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Executive Summary

More than 230 officials in eight swing states (Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin) who deny the legitimacy of the 2020 presidential election or 
spread false claims of widespread voter fraud. And they are running for Congress or statewide office 
in 2024, serving as election administrators, or leading state and local Republican Party organizations.  

The 239 “election deniers” cited in this report include:

• 50 Republican congressional candidates running for the U.S. House of Representatives or the U.S. Senate
• 6 Republican candidates running for state executive offices
• 102 sitting state and county election administration officials
• 81 leaders of state and county GOP organizations

Self-appointed groups of Republicans in seven of the eight states referenced here submitted fake Electoral 
College votes for Trump in 2020.

The Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) used a variety of publicly available sources to identify “elec-
tion deniers” in these swing states, including social media profiles, government documents, campaign 
websites, press statements, and news coverage, among others. Research by States United Action, the 
Brennan Center for Justice, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Insurrection Index, Inform-
ing Democracy, American Doom, Votebeat, and Spotlight PA contributed significantly to the identification 
of election deniers. 

For the purposes of CMD’s research, at least one of the following criteria were met in order to designate 
an individual as an election denier:

• Denying that Joe Biden was the legitimate winner of the 2020 presidential election
• Espousing baseless claims or conspiracies about election and voter fraud during the 2020 election or 

subsequent elections
• Refusing to certify election results, or calling on others to refuse to certify, based on unfounded accu-

sations of interference or fraud
• Expressing support for partisan or “forensic” audits of 2020 election results
• Filing or expressing support for litigation aimed at overturning election results
• Participating in or supporting the January 6, 2021, assault on the U.S. Capitol or “Stop the Steal” events, 

including local rallies and the March to Save America rally in Washington, D.C.

While the former president and his allies were ultimately unsuccessful in overturning the 2020 presiden-
tial election, the prevalence of election deniers in key positions of authority—both in the swing states 
mentioned here and elsewhere—raises concerns that Republicans are now far better equipped to disrupt 
certification of the 2024 election results or spread disinformation about voter fraud if Trump doesn’t win. 
In the event of a coordinated Republican effort to subvert the results of the 2024 election, these election 
deniers will undoubtedly play a crucial role in doing so.  

https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors/
https://electiondeniers.org/
https://www.brennancenter.org/series/election-denial-races-election-administration-positions
https://www.citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-investigations/election-certification-under-threat/
https://insurrectionindex.org/
https://www.informingdemocracy.org/research-library/democracy-under-threat
https://www.informingdemocracy.org/research-library/democracy-under-threat
https://www.american-doom.com/
https://www.votebeat.org/election-misinformation/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/march-to-save-america/
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Congressional 
Candidates

Statewide 
Candidates

Election 
Administration 

Officials GOP Officials Total
Arizona 8 1 13 8 30
Georgia 9 0 18 15 42
Michigan 7 0 15 18 40
Nevada 2 0 16 8 26
New Mexico 1 0 3 7 11
North Carolina 7 4 5 7 23
Pennsylvania 10 1 29 9 49
Wisconsin 6 0 3 9 18
Total 50 6 102 81 239
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DENIERS
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Overview

Historically, Arizonans voted Republican in all presidential elections but one between 1952 and 2020. Yet 
given rapid changes in demographics, trends have begun to shift, with voters electing Democrats to both 
of the state’s Senate seats (in 2018 and 2022), along with its first Democratic governor in 16 years (in 2022). 

In 2020 President Biden won the state of Arizona by a narrow margin—initially by as little as 10,000 votes, 
but ultimately, after multiple hand recounts and the infamous Cyber Ninjas “audit,” the margin increased 
to 45,469 votes (or 0.3%). Then Secretary of State Katie Hobbs (a Democrat who has served as governor 
since 2023) certified Biden’s victory on November 30, 2020, confirming that he had won the state’s 11 
Electoral College votes. 

Roughly a dozen people with ties to Arizona have been charged for their roles in the attack on the Cap-
itol—including the ”QAnon Shaman” Jacob Chansley, who was sentenced to more than three years in 
prison. Four members of Congress from Arizona were among the 147 congressional Republicans who 
voted against certifying the 2020 election on January 6, 2021. 

Even though Arizona voters rejected all three election deniers who were running for statewide offices in 
2022—Kari Lake for governor, Mark Finchem for secretary of state, and Abe Hamadeh for attorney gen-
eral—election denialism remains problematic, with more than a third of elected officials serving in the the 
state legislature in that camp.

2020 Election Fallout
Based on the false narrative about voter fraud spread 
by Trump and his allies, election denialism has raged 
on in Arizona since the 2020 election. 

• Key Republicans—including then GOP State Chair 
Kelli Ward—attempted to subvert the results by 
submitting fake Electoral College documents to 
Congress as part of the January 6, 2021 certifi-
cation process. 

• Republican state senators led by then Senate 
President Karen Fann demanded a partisan fo-
rensic “audit” of the results in Maricopa County. 

• Funded by taxpayers to the tune of $5.5 million, 
the audit was primarily conducted by Cyber Ninjas, 
a Florida-based company that has since gone out 
of business but was managed by Trump supporter 
and conspiracy theorist Doug Logan, who was 
also part of a coordinated effort to overturn the 
2020 election results in three other swing states. 

• In the end, the discredited Cyber Ninjas audit in 
Maricopa County failed to surface any evidence 
of systemic fraud, and the results showed that 
Trump lost to Biden by a larger margin than initially 
reported.

• In January 2022, the Maricopa County Elections 
department released a report titled Correcting the 
Record in which it rejected each of the 76 claims 
made by Arizona Senate Republicans regarding 
the 2020 election results. “Despite all evidence to 
the contrary, false allegations continue to persist 
and damage voter confidence,” the report stated.

• In May 2022, Maricopa County elections officials 
rebuked then Attorney General Mark Brnovich (R) 
for issuing a report the previous month as part 
of his campaign for a U.S. Senate seat that was 
“full of false innuendo and misrepresentations” 
about the 2020 election. “When election integrity 
is challenged, we have the collective responsi-
bility to investigate and report our conclusions 

https://www.270towin.com/states/Arizona#:~:text=The%20state%20has%20traditionally%20gone,won%20the%20state%20by%200.3%25.
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/30/arizona-secretary-state-certify-election-results-monday/6444577002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2022/01/06/jan-6-capitol-riot-arizona-qanon-shaman-klete-keller/9082112002/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/17/politics/jacob-chansley-qanon-shaman-january-6-sentencing/index.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/election-certification-u-s-house/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lake-kari/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/finchem-mark/
https://publicwise.org/election-threat-index/arizona/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/ward-kelli/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fann-karen/
https://apnews.com/article/arizona-election-recount-b38a9205c306796f914d62bbad601587
https://insurrectionexposed.org/cyber-ninjas/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/10/28/arizona-audit-how-to-view-redacted-texts-of-cyber-ninjas-ceo-logan/71349035007/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/markjoyella/2021/09/24/cnns-john-berman-arizona-sham-audit-proves-donald-trump-even-bigger-loser-than-the-first-time/?sh=66add932462d
https://elections.maricopa.gov/
https://www.12news.com/article/news/politics/elections/correcting-the-record-maricopa-county-blasts-senate-gops-election-review-in-point-by-point-takedown-heres-what-we-know/75-747c9bfe-eaea-41f5-9290-0763510ddbb9
https://azmirror.com/2022/05/04/maricopa-county-officials-blast-ag-brnovich-for-false-report-on-his-2020-election-probe/
https://www.azmirror.com/2022/04/06/brnovich-discloses-interim-findings-of-civil-election-probe-angering-some-republicans/
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thoroughly and honestly. We have. You have not,” 
county leaders wrote. “The 2020 election was 
fair and the results indisputable. Rather than be-
ing truthful about what your office has learned 
about the election, you have omitted pertinent 
information, misrepresented facts, and cited dis-
torted data to seed doubt about the conduct of 
elections in Maricopa County.”

• In June 2022, the FBI subpoenaed then Senate 
President Karen Fann’s records related to the 
Cyber Ninjas audit as part of its probe into state-lev-
el interference in the 2020 presidential election. 

• In February 2023, Arizona’s new Democratic attor-
ney general released information her predecessor 
had hidden from the public, revealing that investi-
gators in the AG’s office had long ago concluded 
that nearly all findings of the audit of the 2020 
election in Maricopa County commissioned by 
the state Senate were unfounded. As part of his 
political calculus in his bid for the GOP Senate 
nomination, Brnovich withheld that information 
and ultimately left office without releasing it.

• In May 2023, the Justice Department’s special 
counsel subpoenaed the Arizona secretary of 
state’s office requesting records related to law-
suits filed by Ward and the Trump campaign al-
leging that election machines in the state had er-
roneously rejected ballots from voters (lawsuits 
that were ultimately tossed out by Arizona courts). 

• In July 2023, former Arizona House Speaker Rusty 
Bowers (R) told CNN that FBI agents had inter-
viewed him in conjunction with the special coun-
sel’s investigation into the 2020 election. As part of 
their subversion efforts, Trump and senior advisers 
had pressured Bowers to decertify the Arizona’s 
electors for Biden, which he refused to do. 

• In April 2024, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected 
an appeal brought by Senate candidate Kari Lake 
and extremist State Representative Mark Finchem 
(who lost his 2022 race for Arizona secretary of 

state) that challenged the state’s electronic voting 
machines. 

• In April 2024, Arizona’s attorney general indicted 
a number of Trump’s closest allies and all of the 
state’s fake electors on charges of conspiracy, 
fraud, and forgery related to keeping the former 
president in office despite his loss at the polls. 
Among those indicted in the case are Trump law-
yers Rudy Giuliani, John Eastman, Jenna Ellis, 
and Christina Bobb; his former Chief of Staff Mark 
Meadows; his legal strategist Boris Epshteyn; and 
campaign operative Mike Roman. The former 
president is also named an unindicted co-con-
spirator in the case.

Deniers Running for Congress
In Arizona four incumbents and 10 other candidates 
running for federal office in 2024 have spread lies 
or conspiracies about the legitimacy of the 2020 
presidential election or taken steps to undermine 
the integrity of that and subsequent elections. These 
include:

• Kari Lake | Senate
A former Fox News anchor, Kari Lake is a Trump 
loyalist who entered politics in 2021 to run for gov-
ernor of Arizona. Though she lost, and as a true 
MAGA Republican refused to concede, she is run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in 2024. Since the 2020 
election, Lake has thrown herself into spreading 
the Big Lie and spewing far-right vitriol, a strate-
gy that has fueled her sudden rise in politics and 
brought her ongoing endorsements from Trump. 
When she won the GOP Senate primary in July 
2024, besting fellow election denier Mark Lamb, 
AZ Central ran the wry headline: Why isn’t Kari 
Lake screaming about election fraud? Oh, right. 
Because she won.

• David Schweikert | House (AZ–1)
Representative David Schweikert is a conservative 
incumbent who has represented Arizona in the 
House since 2011 but only won reelection in 2022 

https://www.12news.com/article/news/politics/karen-fanns-records-subpoenaed-fbi-probe-2020-election/75-b637283b-699b-414a-825b-9691bc564352
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fann-karen/
https://www.axios.com/2023/02/22/arizona-attorney-general-audit-findings-withheld
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/02/22/arizona-election-fraud-claims-mark-brnovich/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/07/05/special-counsel-jack-smith-investigating-jan-6-issued-recent-subpoenas-in-arizona/70380923007/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/05/politics/rusty-bowers-arizona-2020-election-cnntv/index.html
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2024/04/22/kari-lake-mark-finchem-machine-voting-lawsuit-scotus-rejects-appeal/73347376007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2024/04/22/kari-lake-mark-finchem-machine-voting-lawsuit-scotus-rejects-appeal/73347376007/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lake-kari/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/finchem-mark/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/arizona-fake-electors-trump.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-arizona/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/25/us/8060c776-7afa-4400-ba06-ecf8b7cd1549.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/25/us/8060c776-7afa-4400-ba06-ecf8b7cd1549.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/giuliani-rudy/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/eastman-john/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/ellis-jenna/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/bobb-christina/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/meadows-mark/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/meadows-mark/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/epshteyn-boris/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mike-roman/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lake-kari/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/04/11/kari-lake-arizona-abortion-ban-00151835
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/04/11/kari-lake-arizona-abortion-ban-00151835
https://azmirror.com/2022/08/26/the-big-lie-messengers-who-carry-a-badge-and-gun/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/letters/2024/08/01/kari-lake-hamadeh-won-election-fraud/74638942007/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/schweikert-david/
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by a very narrow margin. Democrats hope to flip 
his seat in 2024 since he’s considered vulnerable 
in a district that is becoming less conservative. In 
November 2020, Schweikert signed a congres-
sional letter demanding an audit of ballots in Mar-
icopa County, and two months later was among 
the 147 congressional Republicans who refused to 
certify President Biden’s electoral victory.

• Eli Crane | House (AZ–2)
Representative Eli Crane is running for his second 
term after defeating the Democratic incumbent 
in 2022 with Trump’s endorsement and a newly 
redrawn district map that heavily favors Republi-
cans. While running for office in 2021, he called 
for the state legislature to “decertify” the 2020 
election and audit results in more counties, and 
urged the  attorney general to “launch a criminal 
investigation to hold all involved accountable.” In 
May 2022, Crane’s congressional campaign used 
a Facebook post to thank Turning Point USA for 
“creating an opportunity for so many citizens of Ar-
izona to be educated about the massive amounts 
of fraud taking place in our elections” and promote 
the widely discredited film 2000 Mules, a hoax 
made to help the Right spread more lies about 
the 2020 presidential election.

• Jeff Zink | House (AZ–3)
A former salesman, minister, and insurrectionist, 
Jeff Zink is running a long-shot bid to unseat Repre-
sentative Ruben Gallego (D–AZ–3), who defeated 
him in 2022. According to AZ Central, Zink and his 
son participated in the January 6 riot at the Capitol. 
Even though his son is fighting legal battles against 
a possible 22-year sentence in federal prison for 
his role in the insurrection, Zink himself claims that 
he didn’t enter the building that day. The candidate 
is now focusing his campaign on what he calls a 
“political prosecution and persecution scheme” 
coordinated by the Department of Justice and the 
Biden administration. He frequently tweets about 
conspiracies and expresses unwavering support 
for incarcerated J6ers. 

• Kelly Cooper | House (AZ–4)
An entrepreneur, former Marine and Trump loyal-
ist, Kelly Cooper won the GOP primary in July with 
32% of the vote and is now mounting his second 
congressional campaign against Representative  
Greg Stanton (D-AZ-4), who narrowly defeated 
him in 2022. Cooper initially touted “election in-
tegrity” as a top priority on his former campaign 
website, where he called the 2020 election a “di-
saster” that left “millions of Arizonans” wondering 
“if their vote really counted.” In a campaign video, 
he also noted that he wants “the prisoners of Jan-
uary 6th…to be released on day one” and that if 
elected, he will “make every effort to make sure 
that happens.” Trump endorsed him in 2022.

• Andy Biggs | House (AZ–5)
Representative Andy Biggs is an outspoken elec-
tion denier and Trump loyalist who has served in 
the House since 2017, won reelection in 2022 
with Trump’s endorsement, and is expected to win 
again in 2024. In 2023 he introduced a bill that 
would have punished Manhattan’s district attorney 
for prosecuting Trump. He is also among the five 
sitting congressmen subpoenaed by the House 
Select Committee that investigated the insur-
rection. In July 2022, the speaker of the Arizona 
House testified that after the 2020 election Biggs 
pressed him to support decertifying the state’s 
electors.

• Abe Hamadeh | House (AZ–8)
In 2022 Abe Hamadeh ran for attorney general 
in Arizona with Trump’s endorsement, while dou-
bling down on election denialism and the Big Lie. 
“As AG I will prosecute the election fraud of 2020 
and secure the 2024 election so when Donald 
Trump runs and wins again in 2024, everyone 
will know it’s legitimate,” he told The Arizona Re-
public. Hamadeh also spreads election misinfor-
mation online, as a sampling of tweets from 2022 
(on January 13, April 6, and May 8) indicate. After 
narrowly losing the AG race, he fought hard to 
overturn the results. Hamadeh is now expected 
to win the House seat being vacated by retiring 

https://www.nytimes.com/article/house-races-congress-control.html
https://www.notus.org/arizona/2024-could-be-david-schweikerts-toughest-election-cycle-yet
https://biggs.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-biggs-requests-100-audit-maricopa-county-arizona-ballots
https://twitter.com/EliCrane_CEO/status/1442632687404019712?s=20
https://twitter.com/EliCrane_CEO/status/1442632687404019712?s=20
https://m.facebook.com/EliCraneAZ/posts/181411810895584/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/turning-point-usa/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/17/1098787088/a-pro-trump-film-suggests-its-data-are-so-accurate-it-solved-a-murder-thats-fals
https://www.newsweek.com/insurrectionist-whos-running-congress-shares-his-january-6-videos-1863026
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/11/08/3rd-congressional-district-arizona-election-results-ruben-gallego-jeff-zink/10652931002/
https://twitter.com/RealJeffZinkAZ/status/1745551398195118102
https://twitter.com/RealJeffZinkAZ/status/1750311840192790748
https://twitter.com/RealJeffZinkAZ/status/1756359711434403921
https://twitter.com/KellyCooperAZ/status/1768351764095631554
https://twitter.com/KellyCooperAZ/status/1768351764095631554
https://web.archive.org/web/20221107231116/https://www.kellycooperarizona.com/issues
https://web.archive.org/web/20221107231116/https://www.kellycooperarizona.com/issues
https://rumble.com/vzhdek-kelly-cooper-on-the-j6-question.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/biggs-andy/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2023/04/13/rep-andy-biggs-bill-would-block-new-york-prosecution-of-trump/70111770007/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/mccarthy-and-four-other-gop-leaders-issued-subpoenas-by-jan-6-congressional-panel
https://www.axios.com/2022/06/21/rusty-bowers-andy-biggs-arizona-trump
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/theres-still-one-dangerous-election-denier-on-the-cusp-of-power/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/theres-still-one-dangerous-election-denier-on-the-cusp-of-power/
https://twitter.com/AbrahamHamadeh/status/1481496157373140998
https://twitter.com/AbrahamHamadeh/status/1511864523354894337?lang=en
https://twitter.com/AbrahamHamadeh/status/1523475372125261824?s=20&t=96To-HvVnSTol4BL_kEHzA
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4261768-republican-abe-hamadeh-announces-run-for-arizona-house-seat/
https://azmirror.com/2024/01/04/abe-hamadeh-once-again-demands-the-courts-boot-kris-mayes-and-declare-him-ag/
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/01/g-s1-14726/trump-candidate-wins-arizona
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/01/g-s1-14726/trump-candidate-wins-arizona
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Representative Debbie Lesko (R) in this very red 
district in the western suburbs of Phoenix. 

• Paul Gosar | House (AZ–9)
Representative Paul Gosar has served in the 
House since 2011 and is a member of the far-right 
House Freedom Caucus. He won reelection in 
2022 with Trump’s endorsement and is expected 
to win again in 2024 in his very red district. While 
campaigning with Trump in 2022, Gosar boasted 
of being “the most dangerous man in Congress” 
and told the crowd of MAGA supporters: “This is 
where it all began. This is where we questioned: 
Was there fraud? Absolutely. Was it enough to 
overturn the election? Absolutely.” Gosar actively 
spread election misinformation online, helped Ali 
Alexander organize the Stop the Steal rally, and 
described the riotous mob that attacked the Cap-
itol as “peaceful protesters.”

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
Only one candidate running for statewide office in 
2024 has questioned the results of the 2020 presi-
dential election. Rene Lopez is running to serve on 
the Arizona Corporation Commission, an elected po-
sition for the state’s public utilities regulatory agency. 
In 2022, when he ran in the GOP primary for a House 
seat in the 4th Congressional District, he expressed 
doubt about the integrity of the 2020 presidential 
election and made allegations of fraud (at 26:53 in 
this PBS debate video). Arizona Central also consid-
ered him to be an “election questioner” at the time.

Deniers in the State Legislature
More than a third of the 90 members serving in Arizo-
na’s legislature qualify as election deniers, including 
people in leadership positions in both chambers. The 
Election Threat Index compiled by Public Wise puts 
the number at 22 in the House of Representatives 
and 12 in the Senate. The States United Democracy 
Center identifies 18 representatives and 13 senators 
as deniers.

Deniers Administering Elections
At least a dozen county election administrators in 
Arizona parrot Trump’s claims of a stolen election 
and continue to spread disinformation about election 
integrity. They include:

• Tom Crosby | Cochise County Board of 
Supervisors (District 1)
Tom Crosby is one of two Republican election su-
pervisors in Cochise County who refused to certify 
the 2022 results, an effort that ultimately failed 
when a judge ordered the board to certify the 
results. In November 2023, Crosby pleaded not 
guilty to felony charges of conspiracy and inter-
ference with an elections officer, and then voted 
to hire a fellow election denier as the county elec-
tions director. In fall 2023 that person, Tim Mattix, 
replaced longtime Elections Director Lisa Marra, 
who quit after facing hostility for refusing to au-
thorize a hand recount during the 2022 election. 
In March 2024 she was appointed to the state’s 
top elections position, and the following month 
Mattix resigned after only six months on the job, 
becoming the fourth person to vacate the position 
in the past year. Crosby is due to stand trial for the 
felony charges in August 2024. 

• Peggy Judd | Cochise County Board of 
Supervisors (District 3)
Peggy Judd is one of two Republican supervisors 
in Cochise County who refused to certify the 2022 
election results, an effort that ultimately failed 
when a judge ordered the board to certify the 
results. Judd had previously attended the March 
to Save American rally in Washington, D.C. on Jan-
uary 6, 2021, and subsequently spread disinforma-
tion about the event in interviews and Facebook 
posts. In November 2023, she pleaded not guilty 
to felony charges of conspiracy and interference 
with an elections officer. The trial is set for Octo-
ber 2024. 

• David Stevens | Cochise County Recorder 
Closely affiliated with prominent election denier 
and former state Representative Mark Finchem, 

https://insurrectionexposed.org/gosar-paul/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/26/paul-gosar-far-right-republicans
https://insurrectionexposed.org/alexander-ali/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/alexander-ali/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/ej-montini/2024/01/22/paul-gosar-army-recruits-unglued-supporters/72308192007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona/2021/05/12/rep-paul-gosar-calls-jan-6-us-capitol-attackers-peaceful-patriots/5063404001/
https://video.wedu.org/video/05-09-2022-republican-debate-for-congressional-district-4-rjvrut/
https://www.azcentral.com/in-depth/news/politics/elections/2022/07/15/arizona-candidates-still-say-donald-trump-won-2020-election/7472793001/
https://publicwise.org/election-threat-index/arizona/
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/states-of-denial/#section-5
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/states-of-denial/#section-5
https://apnews.com/article/cochise-county-election-conspiracy-theories-recall-e81c0a4675ed3598b967b5b89924b107
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/29/cochise-county-arizona-midterm-election-criminal-charges/
https://kjzz.org/content/1874070/she-left-cochise-county-elections-office-amid-hostile-conditions-now-shes-az
https://www.myheraldreview.com/news/cochise_county/cochise-county-elections-director-tim-mattix-leaving-post-after-6-months/article_d71696f8-f119-11ee-b080-233eeee95b1b.html
https://gilavalleycentral.net/oct-3-trial-date-for-judd-crosby-in-election-interference-case/
https://apnews.com/article/cochise-county-election-conspiracy-theories-recall-e81c0a4675ed3598b967b5b89924b107
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/012521_judd_cochise_capitol/cochise-sup-judd-spreads-conspiracy-myths-deletes-facebook-after-taking-part-jan-6-capitol-march/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/012521_judd_cochise_capitol/cochise-sup-judd-spreads-conspiracy-myths-deletes-facebook-after-taking-part-jan-6-capitol-march/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/29/cochise-county-arizona-midterm-election-criminal-charges/
https://tucson.com/news/local/government-politics/cochise-county-arizona-election-2022-judge-felonies-election-interference-case/article_d10f2732-2da7-11ef-bb0a-13fde1f67472.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/finchem-mark/


12    SWING STATE ELECTION DENIERS | ARIZONA

David Stevens is an election recorder in Cochise 
County and a director of the Finchem-run non-
profit Election Fairness Institute. During the 2022 
midterms, he agreed to conduct a hand count of 
ballots in Cochise County after voicing skepticism 
about the security of voting machines and dis-
seminating other election conspiracies. A judge 
ultimately ruled that a full hand count would be 
illegal. Several weeks after the 2020 election, Ste-
vens told the Arizona Daily Independent that he 
supported delaying the certification of Arizona’s 
electoral votes to look into potential vulnerabilities 
in Maricopa County’s election. 

• Steve Christensen | Gila County Board of 
Supervisors (District 1)
An October 2021 Facebook post by Steve Chris-
tense praised far-right State Senator Wendy Rog-
ers (R-AZ-7) for “looking out for Arizona’s voter 
integrity.” In 2022, he endorsed fake elector Jim 
Lamon in his failed bid for the U.S. Senate.

• Bob Bartelsmeyer | La Paz County 
Elections Director
As elections director in La Paz County, Bob Bartels-
meyer reportedly shared memes on his personal 
Facebook page that supported Trump’s allegations 
of fraud and promoted conspiracies about Domin-
ion voting machines. When he resigned from a brief 
stint as Cochise County elections director he as-
sumed his previous role in La Paz County.

• Hildy Angius | Mohave County Board of 
Supervisors (District 2)
As an election supervisor in Mohave County, Hildy 
Angius has repeatedly spread election misinfor-
mation online. This includes a November 2020 
Facebook post with the headline “SHARPIEGATE!” 
that the platform quickly censored due to misin-
formation. She initially voted against certifying the 
election results that month but ultimately voted 
in favor a week later. In February 2022, Angius 
posted about a video titled Justified: The Story 
of America’s Audit, and in August 2022, she pro-
moted the Mohave County assessor’s comment 
that “our county is not the enemy… other coun-

ties are, but not Mohave.” Following Election Day 
2022, Angius voiced her opposition to certifying 
the election, saying her vote to certify the results 
was done “under duress for the chaos Maricopa 
County has forced into our election process.”

• Ron Gould | Mohave County Board of 
Supervisors (District 5)
A member of the county board of supervisors, Ron 
Gould is running for reelection in 2024. In 2020, 
he advocated for delay beyond the legal dead-
line in certifying the presidential election results, 
characterizing Arizona as “still in play.” During the 
2022 election, he spread misinformation about 
electoral fraud in Pinal and Maricopa counties. In 
January 2024, Gould filed a lawsuit challenging 
Arizona’s prohibition against hand counting and 
alleging that Attorney General Kris Mayes (D) “in-
fluenced the voting process and ultimate vote,” 
and “threatened” him via a 2023 letter sent to 
the Mohave County Board of Supervisors to let 
them know that voting to hand count ballots would 
violate state law.

• Travis Lingenfelter | Mohave County 
Board of Supervisors (District 1)
As a member of the county board of supervisors, 
Travis Lingenfelter initially voted against certifying 
the county’s 2022 election results, later justifying 
his decision by claiming that a “significant percent-
age of Arizona’s voters seem to have misgivings 
about the state of Arizona’s election process,” and 
saying that he had “received emails from Georgia, 
Michigan, and telephone calls from all over the 
country.” He also decided to delay voting to cer-
tify the results until November 28 of that year “in 
solidarity and as a statement to Maricopa County 
and state legislatures here that we must do better 
in the future to increase Arizonans’ confidence in 
our elections.”

• Steve Christy | Pima County Board of 
Supervisors (District 4)
As an election supervisor in Pima County, Steve 
Christy voted against certifying the county’s elec-
tion results in both 2022 and 2020. 

https://azmirror.com/2023/02/07/david-stevens-how-an-arizona-official-is-making-cochise-county-a-laboratory-for-election-skepticism/
https://arizonadailyindependent.com/giuliani-calls-on-legislators-to-block-electoral-votes-going-to-biden/?fbclid=IwAR0c9VvPV1WX9dANPb3cDozDFWVBIqRlO8acQoy38uk9mJ50TaFTGKNixIw
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0DVBAyj8zuN97bBS8SEk9i4YBoNTDkWY9y4cHuJWqo7XP5SUuUgqD7cKvxyfWY8aCl&id=112564997582386
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0qnCdyPJ34ocDT1BMCiF6W58oEWooXh9qMF1mCiHWAv2ey5syBFMe7JoF1hjQZv4Vl&id=100069002446356
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-arizona/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-arizona/
https://apnews.com/article/cochise-county-election-director-conspiracies-arizona-899d411d5ab38243a72ef11f96049db6
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/09/20/cochise-county-elections-leader-who-promoted-voter-fraud-conspiracies-resigns/
https://www.facebook.com/hildyl/posts/pfbid02NU7L6eAQqDN2sj7R2VREGQUEirV4KivnaJarwrgZP7yKhsPQfGSE6tmc6FhTBmKql
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/23/mohave-county-final-county-certify-election-results/6394772002/
https://www.facebook.com/hildyl/posts/pfbid0nPBtZwx7V7QdKSXKAZQYATMRaVBn7Y9yUM83fQjrh7JRQpZ2msuRZRDDTJ6rrzfyl
https://www.facebook.com/hildyl/posts/pfbid0PHWT94Fs1q751dNcdrwiBm8zdPSHbBiTQ3yjg3f4Mq6St9hf7yYXjf8dkmDESuvsl
https://www.facebook.com/hildyl/posts/pfbid0PHWT94Fs1q751dNcdrwiBm8zdPSHbBiTQ3yjg3f4Mq6St9hf7yYXjf8dkmDESuvsl
https://www.havasunews.com/free_access/county-approves-election-canvass-some-supervisors-say-decision-made-under-duress/article_43788a46-6f65-11ed-b459-bba415690fc1.html
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/ron-gould/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/arizona-county-supervisor-sues-over-hand-counting-pro-voting-group-steps-in/
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-11-19-Letter-to-Mohave-County-Board-of-Supervisors-re-counting-ballots-manually_0.pdf
https://resources.mohavecounty.us/Repository/Calendar/11-28-2022SpecialMeetingMinutes900c6cbb-9b65-4707-ad53-2ca151f4bed8.pdf
https://resources.mohavecounty.us/Repository/Calendar/11-28-2022SpecialMeetingMinutes900c6cbb-9b65-4707-ad53-2ca151f4bed8.pdf
https://www.gvnews.com/news/pima-county-supervisors-certify-election-results-christy-votes-no/article_216c520e-6aae-11ed-b519-07e955e9c17f.html
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• Kevin Cavanaugh | Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors (District 1)
As an election supervisor in Pinal County, Kevin 
Cavanaugh has pushed to count all 2024 ballots 
by hand based on the same false claims about 
voting machines that Trump has repeatedly made, 
going against state law that calls for paper ballots 
to be scanned and tabulated by machine. During 
the 2022 election, several hundred ballots initially 
went uncounted because workers programmed 
machines incorrectly.

• Jeff Serdy | Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors (District 5)
As an election supervisor in Pinal County, Jeff 
Serdy criticized the Maricopa County Board of Su-
pervisors in 2021 for “fighting the Constitution” by 
opposing the Cyber Ninjas audit, asking, “What 
are you hiding?” Also in 2021, he said it was good 
that the Pinal County Board of Supervisors had the 
power to appoint the county elections director as 
opposed to how it works in Maricopa County. In 
early 2023, Serdy voiced support for state legisla-
tors changing the law to allow election supervisors 
to vote against certification. “The last two elections 
have been kind of wonky,” he said. “What if 2024 
is even worse and we’re forced to vote ‘yes’ on 
something we don’t want to vote ‘yes’ on?”

• Harry Oberg | Yavapai County Board of 
Supervisors (District 1)
In 2022, Yavapai County Supervisor Harry Oberg 
claimed that “there is a growing concern around 
here in ensuring we have fair elections” and he ex-
pressed concern about the security of drop boxes 
after watching the widely discredited conspiracy 
theory video 2000 Mules. He also voiced support 
for requiring video surveillance of all drop boxes 
in the county.

• Darren Simmons | Yuma County Board of 
Supervisors (District 3)
In 2022, Yuma County Supervisor Darren Simmon 
posted a statement by Andrew Gould (candidate 
for attorney general of Arizona) on Facebook that 

claimed “massive irregularities discovered during 
the 2020 presidential election.” He also endorsed 
a state representative who said the Yuma area 
“can’t have free and fair elections [...] it’s spreading 
across the country.”

Deniers in GOP Leadership
Key GOP officials in Arizona still maintain that the 
2020 presidential election was stolen and continue 
to spread misinformation about purported election 
fraud. 

During its annual convention in April 2024, the Ar-
izona GOP selected two election deniers—one of 
whom is an indicted fake elector—to represent the 
state on the Republican National Committee. Party 
leaders also passed a resolution to censure both 
Mike Pence and Nikki Haley for “their dereliction of 
duty [for] refusing to support” Trump. 

In addition, the party has chosen not to remove its 
December 14, 2020 video from Twitter/X showing 
Arizona’s fake electors signing the document they 
submitted to Congress and has called the state’s 
recent indictment of those electors an “unprece-
dented abuse of prosecutorial power [that is] clearly 
designed to silence dissent and weaponize the law 
against political opponents.” This pattern of behav-
ior has led at least one GOP strategist to note that 
holding “a fealty to election denialism… now [defines] 
the state Republican Party in Arizona,” according to 
NBC News.

• Gina Swoboda | State Chair
In January 2024, the Arizona Republican Party 
ordained this avid Trump follower and “favorite” 
as its new leader. Swoboda worked for Trump’s 
2020 campaign and is now executive director of 
the Voter Reference Foundation, a nonprofit “re-
source for voter fraud activists” that has made 
unfounded claims of discrepancies in voting re-
cords in a number of states. Her frequent tweets 
also promote skepticism about the legitimacy of 
elections in the U.S.

https://accountablestates.org/en/home/arizona/kevin-cavanaugh
https://accountablestates.org/en/home/arizona/kevin-cavanaugh
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-arizona-phoenix-1b0a9e2c83a5f0f78554a71085266748
https://www.facebook.com/100010253282748/videos/pcb.1529272340757861/233787701969062
https://www.pinalcentral.com/florence_reminder_blade_tribune/news/pinal-supervisors-seek-nonpartisan-experienced-elections-director/article_9531b40d-2956-52e0-bb91-50cc287ea6b6.html
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/pinal/2023/01/05/after-vote-tally-blunder-pinal-county-debates-potential-consequences/69778232007/
https://azmirror.com/2022/06/08/this-republican-bastion-of-arizona-loves-ballot-drop-boxes-the-far-rights-latest-target/
https://www.facebook.com/darren.simmons.549/posts/pfbid02xWCNttRn7dcTz9FgEKDnPfeKdbFofFb6Pfjq2WzHdR8nLVRfhMKNR5hifmaPcAPnl
https://www.facebook.com/darren.simmons.549/posts/pfbid0SNwnsdKgZZtQmsTFxi4CVPi7Jp3UZPq1ZuaCvzHJsQQNu5bKVGESQqesCWenBoupl
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2022/06/02/breaking-news/arizona-woman-admits-guilt-in-ballot-collection-scheme/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/29/politics/jake-hoffman-indicted-fake-elector-arizona-gop-rnc/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/arizona-fake-electors-trump.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://twitter.com/AZGOP/status/1338600278459727872?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1338600278459727872%7Ctwgr%5E8810b6e988749ddca0a054f4e02d8100ba4a0881%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fiframe.nbcnews.com%2Fi2lv64d%3F_showcaption%3Dtrueapp%3D1
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-arizona/
https://www.msnbc.com/the-reidout/reidout-blog/arizona-fake-electors-charges-turning-point-usa-rcna149465
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/arizona-gop-taps-fake-elector-rnc-post-rcna149719
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/arizona-gop-taps-fake-elector-rnc-post-rcna149719
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/27/us/arizona-gop-chair.html
https://apnews.com/article/arizona-republican-party-chair-swoboda-a951aeaedbc286d69e74642e0594ab42
https://www.americanoversight.org/how-new-arizona-gop-chair-gina-swobodas-website-fuels-voter-fraud-activists
https://www.salon.com/2022/03/08/meet-the-billionaire-helping-to-enlist-supporting-citizens-to-hunt-for-fraud-_partner/
https://x.com/SeanParnellUSA/status/1773173379870109903?s=20
https://x.com/RJ4arizona/status/1762999936873025662?s=20
https://x.com/azaustinsmith/status/1762866596178239929?s=20
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• Jake Hoffman | National Committeeman
In April 2024, the Arizona GOP chose state Sena-
tor Hoffman, an indicted fake elector, as Arizona’s 
new national committeeman on the Republican 
National Committee (RNC). A contractor with 
Turning Point USA who is known for leading dis-
information campaigns, as a legislator he’s also a 
member of Arizona’s ultraconservative Freedom 
Caucus. Hoffman was selected as a committee-
man just days after an Arizona grand jury issued 
an indictment against him and other Trump allies 
based on their efforts to subvert the 2020 elec-
tion (charges the senator dismisses as “political 
persecution”). On January 5, 2021, Hoffman sent 
a detailed letter to Vice President Mike Pence 
urging him to insist that Arizona’s electors not be 
decided by popular vote but rather by members 
of the state legislature.

• Liz Harris | National Committeewoman
In April 2024, the Arizona GOP chose this for-
mer state representative as Arizona’s new female 
representative on the Republican National Com-
mittee. In 2023 fellow members of the Arizona 
legislature expelled Harris after she invited an 
election denier to make outrageous and wholly 
unsubstantiated allegations at a televised legis-
lative hearing on elections. “These are not just 
your run-of-the-mill election deniers,” a Republican 
strategist in Arizona said of Harris and Hoffman af-
ter the state GOP elected them to the RNC. “They 
are leaders in the whole experiment of election 
denialism.”

• Branden Turley | Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms 
A firearms expert and veteran of the Phoenix Po-
lice Department, Turley serves as the party’s as-
sistant sergeant at arms. After the 2020 election 
he took to social media to express his distrust of 
the results, and in 2021 he and his wife founded 
America Pack, an extremist group dedicated to 
fighting the “sadistic evil” permeating American 
society due to “liberals, progressives, and RINOs 
[who] seek to dismantle and subvert our country.” 

In a holiday fundraising message, America Pack 
made a pitch for support from “like-minded indi-
viduals with constitutional conservative values, 
who [are] also scared and lost… and searching 
for the TRUTH!”

• Debi Wise | Cochise County Chair
As chair of the Cochise County Republican Com-
mittee, Wise frequently reposts tweets from Trump 
evangelists/election deniers such as Kari Lake and 
Michael Flynn. On March 13, 2024, she reposted 
a tweet suggesting outrage when state Repre-
sentative Justin Heap refused to answer whether 
the 2020 election had been stolen. In December 
2023, Wise signed a letter calling for state party 
unity and “better election integrity” to ensure that 
Republicans win in 2024. 

• Gary Morris | Gila County Chair
As chair of the Gila County Republican Committee, 
Morris hosted a luncheon in June 2023 with a trio 
of right-wing election deniers: U.S. Representative 
Eli Crane (R-AZ-2), Representative Matt Gaetz (R-
FL-1), and Pinal County Sheriff Mark Lamb, who 
ran for the U.S. Senate in the 2024 GOP primary. 
Lamb presents himself as a tough guy “American 
Sheriff” who has openly supported Arizona’s “Stop 
the Steal” efforts and suggested that Trump bears 
no responsibility for the violence at the Capitol 
and disruption of Congress on January 6, 2021. 
Morris signed a letter in December 2023 calling 
for state party unity and “better election integrity” 
to ensure that Republicans win in 2024. 

• Craig Berland | Maricopa County 
Chair 
As chair of the Maricopa County Republican Com-
mittee, Berland and the committee called on the 
Arizona GOP to opt out of state-funded primaries 
and run their own, with ballots counted by hand. 
He and other Maricopa County Republicans still 
claim that the 2020 election was stolen and often 
tweet about election fraud on the committee’s X 
page.

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/arizona-gop-taps-fake-elector-rnc-post-rcna149719
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-arizona/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/turning-point-usa/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/08/facebook-bans-media-consultancy-running-troll-farm-pro-trump-youth-group/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/08/facebook-bans-media-consultancy-running-troll-farm-pro-trump-youth-group/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/29/politics/jake-hoffman-indicted-fake-elector-arizona-gop-rnc/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/us/arizona-fake-electors-trump.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.msnbc.com/the-reidout/reidout-blog/arizona-fake-electors-charges-turning-point-usa-rcna149465
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/10/politics/arizona-fake-electors-kifle-invs/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/10/politics/arizona-fake-electors-kifle-invs/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/arizona-gop-taps-fake-elector-rnc-post-rcna149719
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/gop-controlled-arizona-house-votes-expel-republican-member-rcna79451
https://globalextremism.org/arizona-battleground/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Holiday-Message--Meetings---More-12-11-21.html?soid=1136183948875&aid=1AXZY1NRtPg
https://x.com/GarretLewis/status/1749900935701364828?s=20
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lake-kari/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/flynn-michael/
https://x.com/christianllamar/status/1767859055396376726?s=20
https://x.com/christianllamar/status/1767859055396376726?s=20
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-sun/20231203/281496461050299
https://gilagop.org/blog/page/3/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/gaetz-matt/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/10/15/mark-lamb-arizona-constitutional-sheriff-elections-republicans-514781
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-sun/20231203/281496461050299
https://azmirror.com/briefs/republicans-clash-over-presidential-primary-election-plans/
https://twitter.com/MaricopaGOP
https://twitter.com/MaricopaGOP
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• Steven McEwen | Santa Cruz County 
Chair
As chair of the Santa Cruz County Republican 
Committee, McEwen sued county election officials 
in July 2022 over ballot verification procedures, 
demanding to be inside the room as ballots are 
counted and complaining that watching from a 
window does not allow for signature verification. 
In December 2023, he signed a letter calling for 
state party unity and “better election integrity” to 
ensure that Republicans win in 2024.

https://www.nogalesinternational.com/news/county-gop-chair-sues-to-get-close-up-look-at-ballot-signatures/article_9f9c68fa-0797-11ed-939e-2f734a288738.html
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-sun/20231203/281496461050299
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Overview

After favoring conservative Democrats in every election from 1868–1960, Georgians began shifting to the 
Right in the mid 1960s based on discomfort with provisions of the Civil Rights Act. They then voted reliably 
Republican for the decades between 1972 and 2016 (except when a southern Democrat was on the ticket). 

However, with a recent influx of newcomers to the state, Georgia has become less conservative and is 
now considered a swing state where races for all elected offices are more competitive. Since 2020 it has 
a net gain of approximately 30,000 new voters, with as many as two-thirds of those likely to be Democrats, 
according to research by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

In 2020 President Biden won the state by 0.2%—the narrowest margin of victory in the U.S. that election. 
Democrats also narrowly won both of Georgia’s Senate seats in 2020. However, Republicans still outnumber 
Democrats two to one in its House delegation, and the governorship has been held by Republicans since 2003.

Given a mere 12,000-vote margin between Biden and Trump in 2020, Georgia conducted a hand recount 
of all ballots before Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) certified the results on November 20, con-
firming Biden’s win of the state’s 16 electoral college votes. Two days later, Trump requested another 
recount, though ultimately, that also reaffirmed Biden’s win. 

Despite the absence of voting irregularities in Georgia, Trump and his allies continued a pressure campaign 
against Raffensperger and other state officials for weeks after the election and also demanded additional 
audits, a process that dragged on for almost two years. 

Georgia was among the seven states involved in the fake electors scheme, with 16 Republican officials 
attempting to subvert the results of the 2020 presidential election by submitting fake Electoral College 
documents to Congress as part of the January 6, 2021, certification process. After the attack on the Capitol 
that day, six House representatives from Georgia were among the 147 congressional Republicans who 
voted against certifying President Biden’s win of the 2020 election, and five of those six are running for 
reelection again in 2024. 

In the aftermath of the attack on the Capitol, at least 30 people with ties to Georgia have faced criminal 
charges for contributing to the violence that day—beyond the handful of Georgians charged in the Fulton 
County election interference case. 

2020 Election Fallout
Based on the false narrative about voter fraud 
spread by Trump and his allies, election denialism 
still holds sway in Georgia. 

• Key Republicans—including Burt Jones, now 
the state’s lieutenant governor, and then GOP 
State Chair David Shafer—attempted to subvert 
the results by submitting fake Electoral College 

documents to Congress as part of the January 6, 
2021, certification process. 

• On January 2, 2021, Trump and several of his key 
aides spoke by phone with Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger for over an hour, pressuring him 
to “find 11,780 votes” so that the president could 
declare victory in Georgia.

https://www.270towin.com/states/Georgia
https://www.270towin.com/states/Georgia
https://share.america.gov/what-is-a-swing-state/#:~:text=The%20list%20includes%20Arizona%2C%20Georgia,the%20election%2C%E2%80%9D%20he%20says.
https://www.nga.org/former-governors/georgia/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/11/presidential-election-georgia-announces-a-recount-as-biden-leads.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/raffensperger-brad/
https://www.npr.org/sections/biden-transition-updates/2020/11/22/937739336/trump-requests-georgia-recount-meaning-5-million-votes-will-be-tabulated-a-3rd-t
https://www.npr.org/sections/biden-transition-updates/2020/11/22/937739336/trump-requests-georgia-recount-meaning-5-million-votes-will-be-tabulated-a-3rd-t
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-georgia-elections-4eeea3b24f10de886bcdeab6c26b680a
https://insurrectionexposed.org/election-audit-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/election-audit-georgia/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/special-reports/capitol-insurrection/william-gallagher-thomas-james-gallagher-jan-6-charges-georgia/85-62a4ecbc-e2d7-4e34-80d8-532c99e207b9#:~:text=In%20total%2C%20more%20than%2030,over%20the%20past%20three%20years
https://patch.com/georgia/alpharetta/what-happened-16-georgians-charged-jan-6-capitol-riot
https://patch.com/georgia/alpharetta/what-happened-16-georgians-charged-jan-6-capitol-riot
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-georgia/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/republican-burt-jones-leads-in-georgia-lieutenant-governor-race/AGI65UIRKBCCDK7S2COAZZ646U/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/trump-raffensperger-phone-call/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/raffensperger-brad/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/raffensperger-brad/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AW_Bdf_jGaA
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• On December 28, 2020, Jeffrey Clark, a Trump 
loyalist who worked at the Department of Justice 
at the time, drafted a letter pushing officials in 
Georgia to hold a special session of the state leg-
islature in order to investigate supposed “irregu-
larities” in the 2020 presidential election.

• Under pressure from GOP activists still claiming 
the election was stolen, Republicans rammed 
through a sprawling election reform law in 2021 
that shortened the time for requesting a ballot by 
mail, allowed only restricted use of ballot drop 
boxes, and made it illegal to give food or water to 
voters waiting in line near a polling place.

• On August 14, 2023, a grand jury in Fulton County, 
Georgia indicted Trump and 18 allies on charges 
of violating 16 state laws in their conspiracy to 
sabotage the results of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion. The indictment alleges that “the defendants 
engaged in a criminal racketeering enterprise to 
overturn Georgia’s presidential election result,” 
as Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis put 
it in announcing a total of 41 counts against the 
defendants, including 13 against Trump himself.

• Demands from disgruntled Trump loyalists to ad-
dress unfounded claims of voter fraud have led to 
the passage of additional new voter suppression 
measures in Georgia. In May 2024, Republican 
Governor Brian Kemp signed a law that could 
make it easier to remove people from the voting 
rolls through challenges to voter eligibility.

• In April 2024, Pete Skandalakis, a Republican 
who leads a nonpartisan state agency in Georgia, 
said that he would investigate the role Lieutenant 
Governor Jones played in 2020 when he was a 
state senator and served as a fake elector. 

Deniers Running for Congress
In Georgia, seven incumbents and two other Repub-
licans running for the House in 2024 have falsely 
claimed that Trump won the 2020 presidential elec-

tion, spread lies or conspiracies about its legitimacy, 
refused to certify the results, or took steps to under-
mine the integrity of that or subsequent elections. 
These include:

• Earl “Buddy” Carter | House (GA–1)
Representative Buddy Carter has served in the 
House since 2015 and ran unopposed in 2022 but 
had Trump’s endorsement. After the 2020 elec-
tion, he refused to certify the results, voted against 
impeaching Trump for his role in instigating the at-
tack on the Capitol, and voted against establishing 
a House committee to investigate the insurrection. 
Carter also routinely used his social media ac-
counts to spread election conspiracies and other 
misinformation in the aftermath of the election. 
Both The Washington Post and Insurrection Index 
identify him as an election denier, though 538 lists 
his ultimate response to the outcome of the 2020 
election as “accepted with reservations.” 

• Brian Jack | House (GA–3)
Longtime Trump aide Brian Jack won the GOP 
primary with his former boss’ seal of approval as 
“a man of Loyalty, Honesty, and Integrity.” Jack 
worked for Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign, 
served as White House director of political affairs 
during his administration, and has been his “de 
facto liaison with Capitol Hill” ever since. The 
House Select Committee investigating the attack 
on the Capitol subpoenaed him after he reached 
out to several congressmen to ask them to speak 
at the rally at the Ellipse on January 6. While 
campaigning in the primary, Jack joined fellow 
candidates in affirming that Trump won Georgia 
in 2020 despite any evidence. Given his very red 
district, he is expected to win the House seat in 
November.

• John “Bongo” Salvesen | House (GA–5)
Bongo Salvesen is an election denier whose cam-
paign site includes a page on “election interfer-
ence.” A link to an external website provides “evi-
dence” for “why Georgia should not have certified 
the November 3, 2020 election.” Salvesen ran 
unopposed in the GOP primary and is running 

https://insurrectionexposed.org/clark-jeffrey/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/doj-draft-letter-to-georgia/
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/04/politics/draft-doj-georgia-letter-election-reversal/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/04/politics/draft-doj-georgia-letter-election-reversal/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/what-does-new-georgia-gop-election-law-do-87665a200f6442e28ef43cbc60c88653
https://apnews.com/article/what-does-new-georgia-gop-election-law-do-87665a200f6442e28ef43cbc60c88653
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-georgia/
https://thehill.com/homenews/4152637-watch-live-georgia-da-in-trump-election-probe-holds-press-conference/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/08/15/us/politics/trump-georgia-indictment-annotated.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/former-trump-researcher-voter-fraud-claims-2020-are-false-rcna131888
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/georgias-voter-suppression-law
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/georgias-voter-suppression-law
https://apnews.com/article/georgia-kemp-voting-challenges-changes-aa1fd9b62c7bcdd430c24dc439f8a728
https://apnews.com/article/georgia-elections-voting-rights-mass-voter-challenge-6dd6c85531453c55a135a7cab9bc346e
https://pacga.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/11/us/burt-jones-trump-georgia.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/carter-buddy/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/25/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00034435
https://insurrectionexposed.org/election-certification-u-s-house/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/earl-carter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/earl-carter/
https://github.com/fivethirtyeight/data/blob/master/election-deniers/fivethirtyeight_election_deniers.csv
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/4519039-longtime-trump-aide-brian-jack-georgia-house-race-2024-election/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/03/07/top-donald-trump-aide-to-run-for-congress-00145767
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/03/07/top-donald-trump-aide-to-run-for-congress-00145767
https://georgiarecorder.com/2024/04/29/georgia-gop-congressional-hopefuls-face-off-over-foreign-policy-approach-as-trump-casts-shadow/
https://www.bongoforcongress.com/election-interference
https://www.bongoforcongress.com/election-interference
https://www.atlantanewsfirst.com/2024/05/14/one-week-before-primary-some-races-already-set-november/
https://www.atlantanewsfirst.com/2024/05/14/one-week-before-primary-some-races-already-set-november/
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against incumbent Representative Nikema Wil-
liams, who also chairs the Georgia Democratic 
Party. 

• Rich McCormick |House (GA–7)
Representative Rich McCormick is running for 
his second term, but this time in Georgia’s newly 
drawn 7th Congressional District, where he ran 
unopposed in the GOP primary. As an ER doctor 
and Marine veteran, he says on his website that he 
“has never been afraid of a fight” and is ready to 
take on “the radical left” and “stop socialism” in his 
quest to “Revive Freedom and Save America!” Mc-
Cormick is an election denier who claimed during 
a 2022 campaign debate that he didn’t actually 
lose his own race in 2020 and therefore would 
not concede. “No one was hurt by voter fraud 
more than myself,” he said, complaining that even 
though he was up by 5,000 votes shortly after the 
polls closed, he was subsequently “told” he lost.

• Andrew Clyde | House (GA–9)
Representative Andrew Clyde has served in the 
House since 2021 and was reelected in 2022 with 
Trump’s endorsement. He helped spread the Big 
Lie both before and after the 2020 presidential 
election and also objected to certifying the re-
sults, voted against impeaching Trump for inciting 
the attack on the Capitol, and voted against es-
tablishing a House committee to investigate the 
insurrection. In June 2023, Clyde enthusiastically 
endorsed Trump’s bid to regain the White House 
in 2024.

• Mike Collins | House (GA–10)
Now running for his second term in Congress, 
Representative Mike Collins is fully in sync with 
Trump as an election denier. In a January 2022 
post on Twitter/X, he wrote that “Joe Biden and 
the Democrats stole the 2020 election” and “Don-
ald Trump won Georgia.” The congressman’s 
campaign site includes a section on “safeguard-
ing election integrity” where he vows to oppose 
“Democrats in Congress and leftwing activists…
[who] are determined to enact a federal takeover 
of state elections.” In June 2023, Collins leapt to 

the front of the pack to endorse Trump’s bid for 
reelection in 2024.

• Barry Loudermilk | House (GA–11)
Representative Barry Loudermilk has served in 
the House since 2015 and ran unopposed in 2022 
but had Trump’s endorsement. Both before and 
after the 2020 presidential election, he helped 
spread the Big Lie  and amplified conspiracy the-
ories about election fraud in Georgia. Loudermilk 
also objected to certifying the election results and 
voted against both impeaching Trump for inciting 
the attack on the Capitol and establishing a House 
committee to investigate, and once that commit-
tee got established, he refused to cooperate and 
answer questions about the suspicious tour of the 
Capitol he led a day before the insurrection. In 
May 2024, Loudermilk used his position as chair 
of the House Administration subcommittee on 
oversight to intimidate former White House aide 
Cassidy Hutchinson—who may be called on to 
testify against Trump in the Department of Jus-
tice J6 case against him—by requesting that she 
turn over all communications to date with former 
Representative Liz Cheney (R-WY) and a number 
of top officials from the Trump administration. 

• Rick Allen | House (GA–12)
Representative Rick Allen has served in the House 
since 2015 and ran unopposed in 2022 but had 
Trump’s endorsement. Immediately after the 2020 
presidential election, he made a variety of un-
founded allegations about irregularities and fraud, 
including claims that “glitches” had been found in 
Dominion voting machines and absentee ballot 
counting had been rushed. He also joined fellow 
House Republicans in sending letters to Attorney 
General Bill Barr on November 6 and December 
1 urging the Justice Department to investigate ac-
cusations of fraud in the 2020 election and later 
tweeted his support for a DOJ investigation. In 
December 2020, Allen signed an amicus brief in 
a lawsuit filed by the state of Texas urging the U.S. 
Supreme Court to overturn the results of the pres-
idential election in four swing states. In January 
2021, he objected to certifying the election results 

https://www.richmccormick.us/congressman-rich-mccormick-to-run-in-georgias-new-7th-district/
https://www.richmccormick.us/congressman-rich-mccormick-to-run-in-georgias-new-7th-district/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://www.gpb.org/news/2022/05/01/candidates-push-false-election-claims-in-gop-debate-for-new-6th-congressional
https://insurrectionexposed.org/clyde-andrew/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/25/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00034435
https://twitter.com/AndrewClyde_/status/1668797001268330497?s=20
https://twitter.com/AndrewClyde_/status/1668797001268330497?s=20
https://twitter.com/MikeCollinsGA/status/1481641577529311234?s=20
https://mikecollinsga.com/issues/
https://twitter.com/AndrewClyde_/status/1668797001268330497?s=20
https://insurrectionexposed.org/loudermilk-barry/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/loudermilk-barry/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/25/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00034435
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/watch-jan-6-panel-releases-video-of-rep-loudermilk-leading-a-capitol-tour-day-before-attack
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/gop-committee-probing-jan-6-investigation-asks-star-witness-cassidy-hu-rcna152324
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-department-of-justice/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-department-of-justice/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24662770-20240514-correspondence-from-chairman-loudermilk-to-cassidy-hutchinson28
https://insurrectionexposed.org/allen-rick/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/25/trump-backed-candidates-2022-primary-results-00034435
https://www.wjbf.com/news/local-republicans-say-recount-needed-after-voter-fraud-glitches/
https://www.wjbf.com/news/local-republicans-say-recount-needed-after-voter-fraud-glitches/
https://biggs.house.gov/media/in-the-news/read-letter-39-gopers-sent-ag-barr-over-alleged-voter-fraud
https://files.constantcontact.com/568da8df701/f10af72d-7d42-4a36-a84c-b0aa7d6c8272.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/568da8df701/f10af72d-7d42-4a36-a84c-b0aa7d6c8272.pdf
https://twitter.com/reprickallen/status/1334232597606621185
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
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and voted against both impeaching Trump for in-
citing the attack on the Capitol and establishing a 
House committee to investigate the insurrection. 

• Marjorie Taylor Greene | House (GA–14)
Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene is a far-
right firebrand who has served in the House since 
2020 and prides herself on being an agent of cha-
os in Congress. An outspoken Trump devotee, she 
wholeheartedly endorsed the former president in 
November 2022—the same day he announced 
his run for reelection. Both before and after the 
2020 presidential election, Greene helped spread 
the Big Lie and amplify conspiracy theories about 
election fraud in Georgia. In January 2021, she ob-
jected to certifying the election results and voted 
against both impeaching Trump for inciting the 
attack on the Capitol and establishing a House 
committee to investigate the insurrection. Greene 
continues to be one of Trump’s biggest cheerlead-
ers in Congress but in spring 2024 her attempt to 
oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R–LA) failed 
miserably and she caught criticism from within the 
party for being too disruptive.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
No candidate currently running for statewide office 
in Georgia in 2024 has questioned the results of the 
2020 presidential election.

Deniers in the State Legislature
Approximately 14% of the 236 members serving in 
Georgia’s General Assembly are election deniers, in-
cluding people in leadership positions in the Senate. 
The States United Democracy Center identifies 33 
legislators in the General Assembly—18 representa-
tives and 15 senators—who say they don’t believe 
that President Biden actually won the 2020 elec-
tion. Election denialism among elected officials at the 
state level matters because state legislators across 
the country have been introducing increasingly more 
bills in recent years that allow partisan operatives to 

manipulate elections, restrict access to voting, and 
potentially skew outcomes.

Deniers Administering Elections 
In August 2024, the State Election Board approved 
a measure that gives local officials newfound power 
to refuse or delay certification of a county’s election 
results, opening the potential for even more chaos 
following the 2024 election. Just days before they 
voted on the measure, Trump applauded the Repub-
licans on the board, saying at a campaign rally that 
they are “on fire” and calling them “three pit bulls 
fighting for honesty, transparency and victory.”

The following election administrators in Georgia still 
parrot the ex-president’s claims of a “rigged” election 
and continue to spread disinformation about election 
integrity in 2024: 

• Rick Jeffares | State Election Board
In January 2024, the Georgia Senate appointed 
former Republican state Senator Rick Jeffares (R) 
to the Election Board despite his “alleged history 
of promoting claims of fraud that were debunked 
by the [same] board,” as Democracy Docket re-
ported. Shortly after the 2020 election, his Face-
book posts claimed that “dead people had voted 
by mail, … the Democrats and China had colluded, 
and… that Democrats had cheated.” In opposing 
his nomination to the board, state Senator Jason 
Esteves (D) pointed out that, “It is nothing short 
of dangerous and irresponsible to empower con-
spiracy theorists on the State Election Board. This 
nomination will only serve to further those theories 
and undermine the people’s confidence in Geor-
gia’s elections.”

• Janice Johnston | State Election Board
Since the 2020 election, Janice Johnston has 
made complaints about election procedures at 
Fulton County Board Meetings (one of the most 
highly contested counties in that and subsequent 
elections), “calling for the firing of the county’s 
elections director, criticizing the job performance 

https://insurrectionexposed.org/greene-marjorie-taylor/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4659089-marjorie-taylor-greene-mike-johnson-owned-by-the-democrats/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4659089-marjorie-taylor-greene-mike-johnson-owned-by-the-democrats/
https://twitter.com/MTG_Clips/status/1592658908015099904?s=20&t=JAtJY3C5yXnnFQ86GxCyrg
https://insurrectionexposed.org/johnson-mike/
https://www.msnbc.com/the-reidout/reidout-blog/marjorie-taylor-greene-mike-johnson-evangelicals-rcna152652
https://www.msnbc.com/the-reidout/reidout-blog/marjorie-taylor-greene-mike-johnson-evangelicals-rcna152652
https://www.newsweek.com/fox-news-host-confronts-marjorie-taylor-greene-causing-disruption-1899666
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/states-of-denial/#georgia
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/dcim-2023-year-end/
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/dcim-2023-year-end/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/us/politics/georgia-elections-certification.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20240807&instance_id=131006&nl=the-morning&regi_id=156790710&segment_id=174425&te=1&user_id=8f08ab8e3e34fdecf4ed8bad63af2cdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/us/politics/georgia-elections-certification.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20240807&instance_id=131006&nl=the-morning&regi_id=156790710&segment_id=174425&te=1&user_id=8f08ab8e3e34fdecf4ed8bad63af2cdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/georgia-senate-confirms-alleged-election-denier-to-state-election-board/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/georgia-senate-confirms-alleged-election-denier-to-state-election-board/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/former-georgia-sen-rick-jeffares-confirmed-to-state-election-board/KABR7SVIIZC7ZGMKG2IKMZZY2A/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/former-georgia-sen-rick-jeffares-confirmed-to-state-election-board/KABR7SVIIZC7ZGMKG2IKMZZY2A/
https://sos.ga.gov/page/about-state-election-board
https://www.ajc.com/politics/high-stakes-election-tests-fulton-amid-state-takeover-threat/G7DQXEGFDFCDRDQCHAFV4HFYNM/


SWING STATE ELECTION DENIERS | GEORGIA    21

of temporary election workers and repeating un-
substantiated allegations of ‘falsified tally sheets’ 
during an audit,” according to the Atlanta-Journal 
Constitution. In December 2023, she voted in fa-
vor of a failed motion to investigate Secretary of 
State Brad Raffensberger over false claims that 
the 2020 election was stolen. Deputy Secretary 
of State Jordan Fuchs denounced the move, say-
ing, “The election wasn’t stolen and our office is 
surprised to see particular members of the State 
Election Board laying the foundation to discredit 
the next election.” 

In early 2024, Johnston proposed calling on the 
General Assembly to prohibit no-excuse absentee 
voting in Georgia due to “the risk of fraud,” but the 
full Election Board voted against her proposal.

• Janelle King | State Election Board
Shortly after being appointed to the board in June 
2024 to replace a more moderate Republican, 
Janelle King said she didn’t know if the 2020 
election had been fairly administered in Geor-
gia. “I believe that there are some things that are 
questionable,” she told The Guardian. “And I be-
lieve that those things have caused a disruption 
in whether or not people believe in our process.” 
In July 2024, King spoke in favor of reopening the 
board’s investigation into the 2020 presidential 
election results in Fulton County, which includes 
the Atlanta metropolitan area. When Biden won 
the county in 2020, Republicans demanded mul-
tiple investigations, none of which uncovered any 
fraud. However, King argued, “All we want is a little 
bit more time to look at this. I’m supporting getting 
more information because the information that I 
was provided, it gave me questions.”

• Debbie Fisher | Cobb County Board of 
Elections 
As a member of the county Board of Elections, 
Debbie Fisher voted against certifying the results 
of the November 2023 statewide municipal elec-
tions. Minutes from that board meeting report 
that she saw “no reason to certify” and that the 

“issues of concern” included “inconsistencies in 
reporting with the [secretary of state].” Later, she 
told a reporter for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
that she “opposed certification because she didn’t 
understand why voter check-in data for some ear-
ly voters appeared twice on reports generated 
by the secretary of state’s office.” However, state 
elections officials claimed that the programming 
issue was “quickly resolved.”

• Nancy Jester | DeKalb County Board of 
Elections
Nancy Jester refused to certify the results of the 
November 2023 statewide municipal elections. 
In 2021, she replaced Baoky Vu, “a longtime Re-
publican elections board member who was not 
reappointed for another term because he pushed 
back on false claims of widespread voter fraud in 
last fall’s election,” according to the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution.

• Anthony Lewis | Dekalb County Board of 
Elections
Anthony Lewis is among the county elections 
officials who refused to certify the results of the 
November 2023 statewide municipal elections in 
Georgia, according to Rolling Stone.

• Sharlene Alexander | Fayette County 
Board of Elections
In July 2024, the Georgia Election Board voted to 
advance a proposed rule submitted by Sharlene 
Alexander that would require three people at each 
polling precinct to hand count the total number of 
ballots and compare them with the machine totals. 
In a statement criticizing her petition and similar 
proposed procedural changes, Georgia Secre-
tary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) warned that 
“activists seeking to impose last-minute changes 
in election procedures outside of the legislative 
process undermine voter confidence and burden 
election workers.” The board will vote on Alexan-
der’s proposed rule change at its September 20 
meeting.
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• Gary Stamper | Floyd County Board of 
Elections
After Georgia’s General Assembly dissolved the 
nonpartisan Floyd County Board of Elections in 
the wake of the 2020 election, the county com-
mission appointed Gary Stamper as one of three 
Republicans on the five-member board. He rou-
tinely peddled baseless conspiracies about the 
2020 election, including allegations of problems 
with mail-in ballots and rigged voting machines, 
according to cutThe Washington Post. 

• Julie Adams | Fulton County Board of 
Elections
After refusing to certify two primaries this year, 
recently appointed elections official Julie Adams 
filed a lawsuit against the Fulton County Board of 
Registration and Elections for denying her request 
to first examine a long list of election records in 
search of signs of fraud or other irregularities. The 
board member is not only an avid Trump loyalist 
but also a regional coordinator for the Election 
Integrity Network (EIN), a national group founded 
by extremist lawyer and Trump ally Cleta Mitchell 
that has been recruiting election deniers in battle-
ground states to target local election offices. Ad-
ams helped found the Georgia Election Integrity 
Coalition after attending an EIN summit in 2022. 
She is also affiliated with Tea Party Patriots, anoth-
er election denialist group.

• Michael Heekin | Fulton County Board of 
Elections
Mike Heekin joined fellow Board of Registration 
and Elections member Julie Adams in voting 
against certifying the results of the March 2024 
presidential primary, echoing the same procedural 
questions raised in her 2024 lawsuit, including 
lack of timely “access to essential election mate-
rials and processes.”

• David Hancock | Gwinnett County Board 
of Elections
After the 2020 presidential election, David Han-
cock made unsubstantiated claims of widespread 

voter fraud on his Facebook page. In December 
of that year, he posted, “Kudos to our GA State 
Republican Party! They are fighting HARD to get 
the SOS to investigate the mountain of fraud in 
this election.” Several days later, he posted a video 
purporting to show “ballots pulled from under a 
table and counted without observers” in Fulton 
County. Another Facebook post from December 
2020 reads, “Those of us looking to expose what 
happened in the Nov election are not going to 
stop on January 20th. What happens if proof of 
massive fraud (with confessions and perhaps jail 
time) comes out in, say, February?” 

More recently, Hancock has also posted about 
election fraud on his X/Twitter page, including a 
July 2024 repost of a tweet characterizing the 
2020 election as “arguably the greatest fraud in 
world history,” as well as a retweet alleging that 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger’s general 
counsel is “holding evidence hostage from the 
State Election Board,” which is trying to investigate 
“why there were over 20,000 unsubstantiated 
votes in both the original and machine recount 
in 2020.”

• Alice O’Lenick | Gwinnett County Board of 
Elections
Shortly after the 2020 election, Alice O’Lenick, 
then chairwoman of the county elections board, 
didn’t hide “her anger with the democratic process 
that allowed voters in [suburban Atlanta] to help 
turn the state blue,” according to The Root. She 
also told a local news station, “I’ve never seen an 
election, presidential or local election, that had 
so many hang-ups to it.” In addition, she alleged 
without direct evidence that the county saw an 
increase in attempted voting by undocument-
ed immigrants. Speaking at a Gwinnett County 
Republican Party meeting in January 2021, she 
advocated for changing Georgia’s election laws 
so that Republicans would “at least have a shot 
at winning,” and called ballot drop boxes “ballot 
harvesting boxes.” As chair, she voted against 
certifying the county’s 2020 election results and, 
even though a coalition of county legislators and 
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civic groups called on her to resign, she has held 
her ground and still serves on the board, though 
no longer as chair. 

• Jack Noa | Hall County Board of Elections
During a 2022 radio show interview, Jack Noa 
claimed that “Dominion machines” and “paper 
crossing the state line to vote” were behind his 
desire to apply for the position as chair of the 
County Board of Elections. Shortly after he was 
appointed, he again cast doubt on the reliability of 
voting machines and “the integrity of the general 
election system.”

• Ben Johnson | Spalding County Board of 
Elections
A purveyor of election conspiracies, Ben Johnson 
has addressed social media posts to “fellow insur-
rectionists” and called Joe Biden “an illegitimate 
president.” He has called for banning electronic 
voting machines, early voting, and mail-in ballots, 
echoing claims about “ballot trafficking.” More than 
a year after Georgia’s secretary of state confirmed 
the legitimacy of Biden’s win, Johnson posted 
about the “hours upon hours of video-taped bal-
lot harvesting in Georgia, the phantoms all over, 
the dirty voter rolls, the withholding of subpoe-
naed materials.” He also falsely claimed at a public 
meeting that a judge had ruled Dominion voting 
machines were “illegal” in Georgia. Johnson vot-
ed against renewing the county’s maintenance 
contract with Dominion and was involved in the 
2021 effort to hire the computer forensics firm 
SullivanStrickler to preserve digital images of the 
county’s election machine data—an illegal breach 
of voter privacy. In July 2023, Johnson voted to 
require the county to hand count all ballots before 
certifying the results of an election. 

• Roy McClain | Spalding County Board of 
Elections
Since the 2020 election, Roy McClain has called 
for eliminating the use of voting machines in Geor-
gia, so much so that colleagues have called him 
“obsessed” when it comes to Dominion voting ma-
chines. In November 2023, he refused to certify the 

results of municipal elections in the county despite 
a recount showing the exact same results tabulated 
by voting machines. McClain was also involved in 
the 2021 effort to hire the computer forensics firm 
SullivanStrickler to preserve digital images of the 
county’s election machine data—an illegal breach 
of voter privacy. In July 2023, he voted to require 
the county to hand count all ballots before certify-
ing the results of an election.

• James Newland | Spalding County Board 
of Elections 
In July 2023, James Newland introduced and voted 
in favor of a motion to require hand counts of bal-
lots and withhold certification of election results un-
til all discrepancies are resolved. While introducing 
the measure, he reportedly cited false claims about 
widespread voter fraud in Georgia, including that 
people who do not exist or are ineligible to vote do 
so in significant numbers. That same day, Newland 
attended a hand count demonstration hosted by 
the state GOP’s Second Vice Chair David Cross, a 
prominent election denier, and the election denier 
group Georgians For Truth.

• Kimberly Slaughter | Spalding County 
Elections Supervisor
As a county elections supervisor, Kim Slaughter 
was involved in the 2021 effort to hire the firm 
SullivanStrickler to obtain images of the county’s 
election system, which would have been an illegal 
breach of election data. In July 2023, she voted in 
favor of a motion to require hand counts of ballots 
and withhold certification of election results until all 
discrepancies are resolved. That same day, Slaugh-
ter attended a hand count demonstration hosted by 
the state GOP’s Second Vice Chair David Cross, a 
prominent election denier, and the election denier 
group Georgians For Truth.

• Drew Chestnutt | Worth County Board of 
Elections
In a Facebook post several days after the 2020 
election, Drew Chestnutt showed an official let-
ter from Georgia state legislators to Secretary of 
State Brad Raffensperger demanding that he in-
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vestigate Trump’s allegations of fraud in the state. 
Chestnutt urged his followers to take action, post-
ing: “Please call!”

Deniers in GOP Leadership
Georgia is among the states where the Republi-
can Party is split and in turmoil. While those in the 
Trump camp have ousted previous leaders and fully 
embraced election denialism, the state’s more es-
tablished Republicans—including Governor Brian 
Kemp—initially turned their backs on both Trump 
and the MAGA-dominated state party organization 
(though ultimately, even the governor is now “sup-
porting the [GOP] ticket”). 

After years of raising alarms about “election integrity,” 
in May 2024 Georgia’s Republican Committee voted 
to remove Brian Pritchard, the state party’s first vice 
chairman and an outspoken 2020 election denier, 
from his position after a judicial ruling two months 
earlier that found he had voted illegally in nine elec-
tions in 2008 and 2010. 

The following are among the state GOP leaders who 
continue to raise doubts about the outcome of the 
2020 presidential election:

• Jason Thompson | National 
Committeeman
Jason Thompson describes himself as a “bold 
voice on the Republican National Committee, serv-
ing as Chairman of Election Operations and on 
the Election Integrity Committee.”  As co-founder 
of the far-right Georgia Republican Assembly and 
chairman of the Republican National Lawyers As-
sociation in Georgia, he’s “working to build a state-
wide team of election attorneys in every county to 
be prepared to defend the integrity of the vote.” 
Thompson pushed the RNC to pay the legal bills of 
fake electors and contributed his own money for 
their defense. He also claims that in 2020, he was 
“the only Republican attorney to win an election 
law case in support of President Trump against 

the Fulton Board of Elections.” In 2024, right-wing 
leaders such as Charlie Kirk of Turning Point USA 
(TPUSA) and Jenny Martin, cofounder of Tea Party 
Patriots, endorsed his hard-fought campaign for 
national committeeman. In his campaign for that 
position, Thompson took credit for “shepherding” 
an RNC resolution promoting claims of election 
irregularities and the hand counting of ballots 
sponsored by TPUSA. He also gained points from 
MAGA Republicans for raising concerns about for-
mer RNC chair Ronna McDaniel before she was 
ousted from her leadership position and replaced 
by Trump’s hand-picked leaders.

• Amy Kremer | National Committeewoman
Amy Kremer has been a Trump acolyte and elec-
tion denier since well before the 2020 presidential 
election. Women for America First, a pro-Trump 
organization she cofounded with her daughter in 
2019, secured the permit for the March to Save 
America rally and is part of a web of dark money 
groups tied to the rallies. She was also one of the 
most active fundraisers in the Stop the Steal move-
ment and organized two cross-country March for 
Trump bus tours. Selections from Kremer’s social 
media posts compiled by a CNN investigation in-
clude a tweet on January 26, 2021, stating, “For 
those that haven’t figured it out yet... Trump won 
in a landslide,” and another on May 17, 2021, that 
read, “There was no insurrection. The only coup 
that happened was on November 4th.” CNN also 
notes that Kremer’s daughter created the Stop the 
Steal Facebook group the day after the election. 

• David Cross | Second Vice Chair
David Cross is one of many far-right extremists 
and election deniers elected to state party posi-
tions in the past couple of years. On his Twitter/X 
page he calls himself an “election activist” and has 
pushed hard for “human-counted paper ballots” 
and hand counts of all elections. Cross was also 
among “a small group of election deniers who… 
relentlessly hounded” Georgia officials into inves-
tigating endless complaints of fraud and “ballot 
harvesting” after the 2020 election.
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https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/06/us/capitol-riot-paths-to-insurrection/amy-kremer.html
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/06/us/capitol-riot-paths-to-insurrection/amy-kremer.html
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/06/us/capitol-riot-paths-to-insurrection/amy-kremer.html
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/06/us/capitol-riot-paths-to-insurrection/amy-kremer.html
https://twitter.com/GAballots?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/GAballots?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/28/georgia-republican-election-hand-count-ballot
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/mar/29/georgia-election-deniers-trump-2020-election
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• Caroline Jeffords | Secretary
Aligned with the pro-Trump faction of the Georgia 
GOP, Caroline Jeffords was elected state party 
secretary in 2023 in part by touting the fact that 
she has been “on the front lines of the election 
integrity battle.” She is a plaintiff in election integ-
rity litigation in Georgia claiming that counterfeit 
ballots were used in the 2020 election.

• Suzi Voyles | Assistant Secretary
Suzi Voyles is a 2022 U.S. House candidate who 
ran on her efforts to reverse Trump’s defeat but 
lost in the primary. As a Fulton County poll worker 
in 2020, she had expressed concerns about the 
accuracy of the presidential vote count in Georgia. 
Voyles won her party position at the GOP conven-
tion in 2023, and like Jeffords, is a plaintiff in elec-
tion integrity litigation claiming that counterfeit 
ballots were used in Georgia in the 2020 election.

• Laurie McClain | Treasurer
In August 2023, just two months after Laurie Mc-
Clain was elected treasurer of the state party while 
serving as first vice chair of the Gwinnett County 
GOP, she published a statement on Facebook 
expressing solidarity with Georgia’s fake electors 
and outrage with Fulton County District Attorney 
Fani Willis for pursuing criminal charges against 
Trump and his allies for election interference. 
“The Fulton County district attorney has hijacked 
Georgia RICO laws to exact vengeance on patriots 
offering themselves up in the process of securing 
election integrity,” the statement read. 

• Salleigh Grubbs | Cobb County Chair
An “ardent” Trump supporter, Salleigh Grubbs 
“is one of the many GOP officials in Georgia still 
questioning the results of the 2020 election,” ac-
cording to CNN. Her doubts about the legitimacy 
of the outcome led her to go to great lengths to 
try to expose fraud and subsequently to run for 
election as county chair. From that position, she 
has “helped shape the nominating rules and del-
egations selection to favor Trump’s return [and 
is now] on the front lines of turning out voters, 
monitoring the polls, and potentially challenging 

the results in November, in service of the man 
whose myth inspired [her] in the first place,” as 
The Atlantic put it. 

Grubbs has condemned the violence of the Jan-
uary 6 attack on the Capitol, but on the one-year 
anniversary of the riot she and other Cobb GOP 
officials planned a vigil for the “J6 prisoners” and 
“patriots” imprisoned for their roles, according to 
a copy of the invitation obtained by the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. Based on public outcry, the 
group ultimately opted to cancel the vigil. In ad-
dition, Grubbs is Cobb County chair for the Over 
80K caucus of the far-right Georgia Republican 
Assembly, which has vilified Governor Brian Kemp, 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger and other 
Republicans who resisted Trump’s demands that 
they break the law to overturn the election results 
in 2020.

• David Shafer | Chair Emeritus
As the former chairman of the state GOP (2019–
23), David Shafer is one of 16 fake electors who 
attempted to interfere in the 2020 presidential 
election in Georgia. The Department of Justice 
subpoenaed him as part of its election interfer-
ence investigation, and he has been indicted in 
Fulton County on eight counts, including imper-
sonating a public officer, forgery, false statements, 
and attempting to file false documents. Prosecu-
tors have rejected Shafer’s claim that he was only 
following the advice of Trump campaign lawyers, 
suggesting instead that he actually played a lead-
ership role in organizing and facilitating the entire 
fake elector effort in Georgia.

• Kandiss Taylor | District 1 Chair
A far-right conspiracist and election denier, Kandiss 
Taylor is an ardent Trump supporter and Christian 
Nationalist who ran in Georgia’s GOP primary for 
governor in 2022 and refused to concede her 
loss to Brian Kemp after winning only 3.4% of the 
vote. Oregon Public Broadcasting refers to her as 
“a fringe, far-right figure in Georgia with a history 
of making false claims about the 2020 election, 
voting machines, and how elections are run.”

https://www.thedailybeast.com/georgia-republican-party-picks-election-denier-brian-pritchard-david-cross-for-top-positions
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/nation-politics/georgia-gop-elects-election-deniers-to-key-posts/
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/nation-politics/georgia-gop-elects-election-deniers-to-key-posts/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-practice/former-acting-attorney-general-rosen-calls-clark-moves-improper
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/nation-politics/georgia-gop-elects-election-deniers-to-key-posts/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/the-georgia-gop-has-a-new-chairman/3Z5P4MFQTRB5BN3FITQUH5FOOM/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-georgia/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/27/politics/georgia-republicans-trump-2022/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/27/politics/georgia-republicans-trump-2022/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/04/trump-maga-movement-grassroots-republican-party/678043/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/04/trump-maga-movement-grassroots-republican-party/678043/
https://twitter.com/bluestein/status/1477750541564497920?s=21
https://x.com/cobbgop/status/1478787372095614983?s=20
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/far-right-faction-pushes-to-oust-traitors-from-georgia-gop/2ADAPHD5ZBB3FIKFXQ2LWPH4P4/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/far-right-faction-pushes-to-oust-traitors-from-georgia-gop/2ADAPHD5ZBB3FIKFXQ2LWPH4P4/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/22/politics/justice-department-subpoenas-david-shafer-georgia-fake-trump-electors/index.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-georgia/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/30/georgia-gop-chair-share-lawyer-alternate-electors-00071369
https://twitter.com/KandissTaylor/status/1737305370354147715
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kandiss-taylor-globe-conspiracy-1234747197/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/07/02/losing-candidates-claim-election-fraud/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/07/02/losing-candidates-claim-election-fraud/


26    SWING STATE ELECTION DENIERS | GEORGIA

• Brad Carver | District 5 Chair
A lawyer and key player in Georgia’s GOP polit-
ical establishment, Brad Carver is one of 16 fake 
electors who attempted to interfere in the 2020 
presidential election. In 2022, the Department 
of Justice subpoenaed him as part of its federal 
election fraud investigation. In December 2020, 
he pushed the false narrative of election fraud in 
Georgia on Sean Hannity’s radio show. After then 
GOP State Chair David Shafer appointed him to 
lead the party’s Election Confidence Task Force, 
he issued a report concluding that the 2020 elec-
tion “revealed dramatic weaknesses in Georgia’s 
system for conducting elections, and as a result, 
public confidence in the integrity of that system 
has been shattered.”  

• David Oles | District 11 Chair
David Oles is a Harvard-educated attorney who has 
stoked distrust of the electoral process and Domin-
ion voting machines in Georgia. He represented 
True the Vote in a lawsuit seeking a hand recount 
of ballots based on the claim of ballot harvesting 
made in the debunked documentary 2000 Mules. 
But when True the Vote was unable to produce any 
evidence of ballot harvesting per court order, the 
superior court judge dismissed the case.

• Jeff Hughes | Jackson County Chair
In the wake of the 2020 presidential election and 
pressure from the far-right group True the Vote, Jeff 
Hughes forced an investigation into 211 Jackson 
County voters who had cast ballots after recently 
changing their address, following an unsubstanti-
ated claim that as many as 2,000 county residents 
with address changes could have voted illegally. In 
2021, he also refused to certify the runoff election 
of Democratic Senator Raphael Warnock “until the 
211 names were passed on to the secretary of state 
for further investigation.” The results were eventu-
ally certified despite his dissent.

• Chris Mora | Pickens County Chair
In 2022, with the support of MAGA activists in rural 
Pickens County, the newly elected GOP County 
Chair Chris Mora filed an unsuccessful lawsuit de-

manding a hand recount of two outcomes of the 
GOP primary he questioned. Even though the pri-
mary results had already been certified in Pickens 
County, Mora alleged that the state’s electronic 
voting machines were unreliable and suggested 
that he should unseal the ballots and do the re-
count himself to determine whether incumbents 
Brian Kemp and Brad Raffensperger had actually 
won the primaries for governor and secretary of 
state, respectively. Both Republicans had with-
stood pressure from Trump to overturn the results 
of the 2020 presidential election in Georgia.

• Mandy Robinson-Hand | Taylor County 
Chair
Mandy Robinson-Hand and her husband Chuck 
(who lost his 2024 bid for the U.S. House in the 
GOP primary) participated in the January 6 attack 
on the Capitol and were among those arrested for 
their roles in the insurrection. On the day of the 
riot, she texted friends and family members to say 
that she and her husband considered themselves 
to be “rebels,” adding “Dude im in a war.” After 
pleading guilty in 2023, Robinson-Hand served 
a 20-day prison sentence. Her husband said at 
a campaign event: “We were there to protest an 
election that was stolen from us,” and on his cam-
paign site, he insisted that “they were nonviolent 
protesters who were made examples of by a two-
tiered justice system” and a Department of Jus-
tice that has been a “weaponized… by the Biden 
Administration.” 

• Keenan Knight | Troop County Chair
In early 2024, Keenan Knight submitted a re-
quest to the county board of commissioners to 
replace the use of Dominion voting machines with 
paper ballots. “This is a nonpartisan issue,” he 
said. “We’ve heard the distrust of electronic vot-
ing systems with proprietary code that cannot be 
audited. We’ve seen the sloppy chain of custody 
protocols with unlimited mailing [sic] ballots. We 
will get proof of the accuracy of hand-counting 
paper ballots.”

https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-georgia/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/22/us/politics/justice-dept-jan-6-subpoenas.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-department-of-justice/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/indictment-department-of-justice/
https://www.mediamatters.org/fox-news/subpoenaed-fake-georgia-elector-pushed-election-fraud-conspiracy-theories-sean-hannity
https://gagop.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Georgia-Republican-Party-Election-Confidence-Task-Force-Report.pdf
https://insurrectionexposed.org/dominion-voting-systems/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/dominion-voting-systems/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/true-the-vote/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/10/30/pickens-county-ga-election-skeptics/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/group-claiming-evidence-ballot-harvesting-225521096.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAEdU2Lh6qY4W1ULl3r0qrp0B1QsJZYMYD0HqZ1Ny8QZVkchD_I0CAlfqN_LFYKebmuL9rC7wqXmWJDg7KkToKISjROWL1w1Q1aqHJNkIpXDg8SD63NauLemvIUq9Q_ysRt0Aq4rCpoHu5DhceAJHqtLKHh9QMJRJUlyWskZJBgvK
https://www.yahoo.com/news/group-claiming-evidence-ballot-harvesting-225521096.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAEdU2Lh6qY4W1ULl3r0qrp0B1QsJZYMYD0HqZ1Ny8QZVkchD_I0CAlfqN_LFYKebmuL9rC7wqXmWJDg7KkToKISjROWL1w1Q1aqHJNkIpXDg8SD63NauLemvIUq9Q_ysRt0Aq4rCpoHu5DhceAJHqtLKHh9QMJRJUlyWskZJBgvK
https://insurrectionexposed.org/true-the-vote/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/13/trump-big-lie-georgia-election-officials
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/10/30/pickens-county-ga-election-skeptics/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/10/30/pickens-county-ga-election-skeptics/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/raffensperger-brad/
https://www.ajc.com/news/investigations/georgia-gop-chair-for-taylor-county-mandy-robinson-hand-sentenced-in-jan-6-charge/EELHFVY4TRBS3KT7BWBUUDNZ4E/
https://www.ajc.com/news/georgia-couple-arrested-in-jan-6-capitol-riot/PGFMCZ4UE5HZTKPABYARMZIH7E/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/defendants/robinson-hand-mandy
https://www.timesenterprise.com/news/local_news/second-congressional-district-candidate-visits-thomasville-gop/article_b0ac4906-5e3c-11ee-b9f3-176edec635f8.html
https://chuckhandforgeorgia.com/about-us
https://www.lagrangenews.com/2024/01/18/paper-ballots-group-asks-county-to-move-on-from-dominion/
https://www.lagrangenews.com/2024/01/18/paper-ballots-group-asks-county-to-move-on-from-dominion/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/dominion-voting-systems/
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Overview

Historically, Michigan voted primarily Republican in presidential elections until the 1930s, when voters 
began to alternate between the two parties during the Depression. From 1972–88, Michiganders veered 
to the Right and backed Republicans, but then swung to the Left to vote Democratic in the six consecutive 
presidential elections between 1992 and 2012. Trump flipped the state in 2016, narrowly defeating Hillary 
Clinton by a mere 0.2%—the closest contest in terms of percentages that year. 

In 2020 President Biden won Michigan by 154,188 votes (or 2.8%), earning him the state’s 16 electoral 
votes (now reduced to 15 for 2024 and 2028 based on 2020 census data). Democrats have held both 
Senate seats since 2000, though Michigan’s House delegation is more evenly split, with six Republicans 
and seven Democrats as of the 2022 midterms. The governorship has been in Democratic hands since 
2018 but Republicans held that office in the preceding two election cycles. And in 2022, Democrats won 
control of the governorship and both chambers of the state legislature for the first time in 40 years.

Most Michigan residents are white and vote Republican, except in Wayne County, its main metropolitan 
area around Detroit, where the population is almost 80% Black and tends to vote Democratic. It’s that 
split between urban and rural—and Black and white—voters that makes the state a toss-up in presidential 
elections.

As in other swing states Biden won in 2020, the Trump campaign filed numerous lawsuits in Michigan after 
the election, making claims of voter fraud and systemic irregularities without providing real evidence. A 
group of Trump supporters also got unauthorized access to voting machines in Antrim County in order to 
conduct their own “audit” of results. Ultimately, more than 200 post-election audits—including a dozen in 
Wayne County alone—affirmed Biden’s victory. In addition, a comprehensive state Senate report approved 
by GOP lawmakers found no evidence of widespread fraud and confirmed that voters in Michigan can 
trust the efficacy of the electoral process in their state. 

Three House Republicans from Michigan voted against certifying the 2020 election on January 6, 2021—and 
all three are running for reelection again in 2024. In the aftermath of the attack on the Capitol, at least 24 
Michigan residents have faced criminal charges for contributing to the violence that day—including two 
charged with assaulting police officers.  

2020 Election Fallout
Michigan has been a hotbed of election fraud con-
spiracy theories, with many people in power—espe-
cially at the local precinct level—still casting doubt 
on President Biden’s victory and ready to undermine 
the electoral process while sowing more mistrust and 
chaos in 2024. 

• Since the 2020 election, Republican leaders in 
Michigan have purged GOP election canvassers in 
eight of the largest counties (including Genesee, 

Ingham, Kalamazoo, Livingston, Macomb, 
Saginaw, and Washtenaw), according to a report 
by The Detroit News. At least half of them have 
been replaced with people who have discredited 
the 2020 election results.

• Election-year unrest in Michigan already surfaced 
in April 2020 when hundreds of protesters—
some armed with rifles—stormed the Michigan 
statehouse in a failed attempt to force an end to 
Covid-19 restrictions. 

https://www.270towin.com/states/Michigan
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-gretchen-whitmer-politics-michigan-state-government-ddd081699d6531b657129e1c9dd1024d
https://apnews.com/article/abortion-gretchen-whitmer-politics-michigan-state-government-ddd081699d6531b657129e1c9dd1024d
https://share.america.gov/what-is-a-swing-state/#:~:text=The%20list%20includes%20Arizona%2C%20Georgia,the%20election%2C%E2%80%9D%20he%20says.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/05/poll-watcher-challenger-ballot-counting-detroit-tcf-center/6172210002/
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/05/05/politics/michigan-expands-investigation-voting-machine-breaches/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/BOE_2020_Post_Election_Audit_Report_04_21_21_723005_7.pdf
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/03/02/michigan-election-audit-results/6884982002/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/capitol-breach-cases?combined=Michigan&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/capitol-breach-cases?combined=Michigan&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC
https://www.wxyz.com/news/its-been-6-months-since-the-u-s-capitol-riots-heres-who-was-arrested-from-michigan
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/michigan-residents-arrested-charges-actions-during-january-6-capitol-breach
https://www.propublica.org/article/michigan-republicans-maga-meltdown-democracy-elections
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2021/10/10/michigan-republicans-replace-local-election-officials/6053701001/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/30/michigan-protests-coronavirus-lockdown-armed-capitol
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• That extremism continued with 13 men arrested 
in October 2020 on charges of plotting to kid-
nap Democratic Governor Gretchen Whitmer and 
overthrow the state government. 

• On December 14, 2020, the day Democratic elec-
tors were meeting at the statehouse in Lansing to 
certify the election for Biden, Michigan GOP lead-
ers showed up to try to stop them. Sixteen of them 
signed and sent falsified certificates to Congress 
and the National Archives claiming that Michigan’s 
Electoral College votes belonged to Trump.

• On January 5, 2021, Meshawn Maddock, one of 
Michigan’s fake electors and a national advisory 
board member of Women for Trump, helped or-
ganize a rally in Washington, D.C., in advance of 
Trump’s rally the next day. She and her husband 
Matt Maddock, a Michigan state representative at 
the time, arranged for buses to take Trump sup-
porters to the March to Save America event and 
were part of the crowd that stormed the Capitol 
that afternoon. Michigan State House Republicans 
kicked him out of their caucus as a result.

• In March 2021, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
completed a comprehensive audit of the ballots 
cast in the 2020 general election in Michigan, the 
machines used to tabulate those ballots, and the 
election procedures in every county. “It is time for 
leaders across the political spectrum to tell their 
constituents the truth—that our election was the 
most secure in history, and the results accurately 
reflect the will of Michigan’s voters,” she said in 
announcing the results.

• In June 2021, State Representative Steve Carra 
(R-Three Rivers) introduced a bill that called for 
hiring an independent firm to conduct another au-
dit of the 2020 election, but that ultimately failed 
in the Michigan Legislature.

• After the secretary of state completed the 2020 
election audit, the state auditor general inde-
pendently examined a conspiracy theory alleging 
that a significant number of votes had been cast 

by dead people. Its final report released in March 
2022 fully debunked the conspiracy theory.

• In December 2021, a group of Trump supporters 
again demanded a forensic audit of Michigan’s 
2020 presidential election results to be funded 
by anonymous sources. Secretary of State Benson 
agreed to process the petition but said in a state-
ment: “Over a year into this grift, their goal is now 
clear. They no longer want only to change the 
outcome of the 2020 election, but to also under-
mine citizens’ faith in our democracy and dissuade 
them from being engaged and informed voters in 
future elections.”

• A nonprofit known as the Election Integrity Force 
(EIF) created in the wake of the 2020 election has 
raised skepticism about the legitimacy of the pro-
cess and attempted to decertify President Biden’s 
win in Michigan by suing the governor and sec-
retary of state. EIF also challenged the ballots of 
approximately 22,000 people during the August 
2022 Michigan primary.

• In August 2022, longtime U.S. Representative 
Peter Meijer lost his Republican primary after vot-
ing to impeach Trump in 2021 for his role in inciting 
the violence at the Capitol.

• In 2022 Trump backed extremists running for 
Michigan’s top three statewide offices: Republicans 
Tudor Dixon for governor, Matthew DePerno for 
attorney general, and Kristina Karamo for secre-
tary of state. All three lost.

• In August 2022, Reuters reported that Matthew 
DePerno, Trump’s pick for attorney general, had 
worked with other operatives to gain access to 
ballot tabulation machines in Roscommon County. 
A special prosecutor is continuing to investigate 
concerns that he was part of a network of right-
wing activists suspected of breaching U.S. voting 
machines after the 2020 election. Eleven of the 
17 incidents reported throughout the country took 
place in Michigan.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/six-men-charged-alleged-plot-kidnap-michigan-gov-gretchen-whitmer-n1242622
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/01/14/nessel-gop-trump-feds/6522173001/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-michigan/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/meshawn-maddock/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fake-electors-michigan/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/01/07/capitol-riot-meshawn-maddock-michigan-republican-cochair/6577739002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/01/07/capitol-riot-meshawn-maddock-michigan-republican-cochair/6577739002/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/march-to-save-america/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2022/04/26/rep-matt-maddock-removed-state-house-republican-caucus/9546792002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/03/02/michigan-election-audit-results/6884982002/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2021/06/22/michigan-lawmaker-introduces-bill-require-election-audit/5297929001/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2021/06/22/michigan-lawmaker-introduces-bill-require-election-audit/5297929001/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2022/03/04/audit-debunks-dead-voter-theory-michigan-2020-election/9373387002/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/trump-backers-want-audit-2020-michigan-vote-funded-anonymous-donors
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/28/us/politics/election-activists-voter-challenges.html
https://apnews.com/article/2022-primary-elections-house-representatives-a7d0e3032a2a4f6577a2dcddb375aab4
https://apnews.com/article/trump-impeachment-vote-capitol-siege-0a6f2a348a6e43f27d5e1dc486027860
https://apnews.com/article/trump-impeachment-vote-capitol-siege-0a6f2a348a6e43f27d5e1dc486027860
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2022-election/trump-endorses-tudor-dixon-michigan-governors-race-rcna39914#
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-endorses-michigan-ag-candidate-who-served-attorney-failed-election-fraud-suit-1630201
https://insurrectionexposed.org/karamo-kristina/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/16/politics/kristina-karamo-michigan-secretary-of-state-candidate/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/16/politics/kristina-karamo-michigan-secretary-of-state-candidate/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/exclusive-trump-backed-michigan-attorney-general-candidate-involved-voting-2022-08-07/
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• In July 2023, Michigan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel announced felony charges against 16 
Michigan residents for their role in the 2020 fake 
electors scheme.

• In October 2023, James Renner—one of the 
fake electors charged—reached a “cooperation 
agreement” with the attorney general’s office in 
exchange for all criminal charges against him be-
ing dropped. The remaining 15 fake electors have 
pleaded not guilty to the eight criminal charges 
the state brought against them. A district court 
judge in Lansing has divided the defendants into 
two groups and in early 2024 was still holding 
preliminary hearings about how the cases should 
proceed. 

•  In May 2024, as part of Michigan’s ongoing prose-
cution of those who interfered with the 2020 pres-
idential election, Attorney General Nessel charged 
former Adams Township Clerk Stephanie Scott 
and her lawyer with four felony counts related 
to unauthorized computer access, misconduct in 
office, and concealing or withholding a voting ma-
chine, along with a misdemeanor for disregarding 
instructions from elections officials.

Deniers Running for Congress
In Michigan, election deniers currently account for 
one-third of the state’s 15-member congressional 
delegation. Six incumbents and one other Repub-
licans running for Congress in 2024 have falsely 
claimed that Trump won the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, spread lies or conspiracies about its legitimacy, 
refused to certify the results, or took steps to under-
mine the integrity of that or subsequent elections. 
These include:

• Jack Bergman | House (MI–1)
Representative Jack Bergman has served in the 
House since 2016 and won reelection in 2022 
with 60% of the vote in his very conservative 
Republican district. After the 2020 election, he 
helped spread the Big Lie and was one of four 

Michigan congressional Republicans who signed 
an amicus brief in support of Texas v. Pennsyl-
vania, a lawsuit arguing that the Supreme Court 
should overturn election results in Michigan and 
three other states due to suspicions of fraud. On 
January 6, 2021, Bergman voted against certifying 
President Biden’s electoral win and then also vot-
ed against both impeaching Trump for inciting the 
mob and establishing a special House committee 
to investigate the attack on the Capitol. 

• John Moolenaar | House (MI–2)
Representative John Moolenaar has served in the 
House since 2015, initially representing Michigan’s 
4th Congressional District but running for reelec-
tion in the 2nd. In December 2020, he joined 105 
other House Republicans in signing an amicus 
brief in support of Texas v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit 
arguing that the Supreme Court should overturn 
election results in Michigan and three other states 
due to suspicions of fraud. Moolenaar’s 2024 cam-
paign website includes a page on “election integ-
rity,” where he claims to have “demanded that the 
secretary of state clean up Michigan voter lists 
and get dead people off the rolls,” a reference to 
some of the many conspiracy theories from 2020 
that have since been debunked.

• Bill Huizenga | House (MI–4)
Representative Bill Huizenga has served in the 
House since 2011 and was reelected in 2022 with 
Trump’s endorsement. In December 2020, he was 
among the House Republicans who signed an 
amicus brief in support of Texas v. Pennsylvania, 
a lawsuit arguing that the Supreme Court should 
overturn election results in Michigan and three 
other states due to suspicions of fraud. In January 
2021, Huizenga voted against impeaching Trump 
for inciting the violence at the Capitol. In early 
2024 he joined other far-right House members 
in signing a nonbinding resolution declaring that 
Trump “did not engage in insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or give aid or comfort to 
the enemies thereof.” Just hours after the former 
president was found guilty of 34 criminal counts of 
falsifying business records to influence the 2016 
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presidential election, Huizenga tweeted: “The cir-
cus has come full circle. This trial was a sham and 
embodies the dangerous lawfare being utilized to 
undermine our system of justice.”

• Tim Walberg | House (MI–5)
Representative Tim Walberg has served in the 
House since 2011 and is a member of the conser-
vative Republican Study Group. In the weeks after 
the 2020 election, he cast doubt on the legitimacy 
of the results and in December, he joined House 
Republicans in signing an amicus brief in support 
of Texas v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit arguing that 
the Supreme Court should overturn election re-
sults in Michigan and three other states due to 
suspicions of fraud. On January 6, 2021, Walberg 
voted against certifying President Biden’s elector-
al win, and then later voted against both impeach-
ing Trump for inciting the mob and establishing a 
special House committee to investigate the attack 
on the Capitol. 

• Tom Barrett | House (MI–7)
On January 5, 2021, Michigan State Senator Tom 
Barrett was one of 11 senators who sent a letter to 
Vice President Mike Pence and members of Con-
gress requesting that they “pursue every available 
option and procedure to examine the credible 
allegations of election-related concerns surround-
ing fraud and irregularities” in the election before 
certifying President-elect Biden’s electors the fol-
lowing day. When he first ran for Congress in 2022 
(but lost, in part due to his anti-abortion extremism), 
he had expressed doubts about the integrity of the 
2020 presidential election, reportedly telling the 
Detroit Free Press, “It’s an unknowable thing. How 
many people mailed in absentee ballots that were 
ineligible to participate in the election? We can’t 
know for sure what effect that had. That’s why we 
have to stop it before it happens.” Barrett also said 
that he favors election reform, including a voter ID 
law that Governor Whitmer vetoed.

• Lisa McClain | House (MI–9)
Representative Lisa McClain has served in the 
House since 2021 and won reelection in 2022 with 

Trump’s endorsement. As an incoming freshman, 
she signed a letter calling on then Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi to investigate election irregu-
larities. On January 6, 2021, McClain voted against 
certifying President Biden’s electoral win, and then 
later voted against both impeaching Trump for 
inciting the mob and establishing a special House 
committee to investigate the attack on the Capitol. 
On January 7, 2021, she called on state and local 
officials to fix “deep flaws” in the election process. 
Her office cited Texas and Florida—where Trump 
won in 2020—as examples of states where the 
election had been handled properly and caused 
no concern about irregularities.

• John James | House (MI–10)
Representative John James has served in the 
House since 2023 and as a rising star in the GOP, 
he had been expected to run for an open U.S. 
Senate seat in Michigan in 2024. Instead, he an-
nounced in February that he would run for the 
House again. When he lost his first bid for the 
Senate in 2020, James refused to concede and 
cast doubt on the integrity of Michigan’s electoral 
process despite lacking evidence of any irregu-
larities. James ran unopposed in the GOP primary 
but since he initially won by less than 1%, his seat 
is considered vulnerable and Democrats are “ag-
gressively working to flip the 10th congressional 
district blue,” as the state chair told the AP.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
No candidate currently running for statewide office 
in Michigan has questioned the results of the 2020 
presidential election.

Deniers in the State Legislature
In Michigan, 32 election deniers serve in the state 
legislature, accounting for 21% of the 148-person 
body and including leaders in both chambers. The 
States United Democracy Center identifies 22 rep-
resentatives and 10 senators who say they don’t be-
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lieve that President Biden actually won the 2020 
election. Election denialism among elected officials 
at the state level matters because state legislators 
across the country have been introducing increas-
ingly more bills in recent years that allow partisan 
operatives to manipulate elections, restrict access 
to voting, and potentially skew outcomes. 

Deniers Administering Elections
The following Michigan county election administra-
tors still regularly repeat Trump’s claims of a stolen 
election or continue to spread disinformation about 
election integrity in the state:

• Marvin Rubingh | Antrim County Board of 
Canvassers
Marvin Rubingh, who serves on the county’s 
four-member Board of Canvassers through Oc-
tober 2025, has called Trump’s claims about the 
election being stolen “a credible accusation,” ac-
cording to Detroit Free Press. He’s also chair of 
the Antrim County Republican Party.

• Ann Weiler | Bay County Board of 
Canvassers
In December 2022, Ann Weiler posted a graphic 
on her Facebook page that reads, “Ignoring ev-
idence of election fraud because the election is 
already over is like ignoring a murder because 
the victim is already dead.” Under the image, 
she added the comment: “Spot on!” According to 
Rolling Stone, in January 2023 she also posted: 
“Wow!! I can’t wait till after the Next big election… 
We’ll get to find out more Binden [sic] corruption.”

• Steve Frisbie | Calhoun County 
Commissioner
In a January 2021 Facebook post, Steve Frisbie 
wrote about “evidence of election shenanigans,” 
“plenty of suspect issues in this election,” and his 
belief that ballots may have been secretly dumped 
at a Detroit voting center.

• Bonnie Kazmar | Calhoun County Board 
of Canvassers
In October 2021, Bonnie Kazmar posted on Face-
book, “Who should be our president? Many of 
us know the answer to that question! ‘ALL 50 
STATES NEED TO BE AUDITED!’ DECERTIFY!!!” 
In July 2022, she reposted a photo of a 66-year-
old woman claiming that the person had pleaded 
guilty “in an Arizona Court of illegal ballot harvest-
ing as seen in 2000 Mules.”

• Anne Hill | Clinton County Board of 
Canvassers
According to the Lansing City Pulse, Anne Hill 
worked with Pure Integrity for Michigan Elections 
in an attempt to discredit East Lansing election 
officials for the way they handled the 2020 elec-
tion. This included a May 2022 report in which she 
accused them of counting almost 2,000 improper 
or illegal ballots in their election results.

• Robert Froman | Kalamazoo County Board 
of Canvassers
In August 2024, Robert Froman told the Detroit 
News that he believed the 2020 presidential elec-
tion was “most definitely” stolen. He also said that 
he would refuse to certify the results in November 
if this election unfolds in the same way as the one 
in 2020.

• Jeff Heppler | Kalamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners (District 7)
In June 2022, Jeff Heppler proposed that the 
county ballots from the 2020 election be kept 
another two years until 2024 to allow for further 
inspection, even though no allegations of fraud 
had been made in the county. His proposal was 
voted down by other members of the commission 
who decried it as “an attempt to perpetuate the 
myth of fraud” in the 2020 presidential election.

• Tom Antor | Kent County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2)
In December 2020, Tom Antor posted a statement 
on Facebook that read, “TFC Center, Motown’s 
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Ballot Manufacturing Facility [...] where absentee 
ballots are created on demand.” In another Face-
book post several weeks later, the commissioner 
showed a photo of Trump with a Gallup poll quote 
calling him “the most admired man in America” 
and predicting that Biden would get “only 6% of 
the vote.” He concluded his post by urging readers 
to: “Do the math, stop the steal.”

• Nancy Tiseo | Macomb County Board of 
Canvassers
In November 2020, Republican activist and county 
canvasser Nancy Tiseo tweeted that Trump should 
declare martial law, cancel the December 14 state 
meetings of Electoral College electors, and call 
off the Senate runoff elections in Georgia slated 
for January 2021. According to Slate, she also 
tweeted that “military tribunals” were needed to 
“properly investigate and resolve the cyber war-
fare 11-3-20 election issue.”

• Kim Cyr | Muskegon County Board of 
Commissioners (District 1)
Shortly after the attack on the Capitol, Kim Cyr vot-
ed against a resolution from the County Board of 
Commissioners to “denounce and condemn the 
shocking violence and destruction that occurred at 
the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021.” As one of the 
Democratic commissioners was speaking in favor 
of the resolution, Cyr “could be seen and heard 
making sounds and gestures of disagreement and 
then exclaiming ‘What?’ when [her colleague] men-
tioned the ‘insurrection,’” according to MLive.

• Bonnie Kellogg | Muskegon County Board 
of Canvassers
In November 2020, Bonnie Kellogg shared an ar-
ticle on her Facebook page titled “Breaking Down 
the Greatest Electoral Heist In American History,” 
published by the right-wing Media Research Center.

• Zach Lahring | Muskegon County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2)
Shortly after the attack on the Capitol, Zach 
Lahring voted against a resolution from the County 
Board of Commissioners to “denounce and con-

demn the shocking violence and destruction that 
occurred at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021.” 
In explaining his objection to the resolution, he 
said that the wording “suggests that the Trump 
supporters were the ones creating acts of sedition 
and treason [which] is absurd.”

• Terry Marecki | Wayne County Board of 
Commissioners (District 9)
In 2021, Terry Marecki made a motion to nominate 
Robert Boyd to the county Board of Canvassers 
because he said that he would not have certified 
the results of the 2020 election and criticized the 
board members who had. Although the motion 
wasn’t seconded, Boyd has since been appoint-
ed as a canvasser to help administer the 2024 
presidential election.

• Robert Boyd | Wayne County Board of 
Canvassers
According to the Detroit Free Press, Robert Boyd 
stated that he would not have certified the results 
of the 2020 presidential election if he had been 
on the Board of Canvassers at the time. He also 
spoke about J6 conspiracy theories and voiced 
skepticism about certifying future elections.

• Katherine Riley | Wayne County Board of 
Canvassers
Katherine Riley has continued to deny the results 
of the 2020 election, repeated election conspira-
cy narratives, and led training sessions (on behalf 
of Election Integrity Force) attempting to expose 
fraud in the 2020 election.

Deniers in GOP Leadership
As in other states, Republicans in Michigan had long 
embraced political pragmatism and business-friendly 
policies. But the rise of Trumpism and new “America 
First” activists have led to the party infighting seen 
elsewhere in the country, with once-prominent Re-
publicans in the state now disparaged as “globalist 
elites.” 
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By early 2024, the Michigan GOP had become some-
thing of “a national punchline,” as ProPublica put it, 
when recently elected Chair Kristina Karamo—once 
a favorite of the former president—refused to leave 
office after the state party voted to oust her in favor 
of Trump’s latest, less radical pick for the top post. 

At a rally in mid February, Trump introduced former 
ambassador and congressman Pete Hoekstra as 
“your new Michigan Republican Party chairman,” 
which prompted an uproar of boos from those who 
still support Karamo. The Republican National Com-
mittee stands behind the move to replace Karamo 
with Hoekstra as essential for Trump to win Michigan 
in 2024.

Still, many see the divisions in the Michigan GOP 
as less about specific policies or whether or not to 
support Trump, but rather about the entire concept 
of American democracy. “Today’s Republican insur-
gents believe democracy has been stolen,” Andy 
Kroll contends in ProPublica, “and they don’t trust the 
ability of democratic processes to restore it.”

The following are among the state’s GOP leaders who 
express unfettered loyalty to Trump and his ongoing 
claim that any election he doesn’t win is “rigged”:

• Marian Sheridan | Grassroots Vice Chair
Marian Sheridan, one of Michigan’s 16 fake elec-
tors, is also the former vice chair of the Michi-
gan GOP, director of the Lakes Area Tea Party, 
cofounder of the Michigan Conservative Coali-
tion, and executive board member of the Oak-
land County Republican Party. She has pleaded 
not guilty to the eight criminal charges the state 
brought against her in July 2023. 

• Carrie Mullins | Alcona County Chair
In an MLive piece from 2021, Carrie Mullins says, 
“Biden did not win.” She adds that “early on there 
was hope that all the fraud would be brought to 
light, that election results would be overturned 
and Trump would be put back in the White House.”

• Marvin Rubingh | Antrim County Chair
Marvin Rubingh is one of four members of the coun-
ty’s Board of Canvassers and has called Trump’s 
claims about the election being stolen “a credible 
accusation,” according to Detroit Free Press.

• Phil Joseph | Barry County Chair
In March 2023, Phil Joseph reposted a J6 conspir-
acy video on his Twitter/X account, and in Feb-
ruary 2022 he wrote a post about the electoral 
process in Michigan that said, “We need to remove 
any doubt of [sic] election integrity in our state, 
and our nation!”

• Dan Bonamie II | Crawford County Chair
Dan Bonamie routinely spreads lies about voter 
fraud and election interference on social media 
and has voiced support for controversial election 
denier and former Michigan GOP Chair Kristina 
Karamo on X/Twitter. 

• Mary Moylan | Gladwin County Chair
Mary Moylan has expressed election denial on her 
personal Facebook page. The most recent exam-
ples include an April 2024 post where she cap-
tioned an image, “The Dems can’t stand this and 
plan to hike taxes WAY up on everyone if crooked 
Joe cheats his way again into office again.” In ad-
dition, she reposted an image of President Biden 
in June 2024 asserting that he is guilty of treason 
and “[stole] an election.” 

• Larry Leipprandt | Huron County Chair
Larry Leipprandt regularly reposts misinformation 
about election fraud and election interference 
conspiracies on Facebook. 

• Mary Shinkle | Ingham County Chair
Shortly after the 2020 election, Mary Shinkle filed 
an affidavit in support of a lawsuit the Trump cam-
paign brought in federal court alleging voting ir-
regularities in Wayne County, where she had been 
a Republican poll watcher. The affidavit claimed 
that poll workers had been “extremely rude and 
aggressive” to her and other observers, that she 
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was not allowed to look over the shoulders of 
poll workers as ballots were processed, and that 
envelopes and ballot stubs had not been securely 
stored. As a member of the Michigan Board of 
Canvassers during the 2020 election, Shinkle’s 
husband (Norman Shinkle) abstained from certify-
ing the state’s presidential election results.

• David Chandler | Iosco County Chair
In a March 2024 opinion piece, David Chandler 
proposes a “constitution for the Republic of Michi-
gan,” which includes eliminating the popular elec-
tion of most state officials. “Using the so-called 
Covid pandemic as cover, the powers that be mu-
tilated our voting system in order to win the 2020 
elections,” he wrote. “At no time in history has a 
candidate run a campaign from his cellar to win 
a presidential race by a landslide of more than 81 
million votes! Yet, we’re supposed to believe this 
narrative as absolute truth.” He also casts doubt 
on the validity of the charges filed against Trump in 
New York, and questions the convictions of six J6 
participants. Chandler still recognizes prominent 
election denier and recently ousted Michigan GOP 
Chair Kristina Karamo as the state party’s chair.

• Laura Tarsa | Leelanau County Chair
Laura Tarsa uses Twitter/X to post misinformation 
about election fraud and J6 conspiracies.

• Mark Forton | Macomb County Chair
Mark Forton has promoted Trump’s claims of a sto-
len election and remained a “loyalist,” according 
to the New York Times. In addition, the Macomb 
County Republican Party was one of the plaintiffs 
in a suit requesting that a federal judge decerti-
fy the 2020 election. In a 2022 video posted to 
Rumble, Forton said, “Ever since the 2020 elec-
tion, my vice chair and I have been pushing and 
pushing... We really haven’t gained much at all 
in two years. I don’t believe a single iota of our 
elections has been repaired since 2020…. [They] 
are just as corrupt today as they were then.” He 
also defended Michigan’s 16 fake electors after 
they were charged with election fraud in 2023, 
maintaining that none of them had broken the law. 

• Sheila Genter | Mason County Chair
In February 2024, when Sheila Genter spoke at 
a public forum at the county district library, she 
made reference to “absentee ballots being sent 
out [during the 2020 election] when [people] didn’t 
even apply for one.” She also said, “There was a 
question as to whether there was voter fraud. We 
will probably never know because there was no fo-
rensic audit.” Genter expressed her preference for 
paper ballot ballots, and encouraged county res-
idents to volunteer as poll workers and watchers. 

• Vance Patrick | Oakland County Chair
In 2023, Vance Patrick referred to the felony 
charges brought against Michigan’s 16 fake elec-
tors as “an egregious abuse of power by a radical 
progressive.” 

• Carolyn Richards | St. Clair County Chair
In her 2024 State of the County Address, Carolyn 
Richards prioritized focusing on elections for the 
year. She wrote, “There has been found corruption 
in every county of Michigan, including St. Clair 
County. We will need poll challengers and poll 
watchers, willing to work at the polls.” She also 
added that the county party’s Election Committee 
had presented a multipart resolution acknowledg-
ing “that Electronic Voting Equipment/Computer 
Software are Corruptible, [and] Centralized Con-
trol of [the] Voting Process is Dangerous,” and 
underscoring the importance of maintaining ac-
curate voter rolls.

• Cheryl Costantino | Wayne County Chair 
After the 2020 election, Cheryl Costantino (who 
also serves as chair of the 13th District Republi-
can Committee) and Edward McCall filed a lawsuit 
seeking to discredit Detroit’s election results due 
to accusations of fraud. The plaintiffs requested an 
injunction, a protective order and an independent 
audit. In addition, during a Zoom training session 
for the 2022 Michigan state primary, Costantino 
encouraged poll workers and partisan observers 
to ignore local election rules barring cell phones 
and pens from polling places or vote-counting 
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centers. She told CNN that she believes these 
regulations are unconstitutional and should be 
abolished.

• Emily DeBoer | Wexford County Chair
The day after the 2020 election, Emily DeBoer 
retweeted an election fraud claim made by right-
wing conspiracy theorist Dinesh D’Souza and 
Donald Trump Jr. She also retweeted a Judicial 
Watch post about mail-in voting and voter fraud.   

• Daire Rendon | 1st District Committee 
Chair
In 2023, Daire Rendon faced felony charges for 
her involvement in the effort to tamper with Mich-
igan’s voting machines after the 2020 election. 
As a state representative at the time, she was 
specifically charged with conspiracy to commit 
undue possession of a voting machine under false 
pretenses.

• Hima Kolanagireddy | 6th District 
Committee Chair
In 2020, Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani called Hima 
Kolanagireddy as a witness to testify to the Mich-
igan House Oversight Committee that the state 
should tighten its requirements for voters to pro-
vide photo ID, in part because “all Chinese peo-
ple look alike.” During her testimony, she alleged 
that she had witnessed fraud as a representative 
observer for the Michigan GOP during the 2020 
election, and said that she had been trained by 
the Election Integrity Fund (EIF). 
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Overview

Historically, Nevada voted primarily Republican in presidential elections from the late 1960s through the 
late ’80s, when an influx of newcomers to the state brought in more progressives and its conservative 
majority began to shift. Since then the population has more than tripled, with a 35% growth rate in the 
first decade of the 21st century.

By the 2016 presidential race, Hillary Clinton narrowly beat Donald Trump by a margin of 2% (48% to 46%), 
marking only the second time in a century that voters in the state selected a presidential candidate who 
did not ultimately win. Since then Nevada has become the only swing state to move to the Right, in part 
due to slow economic recovery after the pandemic, according to The New York Times.

In 2020, President Biden won Nevada by 33,596 votes or 2.5%, earning him the state’s six electoral votes. 
Democrats have held both Senate seats since 2018, and three of its four-member House delegation are 
Democrats. The governorship has been in Republican hands since 1998 (except for once in 2018, though 
the Democratic governor took the heat for pandemic slowdowns and lost reelection in 2022). 

Election denier Joe Lombardo won the gubernatorial race in 2022 with Trump’s backing. But during the 
2024 election year, he has taken a slightly more moderate stance in counterbalancing the many extremists 
in the Nevada GOP, several of whom are still in leadership positions after being indicted for their roles as 
fake electors in 2020.

Since the 2020 presidential election, conspiracy theorists and other pro-Trump activists have been harrass-
ing county election officials, driving anyone who doesn’t support Trump’s false narrative of a stolen election 
from their positions. In 10 of Nevada’s 17 counties, top election officials have either resigned, retired, or 
refused to seek reelection since 2020—a drastic exodus, according to state government officials. “The 
goal: to profoundly change how U.S. elections are run,” as Reuters reported. 

2020 Election Fallout
Even after President Biden was sworn in, election 
denialism gained traction in Nevada, where several 
virulent social media posts kept the misinformation 
and conspiracies alive, and local politicians helped 
amplify the lies. 

• Trump’s reelection campaign filed a lawsuit on 
November 17, 2020, contesting the results in 
Nevada based on spurious claims of voter fraud. 
But in early December the state Supreme Court 
upheld a district court ruling, confirming that “there 
is no credible or reliable evidence that the 2020 
General Election in Nevada was affected by fraud.”

• On December 14, 2020, six Republican leaders 
in the state signed and notarized fake Electoral 
College documents to submit to Congress as 
part of the January 6, 2021, presidential election 
certification process, making Nevada one of sev-
en states involved in the fake electors scheme 
to subvert the results of the 2020 presidential 
election. In December 2023, the state indicted all 
six on felony charges, but a district court judge 
dismissed the case in June 2024 on grounds that 
the attorney general had filed it in the wrong ven-
ue—Las Vegas instead of Reno or Carson City, 
where the defendants actually signed the phony 
documents. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/14/us/politics/nevada-trump-biden.html
https://www.nvsos.gov/silverstate2020gen/USPresidential/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/joe-lombardo/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/politics-and-government/trump-seeks-to-boost-police-at-rally-with-lombardo-laxalt-2604851/
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• In total, four cases related to election fraud were 
heard by Nevada judges, but each case was dis-
missed due to lack of evidence.

• In Nevada, election deniers such as former state 
Assemblyman Jim Marchant—who lost his bids 
for the U.S. House in 2020, secretary of state 
in 2022, and the U.S. Senate in 2024, despite 
Trump’s endorsements—have railed against the 
use of ballot drop boxes and mail-in voting. He is 
also among the far-right Nevadans who are push-
ing to eliminate voting machines in favor of hand 
counting paper ballots, a process experts warn 
would make elections “more prone to fraud, not 
less.” In addition, Marchant has played a key role 
in implementing a national strategy to put Trump 
loyalists in state positions of oversight of the 2024 
presidential election.

• In 2022, one county in Nevada made headlines 
for attempting to hand count ballots until it was 
shut down when the state Supreme Court ruled 
that the procedure violates state law.

• In 2022, when Republican county sheriff Joe 
Lombardo was running for governor, he  ac-
knowledged that President Biden won the 2020 
election but questioned whether it was “fair and 
square” and also cast doubt on the process by ex-
pressing concern about the “sanctity of the voting 
system,” a lack of public confidence with voting, 
and the state’s recent adoption of universal mail-in 
ballots, which he claims has “mechanisms in there 
to create an environment for fraud.” Lombardo has 
also vowed to repeal the use of universal mail-in 
ballots and implement stricter voter ID require-
ments in Nevada.

• In the aftermath of the attack on the Capitol, at 
least seven Nevadans have faced criminal charges 
for contributing to the violence that day—including 
Stewart Rhodes, founder of the far-right militia 
group the Oath Keepers, who was sentenced to 18 
years in prison after being convicted on charges 
of seditious conspiracy, obstruction of an official 

proceeding, and tampering with documents and 
proceedings.

• In 2023, newly elected Governor Joe Lombardo 
(R) signed a law championed by newly elected, 
pro-democracy Secretary of State Cisco Aguilar 
(D) to toughen the penalty for harassing or threat-
ening election workers. 

• In 2023, the Nevada Legislature passed SB 133, 
a bill that would have prohibited “a person from 
creating or serving in a false slate of presidential 
electors or conspiring” to do so and called for 
state penalties for anyone convicted of falsifying 
elector slates. Governor Lombardo vetoed the 
bill, saying that while he agreed with the effort to 
secure elections he objected to the severity of the 
proposed punishment. 

Deniers Running for Congress
In Nevada, the most extreme election deniers running 
for Congress were eliminated in the June primary, but 
two Republicans running for federal office—one for 
the Senate and one for the House—have spread lies 
or conspiracies about the legitimacy of the 2020 
presidential election or raised doubts about the in-
tegrity of that and subsequent elections. They are:

• Sam Brown | Senate
A war veteran who narrowly escaped death in 
Afghanistan, Sam Brown won the crowded GOP 
primary on June 11 after losing his first bid for the 
Senate in 2022. Backed by the governor, the 
Republican National Committee, and at the nth 
hour, by Trump as well, he has kept his eye on the 
general election by carefully distancing himself 
from his more extreme MAGA primary opponents, 
including election deniers Jeff Gunter, Ronda Ken-
nedy, Jim Marchant (founder of the America First 
Secretary of State Coalition), and Stephanie Phil-
lips. Still, Brown’s own campaign site highlights the 
need for “election integrity” and stricter voter ID 
laws, suggesting that “fraudulent” votes have can-
celed out “real” ones in Nevada and that it should 
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be “harder to cheat” at voting. During a Senate 
primary debate in 2022, Brown expressed skep-
ticism about the integrity of the 2020 presidential 
election and implied that “noncitizens” had voted 
in Nevada elections (which is a felony and untrue, 
according to the Republican secretary of state).

• John Lee | House (NV–4) 
After the 2020 presidential election, several posts 
on John Lee’s Twitter and Facebook accounts 
promoted various election fraud conspiracies. In 
2021, when he was mayor of North Las Vegas 
and running for governor, he said in an interview 
with Breitbart—which pointed out that Lee is a 
former Democrat who switched parties—that he 
would “make election integrity a priority” if he 
were elected governor, and agreed with the host 
that Nevada saw “all sorts of issues” during the 
2020 election.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
No candidate currently running for statewide office 
in Nevada has questioned the results of the 2020 
presidential election. The governor (Republican Joe 
Lombardo), attorney general (Democrat Aaron Ford), 
and secretary of state (Democrat Franciso Aguilar) 
are collectively responsible for ensuring that elec-
tions in the state run smoothly, are fair, and accurately 
reflect the will of voters. 

Deniers in the State Legislature
In Nevada, only two election deniers—one repre-
sentative and one senator—currently serve in the 
state legislature, accounting for 3% of the 68-person 
General Assembly. After being elected in 2022, the 
two legislators cosponsored bills in 2023 that would 
have created special state law enforcement units to 
investigate suspected election crimes or irregulari-
ties. Though both bills failed, serious discussion of 
the issue in the General Assembly perpetuates the 
myth of rampant election fraud in Nevada. Each of 

these legislators also serves on his chamber’s Judi-
ciary Committee, which gives them a say in selecting 
the state judges who may end up ruling on election 
cases.

Deniers Administering Elections
More than a dozen county election administrators 
in Nevada who are responsible for overseeing the 
voting process in their counties parrot Trump’s claims 
of a “rigged” election in 2020 and continue to spread 
disinformation about election integrity. They include:

• Scott Hoen | Carson City Clerk Recorder
On his campaign site, Scott Hoen includes a sec-
tion on “election integrity,” which discusses sup-
port for voter ID laws and ending mail-in ballots 
to combat “fraud.”

• Walter Nowosad | Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners (District 5)
According to Rolling Stone, Walter Nowosad 
shared an article in which indicted lawyer Sidney 
Powell claimed that Trump’s legal team had uncov-
ered sufficient evidence of voter fraud to overturn 
the election results in multiple states. Nowosad 
wrote, “Someone’s hand has been discovered in 
the cookie jar.”

• Danny Tarkanian | Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners (District 1)
In the wake of the 2020 presidential election, Dan-
ny Tarkanian has promoted false claims of voter 
fraud across multiple social media platforms. A 
July 2021 tweet makes reference to “one story 
after another of voting irregularities in Georgia.” 
Similarly, in November 2022 Tarkanian wrote on 
his personal Facebook page that mail-in ballots 
are “the biggest issue in our election integrity, 
along with ballot harvesting. This is what the GOP 
should be questioning.”
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• Rex Steninger | Elko County Board of 
Commissioners (District 5)
Rex Steninger attended a summer 2021 meeting 
to discuss strategies for eliminating electronic 
voting in Nevada. “The ultimate goal is to prove 
fraud, reverse the recent election laws and have 
an honest election in 2022,” he wrote in an August 
2021 email to a county deputy district attorney. 
Steninger also signaled interest in conducting an 
audit of the county’s election results, writing in an 
email to attorneys from the 2021 meeting, “Let me 
know if you would like to examine our Dominion 
voting machines. We can order an examination.” In 
an October 2021 email obtained through a public 
records request, he wrote, “I am convinced the 
last election was stolen and have been involved in 
every way I can think of to reveal the steal and fix 
the system.” Following a recount of the guberna-
torial race during the June 2022 primary election, 
Steninger voted against certifying the results, with 
the meeting minutes specifying that he “voted nay 
in protest of the State regulation that mandated 
the way the recount was performed.”

• De Winsor | Esmeralda County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2)
After the June 14, 2022 primary, De Winsor opt-
ed to postpone certifying the county’s election 
results until she and the vice chairman recounted 
the ballots by hand, despite having results from 
a machine count and an additional hand count.

• Bryan Sparks | Lander County Board of 
Commissioners (District 1)
In August 2021, Bryan Sparks was one of five 
Lander County commissioners seeking custody 
of the county’s 26 electronic voting machines—a 
violation of federal law—in order to conduct a 
post-2020 election audit to determine whether 
they had been tampered with or connected to 
the internet. The commissioners also discussed 
their desire to switch from using voting machines 
to paper ballots exclusively for future elections in 
Lander County. 

• Wallace “Junior” Thomas | Lander County 
Board of Commissioners (District 4)
In August 2021, Junior Thomas was one of five 
Lander County commissioners seeking custody 
of the county’s 26 electronic voting machines—a 
violation of federal law—in order to conduct a 
post-2020 election audit to determine whether 
they had been tampered with or connected to 
the internet. The commissioners also discussed 
their desire to switch from using voting machines 
to paper ballots exclusively for future elections in 
Lander County. 

• Kathleen Ancho | Lander County Board of 
Commissioners (District 5)
In August 2021, Kathleen Ancho was one of five 
Lander County commissioners seeking custody 
of the county’s 26 electronic voting machines—a 
violation of federal law—in order to conduct a 
post-2020 election audit to determine whether 
they had been tampered with or connected to 
the internet. The commissioners also discussed 
their desire to switch from using voting machines 
to paper ballots exclusively for future elections in 
Lander County. 

• Debra Strickland | Nye County Board of 
Commissioners (District 5)
In 2022, Debra Strickland was one of five Nye 
County commissioners who unanimously en-
dorsed the use of paper ballots counted by hand 
in place of voting machines. The original request 
for the commissioners to vote on the issue points 
to “concerns about the integrity of the voting pro-
cess” raised by Nye County voters, almost 70% of 
whom voted for Trump in 2020 (“a significantly 
larger percentage than the share of voters reg-
istered as Republicans in the county that month: 
48%),” according to The Nevada Independent). 
The commissioners also pushed to eliminate the 
use of Dominion Voting Systems machines de-
spite all allegations of fraud after the 2020 elec-
tion being totally unfounded and disproven. Legal 
challenges to the county’s plan to count ballots 
by hand led to a ruling by the Nevada Supreme 
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Court that it was permissible only because the 
commission confirmed “that the hand count is a 
secondary counting method and will not be used 
to report the county’s election results.”

• Donna Cox | Nye County Board of 
Commissioners (District 3)
In 2022, Donna Cox was one of five Nye County 
commissioners who unanimously endorsed the 
use of paper ballots counted by hand in place 
of voting machines. The original request for the 
commissioners to vote on the issue points to “con-
cerns about the integrity of the voting process” 
raised by Nye County voters, almost 70% of whom 
voted for Trump in 2020 (“a significantly larger 
percentage than the share of voters registered 
as Republicans in the county that month: 48%),” 
according to The Nevada Independent). The com-
missioners also pushed to eliminate the use of 
Dominion Voting Systems machines despite all 
allegations of fraud after the 2020 election being 
totally unfounded and disproven. Legal challenges 
to the county’s plan to count ballots by hand led 
to a ruling by the Nevada Supreme Court that it 
was permissible only because the commission 
confirmed “that the hand count is a secondary 
counting method and will not be used to report 
the county’s election results.”

• Frank Carbone | Nye County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2)
In 2022, Frank Carbone was one of the five Nye 
County commissioners who unanimously en-
dorsed the use of paper ballots counted by hand 
in place of voting machines. The original request 
for the commissioners to vote on the issue points 
to “concerns about the integrity of the voting pro-
cess” raised by Nye County voters, almost 70% of 
whom voted for Trump in 2020 (“a significantly 
larger percentage than the share of voters reg-
istered as Republicans in the county that month: 
48%),” according to The Nevada Independent). 
The commissioners also pushed to eliminate the 
use of Dominion Voting Systems machines de-
spite all allegations of fraud after the 2020 elec-

tion being totally unfounded and disproven. Legal 
challenges to the county’s plan to count ballots 
by hand led to a ruling by the Nevada Supreme 
Court that it was permissible only because the 
commission confirmed “that the hand count is a 
secondary counting method and will not be used 
to report the county’s election results.”

• Bruce Jabbour | Nye County Board of 
Commissioners (District 1)
In 2022, Bruce Jabbour was one of the five Nye 
County commissioners who unanimously endorsed 
the use of paper ballots counted by hand in place of 
voting machines. The original request for the com-
missioners to vote on the issue points to “concerns 
about the integrity of the voting process” raised by 
Nye County voters, almost 70% of whom voted for 
Trump in 2020 (“a significantly larger percentage 
than the share of voters registered as Republicans 
in the county that month: 48%),” according to The 
Nevada Independent). The commissioners also 
pushed to eliminate the use of Dominion Voting 
Systems machines despite all allegations of fraud 
after the 2020 election being totally unfounded 
and disproven. Legal challenges to the county’s 
plan to count ballots by hand led to a ruling by the 
Nevada Supreme Court that it was permissible only 
because the commission confirmed “that the hand 
count is a secondary counting method and will not 
be used to report the county’s election results.”

• Jim Hindle | Storey County Clerk 
Treasurer
In addition to serving as county clerk, Jim Hindle is 
vice chair of the Nevada GOP. In December 2020, 
he served as one of Nevada’s six fake electors, 
a point of pride he used to convince voters to 
elect him to the clerk treasurer position in 2022. 
In 2023, a Nevada grand jury indicted him on two 
felony charges for fraudulently submitting docu-
ments to Congress claiming that Trump won the 
2020 election. In June 2024, a district court judge 
dismissed the case against all six fake electors 
on grounds that the attorney general had filed it 
in the wrong venue—Las Vegas instead of Reno 
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or Carson City, where the defendants actually 
gathered to sign the phony documents. Efforts 
by several progressive groups to get Hindle to 
step down from his position as an overseer of 
elections in Storey County have failed, and after 
the fake electors case was dismissed, renewed 
calls for his resignation went unheeded.

• Clara Andriola | Washoe County Board of 
Commissioners (District 4)
After the Nevada primary in June 2024, Clara An-
driola flip-flopped several times before certifying 
the results, which included her own primary vic-
tory. She initially joined the two Democrats on the 
commission in voting to certify, telling local media, 
“We’re not saying that everything was perfect, 
that there isn’t room for improvement. All we’re 
saying is this is the election, these are the results.” 
However, local Republicans alleged that the use of 
mail-in ballots resulted in fraud. Businessman and 
vocal election denier Robert Beadles, who backed 
Andriola’s opponent financially, personally paid 
$150,000 to have three races recounted. Even 
though the recounts confirmed the original results, 
Beadles and other deniers demanded a hand re-
count or a new election. In response, Andriola 
reversed her certification vote on July 9, joining 
Republicans Michael Clark and Jeanne Herman in 
refusing to certify. She finally agreed to certify a 
week later, after Nevada’s secretary of state and 
the county attorney reminded the commission of 
its legal obligation to do so.

• Jeanne Herman | Washoe County Board 
of Commissioners (District 5)
In early 2022, Jeanne Herman submitted her pro-
posal to institute sweeping reforms to election 
procedures in the county, including returning to 
mostly paper ballots, using hand counts only, and 
posting National Guard troops at all voting sites. 
She defends the reforms as an effort to “ensure 
accuracy, security and purity of elections.” Herman 
also voted against certifying the 2020 and 2022 
election results in her county. 

• Mike Clark | Washoe County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2)
Mike Clark cast doubt on the validity of President 
Biden’s 2020 electoral win in a 2022 interview 
with the Reno Gazette Journal. In March 2022, he 
shared a Facebook post saying “your vote doesn’t 
count,” arguing that the 2020 presidential vote in 
Washoe County was “mathematically impossible,” 
and claiming that the number of registered voters 
is greater than the actual population. 

Deniers in GOP Leadership
As in other swing states, Republicans in Nevada en-
gaged in intense intraparty bickering after Trump 
lost the 2020 election. But the “GOP’s civil war has 
been especially bitter and long-lasting” in this large-
ly center-right state, Politico reported prior to the 
2022 midterms, noting that “the turmoil is spreading 
across the battleground state, consuming the GOP 
in a bonfire of lawsuits, counterclaims, and resigna-
tions.” Since then, the chaos has settled somewhat 
as “the GOP’s shrinking band of traditionalists” gave 
way to the MAGA wing still led by Chairman Michael 
McDonald, one of Nevada’s six fake electors, and 
other Trump sycophants.

In 2024, the state GOP broke with convention to hold 
a presidential caucus two days after the state-man-
dated primary, barring candidates who appeared on 
the primary ballot from also competing in the caucus-
es. With Trump choosing to “compete” in the cau-
cus, he faced only one virtually unknown candidate 
and “won” by a landslide, while Nikki Haley lost in 
the primary to the ballot option Nevada’s pro-Trump 
governor and most other Republicans chose: “none 
of these candidates.” 

The following are among the state’s GOP leaders 
who express unfettered loyalty to Trump and his 
ongoing claim that any election he doesn’t win is 
“rigged”:
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• Michael J. McDonald | Chairman
First elected in 2012, Michael McDonald still chairs 
the Nevada GOP. He has been a diehard Trump 
loyalist since 2015, and in 2024 bucked Nevada 
state law by holding party caucuses instead of a 
primary, assuring the former president that rather 
than worry about a primary challenge from Nikki 
Haley, “we will deliver you 100% of delegates for 
the state of Nevada.” 

In December 2020, McDonald served as one of 
Nevada’s six fake electors and was subsequent-
ly subpoenaed by the House Select Committee 
investigating the attack on the Capitol, where he 
invoked his Fifth Amendment right to remain si-
lent more than 200 times. In December 2023, 
a Nevada grand jury indicted him on two felony 
charges for fraudulently submitting documents to 
Congress claiming that Trump won the 2020 elec-
tion. In June 2024, a district court judge dismissed 
the case on the grounds that the attorney general 
had filed it in the wrong venue—Las Vegas instead 
of Reno or Carson City, where the defendants ac-
tually gathered to sign the phony documents. A 
pro-Trump nonprofit paid $100,000 in legal fees 
to help get the fake electors case dismissed.

• Jim Hindle | Vice Chairman
Durward James Hindle III is a managing partner 
at Cascade Survey Research who served as one 
of Nevada’s six fake electors in December 2020. 
In December 2023, a Nevada grand jury indicted 
him on two felony charges for fraudulently submit-
ting documents to Congress claiming that Trump 
won the 2020 election. In June 2024, a district 
court judge dismissed the case on the grounds 
that the attorney general had filed it in the wrong 
venue—Las Vegas instead of Reno or Carson City, 
where the defendants actually gathered to sign 
the phony documents. A pro-Trump nonprofit paid 
$100,000 in legal fees to help get the fake elec-
tors case dismissed.

• Jim DeGraffenreid | National 
Committeeman
Jim DeGraffenreid served as one of Nevada’s six 
fake electors in December 2020 and in January 
2022, he was subpoenaed by the House Select 
Committee investigating the attack on the Capitol. 
In December 2023, a Nevada grand jury indicted 
him on two felony charges for fraudulently submit-
ting documents to Congress claiming that Trump 
won the 2020 election. In June 2024, a district 
court judge dismissed the case on the grounds 
that the attorney general had filed it in the wrong 
venue—Las Vegas instead of Reno or Carson City, 
where the defendants actually gathered to sign 
the phony documents. A pro-Trump nonprofit paid 
$100,000 in legal fees to help get the fake elec-
tors case dismissed.

• Sigal Chattah | National 
Committeewoman
In her reelection campaign to serve on the Re-
publican National Committee, Sigal Chattah post-
ed an endorsement from Trump on her Twitter/X 
account, where he calls her a “strong fighter for 
election integrity.” In 2022, she ran for attorney 
general in Nevada but lost. She has multiple ties 
to people involved with the insurrection, and calls 
far-right Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, who 
filed a lawsuit with the Supreme Court to try to 
overturn the results of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, her “hero.”

• Susan Ruch | Carson City Central 
Committee Chair
Susan Ruch’s personal Facebook posts suggest 
that Democrats are looking for new ways to cheat 
using “illegals” for voting. Although Trump essen-
tially ran unopposed in the February 2024 Repub-
lican Caucus in Nevada, she credits his 98% win 
to paper ballots and required voter ID.

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/08/us/politics/nevada-trump-michael-mcdonald.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/08/us/politics/nevada-trump-michael-mcdonald.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/nevada-fake-electors/
https://nevadacurrent.com/2022/01/28/january-6-panel-subpoenas-nevada-fake-electors-mcdonald-degraffenreid/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/nevada-fake-electors-appear-dc-jan-6-grand-jury-rcna89084
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/nevada-fake-electors/
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/nevada-fake-electors/
https://nevadacurrent.com/2022/01/28/january-6-panel-subpoenas-nevada-fake-electors-mcdonald-degraffenreid/
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://twitter.com/Chattah4Nevada/status/1771553955639668938
https://twitter.com/Chattah4Nevada/status/1771553955639668938
https://endcitizensunited.org/latest-news/press-releases/nevada-ag-candidate-sigal-chattahs-ties-to-january-6/
https://x.com/Chattah4Nevada/status/1488715069466636293?s=20&t=ODwzoAx303_B6XYRsY0x7w
https://insurrectionexposed.org/paxton-ken/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsusan.nnevada%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0C9KVVqwPjX21xwGbP968a1DkSKQveqJuE5Pejcw9bNYyGyHppxS9DfUXDt7XWnyKl&show_text=true&width=500
https://www.nevadaappeal.com/news/2024/feb/08/trump-wins-nevada-republican-caucus/
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• Jesse Law | Clark County Central 
Committee Chair
Jesse Law, a former Trump campaign staffer, 
served as one of Nevada’s six fake electors in 
December 2020. In December 2023, a Nevada 
grand jury indicted him on two felony charges for 
fraudulently submitting documents to Congress 
claiming that Trump won the 2020 election. In 
June 2024, a district court judge dismissed the 
case on the grounds that the attorney general had 
filed it in the wrong venue—Las Vegas instead of 
Reno or Carson City, where the defendants ac-
tually gathered to sign the phony documents. A 
pro-Trump nonprofit paid $100,000 in legal fees 
to help get the fake electors case dismissed.

• Leo Blundo | Nye County Central 
Committee Chair
Leo Blundo perpetuates the myth of voter fraud 
by supporting legislation to bar noncitizens from 
voting (which is already illegal in federal and state 
elections) and posts a constant barrage of pro-
Trump propaganda and re-tweets on his Twit-
ter/X page. “This is the TeamTrump plan here in 
Nevada,” he writes. “We are at war… and will be 
activating We the People to win Nevada in 2024.”

• Bruce Parks | Washoe County Central 
Committee Chair
In July 2022, when Washoe County GOP Trea-
surer Sandra Linares secretly recorded a conver-
sation with Chair Bruce Parks, he “insisted that 
fighting election fraud is paramount,” according 
to the Reno-Gazette Journal. When she pointed 
out that inflammatory comments about rigged 
elections were hurting donations as well as “our 
candidates,” Parks responded with: “Sometimes 
there’s collateral damage.”

https://insurrectionexposed.org/nevada-fake-electors/
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-gop-fake-electors-indicted-for-falsely-claiming-trump-won-states-2020-election
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://apnews.com/article/nevada-republicans-fake-electors-indictment-trump-9d06ffc619314f85e0bdb321b820a557
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4735068-donald-trump-nonprofit-pays-legal-fees-nevada-fake-electors/
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1809374976845156801
https://nevadacurrent.com/2024/05/08/though-noncitizens-can-vote-in-few-local-elections-gop-goes-big-to-make-it-illegal/
https://nevadacurrent.com/2024/05/08/though-noncitizens-can-vote-in-few-local-elections-gop-goes-big-to-make-it-illegal/
https://twitter.com/leoblundo/status/1754386039723200757
https://twitter.com/leoblundo/status/1754386039723200757
https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2022/07/29/washoe-republican-party-election-fraud-claims-bruce-parks/10159670002/
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Overview

In the 28 presidential elections that have taken place since New Mexico became a state in 1912, voters 
have selected the presidential candidate who won nationally 89% of the time, giving the electorate one 
of the highest accuracy rates for national outcomes in the country. 

Generally, voters had  been almost evenly divided in their preferences for one major party over the other. 
But in the past two decades, New Mexicans have voted for Democratic candidates in seven of the past 
eight presidential elections, only going Republican in 2004 when George W. Bush narrowly won over John 
Kerry (by a 1% margin).

In 2020, President Biden won in New Mexico by 99,720 votes—an 11% lead—which earned him the state’s 
five electoral votes. Democrats have held both Senate seats since 2009, and all three members of its 
House delegation are Democrats. The governorship has also been in Democratic hands since 2018, giving 
New Mexico a Democratic trifecta along with a Democratic triplex since the secretary of state and attorney 
general are also Democrats. 

Still, New Mexico was one of seven states in which pro-Trump Republicans prepared fake Electoral College 
certificates to obstruct the January 6, 2021, congressional proceeding constitutionally mandated to certify 
that President Biden won the election. The five New Mexico fake electors signed documents with condi-
tional language specifying that “it might later be determined that we are the duly elected and qualified 
Electors.” When they did so on December 14, 2020, the secretary of state’s office had already certified 
that Biden had won the state by a comfortable margin.

2020 Election Fallout
After President Biden was sworn in, election denial-
ism continued to simmer in New Mexico, where the 
far-right faction of the GOP has kept the misinforma-
tion and conspiracy theories alive on social media, 
and local officials have helped amplify the lies. 

• New Mexico was one of seven states where 
Republicans submitted alternate slates of elec-
tors for the 2020 presidential contest despite Joe 
Biden winning the state by almost 100,000 votes. 

• In mid December as the New Mexico fake electors 
met to sign false documents, the Trump campaign 
filed a federal lawsuit against the secretary of state 
over the state’s use of drop boxes to collect bal-
lots, one of a series of measures that many states 
resorted to during the 2020 election to enhance 
public safety in the first year of the pandemic. The 

campaign subsequently dropped the lawsuit in 
January 2021. 

• Following Trump’s loss, New Mexico’s GOP ful-
ly embraced the narrative of a stolen election, 
attempting to impound ballots in Bernalillo 
County, promoting the fake electors meeting of 
Republican-appointed electors at the state capitol, 
and supporting both the Trump campaign’s lawsuit 
against the secretary of state and Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton’s Texas v. Pennsylvania elec-
tion lawsuit before the Supreme Court. 

• Just prior to the June 2022 primaries, Secretary 
of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver (D) announced a 
new Rumor vs. Reality page on the office’s official 
website to challenge ongoing lies and confusion 
about election security, voting, and how ballots 
are counted in New Mexico. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Presidential_election_accuracy_data
https://electionresults.sos.nm.gov/resultsSW.aspx?type=FED&map=CTY&eid=2782
https://ballotpedia.org/State_government_trifectas
https://ballotpedia.org/State_government_triplexes
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/new-mexico-fake-electors/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/01/18/2020-election-fraud-new-mexico-republican-signs-bogus-electoral-certificate/6564295001/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/01/18/2020-election-fraud-new-mexico-republican-signs-bogus-electoral-certificate/6564295001/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/new-mexico-fake-electors/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/14/trump-campaign-lawsuit-new-mexico-absentee-ballot-drop-boxes/6546219002/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/2021/01/11/donald-trump-election-results-new-mexico-lawsuit-dropped/6632453002/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/08/new-mexico-republican-party-special-election-492044
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/08/new-mexico-republican-party-special-election-492044
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/rumor-vs-reality/
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• After the June 2022 primary, election commis-
sioners in Otero County initially refused to certify 
the results, citing debunked conspiracy theories 
about voting machines. The state Supreme Court 
later overruled the commissioners and ordered 
the county to complete its certification process. 

• One of those county commissioners, Couy Griffin, 
founded a group called Cowboys for Trump and 
participated in the mob attack on the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6. “I wasn’t part of an insurrection,” 
he has said. “I exercised my constitutional right 
to peacefully protest.” After Griffin was convicted 
of trespassing on Capitol grounds, a state judge 
removed him from office in September 2022 and 
barred him from holding any state or federal elect-
ed office in the future. 

• As Santa Fe election denier John Block was par-
ticipating in the march to the Capitol in D.C. on 
January 6, he posted a photo of the crowd with 
the message: “The battle has just begun. Stand 
up and fight like hell, patriots.” In November 2022, 
he was elected to represent District 51 in the New 
Mexico legislature and is running for his second 
term in 2024.

Deniers Running for Congress 
In New Mexico, only one election denier is running 
for Congress, hoping to win her second term after 
narrowly losing to her Democratic opponent in 2022:

• Yvette Herrell | House (NM–2) 
Just days after she was sworn in to her first term in 
Congress, Yvette Herrell voted against certifying 
President Biden’s win of the 2020 election, an-
nouncing her plan to object via a Facebook post 
on New Year’s Eve. After redistricting, she narrow-
ly lost her reelection bid in 2022 but is challenging 
incumbent Representative Gabriel Vasquez (D) in 
2024 in a tightly contested race that the National 
Republican Congressional Committee is actively 
targeting in order to recoup a House seat. In 2022, 
Herrell accepted a campaign donation from one 

of New Mexico’s fake electors and she routinely 
spreads disinformation about election integrity via 
her social media accounts.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
No candidate currently running for statewide office in 
New Mexico has questioned the results of the 2020 
presidential election. The governor (Democrat Mi-
chelle Lujan Grisham), attorney general (Democrat 
Raul Torres), and secretary of state (Democrat Mag-
gie Toulouse Oliver) are collectively responsible for 
ensuring that elections in the state run smoothly, are 
fair, and accurately reflect the will of voters. None of 
them are up for reelection until 2026.

Deniers in the State Legislature
In New Mexico, at least three election deniers cur-
rently serve in the state legislature—all in the House—
accounting for 3% of the 112-person assembly. Two of 
them (in districts 55 and 61) ran unopposed in 2022 
and are running unopposed again in 2024, with the 
third representative (in District 51) winning his first 
term in 2022 with 63% of the vote. When he partic-
ipated in the march to the U.S. Capitol on January 
6, he posted a photo and message on social media 
urging “patriots” to “FIGHT.LIKE.HELL.”

Deniers Administering Elections
A handful of election administrators in New Mexi-
co who are responsible for overseeing the voting 
process in their counties amplify Trump’s claims of 
a “rigged” election in 2020 or continue to spread 
disinformation about election integrity. They include:

• Gerald Matherly | Otero County Board of 
Commissioners (District 1)
In June 2022, Gerald Matherly voted against cer-
tifying the county’s primary election results based 
on his desire to first ascertain if there had been 
any fraud, according to Reuters. New Mexico’s 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2022-election/court-order-gop-officials-new-mexico-county-certify-election-results-rcna34219
https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/22/politics/couy-griffin-verdict-january-6-trial/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/22/politics/couy-griffin-verdict-january-6-trial/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/06/politics/couy-griffin-new-mexico-january-6/index.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/22275517-ruling-on-couy-griffins-eligibility-to-run-for-officer
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/santa-fe-man-says-his-experience-outside-capitol-was-peaceful-jovial/article_932de110-513c-11eb-8a5c-b7254e0a851b.html
https://www.republicaninsurrectionists.co/
https://ballotpedia.org/John_Block
https://ballotpedia.org/John_Block
https://insurrectionexposed.org/herrell-yvette/
https://www.facebook.com/HerrellforCongress/posts/2609445306020369
https://ictnews.org/news/yvette-herrell-took-donation-from-fake-elector-in-2022
https://insurrectionexposed.org/new-mexico-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/yvette-herrell/
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/states-of-denial/#new-mexico-2
https://ballotpedia.org/New_Mexico_House_of_Representatives_elections,_2024
https://ballotpedia.org/John_Block
https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/nm_house.html#District_51_-_John_Block
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-election-clements/
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secretary of state sued him and the two other 
county commissioners and threatened to request 
a criminal investigation into whether their actions 
were “willful violations” of the state election code. 
But Matherly eventually agreed to certify the re-
sults after the state Supreme Court ordered him 
to do so. Earlier that year, the three Otero commis-
sioners had hired a Massachusetts-based market-
ing firm to search for signs of fraud in the county’s 
2020 presidential election returns, even though 
Trump won there by a large margin. 

• Vickie Marquardt | Otero County Board of 
Commissioners (District 3)
In June 2022, Vickie Marquardt voted against cer-
tifying the county’s primary election results be-
cause she was a “hard core” Trump supporter and 
did not trust the county’s voting machines, accord-
ing to Reuters. New Mexico’s secretary of state 
sued her and the two other county commissioners 
and threatened to request a criminal investigation 
into whether their actions were “willful violations” 
of the state election code. But Marquardt even-
tually agreed to certify the results after the state 
Supreme Court ordered her to do so. Earlier that 
year, the three Otero commissioners had hired a 
Massachusetts-based marketing firm to search for 
signs of fraud in the county’s 2020 presidential 
election returns, even though Trump won there 
by a large margin.

• Jay Block | Sandoval County Board of 
Commissioners (District 2) 
In June 2022, Jay Block—who had just lost his 
Republican primary bid for governor—was the sole 
commissioner in the county who voted against 
certifying the primary election results. “It is imper-
ative that we are presented with a complete set 
of facts,” he said in explaining his vote.

Deniers in GOP Leadership
Moderate Republicans in New Mexico have been 
losing ground since Trump lost the 2020 election, 
and GOP State Chair Steve Pearce has been steer-

ing the party towards a total embrace of Trumpism. 
While this has energized the far-right, it also appears 
to have rubbed swing voters the wrong way.

A day after the January 6 attack on the Capitol, New 
Mexico’s GOP issued a statement acknowledging 
that “our democracy has been tarnished.” But the 
comment wasn’t in reference to the shocking vio-
lence that upended the congressional procedure 
underway that day, but rather to the ultimate certifi-
cation of President Biden’s Electoral College victory.

As recently as 2016, Republicans were doing well in 
New Mexico, with GOP Governor Susana Martinez 
having just won reelection, Albuquerque’s Repub-
lican mayor Richard Berry in his second term, and 
Republicans winning control of the state House. But 
just eight years later, Democrats now hold the gover-
norship and a near-supermajority in the state House.

In short, in 2024 New Mexico’s GOP is fractured and 
struggling, beholden to a right-wing, MAGA base, 
while floundering to regain support from more mod-
erate suburban voters. “The party’s being ripped 
down the middle, and I think I’m gonna blame Trump 
for that,” said an oil industry businessman and long-
time Republican donor in the state.

The following are among the state GOP leaders who 
have  spread misinformation about widespread voter 
fraud or expressed unfettered loyalty to Trump and 
his ongoing claim that any election he doesn’t win 
is “rigged”:

• Steve Pearce | Chair
Steve Pearce is a former congressman who 
served seven terms in the House (2003–09 and 
2011–19), where he was associated with the Tea 
Party and the House Freedom Caucus. Although 
his 2018 bid for governor failed, he was elected 
chair of the state GOP that year and has served in 
that role ever since. Politico sees him as “some-
thing of an avatar of the party’s Trumpian brand 
of politics [who] fully embraced the narrative of a 
stolen election.” On January 9, 2021, he tweeted: 
“God bless President Donald J. Trump. He will be 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/17/new-mexico-county-weighs-defying-order-certify-election-results/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-election-clements/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/17/new-mexico-county-weighs-defying-order-certify-election-results/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/17/new-mexico-county-weighs-defying-order-certify-election-results/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/06/17/deadline-looms-election-crisis-new-mexico-intensifies/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/06/17/deadline-looms-election-crisis-new-mexico-intensifies/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/08/new-mexico-republican-party-special-election-492044
https://newmexico.gop/2021/01/07/congress-certifies-the-certifiable/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/08/new-mexico-republican-party-special-election-492044
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/08/new-mexico-republican-party-special-election-492044
https://twitter.com/MattGrubs/status/1348780261945720832
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our President FOREVER and no one can take that 
away from us.” 

• Tina Dziuk | National Committeewoman
Tina Dziuk has been a national committeewoman 
since 2020 and won reelection in April 2024. Ac-
cording to her campaign bio, she was appointed to 
the RNC’s Committee on Election Integrity in 2021 
and served as co-chair of the Voting Systems and 
Technology Subcommittee. For the 2022 midterm 
elections, she got the RNC to provide New Mexico 
with a statewide incident reporting system  and 
on election day, she served as a poll watcher “re-
sponding directly to voter complaints, in real time, 
while consulting attorneys in the war-room.” Dziuk 
amplifies election misinformation on social media, 
often retweeting posts from extremists like Charlie 
Kirk of Turning Point USA and Dinesh D’Souza, 
the conspiracy theorist who has made a series of 
highly controversial political films, including the 
debunked 2022 pro-Trump documentary 2000 
Mules. 

• Rebecca Dow | CD–2 Vice Chair
Rebecca Dow is a former state representative who 
lost in the GOP primary for governor in 2022, and 
is running to regain her seat in the state legislature 
in 2024. As a candidate, she disparaged other 
Republicans for being “never Trumpers” and ran 
ads to that effect. She has also endorsed 2000 
Mules, the widely debunked conspiracy theory 
film about the 2020 election. 

• Robert Witsenhausen | Santa Fe County 
Chair
In his monthly letters to fellow Republicans, Rob-
ert Witsenhausen stirs up distrust of the electoral 
process, referring to automatic voter registration 
as “a recipe for stealing elections,” claiming that in 
the past poll workers “were observed breaking nu-
merous rules,” and that “every time they accused 
us of something, we were proven right.” In his 
letter from June 2023 he wrote, “The propaganda 
against Republicans has been laid on thick. Who 
can forget Biden’s ‘Red Sermon’ speech, with all 
the Nazi imagery of a Leni Riefenstahl production? 

And don’t even get me started on January 6th.” 
In his letter from May 2024, Witsenhausen urged 
Republicans to vote in the June 4 primary, noting, 
“Everyone should flood the ballot box and show 
the entire country that in New Mexico it’s going 
to be ‘Too Big to Rig.’”

• Julianne (Julie) Stroup | Sierra County 
Chair
In a July 2021 email to Kari Fresquez (then the 
state elections director in New Mexico), Julie 
Stroup wrote that the proposed rule changes for 
voting in New Mexico—including the use of drop 
boxes and mail-in ballots—would “only ensure that 
cheating in elections will be easier and difficult to 
prevent.” She also argued that “voting in person 
on voting day is the only way to substantially re-
duce interference in our elections,” and that “mail-
in ballots other than absentee ballots also have 
proven to be an easy avenue to interfere with fair 
elections. We saw this during the 2020 election 
cycle.”

• Sarah Hawkes Valente | Taos County 
Chair
A May 2023 opinion piece by Sarah Hawkes 
Valente encouraged residents to sign petitions for 
a referendum against several pending bills, includ-
ing HB-4 and SB-180, which she claimed “could 
lead to potential fraud in our election process.” 
She also wrote that felony voter enfranchisement 
“is a potential threat to election integrity,” and that 
the provisions in SB-180 allowing for electronic 
signature gathering for nominating petitions and 
voter convenience centers “could lead to voter 
fraud.” 

• John Brenna | Valencia County Chair
John Brenna repeatedly re-posts election-relat-
ed conspiracy theories and other disinformation 
about election integrity on his personal Twitter/X 
page, linking to an article exonerating Trump 
for his inaction on January 6 by noting: “The J6 
committee buried the whistleblower accounts 
because they were devastating to the narrative 
Donald Trump was complicit in an ‘insurrection.’” 

https://tinadziuk.com
https://twitter.com/charliekirk11/status/1385651918593171458
https://insurrectionexposed.org/kirk-charlie/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/kirk-charlie/
https://twitter.com/DineshDSouza/status/1539718782851207168
https://www.aol.com/opinion-trumpers-hope-rebound-state-033100678.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFbGiBaP9JmUCDZ-RwRu6Fx1-NQVGw2cUGGQXA-v8vbprb4dsP0LL20__nb5aCwccdN9Y5pB_6HaPQCW1gHbMLjhuQcXiXhVqAhoQEJx9yALe6VcKCWzfcan7QJnElJDQb3uM2Yfgot6DYyY_4HWbFxa8Iz7F05_GqNZZWG_t492
https://www.aol.com/opinion-trumpers-hope-rebound-state-033100678.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFbGiBaP9JmUCDZ-RwRu6Fx1-NQVGw2cUGGQXA-v8vbprb4dsP0LL20__nb5aCwccdN9Y5pB_6HaPQCW1gHbMLjhuQcXiXhVqAhoQEJx9yALe6VcKCWzfcan7QJnElJDQb3uM2Yfgot6DYyY_4HWbFxa8Iz7F05_GqNZZWG_t492
https://www.abqjournal.com/news/local/dow-questions-ronchetti-s-trump-loyalty/article_bb94f79b-3d9d-5506-b42a-973fe95020aa.html
https://www.abqjournal.com/news/local/dow-questions-ronchetti-s-trump-loyalty/article_bb94f79b-3d9d-5506-b42a-973fe95020aa.html
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/05/31/new-mexico-launches-web-page-challenging-election-misinformation-maggie-toulouse-oliver-2022/7455342001/
https://www.santafecountygop.com/_files/ugd/9572e7_1fd93a55e8c94625be12d94d4b80b865.pdf
https://www.santafecountygop.com/_files/ugd/9572e7_546ac5812bd54ec486c3836b88908ad3.pdf
https://www.santafecountygop.com/_files/ugd/9572e7_e0451011f1074a97a7a0d5a58eb73c70.pdf
https://klvg4oyd4j.execute-api.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/prod/PublicFiles/ee3072ab0d43456cb15a51f7d82c77a2/1c917aeb-632f-4ff5-b54b-4351cf66042d/072221%20Secured%20Container%20Stroup.pdf
https://newmexicosun.com/stories/642274802-residents-unite-across-party-lines-to-protect-values-taos-county-petition-drive-underway
https://x.com/kylenabecker/status/1779187643529502786
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In a March 2024 post, he wrote: “Approximately 
9,000 previously uncounted mail-in ballots from 
an Illinois election were suddenly ‘found.’” And 
that same month, he reposted a lengthy conspir-
acy piece arguing that “Democrats are importing 
illegals because they plan on stealing the elec-
tion… & if it starts an uprising, 10 million military 
age males with no allegiance to America and con-
tempt for Americans will be all too happy to help 
squash it [in exchange] for citizenship.”

https://x.com/LeadingReport/status/1774116258406961620
https://x.com/AmericazOutlaw/status/1765807024376336500
https://x.com/AmericazOutlaw/status/1765807024376336500
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Overview

As in many southern states, North Carolina voted reliably Democratic from 1876 through 1964, when 
conservative white voters began shifting to the Right in response to new federal civil rights legislation.

The state has trended purple in recent general elections, even though Republicans have won every 
presidential contest in North Carolina since 1980—except for 2008 when Barack Obama won over John 
McCain by a razor thin margin of 0.3%. In the 2012 presidential election, the state voted Republican again 
in another very tight race, with Mitt Romney beating Obama by about 2%. Republicans have prevailed in 
subsequent presidential elections, with Donald Trump winning the state by 3.6% over Hillary Clinton in 
2016 and by 1.3% over Joe Biden in 2020, resulting in the closest defeat that year for the candidate who 
ultimately won the presidency nonetheless.

On January 6, 2021, one newly elected state legislator from North Carolina took part in the march on the 
Capitol in Washington but disavowed the violence that erupted there. Later that day, seven of the eight 
Republican members of North Carolina’s congressional delegation voted against certifying President 
Biden’s electoral victory. Four of them are running for reelection in 2024.

With 16 electoral votes, North Carolina is in the top 10 most significant states for winning presidential 
elections. Once Vice President Kamala Harris entered the race in July, polling began to indicate that the 
state just may be within reach for Democrats in 2024.

Both U.S. senators from North Carolina are Republican: Ted Budd, an election denier and three-term 
congressman who voted against certifying President Biden’s victory when he served in the House, and 
Thom Tillis, a Tea Party conservative who is out of favor with the local GOP for failing to jump on the MAGA 
bandwagon. The state’s 14-member House delegation is evenly split, with seven Democrats and seven 
Republicans. In contrast, North Carolina’s governorship has been in Democratic hands since 1976, except 
for three terms (1984, 1988 and 2012).

According to the 2020 census, approximately 62% of North Carolinians are white, while Blacks account 
for 22.2% of the population and Hispanics 10.5%. Women—who are among the most reliable voting bloc 
in U.S. presidential elections—comprise 51% of North Carolina’s population.

The state is among eight in 2024 where voters are deciding on whether to amend the state constitution to 
specify that only U.S. citizens who are 18 years old or older can vote in elections. Congress passed a law 
in 1996 prohibiting noncitizens from voting in federal elections, and noncitizen voting is already barred in 
North Carolina under state law.. 

2020 Election Fallout
Even though Trump narrowly won North Carolina, 
his supporters continued to amplify the Big Lie, dis-
credit the process, spread conspiracy theories, and 
challenge the results in other states. Despite lacking 

evidence to support their allegations, they are poised 
to repeat unfounded claims of election fraud in 2024.

• Before Election Day 2020, the Trump campaign and 
the North Carolina GOP (NCGOP) challenged the 
North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE) 

https://ncchamber.com/2023/10/04/is-north-carolina-really-a-purple-state/
https://www.270towin.com/states/North_Carolina
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/11/03/us/elections/results-north-carolina.html
https://www.wral.com/story/incoming-nc-lawmaker-was-at-jan-6-us-capitol-protests-riot/19938994/
https://www.wral.com/story/incoming-nc-lawmaker-was-at-jan-6-us-capitol-protests-riot/19938994/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.britannica.com/story/how-many-electoral-college-votes-does-each-us-state-have
https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/the-2024-swing-states-north-carolina-could-sway-the-2024-election
https://insurrectionexposed.org/budd-ted/
https://ncnewsline.com/2024/03/19/thom-tillis-and-non-maga-nc-republicans-reaping-what-they-helped-sow/
https://www.270towin.com/states/North_Carolina
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/north-carolina-population-change-between-census-decade.html
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/nc
https://www.cfr.org/blog/women-voters-pivotal-role-electing-next-us-president
https://ballotpedia.org/North_Carolina_Citizenship_Requirement_for_Voting_Amendment_(2024)#Federal_law
https://abc11.com/election-lawsuit-2020-presidential-north-carolina-state-board-of-elections-ncsbe/7618122/
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decision to extend the date for accepting mail-
in ballots to November 12, as long as they were 
postmarked by Election Day. Both the 4th Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the state Supreme Court 
ruled against overriding the board’s decision.

• In response to rampant “mis- and disinformation 
about the 2020 general election” prior to Election 
Day, the bipartisan State Board of Elections pub-
lished Combating Misinformation.

• After the outcome of the presidential election was 
initially too close to call in North Carolina, election 
officials confirmed on November 13, 2020, that 
Trump beat Biden by 74,481 votes (1.3%).

• Exit polls conducted for ABC News on Election 
Day showed that 87% of voters in North Carolina 
said they were somewhat or very confident that 
votes would be counted fairly in their state.

• In response to conspiracy theories and questions 
about whether North Carolina would conduct a 
“forensic audit” of its 2020 general election or 
allow random voting machines to be opened “to 
see if they contain modems,” the NCSBE and all 
100 county boards of elections conducted audits 
of the results and concluded that “statewide, the… 
machine counts of ballots were accurate.”

• On November 24, 2020, the NCSBE certified the 
votes of the more than 5.5 million voters (75% 
of registered voters) who cast ballots in North 
Carolina. 

• Seven members of the North Carolina congressio-
nal delegation voted to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion results on January 6, 2021. Representative 
Patrick McHenry (R–NC–10), who is not seeking 
reelection in 2024, was the only Republican repre-
sentative from North Carolina who voted to certify 
President Biden’s win of the election. 

• Donnie Loftis participated in the march to the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6 and was subsequently 
appointed by the NCGOP to the state House of 

Representatives in November 2021. According 
to WRAL News, he commented in a now-deleted 
Facebook post that he “got gassed three times 
and was at the entrance when they breached the 
door.”

• In April 2023, Republicans gained a narrow su-
permajority in North Carolina’s General Assembly 
after a state legislator switched her party affilia-
tion from Democrat to Republican. This enabled 
Republicans to pass SB 747, a huge package 
of election laws inspired in part by election de-
nier Cleta Mitchell—who runs the Conservative 
Partnership Institute’s so-called Election Integrity 
Network and advised local GOP legislators in draft-
ing the bills—and overturn vetoes from Governor 
Roy Cooper (D). Mother Jones called the move a 
“massive power grab to seize control of elections.”

• One of the new laws, titled “No Partisan Advantage 
in Elections,” eliminated the governor’s power to 
appoint members of the bipartisan NCSBE and 
gave it to legislative leaders instead. Another, also 
passed after the legislature overrode the gover-
nor’s veto, eliminated ballot drop boxes and end-
ed a three-day grace period for absentee ballots 
that had been postmarked by Election Day, among 
other measures. 

• In January 2024, Democrats scored a partial victo-
ry in their attempts to challenge SB 747, the sweep-
ing voter suppression legislation passed by North 
Carolina’s GOP-controlled General Assembly in 
2023. U.S. District Judge Thomas Schroeder, a 
George W. Bush appointee, sided with the plain-
tiffs and blocked same-day registration restric-
tions, writing that the provision violates the Due 
Process Clause of the U.S. Constitution and would 
result in legitimate ballots being discarded.

• In August 2024, the Republican National 
Committee and the NCGOP filed a lawsuit against 
the NCSBE for “ignoring the law and failing to clean 
up the voter rolls.” According to RNC Chairman 
Michael Whatley, “The NCSBE has chosen to bla-
tantly ignore the law, undermine basic election 

https://abc11.com/2020-nc-election-results-north-carolina-electoral-votes-presidential-race-trump-biden/7465825/
https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-elections/election-security/combating-misinformation
https://abc11.com/nc-election-results-2020-donald-trump-joe-biden-north-carolina-called/7926401/
https://abc11.com/politics/nc-boe-predicts-97%25-of-ballots-will-be-counted-by-end-of-election-day/7489513/
https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-elections/county-boards-elections/resources-county-boards/response-calls-forensic-audit-2020-random-opening-voting-machines
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2020/11/24/state-board-certifies-election-results-historic-2020-general-election
https://www.wunc.org/politics/2021-01-07/how-nc-congressional-delegates-voted-in-certifying-the-election-after-chaos-at-capitol
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-congress-election-retirement-2024-dd24d2b7bd772ec4dacd5e76a32a8d4d
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-congress-election-retirement-2024-dd24d2b7bd772ec4dacd5e76a32a8d4d
https://www.wral.com/story/incoming-nc-lawmaker-was-at-jan-6-us-capitol-protests-riot/19938994/
https://www.wral.com/story/incoming-nc-lawmaker-was-at-jan-6-us-capitol-protests-riot/19938994/
https://www.npr.org/2023/04/05/1168256827/republicans-have-north-carolina-house-supermajority-after-rep-tricia-cotham-swit
https://www.npr.org/2023/04/05/1168256827/republicans-have-north-carolina-house-supermajority-after-rep-tricia-cotham-swit
https://ncnewsline.com/2023/06/13/look-what-we-did-national-extremists-score-with-nc-voter-suppression-bill/
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-elections-governor-legislature-vetoes-5c22afdce6b92171f64cbde047748b78
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-elections-governor-legislature-vetoes-5c22afdce6b92171f64cbde047748b78
https://www.wral.com/story/nc-lawmakers-expected-to-roll-out-major-election-law-changes-with-input-from-former-trump-lawyer/20889083/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mitchell-cleta/
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-elections-governor-legislature-vetoes-5c22afdce6b92171f64cbde047748b78
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/09/north-carolina-election-boards-bill-roy-cooper/
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-election-boards-governor-veto-cb8aca5aa00af603f4e9950954033286
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-election-boards-governor-veto-cb8aca5aa00af603f4e9950954033286
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-2023-review
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/01/24/north-carolina-voter-election-law-00137679
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/01/24/north-carolina-voter-election-law-00137679
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://abc11.com/post/republican-national-committee-ncgop-sues-nc-state-board-elections-ignoring-law-failing-clean-voter-rolls/15220396/
https://abc11.com/post/republican-national-committee-ncgop-sues-nc-state-board-elections-ignoring-law-failing-clean-voter-rolls/15220396/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
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safeguards, and neglect a fundamental principle 
of our election integrity.”

• In August 2024, former Senator Richard Burr (R–
NC), who voted to convict Trump in his second 
impeachment trial, said in a TV interview that 
he would vote for Trump in November. “Maybe 
someone will have a hard time squaring with it,” 
Burr told Spectrum News about his decision to 
vote for Trump in November. “I don’t have a hard 
time squaring with it because I firmly understood 
why I voted for impeachment. ... It’s a bad choice 
I thought a president made one time.”

Deniers Running for Congress
Four representatives from North Carolina who voted 
against certifying President Biden’s 2020 electoral 
victory still serve in the House and are running for 
reelection in 2024. Although the state’s House del-
egation has been evenly split in recent years, with 
seven Democrats and seven Republicans, now that 
North Carolina’s Republican-controlled General As-
sembly has redrawn voting maps, three congressio-
nal districts are expected to flip (from Democrats to 
Republicans) in the November election. If that hap-
pens, when Congress convenes in January 2025 
North Carolina will be represented by 10 Republicans 
and four Democrats in the House, along with its two 
sitting Republicans in the Senate. 

The following Republican candidates are among the 
election deniers running to represent North Carolina 
in the House:

• Laurie Buckhout | House (NC–1) 
Having recently (semi) relocated to the state in 
order to run for Congress, Laurie Buckhout has 
Trump’s full endorsement. Democrats warn that 
she is “an anti-abortion extremist, insurrection 
apologist, and transplant opportunist only looking 
out for herself.” In addition to dismissing Trump’s 
felonies as proof that the justice system has been 
“weaponized” against him, Buckhout has promot-
ed false claims of election interference on social 

media. In November 2023, she tweeted, “As a 
cyber subject matter expert, I advise you ABSO-
LUTELY should question the integrity of voting pro-
cesses. Stay vigilant. Ballot integrity is the bedrock 
of our representative Republic!” In responding to 
a tweet from key Trump ally Mike Flynn promoting 
hand counting of ballots, she wrote: “Now THIS 
is election integrity. I ran a cyber and electronic 
warfare company, and any time a processor is 
involved, with the ability to download or upload 
data, fraud is possible.” 

• Alan Swain | House (NC–2)
Alan Swain, a retired Army colonel and former 
defense industry executive, was one of the Re-
publican plaintiffs in Moore v. Circosta, a lawsuit 
calling for an injunction against the extension of 
the absentee ballot deadline put into place as a 
pandemic measure in North Carolina during the 
2020 election. In the emergency application for 
the injunction, one of the claims made is that the 
“respondents are purposefully allowing otherwise 
unlawful votes to be counted, thereby diluting 
North Carolina voters’ lawful votes.” ProPublica 
also reports that as chair of the Wake County GOP, 
Swain formed an “election integrity committee” 
that lobbied lawmakers to restrict voting and audit 
the 2020 results. 

• Greg Murphy | House (NC–3)
Representative Greg Murphy has served in the 
House since 2019 and won reelection in 2022 
with Trump’s endorsement. After the 2020 presi-
dential election, he signed a letter from congres-
sional Republicans to the attorney general asking 
the Justice Department to investigate “a number 
of anomalies, statistical improbabilities and accu-
sations of fraud” during the voting process and 
also signed an amicus brief in support of Texas 
v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit asking the Supreme 
Court to overturn the election results in four swing 
states. In January 2021, Murphy objected to cer-
tifying President Biden’s win of the election, and 
voted against both impeaching Trump for inciting 
the insurrection and establishing a special House 
committee to investigate it. A year after the attack 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2024/08/13/richard-burr-trump-impeachment?cid=share_twitter
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/08/13/2024-election-campaign-updates-harris-trump/
https://abc11.com/nc-primary-north-carolina-super-tuesday-election-results/14494166/
https://www.dailyadvance.com/news/local/buckhout-picks-up-trump-endorsement-discusses-bidens-debate-performance/article_90905b18-38b0-11ef-a966-77f6f110bbd1.html
https://dccc.org/the-case-against-laurie-buckhout/
https://twitter.com/lauriebuckhout/status/1728764496590540815
https://twitter.com/lauriebuckhout/status/1746655146984067413
https://insurrectionexposed.org/flynn-michael/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20A72/158478/20201022114507746_SCOTUS%20Emergency%20Motion%20for%20Injunction%20Pending%20Appeal%20vf%20wDHT%20sig.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20A72/158478/20201022114507746_SCOTUS%20Emergency%20Motion%20for%20Injunction%20Pending%20Appeal%20vf%20wDHT%20sig.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/heeding-steve-bannons-call-election-deniers-organize-to-seize-control-of-the-gop-and-reshape-americas-elections
https://insurrectionexposed.org/murphy-greg/
https://files.constantcontact.com/568da8df701/f10af72d-7d42-4a36-a84c-b0aa7d6c8272.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
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on the Capitol, he continued to spread misinfor-
mation, claiming that Antifa was responsible for 
the violence that day. In January 2022, Murphy 
also released a statement blaming Democrats for 
exploiting the insurrection for political gain to “dis-
tract the American people from the complete and 
total failure of the Biden Administration.” 

• Virginia Foxx | House (NC–5)
Representative Virginia Foxx has served in the 
House since 2005, representing a safely Republi-
can district and winning reelection in recent years 
with Trump’s endorsement. In January 2021, she 
objected to certifying President Biden’s win of 
the 2020 election, and also voted against both 
impeaching Trump for inciting the insurrection 
and establishing a special House committee to 
investigate it. Foxx signed an amicus brief in sup-
port of Texas v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit asking 
the Supreme Court to overturn the election re-
sults in four swing states. In October 2023, the 
then-80-year-old lawmaker yelled “shut up” at an 
ABC News reporter attempting to ask then-House 
Speaker nominee Mike Johnson (R–LA) about his 
involvement in trying to overturn the results of the 
2020 presidential election.

• David Rouzer | House (NC–7)
Representative David Rouzer has served in the 
House since 2015 and won reelection in 2022 
with Trump’s endorsement. After the 2020 presi-
dential election, he signed a letter from congres-
sional Republicans to the attorney general asking 
the Justice Department to investigate possible 
fraud and signed an amicus brief in support of Tex-
as v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit asking the Supreme 
Court to overturn the election results in four swing 
states. In January 2021, Rouzer objected to certi-
fying President Biden’s win of the 2020 election, 
and also voted against both impeaching Trump for 
inciting the insurrection and establishing a special 
House committee to investigate it. 

• Mark Harris | House (NC–8)
In 2018, Mark Harris ran for Congress in North 
Carolina’s 9th Congressional District. Though ini-

tial tallies showed him winning, the results were 
not certified due to allegations of ballot harvesting 
made by an employee of his campaign. The re-
sults were dismissed in 2019 and a new election 
was held, but Harris did not run. In a video an-
nouncing his bid for the 8th Congressional District 
seat in 2024, he said, “In 2020, Democrats stole 
the election from President Trump. The year be-
fore, they did it to me.”  He also claimed, “And just 
like President Trump, it wasn’t until after they got 
what they wanted that the truth would come out 
and I was vindicated.”

• Richard Hudson | House (NC–9)
Representative Richard Hudson has served in the 
House since 2013 and won reelection in 2022 with 
Trump’s endorsement. After the 2020 presidential 
election, he signed an amicus brief in support of 
Texas v. Pennsylvania, a lawsuit asking the Su-
preme Court to overturn the election results in four 
swing states. In January 2021, Hudson objected 
to certifying President Biden’s win of the 2020 
election, and also voted against both impeaching 
Trump for inciting the insurrection and establishing 
a special House committee to investigate it. 

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
In one of the country’s most closely watched gu-
bernatorial races in 2024, North Carolina’s Attorney 
General Josh Stein (D) is running against contro-
versial, Trump-endorsed Lieutenant Governor Mark 
Robinson (R), who repeatedly claims the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen. U.S. Representative Dan Bishop 
(R–NC–9), another election denier, is running for 
attorney general, and Chad Brown, a county com-
missioner who has expressed doubts about the in-
tegrity of the 2020 election, is making a second bid 
for secretary of state. 

Michele Morrow, a conservative activist who is run-
ning to become the superintendent overseeing all 
North Carolina public schools, attended the March to 
Save America rally in Washington on January 6, 2021. 

https://www.witn.com/2022/01/06/murphy-criticizes-security-failures-democrats-first-anniversary-january-6th-insurrection/
https://www.witn.com/2022/01/06/murphy-criticizes-security-failures-democrats-first-anniversary-january-6th-insurrection/
https://www.wnct.com/uncategorized/rep-murphy-releases-statement-on-one-year-after-jan-6-comments-by-biden-harris/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/foxx-virginia/
https://ballotpedia.org/Endorsements_by_Donald_Trump
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4274345-republican-tells-reporter-to-shut-up-johnson-2020-election/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/rouzer-david/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/11/08/us/elections/results-house.html?name=styln-2022-midterms&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show&is_new=false
https://files.constantcontact.com/568da8df701/f10af72d-7d42-4a36-a84c-b0aa7d6c8272.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-election-2024-us-house-primaries-5b8d78fea4cc0c0a449c00cd0db0dc23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSFT_RjGCVw&t=42s
https://insurrectionexposed.org/hudson-richard/
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/16/us/politics/kamala-harris-north-carolina.html?algo=combo_clicks_decay_6_lda_unique_80_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20240816&fellback=false&imp_id=6119038269849477&instance_id=131929&nl=for-you&nlid=156790710&pool=channel-replacement-ls&rank=7&regi_id=156790710&req_id=1100292353382658&segment_id=175360&surface=for-you-email-channelless&te=1&user_id=8f08ab8e3e34fdecf4ed8bad63af2cdf&variant=0_channel_translated_pool_popularity_pers
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/16/us/politics/kamala-harris-north-carolina.html?algo=combo_clicks_decay_6_lda_unique_80_diversified&block=3&campaign_id=142&emc=edit_fory_20240816&fellback=false&imp_id=6119038269849477&instance_id=131929&nl=for-you&nlid=156790710&pool=channel-replacement-ls&rank=7&regi_id=156790710&req_id=1100292353382658&segment_id=175360&surface=for-you-email-channelless&te=1&user_id=8f08ab8e3e34fdecf4ed8bad63af2cdf&variant=0_channel_translated_pool_popularity_pers
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/18/us/politics/mark-robinson-north-carolina.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/18/us/politics/mark-robinson-north-carolina.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/trump-compares-north-carolina-lt-gov-mark-robinson-martin-luther-king-rcna141523
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkdLquU8xVU&t=454s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8T9qF2vShk
https://insurrectionexposed.org/bishop-dan/
https://www.gastongazette.com/story/news/local/2022/12/12/gaston-county-commissioner-to-run-for-north-carolina-secretary-of-state/69710163007/
https://www.gastongazette.com/story/news/local/2022/12/12/gaston-county-commissioner-to-run-for-north-carolina-secretary-of-state/69710163007/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/several-trump-supporters-involved-jan-6-are-running-office-year-rcna146081
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According to CNN, she is known for her extremist 
messages on social media, including ones calling 
for specific Democrats to be executed and Georgia’s 
Republican governor to be imprisoned for certifying 
the 2020 presidential election results in his state. 
She also claimed that thousands of Chinese troops 
were stationed in Canada after the last presidential 
election ready to invade the U.S. to help President 
Biden take the White House.

Deniers in the State Legislature
In 2023, when Republicans gained a supermajority 
in the state legislature, they used it to restrict access 
to voting, weaken the Democratic governor’s power 
to oversee elections, and pass a budget that prohib-
ited North Carolina from joining ERIC, a nonpartisan 
partnership that helps states maintain accurate voter 
rolls. In ruling on a case in North Carolina, the U.S. 
Supreme Court rejected the so-called independent 
state legislature theory in 2023, which would have 
given partisan state legislators virtually unchecked 
power to regulate federal elections. 

Deniers Administering Elections
Since the 2020 election, certain election officials in 
North Carolina have adopted the same anti-demo-
cratic strategies as Republicans in other key swing 
states. According to Informing Democracy, these in-
clude participating in the January 6, 2021, attack on 
the U.S. Capitol; promoting election disinformation 
and false claims of fraud during the 2020 presiden-
tial election; drastically reducing early voting hours 
and not allowing voting on Sundays or on college 
campuses; filing protests against legitimate voters; 
calling for martial law in the aftermath of the 2020 
election, and voting against certifying valid election 
results, among other actions. 

In Surry County, two members of the Elections Board 
refused to certify local results in 2022, questioning the 
legitimacy of state election law and court decisions. 
In a rare example of accountability, the State Board 
of Elections later voted unanimously to dismiss both 

officials. “Those who administer elections must follow 
the law as it is written, not how they want it to be,” said 
Damon Circosta, chairman of the state board.

The following county Board of Elections administrators 
continue to support Trump’s Big Lie or spread misin-
formation about election integrity in North Carolina:

• Anthony Iovino | Burke County Board of 
Elections
In April 2021, Anthony Iovino reshared a post on 
Facebook that read, “IF THEY CAN STEAL AN 
ELECTION RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOUR FACE, 
THINK OF WHAT THEY ARE DOING BEHIND 
YOUR BACK…”

• Byron Waters | Halifax County Board of 
Elections
In September 2020, Byron Waters shared a Proj-
ect Veritas article on Facebook about a “cash-
for-ballots voter fraud scheme,” adding his own 
cynical comment: “Oh no, there’s no problem with 
loose rules on mail-in ballots, none at all.” Meta 
has since removed the post since it was spreading 
false information.

• Elizabeth McDowell | Mecklenburg County 
Board of Elections
In November 2020, Elizabeth McDowell voted 
against certifying the results of the election in her 
county saying that she disagreed with new State 
Board of Elections guidelines extending the pe-
riod for accepting mail-in ballots and making the 
cure process to fix errors on such ballots easier. 
In September 2016, McDowell publicly urged the 
North Carolina Board of Elections to cut back on 
early voting for the sake of election “integrity” and 
claimed that fraud was common, describing how 
voting precincts took advantage of the elderly and 
the “mentally infirmed” [sic]. 

• Mary Potter Summa | Mecklenburg 
County Board of Elections
In November 2020, Mary Potter Summa voted 
against certifying the results of the election in her 
county saying that she disagreed with new State 

https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/14/politics/kfile-gop-nominee-north-carolina-public-schools-michele-morrow-executing-democrats/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-elections-governor-legislature-vetoes-5c22afdce6b92171f64cbde047748b78
https://www.carolinajournal.com/the-2023-north-carolina-state-budget-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/the-2023-north-carolina-state-budget-heres-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/06/27/moore-v-harper-supreme-court-rejects/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/06/27/moore-v-harper-supreme-court-rejects/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/trump-swing-state-officials-election-deniers-1235069692/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/trump-swing-state-officials-election-deniers-1235069692/
https://media.socastsrm.com/wordpress/wp-content/blogs.dir/2313/files/2023/05/informing-democracy-democracy-under-threat-2023.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/election-officials-refused-certify-results-few-held-accountable#:~:text=But%20in%202022%2C%20conservative%20officials,sometimes%20under%20a%20court%20order
https://www.ncsbe.gov/news/press-releases/2023/03/28/state-board-removes-2-surry-county-board-elections-members
https://www.facebook.com/anthony.iovino.79/posts/pfbid0u58Xa7M8dNLbgh8smLFCHmjN3BodEp5M7czWEedTpocUKiqBJzuCMtxCSM8Lz61vl
https://www.facebook.com/byron.waters.9/posts/pfbid0r3dVQRVJjdK8ruYAGoBhQAHVvJjpTuuFECbAdQw3d2kzLVGJ5FgAqr3wZAr9RLipl
https://myfox8.com/news/nc-board-of-elections-members-disagree-with-how-election-was-handled/
https://myfox8.com/news/nc-board-of-elections-members-disagree-with-how-election-was-handled/
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article100927317.html
https://myfox8.com/news/nc-board-of-elections-members-disagree-with-how-election-was-handled/
https://myfox8.com/news/nc-board-of-elections-members-disagree-with-how-election-was-handled/
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Board of Elections guidelines extending the pe-
riod for accepting mail-in ballots and making the 
cure process to fix errors on such ballots easier. 
In September 2016, she emailed a letter to the 
editor claiming that “campaign and party officials” 
had coerced voters at Mecklenburg precincts to 
join them behind the voting screen so that they 
could manipulate the outcome. Summa only ever 
backed the claim with hearsay evidence.

• John “Johnny” Adams | Montgomery 
County
Several days after the January 6 insurrection at-
tempt, Johnny Adams posted on Facebook, “I 
hope he [Trump] declares marshall [sic] law and 
uses the military to get to the bottom of all this 
cheating. They know and have the proof. If it’s 
going down let’s get it over with.” In August 2021, 
Adams posted a graphic falsely suggesting that 
D.C. police officer Michael Fanone was a Capitol 
rioter carrying a Confederate flag. The following 
month, he posted a graphic that falsely claimed 
the Biden family owns 10% of a Chinese lithium ion 
battery company whose “stock had soared almost 
300% since Biden was ‘elected.’”

Deniers in GOP Leadership
Since Trump narrowly won North Carolina in 2020, 
Republicans have been pursuing a multipronged 
strategy of election subversion and voter suppres-
sion to gain electoral advantages in the state. The fol-
lowing are among the state GOP leaders who show 
unfettered loyalty to Trump and his ongoing claim 
that any election he doesn’t win is “rigged”:

• Jason Simmons | Chair
With Trump’s backing, longtime Republican op-
erative and former NC GOP Executive Director 
Jason Simmons stepped into the role of chair in 
March 2024 after Trump chose election denier 
and former North Carolina GOP Chair Michael 
Whatley to lead the Republican National Com-
mittee. “Simmons has played footsie with election 
fraud conspiracies,” according to AJ News, which 

points out that he has also made Facebook posts 
“echoing Trump’s stolen election rhetoric.” When 
running to become the state party’s new chair, 
Simmons pledged to “Secure our elections for a 
free, fair, and transparent process. Easy to vote, 
hard to cheat!”

• Courtney Geels | District 4 Chair
When Courtney Geels ran for the U.S. House in 
2022, she was included in The Washington Post’s 
list of 291 election deniers running for office that 
year.  She is also called out on the Insurrection 
Index. Her husband was involved in one of the 
election fraud lawsuits in Georgia, where she says 
that he found 100,000 irregular votes. 

• Roger Farina | District 13 Chair
In November 2022, Roger Farina was still spread-
ing the Big Lie by retweeting support for Mike 
Lindell, who was attempting to sell more pillows 
with the promo code TrumpWon. 

• Jim Womack | Lee County Chair
Jim Womack is founder of the North Carolina Elec-
tion Integrity Team (NCEIT), a far-right watchdog 
group “aimed at rooting out voter fraud.” He fun-
damentally disagrees with the idea that registering 
more voters or pushing for greater voter turnout 
helps the efforts of conservatives. Womack found-
ed NCEIT with Cleta Mitchell, the top GOP strate-
gist, Trump loyalist and election denier who runs 
the Conservative Partnership Institute’s so-called 
Election Integrity Network.

• Virginia Wasserberg | Pasquotank County 
Chair
Virginia Wasserberg supported SB 747, the com-
prehensive voter suppression legislation that 
passed in North Carolina in 2023, and has worked 
as a party-aligned poll observer. The RNC and 
state GOP asked her to intervene in three law-
suits filed by Democratic groups attempting to 
challenge the legislation.

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article100927317.html
https://www.facebook.com/johnny.adams.7906/posts/pfbid022KG9Dmp84gANPQecAoA8s6a9RUeVWxuBmdjAqFwocMMn6VhvqvUJykAZc3Ks2FXal
https://www.facebook.com/johnny.adams.7906/posts/pfbid02xuNY7KLLRjU6BNpVrYRGjJQgZRQWUqt7XwwLoTm2iBxDTCRFBxV8LU6Sm2D6XZ8al
https://www.facebook.com/johnny.adams.7906/posts/pfbid09nwFonmL3x7mFR7LwfYZ9xaZgpPek9WBsfnJaMy34SFi7uDBD9npPErRWVgyBo9ql
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/2024/03/27/n-c--gop-executive-director-elected-as-state-chairman-to-replace-whatley
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/republican-national-committee/
https://americanjournalnews.com/new-nc-gop-chair-flirts-with-bogus-stolen-election-conspiracies/
https://americanjournalnews.com/new-nc-gop-chair-flirts-with-bogus-stolen-election-conspiracies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/interactive/2022/election-deniers-running-for-office-elections-2022/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/courtney-geels/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/courtney-geels/
https://www.dukechronicle.com/multimedia/783d6aae-541b-450e-9afa-93474f98cd16
https://twitter.com/DiamondandSilk/status/1589046346446950400
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lindell-mike/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/lindell-mike/
https://lailluminator.com/2024/02/13/trump-rnc/
https://ncnewsline.com/2023/06/13/look-what-we-did-national-extremists-score-with-nc-voter-suppression-bill/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mitchell-cleta/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/national-state-gop-seek-to-intervene-in-three-federal-nc-election-lawsuits/
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• Bryson Smith | Rutherford County Chair
On January 1, 2021, Bryson Smith retweeted a vid-
eo about supposed irregularities in Georgia with 
the hashtag #stopthesteal, promoting the lie that 
President Biden had won the presidential election 
fraudulently.

• Keith Senter | Surry County Chair
In 2022, Keith Senter aggressively targeted the 
Surry County elections director, repeatedly ha-
rassing her with endless records requests and 
attempts to gain access to voting equipment that 
he claimed had been hacked. As part of his re-
lentless harassment, he put up signs outside the 
elections office that read: “The People’s Trust is 
SHATTERED” and “We DEMAND a Full FORENSIC 
Audit.”

https://twitter.com/brysoncsmith/status/1345039285272129544
https://www.propublica.org/article/north-carolina-election-denial-voting-surry
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Overview

Since 1900, Pennsylvanians have selected the presidential candidate who won nationally 77% of the time, 
though their reliability in picking the winner has decreased in the past two decades. 

Pennsylvanians had voted consistently Democratic in presidential elections from 1992 on, but in 2016 
Donald Trump broke through the “blue wall” to narrowly defeat Hillary Clinton by a 0.7% margin. Four 
years later, native son Joe Biden won Pennsylvania by 80,555 votes—or 1.2%—and earned the state’s 20 
electoral votes (now reduced to 19 after the census). That’s largely why all eyes are on Pennsylvania in 
2024. Given that 10 of the past 12 presidents won there, it’s not only considered a key battleground state 
but also a bellwether for the ultimate outcome of the 2024 race.

Both of Pennsylvania’s Senate seats are currently held by Democrats—with longtime Senator Bob Casey 
Jr. in a contentious race for reelection in 2024—and nine of its 17 U.S. representatives are Democrats. The 
governorship has also been in Democratic hands since 2014. 

Pennsylvania’s population is primarily white (74.5%), with Blacks and Hispanics accounting for 12.2% and 
8.6% of residents, respectively. The state also has an older voter base than average in the U.S., with 19.6% 
of residents who are 65 or older (compared to the national average of 17.3%). Rural counties in the state 
tend to vote Republican whereas urban areas lean more Democratic, with registered Democrats outnum-
bering Republicans seven to one in Philadelphia.

In 2020 Pennsylvania was one of seven states in which pro-Trump Republicans prepared fake Electoral 
College certificates to obstruct the January 6, 2021, congressional proceedings that allowed President 
Biden to take office. The 20 fake electors signed documents with conditional language specifying that 
their votes should be counted only “if, as a result of a final non-appealable court order or other proceeding 
prescribed by law, we are ultimately recognized as being the duly elected and qualified electors.” 

In July 2024, Pennsylvania sent three of its fake electors to represent the state GOP at the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Milwaukee. While the Republican electors from Pennsylvania have not faced criminal 
prosecution, several played an active role in trying to upend the 2020 presidential election.

2020 Election Fallout
After President Biden was sworn in, election denial-
ism continued to simmer in Pennsylvania, where the 
far-right faction of the GOP has kept the misinforma-
tion and conspiracy theories alive on social media 
and are ready to sow more mistrust and chaos in 
2024. 

• Immediately after the election was called for 
Biden, the Trump campaign and state Republicans 
filed multiple challenges to the outcome in 

Pennsylvania. Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani and oth-
ers argued that GOP election observers were kept 
too far away from the tabulation in Philadelphia, 
that some Democratic-leaning counties unfairly 
allowed people to fix technical problems with their 
mail-in ballots, and that mail-in ballots arriving af-
ter Tuesday, November 3 should not have been 
counted. By late November, a federal appeals 
court sided with lower court decisions in rejecting 
Trump’s challenges, finding the accusations made 
to be without merit.

https://ballotpedia.org/Presidential_voting_trends_in_Pennsylvania
https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2016/results/pennsylvania-president-clinton-trump
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-pennsylvania-elections-48ecc3dfb11a91020aef5dc3fb8d22de
https://www.politico.com/2020-election/results/pennsylvania/
https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/the-2024-swing-states-pennsylvania-could-sway-the-2024-election#:~:text=In%20June%2C%20U.S.%20News%20handicapped,for%20the%202024%20presidential%20election.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/gop-bob-casey-family-ties-pennsylvania-senate-race-rcna159748
https://ballotpedia.org/List_of_United_States_Representatives_from_Pennsylvania
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/pa
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/us
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/us
https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/trump-2024-campaign-opens-office-in-philly-its-first-in-pennsylvania/
https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/trump-2024-campaign-opens-office-in-philly-its-first-in-pennsylvania/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/politics/fake-electors-get-tapped-as-gop-convention-delegates/index.html
https://www.witf.org/2021/01/06/an-election-year-unlike-any-other-how-pennsylvanias-tumultuous-2020-election-unfolded/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/giuliani-rudy/
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• On November 21, 2020, a federal judge dismissed 
the Trump campaign’s request to block the certi-
fication of votes in Pennsylvania, a measure that 
would have effectively disenfranchised almost 7 
million voters. 

• On December 4, 2020, 64 Pennsylvania House 
Republicans signed a letter asking the state’s con-
gressional delegation in Washington to object to 
certifying Biden’s Electoral College votes from 
Pennsylvania at the joint session of Congress on 
January 6, 2021.

• Twenty Pennsylvania Republicans attempted to 
subvert the results of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion by submitting fake Electoral College docu-
ments to Congress as part of the January 6 certi-
fication process. 

• Unlike in most other states involved in the 
fake electors scheme, the certificate signed by 
Pennsylvania’s fake electors included a caveat 
(as in Nevada) that said their votes should only 
be counted if a court recognized them as legiti-
mate electors. In January 2022, the state attorney 
general’s office determined that although “their 
rhetoric and policy were intentionally misleading 
and purposefully damaging to our democracy,” the 
certificate the fake electors signed did not meet 
the legal standards for the state to charge them 
with forgery because of the caveat. 

• In December 2020, the Trump campaign ap-
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn 
three Pennsylvania Supreme Court rulings about 
the election that found his claims of fraud to be 
unfounded. In February 2021, SCOTUS also re-
jected Trump’s election challenges.

• Despite two previous audits conducted by the 
state of Pennsylvania, Republican state senators 
initiated their own “forensic investigation” of the 
2020 presidential election results in November 
2021. They awarded a no-bid contract to Envoy 
Sage, a small Iowa-based firm with no elections 
experience, to conduct the audit, which also 

included a review of voting machines used in 
Fulton County. 

• The results of the Republican-led state Senate 
audit have not been made public and it is unclear if 
they ever will be, according to the contract signed 
with Envoy Sage. The contract required the com-
pany to deliver its findings by May 15, 2022, but 
the Senate could extend the agreement “if nec-
essary,” which it did.

• In 2022, despite Trump’s endorsement and strong 
backing from the state GOP, Doug Mastriano, a 
far-right state senator who is among the most 
prominent election deniers in the country, lost his 
gubernatorial race against then attorney general 
and now Governor Josh Shapiro (D). 

• Just before assuming office in 2023, Governor-
elect Josh Shapiro (D) nominated Al Schmidt, a 
Republican who had received death threats after 
standing up to Trump’s claims of election fraud in 
2020, to be Pennsylvania’s top election official. 
The new governor explained his choice by saying 
that Schmidt, who had served for a decade as a 
city and elections commissioner in Philadelphia, 
was “an integral part of the effort to protect our 
democracy and stop Pennsylvanians’ votes from 
being thrown out” after the 2020 election. 

• At least 85 Pennsylvanians have been charged in 
federal court for committing crimes as part of the 
January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. As of January 
2024, 52 had been sentenced. 

Deniers Running for Congress
A number of House incumbents who played key 
roles in spreading the Big Lie and voted against 
certifying President Biden’s 2020 electoral victory 
are running for reelection in 2024. In addition, while 
the state’s Republican candidate for Senator was 
once dismissed by Trump as “not MAGA” enough, 
four months before the election he started to parrot 
election fraud claims after the former president en-
dorsed him. The candidates are: 

https://apnews.com/article/judge-throws-out-trump-suit-pennsylvania-87eaf4df86d5f6ccc343c3385c9ba86c
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2020/12/pennsylvania-electors-republican-reject-congress-bryan-cutler/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/07/pennsylvania-trump-fake-electors-jan-6-committee-charges-explainer/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/nevada-fake-electors/
https://lancasteronline.com/news/politics/pa-republicans-hedged-language-may-have-saved-them-from-prosecution-over-electoral-vote-scheme/article_849d4f7e-7589-11ec-8881-6383a823557d.html
https://www.witf.org/2020/12/21/trump-wants-supreme-court-to-overturn-pa-election-results/
https://www.witf.org/2020/12/21/trump-wants-supreme-court-to-overturn-pa-election-results/
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-pennsylvania-elections-us-supreme-court-5cc6aee8c328c7bb1d423244b979bcec
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-pennsylvania-elections-us-supreme-court-5cc6aee8c328c7bb1d423244b979bcec
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-election-review-senate-republicans/38305918#
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/dont-buy-the-nonsense-that-audit-the-vote-pa-is-selling-about-2020-election-anomalies/article_b0f81f8c-8947-11ec-affc-1f043e9a6cd8.html
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/dont-buy-the-nonsense-that-audit-the-vote-pa-is-selling-about-2020-election-anomalies/article_b0f81f8c-8947-11ec-affc-1f043e9a6cd8.html
https://www.americanoversight.org/investigation/efforts-to-audit-and-undermine-the-2020-election-in-pennsylvania
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-senate-election-audit-contract-doesnt-say-if-the-public-will-see-the-results/
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-senate-committee-to-hold-hearings-on-its-audit-of-the-2020-2021-elections/
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-senate-committee-to-hold-hearings-on-its-audit-of-the-2020-2021-elections/
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2022/05/pa-senate-gops-election-inquiry-continues-consultant-contract-extended.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/08/doug-mastriano-josh-shapiro-pennsylvania-governor-race-results-2022-00064763
https://seventy.org/staff-board/al-schmidt
https://keystonenewsroom.com/2024/01/04/85-pennsylvanians-have-been-arrested-to-date-in-the-jan-6-attack-on-the-us-capitol/#:~:text=Approximately%20710%20people%20have%20pleaded,6%2C%202021%20attack.
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/capitol-breach-cases?combined=Pennsylvania&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/capitol-breach-cases?combined=Pennsylvania&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC
https://heartlandsignal.com/2024/07/16/david-mccormick-parrots-trumps-election-denying-rhetoric/
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• David McCormick | Senate
After narrowly losing the GOP Senate primary in 
2022, David McCormick is running again—this 
time for the seat currently held by longtime Demo-
cratic Senator Bob Casey Jr. When McCormick first 
ran for the Senate in 2022, he hired former Trump 
advisor and indicted co-conspirator Mike Roman 
to work on his campaign. In 2023 he also hired 
one of Pennsylvania’s fake electors who was part 
of an effort to overturn the 2020 election to run 
his super PAC. Far-right Pennsylvanian politician 
Doug Mastriano is among those who have en-
dorsed McCormick’s 2024 Senate bid. Although 
McCormick’s refusal to say that the 2020 election 
was stolen cost him Trump’s support last elec-
tion cycle, he recently promoted baseless fears 
of widespread voter fraud, talking about bags of 
ballots “in the middle of the night” being left at 
“non-secure” ballot drop boxes and the need for 
an “army” of observers and lawyers to protect this 
year’s election.

• Aaron Bashir | House (PA–2) 
Aaron Bashir is making his third consecutive run 
for the House in this solidly Democratic district, 
where his opponent, incumbent Representative 
Brendan Boyle, won 75% of the vote in 2022. Ac-
cording to information compiled by fivethirtyeight, 
Bashir claimed on his Facebook page that the 
2020 election was stolen. 

• Ryan Mackenzie | House (PA–7)
As a state representative, Ryan Mackenzie signed 
a group letter dated December 4, 2020, urging 
Pennsylvania’s congressional delegation to object 
to certifying the state’s Electoral College votes 
on January 6, 2021, as well as a Supreme Court 
amicus brief supporting the Texas v. Pennsylvania 
lawsuit to block certification of the vote in Penn-
sylvania and three other battleground states.

• Dan Meuser | House (PA–9)
Both before and after the 2020 election, Repre-
sentative Dan Meuser sowed doubts about the le-
gitimacy of the outcome, appearing on Fox News 
and using his official platform as a congressman 

to issue statements about “election integrity.” On 
December 1, 2020, he signed a letter urging At-
torney General Bill Barr to investigate purported 
election fraud, and on December 10 he signed an 
amicus brief in a lawsuit filed by the state of Texas 
urging the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn the 
results of the presidential election in Pennsylvania 
and three other battleground states. On January 
6, Meuser voted against certifying Pennsylvania’s 
Electoral College votes for Joe Biden and the fol-
lowing month he voted against impeaching Trump 
for his role in instigating the attack on Congress 
and the Capitol.

• Scott Perry | House (PA–10)
Given his outsized role in attempting to overturn 
the results of the 2020 presidential election, Rep-
resentative Scott Perry was the first sitting mem-
ber of Congress called to testify before the House 
Select Committee investigating the attack on the 
Capitol and subsequently was investigated by the 
FBI. In the wake of the election, Perry helped facil-
itate meetings between Trump’s inner circle and 
Philadelphia lawyer Jeffrey Clark, the acting assis-
tant attorney general at the DOJ who supported 
the Big Lie and was eager to help Trump challenge 
legitimate election results in Pennsylvania and 
other key states. Perry was also in close contact 
with White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows 
to coordinate on strategies for overturning the 
election results. On repeated occasions, he urged 
Meadows to get the National Security Agency to 
investigate unfounded allegations that various 
international powers—including China, the UK, 
and Italy—had interfered with voting machines 
during the 2020 election. In February 2023, Salon 
labeled him “the most dangerous insurrectionist 
you’ve never heard of.”

• Lloyd Smucker | House (PA–11)
Representative Lloyd Smucker, who has served in 
the House since 2017, joined 146 other congres-
sional Republicans on January 6, 2021, in voting 
against certifying Joe Biden’s win of the 2020 
election. He argued that both Pennsylvania’s sec-
retary of state and its Supreme Court had inter-
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https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/u-s-senate-prospect-mccormick-to-share-stage-with-gop-operative-tied-to-fake-elector-scheme/
https://penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/u-s-senate-prospect-mccormick-to-share-stage-with-gop-operative-tied-to-fake-elector-scheme/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/republican-dave-mccormick-pennsylvania-senate-race-bob-casey-rcna105832
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/republican-dave-mccormick-pennsylvania-senate-race-bob-casey-rcna105832
https://heartlandsignal.com/2024/07/16/david-mccormick-parrots-trumps-election-denying-rhetoric/
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/republicans-trump-election-fraud/
https://archive.ph/sLm1O
https://www.pahousegop.com/Display/SiteFiles/1/2020/120420CongressElection2020B.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/22/22O155/163378/20201210144150193_22O155%20Amicus%20Brief.pdf
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://meuser.house.gov/media/press-releases/meuser-introduces-bill-stop-mail-voter-fraud
https://insurrectionexposed.org/meuser-daniel/
https://www.timesleader.com/news/809473/pennsylvania-republicans-are-parroting-trumps-false-election-claims
https://meuser.house.gov/media/press-releases/meuser-statement-certification-pa-electors
https://files.constantcontact.com/568da8df701/f10af72d-7d42-4a36-a84c-b0aa7d6c8272.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://projects.propublica.org/represent/members/trump-texas-amicus-house-members
https://insurrectionexposed.org/texas-vs-pennsylvania/
https://meuser.house.gov/media/press-releases/meuser-statement-certification-pa-electors
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/13/us/politics/trump-second-impeachment-vote.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/perry-scott/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/09/us/scott-perry-cellphone-fbi.html
https://whyy.org/articles/nyt-report-says-pa-rep-scott-perry-trump-collaborated-on-plan-to-overturn-election-results-perry-now-faces-calls-to-resign/
https://whyy.org/articles/nyt-report-says-pa-rep-scott-perry-trump-collaborated-on-plan-to-overturn-election-results-perry-now-faces-calls-to-resign/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/clark-jeffrey/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/meadows-mark/
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/26/politics/mark-meadows-texts-scott-perry-key-role-overturn-election/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/26/politics/mark-meadows-texts-scott-perry-key-role-overturn-election/index.html
https://www.salon.com/2023/02/12/scott-perry-doj-cell-phone-jan-6/
https://www.salon.com/2023/02/12/scott-perry-doj-cell-phone-jan-6/
https://www.salon.com/2023/02/12/scott-perry-doj-cell-phone-jan-6/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/smucker-llyod/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/politics/following-chaos-in-the-capitol-u-s-rep-smucker-will-still-object-to-pennsylvanias-electors/article_e10cef42-5084-11eb-878f-531366422519.html


64    SWING STATE ELECTION DENIERS | PENNSYLVANIA

fered with the election, allowing for fraud or inac-
curacies in the final counts. In February 2021, the 
York Daily Record published an op-ed by Smucker 
in which he continued to claim that Pennsylvania 
state election officials illegally tampered with the 
results and blamed the media for bias in reporting 
on Republicans’ objections.

• John Joyce | House (PA–13)
Representative John Joyce was among the 147 
congressional Republicans on January 6, 2021, 
who objected to certifying Joe Biden’s win of the 
2020 election, tweeting: “I will never stop fighting 
for the TRUTH.” He also signed multiple letters to 
Attorney General Bill Barr urging the Justice De-
partment to investigate irregularities and accusa-
tions of fraud in the 2020 presidential election. On 
November 12, 2020, Joyce accused Pennsylva-
nia’s Governor Tom Wolf (D) of illegal interference 
with the state’s election and claimed that the vot-
ing process had been rife with “irregularities.” He 
won reelection in 2022 with Trump’s endorsement 
and has the former president’s seal of approval 
again in 2024 (though he was already likely to win 
in this solidly Republican district).

• Guy Reschenthaler | House (PA–14)
On January 6, 2021, Representative Guy Reschen-
thaler joined 146 other congressional Republicans 
in refusing to certify Joe Biden’s win of the pres-
idential election. Months later he repeatedly re-
fused to say that he believes President Biden was 
legitimately elected and instead coyly rebuffed 
the question by noting that voters should “worry” 
that he is the president. On November 11, 2020, 
the congressman tweeted: “Voter fraud occurred 
in the 2020 election and it’s our duty to bring it to 
light. If we don’t take this to the courts and hold 
the guilty parties responsible, we are going to 
severely hurt the integrity of all future elections 
in this country.” Reschenthaler also voted against 
impeaching Trump for his role in inciting the insur-
rection and his ongoing loyalty has earned him 
the ex-president’s endorsements every two years. 

• Glenn Thompson | House (PA–15)
On November 7, 2020, Representative Glenn 
Thompson joined other members of Pennsylva-
nia’s congressional delegation in sending a letter 
to the governor, secretary of state, and attorney 
general expressing deep concern with the way 
“the Commonwealth has handled the general 
election,” claiming that “trust has been eroded in 
Pennsylvania’s electoral system,” and “citizens de-
serve free & fair elections.” On January 6, 2021, he 
voted against certifying Joe Biden’s win of Penn-
sylvania’s 20 Electoral College votes, and he told 
the Ocean Times Herald that although allegations 
of voter fraud had not been proven, “we have 
witnessed a systemic failure in the application of 
Pennsylvania’s voting law when it comes to the 
2020 general election.” These and other com-
ments made on social media have earned him a 
spot in the Insurrection Index.

• Mike Kelly | House (PA–16)
After Pennsylvania had been called for Biden in 
November 2020, Representative Mike Kelly led 
an unsuccessful challenge to the state’s mail-in 
ballot system, claiming it was unconstitutional. But 
the state Supreme Court balked at his request “to 
disenfranchise some 2.6 million voters by throw-
ing out every ballot cast by mail.” In the same suit, 
Kelly requested that if mail-in ballots were not dis-
carded then the state legislature (controlled by Re-
publicans) should be allowed to select the state’s 
electors. On January 6, 2021, he voted against 
certifying Joe Biden’s win of Pennsylvania’s 20 
Electoral College votes, earning him Trump’s en-
dorsement in 2022 and again in 2024. These ac-
tions and comments made on social media have 
earned him inclusion in the Insurrection Index.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
In Pennsylvania one election denier, State Treasur-
er Stacy Garrity, is running for reelection in 2024. 
At a January 5, 2021, “Hear Us Roar” rally on the 
Capitol steps in Harrisburg seeking to decertify the 
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state’s electoral vote, she claimed that election laws 
had been violated and that the 2020 election “is 
tarnished forever.” In May 2022, Garrity spoke at 
another Trump rally in Greensburg, PA, asserting, 
“We know that he won” in reference to the 2020 
presidential election. 

The governor (Democrat Josh Shapiro), attorney gen-
eral (Democrat Michelle Henry), and secretary of state 
(Republican Al Schmidt) are collectively responsible 
for ensuring that elections in the state run smoothly, 
are fair, and accurately reflect the will of voters. 

Deniers in the State Legislature
At least 86 election deniers currently serve in the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly—more than in any 
other state—accounting for 34% of the 253-person 
body. Almost a third of the members of the Pennsyl-
vania House and half of the Senate support Trump’s 
claims that the 2020 presidential election was sto-
len. Many of these election deniers hold leadership 
positions and a majority of seats on several of the 
committees that oversee election-related issues.

Deniers Administering Elections 
County councilors and commissioners often double 
as local election administrators in Pennsylvania, han-
dling everything from voter registration to counting 
ballots. Their role in certifying election results has 
become increasingly contentious in the aftermath of 
the 2020 election as Trump allies attempt to exert 
more control over the voting process. A number of 
administrators who are responsible for overseeing 
elections in their counties amplify Trump’s claims of 
a “rigged” election in 2020 or continue to spread 
disinformation about election integrity. They include:

• Sam DeMarco III | Allegheny County 
Council
Sam DeMarco, who also chairs the county GOP, 
is running for reelection as a councilman in 2024 
(unopposed) after voting against certifying the 
2020 presidential results in Allegheny County and 

attempting to subvert the outcome of the pres-
idential election that year by serving as one of 
Pennsylvania’s fake electors. In June 2022 the FBI 
questioned him about his role in the fake electors 
scheme.

• Christian Leinbach | Berks County Board 
of Commissioners Chair
In June 2022, Berks County was one of three in 
Pennsylvania that refused to include certain bal-
lots in their certification totals. The following month 
the state sued the county boards of election for 
failing to include valid mail-in ballots with undated 
return envelopes in election certification totals for 
the 2022 primary election. As chair of the county 
commission, Christian Leinbach testified in July 
2022 that he “could not in good conscience vote 
to certify undated ballots.” The Commonwealth 
Court of Pennsylvania ordered the county and 
two others to include the ballots in their certified 
results. Earlier that year, Leinbach endorsed fake 
elector Lou Barletta for governor over the more 
extremist Republican candidate Doug Mastriano, 
neither of whom won.

• Michael Rivera | Berks County Board of 
Commissioners
In August 2022, Michael Rivera defended the 
county’s initial refusal to count mail-in ballots that 
were sent without a dated return envelope. The 
same month he voted to hire a county election 
services director who some considered a highly 
partisan choice since she had worked for a state 
representative who supported overturning the 
2020 election results in Pennsylvania.

• Amy Webster | Blair County Board of 
Commissioners
On January 6, 2021, Amy Webster wrote a Face-
book post sending her “prayers” for protesters’ 
safe travel to Washington and her hope that they 
enjoy the “patriotism generated.” During a June 
2022 commissioners meeting, she said, “the in-
tegrity of elections must be restored — if it is not, 
this nation will be torn apart by distrust.” Webster 
also said that the state rushed to implement Act 77, 
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which allows for mail-in ballots in Pennsylvania, for 
the 2020 election cycle. Republicans challenged 
the law, but it was upheld by the State Supreme 
Court. 

• Doug McLinko | Bradford County Board of 
Commissioners
Doug McLinko has spread disinformation about the 
2020 presidential election and echoed Trump’s 
claims that he didn’t lose Pennsylvania and Biden 
“fraudulently won.” He refused to certify the coun-
ty’s election results in 2020 and attended the 
March to Save America on January 6, which he de-
scribed as “upbeat” and “fun” (referring to the rally 
as opposed to the attack on the Capitol). In 2022, 
McLinko sued the state and secretary of state in an 
effort to halt Act 77, which allows for mail-in ballots 
in Pennsylvania. He also attended a September 
2022 meeting at Trump Tower in NYC to discuss 
the integrity of Pennsylvania’s voting process. 

• Kimberly Geyer | Butler County Board of 
Commissioners
In June 2022, Kimberly Geyer responded to an 
email from Zachary Scherer, leader of the conser-
vative Butler PA Patriots, saying that, “Commis-
sioner Osche and myself are for election integrity 
and working in our respective capacities at the 
state and local levels to restore the system and 
repeal Act 77 [the state legislation allowing for 
mail-in ballots].” She also wrote, “we are doing 
everything we can to reverse this unconstitutional 
System.” In August of that same year, Geyer voted 
in favor of a hand recount of the 2020 election 
ballots in two precincts, which the Pennsylvania 
Department of State criticized for being “contin-
ued efforts to question the results and ultimately 
the will of Pennsylvania voters” that “contribute to 
sowing distrust in our system.” 

• Leslie Osche | Butler County Board of 
Commissioners
In August 2022, Leslie Osche voted in favor of a 
hand recount of the 2020 election ballots in two 
precincts, which the Pennsylvania Department 
of State criticized for being “continued efforts 

to question the results and ultimately the will of 
Pennsylvania voters” that “contribute to sowing 
distrust in our system.” In email correspondence 
with the CEO of the election denial group Audit 
the Vote PA, Osche stated that she did not “trust 
the concept behind” the Electronic Registration 
Information Center (ERIC), a nonprofit that roughly 
30 states use to maintain voter registration data 
and that has been the target of a number of con-
servative conspiracy theories.

• Tim Winters | Clearfield County Board of 
Commissioners
In the lead-up to the 2020 election, Tim Winters 
used his Facebook account to post about election 
fraud and conspiracies. In May 2020, he shared an 
article titled “Mail carrier tampered with absentee 
ballots requests, West Virginia AG says.” Winters 
added, “Vote by mail they said… no chance of 
any fuckery there.” He shared another article in 
June that alleged widespread mail-in ballot fraud 
in New Jersey, captioning the post, “Vote by mail 
riddled with fraud. I’m shocked.”

• Charlie Bayle | Erie County Council 
(District 6)
According to Rolling Stone, Charlie Bayle posted 
on Facebook shortly after the 2020 presidential 
election, “Anyone in this country with an ounce of 
common sense knows the left cheated to some 
extent. Their philosophy isn’t about making it eas-
ier to vote, just easier to manipulate the vote.” 

• Scott Dunn | Fayette County Board of 
Commissioners
In June 2022, Fayette County was one of three 
Pennsylvania counties that refused to include cer-
tain ballots in their certification totals. The following 
month the Pennsylvania Department of State and 
secretary of the commonwealth sued the county 
boards of election for failing to include valid mail-in 
ballots with undated return envelopes in election 
certification totals for the 2022 primary election. 
In a July 2022 hearing about the issue, Scott Dunn 
testified that there was ambiguity around previous 
court orders and state law about undated mail-in 
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ballots.  In August, the Commonwealth Court of 
Pennsylvania ordered the county and two others 
to include the ballots in their certified results. 

• Dave Lohr | Fayette County Board of 
Commissioners
In 2022, Dave Lohr and the county Board of Elec-
tions refused to certify results from the May pri-
mary that included mail-in ballots with undated 
envelopes. In July the Pennsylvania Department 
of State and secretary of the commonwealth sued 
the county board for failing to include valid ballots 
in election certification totals for the primary. Lohr 
told the Observer Reporter that the Thomas More 
Society, an ultra-conservative nonprofit focused 
in part on election integrity, was representing the 
county in its defense against the state lawsuit. The 
Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania ordered 
the county and two others to include the ballots 
in their certified results.

• Randolph Bunch | Fulton County Board of 
Commissioners
According to PA Spotlight, Randolph Bunch wrote 
in an email to State Senator Judy Ward that “we 
can’t let this election get stolen,” cited a tweet 
from Trump about suspicious voting machines, 
and allowed a third party company to copy county 
voting machine data in 2021 and 2022. The state 
elections agency sued him and the county in 2024 
to recoup more than $711,000 in legal fees and lit-
igation costs associated with the three-year battle 
over allowing outsiders to examine county voting 
machines based on Trump’s unfounded claims 
of election fraud. In December 2023, Bunch also 
voted to provide Trump ally Stefanie Lambert with 
“evidence” used by the third party that examined 
the voting machines. He was present during a 
rogue December 2020 audit of the county’s vot-
ing machines and attended rallies in Washington 
on January 6.

• Todd Graybill | Juanita County Board of 
Commissioners
Todd Graybill has shared social media posts ques-
tioning election security in Pennsylvania, including 

one claiming to have found “illegal ballots” that 
affected Arizona’s 2020 election results. “We’ve 
known this all along. It’s in many other states as 
well like Ga.[,] Pa. etc…” he wrote on Facebook in 
2021. Graybill also posted an article falsely claim-
ing that thousands of invalid ballots “could have 
changed” the results of the 2020 election. “And 
did,” he concluded.

• Chris Chermak | Lackawanna County 
Board of Commissioners
Chris Chermak told Spotlight PA while running for 
reelection in 2023 that mail-in ballots and drop 
boxes are convenient but “another way to cheat 
the system.” In 2021, he filed a complaint after 
obtaining a video of a man stuffing ballots into a 
drop box, fueling false theories about voter fraud. 
The county’s district attorney “thoroughly inves-
tigated the complaint” and found “zero evidence 
of election fraud.” 

• Ray D’Agostino | Lancaster County Board 
of Commissioners
Ray D’Agostino has suggested that allowing voters 
to fix signature and date errors on their mail-in bal-
lots is a violation of the Constitution’s equal pro-
tection clause. In 2022, just weeks after attending 
a right-wing conference hosted by election denier 
Cleta Mitchell, he voted to remove the county’s 
only drop box for mail-in ballots. D’Agostino also 
signed an “election integrity” declaration from the 
PA Patriot Coalition claiming that “the move to 
mail-in and drop-box voting in Pennsylvania has 
seriously undermined the integrity of our elec-
toral process.” Following the May 2022 prima-
ry election, Lancaster was one of three counties 
that initially refused to certify its results, forcing 
the state to sue the county board of election for 
failing to include valid mail-in ballots with undat-
ed return envelopes in its certification totals. The 
Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania ordered 
the county and two others to include the ballots 
in their certified results.

https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220819/170529-august19,2022-opinion.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220714050544/https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/fayette-county-refusing-to-count-mail-in-ballots-without-dated-envelopes/article_3ef23700-02e2-11ed-934e-f7f859fdd5ac.html
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Petition-for-review.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Petition-for-review.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220722190931/https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/election-lawsuit-could-delay-gop-selecting-nominee-for-51st-state-house-seat/article_e088db4f-8fed-5c3f-ad6c-259c3f5874d9.html
https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220819/170529-august19,2022-opinion.pdf
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-seeks-legal-costs-from-county-that-let-outsiders-access-voting-machines-to-help-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pennsylvania-2020-ballot-audits/2021/06/06/4e456952-bfe0-11eb-b26e-53663e6be6ff_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pennsylvania-2020-ballot-audits/2021/06/06/4e456952-bfe0-11eb-b26e-53663e6be6ff_story.html
https://www.witf.org/2023/05/18/these-pennsylvania-election-skeptics-just-won-the-primary-and-stand-poised-to-affect-voting-in-their-counties/
https://www.witf.org/2023/05/18/these-pennsylvania-election-skeptics-just-won-the-primary-and-stand-poised-to-affect-voting-in-their-counties/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://archive.ph/2pyAt#selection-1449.0-1449.138
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/county-commissioner-attended-conference-hosted-by-election-denier-in-weeks-before-drop-box-vote-watchdog/article_5721bcba-2ff1-11ed-a119-930c028a7f8a.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mitchell-cleta/
https://boltsmag.org/pennsylvania-kentucky-results-and-the-big-lie/
https://unitepa.net/who-has-signed%3F
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Petition-for-review.pdf
https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220819/170529-august19,2022-opinion.pdf
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• Josh Parsons | Lancaster County Board of 
Commissioners
In 2022 Josh Parsons voted to remove the coun-
ty’s only drop box for mail-in ballots. He also 
signed an “election integrity” declaration from 
the PA Patriot Coalition claiming that “the move 
to mail-in and drop-box voting in Pennsylvania has 
seriously undermined the integrity of our elec-
toral process.” Following the May 2022 primary 
election, Lancaster was one of three counties that 
initially refused to certify its results, forcing the 
state to sue the county board of election for fail-
ing to include valid undated mail-in ballots in its 
certification totals. The Commonwealth Court of 
Pennsylvania ordered the county and two others 
to include the ballots in their certified results.

• Harry Haas | Luzerne County Council
Harry Haas has cast doubt on the legitimacy of the 
2020 presidential election, posting on Facebook 
in November 2020 that “there are many argu-
ments to suggest this election was stolen” and 
sharing a Tucker Carlson claim that dead people 
had voted in the election. He also wrote an op-ed 
for the Times Leader saying, “I disagree with ‘no 
excuse’ mail-in voting because it makes our most 
vital institution super convenient at the expense of 
secure elections. It ‘solves’ a nonexistent problem, 
opens up elections to fraud, allows big money to 
manipulate elections and decreases our sense 
of community.”

• Kevin Lescavage | Luzerne County Council
During a 2021 Citizens’ Voice editorial board 
meeting, Kevin Lescavage said, “I’m not in favor 
of ballot boxes,” and when asked if he thought 
the outcome of the 2020 presidential election 
was legitimate, he replied, “To be honest with you, 
I’m not sure.” Lescavage voted in favor of a 2022 
ordinance prohibiting county employees and 
contractors from handling or transporting ballot 
drop boxes. That same year, he voted in favor of 
a resolution urging the state General Assembly to 
prohibit the use of mail-in ballots and drop boxes 
in Pennsylvania and voted against purchasing a 

ballot-sorting system to process mail-in ballots. 
During a Luzerne County Board of Elections and 
Registrations meeting in May 2022, Lescavage 
referenced the widely debunked documentary 
2000 Mules and claimed that “ballots [are] being 
counted more than once” and drop boxes offer “a 
vehicle to cheat.”

• Brian Thornton | Luzerne County Council
Brian Thorton voted in favor of a 2022 ordinance 
prohibiting county employees and contractors 
from handling or transporting ballot drop boxes. 
That same year, he proposed a resolution urging 
the state General Assembly to prohibit the use of 
mail-in ballots and drop boxes in Pennsylvania. Ac-
cording to the Times Tribune, Thornton was quot-
ed as saying, “The no-excuse mail-in ballot system 
is full of fraud.” In addition, he voted against pur-
chasing a ballot-sorting system to process mail-in 
ballots in 2022.

• Alyssa Fusaro | Luzerne County Board of 
Elections
Before her appointment to the board of elections, 
Alyssa Fusaro told the County Council that “bal-
lot drop boxes are not in our best interests and 
I’m against them, and I’m going to lay it right out 
there for you: we shouldn’t have them.” In 2022 
she twice voted against certifying the election 
results—on November 28, saying, “There were 
so many challenges, so many issues, so many 
problems, so many concerns, that I can’t with good 
conscience certify this election,” and again on No-
vember 30.

• Scott Metzger | Lycoming County Board of 
Commissioners
In September 2022, Scott Metzger approved the 
addition of a ballot question challenging the con-
tinued use of an electronic vote tabulation system 
in the county, based on debunked claims about 
the 2020 election straight “out of former President 
Trump’s playbook,” according to PennLive. The 
commission ultimately rescinded its approval after 
the members were informed that they lacked the 
authority to authorize the referendum. In 2023, 

https://boltsmag.org/pennsylvania-kentucky-results-and-the-big-lie/
https://unitepa.net/who-has-signed%3F
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Petition-for-review.pdf
https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/20220819/170529-august19,2022-opinion.pdf
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EHky-0tQt-QCvqx8HbBCMoM7j51hADEQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZMrAcCtgq6nlX37LunQI_-0jGUUheMt/view
https://www.timesleader.com/opinion/letters/785409/their-view-no-excuse-mail-in-voting-wrong-for-democracy/amp?fbclid=IwAR1Xx809HYjpViwNHBT1uaoBjSMEdpwf0xCwDiw9JYyRweYdUbmubmbAo78
https://www.citizensvoice.com/the-citizens-voice-editorial-board-meeting-with-kevin-lescavage/video_76a86c75-6a7e-5018-8c17-0fe572147e22.html
https://www.citizensvoice.com/the-citizens-voice-editorial-board-meeting-with-kevin-lescavage/video_76a86c75-6a7e-5018-8c17-0fe572147e22.html
https://www.luzernecounty.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_08092022-2932
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/county-council-trots-out-its-own-big-lie/article_5c64c468-94ec-574e-9857-ad9ea0afc3c0.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/luzerne-county-mail-ballot-sorting-133500079.html
https://www.luzernecounty.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_05112022-2831
https://www.luzernecounty.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_08092022-2932
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/county-council-trots-out-its-own-big-lie/article_5c64c468-94ec-574e-9857-ad9ea0afc3c0.html
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/county-council-trots-out-its-own-big-lie/article_5c64c468-94ec-574e-9857-ad9ea0afc3c0.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/luzerne-county-mail-ballot-sorting-133500079.html
https://www.luzernecounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/28620/03-08-22-Voting-Session
https://www.psdispatch.com/news/82865/luzerne-county-election-board-does-not-certify-nov-8-general-election-results
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/3756770-pennsylvanias-luzerne-county-certifies-election-after-being-sued/
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/3756770-pennsylvanias-luzerne-county-certifies-election-after-being-sued/
https://www.pennlive.com/elections/2022/09/lycoming-county-commissioners-backpedal-on-electronic-tabulation-vote.html
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Metzger voted for an expensive hand recount of 
the 2020 election results, a demand of Audit the 
Vote PA, a denial group spreading false claims 
about the election. The recount found no mean-
ingful difference in votes.

• Thomas DiBello | Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners
Tom DiBello has shared his views about fraudu-
lent elections on Facebook, including a May 2020 
post that accused then Governor Tom Wolf (D) of 
promoting and forcing “fraudulent voting by mail,” 
as well as an April 2020 post that said “voter fraud 
goes on across the country.” In response to Spot-
light PA’s survey questions about the legitimacy 
of the 2020 election and the state’s level of elec-
tion security, DiBello acknowledged the January 
2021 transition of power to President Biden as 
“following the legitimate process,” but expressed 
“concerns regarding the election process in Penn-
sylvania.”

• Scott Hough | Northampton County 
Election Commission
In November 2023, Scott Hough voted against 
certifying the results of a local election—and was 
surprised when the county council voted to reap-
point him to the election commission but noted 
that they still have “unfinished business” from the 
last election.

• Robert Rossman | Potter County Board of 
Commissioners
Robert Rossman has shared his election denialist 
views on Facebook, including a December 2020 
post with a picture of Joe Biden in handcuffs and 
“Voter Fraud!” emblazoned on the back of his 
jacket, along with the comment that “Hopefully 
the bad actors will all get what they deserve.” In 
a repost of Trump’s January 6 message about a 
“sacred landslide election victory” but asking ri-
oters to “go home… and remember this day for-
ever,” Rossman added in response to someone 
who took issue with his post that the results of 
the 2020 election were “statistically impossible.”

• Barron Hetherington | Schuylkill County 
Board of Commissioners
In 2022 Barron Hetherington signed an “election 
integrity declaration” backed by more than 40 
groups in the state asserting that “the move to 
mail-in and drop-box voting in Pennsylvania has 
seriously undermined the integrity of our electoral 
process.”

• Larry Padora | Schuylkill County Board of 
Commissioners
Larry Padora posted on Facebook that he “be-
lieve[s] there was fraud” in the 2020 election and 
knew “for a fact” that Democrats cheated. 

• Nick Sherman | Washington County Board 
of Commissioners
In June 2022, Nick Sherman wrote an opinion 
piece in the Observer-Reporter newspaper ar-
guing that “lack of security and consistency with 
mail-in ballot voting drop boxes prove they threat-
en election integrity. Drop boxes are our least se-
cure way of voting and should be eliminated.” The 
piece cited 2000 Mules, the widely debunked 
documentary purporting to show Democratic in-
terference in the voting process during the 2020 
presidential election, as evidence. At a July 2021 
commissioners meeting, Sherman also claimed 
without evidence that voter fraud was occurring 
in other parts of the state, including in Allegheny 
and Philadelphia counties.

• Doug Chew | Westmoreland County Board 
of Commissioners
In 2020 Doug Chew declined to count mail-in bal-
lots that were improperly dated or arrived nine 
minutes late due to a USPS delay. While testify-
ing before a Pennsylvania Senate committee in 
March 2021, he claimed that 20,000 residents 
of Westmoreland County were potentially disen-
franchised during the 2020 presidential election 
because of expanded mail-in voting, and that “a 
lot of Westmoreland County voters view mail-in 
ballots as very ripe for fraudulent activity.” In April 
2022, Chew voted to eliminate all but one ballot 
drop box in the county for the primary elections.

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/15/us/politics/2020-recount-lycoming-county.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zx5eDKNQf4UPhniumUugTGoBFo63wqw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V5m236O1Hczh-BWcOazSa4UFUj42j6Xm/view
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-primary-election-2023-election-fraud-donald-trump-county-commissioner/
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-election-commission-member-renominated-after-not-voting-to-certify-nov-7-results/article_d71d9a88-b61e-11ee-9147-0f6279315bf7.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-election-commission-member-renominated-after-not-voting-to-certify-nov-7-results/article_d71d9a88-b61e-11ee-9147-0f6279315bf7.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12BjawJRym3aSF7mL0De-uRhN9y_mwEls/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9r1Eyy0-dGPa3CknpmLiUZ39fXgSXb4/view
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/05/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W17y3JSTnaexGIISMEw_SyY2cYLwX1Ou/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W17y3JSTnaexGIISMEw_SyY2cYLwX1Ou/view
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/2021/jul/16/audit-the-vote-group-demands-election-review-in-washington-county/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/gop-commissioners-reject-defective-mail-in-ballots/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-commissioner-says-county-voters-want-end-to-no-excuse-mail-in-ballots-another-disputes-that/
https://www.wtae.com/article/westmoreland-county-drop-boxes-mail-in-ballots/39817422
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• Sean Kertes | Westmoreland County 
Board of Commissioners
In 2020 Sean Kertes declined to count mail-in 
ballots that were improperly dated or arrived nine 
minutes late due to a USPS delay. He was also one 
of three commissioners named in a 2021 lawsuit 
filed by the former county election bureau direc-
tor, who claimed Kertes’ secretary had urged her 
to change her party affiliation from Democratic 
to Republican because the commissioners were 
getting “heat” from county officials over her party 
affiliation. In April 2022, Kertes voted to eliminate 
all but one ballot drop box in the county for the 
primary elections.

Deniers in GOP Leadership
During the 2022 elections, the Pennsylvania GOP 
(PAGOP) decided not to make primary endorsements, 
a decision that some within the party see as having 
saddled the party with the far-right state senator and 
prominent election denier Doug Mastriano, as their 
gubernatorial candidate and the the reason Repub-
licans lost many key races that year.

For the 2024 election cycle, the state GOP has re-
grouped to focus their efforts on winning, revising 
their strategy to follow Trump’s lead and reverse 
course on their previously staunch objection to mail-
in ballots. “After last year’s experience, where the 
mail-in ballots just overwhelmed our votes at the 
polls, our party has really wrapped around this and 
is taking it on very strongly,” GOP Chairman Lawrence 
Tabas told NBC10 in December 2023. 

The party also formally endorsed election deniers in 
two statewide races and a Republican Senate can-
didate involved in the fake elector plot. Meanwhile, 
several fake electors have remained in top positions 
of leadership within the Pennsylvania GOP, including 
the vice chair and both national committee members. 
In July 2024, the state party sent three of its fake 
electors to represent Pennsylvania at the Republican 
National Convention in Milwaukee. 

The following are among the state GOP leaders who 
have chosen a far-right path by expressing unfet-
tered loyalty to Trump and his ongoing claim that any 
election he doesn’t win is “rigged”:

• Lawrence Tabas | Chair
Even before Election Day 2020, Lawrence Tabas 
was stirring up controversy about the upcoming 
presidential election when he told The Atlantic 
that he had spoken with the Trump reelection 
campaign about the possibility of Republican-con-
trolled legislatures in battleground states like 
Pennsylvania directly appointing electors if the 
popular vote was not resolved quickly—a scenario 
that would have led to Trump “winning” Pennsyl-
vania’s 20 electoral college votes, and likely the 
election. Although he had planned to serve as one 
of the state’s 20 fake electors, others replaced 
him in that role.

• Bernadette Comfort | Vice Chair
Bernie Comfort was one of Pennsylvania’s 20 fake 
electors who attempted to subvert the results of 
the 2020 presidential election by submitting fake 
Electoral College documents to Congress as part 
of the January 6, 2021, certification process. In 
addition to her role as GOP vice chair, she was 
the state’s Trump campaign chairwoman in 2019 
and served on the National Women for Trump Ad-
visory Board.

• Elizabeth Preate Havey | PAGOP Secretary
Elizabeth Preate Havey has questioned the safety 
of ballot drop boxes and in 2022 asked the county 
district attorney to investigate a video that purport-
edly showed a Democratic committee woman put-
ting 30 ballots into a drop box. “There are so few 
security measures in place right now that getting 
rid of the one or two ones that we have makes the 
election less secure and makes people believe 
that there’s an opportunity for fraud and that fraud 
has occurred,” she told DV Journal. Havey also 
testified at a December 2020 legislative hearing 
chaired by election denier and state Senator Doug 
Mastriano in which she claimed a number of voting 
irregularities had taken place in the November 

https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/gop-commissioners-reject-defective-mail-in-ballots/
https://web.archive.org/web/20210825000015/https:/www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2021/08/24/westmoreland-county-election-bureau-former-director-joann-sebastiani-lawsuit-fired-without-just-cause-scapegoat/stories/202108240100
https://www.wtae.com/article/westmoreland-county-drop-boxes-mail-in-ballots/39817422
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/pa-republican-party-lawrence-tabas-20230203.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/politics/as-election-day-approaches-pa-republicans-change-tune-on-mail-in-balloting/3682030/
https://www.politicspa.com/pa-gop-unanimously-backs-mccormick/126048/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/politics/fake-electors-get-tapped-as-gop-convention-delegates/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/politics/fake-electors-get-tapped-as-gop-convention-delegates/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/what-if-trump-refuses-concede/616424/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/what-if-trump-refuses-concede/616424/
https://penncapital-star.com/government-politics/pa-gop-disputes-assertions-in-bombshell-atlantic-story/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://billypenn.com/2023/08/09/fake-electors-trump-pennsylvania-influence-republican-politics/
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/montco-gop-chair-liz-havey-is-bullish-about-the-november-election/
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/ballot-box-dispute-roils-montgomery-county/
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/montco-gop-chair-liz-havey-is-bullish-about-the-november-election/
https://www.rev.com/blog/transcripts/pennsylvania-senate-republican-lawmaker-hearing-transcript-on-2020-election
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
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election, including voting by dead people. Rudy 
Giuliani testified after Havey, and Trump called in.

• Marcela Diaz-Myers | Deputy Chair
As deputy chair and a member of the state GOP’s 
Hispanic Advisory Council, Marcela Diaz-Myers 
was one of Pennsylvania’s 20 fake electors who 
attempted to subvert the results of the 2020 
presidential election by submitting fake Electoral 
College documents to Congress as part of the 
January 6, 2021, certification process. 

• Andy Reilly | National Committeeman
Andy Reilly was one of Pennsylvania’s 20 fake 
electors who attempted to subvert the results of 
the 2020 presidential election by submitting fake 
Electoral College documents to Congress as part 
of the January 6, 2021, certification process. De-
scribed as the “behind the scenes” manager of 
local, state, and judicial campaigns, he has also 
served as the state party’s secretary, as chairman 
of the Delaware County Republican Party, and as 
a two-term Delaware County Council member.

• Sam DeMarco III | Allegheny County Chair
Sam DeMarco, who also serves as a county coun-
cilman overseeing elections, voted against certi-
fying the 2020 presidential results in Allegheny 
County and attempted to subvert the outcome of 
the presidential election that year by serving as 
one of Pennsylvania’s fake electors. In June 2022 
the FBI questioned him about his role in the fake 
electors scheme.

• Patricia K. Poprik | Bucks County Chair
Pat Poprik was one of Pennsylvania’s 20 fake 
electors who attempted to subvert the results of 
the 2020 presidential election by submitting fake 
Electoral College documents to Congress as part 
of the January 6, 2021, certification process. 

• C. Arnold McClure | Huntingdon County 
Chair
C. Arnold McClure has praised election denier and 
state Senator Doug Mastriano as “the one guy 
who’s been fighting from the beginning.” In Feb-
ruary 2021, Reuters reported that McClure “wants 
to punish fellow conservatives who have turned 
against the former president” and was among 
those pushing the state GOP to censure U.S. Sen-
ator Pat Toomey (R-PA) for voting to convict Trump 
during his second impeachment trial for inciting 
the attack on the U.S. Capitol riots.

• Harry Haas | Luzerne County Chair
Harry Haas has spread disinformation about the 
2020 presidential election online, and after the 
election he refused to certify the results until “of-
ficials are provided with ‘a full accounting of all 
votes, including write-in votes, provisional ballots 
and ‘spoiled’ ballots surrendered by voters who 
received a mail-in ballot and decided to vote in 
person instead.’” In 2020 he also pushed to in-
vestigate the role of Dominion Voting Systems 
in Pennsylvania despite lacking any indication of 
wrongdoing by the company. On December 5, 
2020, he tweeted that Democratic Governor Tom 
Wolf “decertified voting machines in 2019 to co-
erce the purchase [of] $4M new ones” and com-
mitted “election violations” by approving Pennsyl-
vania’s 2020 election results. Haas is also listed 
as an election denier on whyy.org. 

https://insurrectionexposed.org/giuliani-rudy/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/giuliani-rudy/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/andy-reilly/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://www.delcotimes.com/2018/12/09/delco-gop-moving-forward-to-replace-andy-reilly-as-leader-2/
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/election/pennsylvania-elections-2023-county-commissioners-certification-deniers-20230302.html
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/election/pennsylvania-elections-2023-county-commissioners-certification-deniers-20230302.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://triblive.com/news/politics-election/allegheny-county-gop-chair-interviewed-by-fbi-in-probe-of-trump-and-2020-election/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/pat-poprik/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/pennsylvania-fake-electors/
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/election/pennsylvania-state-senate-leaders-evolving-stance-on-forensic-audit/article_f075f38e-0b1f-5833-9cf1-6c8b4ad1c7ef.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mastriano-doug/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN2AP2J6/
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/harry-haas/
https://lawandcrime.com/2020-election/pennsylvania-republicans-voted-against-certifying-vote-in-county-trump-won-by-22000/
https://twitter.com/harryhaas/status/1329899253754425346?s=20
https://twitter.com/harryhaas/status/1329899253754425346?s=20
https://insurrectionexposed.org/dominion-voting-systems/
https://twitter.com/harryhaas/status/1335368771628920833?s=20
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-election-deniers-voter-fraud-county-commissioners-general-election/
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Overview

Republicans won most of Wisconsin’s presidential elections after WWII, until Democrats began a winning 
streak in 1988, winning seven consecutive presidential elections through 2012.

In 2016, Donald Trump managed to break the Democratic streak with an unexpected victory over Hillary 
Clinton, who lost by a razor-thin margin of 0.7%. Not a single poll had predicted him winning Wisconsin. 
Four years later, Joe Biden won the state by an equally slim margin—20,682 votes or 0.6 %—and earned 
its 10 electoral votes. 

Both parties consider winning Wisconsin crucial in 2024. As a swing state where four of the past six pres-
idential races were decided by less than a percentage point, Wisconsin is also one where voters chose 
the ultimate winner of the national race in the past four presidential elections.

Since 2010, Wisconsin’s Senate seats have been evenly split between the parties, but two-term Democratic 
Senator Tammy Baldwin is up for reelection in 2024, a seat Republicans intend to flip. Largely due to ger-
rymandering, five of the state’s eight U.S. representatives are Republicans. Wisconsin’s governorship has 
been in Democratic hands since 2018, after a decade of Republican rule during which the state became 
an epicenter of Tea Party conservatism.

According to the most recent census, Wisconsin’s population is primarily white (80%), with Blacks and His-
panics accounting for 6% and 7% of residents, respectively. While Wisconsinites aren’t required to specify 
a party affiliation when registering to vote, survey data indicates that the state’s electorate tends to be 
fairly evenly split between the two major parties, with a sizable number of independents.

In the weeks following the 2020 election, Wisconsin was one of seven states in which pro-Trump Republi-
cans prepared and signed fake Electoral College certificates to obstruct the January 6, 2021, congressional 
proceedings that allowed President Biden to take office. The 10 fake electors from Wisconsin settled a 
civil lawsuit against them in December 2023 by publicly recognizing the legitimacy of Biden’s victory and 
disavowing their attempt to overturn the will of Wisconsin voters. 

In July 2024, Wisconsin sent one of its fake electors to represent the state GOP at the Republican National 
Convention in Milwaukee. 

2020 Election Fallout
Election denialism took hold in Wisconsin even be-
fore President Biden’s narrow victory was confirmed. 
Trump allies immediately began to discredit the pro-
cess and challenge the results, despite lacking any 
evidence to support their allegations, and are poised 
to repeat unfounded claims of fraud in 2024.

• On November 8, the day after the election was 
called for Biden, Wisconsin attorney Kenneth 

Chesebro emailed James Troupis, a Wisconsin 
lawyer involved in the Trump campaign, to say that 
he “would be happy to volunteer for the Trump 
legal team.” Chesebro has subsequently been 
credited as the “architect” of the multi-state fake 
electors scheme. 

• On December 14, 2020, 10 Republican officials 
in Wisconsin gathered in secret at the Wisconsin 
state Capitol in Madison to attempt to subvert 

https://www.270towin.com/states/Wisconsin#google_vignette
https://www.cnn.com/election/2020/results/state/wisconsin
https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/the-2024-swing-states-wisconsin-could-sway-the-presidential-election
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2023-08-21/gop-presidential-debate-puts-spotlight-on-wisconsin-one-of-the-few-remaining-swing-states
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2023-08-21/gop-presidential-debate-puts-spotlight-on-wisconsin-one-of-the-few-remaining-swing-states
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/4564443-senate-rankings-seats-flip/
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_House_of_Representatives_elections_in_Wisconsin,_2024
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/will-the-tea-party-era-end-where-it-startedin-wisconsin
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/wisconsin-population-change-between-census-decade.html#:~:text=Race%20and%20ethnicity%20(White%20alone,%25%2C%20up%20from%2054.9%25).
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/state/wisconsin/party-affiliation/
https://independentvoterproject.org/voter-stats/wi
https://www.justsecurity.org/81939/timeline-false-electors/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/wisconsin-fake-electors/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/06/politics/wisconsin-fake-electors/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/10/politics/fake-electors-get-tapped-as-gop-convention-delegates/index.html
https://insurrectionexposed.org/chesebro-kenneth/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/chesebro-kenneth/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/troupis-james/
https://www.wpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Pages-from-Troupis-008910-Troupis-010348-2.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Pages-from-Troupis-008910-Troupis-010348-2.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/politics/chesebro-false-electors-cooperating-investigation-2020-election#:~:text=Chesebro%20helped%20design%20a%20scheme,to%20election%20interference%20in%20Georgia.
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2021/02/16/the-voter-fraud-you-didnt-hear-about-wisconsins-electoral-college-imposters/
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the results of the presidential election by serv-
ing as fake electors and submitting falsified doc-
uments to Congress as part of the January 6, 2021, 
Electoral College certification process. 

• On December 24, 2020, Chesebro exchanged 
emails with other members of Trump’s legal team 
debating whether to file litigation contesting 
Biden’s victory in Wisconsin, one of the key swing 
states the Trump campaign still hoped to overturn. 
Although he admitted the odds of prevailing in 
such a case were “1 percent,” he argued that the 
“relevant analysis is political,” according to emails 
reviewed by The New York Times. 

• In May 2021, Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Robin 
Vos caved to pressure from Trump and appointed 
former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Michael 
Gableman as a “special counsel” to oversee a 
partisan Arizona-style audit of the 2020 election 
results. Gableman is a conspiracy theorist who 
had already claimed that the 2020 election was 
“stolen” prior to being hired as a special counsel. 
His report recommended retroactively decerti-
fying the election, which is legally impossible, 
despite finding no evidence of fraud and cost-
ing taxpayers more than $1 million. Vos ultimate-
ly fired Gableman, ending the scandal-plagued 
investigation.

• In July 2021, far-right state Representative Janel 
Brandtjen, who chairs the Assembly Campaign 
and Elections Committee, initiated another audit 
that she called “a more intensive investigation” of 
possible election fraud.

• Wisconsin also conducted a nonpartisan audit un-
der the auspices of the Legislative Audit Bureau 
(LAB). This one involved reviewing 60 tests of vot-
ing machines as well as compliance with election 
laws and procedures related to the training of 
poll workers and conduct both before and after 
Election Day. The LAB audit confirmed the secu-
rity of the voting machines used in 2020 and did 
not unearth any significant issues with election 
procedures.

• .On May 17, 2022, two of the state’s Democratic 
electors sued the 10 Republican fake electors for 
their role in attempting to subvert the outcome of 
the 2020 presidential election in Wisconsin. 

• In September 2023, the state’s Republican law-
makers targeted the nonpartisan Wisconsin 
Elections Commission Administrator Meagan 
Wolfe for pushing back against baseless allega-
tions of election fraud made in 2020, with ev-
ery state Senate Republican voting against her 
confirmation to a second term. As of July 2024, 
Wolfe still held the position due to a procedural 
technicality. 

• That same month, Wisconsin Senate Majority 
Leader Devin LeMahieu (R) rejected calls from 
Democrats to rescind the appointment of one of 
the fake electors, Robert Spindell, as vice chair of 
the Wisconsin Elections Commission.

• In December 2023, the 10 fake electors settled a 
civil lawsuit filed by the state’s Democratic elec-
tors by publicly acknowledging that President 
Biden won the state and their actions were “part 
of an attempt to improperly overturn the 2020 
presidential election results.” They also agreed 
not to serve as presidential electors in 2024 or 
any other election with Trump on the ballot.

• In June 2024, Wisconsin Attorney General Josh 
Kaul (D) filed felony forgery charges against 
Kenneth Chesebro, James Troupis, and Mike 
Roman, Trump’s director of Election Day opera-
tions, who allegedly helped submit Wisconsin’s 
faux Electoral College documents to members of 
Congress. 

• In July 2024, the state GOP sent fake elector Pam 
Travis as a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention, with another fake elector, Wisconsin 
Elections Commission Vice Chair Robert Spindell, 
serving as an alternate.

https://insurrectionexposed.org/wisconsin-fake-electors/
https://www.americanoversight.org/american-oversight-obtains-seven-phony-certificates-of-pro-trump-electors
https://www.americanoversight.org/american-oversight-obtains-seven-phony-certificates-of-pro-trump-electors
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/18/us/politics/kenneth-chesebro-trump-2020-election.html
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-elections-wisconsin-election-2020-d59426b14d870a5722f574ed246b6f79
https://insurrectionexposed.org/election-audit-wisconsin/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2021/08/09/michael-gableman-said-election-stolen-before-put-charge-wisconsin-review/5518815001/
https://www.americanoversight.org/investigation/wisconsins-baseless-investigation-of-the-2020-election
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/brief/dane-co-judge-says-election-review-has-found-absolutely-no-evidence-of-fraud/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2022/08/12/vos-fires-gableman-ending-scandal-plagued-2020-election-investigation/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/brief/elections-chair-initiates-a-forensic-arizona-style-audit-in-wisconsin/
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/legislative-audit-bureau-releases-2020-election-review/
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/legislative-audit-bureau-releases-2020-election-review/
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/578075-wisconsin-audit-finds-its-elections-are-secure/
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/578075-wisconsin-audit-finds-its-elections-are-secure/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220517151739/https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f88891b1bd57b085dc121d1/t/6282c1ef38cd5812db5d2abf/1652736562020/fraudulent+electors+complaint+may+2022
https://subscribe.jsonline.com/restricted?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2023%2F06%2F26%2Fmeagan-wolfe-defends-tenure-as-wisconsin-elections-chief-to-lawmakers%2F70356277007%2F&gps-source=CPROADBLOCKDH&gca-cat=p&gnt-eid=control
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2023/09/14/embracing-election-denial-wisconsin-senate-republicans-vote-to-fire-chief-election-official/
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-fake-electors-trump-3431e690e5fef23c0f2cdfaa4257ecb6
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-fake-electors-wisconsin-fff7cd21e3083f300874eccd69141f8d
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-fake-electors-wisconsin-fff7cd21e3083f300874eccd69141f8d
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2023/12/06/wisconsin-fake-electors-acknowledge-steps-to-overturn-biden-election/71825138007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2023/12/06/wisconsin-fake-electors-acknowledge-steps-to-overturn-biden-election/71825138007/
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-fake-electors-trump-2020-charges-77d00919fc8d8e07438076610090a9b1
https://insurrectionexposed.org/chesebro-kenneth/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/troupis-james/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mike-roman/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/mike-roman/
https://www.channel3000.com/news/wisconsin-rnc-delegate-avoids-answering-questions-on-role-in-fake-elector-scheme/article_8db0cfa8-4545-11ef-9d04-070fe63ab13d.html
https://www.channel3000.com/news/wisconsin-rnc-delegate-avoids-answering-questions-on-role-in-fake-elector-scheme/article_8db0cfa8-4545-11ef-9d04-070fe63ab13d.html
https://insurrectionindex.org/records/person/robert-spindell/
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Deniers Running for Congress
A number of representatives who voted against cer-
tifying President Biden’s 2020 electoral victory still 
serve in the U.S. House and are running for reelec-
tion in 2024. The potential Republican challenger to 
Democratic Senator Tammy Baldwin has also made 
public comments casting doubt on the legitimacy of 
the 2020 presidential election.

• Eric Hovde | Senate
Since the 2020 election, Eric Hovde has spread 
the same baseless and discredited allegations as 
the right-wing film 2,000 Mules, claiming ballot 
drop boxes will have to be watched 24-hours a 
day this election to keep people from “jamming 
fake ballots.” Hovde has also alleged that the 
state’s nursing homes engaged in voting fraud. 
Speaking on Fox News in April 2024, he said that 
during the 2020 presidential election Wisconsin 
“had nursing homes where the sheriff of Racine 
investigated, where you had 100 percent voting.” 
Appearing on the Guy Benson Show a couple of 
weeks later, he elaborated: “If you’re in a nurs-
ing home, you only have a five-, six-month life 
expectancy. Almost nobody in a nursing home is 
in [sic] a point to vote.” The candidate explained 
that his comments were based on reports of family 
members in Wisconsin who questioned how their 
incapacitated relatives in nursing homes could 
have voted in the 2020 election. In attempting 
to further clarify his remarks, Hovde said “a large 
percentage” of nursing home residents “are not 
in [sic] the mental capacity to (vote),” according 
to AP reporting.

• Bryan Steil | House (WI–1) 
Two days before the insurrection, Trump-endorsed 
Representative Bryan Steil joined Wisconsin’s 
other congressional Republicans in claiming that 
“Wisconsinites have lost trust in our election sys-
tem,” implying that “non-residents and deceased 
individuals” had voted or that “double-voting” was 
a widespread problem, that “ballot harvesting” 
and “midnight ballot dumps” gave Biden an unfair 
advantage, and that “nearly a quarter of a million 

voters [had been allowed] to vote without showing 
an ID.” Now, as chairman of the House Administra-
tion Committee, he has shaped two new pieces of 
“election integrity” legislation, including the SAVE 
Act (in part “to prevent noncitizen voting”) and the 
American Confidence in Elections Act, which he 
says will make it “hard to cheat” and is “the most 
conservative election integrity legislation to be 
considered in the House in a generation.”

• Derrick Van Orden | House (WI–3)
Representative Derrick Van Orden attended the 
March to Save America rally in Washington on 
January 6 and joined the march to the Capitol, 
but claims he didn’t participate in the violence. He 
has said that he “went there to stand with them, 
to stand up for electoral integrity.” After being en-
dorsed by Trump in 2022, he finally won the con-
gressional district seat long held by Democrats, 
which he narrowly lost in 2020.

• Scott Fitzgerald | House (WI–5)
Just days after being sworn in to his first term 
in Congress, Representative Scott Fitzgerald 
joined 146 other congressional Republicans in 
voting against certifying President Biden’s 2020 
electoral victory. According to an investigation by 
two Wisconsin state legislators, Fitzgerald, who 
was state Senate majority leader at the time, re-
served the room in the Wisconsin Capitol building 
in which the state’s 10 fake electors met to attempt 
to subvert the results of the 2020 presidential 
election. He also claimed that election officials 
in Dane and Milwaukee counties allowed “hun-
dreds of thousands of illegal votes to be cast and 
counted.” Fitzgerald won in 2020 and 2022 with 
Trump’s endorsement and expects it to help him 
again in 2024.

• Tom Tiffany | House (WI–7)
Just hours after the January 6 attack on the Cap-
itol, Representative Tom Tiffany joined 146 other 
congressional Republicans in voting against certi-
fying President Biden’s 2020 electoral victory. He 
also helped spread the Big Lie on social media 
and through other actions in late 2020, including 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/07/12/eric-hovde-ballot-drop-boxes-wisconsin/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNzIwNzU2ODAwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNzIyMTM5MTk5LCJpYXQiOjE3MjA3NTY4MDAsImp0aSI6IjEwYmNlZjRiLTA4OTMtNGMyYi05MWUzLTQwZmY4MzQxMWIwMiIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9wb2xpdGljcy8yMDI0LzA3LzEyL2VyaWMtaG92ZGUtYmFsbG90LWRyb3AtYm94ZXMtd2lzY29uc2luLyJ9.94HXr8cDNtHCtbza3ehF93I825-2IrA5QKV_DgiUO2s
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fox-news/
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-senate-hovde-baldwin-elderly-nursing-c41705c674a2e714645206c93f227a4a
https://steil.house.gov/media/columns/gop-congressional-delegation-restore-trust-in-wisconsin-s-elections
https://steil.house.gov/media/press-releases/steil-issues-statement-on-the-passage-of-the-save-act
https://steil.house.gov/media/press-releases/steil-issues-statement-on-the-passage-of-the-save-act
https://steil.house.gov/media/press-releases/steil-introduces-the-american-confidence-in-elections-act
https://riponadvance.com/stories/steil-leads-100-republicans-in-unveiling-election-integrity-bill/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/11/15/derrick-van-orden-jan-6-congress/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/march-to-save-america/
https://www.wpr.org/politics/gop-congressional-candidate-report-involvement-insurrection-inaccurate
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-presidential-washington-election-2020-donald-trump-35be0e64d964726eacad5c4eda20d422
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-presidential-washington-election-2020-donald-trump-35be0e64d964726eacad5c4eda20d422
https://insurrectionexposed.org/fitzgerald-scott/
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-wisconsin-elections-electoral-college-0657e37b099f9efaf7cfd8ce1bbe31de
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2022/01/27/imposter-electors-tied-to-fitzgerald-kleefisch-and-jarchow/
https://insurrectionexposed.org/wisconsin-fake-electors/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/10/04/2020-election-deniers-ballot-wisconsin-their-words/8005222001/
https://x.com/FitzgeraldForWI/status/1756343137943871902
https://insurrectionexposed.org/tiffany-tom/
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-wisconsin-elections-electoral-college-0657e37b099f9efaf7cfd8ce1bbe31de
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-wisconsin-elections-electoral-college-0657e37b099f9efaf7cfd8ce1bbe31de
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signing an amicus brief for the Texas lawsuit urg-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn the results 
of the presidential election in Wisconsin and three 
other swing states. Tiffany is an “enthusiastic” 
Trump supporter who won reelection in 2020 and 
2022 with the former president’s endorsement.

• Tony Wied | House (WI–8)
Political newcomer Tony Wied ran as an “America 
First businessman” in the three-way GOP primary 
and won with Trump’s endorsement. During a July 
19 debate, he refused to answer the moderator’s 
question about whether the 2020 election had 
been stolen, even though one of his primary oppo-
nents said no and the other responded “hell yes.” 
Given that District 8 is solidly Republican, Wied is 
expected to win the general election in November 
and go on to assume the House seat in January.

Deniers Running for Statewide 
Office
No candidate currently running for statewide office 
in Wisconsin has questioned the results of the 2020 
presidential election.

The governor (Democrat Tony Evers), attorney gen-
eral (Democrat Josh Kaul), and the administrator of 
the Wisconsin Elections Commission—a nonpartisan 
position appointed by the commission and confirmed 
by the state Senate—are collectively responsible for 
ensuring that elections in the state run smoothly and 
fairly, and accurately reflect the will of voters. 

Deniers in the State Legislature
In Wisconsin, at least 14 election deniers currently 
serve in the state legislature, accounting for 11% of 
the 132-person body. Ten representatives—10% of 
the State Assembly—are deniers, as are four state 
senators (12% of the Senate). Some of these people 
hold leadership positions and seats on committees 
that oversee election-related issues. After the 2020 
presidential election, 15 members of the Wisconsin 
state legislature called on then Vice President Mike 

Pence to ignore the Constitution and obstruct the 
certification of Electoral College votes at the joint 
session of Congress on January 6, 2021.

Deniers Administering Elections 
In Wisconsin, a six-member state elections com-
mission appointed by the governor and legislative 
leaders supervises elections and issues rules and 
regulations about how they are run. As in most states, 
poll workers also play a key role in the process by 
helping to register voters, answer questions, ensure 
the security of voting equipment, and tabulate re-
sults. While election deniers are being recruited as 
poll workers and watchers, many guardrails are in 
place to prevent anyone from disrupting election 
processes.

Election results are certified at the local and county 
level, and ultimately, at the state level by the Wis-
consin Elections Commission. The role of election 
administrators in certifying election results has be-
come increasingly contentious in the aftermath of the 
2020 election as Trump allies attempt to exert more 
control over the voting process. 

According to Informing Democracy, several of those 
officials in Wisconsin attempted to interfere with the 
2020 presidential election by promoting conspiracy 
theories about voter fraud, supporting calls for full 
hand recounts of ballots for no demonstrable reason, 
and calling on then Vice President Mike Pence to 
delay certification of the Electoral College counts on 
January 6, 2021, among other actions. The following 
administrators continue to support Trump’s Big Lie:

• Robert Spindell | Wisconsin Elections 
Commission Vice Chair
As one of the 10 fake electors from Wisconsin, 
Robert Spindell signed false documents in De-
cember 2020, attempting to undermine the results 
of the presidential election. When he spoke at an 
early December Stop the Steal rally in Madison, 
he delivered the double negative observation, 
“There’s no evidence vote fraud did not occur.” 
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Even though other Republicans on the elections 
commission definitively confirmed that there had 
been no issues with the state’s voting machines, 
Spindell shared the podium with rally organiz-
er and diehard Trump pitbull Mike Lindell, who 
claimed Trump lost Wisconsin because of issues 
with Dominion voting machines—a widely disprov-
en conspiracy theory. In December 2023, Spindell 
and the other nine fake electors settled a lawsuit 
brought against them by publicly admitting that 
Biden had won the election and that they had 
fraudulently posed as presidential electors. De-
spite requests from Wisconsin Senate Democrats, 
the Senate majority leader, a Republican, has re-
fused to remove Spindell from his term appoint-
ment on the elections commission, which runs 
through 2025.

• Helmut Fritz | Milwaukee County Election 
Commission
In November 2020, Helmut Fritz shared an elec-
toral college results map on Facebook showing 
that Trump had won the election, writing, “Contrary 
to the prevailing press, this is the actual, current, 
electoral count with prevailing lawsuits. This per 
the Epoch Times Newspaper. Thankfully, it isn’t 
the press that declares an incoming presidency.” 

• Douglas Haag | Milwaukee City Election 
Commission
On November 28, 2020, Douglas Haag posted 
a doctored photo showing President-elect Biden 
as a Domino’s pizza delivery man with the tagline: 
“Dominion’s. Buy 1 vote get 75,000 free (4 A.M. 
delivery only).” On January 10, 2021, he posted 
a video on Facebook (which he has since con-
cealed) showing a police officer waving people 
through a barricade near the Capitol four days 
earlier, with the comment, “Hmm interesting to say 
the least.” In May 2021, Haag shared a post (which 
he has since concealed) claiming that a “known 
ANTIFA member” had been paid $70,000 for a 
video of the attack on the Capitol on January 6 
and adding, “FBI = Deep State.” 

Deniers in GOP Leadership
Several individuals who were deeply involved in the 
coordinated effort to overturn the results of the 2020 
presidential election in Wisconsin hold leadership 
positions in the party. Brian Schimming, now chair of 
the Wisconsin GOP, met with Trump henchmen Ken 
Chesebro and Rudy Giuliani on December 12, 2020, to 
“allegedly discuss” the fake electors scheme to select 
alternate Trump electors even though Biden had offi-
cially been declared the winner in Wisconsin. The state 
GOP’s second vice chair, as well as its third, fourth, and 
eighth congressional chairs, all served as fake electors 
who met at the state Capitol to sign falsified documents 
to submit to Congress as part of the January 6, 2021, 
Electoral College certification process. 

In the lead-up to the 2024 presidential election, the 
Wisconsin GOP has continued to undermine confi-
dence in the validity of elections. The state party for-
mally supported and promoted two ballot measures 
that were passed in April 2024, one that banned the 
use of private funds in election administration and an-
other that unnecessarily narrowed the number of peo-
ple who could qualify as “election officials.” Schimming 
also called the June 2024 reinstatement of absentee 
ballot drop boxes in the state “a setback for both the 
separation of powers and public trust in our elections.” 

The following are among the state GOP leaders who 
show unfettered loyalty to Trump and his ongoing 
claim that any election he doesn’t win is “rigged”:

• Brian Schimming | Chairman
Brian Schimming is cited by name in Georgia’s 
election interference case against Trump and 18 
co-defendants. According to the Georgia indict-
ment, two years before he became GOP state 
chair Schimming met with Trump co-conspirator 
Ken Chesebro on December 12, 2020, to discuss 
the fake electors plan, while Trump’s personal law-
yer Rudy Giuliani participated by phone. Two days 
later, 10 Republican fake electors from Wisconsin 
secretly met at the state Capitol to sign and submit 
false documents claiming to be electoral votes 
for Trump.
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• Kathy Kiernan | Second Vice Chairman
Kathy Kiernan is one of 10 fake electors in Wis-
consin who attempted to subvert the results of 
the 2020 presidential election by submitting false 
Electoral College documents to Congress as part 
of the January 6, 2021, certification process. In 
December 2023, she and the other fake electors 
settled a civil case brought against them by the 
state’s Democratic electors. As part of the settle-
ment, they acknowledged that President Biden 
had legitimately won the state and promised 
that they wouldn’t serve as presidential electors 
in 2024 or any other election with Trump on the 
ballot.

• Van Wanggaard | Wisconsin Republican 
Labor Council
Longtime State Senator Van Wanggaard also 
holds a position as the head of the state GOP’s ex-
ecutive committee Labor Council. After the 2020 
election, he cast doubt on the results in Wiscon-
sin in a TV interview, saying Trump could have 
won because “there was [stet] some shenanigans 
that were pulled.” In October 2021, Wanggaard 
backed controversial voter fraud allegations made 
by the Racine County sheriff and called for mass 
resignations and prosecutions of Wisconsin Elec-
tions Commission staff and commissioners. In May 
2022, he was the only state legislator at an event 
that promoted the widely debunked and inflamma-
tory documentary 2000 Mules while purporting to 
depoliticize the topic of election integrity. Wang-
gaard includes “election integrity” as a campaign 
priority and has backed a bill that would enshrine 
a photo ID requirement for voters in the Wisconsin 
Constitution. He also voted in favor of two state-
wide constitutional amendments that he summa-
rizes as follows: “Question #1 prohibits the use of 
‘private donations and grants’ (e.g. Zuckerbucks) 
in funding election administration. Question #2 
prohibits anyone not authorized by law to admin-
ister elections.” 

• Bill Feehan | Third Congressional District 
Chairman
Bill Feehan is one of 10 fake electors in Wisconsin 
who attempted to subvert the results of the 2020 
presidential election by submitting false Electoral 
College documents to Congress as part of the 
January 6, 2021, certification process. In Decem-
ber 2023, he and the other fake electors settled 
a civil case brought against them by the state’s 
Democratic electors. As part of the settlement, 
they acknowledged that President Biden had le-
gitimately won the state and promised that they 
wouldn’t serve as presidential electors in 2024 or 
any other election with Trump on the ballot.

• Robert Spindell | Fourth Congressional 
District Chairman
As both a GOP district chair and vice chair of the 
Wisconsin Elections Commission, Bob Spindell 
served as one of the state’s 10 fake electors who 
attempted to subvert the results of the 2020 pres-
idential election by submitting false Electoral Col-
lege documents to Congress as part of the Janu-
ary 6, 2021, certification process. He also spoke 
at a December 2020 Stop the Steal rally in Mad-
ison, sharing the podium with rally organizer and 
diehard Trump pitbull Mike Lindell, who claimed 
the ex-president lost Wisconsin because of issues 
with Dominion voting machines—a widely disprov-
en conspiracy theory. In December 2023, Spindell 
and the other fake electors settled a civil case 
brought against them by the state’s Democratic 
electors. As part of the settlement, they acknowl-
edged that President Biden had legitimately won 
the state and promised that they wouldn’t serve as 
presidential electors in 2024 or any other election 
with Trump on the ballot.

• Jennie Frederick | Fifth Congressional 
District Chairman
In October 2021, Jennie Frederick, president of 
the Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women, 
pushed for a resolution in support of a legislative 
“election integrity investigation.” The resolution 
declared, among other things, that “whereas there 
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were (in many states) discrepancies and question-
able practices during the 2020 election, …leaving 
people to wonder about the validity of their votes,” 
those who signed the document “whole-heart-
edly support the efforts of Representative Janel 
Brandtjen in seeking a full and complete cyber fo-
rensic audit of the Wisconsin 2020 election and… 
demand accountability, resolution, action and/or 
prosecution based on the results of the audit.” 

• Kelly Ruh | Eighth Congressional District 
Chairman
Kelly Ruh is one of 10 fake electors in Wisconsin 
who attempted to subvert the results of the 2020 
presidential election by submitting false Electoral 
College documents to Congress as part of the 
January 6, 2021, certification process. In Decem-
ber 2023, she and the other fake electors settled 
a civil case brought against them by the state’s 
Democratic electors. As part of the settlement, 
they acknowledged that President Biden had le-
gitimately won the state and promised that they 
wouldn’t serve as presidential electors in 2024 or 
any other election with Trump on the ballot.

• Brandon Maly | Dane County Chairman
Brandon Maly moved to Wisconsin in 2022 to 
work on the reelection campaign of election de-
nier Senator Ron Johnson. He was elected Dane 
County Chairman in 2023 and is a full-time field 
representative for Turning Point Action, the advo-
cacy arm of Turning Point USA, which was deeply 
involved in the January 6 insurrection and contin-

ues to spread disinformation about voter fraud. On 
July 21, 2024, Maly posted on X that with Kamala 
Harris stepping into the candidacy for president, 
“We are in deep trouble now” because “Trump is 
only up by 2% in WI which is not enough to over-
come the margin of fraud.”

• Richard Kucksdorf | Shawano County 
Chairman
A December 14, 2020, message posted to the 
Shawano County Facebook page suggested that 
the upcoming January 6 protest in Washington 
might be “biblical” and that Trump loyalists should 
anticipate violence that day. “(You might prepare 
yourselves for some temporary violence; Water, 
food, medications),” the post reads. Richard Kucks-
dorf claims to have no knowledge of who posted 
it, but questioned whether the people involved in 
the insurrection really were Trump supporters. He 
was also among the plaintiffs in a failed federal 
lawsuit that attempted to overturn Biden’s victory 
in Wisconsin and four other battleground states. 
At a May 2021 “voter integrity” rally sponsored by 
the Amistad Project, which challenged the 2020 
election results in six states, Kucksdorf announced 
“the filing of a formal complaint with the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission accusing the City of Madi-
son of inviting improper outside influence over its 
election process in 2020.” 
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Appendix I. Deniers Running for Congress

STATE OFFICE SOUGHT NAME
AZ Senate Kari Lake
AZ House (AZ-1) David Schweikert
AZ House (AZ-2) Eli Crane
AZ House (AZ-3) Jeff Zink
AZ House (AZ-4) Kelly Cooper
AZ House (AZ-5) Any Biggs
AZ House (AZ-8) Abe Hamadeh
AZ House (AZ-9) Paul Gosar
GA House (GA-1) Earl “Buddy” Carter
GA House (GA-3) Brian Jack
GA House (GA-5) John “Bongo” Salvesen
GA House (GA-7) Rich McCormick
GA House (GA-9) Andrew Clyde
GA House (GA-10) Mike Collins
GA House (GA-11) Barry Loudermilk
GA House (GA-12) Rick Allen
GA House (GA-14) Marjorie Taylor Greene
MI House (MI-1) Jack Bergman
MI House (MI-2) John Moolenaar
MI House (MI-4) Bill Huizenga
MI House (MI-5) Tim Walberg
MI House (MI-7) Tom Barrett
MI House (MI-9) Lisa McClain
MI House (MI-10) John James
NV Senate Sam Brown
NV House (NV-4) John Lee
NM House (NM-2) Yvette Herrell
NC House (NC-1) Laurie Buckhout
NC House (NC-2) Alan Swain
NC House (NC-3) Greg Murphy
NC House (NC-5) Virginia Foxx
NC House (NC-7) David Rouzer
NC House (NC-8) Mark Harris
NC House (NC-9) Richard Hudson

STATE OFFICE SOUGHT NAME
PA Senate David McCormick
PA House (PA-2) Aaron Bashir
PA House (PA-7) Ryan Mackenzie
PA House (PA-9) Dan Meuser
PA House (PA-10) Scott Perry
PA House (PA-11) Lloyd Smucker
PA House (PA-13) John Joyce
PA House (PA-14) Guy Reschenthaler
PA House (PA-15) Glenn Thompson
PA House (PA-16) Mike Kelly
WI Senate Eric Hovde
WI House (WI-1) Bryan Steil
WI House (WI-3) Derrick Van Orden
WI House (WI-5) Scott Fitzgerald
WI House (WI-7) Tom Tiffany
WI House (WI-8) Tony Wied
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Appendix II. Deniers Running for Statewide Office

STATE OFFICE SOUGHT NAME
AZ Arizona Corporation Commission Rene Lopez
NC Governor Mark Robinson
NC Attorney General Dan Bishop
NC Secretary of State Chad Brown
NC Superintendent of Public Instruction Michele Morrow
PA State Treasurer Stacy Garrity
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Appendix III. Deniers Administering Elections

Counties where election deniers hold a majority are in bold.

STATE OFFICE NAME
AZ Cochise County Board of Supervisors (District 1) Tom Crosby
AZ Cochise County Board of Supervisors (District 3) Peggy Judd
AZ Cochise County Recorder David Stevens
AZ Gila County Board of Supervisors (District 1) Steve Christensen
AZ La Paz County Elections Director Bob Bartelsmeyer
AZ Mohave County Board of Supervisors (District 2) Hildy Angius
AZ Mohave County Board of Supervisors (District 5) Ron Gould
AZ Mohave County Board of Supervisors (District 1) Travis Lingenfelter
AZ Pima County Board of Supervisors (District 4) Steve Christy
AZ Pinal County Board of Supervisors (District 1) Kevin Cavanaugh
AZ Pinal County Board of Supervisors (District 5) Jeff Serdy
AZ Yavapai County Board of Supervisors (District 1) Harry Oberg
AZ Yuma County Board of Supervisors (District 3) Darren Simmons
GA State Election Board Rick Jeffares
GA State Election Board Janice Johnston
GA State Election Board Janelle King
GA Cobb County Board of Elections and Registration Debbie Fisher
GA DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections Nancy Jester
GA DeKalb County Board of Registration and Elections Anthony Lewis
GA Fayette County Board of Elections and Voter Registration Sharlene Alexander
GA Floyd County Board of Elections and Voter Registration Gary Stamper
GA Fulton County Board of Registration and Elections Julie Adams
GA Fulton County Board of Registration and Elections Michael Heekin
GA Gwinnett County Board of Registrations and Elections David Hancock
GA Gwinnett County Board of Registrations and Elections Alice O’Lenick
GA Hall County Board of Elections and Registration Jack Noa
GA Spalding County Board of Elections and Voter Registration Ben Johnson
GA Spalding County Board of Elections and Voter Registration Roy McClain
GA Spalding County Board of Elections and Voter Registration James Newland
GA Spalding County Elections Supervisor Kimberly Slaughter
GA Worth County Board of Elections and Registration Drew Chestnutt
MI Antrim County Board of Canvassers Marvin Rubingh
MI Bay County Board of Canvassers Ann Weiler
MI Calhoun County Board of Commissioners (District 4) Steve Frisbie
MI Calhoun County Board of Canvassers Bonnie Kazmar
MI Clinton County Board of Canvassers Anne Hill
MI Kalamazoo County Board of County Canvassers Robert Froman
MI Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners (District 7) Jeff Heppler
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STATE OFFICE NAME
MI Kent County Board of Commissioners (District 2) Tom Antor
MI Macomb County Board of Canvassers Nancy Tiseo
MI Muskegon County Board of Commissioners (District 1) Kim Cyr
MI Muskegon County Board of Commissioners (District 2) Zach Lahring
MI Muskegon County Board of Canvassers Bonnie Kellogg
MI Wayne County Board of Commissioners (District 9) Terry Marecki
MI Wayne County Board of Canvassers Robert Boyd
MI Wayne County Board of Canvassers Katherine Riley
NV Carson City Clerk-Recorder Scott Hoen
NV Douglas County Board of County Commissioners (District 5) Walter Nowosad
NV Douglas County Board of County Commissioners (District 1) Danny Tarkanian
NV Elko County Board of Commisioners (District 5) Rex Steninger
NV Esmeralda County Board of County Commissioners (District 2) De Winsor
NV Lander County Board of Commissioners (District 1) Bryan Sparks
NV Lander County Board of Commissioners (District 4) Wallace “Junior” Thomas
NV Lander County Board of Commissioners (District 5) Kathleen Ancho
NV Nye County Board of County Commissioners (District 5) Debra Strickland
NV Nye County Board of County Commissioners (District 3) Donna Cox
NV Nye County Board of County Commissioners (District 2) Frank Carbone
NV Nye County Board of County Commissioners (District 1) Bruce Jabbour
NV Storey County Clerk-Treasurer Jim Hindle
NV Washoe County Board of County Commissioners (District 4) Clara Andriola
NV Washoe County Board of County Commissioners (District 5) Jeanne Herman
NV Washoe County Board of County Commissioners (District 2) Mike Clark
NM Otero County Board of Commissioners (District 1) Gerald Matherly
NM Otero County Board of Commissioners (District 3) Vickie Marquardt
NM Sandoval County Board of County Commissioners (District 2) Jay Block
NC Burke County Board of Elections Anthony Iovino
NC Halifax County Board of Elections Byron Waters
NC Mecklenburg County Board of Elections Elizabeth McDowell
NC Mecklenburg County Board of Elections Mary Potter Summa
NC Montgomery County Board of Elections John “Johnny” Adams
PA Allegheny County Council (At-Large) Sam DeMarco III
PA Berks County Board of Commissioners Christian Leinbach
PA Berks County Board of Commissioners Michael Rivera
PA Blair County Board of Commissioners Amy Webster
PA Bradford County Board of Commissioners Doug McLinko
PA Butler County Board of Commissioners Kimberly Geyer
PA Butler County Board of Commissioners Leslie Osche
PA Clearfield County Board of Commissioners Tim Winters
PA Erie County Council (District 6) Charlie Bayle
PA Fayette County Board of Commissioners Scott Dunn
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STATE OFFICE NAME
PA Fayette County Board of Commissioners Dave Lohr
PA Fulton County Board of Commissioners Randolph Bunch
PA Juniata County Board of Commissioners Todd Graybill
PA Lackawanna County Board of Commissioners Chris Chermak
PA Lancaster County Board of Commissioners Ray D’Agostino
PA Lancaster County Board of Commissioners Josh Parsons
PA Luzerne County Council Harry Haas
PA Luzerne County Council Kevin Lescavage
PA Luzerene County Council Brian Thornton
PA Luzerne County Board of Elections and Registration Alyssa Fusaro
PA Lycoming County Board of Commissioners Scott Metzger
PA Montgomery County Board of Commissioners Thomas DiBello
PA Northampton County Election Commission Scott Hough
PA Potter County Board of Commissioners Robert Rossman
PA Schuykill County Board of Commissioners Barron Hetherington
PA Schuykill County Board of Commissioners Larry Padora
PA Washington County Board of Commissioners Nick Sherman
PA Westmoreland County Board of Commissioners Doug Chew
PA Westmoreland County Board of Commissioners Sean Kertes
WI Wisconsin Elections Commission Robert Spindell
WI Milwaukee County Election Commission Helmut Fritz
WI Milwaukee City Election Commission Douglas Haag
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Appendix IV. Deniers in GOP Leadership

STATE POSITION NAME
AZ Chair Gina Swoboda
AZ National Committeeman Jake Hoffman
AZ National Committeewoman Liz Harris

AZ Assistant Sergeant at Arms Branden Turley
AZ Chair, Cochise County Debi Wise
AZ Chair, Gila County Gary Morris
AZ Chair, Maricopa County Craig Berland
AZ Chair, Santa Cruz County Steven McEwen
GA Chair Emeritus David Shafer
GA National Committeeman Jason Thompson
GA National Committeewoman Amy Kremer
GA Second Vice Chair David Cross
GA Secretary Caroline Jeffords
GA Assistant Secretary Suzi Voyles
GA Treasurer Laurie McClain
GA Chair, District 1 Kandiss Taylor
GA Chair, District 5 Brad Carver
GA Chair, District 11 David Oles
GA Chair, Cobb County Salleigh Grubbs
GA Chair, Jackson County Jeff Hughes
GA Chair, Pickens County Chris Mora
GA Chair, Taylor County Mandy Robinson-Hand
GA Chair, Troop County Keenan Knight
MI Grassroots Vice Chair Marian Sheridan
MI Chair, 1st District Committee Daire Rendon
MI Chair, 6th District Committee Hima Kolanagireddy
MI Chair, Alcona County Carrie Mullins
MI Chair, Antrim County Marvin Rubingh
MI Chair, Barry County Phil Joseph
MI Chair, Crawford County Dan Bonamie II
MI Chair, Gladwin County Mary Moylan
MI Chair, Huron County Larry Leipprandt
MI Chair, Ingham County Mary Shinkle
MI Chair, Iosco County David Chandler
MI Chair, Leelanau County Laura Tarsa
MI Chair, Macomb County Mark Forton
MI Chair, Mason County Sheila Genter
MI Chair, Oakland County Vance Patrick
MI Chair, St. Clair County Carolyn Richards
MI Chair, Wayne County Cheryl Costantino
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STATE POSITION NAME
MI Chair, Wexford County Emily DeBoer
NV Chair Michael J. McDonald
NV Vice Chair Jim Hindle
NV National Committeeman Jim DeGraffenreid
NV National Committeewoman Sigal Chattah
NV Chair, Carson City Central Committee Susan Ruch
NV Chair, Clark County Central Committee Jesse Law
NV Chair, Nye County Central Committee Leo Blundo
NV Chair, Washoe County Central Committee Bruce Parks
NM Chair Steve Pearce
NM National Committeewoman Tina Dziuk
NM Vice Chair, CD-2 Rebecca Dow
NM Chair, Santa Fe County Robert Witsenhausen
NM Chair, Sierra County Julianne (Julie) Stroup
NM Chair, Taos County Sarah Hawkes Valente
NM Chair, Valencia County John Brenna
NC State Chair Jason Simmons
NC Chair, District 4 Courtney Geels
NC Chair, District 13 Roger Farina
NC Chair, Lee County Jim Womack
NC Chair, Pasquotank County Virginia Wasserberg
NC Chair, Rutherford County Bryson Smith
NC Chair, Surry County Keith Senter
PA Chair Lawrence Tabas
PA Deputy Chair Marcela Diaz-Myers
PA Vice Chair Bernadette Comfort
PA Secretary Elizabeth Preate Havey
PA National Committeeman Andy Reilly
PA Chair, Allegheny County Sam DeMarco III
PA Chair, Bucks County Patricia K. Poprik
PA Chair, Huntingdon County C. Arnold McClure
PA Chair, Luzerne County Harry Haas
WI Chair Brian Schimming
WI Second Vice Chair Kathy Kiernan
WI Wisconsin Republican Labor Council Van Wanggaard
WI Chair, 3rd Congressional District Bill Feehan
WI Chair, 4th Congressional District Robert Spindell
WI Chair, 5th Congressional District Jennie Frederick
WI Chair, 8th Congressional District Kelly Ruh
WI Chair, Dane County Brandon Maly
WI Chair, Shawano County Richard Kucksdorf
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