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District of Columbia (Washington, DC)
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1:22−cv−00290−ABJ

CATHOLICVOTE CIVIC ACTION et al v. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY et al
Assigned to: Judge Amy Berman Jackson
Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act

Date Filed: 02/04/2022
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of
Information Act
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant

Plaintiff

CATHOLICVOTE CIVIC ACTION represented byMeredith Leigh Di Liberto
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.
425 Third Street, SW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20024
(202) 646−5172
Fax: (202) 646−5199
Email: mdiliberto@judicialwatch.org
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. represented byMeredith Leigh Di Liberto
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

V.

Defendant

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY

represented byM. Jared Littman
U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
Civil Division
601 D Street NW
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 252−2523
Email: Jared.Littman@usdoj.gov
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Joshua Ontell
USAO
601 D Street, NW
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 252−7706
Email: joshua.ontell@usdoj.gov
TERMINATED: 03/23/2023

Thomas Duffey
U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
555 4th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 252−2510
Email: thomas.duffey@usdoj.gov
TERMINATED: 02/14/2023

Defendant

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES

represented byM. Jared Littman
(See above for address)
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LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Joshua Ontell
(See above for address)
TERMINATED: 03/23/2023

Thomas Duffey
(See above for address)
TERMINATED: 02/14/2023

Date Filed # Docket Text

02/04/2022 1 COMPLAINT against U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY ( Filing fee $ 402
receipt number ADCDC−9022920) filed by CATHOLICVOTE CIVIC ACTION,
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments: # 1 Civil Cover Sheet, # 2 Summons for US
Attorney for DC, # 3 Summons for US Attorney General, # 4 Summons for U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, # 5 Summons for U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services)(Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered: 02/04/2022)

02/04/2022 2 LCvR 26.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate Affiliations and Financial
Interests by CATHOLICVOTE CIVIC ACTION (Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered:
02/04/2022)

02/04/2022 3 LCvR 26.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate Affiliations and Financial
Interests by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. (Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered: 02/04/2022)

02/04/2022 Case Assigned to Judge Amy Berman Jackson. (znmg) (Entered: 02/04/2022)

02/10/2022 4 SUMMONS (4) Issued Electronically as to U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, U.S.
Attorney and U.S. Attorney General (Attachments: # 1 Notice and Consent)(znmw)
(Entered: 02/10/2022)

02/23/2022 5 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed as to the
United States Attorney. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney on 2/11/2022.
Answer due for ALL FEDERAL DEFENDANTS by 3/13/2022. (Attachments: # 1
Declaration of David Rothstein)(Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered: 02/23/2022)

02/23/2022 6 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed on
United States Attorney General. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney General
02/22/22. (Attachments: # 1 Declaration of David Rothstein)(Di Liberto, Meredith)
(Entered: 02/23/2022)

02/23/2022 7 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY served on 2/14/2022 (Attachments: #
1 Declaration of David Rothstein)(Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered: 02/23/2022)

02/23/2022 8 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES served on 2/18/2022
(Attachments: # 1 Declaration of David Rothstein)(Di Liberto, Meredith) (Entered:
02/23/2022)

03/11/2022 9 NOTICE of Appearance by Thomas Duffey on behalf of U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY (Duffey, Thomas) (Entered: 03/11/2022)

03/11/2022 10 MOTION for Extension of Time to File Answer re 1 Complaint, with proposed order
by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas) (Entered:
03/11/2022)

03/15/2022 MINUTE ORDER granting 10 Motion for Extension of Time to Answer.
Notwithstanding the lack of plaintiff's unqualified consent, which is noted, defendants
must answer or otherwise respond to the complaint by April 13, 2022. SO ORDERED.
Signed by Judge Amy Berman Jackson on 03/15/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered: 03/15/2022)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509032536?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032537?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032538?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032539?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032540?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032541?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032544?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=9&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519032547?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=11&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509043444?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=16&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519043445?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=16&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509067895?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=18&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519067896?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=18&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509067899?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=20&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519067900?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=20&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509067908?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=22&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519067909?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=22&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509067912?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=24&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519067913?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=24&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519100921?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519101658?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=30&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04509032536?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=5&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519101658?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=30&pdf_header=2


04/13/2022 11 ANSWER to Complaint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.(Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 04/13/2022)

04/14/2022 12 ORDER. Before the Court in this FOIA case are a complaint and an answer. The
requirements of Local Civil Rule 16.3 and Rule 26(f) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure appear to be inapplicable. Defendants shall file a dispositive motion or, in
the alternative, a report setting forth the schedule for the completion of its production
of documents to plaintiffs, on or before May 12, 2022. See Order for details. SO
ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy Berman Jackson on 04/14/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered:
04/14/2022)

05/13/2022 13 STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 05/13/2022)

05/16/2022 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the 13 status report, defendants must submit a status
report by June 13, 2022. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy Berman Jackson on
05/16/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered: 05/16/2022)

06/13/2022 14 STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 06/13/2022)

06/15/2022 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the 14 status report, defendants must submit another
status report by August 15, 2022. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy Berman
Jackson on 06/15/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered: 06/15/2022)

08/15/2022 15 STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 08/15/2022)

08/16/2022 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the 15 status report, defendants must submit another
status report by October 17, 2022. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy Berman
Jackson on 08/16/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered: 08/16/2022)

10/17/2022 16 STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 10/17/2022)

10/17/2022 17 RESPONSE Plaintiffs' Response to Defendants' Status Report and Request to Make
Future Status Reports Joint filed by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Di Liberto,
Meredith) (Entered: 10/17/2022)

10/20/2022 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the defendants' 16 status report and plaintiffs' 17
response, the parties must submit a joint status report by December 15, 2022. SO
ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy Berman Jackson on 10/20/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered:
10/20/2022)

12/15/2022 18 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Duffey, Thomas)
(Entered: 12/15/2022)

12/16/2022 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 18 joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by February 15, 2023. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge
Amy Berman Jackson on 12/16/2022. (lcabj2) (Entered: 12/16/2022)

02/14/2023 19 NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL by Joshua Ontell on behalf of U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY Substituting for attorney Thomas Duffey (Ontell, Joshua)
(Entered: 02/14/2023)

02/15/2023 20 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Ontell, Joshua)
(Entered: 02/15/2023)

02/15/2023 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 20 joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by April 19, 2023. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy
Berman Jackson on 02/15/2023. (lcabj2) (Entered: 02/15/2023)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519165220?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=35&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519167265?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=37&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519224417?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=40&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519224417?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=40&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519285317?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=45&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519285317?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=45&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519404324?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=50&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519404324?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=50&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519530747?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=55&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519530849?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=57&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519530747?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=55&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519530849?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=57&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519645457?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=62&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519645457?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=62&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519752048?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=67&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519753998?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=71&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519753998?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=71&pdf_header=2


03/23/2023 21 NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL by M. Jared Littman on behalf of All
Defendants Substituting for attorney Joshua Ontell (Littman, M. Jared) (Entered:
03/23/2023)

04/18/2023 22 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 04/18/2023)

04/19/2023 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 22 joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by July 18, 2023. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy
Berman Jackson on 04/19/2023. (lcabj2) (Entered: 04/19/2023)

07/18/2023 23 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 07/18/2023)

07/19/2023 MINUTE ORDER. In light of 23 the parties' joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by October 16, 2023. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy
Berman Jackson on 7/19/23. (DMK) (Entered: 07/19/2023)

10/12/2023 24 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 10/12/2023)

10/16/2023 MINUTE ORDER. In light of 24 the parties' joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by January 16, 2024. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy
Berman Jackson on 10/16/2023. (lcabj2) (Entered: 10/16/2023)

01/11/2024 25 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 01/11/2024)

01/11/2024 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 25 joint status report, the parties must submit
another joint status report by April 16, 2024. SO ORDERED. Signed by Judge Amy
Berman Jackson on 1/11/2024. (lcabj2) (Entered: 01/11/2024)

04/11/2024 26 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 04/11/2024)

04/11/2024 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 26 joint status report, it is ORDERED that
the parties must submit another joint status report by July 11, 2024. Signed by Judge
Amy Berman Jackson on 4/11/2024. (lcabj2) (Entered: 04/11/2024)

07/08/2024 27 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. (Littman, M.)
(Entered: 07/08/2024)

07/09/2024 MINUTE ORDER. In light of the parties' 27 joint status report, it is ORDERED that
the parties must submit another joint status report by October 9, 2024. Signed by Judge
Amy Berman Jackson on 7/9/2024. (lcabj2) (Entered: 07/09/2024)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519825990?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=76&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519878013?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=80&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04519878013?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=80&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110055350?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=85&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110055350?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=85&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110230517?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=90&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110230517?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=90&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110399333?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=95&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110399333?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=95&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110589870?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=99&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110589870?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=99&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110763212?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=103&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110763212?caseid=239861&de_seq_num=103&pdf_header=2
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