
1 IN THE DISTRICT COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA

2 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT KENAI

3 |[STATE OF ALASKA,

4 Plaintiff,
5 vs.
6

7||JOSEPH LEE MILLER, JR.

8

9
10

JASON ALLEN WOODRUFF
1

12

=: °
zz: 0M Defendants.
Bey
Ed No. 3KN-24- 00808 CR (Joseph Lee Miller, Jr.)
E g Z 16|| No. 3KN-24-_ 00809 CR (Jason Allen Woodruff)

Siz
if VY INFORMATION
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£2 CountI - AS 11.41.230(a)(1)
| 2 Assault In The Fourth Degree

22 Joseph Lee Miller Jr. ~ 001

2 Count I1- AS 11.41.230(a)(1)
24 Assault In The Fourth Degree

Jason Allen Woodruff —001
25

26
27



, ||THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CHARGES
2 COUNT
: That in the Third Judicial District, State of Alaska, on or about May 24, 2024, at or

near Kenai, JOSEPH LEE MILLER JR. reckessly caused physical inury to another
person, Ben Tikka.

° All of which is a class A Misdemeanor offense being contrary to and in violation
©llofAS 11.41.230(a)(1) and against the peace and dignity of the StateofAlaska.
7

& COUNT II

9 That in the Third Judicial District, Stateof Alaska, on or about May 24, 2024, at or
10|| near Kenai, JASON ALLEN WOODRUFF recklessly caused physical injury to another

11 || person, Ben Tikka.
12 All of which is a class A Misdemeanor offense being contrary to and in violation

=_5 43[of AS 11.41.230a)(1) and against the peace and dignity of the State of Alaska.
22%

£53
IE The undersigned swears under oath this Information is based upon a review of
£ & 16[1 enforcement reports AK24053955. AK24048789, 2024-1645, 2024-3127, and expert
$i i 17 [reverts submitted to dae.

25s % Offense
i : < On 24 May 2024, Soldotna Dispatch notified local law enforcement about a public
Eic 19|asistance call they had received inquiring about camping in public. Dispatch provided

£57 2 [information to law enforcement that the caller was believed to be Garrett Tikka who had2
£21 {lun outstanding misdemeanor warrant for his arrest for failing to remand to serve a 10 day

22 {| sentence on a charge of Driving While License Revoked. StateofAlaska v. Garrett Cody

23| Tikka, 3KN-24-0020SCR.! Dispatch further advised that Garrett Tikka was associated
24

sf

26 (1. This case stemmed from an incident § March 2024 at 2:00am where WOODRUFF stopped Garrett Tikka driving
a white 2001 Dodge tuck at Kalifonsky Beach Rod nd West Poppy Lan. Sec AK2022011. WOODRUFF
BT os
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1 [| with a black 2008 GMC Denali, displaying Alaskaplat The vehicle is

| reisered to Matther or Sharon Tikka
3 Based on a review of audio, at 4:40am on 24 May, Kenai Police located the GMC

[Denti parked at Daubenspeck: Family Park on Marathon Road. in Kenai. At 4:41am
Alaska State Trooper Sergeant JOSEPH MILLER radios to Trp Colleen Bryant to ask if

©||she had “copied that Kenai PD had located “Tikka's vehicle” at the dog park. MILLER
© [| Says that he was holding off on contact until they could get additional units to the park

7 |[because “he’s a runner MILLER asked dispatch to confirm what Tikka was wanted for.

8||Dispatch told MILLER that Tikka has a warrant for “Fail to Appear” on a DWLR®.
° MILLER radios Alaska State Trooper JASON WOODRUFF to stage by Walmart.
10||MILLER asks for dispatch to send OL photos of Tikka to all of the responding officers.

11||At 4:46am MILLER's body-worn camera records a phone call with WOODRUFF where

12 [they discuss Tikka and that he has a $150 warrant. MILLER tells WOODRUFF that

gE. i 13|| Tikka ran from somebody on another shift and WOODRUFF clarifies that Tikka “ran on

222, foot” WOODRUFF isa K9 officer, and the two discuss using the KO during the contact.
3 22g|WOODRUFF says “ira be one of those things thar's “lawful but awful.” At tis point
i: 3 16|MILLER tells WOODRUFF that if he runs on foot: mainly I want to have the dog over
3 17|hee because there's a chance... 'm hoping were going to catch him sleeping and we'll
5 5 z 2 either pin him or throw some sticks in there and keep him from going.”

FE WOODRUFF responds “let me know what your thoughts are this, pinning his
i 32 ® vehicle right away, I'll have the dog out on lead, if he decides to foot bail, I think I'll

£57 2 [make a coupleof announcements and then fuck it — I'll just send that mother fucker.”
a £ zn MILLER tells WOODRUFF, “that’s your call.” MILLER said he wanted to see how

22||Tikka is parked and WOODRUFF said “yeah I want to pin him to start with right away,

23 [then I can call him out with the dog.”

24

25

26
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4 [tere with you and you're going to get bit the shit out of you” At this time,
||WOODRUFF radios tothe other officers that they have Tikka inthe GMC Denali.
3 MILLER again threatens to send the dog into the vehicle. Tikka begins a dialogue

with MILLER. MILLER orders Tikka to “Get up now; you got a warrant for your arrest.
# [aot the suck cut of your cas nowt Tikka, whe camo be seus, is heard usking “Por
S what?” and MILLER replies “You got 10 days to serve. Get out of the car.” MILLER

©||continues to order Tikka out of the car and says that if Tikka will not comply, they will

7||break the vehicle's window and pull him out

8 Tikka continues to ask about his warrant and MILLER yells “DWLR! Driving
9||While License Revoked! You got 10 days to serve! I will break out your damn
10| windows!” Tikka tells MILLER he is meeting his public defender at 11:00am and that he

11||does not have a warrant. MILLER then holsters his pistol and draws his collapsible baton.

12 ||MILLER again warns Tikka “I'm gonna break out your fucking window if you don’t

g_& 43 [come out” Tikka tells MILLER he cannot break out his window, at which point

222, MILLER smashes out the rear driver side window using the baton and then draws his
3 22 15 [pistol
E & i” MILLER shines his pistol light on Ben Tikka who is holding a cell phone and
3: i 17| sitine in the back. Tikka says “That's crazy man, you're using force.” At this time, K9

5 2 g 3 Olex is out of the patrol vehicle and tethered. WOODRUFF yells for Tikka to come out

ERE [or rm sending the dog ino the tuck!” Ben Tikka asks “What's your budge number
£ Z g sir?” The troopers continue to order Ben Tikka out of the vehicle. MILLER holsters his

257 20| pistol and draws his taser and pepper spray. MILLER then sprays pepper spray inside the
ETE 21 enicte. Tikka immediately screams in obvious discomfort. Ben Tikka’s eyes are closed

22 {land he is screaming and grunting as WOODRUFF orders him to get out or else he will

23 [send in the dog.

2 MILLER yells “When you come out, you better come out with your hands up!”
25| Tikka begins to move toward the GMC Denali’s door. When Tikka reaches out of the

26 [broken window to pull on the handle to open the door, as directed, K9 Olex jumps on the
27||vehicle and attempts to bite Tikka’s hand. MILLER states, “He’s going to bite your ass if
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4 |KO Otex then bites Tikka’ left tricep while his am is behind his back. K9 Olex bites
| Tikka multiple times on his left arm. MILLER is sill giving commands for Tikka to
3 place his hands behind his back, although Tikka’s hands are behind his back already, and

[nes being bitten by K9 Olex. K9 Olex then releases his bie, at which point Tikka gets 10
his knees and begins to move away from the dog. K9 Olex continuously attempts to bite

©| Tikka as Tikka is moving away from the K9. MILLER then re-applics the taser and Tikka
©| falls to the ground.
z WOODRUFF begins giving the command Der Flucht* to K9 Olex. Tikka is on the

8||ground screaming as he is being tased and K9 Olex reengages and bites him multiple
9| times. MILLER’ left foot is raised and then suddenly brings it down in the direction of
10||Tikka’s head. It is not clear from the video if he makes contact with Tikka's head.

11|WOODRUFF tells others on scene “let the dog work.” Tikka is rolling on the ground

12|while being bitten by K9 Olex. MILLER is holding his Taser while standing on one side

5_& 43[of Tikka, while WOODRUFF is on the other side of Tikka holding K9 Olex's lead. Trp
222,|Brvantand Ofc Larsen are standing behind WOODRUFF observing the situation.
3 £0 . Tikka, who is screaming, yells, “My hands are behind my back sir please siop.”
z & 16|WOODRUFF continues to give the bite command to KO Olex. Tikka's face and head are
3: F [seen tobe bleeding profusely at this point.
5 iz = MILLER yells, “Hands up!” and Tikka gets into a kneeling position and places

15% both hands in the air above his head, while K9 Olex continues to bite his left arm.
£ z £ 9| woopruFF pulls back on K9 Olex and commands the dog “Off” but the dog does not

255 20| release the bite. Tikka begins to stand up as K9 Olex shakes his head while stil actively
SE biting Tikka. Tikka yells, “Can I go to jail? Please stop this now!” K9 Olex continues to

22| bite Tikka’s armandTikka falls to a seated position on the ground.

23 Ofc Larsen attempts to go “hands on” with Tikka, commanding Tikka to get on

24|| the ground, but WOODRUFF puts both arms out and says, “Let the dog work.” MILLER
25|| yells for Tikka to place his hands up. Tikka pleads, “Please stop the dog, please stop the

%)l—

27 [+ per maenripommmens voters sevens ospssve a com:
INFORMATION Page of20
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4| do.” Tikka is using his right hand to hold his left arm which is still being bitten by K9
||Olex. At this point, Tikka's sweatpants are nearly at his knees and his underwear is
3 visible. Ben Tikka then falls over on to his stomach while screaming.

. The videos continue with K9 Olex shakes his hand violently back and forth while
biting Tikka’s arm. WOODRUFF is heard saying “Good boy, good boy” while

© attempting to pull K9 Olex off of Tikka. Tikka is on the ground yelling, “Please stop you
6 guys I am not a criminal.” MILLER replies, “You were told!” WOODRUFF uses a tool

7 [calleda breaker bar to get K9 Olex to discontinue biting Tikka. Tikka then lays on his

8||stomach with his hands behind his back. MILLER is standing near Tikka’s head.
9||MILLER is holding his taser in his right hand and using his left hand to push down on
10|| Tikka’s back. Tikka repeatedly states that he cannot breathe. MILLER states, “You were

11 |given so many opportunities man.”
2 Tikka states that he needs to go to the hospital and MILLER and WOODRUFF

5_& 43 [request dispatch send Emergency Medical Services to the scene. Trp Bryant is laying on

222,|mikka’s back and handcuffs him. Trp Kumfer arrives on scene and Ofc Larsen is sill
3 22g [observing WOODRUFF has Ko Olex on his lead and the dog continues to bark at Tikka
E & 16 [after he is handcuffed. Trp Kumfer, Trp Bryant, and Of Larsen tend to Tikka. Tikka

3 17 [[25ks> “why did you do that to me?” MILLER responds that he had a warrant and Tikka
5 2 g 3 stated that they didn’t have to bite him like that. MILLER then tells Tikka he should not

15% have fought them.
£ z 3 ® At no time during the interaction did any law enforcement officer ask the subject
£57 2 lin the GMC Denali what his name was. MILLER only addressed the man inside the
g £ zn (GMC Denali as “Mr Tikka" or “Tikka.

22 EMS arrive and transport Tikka to Central Peninsula Hospital. Trp Kumfer

23 ||accompanies EMSstaff and Tikka in the ambulance. During the ride to the hospital Trp

24||Kumfer confirms it is Ben Tikka — not Garrett Tikka — who troopers contacted and
25 arrested.

26 Later, at the hospital, Sgt Ethan Norwood conducted an interview with Tikka

27 [regarding only the uscof the dog. Sgt Norwood asked Ben a scrics of questions relating
IroRMATION Pagesorn
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i WOODRUFF report states, “K9 Olex apprehended Tikka and he and K9 Olex
[ended up on the ground again. I was able to get Olex to disengage from the apprehension

5||agin.” This is partially correct; after commanding K Olex to bite, WOODRUFF had to

[5 the 9 breaker bar at is time 1 remove K9 Olex from an injured Tikka. The use of
the breaker bar was because K9 Olex failed to obey WOODRUFF'S command to stop

®| biting Tikka.
6 Investigators spoke with MILLER on 28 June 2024 and he provided a statement to

7 [investigators afer viewing his and Ofc Larsen’s body-wom camera footage, as well as

8||reviewing his report from the 24 May 2024 incident.
° MILLER stated that upon Tikka exiting the GMC Denali “My goal is to
10 [immediately get him onto the ground. I end up sweeping his leg and try to push him

11||down to the ground as quickly as possible, which worked.” MILLER continued “As soon

12 [as he goes to the ground, my first immediate thought is to control him and keep him
g_& 43 [down, so I do mastoid control. I think very briefly, I had my boot on his mastoid.”
222, MILLER explained, “The boot was there briefly to just hold him long enough so 1 can
3 22g |[mansition to my knee. My knee, my shin hone went across his mastoid. Trying to conrol
i & 16| is head 0 keep him flat on the ground.”
3 77 MILLER was asked about his training in the use of his foot to provide mastoid
3 5 g 18 [Pressure MILLER reported the application was based on circumstances requiring him to

15% improvise. “Trying to control this guy's head. ICs to keep him down is the only goal of
£ z 3 9 any of that, of boot on his head or anything. That would be the only goal of that, is to try
£57 2 to keep him down. The only reason why I'm not on topofhim myself is because there is:
S72 214 ball of fur that right there with teeth, that I don’t want to get bit also, that is on him

22 sill.

23 MILLER told investigators he did not see any weapons on Ben Tikka. Sgt. Miller

24| disclosed that Tikka made no ‘direct threats’ when he was asked about whether there
25||were any statements made in regard to physical violence.

26

27
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+ [buts visible only from Ofe Larsen’s body-worn camera footage. Also not documented in
2 MILLER’s report is that he placed the bottom of his boot on the backofTikka’s head,

3 pushing Tikka’s forehead down onto the asphalt on three occasions during the incident.

ike he other undocumented uses of force agains: Tikka, these are nt captured on any
ofthe trooper body-worn cameras, but only on Ofc Larsen’s.

5 Screen Captures

¢ The following are screen captures of the incident from the body-worn cameras of
7 [MILLER and Ofc Larsen, timestamped and in chronological order. The screen captures

8||document that the extent of MILLER and WOODRUFF’s use of nondeadly force in

9 [arresting Ben Tikka for a misdemeanor warrant was objectively unreasonable per AS
10| 11.81.370 and that aspects of their reports are inaccurate and contain omissions.
"
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24 BAIL INFORMATION

25 Per the Alaska Public Safety Information Network, the defendants have zero

26| prior criminal convictions.
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