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FUNCTIONAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE v. UNITED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Assigned to: Chief Judge James E. Boasberg
Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act

Date Filed: 05/24/2023
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of
Information Act
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant

Plaintiff

FUNCTIONAL GOVERNMENT
INITIATIVE

represented byPaul Michael Bartkowski
BARTKOWSKI PLLC
6803 Whittier Ave
Suite 200a
McLean, VA 22101
(571) 533−3581
Email: pbartkowski@bartkowskipllc.com
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
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Defendant

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF ENERGY

represented byFithawi Berhane
U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
601 D Street NW
Suite 7−210
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 252−6653
Email: fithawi.berhane@usdoj.gov
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Date Filed # Docket Text

05/24/2023 1 COMPLAINT against UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ( Filing fee
$ 402 receipt number ADCDC−10093309) filed by FUNCTIONAL GOVERNMENT
INITIATIVE. (Attachments: # 1 Civil Cover Sheet Civil Cover Sheet, # 2 Summons
DOE Summons, # 3 Summons AG Summons, # 4 Summons US Atty Summons, # 5
Supplement Exhibit List, # 6 Exhibit Ex. 1, # 7 Exhibit Ex. 2, # 8 Exhibit Ex. 3, # 9
Exhibit Ex. 4)(Bartkowski, Paul) (Entered: 05/24/2023)

05/25/2023 Case Assigned to Chief Judge James E. Boasberg. (zsl) (Entered: 05/25/2023)

05/25/2023 2 SUMMONS (3) Issued Electronically as to UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY, U.S. Attorney and U.S. Attorney General (Attachment: # 1 Notice and
Consent)(zsl) (Entered: 05/25/2023)

07/20/2023 3 NOTICE of Appearance by Fithawi Berhane on behalf of UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 07/20/2023)

07/20/2023 4 ANSWER to Complaint by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY.(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 07/20/2023)

07/21/2023 5 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed as to the
United States Attorney. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney on 6/20/2023.
Answer due for ALL FEDERAL DEFENDANTS by 7/20/2023. (Bartkowski, Paul)
(Entered: 07/21/2023)

07/21/2023 6 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed on
United States Attorney General. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney General
06/21/2023. (Bartkowski, Paul); Modified text on 7/21/2023 (ztth). (Entered:

mailto:pbartkowski@bartkowskipllc.com
mailto:fithawi.berhane@usdoj.gov
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509951744?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951745?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951746?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951747?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951748?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951749?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951750?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951751?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951752?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519951753?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509953444?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=9&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519953445?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=9&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110060411?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=11&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110060787?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=14&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110062511?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=16&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110062518?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=18&pdf_header=2


07/21/2023)

07/21/2023 7 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY served on 6/21/2023 (Bartkowski,
Paul) (Entered: 07/21/2023)

07/21/2023 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ORDERS that the parties shall confer and submit a joint
proposed briefing schedule by August 4, 2023. So ORDERED by Chief Judge James
E. Boasberg on 07/21/2023. (lcjeb3) (Entered: 07/21/2023)

07/21/2023 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 8/4/2023. (nbn) (Entered: 07/23/2023)

08/04/2023 8 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 08/04/2023)

08/04/2023 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 8 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that they shall file a further joint status report by October 4, 2023. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 8/4/2023. (lcjeb2) (Entered:
08/04/2023)

08/04/2023 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 10/4/2023. (nbn) (Entered:
08/07/2023)

10/04/2023 9 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Attachments: # 1 Text of Proposed Order)(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 10/04/2023)

10/04/2023 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 9 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that they shall file a further joint status report by December 5, 2023. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 10/4/2023. (lcjeb4) (Entered:
10/04/2023)

10/04/2023 Set/Reset Deadlines: Status Report due by 12/5/2023. (nbn) (Entered: 10/04/2023)

12/05/2023 10 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 12/05/2023)

12/06/2023 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 10 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that they shall file a further joint status report by February 5, 2024. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 12/6/2023. (lcjeb4) (Entered:
12/06/2023)

12/06/2023 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 2/5/2024. (nbn) (Entered: 12/06/2023)

02/05/2024 11 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 02/05/2024)

02/06/2024 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 11 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that they shall file a further joint status report by April 5, 2024. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 2/6/2024. (lcjeb4) (Entered:
02/06/2024)

02/06/2024 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 4/5/2024. (znbn) (Entered:
02/06/2024)

04/05/2024 12 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 04/05/2024)

04/15/2024 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 12 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that they shall file a further joint status report by June 11, 2024. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 4/15/2024. (lcjeb4) (Entered:
04/15/2024)

04/15/2024 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 6/11/2024. (znbn) (Entered:
04/15/2024)

06/14/2024 13 LCvR 26.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate Affiliations and Financial
Interests by FUNCTIONAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE (Bartkowski, Paul)
(Entered: 06/14/2024)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110062536?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=20&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110092580?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110092580?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045010213962?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=32&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110213963?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=32&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045010213962?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=32&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110334297?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=38&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110334297?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=38&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110448153?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=44&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110448153?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=44&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110578316?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=50&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110578316?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=50&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110723537?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=56&pdf_header=2


06/14/2024 14 NOTICE re 13 LCvR 26.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate
Affiliations and Financial Interests. (Bartkowski, Paul) Modified event on 6/17/2024
(znmw). (Entered: 06/14/2024)

06/28/2024 MINUTE ORDER: As the parties have failed to timely file their latest Joint Status
Report, the Court ORDERS that they shall do so by July 2, 2024. So ORDERED by
Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on 6/28/2024. (lcjeb4) (Entered: 06/28/2024)

06/28/2024 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 7/2/2024. (znbn) (Entered:
06/28/2024)

07/03/2024 15 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 07/03/2024)

07/03/2024 The Court ADOPTS the parties' 15 Joint Status Report and ORDERS that they shall
file a further joint status report by September 3, 2024. So ORDERED by Chief Judge
James E. Boasberg on 7/3/2024. (lcjeb1) (Entered: 07/03/2024)

07/03/2024 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 9/3/2024. (znbn) (Entered:
07/05/2024)

09/03/2024 16 Joint STATUS REPORT by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.
(Berhane, Fithawi) (Entered: 09/03/2024)

09/03/2024 MINUTE ORDER: The Court ADOPTS the parties' 16 Joint Status Report and
ORDERS that Plaintiff shall file a further status report by October 2, 2024. So
ORDERED by Chief Judge James E. Boasberg on September 3, 2024. (lcjeb4)
(Entered: 09/03/2024)

09/03/2024 Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 10/2/2024. (znbn) (Entered:
09/03/2024)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110723545?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=58&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110723537?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=56&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110757038?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=65&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110757038?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=65&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110875927?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=71&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110875927?caseid=255764&de_seq_num=71&pdf_header=2
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