
 
 

August 13, 2024 

 

The Honorable Tracey Stone-Manning 

Director, Bureau of Land Management 

1849 C St. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Director Stone-Manning: 

 

I am writing to express my serious concerns with the Bureau of Land Management’s 

decision to walk away from its commitment to the State of Alaska to revoke Public Land Order 

(PLO) 5150. Your decision to abruptly abandon the public process associated with lifting PLO 

5150, without notice, at the same time that far-left environmental groups are trying to shut down 

the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) raises questions regarding potential collusion between 

the Biden Administration and the Lower-48 radical environmentalists that want to shut down 

Alaska. 

 

The revocation of PLO 5150 would enable the conveyance of the land under TAPS to the 

State of Alaska. As detailed in a letter that the Alaska congressional delegation sent to the Alaska 

State Director for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on July 8, 2024, BLM recommended 

that numerous PLOs be partially or fully revoked, including PLO 5150, when it first released the 

draft Central Yukon Resource Management Plan (RMP) in 2020. Yet on April 19, 2024, BLM 

released the final SEIS for the Central Yukon RMP and failed to follow through on that 

recommendation. At the same time, BLM had negotiated and committed to, in good faith, with the 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), initiate a separate environmental assessment 

(EA) for PLO 5150 that would be released concurrently with the final SEIS for the Central Yukon 

RMP. But unsurprisingly, BLM also failed to publish an EA for PLO 5150 when it released final 

SEIS for the Central Yukon RMP, despite BLM’s commitment to Alaska’s DNR to do so. 

 

At a recent Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing, you provided a series 

of excuses to explain away your failure, claiming BLM’s “plates are full” and that your decision 

to abandon the EA process for PLO 5150 was a “collective decision about workload with the 

Department.” Such a statement is a complete and utter affront. Indeed, the voices of Alaskans are 

yet again being ignored by your Administration. This became abundantly clear during your recent 

visit to Alaska, when you ignored requests to meet with State and tribal leaders, yet continue to 

meet with representatives of the very groups trying to eliminate resource production in Alaska.  

 

Unsurprisingly, as you know, and perhaps in coordination with your team at BLM, on June 

12, 2024, a coalition of far-left environmental groups petitioned DOI and BLM to take the 

following actions: 

 

1. Immediately initiate scoping for supplemental environmental review of the TAPS;   



2. Complete an SEIS for TAPS with “meaningful” alternatives and mitigation measures; 

and,   

3. Draft a plan for the dismantlement and removal of TAPS, and the restoration of the 

right of way. 

 

Their request is a significant undertaking, as in 2020, the Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) concluded that, on average, it takes 4.5 years for an agency to complete an 

environmental impact statement, compared to an EA, which takes a much shorter period of time. 

 

 It is now time for DOI and BLM to prove their worth, and whether they are truly working 

in the public interest, or merely pandering to the Lower-48 radical environmental elite. DOI is 

required to respond to the petition, “within a reasonable time…[and] proceed to conclude a matter 

presented to it.” So, if DOI and BLM choose to move forward with the environmentalists’ petition, 

it will confirm my suspicions that DOI and BLM’s plates are, in fact, not “full” and that leadership 

decisions regarding “workload with the Department” are intended to cater to their far-left allies, 

given an SEIS for TAPs will take a significantly longer period of time than an EA for PLO 5150.  

 

With that in mind, I request that BLM provide to my office not later than September 13, 2024 

the following records: 

 

1. Communications with Third Parties: All records reflecting communications (including 

emails and email attachments, text messages, Teams chats, iMessages or any other 

communication app messages, telephone call logs, calendar entries, meeting agendas, 

meeting notes or memoranda, faxes, or any other physical or electronic records reflecting 

communications, including those that have been deleted or in draft form but are 

recoverable) that “officials within the United States Department of the Interior exchanged” 

with any person who is not an employee of the U.S. Federal Government regarding: (i) 

Public Land Order 5150; (ii) the Trans-Alaska Pipeline; or (iii) the Central Yukon Resource 

Management Plan. Please search from January 1, 2021 through the date of the search. 

 

2. Decision Documents: All records reflecting communications (including emails and email 

attachments, text messages, Teams chats, iMessages or any other communication app 

messages, telephone call logs, calendar entries, meeting agendas, meeting notes or 

memoranda, faxes, or any other physical or electronic records reflecting communications, 

including those that have been deleted or in draft form but are recoverable) between officers 

or employees of the federal government (between or internal to any department or agency), 

which concern, reflect, relate to, or include: 

 

A. Any determination, discussion, or identification of deficiencies within the “Central 

Yukon Draft Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, 

Alaska,” published by the Bureau of Land Management on December 11, 2020, 

including those determinations, discussions, or identifications of deficiencies 

regarding Alternative E, which recommended lifting PLO 5150;  

 

B. Any determination, discussion, or identification of the ground on which the 

decision was made to recommend retention of PLO 5150 in the “Central Yukon 



Proposed Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, Alaska,” 

published by the Bureau of Land Management on April 19, 2024; and 

 

C. Any determination, discussion, or identification of the grounds on which to approve 

or deny the petition filed with Secretary Haaland by the Center for Biological 

Diversity, Pacific Environment, Sovereign Iñupiat for a Living Arctic, Alaska 

Community Action on Toxics, Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition, and Public 

Employees for Environmental Responsibility on June 12, 2024 requesting “a 

supplemental environmental impact statement for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 

System & Plan for dismantlement, Removal, and Restoration.” 

 

Please search from January 1, 2021 through the date of the search, and search communications 

from the following individuals: 

 

DOI DOI – Office of the Solicitor BLM 

 Deb Haaland 

 Laura Daniel-Davis 

 Joan Mooney 

 Bryan Newland 

 Shannon Estenoz 

 Steve Feldgus 

 Robert (Bob) 

Anderson 

 Natalie Landreth 

 Seth Deam 

 Tracy Stone-Manning 

 Nada Culver 

 Steve Cohn 

 Kevin Pendergast 

 

 

3. Personal Emails and Texts: Personal emails and texts sent by the following list of 

employees from January 20, 2021 through the date of the search: 

 

A. All communications, including any attachments, sent to or from any 

nongovernmental email address or phone number established, controlled, or used 

by any of the following employees. 

 

B. All records referring or relating to the use of any nongovernmental email address 

or phone number established, controlled, or used by any of the following 

employees. 

 

C. All communications, including any attachments, made or received in connection 

with the transaction of government business using any nongovernmental email 

account or nongovernmental communications device established, controlled, or 

used by the following employees. 

 

DOI DOI – Office of the Solicitor BLM 

 Deb Haaland 

 Laura Daniel-Davis 

 Joan Mooney 

 Bryan Newland 

 Shannon Estenoz 

 Robert (Bob) 

Anderson 

 Natalie Landreth 

 Seth Deam 

 Tracy Stone-Manning 

 Nada Culver 

 Steve Cohn 

 Kevin Pendergast 



 Steve Feldgus 

 

4. Calendars: All calendars or calendar entries for the following individuals, including any 

calendars maintained on behalf of these individuals (e.g., by an administrative assistant) 

from January 20, 2021 through the date of the search: 

 

DOI DOI – Office of the Solicitor BLM 

 Deb Haaland 

 Laura Daniel-Davis 

 Joan Mooney 

 Shannon Estenoz 

 Steve Feldgus 

 Robert (Bob) 

Anderson 

 Natalie Landreth 

 Seth Deam 

 Tracy Stone-Manning 

 Nada Culver 

 Steve Cohn 

 Kevin Pendergast 

 

I request that the calendars be produced in a format that includes all invitees, any notes, and all 

attachments. Please do not limit your search to Outlook calendars alone. Please produce any 

responsive document be it paper or electronic, available on a government-issued or personal device 

used to track or coordinate the time the individual allocates to agency business. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and I look forward to your response. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

   

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

CC: The Honorable Deb Haaland, U.S. Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Laura Daniel-Davis, U.S. Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Shannon Estenoz, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Mr. Steve Feldgus, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Mr. Steve Cohn, Bureau of Land Management-Alaska 


