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CONTINENTAL LAW FIRM 
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION 

LAWYERS 
1108 South Baldwin Avenue, Second Floor 

Arcadia, California 91007-7508 
Tel. 626.788.9558 - Fax. 626.788.9568 

 
GRANT Y. CHIEN, ESQ, CPA  
Direct Dial: 626.788.9558 x. 101 
E-Mail: GRANT@CLAWFIRM.COM  
 

February 12, 2024 

VIA E-FILE: FOIA.gov   

 
Internal Revenue Service 
GLDS Support Services 
Stop 93A 
Post Office Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
 
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS  
 
IRS Los Angeles Disclosure Office  
Mail Stop 1020 
300 N. Los Angeles St.,  
Los Angeles, CA  90012-3363  
 
Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request (Expedited Processing Requested):  

1. DNA MOTOR INC. (EIN 26-4252485), filed as a S-Corporation in 2018, and as a 
C-Corporation in 2019; and 2. JIA JIE CHEN (SSN 608-88-3565) and MAGGIE X 
LIANG (SSN 607-23-5283),  filed as married filing jointly. 

 
Dear FOIA Disclosure Manager: 
 
We represent DNA MOTOR INC., JIA JIE CHEN and MAGGIE X LIANG (collectively, 
“Taxpayers”) and have attached Internal Revenue Service Power of Attorney (Form 2848) and 
Tax Information Authorization (From 8821) forms executed by the Taxpayers confirming the 
foregoing.  To determine the Taxpayers’ status to assess fees, they are seeking information for 
their own personal use, not for commercial use.  The Taxpayers authorize you to send the below 
requested documents to and/or communicate with the undersigned regarding this request.  
 
This letter is to formal request for records, under the Privacy Act of 1974, U.S.C. § 552A, and 
Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, et seq., Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) 
regulations, 26 C.F.R. § 601.702, and the regulations promulgated thereunder, relating to DNA 
MOTOR INC. and JIA JIE CHEN and MAGGIE X LIANG.  
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______________________ 

Requested Documents 
 
The Taxpayers jointly request records as follows: 
 

1. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all documents contained in the 
Examination Division Administrative File for the audit and papers and dividers included 
therein for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years (hereinafter “IRS Audits”) relating to the 
Taxpayers.  This information should include any worksheets, schedules, reports of 
interviews, memoranda of interviews, information received from third parties, telephone 
call slips, workpapers, notes, work logs, activity logs, supervisor comments, review notes, 
investigative histories, fraud referral form, emails, computations and all other similar type 
of materials prepared or accumulated relative to this examination by employees of the IRS, 
any other governmental agency, or otherwise, including internal documents, memoranda, 
memoranda of all interviews of persons regarding the tax liabilities of the identified 
Taxpayers, copies of all statements (including bank records obtained by IRS, letters, 
affidavits of witnesses interviewed, sworn or otherwise) given by individuals and/or 
entities in connection with the investigation of the tax liabilities of the Taxpayers, Case 
Activity record, fraud referral, written reports and manager recommendations concerning 
the proposed assessment of additional tax and penalties and any other information, as it 
applies, that is related to the determinations by the IRS as set forth in the Revenue Agents 
Report (30 Day Letter), whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy format. 
  

2. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, more specifically, the IRS’s entire file 
that may or does not relate to the audits of Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, 
including, without limitation: all intra-IRS correspondence and referrals; all inter-agency 
correspondence and referrals; all inter-governmental entity (e.g., state governmental 
entity) correspondence and referrals; and all whistleblower filings or public complaints 
howsoever documented and regardless of whether on Form 211, Form 13909, or 
otherwise), whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy format.  
 

3. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, a list of any information and documents 
maintained electronically that are responsive to this FOIA request identifying each 
document by subject matter and format (i.e., tape, disk, etc.), whether maintained in 
electronic or hardcopy format.  
 

4. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, any and all files relative to the audits of 
the Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years that include information and documents 
obtained pursuant to summonses issued to third parties which are not otherwise included in  
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the Administrative File pertaining to the Taxpayers, whether maintained in electronic or 
hardcopy format.  
 

5. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, any and all files relative to the audits of 
Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years that may have been prepared by independent 
consultants, international examiners, economists, engineers, and any other specialists 
assigned to this case which are not otherwise included in the Administrative File pertaining 
to the Taxpayers, whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy format.  
 

6. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, the entire file relating to the tax returns 
filed by Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years including, but not limited to, all returns, 
including amended returns, documents, notices, reports, work papers, transcripts, notes, 
schedules, information received from third parties, and all similar type papers prepared or 
accumulated, whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy format. 
 

7. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all communications with anyone, 
including emails, involving employees of the IRS, or contractors, regarding, referring, or 
relating to the Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, whether maintained in electronic 
or hardcopy format.  
 

8. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all documents constituting any Tax 
Litigation Division Legal File, Tax Litigation Advice File, Miscellaneous Law File, Chief 
Counsel Office Files, or Regional Counsel Office Files regarding, referring, or relating to 
the Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy 
format. 
 

9. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all documents contained in the 
administrative files of the IRS National Office and Area Counsel relating to any request for 
field service advice, technical assistance, or other advice in connection with the Taxpayers 
for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy format.  
 

10. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all documents, including email, 
evidencing communication between the IRS and the IRS Office of Chief Counsel and/or 
the IRS and other offices with the Treasury Department regarding, referring, or relating to 
the Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, whether maintained in electronic or hardcopy 
format.  
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11. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, any and all files, notes, correspondence, 
memoranda, or e-mails reflecting discussions or comments by any Internal Revenue 
Service employee or representative [including, but not limited to the agents immediate 
supervisor(s)] with and from the agent assigned to audit the taxpayer for Tax Years 2018 
and 2019 relating to the taxpayer or the taxpayer’s representative(s) ), whether maintained 
in electronic or hardcopy format. 
 

12. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, a list or record of “persons contacted” 
as required by Internal Revenue Code § 7602(c)(2) ), whether maintained in electronic or 
hardcopy format. 
 

13. For the period from January 1, 2017 to the present, all communication, including emails, 
related to or referencing the audit of the Taxpayers for 2018 and 2019 Tax Years, 
including, but not limited to any communications involving: Mariana Bernal and Cornette 
A. Hamilton.  

 
Taxpayers seek all responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteristics. In 
conducting your search, please understand the terms “record,” “document,” and “information” in 
their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, graphic, printed, or audio material of 
any kind. We seek records of any kind, including electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, and 
photographs, as well as letters, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages and 
transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, telephone conversations or discussions. Our request 
includes any attachments to these records, as well as those who were cc’d or bcc’d on any emails. 
No category of material should be omitted from search, collection, and production.  
 
We have determined that the information requested is not exempt under disclosure laws, is not a 
classified document, is not a protected internal communication, is not protected by “privacy”, and 
is not a “protected investigative record” within the meaning of the Freedom of Information Act. If 
any material is deemed to be exempt, we hereby request a detailed statement of the portion deleted 
or withheld, a full statement of the reasons for the refusal or access, and specific citations or 
statutory authority for the denial. Specifically, if the Disclosure Section determines an exemption 
applies to some or all of the requested information, we request that a Privilege Log be provided 
in the form of a Vaughn Index.    
 
In Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), cert. denied, 415 U.S. 977 (1974), the court 
rejected an agency’s conclusory affidavit stating that requested FOIA documents were subject to 
exemption. Id. at 828. “A Vaughn Index must: (1) identify each document withheld; (2) state the  
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statutory exemption claimed; and (3) explain how disclosure would damage the interests 
protected by the claimed exemption.” Citizens Comm’n on Human Rights v. FDA, 45 F.3d 1325,  
1326 n.1 (9th Cir. 1995). A Vaughn Index” ‘permit[s] the court system effectively and efficiently 
to evaluate the factual nature of disputed information.’ “John Doe Agency v. John Doe Corp., 493 
U.S. 146, 149 n.2 (1989) (quoting Vaughn, 484 F.2d at 826). With a Vaughn Index we will have 
the means to adequately assess if any claimed exemptions have merit thereby avoiding 
potentially costly litigation to seek such item.  
  
Since the requested information relates directly to our clients and, if appropriate, any inquiries, 
investigation or audits relating to them, we have determined that the information requested is not 
exempt under disclosure laws, is not a classified document, is not a protected internal 
communication, is not protected by “privacy,” and is not a “protected investigative record” within 
the meaning of the Freedom of Information Act.  That said, we welcome the opportunity to discuss 
with you whether to what extent this request can be narrowed or modified to better enable the IRS 
to process it within the FOIA’s expedited deadlines.   
 
We believe that your office has custody of the requested information, but if not, we hereby request 
prompt notice of the current location of such information.  To expedite this request, we are willing 
to discuss specific instances of deletion or other exemption claims in advance of a final 
decision.  If any material is deemed to be exempt, we hereby request a detailed statement of 
the portion deleted or withheld, a full statement of the reasons for the refusal of access, and 
specific citations or statutory authority for the denial.  
 
To facilitate record production and to mitigate the cost of duplication (if applicable), we request 
records be produced in electronic format (e.g., e-mail, pdf, or TIF format on a USB drive). If a 
certain set of responsive records can be produced more readily, we respectfully request that those 
records be produced first and that the remaining records be produced on a rolling basis as 
circumstances permit.  
 
This letter shall confirm that DNA MOTOR INC., JIA JIE CHEN and MAGGIE X LIANG 
hereby jointly agree to pay for all reasonable search and copying costs that may be associated with 
this request. However, we would appreciate the opportunity to inspect these records before any 
documents are copied.  If search and copying costs exceed $1,000, please telephone the 
undersigned in advance for an agreement as to such additional costs. 
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If you have any questions regarding this request or anticipate any issues in providing fully the 
requested documents, please contact me at 626-788-9558 x101 or GRANT@CLAWFIRM.COM. 
Please send the requested records to Grant Chien, Continental Law Firm, APLC, 1108 S. Baldwin 
Ave., 2F., Arcadia, CA 91007.   
 
I look forward to receiving your response within the statutory period.  Thank you for your 
consideration of this request.  
 
/// 
/// 
/// 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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I certify to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, that there is an urgent need 
for expedited processing of this request because failure to get the requested records in an expedited 
fashion will likely result in the loss of substantial due process rights of the Taxpayers, as 
Taxpayers need the requested information is urgently needed to respond to a pending audits 
relating to the Taxpayers.   
 
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the United States 
of America, that I am GRANT CHIEN, the same attorney who appears on the enclosed Form 
2848, Power of Attorney and Form 8821, Tax Information Authorization and am authorized by the 
IRS and the above-referenced Taxpayers, DNA MOTOR INC., JIA JIE CHEN and MAGGIE X 
LIANG, to represent them in this matter and to request access to the requested tax records.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
CONTINENTAL LAW FIRM,  
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION 
 
 
 
 
Grant Chien, CPA, Esq. 
Managing-Officer 

        
 
Enclosures: 
 
Form 2848 for DNA MOTOR INC., 
Form 8821 for DNA MOTOR INC., 
Form 2848 for JIA JIE CHEN, 
Form 8821 for JIA JIE CHEN, 
Form 2848 for MAGGIE X LIANG, and  
Form 8821 for MAGGIE X LIANG 
 
cc: Client 
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