&reserved=0>

________________________________
From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Election Meeting

Hello, Tara.

Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week (March 22).Would either work for you?

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Election Meeting
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2024 4:28:15 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Hello, Tara.
Thank you for reaching out. I'm available in the morning on Wednesday (March 20) and Friday next week
(March 22).Would either work for you?
Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Election Meeting
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good afternoon Judge Hill,

I spoke with Debbie last week and she said you would like to meet for an election meeting.  I
can book rooms at the CADDO building in Mckinney or Prosper for this week or next on
Tuesday or Wednesday morning before noon and potentially Friday morning.  Please let me
know which one of these days works best for you.  We are looking forward to a meeting.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte; Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42:13 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill

Thank you for your prompt response.

Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.

1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml

I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Debbie

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   

a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
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happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2. 
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)

4. 
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6. 
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  
 

8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections
website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
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DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000043

ICITIZ:ENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

VERSIGHT 

mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kroKtNRmX1ry9GvvrenOD_ZvyWgQNJ-bifyIo2Hi297nSwip40TY2TV2fgsOqvAY4ocbhT2aEPYEOuKhaRuLFf_MPJ8$


From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Cc: Tara Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 12:52:38 PM
Attachments: image003.png
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Bruce, 

I want to appeal to you on why I think sequentially numbered ballots are important.

 Although there may be an internal way for the election office to "audit" with the randomized
number, there is not a way for citizens to easily audit with the Election Office method.  

If we had sequentially numbered ballots, there would be one more check at polling locations
to check the number of voters who checked in at the registration laptop, the number of voters
who signed the sticker, the number of voters who were written on the poll list, the number of
ballots that were run through the tabulators or spoiled AND this final number of how many
ballots were used in the polling place.  EX: If polling place A was assigned 1000 ballots, and
they used 500 ballots exactly (tabulated and spoiled) based on the numbering, then they
would turn 500 back into the office, and they could double-check that 500 voters checked in
at registration, 500 names were written on the poll list, 500 stickers were signed, and 500
votes were tabulated. Using the sequentially numbered ballots would allow this quick check at
the polling place and help them fill out the Register of Ballots Forms more easily.
   

I understand that you have authority for the ballots in the General elections.  I really hope that
you will reconsider.  

To be clear, I really am fine with both methods (preprinted and random) being used in the
election if that helps you in your auditing.  I don't think there is anything in the law that would
prevent two numbers on the ballots.

Judge Hill, 

I hope that, as an accountant, you see the importance of sequentially numbered ballots and
that for the 2024 general election, you will provide the necessary funds for us to move to the
pre-printed ballots.  
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Since, as you stated in Court on Aug 28, elections are one of your top 2 duties in the county
(public safety being #1), I hope that you will vote for whatever budget increase is necessary to
accomplish this.  

Thanks,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 17 October 2023 13:14
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu
<bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good afternoon, Debbie,
I’m sorry but I respectfully disagree with you on this matter. My position has not changed from my
email response to you on October 9 and during our discussions at the public logic and accuracy test
last week regarding the pre-numbering of blank ballot stock. As stated in my October 9 email:
  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be using in the upcoming
elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners court consideration and approval, the
option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in future elections. I am still committed that our current
method of numbering ballots is the most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court
wants to approve the additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      
I personally do not wish to relinquish custody of our already packaged blank ballot stock and send them
back to ES&S for pre-numbering. I continue to maintain that our current method of numbering ballots is
the most secure and auditable method.   
Thank you,
Bruce
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
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Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill
 
Thank you for your prompt response.
 
Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.
 
1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml
 
I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   
a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
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preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2. 
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)

4. 
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6. 
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  
 

8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections
website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
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Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Cc: Tara Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 12:52:39 PM
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Bruce, 

I want to appeal to you on why I think sequentially numbered ballots are important.

 Although there may be an internal way for the election office to "audit" with the randomized
number, there is not a way for citizens to easily audit with the Election Office method.  

If we had sequentially numbered ballots, there would be one more check at polling locations
to check the number of voters who checked in at the registration laptop, the number of voters
who signed the sticker, the number of voters who were written on the poll list, the number of
ballots that were run through the tabulators or spoiled AND this final number of how many
ballots were used in the polling place.  EX: If polling place A was assigned 1000 ballots, and
they used 500 ballots exactly (tabulated and spoiled) based on the numbering, then they
would turn 500 back into the office, and they could double-check that 500 voters checked in
at registration, 500 names were written on the poll list, 500 stickers were signed, and 500
votes were tabulated. Using the sequentially numbered ballots would allow this quick check at
the polling place and help them fill out the Register of Ballots Forms more easily.
   

I understand that you have authority for the ballots in the General elections.  I really hope that
you will reconsider.  

To be clear, I really am fine with both methods (preprinted and random) being used in the
election if that helps you in your auditing.  I don't think there is anything in the law that would
prevent two numbers on the ballots.

Judge Hill, 

I hope that, as an accountant, you see the importance of sequentially numbered ballots and
that for the 2024 general election, you will provide the necessary funds for us to move to the
pre-printed ballots.  
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Since, as you stated in Court on Aug 28, elections are one of your top 2 duties in the county
(public safety being #1), I hope that you will vote for whatever budget increase is necessary to
accomplish this.  

Thanks,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 17 October 2023 13:14
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu
<bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good afternoon, Debbie,
I’m sorry but I respectfully disagree with you on this matter. My position has not changed from my
email response to you on October 9 and during our discussions at the public logic and accuracy test
last week regarding the pre-numbering of blank ballot stock. As stated in my October 9 email:
  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be using in the upcoming
elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners court consideration and approval, the
option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in future elections. I am still committed that our current
method of numbering ballots is the most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court
wants to approve the additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      
I personally do not wish to relinquish custody of our already packaged blank ballot stock and send them
back to ES&S for pre-numbering. I continue to maintain that our current method of numbering ballots is
the most secure and auditable method.   
Thank you,
Bruce
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
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Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill
 
Thank you for your prompt response.
 
Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.
 
1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml
 
I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   
a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
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preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2. 
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)

4. 
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6. 
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  
 

8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections
website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Cc: Tara Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 12:52:38 PM
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Bruce, 

I want to appeal to you on why I think sequentially numbered ballots are important.

 Although there may be an internal way for the election office to "audit" with the randomized
number, there is not a way for citizens to easily audit with the Election Office method.  

If we had sequentially numbered ballots, there would be one more check at polling locations
to check the number of voters who checked in at the registration laptop, the number of voters
who signed the sticker, the number of voters who were written on the poll list, the number of
ballots that were run through the tabulators or spoiled AND this final number of how many
ballots were used in the polling place.  EX: If polling place A was assigned 1000 ballots, and
they used 500 ballots exactly (tabulated and spoiled) based on the numbering, then they
would turn 500 back into the office, and they could double-check that 500 voters checked in
at registration, 500 names were written on the poll list, 500 stickers were signed, and 500
votes were tabulated. Using the sequentially numbered ballots would allow this quick check at
the polling place and help them fill out the Register of Ballots Forms more easily.
   

I understand that you have authority for the ballots in the General elections.  I really hope that
you will reconsider.  

To be clear, I really am fine with both methods (preprinted and random) being used in the
election if that helps you in your auditing.  I don't think there is anything in the law that would
prevent two numbers on the ballots.

Judge Hill, 

I hope that, as an accountant, you see the importance of sequentially numbered ballots and
that for the 2024 general election, you will provide the necessary funds for us to move to the
pre-printed ballots.  
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Since, as you stated in Court on Aug 28, elections are one of your top 2 duties in the county
(public safety being #1), I hope that you will vote for whatever budget increase is necessary to
accomplish this.  

Thanks,

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 17 October 2023 13:14
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu
<bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good afternoon, Debbie,
I’m sorry but I respectfully disagree with you on this matter. My position has not changed from my
email response to you on October 9 and during our discussions at the public logic and accuracy test
last week regarding the pre-numbering of blank ballot stock. As stated in my October 9 email:
  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be using in the upcoming
elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners court consideration and approval, the
option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in future elections. I am still committed that our current
method of numbering ballots is the most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court
wants to approve the additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      
I personally do not wish to relinquish custody of our already packaged blank ballot stock and send them
back to ES&S for pre-numbering. I continue to maintain that our current method of numbering ballots is
the most secure and auditable method.   
Thank you,
Bruce
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
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Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill
 
Thank you for your prompt response.
 
Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.
 
1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml
 
I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   
a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
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preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2. 
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)

4. 
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6. 
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  
 

8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections
website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
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Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte; Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42:13 AM
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Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill

Thank you for your prompt response.

Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.

1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml

I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Debbie

DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   

a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
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happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2. 
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)

4. 
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6. 
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  
 

8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections
website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
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DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Bruce Sherbet
To: "Debbie Lindstrom"
Cc: Tara Schulte; Chris Hill; Bill Bilyeu
Bcc: Kaleb Breaux; Cheryl Gorena
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
Date: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 1:14:25 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image004.png

Good afternoon, Debbie,
I’m sorry but I respectfully disagree with you on this matter. My position has not changed from my
email response to you on October 9 and during our discussions at the public logic and accuracy test
last week regarding the pre-numbering of blank ballot stock. As stated in my October 9 email:
  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be using in the upcoming
elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners court consideration and approval, the
option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in future elections. I am still committed that our current
method of numbering ballots is the most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court
wants to approve the additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      
I personally do not wish to relinquish custody of our already packaged blank ballot stock and send them
back to ES&S for pre-numbering. I continue to maintain that our current method of numbering ballots is
the most secure and auditable method.   
Thank you,
Bruce
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
 

From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:42 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara and Judge Hill
 
Thank you for your prompt response.
 
Regarding the numbering of ballots, I would like to offer 3 options.
 
1.  You could send the million ballots to ES&S for them to print the numbers on the ballots. I have
been informed that it is only $0.03 per ballot which would be about $30,000.  You don't have to
stamp all of them at once. For example if you need about 125,000 in the Primary, you could
stamp just that amount.  And then for the next election, print #000001-125000 again.  
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2. You could find a local printer to print the numbers on the ballots. Perhaps they could do it for
cheaper.
3. As mentioned last Thursday, I could find volunteers to stamp the numbers on the ballots for
you for free.  They could use a Bates stamp which cost less than $50 on Amazon. SOS advisory
2019-23 seems to allow hand numbering
 https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2019-23.shtml
 
I'm happy to advocate for money at the commissioner's court if needed. But I'm also offering a
free option as well.  I would like to see the numbering in the Primary of 2024.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: 09 October 2023 10:51
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up on Suggestions
 
Good morning, Debbie,
 
Please see below responses to your questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Sherbet
Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
2010 Redbud Blvd Ste 102
McKinney, TX  75069
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From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Follow up on Suggestions
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Bruce,
cc: Tara Schulte
 
Last Friday, Tara and I met with Judge Hill to get an update on our suggestions for election
improvements. 
 
We touched on the issues the court supported and that we understood you and your office
were open to.
 
During our meeting, Judge Hill indicated that for most of these items, we would need to get an
update from you.  With that in mind, we have a few questions and comments below for you.  

1.  Sequentially numbered ballots.   
a. Where are we on this?  
b. Will this be done in the November election?  The primary?  

c.     Judge Hill indicated that you might need more funding to procure the
preprinted ballots.  We would be happy to advocate for this in the
commissioners' court if necessary.  Just let us know how we can help make this
happen.  I have an inventory of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock that I will be
using in the upcoming elections. I will include in my FY2025 budget, for commissioners
court consideration and approval, the option of changing to pre-numbered ballots in
future elections. I am still committed that our current method of numbering ballots is the
most secure and auditable method but if the commissioners court wants to approve the
additional $100,000 plus each year for the pre-numbering method that will be
implemented starting with the November 2024 general election.      

2.  
3. Register of Ballots Data for Early Voting.  

a. Is there a way to add the number of blank ballots issued to a location and the
number of unused ballots on the EV Daily Report? 

b. This would help to account for all of the ballots during early voting. Our hope is
that we can have the same Election Day Register of Ballots data documented
during Early Voting on a daily basis.  There may be another way to do this, but I
was hoping that this would minimize the work for judges by just adding a line or
two to a form they are already familiar with. We already use a form in early voting
that documents on a daily basis the number of ballots that are used that day and
the number of remaining unused ballots. The form is called the Early Voting
Unused Ballot Accountability Form. (see attached)
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4.  
5. Increasing the Font size on the ballots.  

a. Have you been able to check on this to see if this is possible?  
b. Is there a way to use both sides of the ballot? I have directed staff to make sure

we are using the largest font feasible on the ExpressVote ballot cards. The ballot
marking devices can only print on the front side of the ballot.

6.  
7. Changing the final wording on the BMDs to direct voters to check ballots and deposit

them into the tabulators.  Just following up to see if this is possible. I think it is a good
suggestion and I have instructed staff to see what approvals are needed from the state
so that we can change the wording on the ExpressVote BMD’s. Our goal is to have the
new wording in place by the March 2024 primary elections.  

 
8. Place the Logic and Accuracy Testing notification on the front page of the Elections

website.  This has been done for the upcoming LAT test.  Thank you!!  
 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and answer.
 
Respectfully,
Debbie
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Chris Hill
To: Mark Brugge
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com;

Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:57:23 PM

You signed an agreement not to disclose the evidence you have regarding fraud that occurred in Collin
County during the 2022 election?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:19 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you. 

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a bully when
you tried to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I am not comfortable about
expressing in public comment. I also felt like you were being dismissive when you refer to being out in left
field. You were not in the office with me and the sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If
the Sheriff had made some comment to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that.
The sheriff has a great deal of responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving
to do the right thing. We all have a role to play. 

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room that are
working on different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any assumptions about my
comments other than specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes in regarded
the elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up to a prosecutor, judge,
and jury.  Having stated that there are many different groups of people I'm working with and they don't all
know each other. I don't know all that they are working on as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom. 

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort other than me. 
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2 congressmen
Luttrell / Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all connected directly or indirectly.
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We are at war and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose all this. Such
as doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA, and DEA. 

Read article below. 
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant colony near
Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-
business-dismantling

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."

Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launch es Investigation into Gain-of-Func tion Research and Mis representations
by Covid-19 Vac cine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-function-
research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-vaccine

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your
candor, and your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Mark Brugge
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com;

Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:20:12 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you. 

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a
bully when you tried to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I
am not comfortable about expressing in public comment. I also felt like you were being
dismissive when you refer to being out in left field. You were not in the office with me and the
sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If the Sheriff had made some comment
to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that. The sheriff has a great deal
of responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving to do the right
thing. We all have a role to play. 

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room
that are working on different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any
assumptions about my comments other than specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes
in regarded the elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up
to a prosecutor, judge, and jury.  Having stated that there are many different groups of people
I'm working with and they don't all know each other. I don't know all that they are working on
as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom. 

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort
other than me. 
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2
congressmen Luttrell / Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all
connected directly or indirectly. We are at war and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose
all this. Such as doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA,
and DEA. 

Read article below. 
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant
colony near Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-
order-business-dismantling

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."
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Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launches Investigation into Gain-of-Function Research and
Misrepresentations by Covid-19 Vaccine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-
function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-vaccine

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your
feedback, your candor, and your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Mark Brugge
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:10:08 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Chris 

Your response speaks volumes.
You are not seeking to understand. You're trying to box me in. 

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 6:57 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
You signed an agreement not to disclose the evidence you have regarding fraud that occurred in Collin County
during the 2022 election?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:19 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you.

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a bully when you tried
to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I am not comfortable about expressing in
public comment. I also felt like you were being dismissive when you refer to being out in left field. You were not
in the office with me and the sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If the Sheriff had made some
comment to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that. The sheriff has a great deal of
responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving to do the right thing. We all have a
role to play.

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room that are working on
different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any assumptions about my comments other than
specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes in regarded the
elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up to a prosecutor, judge, and jury. 
Having stated that there are many different groups of people I'm working with and they don't all know each other.
I don't know all that they are working on as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom.

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort other than me.
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2 congressmen Luttrell /
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Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all connected directly or indirectly. We are at war
and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose all this. Such as
doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA, and DEA.

Read article below.
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant colony near Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-
dismantling<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-
paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-
dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYImi5Mkg$>

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."

Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launches Investigation into Gain-of-Function Research and Misrepresentations by Covid-19
Vaccine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-function-research-and-
misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-
investigation-gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYI1hGgz0$>

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your candor, and
your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Chris Hill
To: Mark Brugge
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara

Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:26:15 PM

Mark,

Earlier today, you shared with me [in front of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement
officers] that you possess evidence of election fraud that occurred in Collin County in the last election. I told
you [in front of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement officers] that I considered that to be
a very serious allegation, and I also stated that it was the first time I have ever heard you make that
declaration.

Just in case there was any confusion earlier today, let me state it again. This is a very serious allegation. We
are - all of us - working together towards the shared goal of improving election integrity and defending
against election fraud in Collin County. If in fact you possess evidence of election fraud in Collin County, I
expect you to share that evidence with the appropriate authorities.

I am absolutely seeking to understand your intentions and the extent of your knowledge of criminal behavior.
Unless I misunderstand you, it seems that you are now communicating that you promised not to disclose
what you know and/or possess.

Chris Hill

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:09 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Chris 

Your response speaks volumes.
You are not seeking to understand. You're trying to box me in. 

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 6:57 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
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You signed an agreement not to disclose the evidence you have regarding fraud that occurred in Collin
County during the 2022 election?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:19 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you.

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a bully when
you tried to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I am not comfortable about
expressing in public comment. I also felt like you were being dismissive when you refer to being out in left
field. You were not in the office with me and the sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If
the Sheriff had made some comment to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that. The
sheriff has a great deal of responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving to do
the right thing. We all have a role to play.

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room that are
working on different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any assumptions about my
comments other than specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes in regarded
the elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up to a prosecutor, judge,
and jury.  Having stated that there are many different groups of people I'm working with and they don't all
know each other. I don't know all that they are working on as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom.

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort other than me.
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2 congressmen
Luttrell / Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all connected directly or indirectly. We
are at war and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose all this. Such
as doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA, and DEA.

Read article below.
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant colony near
Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-
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business-dismantling<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-
reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-
dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYImi5Mkg$>

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."

Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launch es Investigation into Gain-of-Func tion Research and Mis representations
by Covid-19 Vac cine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-function-
research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-
launches-investigation-gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYI1hGgz0$>

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your candor,
and your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Mark Brugge
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:44:21 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Luke 8:17

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 7:26 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
Mark,

Earlier today, you shared with me [in front of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement officers]
that you possess evidence of election fraud that occurred in Collin County in the last election. I told you [in front
of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement officers] that I considered that to be a very serious
allegation, and I also stated that it was the first time I have ever heard you make that declaration.

Just in case there was any confusion earlier today, let me state it again. This is a very serious allegation. We are -
all of us - working together towards the shared goal of improving election integrity and defending against election
fraud in Collin County. If in fact you possess evidence of election fraud in Collin County, I expect you to share
that evidence with the appropriate authorities.

I am absolutely seeking to understand your intentions and the extent of your knowledge of criminal behavior.
Unless I misunderstand you, it seems that you are now communicating that you promised not to disclose what you
know and/or possess.

Chris Hill

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:09 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Chris

Your response speaks volumes.
You are not seeking to understand. You're trying to box me in.
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On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 6:57 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>> wrote:
You signed an agreement not to disclose the evidence you have regarding fraud that occurred in Collin County
during the 2022 election?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com<mailto:markbrugge@gmail.com>>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:19 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com<mailto:mgrilz@yahoo.com>;
sayres@ccdfusa.com<mailto:sayres@ccdfusa.com>; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com<mailto:patriotlwbm@gmail.com>; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you.

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a bully when you tried
to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I am not comfortable about expressing in
public comment. I also felt like you were being dismissive when you refer to being out in left field. You were not
in the office with me and the sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If the Sheriff had made some
comment to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that. The sheriff has a great deal of
responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving to do the right thing. We all have a
role to play.

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room that are working on
different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any assumptions about my comments other than
specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes in regarded the
elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up to a prosecutor, judge, and jury. 
Having stated that there are many different groups of people I'm working with and they don't all know each other.
I don't know all that they are working on as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom.

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort other than me.
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2 congressmen Luttrell /
Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all connected directly or indirectly. We are at war
and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose all this. Such as
doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA, and DEA.

Read article below.
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant colony near Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-
dismantling<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-
paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-
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ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZnIz5Kl8$>
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-
his-first-order-business-
dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYImi5Mkg$>

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."

Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launches Investigation into Gain-of-Function Research and Misrepresentations by Covid-19
Vaccine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-function-research-and-
misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-
investigation-gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-
ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZg5o4g8M$>
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-
gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYI1hGgz0$>

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>
<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>>> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your candor, and
your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Mark Brugge
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak; patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: Follow Up
Date: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:44:21 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Luke 8:17

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 7:26 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us> wrote:
Mark,

Earlier today, you shared with me [in front of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement officers]
that you possess evidence of election fraud that occurred in Collin County in the last election. I told you [in front
of a room full of witnesses, including three law enforcement officers] that I considered that to be a very serious
allegation, and I also stated that it was the first time I have ever heard you make that declaration.

Just in case there was any confusion earlier today, let me state it again. This is a very serious allegation. We are -
all of us - working together towards the shared goal of improving election integrity and defending against election
fraud in Collin County. If in fact you possess evidence of election fraud in Collin County, I expect you to share
that evidence with the appropriate authorities.

I am absolutely seeking to understand your intentions and the extent of your knowledge of criminal behavior.
Unless I misunderstand you, it seems that you are now communicating that you promised not to disclose what you
know and/or possess.

Chris Hill

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 7:09 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com; sayres@ccdfusa.com; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Chris

Your response speaks volumes.
You are not seeking to understand. You're trying to box me in.
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On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 6:57 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>> wrote:
You signed an agreement not to disclose the evidence you have regarding fraud that occurred in Collin County
during the 2022 election?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com<mailto:markbrugge@gmail.com>>
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 6:19 PM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom; Mike Grilz; mgrilz@yahoo.com<mailto:mgrilz@yahoo.com>;
sayres@ccdfusa.com<mailto:sayres@ccdfusa.com>; Avis Novak;
patriotlwbm@gmail.com<mailto:patriotlwbm@gmail.com>; Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Follow Up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you.

I felt many of your comments and suggestions were helpful. However you came across like a bully when you tried
to get me to commit to testifying in public comments about facts that I am not comfortable about expressing in
public comment. I also felt like you were being dismissive when you refer to being out in left field. You were not
in the office with me and the sheriff in a few other officials/ experts/ witnesses ECT. If the Sheriff had made some
comment to you that led you to make this comment, I cannot speak to that. The sheriff has a great deal of
responsibility and competing interest. I believe the sheriff is always striving to do the right thing. We all have a
role to play.

In regards to our conversation about laws being broken. There are many people in that room that are working on
different projects both collectively and separately. Do not make any assumptions about my comments other than
specifically what I stated.
I personally have witnessed evidence that I believe would stand up in a court of law of crimes in regarded the
elections. Whether or not someone has committed a crime that decision is up to a prosecutor, judge, and jury. 
Having stated that there are many different groups of people I'm working with and they don't all know each other.
I don't know all that they are working on as well.
Some of us may have signed NDAs.
This is much bigger than just me or Citizens Defending Freedom.

One example is exposing Colony Ridge. Nobody in court today was involved in this effort other than me.
See attached picture. I took helicopter rides  along with Ann Vandersteel, Michael Yon, 2 congressmen Luttrell /
Babin and along with others including a local sheriff. This is all connected directly or indirectly. We are at war
and "the enemy is inside the gate."

There are people with inside the government and outside the government working to expose all this. Such as
doctors, scientists, former agents of three letter agencies such as the FBI, CIA, and DEA.

Read article below.
TX AG Ken Paxton is back and his first order of business is dismantling illegal immigrant colony near Houston.

https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-
dismantling<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-
paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000083
A IC A 
PVERSIGHT 

mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us
mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us
mailto:markbrugge@gmail.com
mailto:markbrugge@gmail.com
mailto:mgrilz@yahoo.com
mailto:mgrilz@yahoo.com
mailto:sayres@ccdfusa.com
mailto:sayres@ccdfusa.com
mailto:patriotlwbm@gmail.com
mailto:patriotlwbm@gmail.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!iL1yhjKd15wBnBDJknFFVEdrUeiJq9AoShKsvR-8HGha6_51CwnmXWsXmkeJ9q6LxeH1w2U0DaI5TMqIkP5Z3FU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!iL1yhjKd15wBnBDJknFFVEdrUeiJq9AoShKsvR-8HGha6_51CwnmXWsXmkeJ9q6LxeH1w2U0DaI5TMqIkP5Z3FU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZnIz5Kl8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-his-first-order-business-dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZnIz5Kl8$


ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZnIz5Kl8$>
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://justthenews.com/podcasts/john-solomon-reports/tx-ag-ken-paxton-back-and-
his-first-order-business-
dismantling__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYImi5Mkg$>

What may appear to be "out in left field" maybe come crystal clear in the not so distant future.

"The vaccines are safe and effective."

Consumer Protection/Scams
Paxton Launches Investigation into Gain-of-Function Research and Misrepresentations by Covid-19
Vaccine Manufacturers

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-gain-function-research-and-
misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-
investigation-gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kgOv7fjnhXNXHwsUFAz-
ro_DEQcEKzPeor0SOo4NN97X_vbm_zj5XD6AJyGFXxejBVwgLSMSMk7GjobZg5o4g8M$>
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/paxton-launches-investigation-
gain-function-research-and-misrepresentations-covid-19-
vaccine__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!nHHM4n631tka_OByVmYplu1QZ62h5yIoWctqKDONwLVYRWrjKycYq6670_-
i1btoe8S_Kii6iXJAhrNYI1hGgz0$>

Are you running for another elected office in 2024 other than County judge?

On Mon, Oct 2, 2023, 4:50 PM Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>
<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us<mailto:chill@co.collin.tx.us>>> wrote:
Thank you all for taking the time to stay after court today and visit. I appreciate your feedback, your candor, and
your leadership on this issue.

Here are some articles that intersect well with our conversation today.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Friday meeting/info requested
Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 2:02:01 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Thank you!!

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 1:00 PM
To: Chris Hill
Subject: Friday meeting/info requested
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good Afternoon Judge Hill,

Thank you for a productive meeting with Debbie and me on Friday.  We are following up with Bruce and will let you know
what we find out.

I also want to follow up with the information you asked for regarding the sexually explicit books in Plano ISD and a few board
meeting time/dates across the county. 

The following link will take you to the Plano ISD website where they post book challenges and their decision regarding each
book. I believe all but 2 on this list were challenged all at once by a group of Plano ISD parents on May 5, 2023.  

The good news since the school board met last Tuesday, you will see that several decisions to "retain" some of the books have
now been "updated" to say "Deselected: Collection Maintenance." While we need to clarify with the district what that means
and why they wouldn't just change to say "removed," we are hopeful this means they are starting to re-think their original
decision to keep them. 
Here is the link:
https://www.pisd.edu/Page/30136

I've attached a copy of a screenshot from this same page that was taken on the night of Monday, Oct. 2 that shows there have
been changes since the school board meeting. (you can Ignore the highlights as those were just for internal use)

Additionally, you asked for dates of a few upcoming school board meetings:

McKinney - Oct. 23 and Nov. 13 @ 6pm 
If you'd like to sign up to speak, visit this link by Noon the day of the meeting and register to
speak: https://www.mckinneyisd.net/about-misd/board-of-trustees/board-meeting-schedule/ You cannot sign up when you
get there.

Frisco - Oct. 10 and Nov. 13 @ 6:30pm
You can sign up to speak on arrival but must be before the meeting starts at 6:30pm

Plano - Nov. 8 and Dec. 12, start time varies each month but usually starts at either 5:30 or 6pm. 
To speak you must sign up an hour before the meeting starts but since that changes from month to month, I recommend
signing up no later than 4pm using this
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link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_QJA33sXEcf92eOFF4kDsfLFUDcA7_AWA7kMPpqiezRTgqw/closedform. You
cannot sign up to speak when you arrive, despite their website saying that you can.

Plano ISD Board Meetings – Public Comment
Sign-Up
The Plano ISD Board of Trustees values citizen participation through public
comment at board meetings. Public comment is governed by district Policy
BED(LOCAL). View School Board Meeting
Schedule: www.pisd.edu/boardmeetings

docs.google.com

If you need anything else on this topic, please let us know.
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:42:33 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,
I wanted to follow up with all of you about the L&A report and our election divisions suggestions.   These reports were sent 02/19 and a final version sent 03/21.  Obviously, we have 2
elections coming up in May, the Runoff and the Municipal races, and this is important to address before those take place.  

Some of our observations can be considered critical security issues like the same password being used throughout the county for tabulators, ballot marking devices, and the tabulation
room scanners.  We are aware this password has been used for years in Collin County and it is the default password used in multiple counties throughout the United States. Elections are
considered critical infrastructure, and this should be an urgent priority to changing immediately.  Hopefully, this has been done or is being addressed currently. 

If you have made any changes using the suggestion in our report, can you follow up with us and let us know or we will be happy to meet with you.  If you haven't made changes yet, please
let us know when those may be done for the May elections coming up.

We look forward to working alongside you to protect our elections. 
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response. I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence! Thank you for pointing this out.
I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16. Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here. If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
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Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email
defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious
activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:42:33 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,
I wanted to follow up with all of you about the L&A report and our election divisions suggestions.   These reports were sent 02/19 and a final version sent 03/21.  Obviously, we have 2
elections coming up in May, the Runoff and the Municipal races, and this is important to address before those take place.  

Some of our observations can be considered critical security issues like the same password being used throughout the county for tabulators, ballot marking devices, and the tabulation
room scanners.  We are aware this password has been used for years in Collin County and it is the default password used in multiple counties throughout the United States. Elections are
considered critical infrastructure, and this should be an urgent priority to changing immediately.  Hopefully, this has been done or is being addressed currently. 

If you have made any changes using the suggestion in our report, can you follow up with us and let us know or we will be happy to meet with you.  If you haven't made changes yet, please
let us know when those may be done for the May elections coming up.

We look forward to working alongside you to protect our elections. 
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response. I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence! Thank you for pointing this out.
I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16. Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here. If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!iIxfvNktdujjKtI8PcDUFg0Hbmg3uMXAfu6FLi19QBoqNBZR6vD3U8dk7w09NSOpx-
PHAqEZCEJrBqI7dQzSb0Q$%3E
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From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
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rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email
defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious
activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:42:34 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,
I wanted to follow up with all of you about the L&A report and our election divisions suggestions.   These reports were sent 02/19 and a final version sent 03/21.  Obviously, we have 2
elections coming up in May, the Runoff and the Municipal races, and this is important to address before those take place.  

Some of our observations can be considered critical security issues like the same password being used throughout the county for tabulators, ballot marking devices, and the tabulation
room scanners.  We are aware this password has been used for years in Collin County and it is the default password used in multiple counties throughout the United States. Elections are
considered critical infrastructure, and this should be an urgent priority to changing immediately.  Hopefully, this has been done or is being addressed currently. 

If you have made any changes using the suggestion in our report, can you follow up with us and let us know or we will be happy to meet with you.  If you haven't made changes yet, please
let us know when those may be done for the May elections coming up.

We look forward to working alongside you to protect our elections. 
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response. I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence! Thank you for pointing this out.
I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16. Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here. If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
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PHAqEZCEJrBqI7dQzSb0Q$%3E

________________________________

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000091

ICITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

A\11 IC A 
PVERSIGHT 

mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JAMES SKINNERE3D
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BILYEUBILL
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BRUCE SHERBETB17
mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!jPgnHk4k58VGIWbqIi2meLXpOq61KBc-sqF9BHyISUsfKD0oVFpEqwfM7SQU9jOfl8T8AQMjcNlw_23F0MOg1Nc$



From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email
defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious
activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:42:34 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,
I wanted to follow up with all of you about the L&A report and our election divisions suggestions.   These reports were sent 02/19 and a final version sent 03/21.  Obviously, we have 2
elections coming up in May, the Runoff and the Municipal races, and this is important to address before those take place.  

Some of our observations can be considered critical security issues like the same password being used throughout the county for tabulators, ballot marking devices, and the tabulation
room scanners.  We are aware this password has been used for years in Collin County and it is the default password used in multiple counties throughout the United States. Elections are
considered critical infrastructure, and this should be an urgent priority to changing immediately.  Hopefully, this has been done or is being addressed currently. 

If you have made any changes using the suggestion in our report, can you follow up with us and let us know or we will be happy to meet with you.  If you haven't made changes yet, please
let us know when those may be done for the May elections coming up.

We look forward to working alongside you to protect our elections. 
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response. I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence! Thank you for pointing this out.
I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16. Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here. If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
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From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
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rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email
defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious
activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49:43 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17
pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are you communicating that
you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do
not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the
Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations. With this in mind, I can not
provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included
Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and we discussed yesterday that you did not include
him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,
Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on
02/19/2024.  We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning.  

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000095
A IC A 
PVERSIGHT 
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mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BILYEUBILL



The No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the
Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that
addresses vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report).   Barry Wernick on
X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at
risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to
address the concerns we brought to your attention?   

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000096
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:54:56 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Final LogicandAccuracyReport-240321.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response.  I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence!  Thank you for pointing this out.
 I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16.  Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here.   If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.  
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE
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TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING 
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https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2022-30.shtml

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf
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COLLIN’S LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST VS. OTHER LARGE 
COUNTIES 


 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES YES UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES YES NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 
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THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 
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BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
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UPDATES 03/21/24 
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Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:54:56 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Final LogicandAccuracyReport-240321.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response.  I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence!  Thank you for pointing this out.
 I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16.  Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here.   If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.  
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000099

ICITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

A\11 IC A 
PVERSIGHT 

mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JAMES SKINNERE3D
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BILYEUBILL
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BRUCE SHERBETB17
mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!gPNdWrLTVAJ2mRBi3BhhbKUv9mlBmsq2MEtV2zYTmyoQ-lz_8pzlHgtQR9VFMLxf4EWwbWwvbWygPFdpxRnDRJa7R1nWcQ$




1 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


Original report sent to Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner on 
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WHAT IS A LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST? .................................................................................................................. 3 


TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING ................................................................................. 4 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES ................................................................................................................................ 7 


FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT ....................................................................................................... 8 
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TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING 
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COLLIN’S LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST VS. OTHER LARGE 
COUNTIES 


 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES YES UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES YES NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 


 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 







9 
 







10 
 







11 
 







12 
 


 







13 
 


THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 
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BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
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Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:54:57 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Final LogicandAccuracyReport-240321.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response.  I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence!  Thank you for pointing this out.
 I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16.  Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here.   If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.  
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000101

ICITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

A\11 IC A 
PVERSIGHT 

mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JAMES SKINNERE3D
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BILYEUBILL
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BRUCE SHERBETB17
mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!iIxfvNktdujjKtI8PcDUFg0Hbmg3uMXAfu6FLi19QBoqNBZR6vD3U8dk7w09NSOpx-PHAqEZCEJrBqI7dQzSb0Q$
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TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=51.002
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https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2022-30.shtml

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf
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COLLIN’S LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST VS. OTHER LARGE 
COUNTIES 


 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES YES UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES YES NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 


 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 







9 
 







10 
 







11 
 







12 
 


 







13 
 


THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 


 


 


 


 


 







14 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


9.  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







15 
 


BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
 


1. 


2. 


 


 







16 
 


UPDATES 03/21/24 
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https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?s=46
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Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000102VERSIGHT 



From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:54:57 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Final LogicandAccuracyReport-240321.pdf

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response.  I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence!  Thank you for pointing this out.
 I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same,
except; for the additional information included on page 16.  Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here.   If you think there are others who
would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.  
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages), or are
you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections operations.
With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet on this email, and
we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find concerning. The
No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to watch that addresses
vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S vulnerabilities at yesterday's
March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity #WeThePeopleCount
#LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000103
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Original report sent to Judge Hill and Sheriff Skinner on 


02/16/2024 


Updated file with new info sent on 03/21/2024 
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Contents 
WHAT IS A LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST? .................................................................................................................. 3 


TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING ................................................................................. 4 


COLLIN’S LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST VS. OTHER LARGE COUNTIES ....................................................................... 6 


FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES ................................................................................................................................ 7 


FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT ....................................................................................................... 8 


THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. So what can we do to improve this test? ....................... 13 
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4 
 


TEXAS LAW GOVERNING THE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=51.002





5 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


1. 


2. 


   



https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/laws/advisory2022-30.shtml

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/seminar/2023/41st/logic-and-accuracy-testing.pdf
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COLLIN’S LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST VS. OTHER LARGE 
COUNTIES 


 


County Harris Tarrant Collin 
Multi-day L&A Test YES YES NO – lasted 6 hours 
Test each ballot 
style/precinct  


YES YES UNKNOWN 


Batches tested as 
Absentee, Early, and 
Election Day 


YES YES NO – Only Election Day 
simulation 


Percentage of 
machines tested 


UNKNOWN 100% * 
(normally 10%) 


5 / 183 = 3.6% for this 
election 


Tested machines 
deployed? 


YES YES NO – put back in storage 
after testing 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- POSITIVES 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2024- AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
This section provides observations during the Collin County L&A test and includes the issue, the observation, and a 
comment on each item. 
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THE CURRENT LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST IS INADEQUATE. 
So what can we do to improve this test? 
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BOTTOM LINE Of WHAT NEEDS TO BE FIXED IMMEDIATELY 
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UPDATES 03/21/24 
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https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?s=46
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Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:49:56 AM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Thank you, Tara.
Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:42 AM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning,
I wanted to follow up with all of you about the L&A report and our election divisions suggestions.   These reports were sent 02/19 and a final version sent
03/21.  Obviously, we have 2 elections coming up in May, the Runoff and the Municipal races, and this is important to address before those take place.  

Some of our observations can be considered critical security issues like the same password being used throughout the county for tabulators, ballot marking
devices, and the tabulation room scanners.  We are aware this password has been used for years in Collin County and it is the default password used in multiple
counties throughout the United States. Elections are considered critical infrastructure, and this should be an urgent priority to changing immediately.
 Hopefully, this has been done or is being addressed currently. 

If you have made any changes using the suggestion in our report, can you follow up with us and let us know or we will be happy to meet with you.  If you
haven't made changes yet, please let us know when those may be done for the May elections coming up.

We look forward to working alongside you to protect our elections. 
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000105
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Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response. I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence! Thank you for pointing
this out. I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content
is the same, except; for the additional information included on page 16. Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here. If you think there are others
who would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!iIxfvNktdujjKtI8PcDUFg0Hbmg3uMXAfu6FLi19QBoqNBZR6vD3U8dk7w09NSOpx-
PHAqEZCEJrBqI7dQzSb0Q$%3E

________________________________
From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up

Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages),
or are you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or
attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections
operations. With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet
on this email, and we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find
concerning. The No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to
watch that addresses vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S
vulnerabilities at yesterday's March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity
#WeThePeopleCount #LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000106
AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 



Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast
integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small
organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates
email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from
malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 3:13:41 PM
Attachments: Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Thank you, Tara.

I have received your updated version. Thank you for the clarification, and thank you for copying Mr. Sherbet on this email.

Chris

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:53 PM
To: Chris Hill; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: James Skinner; Bill Bilyeu; Bruce Sherbet
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Thank you, Judge Hill, for your response.  I have attached the Final Copy of the report to this email, which I failed to do so in my previous correspondence!
 Thank you for pointing this out.  I talked to Debbie and the Preliminary Report you were given did have additional pages, but due to formatting changes it made
it shorter in the Final Copy, but the content is the same, except; for the additional information included on page 16.  Hopefully, this helps clarify.

As it pertains to who received this report, I'm happy to include Bruce Sherbert in this correspondence and he will receive the Final Report copy here.   If you
think there are others who would be helpful in reading this report and in guiding changes, please let me know and I can forward to them as well.  
We hope to receive an update once everyone has read the report.

Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: James Skinner <sheriffskinner@co.collin.tx.us>; Bill Bilyeu <bbilyeu@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: Re: L&A Report Follow up
 
Hello, Tara and Debbie.

Thank you for your follow-up.

I'm not entirely certain of your meaning so I am responding to clarify.

You mentioned that "we have added a page (16) at the end of the Report." Your original report was 17 pages. Are you simply referring to the original page 16 (of 17 total pages),
or are you communicating that you have added an additional page (i.e., a new page 16), bringing the total to 18 pages? If the latter, I do not have any additional pages or
attachments.

Also, I want to remind you that I have no operational control over the Elections Office. As you know, the Elections Administrator is the statutory authority over all elections
operations. With this in mind, I can not provide a status report on action steps taken in the Elections Office. I see that you have not included Elections Administrator Bruce Sherbet
on this email, and we discussed yesterday that you did not include him on the original email (sent February 19) either.

Thank you for taking the initiative to submit your feedback and to follow up.

Sincerely,

Chris
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Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 1:02 PM
To: Chris Hill; James Skinner
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: L&A Report Follow up

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Judge Hill and Sherriff Skinner,

I wanted to reach out again about the L&A Report sent to you both by Debbie Lindstrom on 02/19/2024. We have added a page (16) at the end of the Report that we find
concerning. The No. 3 is so concerning that it needs to be addressed immediately and before the Municipal Race May 07, 2024 (I have included a 4-minute video below for you to
watch that addresses vulnerabilities and security issues that we did put in the report). Barry Wernick on X: " BREAKING NEWS  Rick Weible presents new evidence of ES&S
vulnerabilities at yesterday's March 19, 2024 Brookings County Commission Meeting. Now it's public record. Is his life at risk? He seems to think so. #ElectionIntegrity
#WeThePeopleCount #LimitGovernmentNotPeople<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/wernick4dallas/status/1770479030795399592?
s=46__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-rMfk0VVNm0$%3E

Could we get a follow-up on what improvements have been made and the steps taken to address the concerns we brought to your attention?

Respectfully,

TARA SCHULTE

Executive Director

Collin County, Texas

214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com<mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com>

[Icon Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!hIFjXcKlXLkIENL7cjE__OEgdcb1kzg3K3fuwhflE8v0Z_LBfZfmG0Ok5qMP90QbOm16j94plAei-
rMfEVKVbyM$%3E

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates
email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from
malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Kaleb Breaux; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Local Port Security
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 1:38:55 PM
Attachments: image005.png

Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Kaleb,

I wanted to respond to your reply personally.  I was hopeful that at the Logic and Accuracy
Test that the "security test" our cyber experts asked us to request was something that would
be easy and unopposed as long as it did not disrupt or include using the voting machines.  I'm
still assured that transparency is something we all would welcome in the name of "Election
Integrity."   

I sent your response to our cyber expert and this is his reply to you and the IT department:

"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a permanently open
backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so that is a potentially dangerous
vulnerability. 

The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this permanently open
backdoor, so it is very important that you find out and make public all details.  Then computer
experts can judge the degree of risk.

Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county is hiding something,
which you should be eager to dispel by being completely transparent and forthcoming.

To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the following two URLs into
a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a time:  
        http://127.0.0.1:16992
        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html

If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the Intel Active Management
Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel ME log showing all history, including all IP
addresses and MAC addresses communicated with.

If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement that “our servers are air-
gapped and not communicating with any outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.
 On the other hand, if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be
required.
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Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you demonstrate that this
permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do not want the public to have to keep asking
what the county is trying to hide.

We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter."

Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view then our expert.  I would like
to ask what is the issue with doing the test?  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 9:35 AM
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Local Port Security
 
Good morning Debbie,
 
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief security officer in our IT
department to discuss your request. He explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or
loopback address that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When we
researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found information that this port
referenced an Intel chipset. Our security officer told me that even if this device was communicating
with itself through this port number, that performing this task would be completely irrelevant
because our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any outside network.
 
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our security officer, we felt that
performing this task, which would be logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our
opinions will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this matter.
 
Respectfully,
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Kaleb Breaux
Deputy Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
Phone: 972-547-1904
Fax: 972-547-1995
https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections

 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:45 AM
To: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Local Port Security
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Kaleb,
 
I wanted to circle back to see if you had talked to the IT department about the Intel
Management Engine test for security.  
 
 Specifically, I was asking to open up the browser and have someone from your office type
in each of the following strings one at a time into the web browser.  
 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html
 
Can you please give me an update on their response?
 
 Also can you let me know if Tara and I can be available when they run the test?  
 
 As stated last week, the purpose is just to ensure that there is no open door there, and if there
is, that it is closed immediately.
 
Thanks
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Kaleb Breaux; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Local Port Security
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 1:38:55 PM
Attachments: image005.png
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***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Kaleb,

I wanted to respond to your reply personally.  I was hopeful that at the Logic and Accuracy
Test that the "security test" our cyber experts asked us to request was something that would
be easy and unopposed as long as it did not disrupt or include using the voting machines.  I'm
still assured that transparency is something we all would welcome in the name of "Election
Integrity."   

I sent your response to our cyber expert and this is his reply to you and the IT department:

"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a permanently open
backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so that is a potentially dangerous
vulnerability. 

The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this permanently open
backdoor, so it is very important that you find out and make public all details.  Then computer
experts can judge the degree of risk.

Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county is hiding something,
which you should be eager to dispel by being completely transparent and forthcoming.

To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the following two URLs into
a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a time:  
        http://127.0.0.1:16992
        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html

If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the Intel Active Management
Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel ME log showing all history, including all IP
addresses and MAC addresses communicated with.

If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement that “our servers are air-
gapped and not communicating with any outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.
 On the other hand, if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be
required.
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Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you demonstrate that this
permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do not want the public to have to keep asking
what the county is trying to hide.

We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter."

Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view then our expert.  I would like
to ask what is the issue with doing the test?  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 9:35 AM
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Local Port Security
 
Good morning Debbie,
 
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief security officer in our IT
department to discuss your request. He explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or
loopback address that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When we
researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found information that this port
referenced an Intel chipset. Our security officer told me that even if this device was communicating
with itself through this port number, that performing this task would be completely irrelevant
because our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any outside network.
 
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our security officer, we felt that
performing this task, which would be logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our
opinions will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this matter.
 
Respectfully,
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Kaleb Breaux
Deputy Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
Phone: 972-547-1904
Fax: 972-547-1995
https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections

 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:45 AM
To: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Local Port Security
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Kaleb,
 
I wanted to circle back to see if you had talked to the IT department about the Intel
Management Engine test for security.  
 
 Specifically, I was asking to open up the browser and have someone from your office type
in each of the following strings one at a time into the web browser.  
 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html
 
Can you please give me an update on their response?
 
 Also can you let me know if Tara and I can be available when they run the test?  
 
 As stated last week, the purpose is just to ensure that there is no open door there, and if there
is, that it is closed immediately.
 
Thanks
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

 
 

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000116

ICITIZ:ENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

VERSIGHT 

https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/127.0.0.1:16992/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kPtWSvxNL4QMbSAaIQRZW85GPfMoRn8Hu5AYFitjavM2P2rsV0UjE1ebUgApBFqDZPdahzhwc4tJ3_ESKDGAju8PpMk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/127.0.0.1:16992/start.html__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kPtWSvxNL4QMbSAaIQRZW85GPfMoRn8Hu5AYFitjavM2P2rsV0UjE1ebUgApBFqDZPdahzhwc4tJ3_ESKDGAVwFYgow$
mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!kPtWSvxNL4QMbSAaIQRZW85GPfMoRn8Hu5AYFitjavM2P2rsV0UjE1ebUgApBFqDZPdahzhwc4tJ3_ESKDGAEhSNwQ8$


 
 
 

External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000117VERSIGHT 



From: Tara Schulte
To: Kaleb Breaux; Debbie Lindstrom
Cc: Bruce Sherbet; Chris Hill
Subject: Re: Local Port Security
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 1:38:54 PM
Attachments: image005.png

Outlook-Icon Desc.png

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Kaleb,

I wanted to respond to your reply personally.  I was hopeful that at the Logic and Accuracy
Test that the "security test" our cyber experts asked us to request was something that would
be easy and unopposed as long as it did not disrupt or include using the voting machines.  I'm
still assured that transparency is something we all would welcome in the name of "Election
Integrity."   

I sent your response to our cyber expert and this is his reply to you and the IT department:

"Computer experts confirm that the Intel Management Engine (ME) is a permanently open
backdoor for out-of-band access to the computer, so that is a potentially dangerous
vulnerability. 

The public needs to know how concerned they should be about this permanently open
backdoor, so it is very important that you find out and make public all details.  Then computer
experts can judge the degree of risk.

Otherwise, this will be a lingering and growing concern that the county is hiding something,
which you should be eager to dispel by being completely transparent and forthcoming.

To assuage this concern, please furnish screenshots after entering the following two URLs into
a web browser which accepts HTTP, one at a time:  
        http://127.0.0.1:16992
        http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html

If the screenshots indicate that the Intel ME is present, then use the Intel Active Management
Technology (AMT) tools to export the Intel ME log showing all history, including all IP
addresses and MAC addresses communicated with.

If this log shows no network activity, that will confirm your statement that “our servers are air-
gapped and not communicating with any outside network,” so you should be eager to do so.
 On the other hand, if the log shows any network activity, then further investigation will be
required.
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Only by being completely transparent and forthcoming can you demonstrate that this
permanently open backdoor is not a risk.  You do not want the public to have to keep asking
what the county is trying to hide.

We look forward to your prompt attention to this matter."

Obviously, the Elections IT department may have a different view then our expert.  I would like
to ask what is the issue with doing the test?  
Respectfully,
TARA SCHULTE
Executive Director
Collin County, Texas
214-448-4519 | tschulte@ccdfusa.com

From: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 9:35 AM
To: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>; Bruce Sherbet <bsherbet@co.collin.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Local Port Security
 
Good morning Debbie,
 
Following the Public Logic and Accuracy Test I reached out to our chief security officer in our IT
department to discuss your request. He explained to me that the 127.0.0.1 was a localhost or
loopback address that would allow the computer to only talk and respond to itself. When we
researched the port number that you provided (16992), we found information that this port
referenced an Intel chipset. Our security officer told me that even if this device was communicating
with itself through this port number, that performing this task would be completely irrelevant
because our servers are air-gapped and not communicating with any outside network.
 
After talking this over with Bruce, and further discussing this with our security officer, we felt that
performing this task, which would be logged as an event on our server, is not necessary. I know our
opinions will more than likely differ here, but this is where we stand on this matter.
 
Respectfully,
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Kaleb Breaux
Deputy Elections Administrator
Collin County Elections
Phone: 972-547-1904
Fax: 972-547-1995
https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections

 
From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:45 AM
To: Kaleb Breaux <kbreaux@co.collin.tx.us>
Cc: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Local Port Security
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

 
Kaleb,
 
I wanted to circle back to see if you had talked to the IT department about the Intel
Management Engine test for security.  
 
 Specifically, I was asking to open up the browser and have someone from your office type
in each of the following strings one at a time into the web browser.  
 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992 
               http://127.0.0.1:16992/start.html
 
Can you please give me an update on their response?
 
 Also can you let me know if Tara and I can be available when they run the test?  
 
 As stated last week, the purpose is just to ensure that there is no open door there, and if there
is, that it is closed immediately.
 
Thanks
Debbie
 
 
DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Tara Schulte
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Meeting
Date: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 5:59:35 PM

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

That will work!  See you then.
Tara

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Chris Hill <chill@co.collin.tx.us>
Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 4:50:20 PM
To: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Subject: Re: Meeting
 
I'm available this Friday (10/6) from 10:30-11:30am. Will that work for you?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

________________________________
From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 10:47 AM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Meeting

***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning, Judge Hill,
Wanted to confirm a date on our schedule to have a follow up with you on the August 28th motions and CDF list.

Thursday before 3:00 or Friday morning we are available.  If your schedule is full this week please send me a couple of dates for next week that work best for you.

Respectfully,
Tara Schulte

Get Outlook for iOS<https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2Fo0ukef__%3B!!L1Y81IBwd6k!lSG_Jcnf6TmP9_P5hxgUGLZ4jreTEYraZAjFFDCKL1pAdzjKvYiv0VHjrzur9YrPl_2oh0tAVnTvWr68_8FjzLU%24&data=05%7C01%7Ctschulte%40ccdfusa.com%7C9e315b4854124f91b64e08dbc523ebcc%7C3bab2bc795644588bc8ea23e6f45e2ad%7C0%7C0%7C638320530303395154%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iuifDji252uAasy3hp55ibkBo4Qda0Ae4qqfpOjgkiM%3D&reserved=0>
External Message - Please be cautious when opening links or attachments in this email
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From: Chris Hill
To: Tara Schulte
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Re: Meeting
Date: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 4:50:20 PM

I'm available this Friday (10/6) from 10:30-11:30am. Will that work for you?

Chris Hill
CPA CIA CGMA CFE MBA MSA MA
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Tara Schulte <tschulte@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 10:47 AM
To: Chris Hill
Cc: Debbie Lindstrom
Subject: Meeting
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning, Judge Hill,
Wanted to confirm a date on our schedule to have a follow up with you on the August 28th motions and
CDF list.

Thursday before 3:00 or Friday morning we are available.  If your schedule is full this week please send
me a couple of dates for next week that work best for you.

Respectfully,
Tara Schulte 

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Darrell Hale
To: Mark Brugge
Subject: Re: Newsom signs law to limit counting ballots spurred by Shasta County | We are winning.
Date: Thursday, October 5, 2023 8:55:12 AM

So your movement helped to get a law created to bar hand counting?  

---------------
Darrell Hale
County Commissioner, Pct. 3
214-471-3584

From: Mark Brugge <markbrugge@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 5, 2023 8:28:33 AM
To: chill@collincountytx.gov <chill@collincountytx.gov>; sfletcher@collincountytx.gov
<sfletcher@collincountytx.gov>; cdwilliams@collincountytx.gov <cdwilliams@collincountytx.gov>;
dhale@collincountytx.gov <dhale@collincountytx.gov>; jdwebb@collincountytx.gov
<jdwebb@collincountytx.gov>; sheriffskinner@collincountytx.gov
<sheriffskinner@collincountytx.gov>; Sheriff Greg Capers <greg.capers@co.san-jacinto.tx.us>
Subject: Newsom signs law to limit counting ballots spurred by Shasta County | We are winning.
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

This law was past because of a grassroot movement and Dr. Frank's work. 

https://www.redding.com/story/news/local/2023/10/04/gov-newsom-signs-bill-to-essentially-
ban-hand-counts-in-elections/71065022007/ 
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From: Chris Hill
To: Debbie Lindstrom; Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Re: Sequentially Numbered Ballots
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024 11:23:46 AM
Attachments: image.png

Outlook-Icon Desc.png

Debbie,

Thank you for your email.

Mr. Sherbet recently confirmed that he has over 1,000,000 blank ballots in inventory, which will be
sufficient for the remaining 2024 elections. Before Mr. Sherbet orders new ballots, he will include an
increase in funding for pre-numbered ballots in his next budget submission. I have pledged that I will
support this budget request and will support the shift to -pre-numbered paper ballots.

Chris Hill

Chris Hill
Collin County Judge
2300 Bloomdale Road
McKinney, Texas 75071
O (972) 548-4632
M (214) 449-5377

From: Debbie Lindstrom <dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 4, 2024 11:04 AM
To: Chris Hill; Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Sequentially Numbered Ballots
 
***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning, Bruce and Chris,
CC: Tara

I just got off the phone with Tara after we saw this article from Texas Scorecard
Tarrant County Election Board Votes to Use Pre-numbered Ballots - Texas Scorecard

At the end of the article, it mentions that Collin County officials confirmed that they intend to
move to pre-numbered ballots in 2025.  

We would love to be able to announce to our citizens what was discussed in this email
exchange with Bruce from Oct 2023 since the citizens want this change for the Nov 2024
General.  
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Chris, the last time we spoke (March 20) , you said you were going to
check into the logistics for this.

We would like an update on how to make this happen for November 2024.

Also, I see that Tara sent an email on the L&A report, but we have not
received an update from Bruce yet and would like one.  

Thank you,
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c. Judge Hill indicated that you might 

need more funding to procure the 

preprinted ballots. We would be 

happy to advocate for this in the 

commissioners' court if necessary. 

Just let us know how we can help 

make this happen. I have an inventory 

of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock 

that I will be using in the upcoming 

elections. I will include in my FY2025 

budget, for commissioners court 

consideration and approval, the option of 

changing to pre-numbered ballots in future 

elections. I am still committed that our 

current method of numbering ballots is the 

ost secure and auditable method but if the 

commissioners court wants to approve the 

additional $100,000 plus each year for the 

re-numbering method that will be 

·mplemented starting with the November 

2024 general election. 



DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
 

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000127

HCITIZENS 
DEFENDING 
FREEDOM 

ERSIGHT 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://citizensdefendingfreedom.com/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!gmcWmgI7csy3hYmoW4eJabWNd6OgAHAhnYJxAM0AaHfAiE7TaKx6l4mXieYCt_LqnBvx_yYmEEM8p-S4vyciFmHhYg$


From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Sequentially Numbered Ballots
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024 11:04:47 AM
Attachments: image.png
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***** WARNING: External Email. Do not click links or open attachments that are unsafe. *****

Good morning, Bruce and Chris,
CC: Tara

I just got off the phone with Tara after we saw this article from Texas Scorecard
Tarrant County Election Board Votes to Use Pre-numbered Ballots - Texas Scorecard

At the end of the article, it mentions that Collin County officials confirmed that they intend to
move to pre-numbered ballots in 2025.  

We would love to be able to announce to our citizens what was discussed in this email
exchange with Bruce from Oct 2023 since the citizens want this change for the Nov 2024
General.  

TX-COLLIN-24-0355-A-000128
A IC A 
PVERSIGHT 

mailto:dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CHRIS HILL7C7
mailto:/O=COLLINC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BRUCE SHERBETB17
mailto:tschulte@ccdfusa.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://texasscorecard.com/local/tarrant-county-election-board-votes-to-use-pre-numbered-ballots/__;!!L1Y81IBwd6k!gmcWmgI7csy3hYmoW4eJabWNd6OgAHAhnYJxAM0AaHfAiE7TaKx6l4mXieYCt_LqnBvx_yYmEEM8p-S4vycSeEFU0g$




Chris, the last time we spoke (March 20) , you said you were going to
check into the logistics for this.

We would like an update on how to make this happen for November 2024.

Also, I see that Tara sent an email on the L&A report, but we have not
received an update from Bruce yet and would like one.  

Thank you,
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c. Judge Hill indicated that you might 

need more funding to procure the 

preprinted ballots. We would be 

happy to advocate for this in the 

commissioners' court if necessary. 

Just let us know how we can help 

make this happen. I have an inventory 

of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock 

that I will be using in the upcoming 

elections. I will include in my FY2025 

budget, for commissioners court 

consideration and approval, the option of 

changing to pre-numbered ballots in future 

elections. I am still committed that our 

current method of numbering ballots is the 

ost secure and auditable method but if the 

commissioners court wants to approve the 

additional $100,000 plus each year for the 

re-numbering method that will be 

·mplemented starting with the November 

2024 general election. 



DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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From: Debbie Lindstrom
To: Chris Hill; Bruce Sherbet
Cc: Tara Schulte
Subject: Sequentially Numbered Ballots
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024 11:04:47 AM
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Good morning, Bruce and Chris,
CC: Tara

I just got off the phone with Tara after we saw this article from Texas Scorecard
Tarrant County Election Board Votes to Use Pre-numbered Ballots - Texas Scorecard

At the end of the article, it mentions that Collin County officials confirmed that they intend to
move to pre-numbered ballots in 2025.  

We would love to be able to announce to our citizens what was discussed in this email
exchange with Bruce from Oct 2023 since the citizens want this change for the Nov 2024
General.  
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Chris, the last time we spoke (March 20) , you said you were going to
check into the logistics for this.

We would like an update on how to make this happen for November 2024.

Also, I see that Tara sent an email on the L&A report, but we have not
received an update from Bruce yet and would like one.  

Thank you,
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c. Judge Hill indicated that you might 

need more funding to procure the 

preprinted ballots. We would be 

happy to advocate for this in the 

commissioners' court if necessary. 

Just let us know how we can help 

make this happen. I have an inventory 

of over 1,000,000 blank ballot card stock 

that I will be using in the upcoming 

elections. I will include in my FY2025 

budget, for commissioners court 

consideration and approval, the option of 

changing to pre-numbered ballots in future 

elections. I am still committed that our 

current method of numbering ballots is the 

ost secure and auditable method but if the 

commissioners court wants to approve the 

additional $100,000 plus each year for the 

re-numbering method that will be 

·mplemented starting with the November 

2024 general election. 



DEBBIE LINDSTROM
Election Division Lead
Collin County,  TX
469-387-5560 | dlindstrom@ccdfusa.com 
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