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FMC	EXECUTIVE	BOARD,	LEADERSHIP	PENS	OPEN	LETTER	AGAINST	
POLITICAL	VIOLENCE	SIGNED	BY	OVER	140	FORMER	MEMBERS	OF	

CONGRESS	

Washington,	DC	–	U.S.	Association	of	Former	Members	of	Congress	(FMC)	President	Barbara	
Comstock	(R-VA,	2015-2019),	President	Elect	Donna	Edwards	(D-MD,	2008-2017),	and	Board	
Member	Rodney	Davis	(R-IL,	2013-2023),	led	a	letter	in	response	to	the	shocking	attempted	
assassination	against	President	Trump	whole	heartedly	condemning	the	act	of	political	violence	and	
calling	for	American	leaders	to	end	their	use	of	divisive	rhetoric	against	one	another.	

Political	violence	in	America	has	seen	an	appalling	rise	over	the	past	several	years,	something	our	
Former	Members	have	frequently	experienced	themselves.	In	a	recent	survey	by	FMC	and	UMass	
Amherst,	47%	of	Former	Members	indicated	that	they	or	their	families	received	threats	while	in	
Congress,	with	the	frequency	increasing	to	69%	for	Former	Members	who	are	women	or	people	of	
color.	Additionally,	a	growing	number	of	Americans	believe	political	violence	may	be	necessary	in	
order	to	protect	our	democracy.		

Many	feel	the	heightened	vitriol	and	antagonistic	rhetoric	used	by	both	parties	against	the	other	has	
played	a	large	part	in	the	growth	of	these	tensions,	and	only	adds	fuel	to	the	[ire.	The	letter	said	in	
part,	“The	attempt	on	former	President	Trump’s	life	must	serve	as	a	wake-up	call	for	us	all,	and	thus	
we	are	coming	together,	across	party	lines	and	ideological	differences,	to	summon	the	nation’s	
political	leadership	to	do	everything	they	can	and	put	an	end	to	this	ever-increasing	escalation	of	
rhetoric.	Like	us,	they	love	this	country,	and	rising	above	hyper-partisan	party	politics	is	the	service	
they	must	now	render	to	the	Union.”	

This	letter	was	signed	by	143	Former	Members	of	Congress,	including	FMC’s	entire	Executive	Board,	
with	83	Democrats	and	60	Republicans	showing	support	for	this	message.	

Read	the	full	letter	and	see	all	signatories	below.	

As	members	of	the	bipartisan	Former	Members	of	Congress	Association	(FMC),	we	believe	strongly	
that	the	attempted	assassination	of	former	President	Trump	must	be	a	turning	point	for	our	
political	culture.	For	over	a	decade,	too	many	candidates,	elected	of[icials,	activists,	and	the	media	
have	increasingly	turned	up	the	political	temperature	by	employing	more	aggressive	and	
irresponsible	rhetoric.	The	result	is	that	what	used	to	be	a	political	opponent	can	now	simply	be	
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referred	to	as	an	enemy.		As	a	nation	we	have	arrived	at	a	re[lection	point	that	must	serve	as	a	call	to	
action	for	us	all.	

Almost	all	of	us,	whether	Democrat	or	Republican,	have	been	subjected	to	threats	or	acts	of	political	
violence	during	our	time	serving	in	public	of[ice.	Over	the	years,	the	rhetoric	of	tribalism	and	
dehumanization	has	become	accepted	as	normal	and	has	nearly	replaced	any	semblance	of	civil	and	
acceptable	norms	in	our	political	discourse.	This	in	turn	has	given	rise	to	a	political	environment,	
where	unstable	individuals	believe	they	have	a	mandate	to	in[lict	harm	on	those	they	disagree	with.	
Threats	of	political	violence	have	caused	election	volunteers	and	of[icials	to	resign,	prevented	
quali[ied	candidates	from	seeking	public	of[ice,	and	brought	menacing	intruders	to	the	homes	of	
Members	of	Congress	and	Supreme	Court	Justices.		

The	attempt	on	former	President	Trump’s	life	must	serve	as	a	wake-up	call	for	us	all,	and	thus	we	
are	coming	together,	across	party	lines	and	ideological	differences,	to	summon	the	nation’s	political	
leadership	to	do	everything	they	can	and	put	an	end	to	this	ever-increasing	escalation	of	rhetoric.	
Like	us,	they	love	this	country,	and	rising	above	hyper-partisan	party	politics	is	the	service	they	
must	now	render	to	the	Union.	

Leadership	in	this	context	means:		demand	of	our	elected	of[icials	to	call	out	members	of	their	party	
when	their	rhetoric	is	in[lammatory	and	dangerous;	reinforce	that	those	we	disagree	with	are	
fellow	citizens	–	not	enemies;	commit	to	the	fact	that	our	differences	are	dealt	with	during	vigorous	
campaigns	and	at	the	ballot	box,	not	through	intimidation	and	threats;	and	respect	that	those	we	
disagree	with	have	the	right	to	be	heard,	a	right	so	sacred	that	our	Founding	Fathers	enshrined	it	in	
the	Constitution’s	First	Amendment.	

Our	Republic	is	fragile,	and	We	The	People	must	come	together.	Within	hours	of	blood	being	shed	in	
Pennsylvania	and	a	family	losing	their	father	solely	because	he	attended	a	political	rally,	social	
media	helped	spread	conspiracy	theories,	vitriol,	and	calls	to	arms.	Too	many	of	those	messages	
came	from	current	elected	of[icials	or	candidates	for	of[ice.		Our	call-to-action	is	that	we	as	a	society,	
led	by	our	elected	of[icials,	reject	and	admonish	unequivocally	those	within	our	own	political	circles	
who	continue	to	use	belligerence	and	tribalism	as	they	seek	to	build	support.	This	must	be	a	scared-
straight	moment	for	our	country,	and	we	–	the	leadership	and	members	of	FMC	–	demand	of	our	
fellow	citizens	and	political	leaders	to	rise	to	the	urgency	of	now.	
				
We	leave	you	with	words	President	Lincoln	said	during	his	[irst	inaugural	address,	still	so	
appropriate	and	inspirational	over	160	years	later:	“The	mystic	chords	of	memory,	stretching	from	
every	battle[ield	and	patriot	grave	to	every	living	heart	and	hearthstone	all	over	this	land,	will	yet	
swell	the	chorus	of	Union,	when	again	touched,	as	surely,	they	will	be,	by	the	better	angels	of	our	
nature.”		
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